euobserver.com

Magazine

Future

Cities

October 2016

Back to the Future
by Hyperloop

6

A world without
waste

9

Vienna:
The reluctant cosmopolis

17

Copenhagen
harbour swimming

21

EU cities try
their own 'Ubers'

38

euobserver

Future Cities
EDITORIAL ADDRESS
EUobserver Magazine
Rue Montoyer 18B
1000 Brussels
Belgium
contact@euobs.com

As leaders focus on strategic issues, the other EU, the EU of city-states,
is evolving and shaping Europe's future from the bottom up.

Editor
Editor: Lisbeth Kirk
,KP[VYPHSJVU[YPI\[PVUZ!7L[LY;LɈLY5PRVSHQ5PLSZLU
(UKYL^9L[[THU,Za[LYAHSHU,YPJ4H\YPJL.HYL[O
/HYKPUN(SLRZHUKYH,YPRZZVU1VZLWO)V`SL

By 2050 over 80 percent of Europeans are projected
to live in towns or cities. If I live long enough, I'll be
one of them, and most likely you will be too.

ARTICLE LAYOUT

But what will those cities look like in the future? Who
will get it right and who will lag behind?

Art director:
Tobias Andreasen
(+=,9;0:05.
EUobserver Magazine
Rue Montoyer 18B
1000 Brussels
Belgium

(8REVHUYHU·V  5HJLRQV DQG &LWLHV 0DJD]LQH H[SORUHV YLVLRQV
for future cities and learns lessons from the past.
(8FDSLWDOVVXFKDV/RQGRQ3DULV3UDJXHDQG5RPHKRVWPLOOLRQV
RI IRUHLJQ WRXULVWV HDFK \HDU DQG VKDSH (XURSH·V LQWHUQDWLRQDO
identity.

advertising@euobserver.com
+0:;90)<;065
EUobserver Magazine
Rue Montoyer 18B
1000 Brussels
Belgium
Meg Chang
mc@euobs.com
PUBLISHER
EUobserver.com ASBL
www.euobserver.com
4(205.:,5:,6-;/,,<
,<VIZLY]LYPZHUPUKLWLUKLU[VUSPULUL^ZWHWLY
^OPJO]HS\LZMYLL[OPURPUNHUKWSHPUZWLLJO>LHPT
[VZ\WWVY[,\YVWLHUKLTVJYHJ`I`NP]PUNWLVWSL[OL
information they need to hold the EU establishment to
account.
/0./8<(30;@16<95(30:4
,<VIZLY]LYPZHUVUWYVÄ[VYNHUPZH[PVULZ[HISPZOLK
PU)Y\ZZLSZPU0[PZÄUHUJPHSS`HUKLKP[VYPHSS`PUKLWLUKLU[VM[OL,<PUZ[P[\[PVUZ6\Y[LHTVM
L_WLYPLUJLKQV\YUHSPZ[ZÄSLKHPS`UL^ZYLWVY[ZMYVT[OL
,<JHWP[HSHUKKVPUKLW[OPU]LZ[PNH[PVUZVU[VWPJZVM
ZWLJPHSPU[LYLZ[0M`V\^HU[,<VIZLY]LY[VSVVRPU[VH
ZWLJPÄJPZZ\LWSLHZLJVU[HJ[V\YLKP[VYZ>LWYV[LJ[
our sources.
*V]LYWOV[V
© Lisbeth Kirk

02 — FUTURE CITIES OCTOBER 2016

7KH (8 LV JUDSSOLQJ ZLWK GLIILFXOW SUREOHPV  %UH[LW PLJUDWLRQ DQG
the economy to name a few - but despite the gloomy pall over
EU affairs, lots of European cities are investing and reinventing
themselves.
0DQ\RIWKHPDUHROGRUHYHQDQFLHQW7KH\FDQEHYLROHQWO\GLIIHUHQW
IURP HDFK RWKHU DQG ILHUFHO\ LQGHSHQGHQW 6RPH DUHQ·W GRLQJ VR
well. They compete, but they also inspire each other.
They are mini-states, where people get more involved in politics
WKDQDWQDWLRQDOOHWDORQHDW(8OHYHO5HVLGHQWVSURWHVWDJDLQVWXJO\
new buildings, or about garbage collection. They share cars, create
new businesses, and plan utopias.
As EU leaders focus on strategic issues, the other Europe, of citystates, is evolving in its own way.
It's a good story that should be told.
Lisbeth Kirk
lk@euobserver.com

STUDENT VILLAGES
ON THE WATER
Students will soon be able to move into converted shipping containers in Gothenburg. The architects
hope to spread their idea of cheap, waterside living across Europe.
By Lisbeth Kirk

:LWKDSURMHFWHGGHÀFLWLQ(XURSHRIPRUHWKDQPLOOLRQ

CREATING NEW HOUSING AREAS

student beds by 2025, governments across Europe are

,QJHOV &RSHQKDJHQDQG1HZ<RUNEDVHGFRPSDQ\%,*

scrambling for a solution.

GUHDPWXSWKHLGHDWRJHWKHUZLWK8UEDQ5LJJHUIRXQGHU.LP
Loudrup.

7KH8UEDQ5LJJHUSURMHFWLQDIRUPHULQGXVWULDOSRUWLQ
Gothenburg, Sweden's second largest city, might be an

Their idea could potentially turn thousands of kilometres

inspiration.

of untapped harbours, rivers and canals into new housing
areas.

7KHÀUVWVWXGHQWVZLOOVRRQEHDEOHWRPRYHLQWRROGVKLSSLQJ
containers that have been converted into homes. They are

By stacking nine container units in a circle, 15 studios are

heated by solar power and cooled using sea water. They

created that frame a centralised common green courtyard.

offer a central location, a village-type community, and low

There is a kayak landing, bathing platform, barbecue area

cost.

and a roof terrace.

:HKDYHZRQRXUÀUVWELJSURMHFWLQ*RWKHQEXUJLQ6ZHGHQ

The housing is also buoyant like a boat, so that can be

where we are going to build 24 of these [riggers] to form sort

replicated in other harbour cities where affordable housing is

RIDVWXGHQWYLOODJHH[SODLQV'DQLVKDUFKLWHFW%MDUNH,QJHOV

needed but space is limited.

“We can actually use these containers as building blocks

Below water, there are storage rooms, a utility room and a

to create incredibly affordable apartments that have almost

laundry. The whole thing weighs 6 tonnes and sits 2.5m deep

DOOWKHOX[XULHVRIZDWHUIURQWKLJKHQGUHDOHVWDWHKHWHOOV

in the water, making it stable even when a storm passes

(8REVHUYHUZKLOHVKRZLQJRIIWKHÀUVWSURWRW\SHDQFKRUHG

over.

LQ&RSHQKDJHQ VKDUERXU

+HUPZOHYJOP[LJ[)QHYRL0UNLSZV]LYZLLZI\PSKPUNWYVQLJ[ZHYV\UK
[OL^VYSKPUJS\KPUN[OLUL^.VVNSLHUK3LNVOLHKX\HY[LYZ
)HYJLSVUHMVV[IHSSJS\IZ*HTW5V\HUKYLUV]H[PVUZVM
Manhattan's waterfront.
Photo: Lisbeth Kirk
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So far seven countries have been singled out as having

“The new container plants are often located outside the

a potential market for the riggers: France, Germany, the

city, leaving the old sites empty," he says.

8QLWHG.LQJGRPWKH1HWKHUODQGV'HQPDUN1RUZD\DQG

Ingels, 41, was recently described as a kind of rockstar of

Sweden.

WKHDUFKLWHFWXUHZRUOGLQ:LUHG0DJD]LQH

"With the right partners we can build between 200 and

He is currently overseeing building projects around the

300 platforms yearly, securing 2,000 to 3,000 students an

world, including the new Google and Lego headquarters,

affordable place to live," Kim Loudrup tells EUobserver.

DQGUHQRYDWLRQVRI0DQKDWWDQ VZDWHUIURQW

The price for students would be between €500 and €800

In 2005, he formed BIG (Bjarke Ingels Group) from his tiny

each month, depending on the wharf rent and whether

DSDUWPHQWLQ&RSHQKDJHQ

internet, furniture, bikes and other equipment is included.
He wanted to be a cartoonist, but there was no cartoon
"We have had 3,000 requests in just a few days," says

DFDGHP\6RKHHQUROOHGLQWKH5R\DO'DQLVK$UW$FDGHP\

Loudrup.

School of Architecture instead and got smitten by
architecture, he once revealed in an interview.

CO-OPERATION WITH UNIVERSITIES
8UEDQ5LJJHURSHUDWHVZLWKWZREXVLQHVVPRGHOV2QHIRU

SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE

private investors, who are interested in student housing

Why is Ingels spending his time on low-cost student

with an estimated 7-8 percent return on their investment.

KRXVLQJZKHQKHFRXOGSUHVXPDEO\GRPRUHSURÀWDEOH

The other model is to let the universities be in charge of

and prestigious projects?

the rent.
"We have an idea of something we call social
"The trend is certainly that many university cities are port

infrastructure for the time, it's about past infrastructures

cities,” says Bjarke Ingels.

that can be used for something else when going out of
VHUYLFH,QJHOVH[SODLQV

As ports modernise and consolidate, smaller ports sites
closer to the centres of cities are closing down.

+HJLYHVH[DPSOHVVXFKDVWKH'DQLVK0DULWLPH0XVHXP
which was converted from an old shipyard, and London's
7DWH0RGHUQZKLFKZDVRULJLQDOO\DQROGSRZHUSODQW

;OLWYPJLMVYZ[\KLU[Z^V\SKILÁTVU[OS`
KLWLUKPUNVU[OL^OHYMYLU[HUK^OL[OLYPU[LYUL[M\YUP[\YL
IPRLZHUKV[OLYLX\PWTLU[HYLPUJS\KLK
Photo: Lisbeth Kirk

:VTLHWHY[TLU[ZOH]L[OLPYV^UIHSJVU`
HUKHSSVM[OLTOH]LHZWLJ[HJ\SHYZLH
view.
Photo: Lisbeth Kirk
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)`Z[HJRPUNUPUL\UP[ZPUHJPYJSL
studio residences are created which
frame a centralised common green
JV\Y[`HYK;OLYLPZHRH`HRSHUKPUN
IH[OPUNWSH[MVYTIHYILJ\LHYLHHZ^LSS
as a roof terrace.
Photo: Lisbeth Kirk

;OL<YIHU9PNNLYOV\ZPUNZVS\[PVURLLWZ
students at the heart of the city.
Photo: Lisbeth Kirk

But he also highlights another of his projects, the Amager

And it does not necessarily have to be university students.

Bakke power station, which incorporates this dual function
from the start. It is a new power plant with a roof that

"We work a little with Noma [Michelin-star restaurant] and

doubles as a ski slope.

its chef Rene Redzepi, who once said he'd like to know
if we knew anything about housing opportunities. He has

WATERFRONT OWNERSHIPS

a number of trainee chefs from near and far who want to

But why build it for students only, when presumably many

work with him - we even have a lot of trainees ourselves

others would be interested in living in an Urban Rigger?

who come and stay for a year or two. It would be brilliant
for us - it would be brilliant for Noma, having an Urban

"Our estimates show that there is a shortfall of 4 million

Rigger," he says.

student residences in Western Europe - it's certainly
plenty to focus on. Right now that's our focus. What we

"It's a housing form that could be great to live in - at least

offer is a community good as an alternative to privatising

IRUÀYH\HDUV

the waterfront to expensive apartments," says Ingels.
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BACK TO THE FUTURE
BY HYPERLOOP
Cars that run on petrol or diesel are
meant to be a rarity by the year 2050.
Progress is slow. But some Nordic
cities have radical visions of how a
"Hyperloop" could change that.
%\3HWHU7H̆HU

KHQPDNHUVRIWKHÀOP%DFNWRWKH)XWXUH,,
in 1989 envisaged urban transport in 2015,
WKH\WKRXJKWFDUVZRXOGÁ\DQGVNDWHERDUGVZRXOG
hover.

W

(8REVHUYHUZRXOGQRWEHWKHÀUVWWRSRLQWRXWWKDW
WKHÀOPGLGQRWJHWHYHU\WKLQJULJKW
But that does not prevent us from dreaming up
future scenarios.
Leaping ahead 34 years to 2050 - eight years
DIWHU0DUW\0F)O\DQG'RF%URZQ V'HORUHDQLV
potentially a very different picture of how people will
move around.
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*VUJLW[HY[VM
/`WLYSVVW6UL^OPJO
JV\SKIYPUNWHZZLUNLYZ
from Helsinki to
Stockholm in half an
hour
Photo: Hyperloop One

:KHWKHUFDUVÁ\RUQRWLQRQO\DOLPLWHG
number will run on petrol or diesel if promises are
kept.

“These vehicles help to improve air quality and
LQFUHDVHORZFDUERQGHYHORSPHQWµWKH]HUR
emission vehicle alliance says.

)LYH\HDUVDJRWKH(XURSHDQ&RPPLVVLRQVDLGWKDW
greenhouse gas emissions in the transport sector
would have to be reduced by at least 60 percent
by 2050, compared with levels from 1990. To do
that, it said cars using conventional fuels should be
phased out of cities entirely.

For its part, the EU commission's report said the
current transport system is “not sustainable”. “Since
WKHÀUVWELJRLOFULVLV\HDUVDJRGHVSLWHWHFKQLFDO
progress, potential for cost-effective energy
HIÀFLHQF\LPSURYHPHQWVDQGSROLF\HIIRUWVWKH
transport system has not fundamentally changed.

There are some signs of movement in that direction.

“Looking 40 years ahead, it is clear that transport
cannot develop along the same path.”

ELECTRIC VEHICLES
&LWLHVOLNH3DULV$PVWHUGDP/RQGRQ%DUFHORQD
DQG2VORKDYHVWLPXODWHGWKHXVHRIHOHFWULF
vehicles by giving a subsidy.

(KKP[PVUHS/`WLYSVVW
JVUJLW[HY[

And days before the Paris climate agreement
ZDVVLJQHGLQ'HFHPEHU*HUPDQ\WKH8.
1RUZD\DQGWKH1HWKHUODQGVVLJQHGXSWRDQ
LQWHUQDWLRQDOJURXSWKDWSURPLVHGWRKDYHRQO\]HUR
emission cars sold on their territory in 2050.

The commission said that in future, public transport
must have a bigger share.
Some cities, like Tallinn, are trying to achieve that
goal through offering free public transport. Wojciech
Keblowski, who researches the topic at the Free
University of Brussels, told EUobserver that free
public transport should be seen as a social policy
rather than a transport policy.

Photo: Hyperloop One
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“After the shift to the use of private vehicles in the
1950s and 1960s, public transport gradually had to
compete with the comfort of a car," he said.
"Authorities had to increasingly try to convince
those in cars that public transport could offer similar
quality. For people in lower income groups, the price
of public transport is a factor. By no longer requiring
tickets, you remove a stigma."
How does he see urban transport in 2050?
Keblowski thinks there will be much fewer petrol
cars driving around in cities, because fossil fuels
ZLOOKDYHEHFRPHPRUHVFDUFHDQGH[SHQVLYH
“I think you will see SUV-like type cars driven by
WKHH[WUHPHO\ULFKDQGDYHU\FRQJHVWHGSXEOLF
transport system,” Keblowski said.

THE HYPERLOOP
A completely different mode of transport is currently
EHLQJFRQVLGHUHGLQ1RUGLFFRXQWULHV

$FFRUGLQJWRD.30*VWXG\ZKLFKZDV
commissioned by FS Links - a Hyperloop
system has a “very strong case and is worthy of
consideration as a potentially viable alternative” to a
high-speed railway line, which is also being looked
DW.30*HVWLPDWHGLWZRXOGWDNHEHWZHHQWR
years to complete.
Although the commission in its vision of 2050
did not foresee a magnetic tube, it did note the
importance of high-speed rail and argued that by
2050 the majority of medium-distance passenger
transport should go by rail.
Will we get there?
7KHFRPPLVVLRQLVQRWYHU\RSWLPLVWLFH[FHSWDERXW
its own work. In a report published in July this year
it said “little progress [had been] achieved” in the
SDVWÀYH\HDUVWRZDUGVWKHJRDOV

It would reach speeds of up to 1,200 km/h - faster
than the top speed of a Boeing 747. Its name: the
Hyperloop. Its estimated development cost: €13
billion. It would reduce the journey between Helsinki
and Stockholm to less than 30 minutes.

´'HVSLWHDUHODWLYHJRRGSDFHRQWKHVLGHRIWKH
&RPPLVVLRQLQSURSRVLQJQHZPHDVXUHVLWKDV
become evident that the follow-up adoption of
the proposals by the legislators as well as the
implementation have been lagging behind,” the
report noted.

The Hyperloop, if it is built, would be a series
of pods travelling through tubes via magnetic
levitation. FS Links, the company developing it,
says it can be used both for freight and passenger
transport.

That means cities, regions and national
governments need to step up their game. It will be
2050 before you know it. And unlike Back to the
Future, time travel to redo missed opportunities is
not an option, at least not yet.

)L[^LLU HUK -YLUJOHY[PZ[1LHU4HYJ
*V[LJYLH[LKHZLYPLZVMWVZ[JHYKZPU^OPJOOL
imagined what the year 2000 would look like.
Photo: Jean-Marc Côté
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A world without
waste
A garbage crisis in Naples, Italy, gave birth to the "zero waste"
movement, but is the rest of Europe brave enough to change
the way it thinks about trash?
By Aleksandra Eriksson

F

or many years, the go-to solution for
getting rid of waste was to burn it. This is
still the case in many EU countries, such
DV'HQPDUN*HUPDQ\DQG6ZHGHQ

But that idea is now being challenged by an antiLQFLQHUDWLRQ´]HURZDVWHµZDYHZKLFKDURVHLQWKH
VLQWKHVPDOO7XVFDQWRZQRI&DSDQQRUL
$SULPDU\VFKRROWHDFKHU5RVVDQR(UFROLQLOHG
protests against a planned incinerator in the vicinity.
5HVLGHQWVJDWKHUHGDWWRZQKDOOPHHWLQJVWRWDONRI
alternative ways to deal with waste. Ercolini brought
a trash bag with him and showed how the content
could be used again.
”First, regional authorities scrapped plans for the
SODQW7KHQWKHPD\RURI&DSDQQRULSXWPHLQFKDUJH
of changing the collection system,” Ercoloni told
EUobserver.
Zero-waste is about more than simple recycling, he
H[SODLQHG

”It is an ethical and ecological principle, a goal and
DYLVLRQEXWDERYHDOOLW·VDFXOWXUHDQGDZD\RI
engaging communities and spreading information.
7KHDLPLVWRSUHYHQWZDVWHE\UHFRYHULQJÀ[LQJ
DQGOHQJWKHQLQJWKHOLIHRIDQREMHFW5HF\FOLQJ
only comes in when all other options have been
H[KDXVWHGµ(UFRORQLVDLG
,Q&DSDQQRULEHFDPHWKHÀUVWSODFHLQ(XURSH
WRDGRSWD]HURZDVWHJRDO,WKDVVLQFHPDQDJHGWR
reduce waste by 40 percent and recycles some 82
percent of the rest.

A BRITISH IDEA
7KH]HURZDVWHFRQFHSWZDVLQYHQWHGE\D%ULWLVK
VFLHQWLVW3DXO&RQQHWW6RZK\GLGLWWDNHURRWLQ
Italy? Ercolini suggested that the garbage crisis in
1DSOHVKHOSHG
$URXQG&KULVWPDVELQPHQVWRSSHGFROOHFWLQJ
UXEELVKLQ,WDO\·VWKLUGODUJHVWFLW\DVWKH\KDG
QRZKHUHWRSXWLW$OOWKHQHDUE\GXPSVKDGÀOOHGXS
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DIWHU\HDUVRIPLVPDQDJHPHQWE\WKHORFDOPDÀD
7KHVWUHHWVEHJDQRYHUÁRZLQJ6RPHSHRSOHVHWÀUH
WRELQVDQGWR[LFVPRNHVSUHDGRYHUWKHFLW\
”The catastrophe meant people were open to radical
solutions,” Ercolini said.
1DSOHVDQGRWKHUFLWLHVHPEUDFHG]HURZDVWHDV
an alternative that was good for the environment, but
also for the economy.
&DSDQQRULZKLFKKDVDSRSXODWLRQRI
created 60 well-paid jobs in recycling and doorto-door collection (the average number of people
working in an incinerator is 62). The town saves €2
million a year from sales of recycled materials.
”Europe is poor in raw materials, but our cities are
XUEDQRUHV :HFDQH[WUDFWSUHFLRXVPHWDOVIURPROG
electronics and other garbage,” Ercolini said.
,QKHZRQWKH*ROGPDQSUL]HWKHZRUOG·V
foremost environmental award.
0RUHWKDQPXQLFLSDOLWLHVLQVHYHQ(8FRXQWULHV
KDYHDOUHDG\YRZHGWRUHGXFHWKHLUJDUEDJHWR]HUR
”All may not reach that goal but at least they are
working in that direction,” Ercoloni said.
People in Treviso generate on average 53 kilograms
of non-recyclable waste per inhabitant a year.
,Q6ORYHQLD·V/MXEOMDQDEHFDPHWKHÀUVW(8
FDSLWDOWRDGRSWD]HURZDVWHJRDO

THE EU’S AMBITIOUS REALISM
So what stops the movement from spreading
throughout Europe?
7KH(XURSHDQ&RPPLVVLRQODVW\HDUODLGRXWSODQV
for an industrial revolution. The circular economy
package aimed to reform the EU economic model
from a “take, make, use, and throw away”, or “linear”
approach, into one in which resources are re-used,
repaired, and recycled.
7KH(8H[HFXWLYHZDQWVWRVHWWKH(8WDUJHWIRU
recycling municipal waste at 65 percent.
&RPPLVVLRQYLFHSUHVLGHQW)UDQV7LPPHUPDQVWROG
journalists at the time: “We could have also said: 100
percent. And then it would be even more ambitious.
But what would that have meant in the real world?
We've set a target which we think is very ambitious,
but realistic.”

THE CIRCULAR LOOP
(OOD6WHQJOHUIURPWKH&RQIHGHUDWLRQRI(XURSHDQ
:DVWHWR(QHUJ\3ODQWV &(:(3 H[SODLQHGWRWKLV
publication why some waste was not recyclable.
µ0DWHULDOVFDQEHWRRSROOXWHGRUFRQWDLQVXEVWDQFHV
RIKLJKFRQFHUQZKLFKDUHQ·WDOORZHGWREHUHF\FOHGµ
she said.
Some materials lose quality after each additional life
cycle.
”Paper, for instance, can be recycled up to seven
times,” she said.

Primary school teacher
Rossano Ercolini
redesigned the waste
management system
in his home town of
*HWHUUVYP/LUV^
leads the zero waste
^H]LPU,\YVWL
Photo: Zero Waste France
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A Swedish incineration
worker watches trash
burn. Sweden has for
`LHYZPTWVY[LK[YHZO
from other countries.
It has so many
PUJPULYH[VYZ[OH[[OL
government is worried
how to feed them.
Photo: Zero Waste
France

According to Stengler, waste, which “despite all
efforts" cannot be prevented or recycled, should be
used to produce electricity and heat. It can replace
fossil fuel and help countries to meet renewable
energy targets, she noted.
"Energy from waste is considered about 50 percent
renewable," Stengler said.
Another reason that helped make waste-to-energy
incinerators popular in countries such as Sweden is
the cheap cost of energy from waste, even if plants
require considerable initial investment.
0DQ\IDFLOLWLHVDUHSDLGWRUHFHLYHZDVWH
%XWRQH6ZHGLVKRIÀFLDOWROG(8REVHUYHUWKDWWKH
government is worried that the country has built more
incinerators than can be fed.

IMPORTING TRASH
Sweden has for years had to import trash from other
countries.
That recourse could come under pressure as the
DYHUDJH(8FLWL]HQ·VWUDVKKHDSJHWVVPDOOHUHYHU\
year and recycling rates increase.
7KH&RPPLVVLRQ·VVKDUSHQLQJRIWKHHFRGHVLJQ
directive, which aims to re-design products so that
WKH\ÀWEHWWHULQWRWKHFLUFXODUHFRQRP\ZLOODOVRKHOS
to eliminate some waste that cannot be recycled.

Stengler said it would take years, though, before that
would affect waste generation.
”We have to be careful with capacity planning and
take into account waste prevention and recycling
efforts. We do not want overcapacity,” she said.
6ZHGHQZDVD´VSHFLÀFFDVHµWKHUHLVQR
overcapacity in Europe as a whole.
Stengler added that the lack of reliable statistics was
a big issue in capacity discussions.
µ(XURVWDWÀJXUHVDUHEDVHGRQGHÀQLWLRQVDQG
calculations which diverge between countries,” she
VDLGUHIHUULQJWRWKH(8&RPPLVVLRQ·VLQKRXVH
bureau.
7KHUHZHUHQRUHOLDEOHÀJXUHVIRUFRPPHUFLDODQG
industrial waste.
Ercolini, meanwhile, insisted there was no such thing
as non-preventable waste.
+HUHFHQWO\FRQYLQFHG&DSDQQRUL·VORFDOSDSHUPLOO
to look for ways to transform non-recyclable pulp into
plastics. The research project receives EU funding.
1RWPDQ\WKLQJVVWDQGEHWZHHQXVDQGDZRUOG
without trash," he said. "We need to change the way
we think about waste, some innovation and, maybe,
some brave politicians."
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With 80 percent of EU nationals soon to live in towns, questions on ideal cities are
more pressing than ever, but for some - London, a European model - is making
mistakes based on old utopias.
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ÀUPLVFUHDWLQJD´JDUGHQEULGJHµRQWKH5LYHU
Thames.

centre is being emptied because ordinary people
FDQ·WDIIRUGWROLYHWKHUHµKHVDLG

%XWIRU3DXO&KHVKLUHDQXUEDQHFRQRPLVWDWWKH
London School of Economics (LSE), the green belt is
making life harder for ordinary residents.

BANLIEUE CITY

He noted that most of the belt, which measures more
than 2,000 hectares, is privately owned and closed
WRWKHSXEOLF0DQ\RI/RQGRQ·VFLW\JDUGHQVDUHDOVR
privately owned and closed to the public.
0HDQZKLOHWKHUHWHQWLRQRIXQGHYHORSHGODQGKDV
driven up property prices, forcing ordinary people out
and making their lives harder.
The EU estimates that there are 34 million urban
UHVLGHQWVDWULVNRISRYHUW\RUVRFLDOH[FOXVLRQDQG
IRU&KHVKLUHWKH´REVHVVLRQµZLWKJUHHQVSDFHVLQ
urban areas creates “huge welfare losses”.
“To try to create an urban utopia is a recipe for
throttling the life out of cities,” he said.
0DWWKHZ%HDXPRQWDVFKRODURIXWRSLDQOLWHUDWXUHDW
8QLYHUVLW\&ROOHJH/RQGRQ 8&/ DJUHHG
´:H·YHUHDFKHGDWLSSLQJSRLQWLQ/RQGRQZKHUHWKH

“It will become a 'banlieue' city like Paris, with tourist
sites at its heart and working class people who have
WRFRPPXWHIURPWKHSHULSKHU\DQGZKRGRQ·WOLYH
alongside middle class people.”
He said the Garden bridge was a “perversion” of
utopian visions.
“It will be privately owned land with access controlled
E\VHFXULW\JXDUGVDQGZLWKFRQVWDQW&&79
VXUYHLOODQFH,WZRQ·WEHD/RQGRQHUV·EULGJHIRU
normal people,” Beaumont said.
He said that two 19th century books shaped
/RQGRQ·VPRGHUQGHYHORSPHQW
7KHÀUVW/RRNLQJ%DFNZDUGZDVSXEOLVKHGLQ
by Edward Bellamy, an American journalist.
It imagined Boston, in the US, in the year 2000 as
a geometrical, iron-clad, and mechanised structure
that was designed to produce an “industrial army”
RIZRUNHUV,QRQHH[DPSOHLQGLYLGXDOVKDGQR

(JJVYKPUN[V<5
JYP[LYPVU[OLYLHYL
only two megacities
^P[OPU[OL,\YVWLHU
<UPVU[OVZLVM7HYPZ
and London. Istanbul
and Moscow are also
megacities.
Photo:Lisbeth Kirk

FUTURE CITIES OCTOBER 2016 — 13

5PNO[^HSRPUN!7HY[VM3VUKVUZMHZJPUH[PVUJVTLZMYVTP[ZKHYRZPKL
Photo: Pedro Szekely

umbrellas, but when it rained, huge canopies
unfolded to convert streets into arcades.
7KHVHFRQG1HZVIURP1RZKHUHZDVSXEOLVKHGLQ
E\:LOOLDP0RUULVDQ(QJOLVKDUWLVW
It imagined a future London that was a cluster of
green villages with artisanal economies and no
modern transport. In a touch of satire, the Houses of
Parliament had been converted into a dung market.
The books inspired the “garden city movement” - the
idea that towns should be orderly and utilitarian, but
with natural elements.
,WVWLOOVKDSHV(8WKLQNLQJ2XWRIWKH(XURSHDQ
&RPPLVVLRQ·VODVWHLJKWDZDUGVIRU(8´JUHHQ
capitals”, four cited access to natural places as a
PDLQUHDVRQIRUWKHSUL]H
7KH/6(·V&KHVKLUHDGGHGWKDWZKHQ9LHQQDWRUH
down its old walls in the mid-19th century and
replaced them with broad, leafy avenues, it added a
new element to the European ideal - the green belt,
a strip of undeveloped land engirdling the city.
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NEW WALLS
5HFDOOLQJ9LHQQDKHVDLGWKDWJUHHQEHOWVZHUHOLNH
“new walls around our cities”. Pointing to Auckland
LQ1HZ=HDODQGKHVDLGLWV/RQGRQLQVSLUHGJUHHQ
belt had made its real estate among the priciest in
the world - even though there is hardly a shortage of
land in a country where sheep outnumber people.
7KHUHLVVFLHQWLÀFHYLGHQFHWKDWEHLQJFORVHWRQDWXUH
is good for people.
&DWKDULQH:DUG7KRPSVRQDSURIHVVRURIODQGVFDSH
architecture at Edinburgh University, said that the
instinct shown by the Zaatari refugees is part of the
KXPDQERG\·VHYROXWLRQDU\KLVWRU\
She said the hormone cortisol is an indicator of
broader hormonal functioning, especially in response
to stress. In healthy people, its levels are high when
they wake up, then fall after half an hour.
When her staff collected saliva from people in
deprived urban areas in Scotland, they found that
cortisol patterns were more distorted in those who
had little access to green space.

7KLVPD\H[SODLQÀQGLQJVE\RWKHUVFKRODUVWKDW
for instance, women with access to nature have
healthier babies.
5HVHDUFKHUVLQ6SDLQKDYHDOVRIRXQGWKDWFKLOGUHQ
H[SRVHGWRQDWXUDOPLFUREHVKDYHEHWWHULPPXQH
systems.
Ward Thompson added that being in green areas
appears to reduce stress through what she called
“soft fascination”.

CHINESE DYSTOPIA
:KHQ(8REVHUYHUDVNHG(GZDUG1JDSURIHVVRU
RIDUFKLWHFWXUHDWWKH&KLQHVH8QLYHUVLW\RI+RQJ
.RQJZKDW(8SODQQHUVFRXOGOHDUQIURP&KLQDKH
VDLG´0D\EHQRWWRPDNHWKHVDPHPLVWDNH&KLQDLV
making with its rapid, but inhuman development that
is environmentally and socially unfriendly.”
:DUG7KRPSVRQHFKRHGKHU/6(DQG8&/
FROOHDJXHVVD\LQJWKDW/RQGRQ·V´JHQWULÀFDWLRQµLV´D
problem” and that deprived urban areas must have
attractive green places.

´,I\RXIHOWVWUHVVHGZKHUHZRXOG\RXJR"1RWD
busy street or a dark room,” she told EUobserver.
“Trees swaying in the wind. Waves falling on the
VKRUH'DSSOHGOLJKWWKURXJKWUHHV:HÀQGWKHVH
natural variations in patterns fascinating. They
HQJDJHXVEXWZHGRQ·WKDYHWRFRQFHQWUDWH:H
ÀQGWKHPUHOD[LQJµ

&KHVKLUHQRWHGWKDWVRPH(8WRZQVKDYHDGDSWHG
the old model with positive results.

1RZKHUHKDV:LOOLDP0RUULV VXWRSLDEHHQEXLOW%XW
&KLQDZKLFKDFFRUGLQJWR(8ÀJXUHVKDVVL[RI
WKHZRUOG·VODUJHVWFLWLHVKDVJRQHWRWKHRWKHU
H[WUHPHZLWKXQKDSS\UHVXOWV

%XWIRU&KHVKLUHWKHZD\WKDWWRZQVVKDSHSHRSOH·V
ÀQDQFLDOOLYHVLVPRUHLPSRUWDQWWKDQFRUWLVRORUVRIW
fascination.

&RSHQKDJHQIRULQVWDQFHKDV´JUHHQÀQJHUVµ
(green spaces on radial lines toward the centre that
GRQRWEORFNRXWZDUGH[SDQVLRQ LQVWHDGRIDJUHHQ
belt.

Thomas More's
<[VWPHW\ISPZOLK
`LHYZHNVWYPVYP[PZLK
the economics of
OHWWPULZZ
Photo: nsula.edu
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Most London gardens are
WYP]H[LI\[OLSW[VKYP]L\W
WYVWLY[`WYPJLZILJH\ZL[OLSHUK
cannot be used to build on.
Photo: Tracy Lee Carol

HARD FASCINATION
&KHVKLUHDGGHGWKDWPRUHDQGPRUH(XURSHDQVDUH
swapping country life for city life for cultural reasons.
“The city is the single most marvellous invention of
mankind”, he said. “People and companies become
PRUHSURGXFWLYHLIWKH\JRWRELJFLWLHVWKHUH·VD
richer choice for consumers, and much more fun”.
“If you live in a small town, you can watch the local
football team play at the weekend. If you live in
London, you can see the best football in the world or
listen to the best music, but there has to be a large
enough audience to support such things,” he said.
Beaumont went further, saying that some people
loved even the stressful side of cities.
His views are backed up by an EU study, out in
September, which said that most “discussions
concerning the quality of life often turn to cost of
living” instead of green spaces.
The report said that many EU cities had the “urban
SDUDGR[µRIDPLQRULW\RILQFUHDVLQJO\ZHOOWR
do people who live beside “a large number of
disengaged people who remain outside the labour
market".
"The distribution of income and wealth in the EU
has … become increasingly concentrated in the
hands of global businesses and the very rich and
these developments are particularly visible in
urban areas," it said.
Beaumont noted that 2016 marked the 500th
anniversary of the publication of Utopia by Thomas
0RUH
3HRSOHLQ0RUH·VERRNZKLFKHVWDEOLVKHG
the genre, loved gardens, but their crowning
DFKLHYHPHQWZDVHUDGLFDWLRQRIÀQDQFLDO
inequality.
:KHQDVNHGZKLFKOHVVRQIURP0RUHFRXOGPDNH
EU cities better places to live, Beaumont took aim
DWWKHYDOXHVRIJOREDOEXVLQHVV´0RUH·VWUDYHOOHU
>QDUUDWRU@ZDVDVWRQLVKHGWKDW8WRSLDQVGLGQ·W
YDOXHJROGDQGPDGHFKDPEHUSRWVRXWRILW,·G
like to see some of the things that we value today,
socially, politically, radically devalued,” he said.
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,QKLVUHFHQWERRN1LJKWZDONLQJ$1RFWXUQDO+LVWRU\
of London, about people, including writers such as
&KDUOHV'LFNHQVZKRXVHGWRH[SORUHWKH%ULWLVK
capital after dark, he said night-time London could
be menacing, but felt like home to “the lost, the
ORQHO\«WKHVOHHSOHVVWKHKRPHOHVVDOOWKHFLW\·V
LQWHUQDOH[LOHVµ

:VM[MHZJPUH[PVU!;YLLZPUWSHJLVMVSK=PLUUH^HSSZNH]LYPZL[V
the green belt model.
Photo: Douglas Sprott

Thanks to government-funded
LU]PYVUTLU[HSWYVQLJ[ZT\JOVM
[OL+HU\ILYP]LYPU=PLUUHPZÄUL
MVYZ^PTTPUNVYL]LUKYPURPUN
according to locals.

Vienna:

Photo: Gery Singer

A reluctant
cosmopolis
Vienna excels in quality of life surveys due to its local government,
but Austria's capital may need to show more openness to foreign
influences if its success is to endure.
By Joseph Boyle

T

wo-year-old Florence rides in her
pushchair past kindergartens,
schools and playgrounds, all paid
for by Vienna's city government.
6KH]LJ]DJVWKURXJKVWUHHWVOLQHG
with grand apartment blocks, many of which are
government owned. Finally she arrives at her child
minder, paid for by the city administration.
Big government is Vienna's ethos, and a major
reason that Austria's capital ranks so highly on so
many “quality of life” surveys.
“Vienna has a long tradition - 200 or 300 years
- of having a strong public sector,” the city's
XUEDQSODQQLQJGLUHFWRU7KRPDV0DGUHLWHUWHOOV
EUobserver.
“In the US, the people might think: 'I have a
SUREOHP, OOÀQGDVROXWLRQ, OOÀ[LW 7KHWUDGLWLRQLQ
Vienna was more: 'I have a problem, I'll take it to the

FLW\DGPLQLVWUDWLRQDQGDVNWKHPWRÀQGDVROXWLRQ µ
In Austria, local governments have genuine power
- Vienna's city administration is one of the world's
biggest landlords. It enforces a rent cap and, as
private landlords have to compete, rents are kept
ORZDFURVVWKHERDUG1RWVXUSULVLQJO\9LHQQD
gets top marks for affordable housing in life-quality
LQGH[HV
7KHFLW\DGPLQLVWUDWLRQEROVWHUHGE\KLJKWD[HVLV
DOVRDEOHWRIXQGHIÀFLHQWDQGFKHDSSXEOLFWUDQVSRUW
and healthcare, and help ensure crime rates are low
- all of which are measured by the surveys.
7KH4XDOLW\RI/LYLQJVXUYH\E\FRQVXOWLQJÀUP
0HUFHUKDVSODFHG9LHQQDDWWKHWRSIRUWKHSDVW
VHYHQ\HDUV7KH/LYHDELOLW\5DQNLQJ2YHUYLHZIURP
think-tank Economist Intelligence Unit puts Vienna
LQVHFRQGSODFHEHKLQG0HOERXUQH
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RICH IN CULTURE AND MONEY
These surveys are designed to advise
multinationals on the levels of compensation they
should offer their staff. Using them to evaluate a city
is like appreciating a tune by looking at the sheet
music.
1HYHUWKHOHVVWKHVXUYH\VFDQEHVHOIIXOÀOOLQJ
9LHQQD VÀQDQFHFKLHIERDVWVDERXWWKHLQGH[HV
LQKHUDQQXDOUHSRUW([SDWVIUHTXHQWO\UHIHUWRWKH
´DPD]LQJTXDOLW\RIOLIHµHYHQLIWKH\DUHVWUXJJOLQJ
WRÀQGZRUNRUIDFLQJRWKHUKDUGVKLSV
9LHQQD VWRXULVPGLUHFWRU1RUEHUW.HWWQHULVDOVR
not shy of using the surveys: “It's another anchor
for us. Even people who don't really know much
about Vienna, they know about these quality of life
surveys.”
He lists an impressive range of other “anchors” Vienna is the biggest university town in the Germanspeaking world, one of Europe's fastest-growing
cities, one of its youngest, and the only capital city
with productive vineyards.
He does not even resort to Vienna's staples - the
palaces, coffee shops, operas, nearby ski slopes,
forests, mountains, rivers or anyone by the name
Strauss.
That said, culture is certainly one of the main
reasons for Vienna's international fame and fortune.
Some traditions die hard in Vienna - like the introduction of
KLI\[HU[LZK\YPUN[OLHUU\HS6WLYH)HSS
3KRWR*U\̇QGRU:LNLPHGLD&RPPRQV

&KULVWRSK7KXQ+RKHQVWHLQGLUHFWRURIWKH
0XVHXPRI$SSOLHG$UWVH[SODLQVWKDW9LHQQDKDV
a disproportionately high level of culture because
of its history as an imperial centre serving tens of
millions of people. “In the US you would need to be
a city of 6 million to offer a comparable quality of
cultural life,” he says.
,WDOVRKHOSVWKDWWKHFLW\LVULFK,WEHQHÀWHGKXJHO\
IURPWKHIDOORIWKH,URQ&XUWDLQDQGWKHDFFHVVLRQRI
eastern European states to the EU.
6DELQH2KOHURIWKH9LHQQD%XVLQHVV$JHQF\VD\V
Vienna re-established itself as a hub between east
DQGZHVWDQGPXFKLQYHVWPHQWIROORZHG1RZ
PRUHWKDQLQWHUQDWLRQDOÀUPVDQGRUJDQLVDWLRQV
OLNHWKH8QLWHG1DWLRQVKDYHRIÀFHVLQ9LHQQDDQG
the service sector is by far the most important for its
economy.

HISTORICAL MELTING POT
The administration, economics and culture of
Vienna appear to map a perfect city. But Vienna is
not a utopia.
Just like in any other city, petty gripes can
VRPHWLPHVGURZQRXWWKHELJSLFWXUH<RXU
correspondent is not consoled by life-quality
surveys when, day after day, people refuse to help
lift Florence's pushchair up or down the precipitous
steps of the city's old-fashioned trams.
0RUHVHULRXVO\WKHUHLVUHVHQWPHQWRYHULQFUHDVLQJ
immigration - the city of 1.8 million people has
added 250,000 residents in the past 15 years, most
of them immigrants.

;OL7YH[LY[OLTLWHYROLSWZ[VNP]L=PLUUHH
WSH`NYV\UKH[TVZWOLYLK\YPUN[OLZ\TTLYTVU[OZ
Photo: Joseph Boyle
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7KHIDUULJKW)UHHGRP3DUW\ )32 ZRQPRUHWKDQ
30 percent of the vote in last year's city council
election, doubling its share in the space of a
decade.

they want Vienna to become more international.
´1RWRQO\LQGHPRJUDSKLFVZKLFKLWLVDOUHDG\EXW
also in the mindset, which it isn't always,” says
Kettner.

Vienna is not like London, Paris, Amsterdam or
Brussels, which have large communities from
former colonies in Africa and Asia and a myriad of
small businesses bearing the names of their foreign
owners. Apart from the large Turkish community
clustered in the west of the city, foreigners are not
VXFKDYLVLEOHSUHVHQFH([SDWVRIWHQFRPSODLQWKDW
Viennese are largely uninterested in hearing from
outsiders.

,IWKH)32WDNHVSRZHULQWKHFRPLQJ\HDUV
Kettner's vision will surely have holes punched in
it. Vienna may also slip down the rankings in the
quality of life surveys, particularly in the “political
stability” category. If that stage is reached, though,
Viennese people may have other things to worry
about.

=PLUUH[V\YPZTJOPLM5VYILY[2L[[ULY! 4HU`WLVWSLOH]LUV[

´0DQ\SHRSOHKDYHQRWUHFRJQLVHGWKDWLWLVD
multicultural, cosmopolitan city,” points out tourism
FKLHI1RUEHUW.HWWQHU´7KLVLVULGLFXORXV7KHFLW\
has always been a melting point. About 150 years
ago, only half the city spoke German.”
Both Kettner and planning director Thomas
0DGUHLWHUDUHDGYRFDWHVIRULPPLJUDWLRQ7KH\VD\

;OLOPZ[VYPJJLU[YLVM=PLUUHPZKVTPUH[LKI`WHSHJLZ
T\ZL\TZHUKZWLJ[HJ\SHYHYJOP[LJ[\YLSPRL:[:[LWOLUZ
*H[OLKYHS^OPJOULLKLKHSTVZ[[V[HSYLJVUZ[Y\J[PVUHM[LY
>VYSK>HY00
Photo: Bob Usher

YLJVNUPZLK[OH[P[PZHT\S[PJ\S[\YHSJVZTVWVSP[HUJP[`Photo:
:LHQ7RXULVPXV3HWHU5LJDXG

Copenhagen
harbour
swimming
Copenhagen harbour, like many of its kind, used to stink of oil and garbage.
Now, people swim in canals around the parliament, passing shoals of fish and jellyfish.
By Lisbeth Kirk

Photo: Jens Johnsson

C

openhagen is one of the only cities in
Europe where the harbour water is again
clean enough to swim in.

The city has built three popular harbour baths – a
new type of city-beach for locals to swim, sunbath,
and cool-off on hot summer days.

EXLOGLQJ&KULVWLDQVERUJ)RUWRXULVWVZKRJDWKHUHG
on the city's bridges and wharfs, clapping and
photographing, it offers the unusual sight of
swimmers splashing in city canals.
"The water is really clean, I saw streams of small
ÀVKDQGMHOO\ÀVKZKHQSDVVLQJ.QLSSHOVEULGJH
Julia Winklewski told EUobserver.

'XULQJWKHODVWGHFDGHWKHKDUERXUEDWKVKDYH
also become popular with tourists. They are the
most visible result of a deliberate decision in the
municipality to move polluting industry out of the
harbour, and to clean all waste water before it
reaches the sea.
The harbour baths are open 24/7 and many people
living in the city centre have taken up the habit of a
morning swim before heading to work.
There is no entry fee. Anyone is free to jump in and
enjoy the the feeling of pumping blood, tickling skin
and the salty taste of sea water.

SWIMMING AROUND PARLIAMENT
A 2-kilometre race in the canals around the
'DQLVKSDUOLDPHQWLQ$XJXVWVDZDUHFRUG
participants this year. Some 230 came from abroad
to take part.
For swimmers, the race offers a very different
perspective of the city and its old parliament

(NYV\WVMZ^PTTLYZMYVT[OL<2JLSLIYH[PUNHM[LYÄUPZOPUN[OL
*VWLUOHNLUZ^PTHYV\UK[OLWHYSPHTLU[
Photo: Lisbeth Kirk

Winklewski, a teacher in Werder near Potsdam in
Germany, saw TV clips from last year's event and
decided that she wanted to participate in the swim
DURXQGWKH'DQLVKSDUOLDPHQW
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We believe in youth, we
believe in another Europe.
What kind of Europe will the next generation of Europeans be living in?
Will they live in a prosperous, open and friendly Union with opportunities
for everyone? Or will they be conﬁned to a Europe
divided by walls, restrictions and differences?
The future of Europe will be in the hands of the next generation of
Europeans, but right now that generation faces immense uncertainties.
We, the European Socialists and Democrats, want the European Union
to give young people a clearer, brighter future by promoting:

Jobs and training opportunities for youth.

1
2
3
4

HOW? By extending the Youth Guarantee – a European programme that guarantees young
people an appropriate job, apprenticeship, traineeship or an opportunity for continuing education
within four months of ﬁnishing their compulsory education or leaving their previous job. We
want to make the programme permanent, increase its funding from € 6 billion to € 20 billion,
and raise the age limit up to 30.

More international exchange programmes for young Europeans.
WHY? Because Europe is changing. More and more young people are studying in different countries and graduating with more knowledge and experience, developing their full
potential. The Erasmus+ programme helped a lot with that. Now we want to extend the
Erasmus+ international exchange programme also to high schools and vocational training.

Culture within everyone’s reach.

WHERE? All over Europe young people should receive support to create and access culture.
We will introduce European Culture Cheques, which will provide young people with free
access to cultural events and venues and will support young artists in their creative process.
We all need access to culture, because art can change people for the better.

Good childcare for all Europeans.

WHEN? Right now, because children are our future and the most fragile members of our
societies. The current economic crisis is threatening some of the basic needs of children in
the EU. We support the Child Guarantee initiative and we want European and national policies to address these needs of all children, so that they have access to free health checks,
an affordable place in quality childcare and a healthy meal at school.

These are the 4 pillars of our EUROPEAN YOUTH PLAN.
Will you support us?

www.pes.eu

Sergei Stanishev,
President of the Party of European Socialists

;OL^H[LYPZ
YLHSS`JSLHU0ZH^
streams of small
ÄZOHUKQLSS`ÄZO
^OLUWHZZPUN
2UPWWLSZIYPKNL 
1\SPH>PURSL^ZRP
told EUobserver.

GREEN CITY WITH THE BLUE
HARBOUR
From 10am, groups of 65 swimmers in wetsuits
DQGLGHQWLFDOVZLPFDSVVWHSIRUZDUGHYHU\ÀYH
minutes and jump into the harbour water.
Lifeguards are posted along the route in small
LQÁDWDEOHVRUEDODQFLQJRQSDGGOHERDUGV

Photo: Lisbeth Kirk

When the race ends at 4pm, the lifeguards gather
DVDVPDOOÁRWLOODEHKLQGWKHODVWVZLPPHUZKR
LVJLYHQDVSHFLDOWUHDWDQGHVFRUWHGWRWKHÀQLVK
line.

"I started the training in April and here I am," she
VPLOHGZLWKWKHVXQÁDVKLQJRIIKHUQHZO\ZRQ
EURQ]HPHGDOFRQÀUPLQJVKHKDGFRPSOHWHGWKH
race.
The swim took her a good hour. It was
something she did for herself, as the event is not
competitive.
7KHEURQ]HVLOYHUDQGJROGPHGDOVDUHKXQJ
around the neck of all swimmers according to
how many years they have participated in the
UDFHQRWWKHWLPHLWWRRNWKHPWRÀQLVK

7KHZDWHUWHPSHUDWXUHLV&LQ$XJXVWEXWLQ
winter the harbour can be covered by ice.
'HVSLWHIUHH]LQJWHPSHUDWXUHVZLQWHUVZLPPLQJ
LVDSRSXODUDFWLYLW\DPRQJ'DQHV6RPH
11,000 people are registered members of winter
swimming clubs around the country, with many
more on waiting lists. Swimming is believed to
LPSURYHSHRSOH·VKHDOWKDQGWKHLUTXDOLW\RIOLIH
"The water is clean, but maybe not at the bottom
LI\RXJRGHHSZDUQV/DUV9DOOHQWLQ&KULVWHQVHQ
KHDGRIVSRUWHYHQWVLQ9LVLW&RSHQKDJHQ
But it is getting better and now forms an important
SDUWRIDELJJHUSODQWRPDNH&RSHQKDJHQLQWR
WKH*UHHQ&LW\ZLWKWKH%OXH+DUERXU

-YVTHTNYV\WZVMZ^PTTLYZPU^L[Z\P[ZHUKPKLU[PJHS
JHWZZ[LWMVY^HYKL]LY`Ä]LTPU\[LZHUKQ\TWPU[V[OL
OHYIV\Y[VZ^PTRTHYV\UK[OL+HUPZOWHYSPHTLU[
Photo: Lisbeth Kirk

FUTURE CITIES OCTOBER 2016 — 23

;OL/HYIV\Y)H[OYLJLP]LKHUH^HYKMYVT[OL0U[LYUH[PVUHS6S`TWPJ*VTTP[[LLHZ
VULVM[OL)LZ[:WVY[Z-HJPSP[PLZ;OPZPZ[OLVUS`PU[LYUH[PVUHSS`YLJVNUPZLKH^HYKMVY
ZWVY[ZHUKSLPZ\YLMHJPSP[PLZHUKPZNP]LUV\[L]LY`Ä]L`LHYZ
Photo: Heather Cowper

:KHQ,DUULYHGLQ&RSHQKDJHQWRVWXG\VRPH
20 years ago, I joined a kayak club and we had
JDUEDJHÁRDWLQJDURXQGWKDWZHWULHGWRDYRLGZLWK
WKHND\DN9DOOHQWLQ&KULVWHQVHQUHFDOOV
"It was really a nasty, smelly harbour back then.
<RXKDGELJVKLSVFRPLQJLQVSLOOLQJRLODQGWKHUH
were polluting industries in the harbour. Trash was
simply thrown overboard."
Public investment in cleaning the waste water in the
harbour and the canals has brought new value to
the city.
"The number of people with their own kayak is
growing, you have people standing on paddle
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boards, all kinds of rowing, motor boats and even
HOHFWULFERDWV<RXVHHDORWRISHRSOHZLWKQR
H[SHULHQFHRIVDLOLQJRUZDWHUVSRUWVDWDOOQRZ
they take the family on a picnic on a boat. It holds
a lot of opportunity and is a big change for a lot of
SHRSOHOLYLQJLQWKHFLW\VD\V&KULVWHQVHQ
As head of sport events, he has just released the
JRRGQHZVWKDW&RSHQKDJHQZLOOEHKRVWLQJVWDQG
up paddle and paddleboard world championships.
"This year it is hosted in Fiji, it has been in
&DOLIRUQLDVHYHUDOWLPHVDQG+DZDLLEXWLWLVWKHÀUVW
time it is going to be in Europe. They chose us in
&RSHQKDJHQEHFDXVHRIWKHFOHDQZDWHUDQGWKH
things we do for the environment," he says.

WHY DON'T WE JUST DO IT?
&RSHQKDJHQVZLPVWDUWHGE\FRLQFLGHQFH
DGPLWV0DGV.DPS+DQVHQKHDGRIWKHOHLVXUH
GHSDUWPHQWLQ&RSHQKDJHQPXQLFLSDOLW\
"It was back in 1999, when we were in the process
of renewing our sewers and cleaning all our waste
water before letting it out in the sea."
2QHGD\DWDPHHWLQJLQWKHPXQLFLSDOLW\LWZDV
noted that now the harbour water was so clean that
you could actually swim in it.
+DQVHQH[SODLQV:HVDWDQGORRNHGDWHDFKRWKHU
DQGVRPHRQHDVNHG 6RZK\GRQ·WZHGRLW"·µ
"Two young architects called Bjarke Ingels and
Julien de Smedt, who almost nobody knew at the
WLPHZHUHWDVNHGWRFRQVWUXFWWKHÀUVWKDUERXU
bath. It is the one that we have on Islands Brygge."

wires and swimming will be allowed in these
GHGLFDWHGDUHDVWRRIÁRDGWKHSUHVVXUHRQWKHWKUHH
permanent sites.
Also facilities for kayaking, paddling and rowing in
the harbour will be upgraded.
1RZZHDUHDLPLQJWRPDNHWKHDFFHVVWRWKH
water easier for kayaks," Kamp Hansen says.
$VPRVWFLWLHVLQWKHZRUOG&RSHQKDJHQLVDOVR
H[SHFWHGWRJURZ
:LWKLQWKHQH[W\HDUVZHH[SHFWWREHVRPH
120,000 more people in the city, which is 20 percent
more than today. But it has also to be growth with
life quality," Hansen said. And with possibilities for
physical activity.

2QHRIWKHWZRXQNQRZQDUFKLWHFWV%MDUNH,QJHOV
ZDVHDUOLHUWKLV\HDUQDPHGRQHRI7LPH0DJD]LQH V
PRVWLQÁXHQWLDOSHRSOH+HLVQRZZRUNLQJRQ
super-ambitious projects such as Google's HQ and
0DQKDWWDQ VZDWHUIURQW
7KH&RSHQKDJHQKDUERXUEDWKVKDYHLPSURYHG
quality of life for the city's inhabitants and are a
popular attraction for tourists. It's like having a
beach in the city centre. But more is coming.
1HZDUHDVLQWKHKDUERXUZLOOVRRQEHPDUNHGZLWK

*VWLUOHNLUZ^PTZ[HY[LKI`JVPUJPKLUJL HKTP[Z
4HKZ2HTW/HUZLUOLHKVM[OLSLPZ\YLKLWHY[TLU[PU
*VWLUOHNLU,UQV`PUN[OLJSLHU^H[LYPU[OLOHYIV\Y
OHZILJVTLZ\JOHZ\JJLZZ[OH[[OYLLWLYTHULU[
OHYIV\YIH[OZOH]LILLUI\PS[^P[OTVYL[VJVTL
Photo: Lisbeth Kirk

;OL*VWLUOHNLUZ^PTTPUNYHJLWHZZLZ[OYV\NO[OL
JHUHSZHUKHYV\UK[OL*OYPZ[PHUZIVYNJHZ[SL^OLYL
+LUTHYRZWHYSPHTLU[ZP[Z
Photo: Lisbeth Kirk

Old cities, new
shapes
After centuries of development, the European model of cities is trying
to put people first.
By Eric Maurice

I

n Europe, more than on any other continent,
city dwellers, visitors and urban planners are
likely to pass by centuries-old buildings and

"In Europe too, the parts of the urban fabrics that
can be easily adapted are much, much larger than
their historical parts," he told EUobserver.

protected monuments.

In a world of urban transformation and smart
technology, European cities are solidly anchored in
their past. But it would be a mistake to think that the

"Secondly, European cities grow by adding new
QHLJKERXUKRRGV$QGQHZQHLJKERXUKRRGV
can easily incorporate the new technologies of
environmental sustainability and the new practices

2OG&RQWLQHQWLVQRWÀWIRUWKHIXWXUH

of community participation and socialisation."

Many urbanists say that there is a "European model
of city": old and dense urban areas, smaller than

European cities, more so than cities in the US or
the emerging world, have to adapt to how the digital

on other continents, where the centre still mixes
residential and economic functions.

revolution might shape urban geography.

CLEAR FUNCTIONS
But it is not a static model.
"We may focus on the historical parts of Brussels,
5RPHRU%HUOLQWRÀ[RXULPDJHRIWKHVHFLWLHV
%XWLWLVQDLYHLWLVRXU¶WRXULVWYLHZ·VDLG$QWRQLR
Calafati, a professor of urban studies at the
academy of architecture of the USI (Universita della
Svizzera italiana), in Mendrisio.
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In the past, cities were developed by building new
SDUWVWRUHSODFHROGHUSDUWVVDLG$OHNVL1HXYRQHQ
head of research at Demos Helsinki, a think tank.
7KHLUIXQFWLRQZDVFOHDUKLJKTXDOLW\KRXVLQJRIÀFH
areas, commercial areas.
,W VQRWVRVWUDLJKWIRUZDUGDQ\PRUH1HXYRQHQ
told EUobserver.

*HUHY`>OHYMVUJL
HI\Z`KVJRZHYLH
is now London's
ÄUHUJPHSJLU[YLHUK
concentrated in one
WHY[VM[OLJP[`
Photo: EUobserver

"The economic power is slowly changing. The
division of labour is not as clear as it was. We don't
just have a few important players, small actors have
DVLJQLÀFDQWUROHWRRKHVDLG

the approach in US and Asian cities, which are
more infrastructure-centred, techno-centred," said
6WHSKDQH&DJQRWDQXUEDQH[SHUWDWWKH'HGDOH
agency, a think-tank on urban innovation in Paris.

Traditional urban planners are being faced with
new micro-economies, such as car and apartment
sharing.

,Q$VLDDQGWKH86FLWL]HQSDUWLFLSDWLRQLVSXW
aside. The focus is on control, like control of
mobility, or city-centre management," he told
EUobserver.

The newcomers "don't see the point of spending a
ORWRIWLPHLQORQJSODQQLQJ1HXYRQHQVDLGDGGLQJ
that "there should be more platforms where different
DFWRUVJDWKHUDQGÀQGVROXWLRQV
0RUHDQGPRUHSHRSOHVKRSRQOLQHDQGZRUNIURP
home and "places don't have a clear function as
they had before", he said. We "don't know what the
outcome will be" for the shape of cities and their
social fabric.

CITIZEN DRIVEN DEVELOPMENT
European cities also differ from elsewhere in the
world by how they apply the concept of “smart
cities”. Smart cities is the name given to the
use of new technologies and data to improve
infrastructure, mobility or energy consumption.
"European cities differentiate themselves from

+HFLWHGWKHH[DPSOHRI%XHQRV$LUHVZKHUHD
VRFDOOHG&HQWUDOLVHG7UDQVLW&RPPDQG6WDWLRQ
PDQDJHVWKHFDUDQGSHGHVWULDQWUDIÀFRIWKHZKROH
urban area.
$VD(XURSHDQFRXQWHUH[DPSOH&DJQRW
KLJKOLJKWHGWKH&RQÁXHQFHSURMHFWLQ/\RQ)UDQFH
where a former industrial area in the city centre has
been redesigned by local residents.
In the smart community, human initiatives and social
links are more important than technology to improve
urban conditions.
7KH&RQÁXHQFHSURMHFWLQFOXGHVDÁHHWRIVHOI
service electric cars for residents and people
working there.

Brussels. More and
TVYLWLVWSLZOVW
online and work from
home meaning
[OH[ WSHJLZKVU[
have a clear function
HZ[OL`OHKILMVYL
Photo: Ludovic
Lubeigt
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0U[OL5L[OLYSHUKZPUWLYJLU[VM[OL[LYYP[VY`
^HZJSHZZPÄLKHZWYLKVTPUHU[S`\YIHU[OLOPNOLZ[YH[L
PU[OL,<HOLHKVM)LSNP\TWLYJLU[HUK[OL<UP[LK
2PUNKVTWLYJLU[HJJVYKPUN[V,\YVZ[H[
3KRWR%HUW.DXIPDQQ

These preoccupations
are closely linked to the
identity of European
cities, whose aspect
and spatial organisation
evolved during centuries.
"European cities are
civitas, the role of
FLWL]HQVKLSLVFHQWUDO
$QWRQLR&DODIDWLLQVLVWHG

People are encouraged to have plants, fruits
and vegetables on their balcony, to work in
a community garden or to buy at the local
market, which sells only products coming from a
30-kilometre radius.
5HVLGHQWLDOEXLOGLQJVDUHHTXLSSHGZLWKORFDO
energy management systems to adapt energy
consumption to evolving conditions and reduce
the use of energy.

"Quite differently from
other world regions,
H[WUHPHSRYHUW\
and deprivation
are understood as
unacceptable in European
cities. The role of cities as
a social integration device - and the key role of
public spaces - is a further dimension to consider
when discussing the European model of a city,"
he said
This, he added, plays "an even more important
role than the features of the urban fabrics [how
XUEDQDUHDVORRNOLNH@WRLGHQWLI\WKH¶(XURSHDQ
model of city'."
7LKLZ[YPHUZ[YLL[ZSPUR[VZOVWWPUN
3KRWR.ULVWR̆HU7UROOH

Some buildings create more energy than they
use thanks to photovoltaic panels and changes to
the heating generation and distribution systems.
7KH(XURSHDQPRGHOIRUVPDUWFLWLHV&DJQRW
said, is more focused on people and how they
live and move.

LOCAL PLAYERS
In large cities, he said, areas with offices,
VKRSVDQGUHVLGHQWLDO]RQHVDUHFORVHWRHDFK
RWKHUEXWRIWHQGRQ·WVKDUHWKHVDPHORJLF7KH
question is why and how inhabitants move to
other parts of the city.”
The other issue, he added, is "the issue of
animation" of the community: "The smart city is
where there is a real network of local players.
<RXGRQ·WGHFUHHFLWL]HQSDUWLFLSDWLRQ
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AER

R E V I TA L I S I N G
DEMOCRACY

ACTING FOR YOUTH
EMPLOYMENT, MOBILITY
& ENTREPRENEURSHIP
The Assembly of European Regions (AER) is the largest network of regions in wider Europe, gathering
regions from 35 countries, working for a peaceful and prosperous Europe. AER is the place to be for
regional stakeholders across the European continent. We stand strong to promote a Europe that embraces
its diversity to thrive in a global world.
In 2016, AER is targeting its actions to “revitalise democracy” which has delivered results in the fields of growth
& jobs, participation & inclusion and securing the future of regions. Our work on youth is particularly relevant
as we believe that Europe’s future depends on giving our young people the tools to develop their
entrepreneurship spirit and to improve their chances of finding quality and sustainable jobs. The AER Summer
Academy (16-20 August 2016, Østfold-NO) and AER’s very own international youth mobility programme,
Eurodyssey, have successfully provided answers and inspiration to young people and regional politicians. The
AER Youth Regional Network continues to involve young people from across Europe in a culture of dialogue and
exchange. AER will be present at the European Week of Regions and Cities with a workshop on “EU Regions Partners for Youth” (12 Oct. at the CoR, workshop 12B75).
Join us to support young people in your region.
To discover all AER activities, visit our website.

www.aer.eu
info@aer.eu
Connecting regions, inspiring Europe since 1985
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Europe's rare youthful
villages
Some villages in the EU are bucking the trend by attracting young people. But unless there is
outside funding and local action, Europe's countryside will be full of ghosts.
By Nikolaj Nielsen

D

RUSHQ+HHGH1HXOHKHDQG:LSSLQJHQ)HZ
people have ever heard of them.

local infrastructure and an engaged community are
among the factors for their apparent success.

%XWWKHVPDOO*HUPDQYLOODJHVQHDUWKH'XWFK
ERUGHULQWKH(PVODQGGLVWULFWKDYHSROLF\H[SHUWV
scratching their heads.

:HRIWHQÀQGWKDWLWLVWKHSHRSOHZKRDUHOLYLQJ
there and how engaged they are in the matters of
the town," she said.

Unlike almost every other village in the EU, young
people actually want to live there.

A handful of other similar success stories are found
in eastern Germany.

The average age in these villages hovers around
40, another anomaly when compared to other
places where old people far outnumber the young.

But overall, the German trend appears to follow the
same pattern as everywhere else in the EU.

GHOST TOWNS
Werlte, a larger town of some 9,900, has an
DYHUDJHDJHRIDFFRUGLQJWRÀJXUHVIURP
2014.
7KHUHVD'DPPIURPWKH%HUOLQ,QVWLWXWHIRU
3RSXODWLRQDQG'HYHORSPHQWWKLQNWDQNVD\VJRRG
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Earlier this year, Italy's environmental agency,
Legambiente, warned that some 2,500 Italian
towns are at risk of emptying out entirely.
5HSRUWVRIVRFDOOHGJKRVWWRZQVDUHEHFRPLQJ
increasingly common.

Last year, the mayor of Sellia, an Italian village in
&DWDQ]DURHYHQVLJQHGDWRQJXHLQFKHHNGHFUHH
that banned people from dying.

But the future of villages in all of Germany remains
SUHFDULRXV&RPSDQLHVZRQ WORFDWHRUVHWXSVKRS
in places where there is no skilled workforce.

<RXQJSHRSOHDUHPRYLQJDZD\RUKDYHDOUHDG\TXLW
villages, leaving behind elderly people, who die with
no one to replace them.

$QG*HUPDQ\ VODUJHPLJUDQWLQÁRZODVW\HDULVQR
replacement.

,Q*HUPDQ\PDQ\PRYHWRELJWRZQVOLNH&RORJQH
DQG)UDQNIXUWLQWKHZHVWRU/HLS]LJDQG'UHVGHQLQ
the east. Few return.
As the population drops, investment in
infrastructure gets cut and jobs disappear.
The east of Germany was hit hard following the fall
of the Berlin wall. The youth went west, settled and
had families, leaving behind a so-called diminished
generation in the east.
The negative imbalance between the two halves
KDVVLQFHPRUHRUOHVVUHFRYHUHG&LWLHVLQWKHHDVW
ZHUHZHOOÀQDQFHGDIWHUUHXQLÀFDWLRQ8QLYHUVLWLHV
developed and living conditions improved.

People seeking international protection gravitate
WRZDUGVODUJHFLWLHVDWWUDFWHGE\MREVDQGSUR[LPLW\
to friends or fellow communities.
"The areas that are struggling now will continue to
struggle with population decline and the migration
ÁRZVZRQ WFKDQJHWKDWVDLG'DPP

WALES, A FARMER, AND A PUB
2QKLVIDUPLQFHQWUDO:DOHV\HDUROG7RP
Jones tends to cattle and sheep.
His story and the story of a village pub show how
EU funding can help combat the slow death of
(XURSH·VFRXQWU\VLGH
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"Empowerment is what the rural development
VFKHPHEULQJV7KDW·VZK\LW·VVRYDOXDEOHEXWLW·V
not always appreciated by politicians," he said.

EU FUNDING GAP
Jones, unlike many of his peers in Wales, did not
YRWHIRU%UH[LW
When Britain leaves the EU, probably at some point
DIWHUWKH%ULWLVKJRYHUQPHQWZLOOKDYHWRÀQG
DUHSODFHPHQWIRU&$3WRNHHSRWKHUIDUPVDQG
pubs from dying.

-HYTLYZPU>HSLZWVJRL[HYV\UKÁTPSSPVUH`LHYPU,<
money for their own businesses.
Photo: EUobserver

Jones employs two people full-time and another person
part-time to help tend to the 360 hectares he shares
with his wife.

But those who stay behind in the EU are also likely
to face funding gaps.
6L[WHHQ\HDUVDJRWKH(8GLYLGHGWKH&$3LQWR
WZRSLOODUV2QHIRUIDUPHUVDQGDQRWKHUIRUUXUDO
GHYHORSPHQW%XW+HOHQH0RUDXWDSROLF\H[SHUW
at the EU's body for sub-national authorities, the
&RPPLWWHHRIWKH5HJLRQVVD\VWKHPRYHKDVKDG
an adverse effect on villages.

"I've been farming for 45 years," he says over the
phone.
Like many of his peers, he receives payments from the

'ZLQGOLQJLQYHVWPHQWLVDGUDLQVKHVDLGQRWLQJ
that some rural regions in Europe still lack internet
access.

(8 V&RPPRQ$JULFXOWXUDO3ROLF\ &$3 
"Welsh farmers depend very heavily on the …
payments," he said.
Farmers in Wales pocket around €240 million a year in
EU money for their own businesses.

"As we have fewer and fewer farmers it is
necessary to create other sorts of jobs, but there is
no investment in this area," she said.
She says only 10 percent of the regional
development fund is actually being used in rural
areas.

%XWDQRWKHUSDUWRIWKH&$3PRQH\JRHVWRKHOSUXUDO
development, with nearly €1 billion set aside for new
projects between 2014-2020.
-RQHVLVDOVRWKHYLFHSUHVLGHQWRIWKH:DOHV&RXQFLO
IRU9ROXQWDU\$FWLRQ :&9$ DSDUWO\(8IXQGHGJURXS
He said the EU money is a lifeline, and helps to
“provide employment to advisers, support people,
trainers, people who are sons and daughters of farmers
who live in the countryside”.
Last year, locals saved a pub in the village of
%U\QJZUDQRQ$QJOHVH\E\VHFXULQJD:&9$ORDQ
7KHSXELVQRZEHLQJUXQDVDQRQSURÀWHQWHUSULVH
-RQHVVD\VLWZRXOGKDYHIROGHGZLWKRXWRXWVLGHH[SHUW
help. He noted that similar investments, coupled
with community action, are needed to protect Welsh

villages.
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"It is completely unfair that for 90 percent of the
territory, you have 10 percent of the budget," she
said.

9LWVY[ZVMZV
called ghost towns
are becoming
increasingly common
PU,\YVWL
Photo: Lisbeth Kirk
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2030
B R U S S E L S

The EU capital has had an awful year. Looking forward, the city needs to urgently make
itself a better place for people to live in and visit, starting with its notorious problems with
congestion, pollution and bureaucracy.
By Gareth Harding

T

he past year has been an “annus
horribilis” for Brussels. First, terrorists
from the city were linked with the Paris
WHUURULVWDWWDFNVLQ1RYHPEHUFDXVLQJ
authorities to lock down the Belgian capital for three
days resulting in over €350 million losses for local
businesses.
7KHQLQ0DUFKVXLFLGHERPEHUVNLOOHGSHRSOHLQ
twin attacks on Brussels airport and a metro station
in the EU district.
$FLW\WKDWZDVEHVWNQRZQIRUFKRFRODWHZDIÁHV

and a statue of a peeing boy was suddenly
VSODVKHGDOORYHUWKHZRUOG·VPHGLDDVDKRWEHGRI
jihadism.
&LW\DXWKRULWLHVDQG35SHRSOHUHDFWHGE\ODXQFKLQJ
a raft of increasingly surreal campaigns to lure back
visitors. But publicity stunts will not work unless
policies are changed and Brussels becomes a city
that people feel more comfortable and safe to visit
and to live in.
At present, the blunt truth is it is failing on both
counts. In terms of overnight visitors, Brussels
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GRHVQ·WIHDWXUHLQWKHWRS(XURSHDQFLWLHVRUWRS
20 worldwide. When it comes to liveability rankings,
Brussels languishes in the bottom half of most
H[SDWOHDJXHWDEOHV
So what can be done to make Brussels better serve
the needs of its people and to make it a worthy
capital of the EU?

$WSUHVHQW%UXVVHOVLVDVSK\[LDWLQJ7KHFDSLWDOKDV
VHL]HGXSRYHUWKHSDVW\HDUDVWXQQHOFROODSVHV
KHLJKWHQHGVHFXULW\DQGLQFUHDVLQJWUDIÀFYROXPHV
have brought large sections of the city to a
standstill.
7RUHGXFHURDGWUDIÀFWKH%UXVVHOVUHJLRQVKRXOG
LQWURGXFHDWD[RQDOOFDUVRZQHGE\QRQUHVLGHQWV
entering the centre of the city.

MISSING VISION
Firstly, Brussels needs an ambitious vision for the
future that has the backing of politicians at all levels
and people from all communities.
Just as Barcelona was transformed, largely for the
EHWWHUDKHDGRIWKH2O\PSLFV%UXVVHOVVKRXOG
DLPWREHFRPH(XURSH·VJUHHQHVWPRVWFRQQHFWHG
DQGG\QDPLFPHGLXPVL]HGFLW\E\ZKHQLW
KRSHVWREHFRPHWKH(XURSHDQ&DSLWDORI&XOWXUH
3OHQW\PRUHÀQHLGHDVIRUWXUQLQJWKLVFKDRWLFFDU
choked city of 1.2 million into a more liveable capital
FDQEHIRXQGLQ&RQQHFWLQJ%UXVVHOVDWKRXJKW
provoking book by Pascal Smet, the minister for
mobility and public works.

This would help halt suburban sprawl in Wallonia
and Flanders, encourage the 250,000 people who
drive into the city every day to live in it instead
RIMXVWSURÀWLQJIURPLWVLQIUDVWUXFWXUHDQGSXVK
commuters to use the regional train network.
The federal government also needs to scrap its
generous subsidies for company cars, which
account for half of all new cars bought. The saved
money should be used to build a new metro line
to the south of the city and create more dedicated
cycle paths and car-free lines for all trams.
0RQWSHOOLHUDTXDUWHURIWKHVL]HRI%UXVVHOVKDV
laid down 64km of tramlines since 2000, so there is
no reason why Brussels cannot.

PUT PEOPLE FIRST
Secondly, Brussels needs a transport policy that
SXWVSHRSOHQRWFDUVÀUVW

To dissuade car drivers from entering the city
centre, almost all roads inside the inner ring road
should be pedestrianised.

Brussels used to
be known for its
JOVJVSH[LZ^HɊLZ
and a statue of a
ZTHSSIV`WLLPUN
but was suddenly
ZWSHZOLKHSSV]LY[OL
world’s media as a
OV[ILKVMQPOHKPZT
Photo: wikipedia

;OL[LUZVM[OV\ZHUKZVM,<VɉJPHSZ^OVILULÄ[MYVT[OL
JP[`»ZZLY]PJLZZOV\SKWH`[OLPY[H_LZPU[V[OL)LSNPHUZ[H[L
JVɈLYZYH[OLY[OHU[OL,\YVWLHU<UPVU»Z
3KRWR*XLOODXPH3%RSSH
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)Y\ZZLSZULPNOIV\YOVVKZHYLZ[\ɈLKM\SSVMHY[UV\]LH\NLTZ
ILLJOMVYLZ[ZHUKLɈVY[SLZZS`OPWOHUNV\[Z
Photo: John and Melanie (Illingworth) Kotsopoulos

&LW\DXWKRULWLHVKDYHDOUHDG\PDGHDEROGVWHSWRZDUGV
WKLVJRDOE\FUHDWLQJDFDUIUHH]RQHLQWKHKLVWRULF
FHQWUHZKLFKRIÀFLDOVFODLPZLOOEHWKHVHFRQGELJJHVW
in Europe after Venice.
+RZHYHUWKHSODQQHHGVWREHH[WHQGHGWRWDNHLQ
VTXDUHVOLNH3ODFH6DEORQFXUUHQWO\RQHRI(XURSH·V
prettiest car-parks - and the packed, narrow lanes
around Place St Gery.

ARCHITECTURAL JEWELS
%UXVVHOVKDVVRPHRIWKHZRUOG·VPRVWDVWRQLVKLQJ
architectural jewels. However, many are inaccessible.
If cities like Prague, Florence and Paris can provide
monuments that double as breathtaking viewing
platforms, why is it not possible to go to the top of the
gold-encrusted Palais de Justice dome - which has
been covered in scaffolding since the early 1990s - or
WKHVSLUHRIWKHPDJQLÀFHQW+RWHOGH9LOOHRQWKH*UDQG
Place?
And why should visitors only be allowed into the royal
SDODFHZKHUHWKHNLQJQRORQJHUOLYHVIRUVL[ZHHNV
a year, and to the royal greenhouses at Laeken only
two weeks a year?

ATOMIUM IS OLD NEWS
Thirdly, as well as opening up old buildings, Brussels
QHHGVWREXLOGVRPHQHZRQHVWKDWWUXPSHWWKHFLW\·V
ambitions, inspire tourists to visit and put the city on the
world map.
In the last 25 years, Spain alone has given the
ZRUOGWKH&LW\RI$UWVDQG6FLHQFHVLQ9DOHQFLDWKH
Guggenheim museum in Bilbao and another Frank
*HKU\PDVWHUSLHFHWKH&LW\RI:LQHFRPSOH[LQWKH
5LRMDUHJLRQ
In Brussels, the last interesting building to be erected
was the Atomium. That was in 1958.

FREE WIFI
Fourth and last, city authorities could help make
Brussels more dynamic and competitive, cutting
its shameful, 20-percent unemployment rate in the
process.
7KH\FRXOGSURYLGHIUHHFLW\ZLGHZLÀLQDOOSXEOLF
spaces - as in San Francisco - allow Sunday
shopping on all Sundays, not just once a month,
DQGORZHUWD[UDWHVIRUVPDOOEXVLQHVVHVVHWWLQJXS
shop in the centre.
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These are just some of the simple measures that
should be taken to revitalise a city full of creative
talent that is being held back by antiquated
rules, disjointed government, and overbearing
bureaucracy.

EU OFFICIALS TO PAY BELGIAN
TAXES
+RZHYHULWLVWRRVLPSOHWREODPH%UXVVHOV·ZRHV
on the authorities - whether Belgian dysfunctionality
or the fact that the capital is divided into 19
DGPLQLVWUDWLYHÀHIGRPV
If the capital is to thrive it also needs the active
participation of locals, over half of whom were born
abroad or to foreign parents.
,IWKHVHPDLQO\QRQ%HOJLDQFLWL]HQVSD\WKHLUWD[HV
in the city they should also be allowed to vote in
elections for the Brussels regional government.

Likewise, it is only fair that the tens of thousands of
(8RIÀFLDOVZKREHQHÀWIURPWKHFLW\·VVHUYLFHVSD\
WKHLUWD[HVLQWRWKH%HOJLDQVWDWHFRIIHUVUDWKHUWKDQ
WKH(XURSHDQ8QLRQ·V
:LWKLWVORXV\ZHDWKHUOD[DWWLWXGHWRODZ
enforcement and disregard for urban planning ORRN¶%UXVVHOLVDWLRQ·XSLQWKHGLFWLRQDU\%UXVVHOV
is easy to criticise.

BRUSSELS IS A WORLD-CLASS CITY
But despite its faults, Brussels is a world-class city.
Its centre is compact, beautiful, and packed with
curiosities, arresting street art, and some of the
ÀQHVWVTXDUHVLQ(XURSH
Its neighbourhoods are stuffed with art nouveau
gems, beech forests, and effortlessly hip hangouts
like the Parvis St Gilles.

7HYJK\*PUX\HU[LUHPYLZ[YP\TWOHSHYJO^HZWSHUULKMVY
[OL5H[PVUHS,_OPIP[PVUVM[VJVTTLTVYH[L[OL[O
HUUP]LYZHY`VM[OLPUKLWLUKLU[Z[H[LVM)LSNP\T
Photo: Lisbeth Kirk

)Y\ZZLSZZOV\SKHPT[VILJVTL,\YVWL»ZNYLLULZ[TVZ[JVUULJ[LKHUKK`UHTPJ
TLKP\TZPaLKJP[`I`¶^OLUP[OVWLZ[VILJVTL[OL,\YVWLHU*HWP[HSVM
Culture.
Photo: Lisbeth Kirk

,WLVDQ(SLFXUHDQ·VGUHDPZLWKVRPHRIWKHWDVWLHVW
beer, chocolate, and cooking on the planet. It has
DYLEUDQWDUWGDQFHWKHDWUHDQGÀOPVFHQHWKDW
GZDUIVPRVWFLWLHVLWVVL]H
It also remains one of the most affordable capital
FLWLHVLQ(XURSHZLWKH[FHOOHQWVFKRROVKRVSLWDOV
and transport connections.
It is within two hours of Paris, London and
$PVWHUGDPWKUHHRIWKHZRUOG·VPRVWYLVLWHGFLWLHV
- and gives easy access to the historic cities of
Ghent, Bruges, Antwerp, and Leuven as well as the
rolling hills of the Ardennes.
To be fair to Brussels, it is also a city that is getting
better, not worse.

)Y\ZZLSZULLKZH[YHUZWVY[WVSPJ`[OH[W\[ZWLVWSLUV[JHYZÄYZ[
Photo: EUobserver

The historic centre has been spruced up. The areas
DURXQG3ODFH)ODJH\DQG7RXUHW7D[LVKDYHEHHQ
revitalised after landmark buildings were rescued
IURPEXOOGR]HUVDQGQHZSRVWLQGXVWULDOPXVHXPV
and galleries are sprouting up near the once
derelict canal area.
Even the EU district - an urban desert that is an
embarrassment to Brussels, Belgium, and Europe is slowly improving with new bars, hotels and public
spaces.
This is not to say that Brussels can rest on its
laurels.
,IFLWLHVOLNH6WUDVERXUJ0RQWSHOOLHUDQG%RUGHDX[
can transform themselves by building new
tramlines, banning cars from large chunks of the
centre, and creating spectacular new public spaces
in the process, Brussels can too.
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EU CITIES TRY
THEIR OWN
'UBERS'
As some places struggle to deal with the impact of firms like Uber and Airbnb,
other cities are embracing the change and seeking to learn.
By Eszter Zalan
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*VUZ[Y\J[PVUVM[OLNYV\UKTV\U[PUNWOV[V]VS[HPJ
Z`Z[LTPU(S[[[PUN6ILYRHZ[SPU)H]HYPH.LYTHU`
in the summer of 2009.
Photo: Windwärts Energie

Retailers such as Amazon are looking to make home
deliveries by drone.
Photo: ninfaj

´,W·VDZDNHXSFDOOLQDUHDVZKHUHWKHUHKDVEHHQQR
LQQRYDWLRQIRUH[DPSOHWKHWD[LLQGXVWU\7KH\
introduce whole new ways of collecting customers,”
'RUWKH1LHOVHQSROLF\GLUHFWRURI(XURFLWLHVD
network of European cities, told EUobserver.
The “secret” to the success of these companies is
WKDWWKH\GRQ·WKDYHDVVHWVWKHPVHOYHVDQGWKH\
provide the right platform for sharing. Smartphones
make them easy and fast to use, while the market is
JOREDOVRWKH\FDQH[SDQGRQDPDVVLYHVFDOH
“For cities it is more interesting if a service pulls
together resources from a neighbourhood that built
communities,” she said, “these have real added
value to the cities.”
6KHFLWHVH[DPSOHVRIVPDOOHUFDUVKDULQJVHUYLFHV
emerging in cities where Uber was banned.

DIGITAL DEMOCRACY
Eurocities is overseeing research into the possibility
of using digital platforms to improve public services
DQGZLOOKROGLWVDQQXDOFRQIHUHQFHLQ0LODQLQ
1RYHPEHURQWKHVXEMHFW
´'LJLWDOSODWIRUPVDUHIXQGDPHQWDOO\FKDQJLQJSXEOLF
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQVE\LQFRUSRUDWLQJLGHDVIURPFLWL]HQV
LQSODFHVOLNH8WUHFKW*KHQW%RORJQD&RSHQKDJHQ
RU$PVWHUGDPµ1LHOVHQVDLG
7KHVHSODWIRUPVDUHXVHGWRWHVWFLWL]HQV·ZLVKHV
or to assess what are the core issues important for
ORFDOV6RPHORFDOJRYHUQPHQWVXVHLWIRUH[DPSOHWR
decide on the use of public spaces.

“Local governments are usually not very innovative,”
VD\V$ODQXVYRQ5DGHFNLDW)UDXQKRIHU,$2
research institute in Germany, who studies urban
engineering and development.
But he highlights some who are making headway.
)RUH[DPSOH(LQGKRYHQDQG/RQGRQDUHWDLORULQJ
services based on data monitoring, and providing
RSHQGDWDWRWKHLUFLWL]HQV

MORE SHARING
And there is more to come.
5DGHFNLWKLQNVWKHQH[WSRVVLEOHVHFWRUZKHUH
online sharing services might come up is energy. A
loosening of regulation on sharing renewable energy
resources in Germany by 2018 means people will be
able to rent out energy from one day to another.
1LHOVHQWKLQNVWKHQH[WVHFWRUZKHUHWKHVKDULQJ
economy could thrive could be health, with care for
elderly people for instance enhanced by a webbased community.
“These tools are likely to continue to develop to
connect people. We can look forward to a more
inclusive, more connected, more shared, more fun
FLW\LQWKHQH[WÀYHWR\HDUVµ1LHOVHQVDLG
For that, she added, city leaders need the power to
support and regulate such initiatives so that they can
EHQHÀWORFDOFRPPXQLWLHV
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