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FAMILY-FRIENDLY SUMMER
ACTIVITIES
Rocky Mountain Jeep
Rentals
If you want to explore some of the
lesser seen areas of the
mountains surrounding Salida,
you should definitely rent a Jeep
or take a guided Jeep tour. At
Rocky Mountain Jeep Rentals,
you’ll have your pick of several
different models and you can rely
on the amazing staff to guide you
to the best trails in the area.
Rather leave the driving to
someone else? Book a Jeep tour so
you can sit back, relax, and enjoy
the stunning mountain scenery.
Reservations are recommended as
their Jeeps and tours book quickly
during the peak summer months.
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ATV Rentals and Tours
with All Season
Adventures
One of the most fun and easiest
ways to see the backcountry is by
way of ATV. With All Season
Adventures, you’ll have the option
of taking a guided ATV tour or
renting one of their ATVs and
heading out on your own. If you
choose an ATV tour, you’ll enjoy a
ride that’s customized to your
tastes with a guide who can tell
you everything you want to know
about the area. Tours last from
two to six hours. If you decide to
rent an ATV, the backcountry is
your oyster. The pros at All Season
Adventures can help you find the
perfect trail and they can even
transport your ATVs if you don’t
have a trailer.

ArkAnglers

Captain Zipline

A guided fly fishing trip with
ArkAnglers ensures that you and
yours don’t miss out on some of
the area’s best fishing spots. They
offer walk and wade trips as well
as float trips, combinations of the
two, and trips that take you up to
high mountain lakes. The
ArkAnglers’ guides are
professionals through and
through, so whether you decide to
spend half a day in their company
or a whole day, you’re sure to have
an incredible time.

Experience the thrills of Colorado’s
largest aerial adventure park when
you reserve a tour at Captain
Zipline. The park features zipline,
aerial course, and Via Ferrata
tours. The zipline tour is designed
for those ages 6 and up. It has
seven zip line cables (including
one practice cable) and it typically
takes two and a half hours plus
time for travel and preparation.
With the aerial course tour, you’ll
face different challenge elements
on your choice of 9 courses that
range in difficulty from easy to
very difficult. Those ages 8 and up
can participate. The Via Ferrata
course allows individuals to easily
scale cliffs and climb rock
formations even if they don’t have
any experience with rock climbing.

Whitewater Rafting
with Performance
Tours Rafting
The Arkansas River will provide the
perfect setting for your family’s
whitewater rafting trip.
Performance Tours offers eight
different trips along the Arkansas
River that depart from the Buena
Vista office, which is just about a
30-minute drive from Salida. You
can opt for a half- or full-day tour
that’s calm and scenic or one
that’s thrilling and action-packed.
Certain rafting trips have age
limits for children in place in order
to ensure everyone’s safety. You
can find this information on their
website or give them a call if
you’re unsure what trip’s the best
fit for your family.
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Horseback Riding
You’re sure to have an amazing
experience when you go
horseback riding at Granite
Mountain Outfitters. Located just
about a 20-minute drive from
Creekside Chalets & Cabins, they
offer one- and two-hour rides as
well as half- and full-day rides.
Their expert wranglers will get you
matched up with the perfect horse
for your experience level and then
you’ll set off to explore the
Colorado wilderness. It will be a
great time complete with amazing
horses, guides, and views.

HIKING
Waterdog Lakes Trail
The Waterdog Lakes Trail is perfect for those who
don’t mind a bit of a challenge and who want to see
some stunning scenery. The trail itself is moderately
strenuous with some steep and rocky sections. It’s
three miles long roundtrip and at a pretty high
elevation - the trail ends at 11,394 feet above sea
level with a gain of about 1,180 feet. So make sure to
bring water, snacks, and go at your own pace. Along
the way, you’ll travel through some beautiful forests
and over streams before arriving at the pictureperfect lakes. Depending on when you hike the trail,
you may even see some snow or bountiful
wildflowers. To get to the trailhead from Creekside
Chalets & Cabins, head west on Highway 50 (toward
Monarch Mountain). After you pass Monarch
Mountain Lodge, continue on for 2.3 miles. You’ll see
a dirt pullout on the left side of the highway and the
trailhead begins across the highway from the pullout.
If you get to Monarch Mountain, you’ve gone too far.

Little Rainbow Trail
The Little Rainbow Trail is part of the Methodist Mountain trail
system and it offers some lovely views of Salida and the mountains
with all sections being less than 8,000 feet above sea level. While the
entire point-to-point trail spans 4.7 miles, we opt to hike the section
between County Roads 108 and 110, which is 3 miles point to point
or 6 miles roundtrip. To get to the parking area, head east on
Highway 50. Once in Salida, take a right on County Road 107, which
will turn into Country Road 108. Continue for 1.8 miles and you’ll see
dirt pullout parking areas on both sides of the road. Follow the trail
on the west side. This section of trail has an elevation gain of 220 feet
with few steep sections. But if you take it out and back, it’s almost all
downhill on the way back to County Road 108. This trail is a great
starter hike especially if you’re still getting used to the elevation.
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Boss Lake Reservoir
To find the trailhead for Boss Lake
Reservoir, head west on Highway 50 for
about 6 miles and then turn right on
Forest Road 230. Continue on for 1.5
miles. You’ll see a snowmobile shop
where you can park and begin the hike to
the trailhead. Alternatively, if you have a
high clearance 4x4 vehicle, you can drive
up to the trailhead. If you hike to the
trailhead, the hike will be 4.6 miles out
and back. If you drive to the trailhead, it’s
2.4 miles long. There’s an elevation gain
of about 500 feet with a few steep trail
sections. As with most alpine lakes, Boss
Lake is beautiful and peaceful. You’ll be
treated to some lovely valley views once
you arrive, which makes it a great spot
for an afternoon picnic. If you’re feeling
particularly adventurous, you can
continue on the trail for approximately
one more mile to arrive at the equally
lovely Hunts Lake.

Browns Creek Waterfall Trail
You just can’t go wrong with a waterfall hike. This trail is a little
further away than some of the others (30-minute drive), but it
will be well worth it. To get to the trailhead, head east on
Highway 50 and in Poncha Springs, turn left on US-285 N. After
about 12 miles, turn left on County Road 270 and then continue
straight on County Road 272. After 2 miles, you’ll need to turn
left to stay on County Road 272 and the clearly marked trailhead
will be 1.6 miles down the road. This trail is rated as moderate to
difficult as there some steep switchbacks in the first 1.5 miles of
the trail. Overall, the trail is 6.2 miles roundtrip with an elevation
gain of 984 feet. Along the trail, there are meadows, pine and
aspen forests, lovely views of the valley and Mt. Antero,
wildflowers, and several creek crossings. At the top you’ll be
rewarded with the picture-perfect waterfalls. It’s a great way to
spend a morning or an afternoon!
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MOUNTAIN BIKING TRAILS
Methodist Mountain
Methodist Mountain is located
south of downtown Salida and it
boasts 8 biking trails that cover
almost 20 miles. Four of the trails
are rated as easy, while the
remaining four are rated as more
difficult. If you’re looking for a fun
ride that’s not technical, many of
the trails on the mountain will fit
the bill. As these trails are easily
accessible, they’re perfect if you
want to take a quick trip and then
head back for lunch. You’ll find a
map of these trails on the Salida
Mountain Trails website.

Arkansas Hills Trail
System
Across the Arkansas River from
downtown Salida, you’ll find about
23 miles of biking trails, which are
easily accessible via the F Street
bridge. These trails are fun, wellmarked, and perfect for a variety
of skill levels. It’s very easy to mix
and match different trails for an
invigorating ride. Many of these
trails are out in the open on
sunbaked hills, so if it’s going to be
a warm day, opt for a ride in the
morning or the late afternoon. A
map of these trails is available on
the Salida Mountain Trails website.
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Monarch Crest Trail
This ride is considered to be one
of the best in the entire country.
Not only does it offer stunning
scenery but it allows for a number
of variations that allow you to ride
up to 36 miles of high altitude
singletrack if you so desire. When
we say high altitude - we mean it!
There’s plenty of mileage at or
over 11,000 feet above sea level.
The trails are best suited for
advanced riders and depending on
conditions, the trails might not be
completely free of snow until July
or August. It’s recommended that
you get an early start as afternoon
thunderstorms are common in the
summer months. Make sure you
come prepared with plenty of food
and water as well as any necessary
bike tools and extra layers of
clothes.
For the ultimate in convenience,
you can take a shuttle from
Poncha Springs to the Monarch
Pass Summit with High Valley Bike
Shuttle. Once the season begins,
they offer daily shuttle rides at 8
and 10 a.m. It’s quick, easy, and
affordable - just be sure to make a
reservation as they can fill up
quickly.

OTHER RECREATION
Salida Hot Springs Aquatic
Center
The Salida Aquatic Center is a wonderful place
to spend some time whether you’re looking
for relaxation or a little bit of exercise. There’s
a zero-depth entry soaking pool that ranges
from 97 to 100 degrees Fahrenheit. There’s
also a 25-meter lap pool that ranges in
temperature from 84 to 86 degrees
Fahrenheit. Open swim hours are available
daily as are various fitness classes. The center
also features a number of private soaking
pools, which are ideal for two to three people.
If you’ve been doing a lot of hiking, biking, or
other outdoor activities, some time spent in
these pools are sure to help any aching
muscles.

Riverside Park
You’ll definitely love spending some time in
Riverside Park. Located along the banks of the
Arkansas River, it provides a picture-perfect
location for leisurely strolls, afternoon picnics,
and live music. If you’re visiting with little
ones, take some time to enjoy the new
playground that was completed in October
2016. Throughout the summer months, you’ll
be able to take advantage of free concerts in
the park. On Thursday evenings from June
until August, the park hosts the Thursdays @
6 Concert Series. Feel free to bring a picnic
and enjoy the free music. You’ll also be able
to catch free concerts on Sunday afternoons.
Most of the town’s summer festivals also
feature live music in the park.
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FAMILY-FRIENDLY WINTER
ACTIVITIES
Monarch Snowmobile
Tours
Experience the beauty of a winter
wonderland from the back of a
snowmobile when you book with
Monarch Snowmobile Tours. You’ll
have your choice of five different
guided tours, lasting from two to
five hours. Our preferred ride is
the Local’s Favorite Tour, which
lasts five hours and takes you to
silver and gold mines, quarries, as
well as high elevations where you
can take in some gorgeous views.
If you’re already an experienced
snowmobiler, you can rent a
snowmobile and explore the
backcountry at your own pace.
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Snowmobile Rentals and
Tours with All Season
Adventures
All Season Adventures is another
snowmobile tour and rental
provider in the area. Their guided
tours last two to three hours and
will take you up along the
Continental Divide. You’ll be
treated to scenic views and a
memorable experience. If you
choose instead to rent a
snowmobile, they can help you out
with transportation if you’re
unable to tow a trailer. Their
friendly staff always has some
great suggestions for
snowmobiling destinations that
are sure to be a perfect fit for you
and yours.

Skiing and Snowboarding
at Monarch Mountain
Monarch Mountain is one of the
smaller ski resorts in the state but
it’s definitely worth a visit. It
features 800 skiable acres with 53
trails, 43% of which are rated as
black. One of the more unique
aspects of Monarch is that they
don’t engage in any snowmaking.
What you see on the slopes is
exactly what Mother Nature has
provided - which, on average, is
350 inches of snow each year. It’s
much more affordable than the
larger resorts, plus the lift lines are
shorter and the slopes are less
crowded. If you’re new to skiing or
snowboarding, Monarch is a
fantastic place to learn.

Salida Mountain Sports
At Salida Mountain Sports, you’ll find an awesome selection of skis
available for purchase and for rent. They carry a number of top
brands, including K2, Voile, Rossignol, Black Diamond, and more. If
you’ve noticed a bit of discomfort while you’re skiing, stop in for a
custom boot fitting session. You’ll be glad you did! Salida Mountain
Sports also rents cross-country skis, snowshoes, and sleds.

Mt. Shavano Ski Shop
Mt. Shavano Ski and Snowboard Shop is another great option if
you’re in need of some rental gear. They offer ski and snowboard
packages for kids and adults. You can also rent cross-country skis,
snowshoes, and GoPro cameras. If you’re looking to buy, they offer a
nice selection of demo skis so you can easily choose which one suits
you best.
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Monarch Dog Sled Rides
For a thrilling and unique activity during your
Salida vacation, take a sled ride with Monarch
Dog Sled Rides. With their Monarch Park
Tour, you’ll enjoy a 30- to 40-minute sled ride
in the forest and you’ll learn more about
everything that’s involved in the sport of
mushing. For a little something more
romantic, take the Moonlight/Starlight Tour
which offers a nighttime ride through the San
Isabel Forest. You’re sure to have a wonderful
time thanks to their friendly guides and
amazing team of dogs.

SteamPlant Event Center

If you find yourself in town on a day
that’s perhaps too cold to be
outside, take a look the SteamPlant
Event Center’s calendar.
Throughout the winter months, the
center hosts movie nights, plays,
concerts, holiday events, art
exhibitions, and much more.
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NEARBY ATTRACTIONS
Browns Canyon National Monument
Browns Canyon National Monument covers just about 22,000
acres of land and a wide variety of terrains. Here, you’ll find
aspen and pine forests, towering rock spires, subalpine
grasslands, and much more. It’s some of the most beautiful
country that Colorado has to offer. Backcountry hiking is one
of the more popular activities in the monument. Not only is
there amazing scenery but there are plenty of opportunities
for wildlife viewing. The Arkansas River is a popular choice for
local and visiting anglers. The canyon is also a popular
destination for whitewater rafting tours. You won’t have to go
too far if you decide to spend some time exploring the
monument - it’s just about a 40-minute drive away. To access
the primary trailhead in the park, head east on Highway 50
and then turn left onto 285. Continue on for almost 18 miles
and then turn right onto County Road 301. After about a half
mile, turn right onto County Road 300, which will take you to
the parking lot and trailhead. Printed maps are available on
the northern side of the parking lot.
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St. Elmo Ghost Town
You’ll find the St. Elmo ghost town about an hour’s
drive from Creekside Chalets & Cabins. As with
many towns in the Colorado mountains, St. Elmo
got its start thanks to gold and silver mining in the
area. But, just like many of those other towns, St.
Elmo fell victim to the rapid decline of the mining
industry. Now, it’s considered to be one of the
state’s best preserved ghost towns (despite the fact
that there are still a few inhabitants). We
recommend visiting during the warmer months as
you won’t have to worry about snow packed roads
and you’ll be able to check out the town’s general
store, which is open from Mother’s Day until
September or October. To get to St. Elmo from
Creekside, head east on Highway 50. At Poncha
Springs, turn left on 285. Continue on for 15.5
miles and then take a left on County Road 162
(Chalk Creek Drive). You’ll find the ghost town
about 16 miles down the road.

Royal Gorge Bridge & Park
The Royal Gorge Bridge is the highest suspension bridge in
the country. It sits at almost 1,000 feet over the Arkansas
River with a total length of almost 1,300 feet. While it’s a
thrill just to walk over the bridge and gaze at the canyon
and river below, the park is full of fun activities. Since a
wildfire in 2013, the park has been almost completely
rebuilt and now includes a new gondola, zip line,
skycoaster, children’s play area, water clock, and visitor’s
center. There’s something fun for all ages. The park is open
daily from 7 a.m. to dusk, weather permitting. It’s about an
hour and 20 minutes from Creekside Chalets and Cabins.
To get there, head east on Highway 50 and continue for
about 59 miles. Turn right on County Road 3A, which will
take you to the park entrance about 4.5 miles away.
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Royal Gorge Route Railroad
While you can experience the splendor of the Royal
Gorge from above thanks to the bridge, the Royal
Gorge Route Railroad will give you a close-up view
of this stunning area. There are a number of ticket
options available, each of which gives you the
opportunity to enjoy not only breathtaking views
but delectable menu items. The railroad hosts
special events throughout the year, including those
for holidays as well as unique experiences like
Murder Mystery Dinners. To get to the depot from
Creekside, head east on Highway 50 for about 67
miles. Turn right on 3rd Street and continue on
until you see signs directing you to the parking
area.

Cottonwood Lake
Cottonwood Lake is a beautiful mountain
lake that’s not too far from Buena Vista. It’s a
lovely spot for a relaxed afternoon of hiking,
fishing, or picnicking. To get there, head east
on Highway 50 to Poncha Springs, where
you’ll take a left on 285. After about 21
miles, you’ll continue straight onto Highway
24, which will take you into Buena Vista.
Turn left onto Main Street, which turns into
County Road 306. Continue on for
approximately 6 miles and then turn left on
County Road 344 (there will be a sign for
Cottonwood Lake, too).
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Great Sand Dunes
National Park
The Great Sand Dunes are truly a
sight to behold as they seem
completely out of place in their
surroundings. They are the tallest
sand dunes in North America, but
you’ll also be able to experience a
wide variety of ecosystems while
in the park. There are
opportunities for hiking, sand
sledding, horseback riding, and
many other outdoor activities.
A couple notes to help you plan
ahead: If you visit in the spring or
fall, there is a seasonal creek that
flows at the base of the dunes that
you’ll have to cross in order to get
to them. You may want to bring
water shoes if you plan on
crossing it. The creek draws a lot
of visitors on weekends in late
May and early June. To avoid the
crowds, plan on visiting on a
weekday. In the summer, the sand
can heat up to 150 degrees
Fahrenheit during the hottest part
of the day. Walking barefoot on
the sand can result in burns. Plan
on exploring the dunes in the early
morning or late afternoon. Be
prepared for afternoon
thunderstorms, which are very
common in July and August.
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You’ll find the Sand Dunes about
an hour and a half away. Head
east on Highway 50 and then take
a right on 285. Stay on 285 for
about 26 miles and then turn left
onto Colorado Highway 17. After
36 miles, you’ll turn left onto Lane
6. Follow that for 16 miles and
then you’ll turn left on Highway
150, which will take you into the
park.

Turquoise Lake
A day trip to Turquoise Lake is sure to be a
wonderful addition to your Salida vacation. Located
about an hour and 20 minutes away, you can get to
the lake by heading east on Highway 50. Turn left
on 285 and after about 21 miles you’ll continue
straight on Highway 24. After about 32.5 miles, turn
left on Colorado Highway 300 and then right on
Road 5A. Continue to County Road 4 where you’ll
take a left. This is also known as Turquoise Lake
Road and it encircles the entire lake.
The lake is a prime spot for fishing, hiking, boating,
and mountain biking. One of our favorite trails,
aptly named the Turquoise Lake Trail, starts from
the Sugar Loaf Dam, which you’ll approach shortly
after turning onto Country Road 4. It’s 6.4 miles
long and will take you to the May Queen
Campground. There are plenty of areas around the
lake where you can pull off and take in the lovely
sights. You’ll notice that beautiful scenery is not
hard to come by in this area especially as two of
the state’s highest mountains, Mount Elbert and
Mount Massive, provide the backdrop for
Turquoise Lake.
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Penitente Canyon
At Penitente Canyon, there’s a little
something for everyone. Whether you want
to go hiking or mountain biking, climb up
the 100-foot tall cliff faces, conquer some of
the boulders in the area, or just find some
picture-perfect scenery, you won’t be
disappointed. The canyon is part of the La
Garita Caldera, which was formed about 30
million years ago due to a huge volcanic
eruption. The unique rock formations that
developed over time have long attracted
visitors. Two thousand years ago,
indigenous people of the area used the
canyon walls to document their lives
through pictographs. This collection of
pictographs is the largest in the San Luis
Valley. The canyon is about an hour and 15
minutes from Creekside. To get there, head
east on Highway 50. At Poncha Springs, turn
right on 285 and continue for about 64
miles. Turn right onto County Road G and
continue for 6 miles. Follow County Road
38A and you’ll see the turn off for the
canyon.

SOAK IN THE HOT SPRINGS
Valley View Hot Springs
You’ll find the Valley View Hot Springs located about 45 minutes southeast of Creekside Chalets.
There are six ponds on site, each of which has a different temperature and its own unique
personality. There are amazing views from almost every pond and sunsets are especially
beautiful as you soak in the warm water. When you purchase a day pass, you’ll have access to
the swimming pool and hot tub as well. Reservations are highly recommended. One final note,
just so you’re not shocked upon your arrival - these are one of the few hot springs in the state
that are clothing optional.

Joyful Journey Hot
Springs
The Joyful Journey Hot Springs are
a 35-minute drive southeast of the
cabins. Day passes are available as
are passes for multiple soaks.
There are three pools from which
you can choose, ranging in
temperature from 98 to 108
degrees Fahrenheit. Take in the
beautiful mountain views as you
soak and enjoy a relaxing
experience.
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Mt. Princeton Hot
Springs
These hot springs are located in
Nathrop, which is about a 30minute drive away. You’ll find a
soaking pool that’s about 105
degrees Fahrenheit and an
exercise pool that’s 95 degrees
Fahrenheit. While both of these
pools are wonderful, make sure
you take some time to lounge in
the hot springs that sit on the
banks of Chalk Creek. By
rearranging or removing the river
stones, you can create the perfect
lounging pool for you. Day passes
are available.

Cottonwood Hot
Springs
You’ll have your choice of several
natural hot springs when you visit
the Cottonwood Hot Springs. The
pools range in temperature from
94 to 110 degrees Fahrenheit.
You’ll find these springs about 40
minutes away, just west of Buena
Vista. They’re open 365 days a
year and day passes are available
that include use of the dry sauna
in addition to the pools.

Breakfast

Lunch/Dinner

FF

Family Friendly

Drinks Only

RESTAURANTS
Think that a small town like Salida doesn't have a lot to offer in the way of
restaurants? You’re going to pleasantly surprised!

Little Cambodia
FF

50 Burger

The Fritz
FF

FF

135 North F Street - $$$$

445 East Highway 50 - $$$$

113 East Sackett Avenue - $$$$

Fantastic pho isn’t always easy to
find, especially when you’re in a
small mountain town. But
thankfully, Little Cambodia has
you covered. The restaurant
serves several different types of
pho as well as side dishes. Each
dish boasts fresh ingredients and
wonderful flavors. It’s a great
choice if you’re looking for a
healthy and filling meal.

At 50 Burger, treat yourself to
some delightfully delectable
burgers that feature creative
combinations of ingredients.
Among our favorites are the
Shavano, which includes bacon, a
fried egg, and garlic mayo and the
Bonfire, which includes onion
rings, fried jalapenos, garlic mayo,
and spicy red chili sauce. If you’re
not in the mood for a burger, they
also serve a variety of sandwiches,
salads, and noodle bowls.

There’s no shortage of unique
flavor combinations at The Fritz.
They have an extensive tapas
menu, which is great for those
diners who want to try a little bit
of everything. Large plates
(including their incredible burger)
and salads are also available on
the dinner menu. The lunch menu
includes small plates, salads, and
sandwiches. During the warmer
months, opt to dine on the patio
for a lovely experience.
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Sweetie's Sandwich
Shop
FF
124 F Street - $$$$
You’re sure to be impressed by all
the different types of sandwiches
available at Sweetie’s Sandwich
Shop. At last count, they serve 3
dozen different sandwiches of
both the hot and cold variety
made with fresh-baked bread and
delectable ingredients. They’re
perfect if you’re looking to fuel up
before or after a long day of
outdoor adventures. Regardless of
what you choose, we recommend
leaving some room for dessert.
Their baked goods, especially their
brownies, are wonderful.

Little Red Hen Bakery
FF
302 G Street - $$$$
As soon as you walk into the Little
Red Hen Bakery, you’ll be greeted
with the delicious smell of fresh
baked bread, friendly service, and
a sample of warm bread. They
bake different types of bread daily
with a wonderful assortment of
flavors, from cranberry orange
braided bread to chili cheddar
bread. They also offer a different
Grab ‘n’ Go Breakfast item each
day. You’ll be able to find various
french bread loaves, cinnamon
rolls, muffins, cookies, brownies,
and much more.
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Mo Burrito
FF
311 H Street - $$$$
For fast, fresh cuisine with southof-the-border flavor, head to Mo
Burrito. Here, you’ll have your
choice of tacos, nachos,
quesadillas, salads, and of course
burritos made exactly to your
specifications. They serve a variety
of ingredients you can choose to
customize your meal along with
options like making your burrito
California-style (meaning it comes
with fries inside). If you’re in the
mood, opt for one of their
specialty cocktails during their
daily happy hour from 3 to 5 p.m.

Patio Pancake Place
FF
640 East Rainbow Boulevard $$$$
If you’re looking for a filling and
delicious breakfast while you’re in
Salida, you should definitely stop
by the Patio Pancake Place. As you
might expect, they serve a huge
assortment of pancakes as well as
a variety of omelets, hash browns,
breakfast plates, and breakfast
burritos. While the restaurant
closes at 2 p.m. daily, they serve
lunch items, too, including
sandwiches, lunch platters,
burritos, and more. Regardless of
what you select, you’ll be treated
to huge portions and great service.

Amica's
FF
127 F Street - $$$$
At Amica’s, you’ll have your choice
of delectable wood-fired pizzas as
well as salads, paninis, and
calzones. On weekend mornings,
you can also stop in for breakfast.
It boasts a welcoming and friendly
atmosphere as well as great
service. It can get pretty busy on
weekend nights, so keep in mind
that there may be a bit of a wait.

The Biker & The Baker
123 West 1st Street - $$$$
The Biker and The Baker is one of
the most recent additions to
Salida’s food scene and we
couldn’t be happier that it’s here.
Open from 4 to 10 p.m. Thursday
through Sunday, this
establishment is perfect if you’re
looking to enjoy a lovely date night
with that special someone. While
they bill themselves as a wine and
dessert bar, they also serve a
variety of beers as well as cheese
and charcuterie boards.
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Wood's Distillery
144 West 1st Street - $$$$
If you’re in the mood to sample
some small-batch, handcrafted
spirits, you’ll want to head to
Wood’s High Mountain Distillery.
They serve an amazing lineup of
specialty cocktails that are sure to
please. We highly recommend
their Bloody Marys and they have
a Bloody Bar on weekend
mornings from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. It
boasts a nice and relaxed
atmosphere that will entice you to
linger for a while.

Elevation Beer
Company
115 Pahlone Parkway - $$$$

Soulcraft Brewing
248 West Rainbow Boulevard $$$$
You’ll have the opportunity to
enjoy even more delicious craft
brews at Soulcraft Brewing. They
serve over a dozen different
varieties of beer, with something
to please every palate. The tasting
room offers a relaxed venue
where you can enjoy your beer
and maybe challenge your friends
to a board game. If you get
hungry, you can grab a bite at
the Eddy Out Grill, which is
adjacent to the beer garden.
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Located in Poncha Springs, the
Elevation Beer Company brews
and serves a variety of quality
craft beers. With their selection,
you’ll have your choice of beers in
the Green Series at 5% ABV to
beers in the Double Black Series at
up to 11% ABV. Their tasting room
is open daily and it offers
incredible mountain views. On
occasion, you’ll be able to pair
your pint with offerings from a
food truck outside.

SHOPS
SUNSHINE MARKET
211 F Street
If you find yourself in need of some
supplements, organic produce, or other
health foods, you’re sure to love a trip to
Sunshine Market. On their shelves you’ll also
find homeopathic remedies, skincare
products, gluten-free and vegan food items,
and so much more. The staff is incredibly
knowledgeable and ready to help you find
exactly what you’re looking for.

SALIDA MOUNTAIN
SPORTS
110 North F Street
For summer and winter adventures alike,
Salida Mountain Sports has the gear you need
for a great mountain experience. They’re
stocked with all the apparel and footwear you
might need as well as knowledgeable staff
members who can help you get the perfect
boot fit for a great day on the slopes.

OPAL BOUTIQUE
128 F Street
Update your wardrobe with some of the
stylish and affordable women’s clothing,
shoes, and accessories at Opal Boutique. This
wonderful store offers a great selection of
styles and fashions. They’re open seven days
a week and personal stylists are on hand to
help you find the perfect look or gift.
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ABSOLUTE BIKES
330 West Sackett Avenue
Whether you want to rent a bike, book a
guided trip, or buy a new bike, the
professionals at Absolute Bikes will not
disappoint. They rent a nice selection of bikes,
from cruisers to e-bikes. If you’d rather
purchase a new bike, they carry nine different
bike lines with demos available for just about
all of them. They have guided bike rides
available for all skill levels. Winter fat bike
rides are available as are a number of camps
and clinics.

THE BEEKEEPER'S
HONEY BOUTIQUE
209 West 3rd Street
At the Beekeeper’s Honey Boutique, you’ll find
an amazing selection of honey and honeybased products. Their honey is frequently
touted as the best and you’re sure to agree
once you have a taste. They sell pure
Colorado and California honey as well as
creamed honey, raw honey, honey sticks,
honey candy, and honey stirrers. There are
also beeswax candle and a number of
luxurious beauty products.
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REAL
ESTATE

WES HILL &
ASSOCIATES
129 East Highway 50
Has your time in Salida convinced
you that it’s a place you want to
call home? The real estate
professionals at Wes Hill &
Associates can help you find the
mountain home of your dreams.
They’re extraordinarily familiar
with the Upper Arkansas Valley
and will be happy to help you
determine what will be the best fit
for you.
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SPA & YOGA
Yoga Olas
229 F Street
At Yoga Olas, you’ll enjoy
invigorating yoga classes taught by
wonderful instructors. With
classes available every day of the
week, you won’t have any problem
finding one that fits your schedule.
(Pre-registration is recommended
and you can easily do that online.)
They also offer classes at different
intensity levels, so whether you’re
new to yoga or an expert, you’ll be
good to go.

Integrate
305 G Street
Rejuvenate yourself with a trip to
Integrate. In addition to different
types of massages, they offer body
treatments, skincare services,
structural integration services, and
infrared sauna sessions. You can
also take advantage of their yoga,
tai chi, and Qi gong classes. Or if
you haven’t felt like you’ve gotten
enough of a workout during your
time in Salida, schedule a strength
training session or a private
session with a personal trainer.
BONUS: They have a rooftop bar
during the summer months!
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SALIDA
EVENTS
There’s always
something
interesting going on
in Salida. We’ve
highlighted some of
the best events in
town throughout the
year.
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JANUARY
New Year’s Day 5K
Every year, Salida Recreation hosts the
New Year’s Day 5K Fun Run/Walk, which
kicks off at 10 a.m. Start off your new year
with a little exercise and when you’re
finished, mingle with the other racers as
you warm up with some hot drinks. If
you’re interested, the race starts and ends
at the Salida Scout Hut. Pre-registration is
recommended and the necessary forms
can be found on the Salida Recreation
website.

Heart of the Rockies Annual Bridal
Show
Anyone who’s planning on getting
married in or around Salida will be able
to meet with local vendors during this
annual bridal show. It’s set up to feel like
a mock wedding reception, allowing
attendees to easily see floral
arrangements, sample food, and more.
Admission to the event is free. The show
is typically held in late January at the
SteamPlant Event Center.
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FEBRUARY
Second Saturday Art Walk
The second Saturday of each month,
Salida Artists host the Second Saturday
Gallery Tour in the Salida Creative District
in Downtown Salida. With 20 galleries and
artists' studios opening their doors to the
public you are sure to see something that
strikes your fancy.

Mardi Gras
Join for a mountain-inspired Cajun Mardi
Gras! Costumes are encouraged. Beads
and lots of other swag giveaways.
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MARCH
Ski With A Naturalist
Starting in front of the ski patrol
headquarters this free, on-hill tour offers
guests (all ages and abilities are welcome)
the chance to learn about forest ecology,
wildlife in the winter, the history of
recreation on Monarch Pass, ski area-USFS
partnership, Monarch Mountain’s green
mission, and more.

Vino Salida Free Concert Series
Enjoy your favorite local musicians,
delightful wines, tasty appetizers, and
sweet treats while relaxing in the wine
bar lounge.
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APRIL
Kayaks on the Snow
Close out the ski season at
Monarch Mountain with a little
something unique. This annual
event features participants in
kayaks racing down Freeway
Trail and into an icy pond. The
trail’s been specially designed to
include berms, bumps, and
more, making it that much
more challenging for racers.

The Chaffee Home and Garden
Show
Usually held at the end of April,
the Chaffee Home and Garden
Show features dozens of local
vendors as well as a number of
seminars and demonstrations.
Attendees will be able to learn
about topics like gardening and
home improvement projects. A
variety of food vendors are also
on-hand so you can easily sample
the local cuisine.
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MAY
Salida Chamber Golf Scramble
Held at the Salida Golf Club, the
golf scramble is a fun event that
draws a number of local teams.
After the competition, stick
around for the Business After
Hours event for food, drinks, and
mingling.

Bluegrass on the Arkansas Festival
Memorial Day weekend is even
better with the Bluegrass on the
Arkansas Festival. Every year, this
free event features an amazing
lineup of musicians as well as food
and drink vendors, games for the
kids, and more. The performances
are held in Riverside Park and all
proceeds go to provide local youth
with vocational and scholastic
scholarships.
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JUNE
FIBArk - FIBArk, which stands for First in
Boating on the Arkansas River, has been a
longstanding Salida tradition. The event
began in 1948 and every year, it brings
almost 20,000 visitors to town. Over Father’s
Day weekend, spectators can watch raft,
kayak, and canoe races as well as SUP
competitions, bike races, and more. There’s
also a carnival in downtown Salida with
games, rides, food and drink vendors, and
music.

Ride the Rockies - While Salida isn’t always on
the list of stops on the Ride the Rockies
bicycle tour, it has been on the list over a
dozen times since the race began in 1986.
When it does come to town, you can expect
to see plenty of spectators cheering on the
cyclists as well as entertainment, food, and
drink.

Salida ArtWalk - At the end of June, local and
regional artists, as well as street performers
and musicians, come to Salida for the
traditional ArtWalk. All types of artistic
mediums will be on display, including
photography, jewelry, painting, and sculpture.
You can also enjoy demonstrations, live
music, and art receptions during the event.
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July Fourth Hometown
Parade
Independence Day is
celebrated in a big way in
Salida. Starting with a
pancake breakfast, the day’s
festivities also include live
music, lots of activities at
Riverside Park, a kids fishing
derby, a parade through
town, and a fireworks show
(weather permitting) over “S”
Mountain.

JULY

Colorado Brewers
Rendezvous
Beer lovers won’t want to
miss out on the Brewers
Rendezvous in Riverside Park
in early July. With over 75
breweries in attendance,
more than 200 beer samples
available, food vendors, and
live music, it’s a great way to
spend a day.

Salida Riverside Fine Arts
Festival
Held in conjunction with the
airshow, the Fine Arts Festival
is a premier juried festival
that features artists from
across the country. In
addition to seeing some
amazing works of art, you’ll
also be able to enjoy a variety
of live music, activities for the
kids, and food from local
restaurants.
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Harriet Alexander Airport
Fly-In and Airshow
Typically held in mid-July, this
event lasts an entire
weekend. The airshow
includes fly-bys,
demonstrations, and other
amazing displays. There are
also vintage aircraft and car
shows.

AUGUST
Angel of Shavano Car Show
Check out dozens of classic cars at
Riverside Park in early August at
the Angel of Shavano Car Show.
The show features all types of
cars, from hot rods to vintage
trucks. This early August event is
the major fundraiser for the
Chaffee County Search and Rescue
South.
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SEPTEMBER
Salida WineFest
Enjoy samples from Colorado
wineries at the Salida
WineFest. Held in early
September in Riverside Park,
attendees will also be able to
listen to live music and enjoy
food from local vendors.

Crest Crank Bike Ride
The Crest Crank Bike Ride
happens at the end the Salida
Bike Festival. In it,
participants take on the
Monarch Crest Trail starting
at the top of Monarch Pass
and climbing up the
Continental Divide before
dropping back into the forest.
The ride is about 25 miles
and best suited for advanced
riders. Afterwards, there’s a
party in Riverside Park with
food, drinks, live music, and a
silent auction. All proceeds
benefit the Alliance Against
Domestic Abuse.
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Fiber Arts Festival
At the Fiber Arts Festival,
you’ll find an amazing variety
of handcrafted goods,
including hats, scarves,
mittens, and more. If you love
working with fibers, you won’t
be disappointed with all the
different vendors and their
selection of yarns and tools.
The festival also includes an
Activity Tent, where everyone
can try their hand at different
fiber projects, and a Beer
Garden, which features
beers, wines, and spirits from
local establishments.

Salida Bike Festival
Held in mid-September, the
Salida Bike Festival is perfect
for cycling enthusiasts of all
ages. The festivities last four
days and include group rides,
a bike parade, parties, races,
and more. It’s a fun, familyfriendly event that’s sure to
please.

OCTOBER
Heart of Colorado FiberArts Guild
Fashion Show
The Heart of Colorado FiberArts
Guild’s Annual Wearable Art Fashion
Show opens and closes with a
boutique in the SteamPlant Annex
where guild members offer for sale
handmade garments, bags, jewelry,
purses, wall hangings, weavings –
displaying an amazing array of
original creations.

Guidestone Pumpkin Patch
Autumn in the Upper Arkansas Valley
is a wonderful time to celebrate the
region and its abundant harvest. One
great event for children and families
is Guidestone’s Annual Pumpkin
Patch & Harvest Festival at the
Hutchinson Ranch in Salida,
Colorado. This beloved community
event provides 3 days of family fun
for hundreds of festival-goers from
Chaffee County and surrounding
communities with horse-drawn
wagon rides to the pumpkin patch,
pony rides, field games, crafts, face
painting, food, music and more!
friends-pumpkins
The Pumpkin Patch always takes
place in early October.
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NOVEMBER
Christmas Mountain Lighting &
Parade of Lights
On the day after Thanksgiving,
Riverside Park becomes Holiday
Park and “S” Mountain transforms
into Christmas Mountain and it’s lit
up to look like a giant Christmas
tree. There’s a parade down F
Street and then, at the SteamPlant
Event Center, you can enjoy free
cookies, hot chocolate, and
entertainment.
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DECEMBER

Santa Skis Monarch
On Christmas Eve, head to
Monarch Mountain for your
chance to ski or snowboard
with Santa.

Monarch Torchlight Parade
On New Year’s Eve, celebrate
with a torchlight parade at
Monarch Mountain as well as
music, food, and drinks.
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Don’t see any events for when you’re coming to town?
Check out the Salida Chamber of Commerce Events
Calendar for a full rundown of all the area’s activities. You
can find even more events, like concerts, movie
presentations, and other performances, by taking a look at
the SteamPlant’s Event Calendar.

FAQs
Do I Need to Worry About Altitude Sickness?
Most people will not experience symptoms of altitude
sickness until they go higher than 8,000 feet above sea level.
So, while Salida is located at just about 7,080 feet above sea
level and much of the Arkansas River Valley stays below
8,000, any mountain excursions will take you to higher
elevations where you may experience symptoms.
Symptoms of altitude sickness are usually mild, if
uncomfortable. They may include headaches, difficulty
sleeping, nausea, and loss of appetite. Over-the-counter
medicine like aspirin or ibuprofen can help lessen the
symptoms. Symptoms usually go away within 24 to 36 hours
of arrival.
To prevent symptoms, you’ll want to drink lots of water
before and after you arrive. Also, limit your intake of alcohol
and salty food. Dehydration can make symptoms worse.
Spending a day at lower elevations before hitting the
mountains can also make the adjustment process easier.
While uncommon, altitude sickness can come in more
severe forms. So if you or someone in your group develops
a fever, is excessively drowsy or confused, or coughing up
frothy saliva, you should seek medical attention
immediately.

What Should I Expect Weather-Wise?
In Salida during the winter, high temperatures average in the 40s
with about 50 inches of snowfall every year. While in the summer,
high temperatures average in the 80s. In both fall and spring, you’re
likely to see temperatures in the 60s and 70s. During the fall and
spring, however, the weather can vary widely from cold one day to
warm the next. Humidity stays relatively low throughout the year.
Keep in mind that the higher you go in elevation, the cooler
temperatures will be. So plan accordingly whether you’re going
skiing, hiking, biking, or engaging in any other outdoor activities.
Mountain weather can also change very quickly and storms can be
on you before you know it - especially summer thunderstorms. Pay
attention to weather forecasts before you head into the mountains
and be ready to act quickly in the event of severe weather.
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How Far is Creekside Chalets from Salida? From Monarch Mountain?
Creekside Chalets is located about 11 miles west of Salida, which is about a 15-minute drive. Monarch
Mountain is about 10 miles west of Creekside Chalets, which is about a 10-minute drive. Drive times will
depend on current weather conditions and traffic.
How Do I Get to Creekside Chalets & Cabins?
From Denver (downtown): Take 6th Avenue (sometimes referred to as Highway 6 or US 6) west and
merge onto I-70 W. Then merge onto C-470 E. Take the US-285 S exit for Fairplay. Continue on 285 for
about 110 miles until you come to US-50 W, where you will turn right. Continue on Highway 50 for
about 6 miles and Creekside Chalets & Cabins will be on your right. Drive time will be be approximately
2 hours, 40 minutes depending on traffic and weather.
From Colorado Springs: Take US-24 W and continue on for about 75 miles. In Antero Junction, take a left
on US-285 S and continue for about 35 miles. Turn right on US-50 W and Creekside Chalets & Cabins
will be about 6 miles away on your right. Drive time will be approximately 2 hours, 15 minutes
depending on traffic and weather.
From Grand Junction: Take US-50 E for about 175 miles. You’ll know you’re getting close when you pass
by Monarch Mountain as Creekside will be just another 10 minutes down the road on your left. Drive
time will be approximately 3 hours, 15 minutes depending on traffic and weather.
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Welcome To Salida!
And Thank You for Choosing

Creekside Chalets
16724 West US Hwy 50
Salida, Colorado 81201
(719) 539-6953

