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At Sweet Briar College, you’ll uncover everything that makes you
amazing — and own it in ways you never thought possible.

FIERCE.

When you choose
Sweet Briar,
you choose the road
less traveled.

Sweet Briar is an innovative liberal arts college with a strong history
of producing women of consequence. Our graduates are doctors,

entrepreneurs, authors, artists, political leaders and change-makers.
As more women enter positions of leadership, their presence will change
our definition of excellence in leadership. As a Sweet Briar student, we
want you to help craft that definition.

Whether you choose to major in the sciences, humanities or the arts, you
will pursue excellence at Sweet Briar, but our core curriculum will set you
apart from the crowd. Along with a solid understanding of business and
entrepreneurship, you’ll gain impeccable communication and decision-

making skills. When you graduate, you’ll understand leadership and how to exercise it in the workplace
and in your community.

Our core curriculum isn’t the only thing that makes Sweet Briar special. We’ve recently introduced a new
academic calendar with three-week sessions at the beginning and end of the year. These sessions will

allow you to dive deeply into topics that interest you, study abroad, gain work skills during internships
and engage in meaningful research with faculty members.

All of this happens on one of the most beautiful campuses in the country. Come see for
yourself. Tour our beautiful grounds, meet our students and faculty and attend a
class. We’ll arrange for you to stay in one of our historic residence halls and
talk to our admissions and financial aid staff.
This is a powerful place. We want you to
be a part of it.
Sincerely,

MEREDITH WOO
PRESIDENT OF THE COLLEGE

1

Sweet Briar women are bold, independent thinkers.
At Sweet Briar, you’ll design a personalized learning experience that is perfect for you — and your ambitious goals.
A unique core curriculum focused on women’s leadership in
the 21st century ensures you’ll graduate career- and lifeready.
Here, pre-med, computer science and an ABET-accredited
engineering program prepare the next generation of STEM
leaders. Award-winning authors mentor budding creative
writers. Business executives inspire future entrepreneurs,
and professional composers guide aspiring songwriters.
Expect spirited class discussions, cross-disciplinary learning and one-on-one time with faculty who will mentor you,
push you and excite you. Most of all, they’ll give you the
space to grow and the grit to lead.
Get ready to think critically, communicate effectively and
adapt to whatever life throws at you. Plan to get your hands
dirty: Three intensive weeks at the beginning and end of
each academic year make room for the kind of learning you
can’t always get in a classroom, including internships and
study abroad. In fact, we think these experiences are so important that you can apply for up to $2,000 to fund them.

6 in 10 students conduct a research

project with faculty — nearly three times
the number of students at other colleges.
Our average class size is 8.
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Learn about our majors, minors and certificate
programs at sbc.edu/academics

This is

SMART.
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This is

REAL.
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At Sweet Briar, amazing things will be expected of you.
And you’ll deliver.
A multiple-advisor approach helps you define and achieve
your academic, career and life goals.
Our nationally recognized career services office can help make
that dream internship a reality. There’s our alumnae network,
too: influential women ready to help. You’ll discover that the
power of women supporting women is unstoppable. You may
find yourself interning on Capitol Hill, learning search engine
optimization at WebMD in Atlanta or helping to resettle refugees at the International Rescue Committee in Charlottesville.
You might even dig for artifacts in Kazakhstan or Italy.

35%

More than
of our
students study abroad

80%

Nearly
of our students
complete at least one internship

Want to go abroad? It will be one of the
most valuable experiences you’ll have
in college. Sweet Briar students have
studied around the world — from Paris
and Oxford to Croatia, Tanzania and
Japan. Visit sbc.edu/study-abroad to
tailor an international experience that fits
your career goals.
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Sweet Briar women are fighters. From the classroom to the
courtroom to the field, they just don’t give up.
As a student-athlete at Sweet Briar, you’ll join a powerful team,
united in purpose: to lift each other up and push beyond limits.
Vixen Athletics will prepare you to lead with resilience and
integrity — on and off the field. Competing in Division III,
Sweet Briar balances competitive sports with a well-rounded
liberal arts education. Many student-athletes earn All-Academic
honors while holding their own in the Old Dominion Athletic
Conference (ODAC), one of the most competitive conferences
in the country.
At Sweet Briar, we’re one team. You’ll be a part of it for the rest
of your life.
Sweet Briar students have a saying: “There’s nothing that you
cannot do.” Here, you’ll discover that it rings true every day.

“My teams are empowering on and
off the field; the environment is
intense and positive. I love stepping
onto the soccer field or pool deck
with my teammates and feeling
like a connected unit, like a family,
ready to compete against whatever
obstacles stand in our way.”
CAROLINE THOMAS ‘19, APPOMATTOX, VA
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Learn more at vixenathletics.com

This is

STRONG.
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This is

WINNING.
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Sweet Briar women are fearless. If you’re a rider, nothing
builds confidence like being in sync with your horse — and
knowing you can totally nail that jump.
Our nationally renowned equestrian program sets the standard for collegiate riding. Our teams compete — and win
championships — in the NCEA, ODAC and IHSA. In 2018,
a Sweet Briar student took home the Cacchione Cup, the
nation’s highest honor for collegiate riders. But we’re not
just about winning. Even if you’ve never been on a horse,
you can learn to ride. With average classes of three to six
students, your riding instructor will be there to support
you — and then nudge you out of your comfort zone. From
beginner to advanced, Sweet Briar riders develop into
well-rounded equestrians, steeped in the hunter/jumper
discipline.
Our riding program offers a comprehensive curriculum to
fit your goals. The Equine Studies Certificate combines a
strong liberal arts foundation with preparation for careers in
equine-related enterprises.
Exceptional facilities — a 130-acre onsite riding center that
includes one of the largest indoor college arenas in the
country — complement our natural setting. With 18 miles of
hacking trails, there’s always a new path to explore.

Focus areas include:
Competition (NCEA, ODAC, IHSA)
Recreation
Training/schooling horses
Field riding
Equine-facilitated education
Equine Studies Certificate

Learn more at sbc.edu/riding
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Sweet Briar women go out and change the world, but
they always come back. Why? Because this place shaped
their lives. There’s something about our campus. And it will
always be home.
With 3,250 acres that include old-growth forests and experimental switchgrass fields, class could be almost anywhere,
anytime. From biology to the arts, Sweet Briar’s campus is
an ideal laboratory to research, explore and create. Venture
downstream with environmental science or off the trail for a
writing retreat in a rustic cabin. Nature is right here, waiting
to inspire.
More adventures await in the Blue Ridge Mountains next
door. You can hike, tube, ski, kayak, or just hit the Parkway
with a carload of friends.
Sweet Briar has 21 buildings on the National Register of Historic Places. Since the College opened in 1906, they’ve been
the perfect backdrop for lively discourse and a close-knit
academic community that’s buzzing with ideas.

“Our campus is full of resources, in
and outside the classroom. In my
summer honors research, I learned
about behavioral economics, and I
was figuring out how to make the
farm-to-table movement possible at
small liberal arts colleges like Sweet
Briar.”
APRIL BOYD ’18, LAKEWOOD, CO
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Visit sbc.edu to take a virtual tour

This is

CLASS.
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US.
This is
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Lantern Bearing is one of
the Sweet Briar traditions
that bind alumnae to the
College and one another.

Behind every Sweet Briar woman is a team who
believes in her.
Our faculty and staff are committed to your success, constantly
empowering you to grow as a confident leader and collaborator.
At Sweet Briar, you’ll be part of a living-learning community
designed to help you ace college — and life.
Sweet Briar’s student life programs complement your academic
experience in other ways, too. Here, 80% of students hold
formal leadership roles in a student organization — twice as
many as students at other schools! And research shows, student
involvement that connects theory with practice leads to success
beyond college.
You’ll bond with fellow students and alumnae — forging
unbreakable friendships — over traditions a century old, or one
you and your friends made up yesterday. At rustic farmhouse
tables in the dining hall, you’ll catch up over locally grown food
and homemade doughnuts. On a campus this intimate, fun
times and meaningful connections are givens.
Weekends at Sweet Briar open more possibilities. You may be
tailgating at a neighboring college, camping with the Outdoor
Program, attending a campus concert or visiting one of the
area’s many cultural sites. Rest assured: Your college bucket list
will be endless.

“We have a ton of traditions that help
integrate new students into Sweet
Briar’s culture — which is that we
care about each other and that we
get things done.”
DaZANÉ COLE ’20, HAMPTON, VA

Learn more at sbc.edu/student-life
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This is

LEAH.
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“In college, there were a lot of
subjects I wanted to explore besides
computer science. As a software
engineer, my classes in dance, art
history and literature gave me a
creative edge in the industry.”
LEAH BUSQUE ’01, FOUNDER OF TASKRABBIT, GENERAL PARTNER AT FUEL CAPITAL

90% of Sweet Briar students are

employed or in graduate school
6 months after graduation

Over the last decade, 88% of our pre-vet students have
been accepted right away into graduate programs.

800

More than
alumnae
offer career support
Alumnae mentors are ready to help students
with internships, jobs or career advice at
Sweet Briar board member
and alumnae mentor Leah
Busque ’01 was voted one
of the 100 Most Creative
People in Business by Fast
Company.

Alumnifire.com.
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Set ambitious goals.
At Sweet Briar, you’ll not only set big goals — you’ll
blow them out of the water. When you graduate, you’ll be
the risk-taking, horseback-riding, problem-solving project
engineer you always knew you could be.

100% of Sweet Briar engineering

students complete an internship

Because we know the power of experience, we built it into
our curriculum: Students in “ENGR 378 — Engineering Coop” have interned at AREVA, Adaptive Design Association,
Flowserve, Naval Air Warfare Center and many other firms.
Most find jobs before they graduate, often as the result of an
internship.

1 of 2 women’s colleges in

the U.S. with an ABET-accredited
engineering program
Students thrive in our small, connected engineering
community. They work closely with faculty, developing
mentoring relationships that have a lasting impact.

100% of our engineering

graduates complete their degrees
in 4 years
Even better, 100% are employed or in graduate
school within 3 months of graduation — 90% work as
engineers or pursue advanced engineering degrees.
20

Then

shatter them.

“At GLAD Manufacturing, I work on real machines,
learn software and take courses such as
pneumatics and programmable logic controllers.
Because Sweet Briar’s program is so broad, I’ve
been able to work with any type of engineer and
solve problems, whether electrical, mechanical or
software-related.” VICTORIA LAWSON ’20, AMHERST, VA

21

Sweet Briar College

quick facts
Roots

Campus

Recent rankings

Private liberal arts and sciences
college for women in the foothills
of Virginia’s Blue Ridge Mountains

4th-largest campus among
liberal arts colleges in the U.S.:
3,250 acres, 8 nature sanctuaries,
2 lakes, 18 miles of trails and
21 buildings on the National
Register of Historic Places

300 Best Value Colleges,
Top Colleges in the South,
Top 10 Best Women’s Colleges,
Top 10 Best Private Colleges
in the South, America’s Most
Beautiful Campuses (Forbes)

Consistently recognized as one
of the most beautiful campuses
in the country

Best Bang for the Buck among
liberal arts colleges
(Washington Monthly)

Founded in 1901 by Indiana
Fletcher Williams in memory of
her daughter, Daisy

Academics
More than 25 programs of study
Most popular majors:
Psychology, political science,
biology, history, business,
engineering science, performing
arts, English and creative writing,
archaeology and ancient studies,
visual arts
Pre-medicine, pre-veterinary and
pre-law programs, plus the option
to self-design an interdisciplinary
major

Tuition and Scholarships
$21,000 tuition and fees

20 Best College Campuses in
the U.S. (Business Insider)

$13,000 room and board
More than 250 scholarships

Enrollment
2017-18 total enrollment: 322
7:1 student-to-faculty ratio

Up to $2,000 funding for
experiential learning
Master of Arts in Teaching

BLACKSBURG
109mi

22
VIRGINIA PORTION
OF BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY BEGINS

ROANOKE
68 mi

Spirit
Mascot: Vixen
Motto: Rosam Quae Meruit Ferat:
“She who has earned the rose
may bear it.”

BALTIMORE, MD
205 mi

WASHINGTON, DC
168 mi

SKYLINE DRIVE ENDS
MOUNT VERNON
(Home of
George Washington)
157mi

HARRISONBURG
85 mi

SKYLINE DRIVE BEGINS/
BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY ENDS

LEXINGTON
37mi

CHARLOTTESVILLE
54 mi

WINTERGREEN
35mi

MONTICELLO & ASH LAWN-HIGHLAND
(Homes of Thomas Jefferson and James Monroe)
55 mi

KINGS
DOMINION
132 mi
RICHMOND
(Virginia capital)
122 mi

LYNCHBURG
13 mi
POPLAR FOREST
(Summer home of
Thomas Jefferson)
25 mi

MONTPELIER
(Home of James Madison)
80 mi

FARMVILLE
58 mi

BUSCH GARDENS
WILLIAMSBURG
175 mi

VIRGINIA BEACH
229 mi
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next steps
1.

Sign up to visit Sweet Briar at sbc.edu/admissions.

2. Complete the FAFSA at fafsa.ed.gov starting

Oct. 1. Call 434-381-6156 if you have questions
about financial aid.

3. Sweet Briar is Test Optional if you have a GPA

of 3.0 or higher. You can review the application
requirements at sbc.edu/admissions/apply-now.

4. Apply at sbc.edu or through the Common

Application. We also accept applications through
the Coalition for Access and Affordability. Early
Action deadline is Nov. 1. Thereafter, Sweet Briar
has rolling admission with a priority deadline of
Feb. 1 for financial aid.

5. Tell us you’re coming by May 1.
6. Find your FIERCE at Sweet Briar College!
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Office of Admissions
P.O. Box 1052
Sweet Briar, VA 24595
800-381-6142
sbc.edu

434-381-6142

admissions@sbc.edu
sweetbriaredu
sweet.briar.college
sweetbriaredu

