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Saint Ronan’s was named as Tatler’s UK
Prep School of the Year in 2018 and has
subsequently been highly commended
for its Pre Prep by the Independent School
Parent in 2018 and named by the Week as
being “Great for all rounders” in its 2019
Independent Schools Guide.
Set in 250 acres of glorious Wealden
countryside, the school prides itself
on academic rigour and co-curricular
excellence. With a ranking of “Excellent”
in all areas of its last ISI inspection, we
invite you see Saint Ronan’s in action.
Please contact the registrar Emma TV
on emmatv@saintronans.co.uk / 01580
752271 / www.saintronans.co.uk.
Picture by Mark In Time Photography
Whilst every effort is made
to ensure accuracy, the
Cranbrook and Sissinghurst
Parish Council, editor and
authors cannot be held
responsible for published errors. The views or
opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect
views of the Cranbrook and Sissinghurst
Parish Council. Inclusion of any advertising
material does not constitute a guarantee or
endorsement of any products or services or
claims made.

welcome
Parish Cake Takes up the Debate
HOW CRIME is being tackled in our
community is explained in an exclusive
interview with Mathew Scott the Kent Police
and Crime Commissioner. He shared
his role in an interview with our
chief feature writer Cllr. Trisha
Fermor at the Maidstone Police
HQ. What he had to say you can
read on page 24.
Plans for a community hub or
centre in Cranbrook - call it what you
will - also continues to ignite debate and
in this issue not only are there positive views
either way, but also a question about the
future of the Providence Chapel.
Parish Cake really is your slice of the
community and I very much hope that you
might raise with us any issues that you believe
will benefit the parish in which we all live.
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19 Memory Lane – Hugh
Ellison remembers the
Cranbrook of his
childhood
20 Providence Chapel – a
discussion on its future

Putting your own pen to paper (or do I mean
fingers to keyboard!) can provide interesting
copy for us to publish here, in what really is,
and will continue to be, your voice.
The recent elections for parish
councillors resulted in there being
a swap, with four councillors
resigning and only four others
putting their names forward. Turn
to page 10 for details, along with the
newly elected borough councillors.
Enjoy reading what we have for you in
this Summer edition.

Cllr. Brian Cliﬀord - Editor

ISSUE 9 SUMMER 2019
22 Youth Comment – from
Zachary Phillpot-Brian

37 Castle Discoveries –
conservation work at
Bodiam Castle

24 Matthew Scott - Kent
Police and Crime
Commissioner

39 From the Archives –
discovering treasures at
Cranbrook Museum

28 St. George’s Institute –
plans for a new build in
Sissinghurst

40 The Union Mill – a potted
history with Nick Vinall

31 Kitchen & Garden – water
for wildlife and shallot tarte
tatin
33 Community Centre –
Bridget Veitch responds to
criticism
35 Art in Glass – meet the
co-creator of the Golford
Chapel windows

43 Water Use – water saving
advice from South East Water
45 The Hive – opening for
business
47 From our Sponsor – Buss
Murton over the last 300
years
50 Local Legend –
remembering Jane Nettle
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throughthelens
Could this be our youngest reader? Grace, aged 1, enjoying her issue of Parish Cake
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what’son
JUNE

REGULAR EVENTS

SATURDAY 8
8.30am Gentlemen’s
breakfast Hartley Farm
Shop with guest speaker.
For tickets ‘phone 01580
715861

• Farmers’ Market every fourth
Saturday in the month, 9am
-12 noon
• Tempo Singing every Saturday
morning at Cranbrook School
Music Centre, 10.30-11am

SUNDAY 9
Cranbrook Fun Day

• Messy Church Children and
Parent Group, second Friday
each month, 3.30-5.30pm

SATURDAY 15
2.30pm Sissinghurst
Summer Flower Show,
Primary School, Common
Road

• Mobile Library, The Street,
Sissinghurst, every Friday
Morning in December, January
and February, 11.40am
• The Children’s Centre,
Cranbrook, offers free sessions
for parents and children
throughout the week. Call
03000 411035 for a timetable

SATURDAY 16
Cranbrook Garden Safari
Day
TUESDAY 18
6.30pm British Legion
Recruitment Campaign
meeting where light
refreshments will be

• Compass Community Choir,
Wednesday evenings 7.30pm,
St. Dunstan’s Church, everyone
welcome!

USEFUL NUMBERS

directory
Cranbrook and Sissinghurst
Parish Council
The Old Fire Station
Stone Street, Cranbrook
KENT TN17 3HF
Clerk – Mrs. L. Ham
Deputy Clerk – Mrs. L. Thirkell
01580 713112 / clerk@
cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.
co.uk
BOROUGH & COUNTY
COUNCILS
Tunbridge Wells Borough
Council
01892 526121
www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk
Kent County Council
03000 41 41 41
www.kent.gov.uk

UTILITIES
Electricity: 0800 727282
(24 hrs)
Gas: 0800 111 999
Water: South East Water
(drinking water) 0800
0283399, Southern Water
(waste water) 0800 820999
(24 hrs), Emergency leak 0800
0283399, Floodline 0845
9881188 (24 hrs)
CRIME
Non-Emergency Police: 101
Crime Stoppers: 0800 555111
KCC Community Warden:
Adam Osbourn
07813 695741

The Parish Cake guide to events
in Cranbrook and Sissinghurst

provided. Church Rooms, St
Dunstan’s Church
THURSDAY 20
9.30am onwards - Sunshine
Café, Cranbrook Children’s
Centre, Carriers Road

SUNDAY 7
3.30pm Pet Service (Bring
Your Pet’s), St. Dustan’s Church

7.45pm World renowned
guitarists John Williams,
John Etheridge & Gary
Ryan Concert, Queen’s Hall
Theatre

SATURDAY 13
Cranbrook Town Market 10am

SUNDAY 30
9.30am Special Service
for Armed Forces Day, St.
Dunstan’s Church

MONDAY 29
Britain In Bloom (Cranbrook)
Judging Day

JULY
THURSDAY 4
South East In Bloom –
Cranbrook Judging Day

THURSDAY 1
1pm Lunchtime Concert
Rother Piano Trio, St
Dunstan’s Church

1pm Lunchtime Concert
Songs from The Musicals

MONDAY 26
1pm Sissinghurst Village Fete

7pm Canterbury Cathedral
Choir Concert, St. Dunstan’s
Church

AUGUST

ROOMS & HALLS TO HIRE
St George’s Institute,
Sissinghurst: Ursula O’Connor
01580 713938

St. Theodore’s RC, Cranbrook:
01580 713364

The Parish Room,
Sissinghurst: Sue Crowe
01580 712567
ts.crowe74@gmail.com

Trinity Church, Sissinghurst:
01580 852275

The Vestry Hall, Council
Chamber and Addison VC
Room, Cranbrook:
01580 713112 (10am-12pm
weekdays).

Strict Baptist Church,
Cranbrook: 01580 713212

Vine Church, Cranbrook:
01580 712620
SCHOOLS AND PRE
SCHOOLS
Colliers Green CE Primary:
01580 211335

A full list of over 30 venues for
hire in the parish is available
from the parish office

Cranbrook CE Primary:
01580 713249

USEFUL CONTACTS

Cranbrook School:
01580 711800

PCSO: Lee Jules
07772 226048

CHURCHES
Congregational Church,
Cranbrook: 01580 388070

Neighbourhood Watch Area
Co-ordinator: 01622 604395

St. Dunstan’s, Cranbrook:
01580 715861

		

SEPTEMBER

– Jeremy Cartwright,
St. Dunstan’s Church –
12.30pm refreshments

Cranbrook Children’s Centre:
03000 41 10 35

Dulwich Preparatory School:
01580 712179
High Weald Academy:
01580 712754

THURSDAY 5
1pm Lunchtime concert
Naomi Burrell & Friends,
St. Dunstan’s Church,
Cranbrook. 12.30
refreshments
SATURDAY 14
Bike and Stride Cycle Day,
churches fund raising event
2.30pm Sissinghurst
Autumn Flower Show,
Primary School, Common
Road
While every effort is made to
ensure accuracy, dates and
times may change. If you
are organising an event in
the parish why not drop us a
line and we might be able to
include you in the listings too
– editorial@parishcake.co.uk

Rainbow Pre School,
Cranbrook: 01580 715570
Sissinghurst CE Primary:
01580 713895
Woodpeckers Pre School,
Cranbrook: 01580 720195
DOCTORS
Jockey Lane Surgery,
Cranbrook: 01580 713032
Old School Surgery,
Cranbrook: 01580 712476
Orchard End Surgery,
Cranbrook: 01580 713622
DEFIBRILLATORS
Cranbrook Medical Centre,
Cranbrook
Cricket Club, Sissinghurst
Parish Council office
Sissinghurst Castle Garden
St. George’s Institute,
Sissinghurst
Tennis Club, Sissinghurst
The George Hotel, Cranbrook
The Milkhouse, Sissinghurst
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Feel Good
Fly High

dulwichprepcranbrook.org

FREE

Financial
Healthcheck if
you mention
this ad

Chartered Financial Planners

Intelligent Independant Financial Advice

For over 25 years AV Trinity has applied clarity, uncommon wisdom and pure
common sense to help our clients achieve their financial goals.
Care fees, Pensions, Equity Release, Divorce and Estate Planning are just some of the areas
where our highly qualified male and female advisers have specialist skills.
An initial meeting with AV Trinity will be at our cost, so come in for a coffee and find out how
we can help you make the right decisions for you – and your family.

Call us on 01892 612500 or 0800 668 1898 (Freephone)

info@avtrinity.com | www.avtrinity.com

Oakhurst House, 77 Mount Ephraim, Tunbridge Wells, TN4 8BS
Authorised & registered with the Financial Conduct Authority. Reg no 182032
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Bridget Veitch’s View
Cllr. Bridget Veitch, chairman of the Cranbrook and Sissinghurst Parish Council
FOR THIS year’s election the
number of nominations exactly
matched the number of seats so
people did not have to go to the
polls to elect the new council. The
councillors, including four new
faces, took office on 9 May, each
member being expected to serve
on one or two committees.
We are sorry to have seen the
retirement of the Rev David Cook,
who served for 12 years, Graham
Holmes after 18 years, Brian
Swann who served for 24 years
and Tim Kemp for four years. We
are very grateful to them all for
their many years of service and

for everything they have
done for the parish.
The parish
council faces many
opportunities and
challenges including
the anticipated
completion of the
Neighbourhood
Development Plan, with
public consultations in the
summer, the progress towards
the community centre as well as
supporting events such as those
organised by Cranbrook in Bloom.
Cranbrook in Bloom has been
invited again this year to take part

in Britain in Bloom and members
are also hoping for another gold
in the South and South East in
Bloom competition. We wish them
every success.
Keep an eye open for all the
events taking place including
the CiB Garden Safari, the
Sissinghurst Fête and attractions
at the windmill and museum.

“CRANBROOK IN BLOOM HAS BEEN
INVITED AGAIN THIS YEAR TO TAKE
PART IN BRITAIN IN BLOOM AND
MEMBERS ARE ALSO HOPING FOR
ANOTHER GOLD...”

Rebecca Manford BSc MSST
07923 965601 ● Graduate Sports Therapist
Aching from work?
Injured from sport?
Want to improve
your posture? Just
need a massage?

• Injury and posture assessment
• Deep and soft tissue massage
• Taping for joint and muscle support
• Exercise rehabilitation including range of motion,
strength, balance, flexibility, power and coordination

Professional mobile service. Discount for under 25’s

		

LashPerfect classic lash extensions
Elleebana lash lifts
Helen Aldridge - 07919 925500
facebook.com/dreamlashescranbrook

10% o
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Letters
Magniﬁcent
Handrail...
I hope by now many of you will have seen the
magnificent handrail installed in the churchyard
of St Dunstan’s helping you up the sloping path
from the town steps to the porch door of the
church. I should like to take this opportunity to
say four thank yous, one to Carol Stead, may she
rest in peace, who by a generous donation enabled
this to happen, next, to Rob Longley who made
and installed the rail, it honestly looks like it’s
been there for years - why didn’t we have one
before I hear you say - also a huge thank you to my
churchwarden David Riddick who did a great deal
of the administration and seeking permission etc.
And finally the parish council who co-funded the
project.
I think it is a splendid addition and will be a help
to many who find the slope a bit much and for their
safety especially when the stone path is wet. If you
haven’t seen it yet, make a visit soon.
Rev. Ann

Youth Editor’s Comment
It’s nice to see we have a youngster interested in
Cranbrook. I note his comments on the lack of chain
eateries and clothing stores in the town, but contrary
to what people might think we as a local business
would welcome their presence. As Zachary says, it
would keep more young people and even some of us
older inhabitants shopping locally. The main problem
is that Cranbrook is not a big enough centre to attract
the likes of them.
I’m glad the Parish Cake has taken on a Youth
Editor, well done, look forward to your next article.
Philip Mummery
8
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www.bussmurton.co.uk | T: 01580 712 215

The Future of the
Community Hub
The full page article in the Spring
edition of the Parish Cake penned
by Matt Hartley comes as no
revelation given the history behind
the proposal to provide a town
hub and the continuous questions
raised by Mr Hartley as to the need
and cost of such a community
facility.
During early presentations by
the urban planning organisation
instructed by the parish council
there was a clear focus on the
provision of an identified town
centre or meeting place. This
provision should be close to the
high street and be an extension
of the town’s business centre. At
this point in time such a provision
was supported by members of the
parish council. Surely the need/
demand for the facility was agreed
at this point.
The provision of the land to
accommodate the hub formed part
of the planning application for the
housing on both the Cranbrook
Engineering and Wilkes Field sites
giving the community the access to
free land to provide a new modern,
‘build for purpose’ facility.
To reference the lack of funds
in relation to construction costs
is both mis-leading and naïve. No
parish council has access to such
funds and yes borrowing will be
required. However to ensure that
no further delay is encountered
there is a need to focus on the task
of accessing such funds and also
producing a program of events
to assist in raising support both

financially and politically. In terms
of the financial support from TWBC
tax payers, I am sure that they
would rather fund a community
facility than any private venture
that may be put forward by others
in the town.
Once a design and timescale
have been established for the
hub then the production of a
business plan with all the ancillary
functions to be included in the hub
can be undertaken. In response
to the possibility of selling the
Vestry Hall building, why is this
seen as a detrimental move? The
building is old and requires a large
annual budget for maintenance
and heating and furthermore has
restricted access to all its facilities.
In terms of the vehicular access
to the proposed site of the hub,
this already has approval and in
terms of the environmental impact
perhaps there are reports and
figures that are only available to
Mr Hartley as this was not raised
during the planning process in
regard to the hub.
Finally I find the comment that
the parish council ‘continues to
spend public money pursuing this
project’ as somewhat strange, as
this project is for the community
as a whole and could be a genuine
focus for the town. Perhaps Mr
Hartley would advise that the
parish council allows public money
to be spent on private ventures
within the town.
Andy Briley

Whatever you want
to store...
Dogs Should be
Kept on Leads
Should people walking their dogs in the public areas
of Angley Wood have their dogs on leads? I raise the
question after being fiercely bitten by an off-leash dog
while walking in this lovely wood a few weeks ago. The
dog - I think it was a Labrador - snarled at me while I was
very still and then threw itself into my leg, leaving very
deep puncture wounds which bled for some time. At the
GP afterwards, I received a tetanus injection and strong
antibiotics.
The owner of the animal did not seem upset that I was
in so much pain, merely stating ‘it’s a rescue dog’. I did
not have my phone with me to take a photograph or take
down her name and number. On a few other occasions
I have had off-leash dogs jump onto me, leaving my
trousers covered in mud. I am sure most would disagree
with restraining their animals, but I am concerned about
other people being hurt and perhaps it would be suitable
if people put their dogs on leash when approaching
others in the woods.
Julie Chandler

Thank You Parish Council
Please pass on my thanks to the parish council for the
refurbishment of the Regal Car Park. The crossings and white
lines are now re-painted and are clear to both pedestrians and
motorists.
Sheila Birchall

Please send your letters to
editorial@parishcake.co.uk or by post
to Parish Cake, Cranbrook and Sissinghurst Parish
Council, The Old Fire Station, Stone Street,
Cranbrook, TN17 3HF. Please note, letters may
be published in a shortened form at the
discretion of the editor.

...for whatever reason – business, house sale and
purchase not coinciding, travelling, house building
work, paperwork overload or just “de-cluttering” to
sell your house more quickly –
we offer a friendly and
flexible service in
Cranbrook.

With competitive
rates, secure storage
all on one level and
hassle free 24/7 access,
contact us now!

01580 713231
www.barn-store.co.uk

Now taking bookings for our 2019
creative workshops in Cranbrook!

www.happyglorious.co.uk
47b High Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3EE
Parish Cake • Summer 2019
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newsbites
New Faces on
the Parish and
Borough Councils
THREE MEMBERS of Cranbrook
and Sissinghurst Parish Council
have been elected to also serve
on the Tunbridge Wells Borough
Council. Cllr. Andy Fairweather
was elected to represent
Frittenden and Sissinghurst, Cllr.
Dr. Linda Hall for Goudhurst
and Lamberhurst, and Cllr.
Nancy Warne for Benenden and
Cranbrook,
The parish council also has
four newly elected councillor’s Colin Gilbert, Lee Hatcher, Alan
Kings and Garry Pethurst. In
the next edition of Parish Cake
there will be a notification of the
various parish committees that
councillors have joined. BC

News and views from
Cranbrook and Sissinghurst

What a Load of Rubbish
ON A sunny Saturday
morning, over 45 residents
turned out for the bi-annual
litter picks in Cranbrook
and Sissinghurst. The usual
selection of litter, discarded
road work signs and car debris
was gathered and amongst the
‘more interesting’ finds were:
an upright hoover, a rotary
washing line, a pair of ballet
shoes and two disposable
nappies! In total over 50 bags
of rubbish were collected and
it is noticeable that fly tipping
is on the increase, particularly
on our quieter rural lanes.
The parish council
organises two litter picks
every year, one in the
early spring and one in the
autumn, with equipment

provided by the Tunbridge
Wells Borough Council. It’s
always disappointing that
people discard litter and
rubbish in and around the
parish, however, thanks to
the efforts of community

minded residents the area is
kept looking clean and tidy.
It was a great effort and our
thanks go to The Milk House
in Sissinghurst for providing
some welcome refreshments.
Cllr. John Smith

Armed Forces Day

Pilgrimage to Canterbury
THE VICAR of Cranbrook, the Rev Ann Pollington, was among pilgrims
from the town who walked the 40 miles to Canterbury during Easter Week.
The group, which also included several dogs, did the walk in sections,
returning home each evening before setting off again the next day.
On their arrival at the cathedral they were met by the Archbishop of
Canterbury the Rt Rev Justin Welby.
10 Parish Cake • Summer 2019

GORDON BROWN as Chancellor of the Exchequer in
2006 decided to establish an Armed Forces Veterans’ Day
to commemorate those who served Queen and country.
This was changed to Armed Forces’ Day in 2009 and
is held on the last Saturday in June, with a different city
in the UK each year staging the event supported by the
Armed Forces. This year that city is to be Salisbury.
St. Dunstan Church has, since its inception, celebrated
Armed Forces’ Day with a special service on the Sunday
following. This year it will be held on Sunday 30 June
at 9.30 am. The entire collection is in aid of service
charities, especially those who are supporting veterans
suffering from their service in Iraq and Afghanistan
whether their injuries are physical or mental. All who
want to show their support and appreciation for our
Armed Forces are most welcome to join us.
David Riddick

news

Crash Black
Spot Action
Needed
FOLLOWING THREE car accidents in
seven days, calls have gone out for
changes to the junction at Wilsley
Green, Sissinghurst.
Local business woman Emma
Wood, who lives a stone’s throw
from the notorious junction, is
calling for the installation of a small
roundabout to cut down the number
of collisions. She said: “There is an
escalating problem at this junction.
The other day there was a crash and
I think one of the cars was a writeoff. The problem is people come
up Waterloo Road and accelerate
through the junction. People are also
speeding along Angley Road.”
Although drivers on Waterloo

Books Back in
Cranbrook? Yes Please!
Road have right of way, Ms Wood
thinks the introduction of a
roundabout would be a safety
measure. She believes many of
the crashes are due to speeding
motorists and is concerned that
children walking close to the
junction could be at risk. She is also
worried that some drivers hit 60mph
or more in the 40pmh area. In order
to stop speeding, she and other
drivers have parked their cars near
to the junction in order to slow down
traffic.
She said she would like the parish
council to take up the issue, adding:
“I want to get them to understand
that this is an escalating problem.
Ignore it at their peril.” TF

Speedwatch to Fold?
SPEEDWATCH in
Sissinghurst is
teetering on the
brink of collapse
because of a lack
of supporters.
While villagers still
complain about the
speed of vehicles
– from lorries to
motorbikes through
The Street – no new
members have joined
the ranks.
One villager, who did not want to be named, believed
there should be more support for the group from the
police. She also queried whether the current system of
speeding motorists getting ticking-off letters from the
police was really a deterrent.
To help save the Sissinghurst Speedwatch from folding
please contact either Christina Farmer 01580 713028 or
John Bancroft on 07771 502457. Volunteers can do two or
three hours a month. TF

		

WITH SO much interest and enthusiasm in parish for
a community run bookshop, a group of interested
people met to see if this project could be harnessed
into action. Meetings have continued and the idea has
taken root.
We are not short of volunteers to help run a
community shop. Presently, two premises are
being looked at which might be suitable to house
a community bookshop, which would also be used
for reading group events, author readings, poetry
evenings, children’s book talks and possibly also
as a centre for the community to help dispense
information for the Well Being in the Weald Group.
What an amazing resource that would be for
Cranbrook! But in the meantime we need people to
volunteer to help us who have expertise in running
a small retail business, charity law, accounting and
property leasing. If you can offer some expertise
for the project please contact me at christine902@
hotmail.com. Christine Newman

Film Making
Opportunities
for Students
STUDENTS AT Cranbrook
School are being invited to
join a newly formed Film
Production Unit. Led by
television producer Ann
Booth-Clibbon, students can
take advantage of the expertise
of local residents with
experience in film making and
production.
Having put the proposal to
head teacher Dr John Weeds,
Booth-Clibborn has found
local volunteers to share their
production skills so students
can make films to promote
Cranbrook, Sissinghurst and
the school.

The Cranbrook Tourism
Group, led by Tom Dawlings,
has already expressed an
interest in having a
Cranbrook and Sissinghurst
promotion video to use on
the internet, for transmission
hopefully later in the year.
Clinton-Booth said: “Our
appeal for members of
the public to share their
professional production skills
has led to us now being able
to positively begin planning
filming between now and
the summer holidays. We are
also keen to invite any film
making professionals who
are able to donate time and
expertise to make contact.
Any Cranbrook School
students who are interested
should contact the reception
desk at Barham House.
Brian Clifford
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news

Larkins Wins – Cheers!

Cranbrook Parking
Goes Electric
CRANBROOK’S FIRST electric car
customer, and a very happy one too,
was a tourist from Berkhamstead
who plugged into the newly installed
electric vehicle charger on Easter
Sunday. These chargers at the Jockey
Lane car park will charge at 7.5Kw
per hour. A first generation electric
car battery holds about 22Kw, a
new generation car battery holds
42Kw and these chargers will also fit
rechargeable hybrids.
With electric cars becoming more
popular, Cranbrook Parish Council
is hoping that this facility will
encourage more visitors to the town.
Cllr. Kim Fletcher

Cranbrook
Tourism
THE PARISH Council
enthusiastically supports
the work of the Cranbrook
Tourism Group which is
chaired by Cllr. Tom Dawlings
and comprises delegates
from the Union Windmill,
Cranbrook Museum, St.
Dunstan’s Church and
Cranbrook in Bloom.
Forthcoming plans agreed
recently include a repeat
promotional campaign in the
12 Parish Cake • Summer 2019

Just 18 months after
opening their micro pub
in Cranbrook the owners
celebrated winning a
Campaign for Real Ale
(CAMRA) accolade.
Sisters Julie and Wendy,
with their respective
husbands Kevin Sales and
Mark Waters, toasted the
win in April at Larkins Ale
House in the High Street.
CAMRA had sent along
a “mystery shopper” who,
said Julie, assessed the
tiny pub for its ambience,
the beers and ciders on
offer, and how it worked
with the community.

The Maidstone and Mid
Kent branch of CAMRA
named the pub ‘branch of
the year’ plus ‘cider pub of
the year’ for 2018.

“We were chuffed to
bits, that’s the word really
chuffed and are very
proud,” said the sisters.
TF

Celebrating Anniversary Merger
TO CELEBRATE the first anniversary of the merger of two of Cranbrook’s most
established dental practices, The Tanyard Dental Care and Golding House Dental
Practice, now working from Golding House in the High Street, dignitaries including
the Mayor of Tunbridge Wells as well as local councillors and business leaders met to
celebrate support for local business. The dentists, Drs Stuart Pirie, Alan and Wayne
Hirschowitz together with their team, offer a variety of dental services as well as
increased working times.

Wealden Advertiser and, as
reported elsewhere in Parish
Cake, support for the creation
of a film unit at Cranbrook
School, which it is hoped
will lead to the production
of a promotional film about
Cranbrook and Sissinghurst.
Graham Holmes of the
Tourism Group said: “Both
the Wealden Advertiser
campaign and the evolving
promotional film will
continue the group’s efforts
to showcase what Cranbrook
and Sissinghurst have to offer
visitors”.
Graham Holmes

Transport Accessibility
THE TRANSPORT Accessibility
Group campaigns for
improvements to local bus
services and is supported by
the parish council. Following a
change of operator on the 297
service to Tunbridge Wells, the
group was concerned to hear that
some drivers were refusing to
accept Senior Citizen Bus Passes
on the 09.30 service to Tunbridge
Wells (passes are not valid before
09.30). A minor alteration to the
timetable had resulted in the
service being re-timed at 09.27.
Following discussions with

Kent County Council, who
financially support the service,
it was agreed that passes would
again be accepted on the
morning service coupled with
a departure time of 09.30 being
reinstated.
The group would also like to
remind parishioners that the
349 service is a Sundays only bus
linking Cranbrook and Hastings.
There are five services each
way. Why not leave the car at
home and enjoy a ride through
the countryside to Hastings and
back. Graham Holmes
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Everything Outside
Every job, from:
Fencing
● Paving
● Hedge trimming
● Drainage
● Clearance
● Landscaping
●

Gardening
● Digger work
● Concreting
● Tree surgery
● Mowing
● Paddock Topping
●

For all this and everything else outside...

Free, no obligation quote ● Friendly and reliable
Fully insured

Call William Smith - 07795 465861 or 01580 766232 ● e: info@everythingoutside.co.uk

LARKINS’ ALEHOUSE
Cranbrook’s first Micropub

It’s a place to meet up with friends, chat
and enjoy a pint of real ale straight from
the cask. Local ciders and wines are also
available, as are soft drinks. Free from TV,
music and mobile phones.
We now have our back garden open for
customers.
Check out the daily updated Facebook or
Twitter pages to see which ales and ciders
are currently available.

7 High Street,
Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3EB
Phone: 07917 252 585
07786 707 476

Opening Times:
Mon and Tue 14.00 - 21.00
Wednesday
14.00 - 21.00
Thur to Fri
12.00 - 22.00
Saturday
12.00 - 22.30
Sunday
12.00 - 18.00

info@larkins-alehouse.co.uk
www.larkins-alehouse.co.uk
b Larkins’ Alehouse a @larkinsalehouse

		

Exciting New Market - The White Horse Car
Park, Cranbrook, Saturdays - 10am - 2pm
2019 dates:
March 9th
July 13th
April 6th
September 14th
May 11th
October 12thh
June 1st
November 9th
Christmas Market Friday 6th December
3.30pm - 7.30pm
For more information contact
Julie 07917 252585, Wendy 07803 340682,
Elaine 07803 340682
info@larkins-alehouse.co.uk
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clubnews

A round-up of news from
Cranbrook and Sissinghurst clubs,
groups and associations

British Legion Local
Recruitment Campaign
Launched
THE CRANBROOK branch of the Royal British Legion
is starting a recruitment campaign, and anyone
interested in supporting its aim of providing help
and support to service men and women, and their
families, should get in touch.
You can hear more about what the Legion does
at a meeting on Tuesday 18 June at 6.30pm in the
St. Dunstan’s Church Rooms. Or make contact with
the branch’s acting secretary, Lieutenant Colonel
(retired) Tim Nicholson at t.nicholson@btinternet.
com. BC

Cranbrook Cricket Club
CRANBROOK SCHOOL and High Weald
Leisure Centre coaching sessions have
now concluded and we now are looking
forward to our summer training and
fixtures. Fixtures are now been arranged
for all age groups and the summer looks
like being the busiest so far.
We now have a firmly established
under 15/16 age group, the under 13
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side will play in two leagues and should
have in the region of 20 fixtures, which
is more than any u13 age group in the
area.
The under 11 side will play in a
development and fully competitive
league. The development league is
aimed at beginners and under 9s that
are new to hard ball cricket. We are
currently looking for more under 9s
players as we may be fielding one side
in tournaments instead of two due to
the lack of numbers. We are as always
looking for more volunteers for all
levels of participation.
Summer coaching will be on every
Thursday from 5-8pm. Training will
be limited to one hour per age group
due to the constraint on the facilities
available. Training will be run by Skillz
Cricket with help from some of the
older players and a few parents. James
Fraser

Welcome Home!
IT WAS great to welcome Peter and Kay
Goodchild back to The Vine during April
and May. Last year, at an age when many
would be thinking about claiming their
free bus-pass, they decided to pack their
lives into four suitcases and move to
Africa.
Having lived to help others, from
running children’s groups through to
pastoring churches and serving here on
our Parish Council, this was never going
to be settling down for a quiet retirement.
They went with no fixed agenda but it
wasn’t long before they were leading
the charity they went to help, with Peter
recently being made the CEO.
Helping others is not without its costs,
after all, the grandkids don’t get any
younger whilst you’re away. However, like
many others, they have found that, “It is
more blessed to give than to receive.”
Summer tends to be a more outdoors
and outward-looking time; the warmer
weather inspires a more optimistic view of
life and there really is always something
to be grateful for. Why not channel your
gratitude this summer into helping
someone else; we can’t all cross the globe,
but who could you help here in our local
community? Chris Goodchild /
www.vinechurch.org.uk

club news

American Flag
Football Club
Launched
AMERICAN “FLAG” Football has just started at Cranbrook
Rugby Football Club with training from 12 noon every
Sunday one and a half hours. Flag football embraces all
the elements of the game without the intentional contact
and therefore there’s no pads or helmets involved.
Flag football is aimed at boys and girls aged 8-18 years
old and no previous experience is necessary. So, if you’re a
fan of the game and fancy yourself as the next Tom Brady
or Antonio Brown then get down to the club’s Tomlin
Ground on a Sunday morning.
If you’d like further information please make contact with
Peter Jovanovic by email at yaf@cranbrooksportsclub.co.uk

COULD IT BE YOU
WHO CHANGES THEIR FUTURE?

The Young Lives Foundation
need volunteers to inspire,
support and encourage young
people to achieve their potential

APPLY TO
O
VOLUNTEER
You can gain a new experience,
develop a career path, make friends,
and make a HUGE difference to the
lives of young people!

CONTACT US TODAY
TO START YOUR
NEW ROLE

01622 693459

volunteering@ylf.org.uk

www.ylf.org.uk

@ylf.org.uk

@ylfcharity
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@ylfcharity

Charity no: 1119528

Cranbrook Ladies go
from Strength to Strength
THE SEASON has finished
for Cranbrook Ladies Rugby
Football Squad and what
a season it had been! We
have been concentrating on
building solid foundations for
the team to grow and develop
which has proven to be
successful so far, off the back
of that the bond between
the players has also grown,
which has resulted in a very
successful season and great
friendships.
Cranbrook Rugby Ladies
Rugby Team finished joint
top alongside a very well
established Heathfield but
being placed second due to
a slight points difference in

tries scored throughout the
season. The coaches, ladies
and club are delighted at
their progress this season and
look forward to more next
season!
Throughout the summer
there is training on Thursday
evening at 8pm and we
would love for ladies of all
abilities to come and join us
- you will never meet a more
encouraging albeit slightly
crazy bunch of ladies who just
enjoy the game and having
fun. If anyone would like
any further info please send
an email to ladiesrugby@
cranbrookrugby.com.
Lyndsey Posey

club news

Cranbrook
Sports Club
Cllr. Tom Dawlings gives an update on creating
a facility for the community to enjoy
A NEW clubhouse on the
Tomlin Ground is needed
because the old clubhouse,
greatly loved by members
of the Rugby Club, is quietly
rotting away and no longer
provides suitable facilities.
Communal showers, for
example, mean that the ladies,
mens and youth teams have to
play at different times, and the
kitchen is woefully inadequate
for catering.
A great deal of research and
planning has been undertaken
to turn this community need
into reality. Progress to date:
• Professionals have been
engaged to design a new
clubhouse with four changing
rooms at ground level (each
with showering and toilet
facilities) and a club room,
kitchen and bar above
• Planning permission has been
obtained to demolish the old
cricket pavilion
• Fundraising has begun to
meet the development costs –
presently the club has built up
reserves of some £250K
• Investigating funding
sources to help towards the
development costs, these
include the National Lottery,
Sports England, the Rugby
Football Union and many
others
• Assessing what the club
needs to do to attract funds

from these sources. Significant
public money is not available
to build facilities for use of
rugby players and cricketers
but it should be available for
the sort of club we aspire to be
– a community club with a 52
week a year operation, focused
on youth and ladies (not just
men) and making the widest
possible use of the facilities.
The club’s strength at present
is the youth training for cricket
and rugby but we are actively
planning a netball section and
an American football section –
sports which will fit alongside
the demands of the cricket and
rugby sections
• Increasing community usage
and involvement. Presently
the clubhouse is used by the
Triathlon Club, for various
exercise classes and hosts the
Comedy Club. Good catering
and bar facilities would enable
far wider usage, not least with
the significant attraction of
having extensive off-road car
parking
• Establishing a charity –
Cranbrook Sports Club – to
help with fundraising and
to become the umbrella
organisation for the cricket
club, the rugby club, the
netball club, the American
football club and the
administration of the planned
new clubhouse.

		

WE’RE NEARLY THERE
Tender documents have been prepared and tenders
received from five builders and, with support throughout
the membership and from the Cranbrook community, a new
clubhouse on the Tomlin Ground and a multi-section community
sports club open throughout the year is close to becoming a
reality. We hope that Parish Cake readers will be interested in
joining the Community Club as social and playing members.

Tim Ivinson
TRADITIONAL WINDOW CLEANING
Est. 2004
Services include:

• Exterior and Interior Window Cleaning,
• Soffits and Fascias Cleaned,
• Gutters cleared and cleaned
If you would like your windows cleaned the
traditional way call Tim on 07974 450069

Premier Property Maintenance
Painting Houses Inside & Out Since 1983

• Weatherboard a Speciality
• Windows, Fascias, Roof and Gutters Repaired
Windows cleaned using
modern
pole fed
system
PAINTWORK
THAT
LASTS
References
Fully Insured
Call Aldo
on 07812
787307

Victor Kellett - 01580 240309
www.CranbrookPropertyMaintenance.co.uk
Parish Cake • Summer 2019

17

club news

Bedgebury
Pinetum
parkrun
Robin Tait introduces this inclusive
weekly event
AT 9AM every Saturday morning
over 150 parkrunners set off on
a timed 5km (3.1miles) scenic
run along Bedgebury Pinetum’s
stunning forest tracks. The term
“parkrunner” covers people
of every age and ability and
includes walkers, joggers or
runners, as well as parents with
children or push-chairs. Several
dogs run each week and seem to
enjoy it even more than owners.
Bedgebury Pinetum parkrun
has been growing steadily and
celebrated its third anniversary
in March. Younger children
can enjoy a shorter 2km junior
parkrun in Goudhurst on Sundays.
Being free to participate,
there is a total reliance on local
volunteers to organise and to
act as marshals, timekeepers,
tail-walkers and so on. There
is a hard core of stalwarts that
assist most Saturdays and
runners are encouraged to
volunteer once every ten runs.
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RIGHT: Lucy, Jack,
Emily and Robin Tait

“THERE IS
A HARD
CORE OF
STALWARTS
THAT ASSIST
MOST
SATURDAYS
AND
RUNNERS
ARE
ENCOURAGED
TO VOLUNTEER ONCE
EVERY
TEN RUNS”

The Duke of Edinburgh Award
Scheme recognises parkrun as
a qualifying volunteer activity
and Cranbrook School has been
a huge help in arranging DoE
students for several volunteer
tasks. The Slack family from
Sissinghurst were particular
stalwarts in the early days when
there was a struggle to build up
numbers.
parkrun is free though you are
encouraged to register online and
print off a barcode before your
first run. This barcode tracks your
position and time so you can set
your own goals. However, parkrun
is very much not a race – it is a

more
info

lovely inclusive weekly event.
At Bedgebury parkrun there is a
£3.00 car park charge until 11am,
but volunteers can park for free.
After the event, you can enjoy a
coffee in the Bedgebury Pinetum
café knowing you have started
your weekend in a healthy way!
Everyone is welcome to come
along to parkrun any Saturday
morning to either trot round the
course at your own pace or to
spectate. Beginners are especially
welcome to walk or jog/walk
– perhaps as part of the NHS
“Couch to 5k” fitness programme.
You will never come last – that is
the role of our tailwalkers!

Visit www.parkrun.org.uk/bedgeburypinetum. There is a
link to the parkrun UK website where you can learn more
about the 1,500 parkruns worldwide, attracting a quarter
of a million parkrunners each week. Register at
www.parkrun.org.uk/register

history

Going Down
Memory Lane…
With Cranbrook resident Hugh Ellison
WHEN I was aged 10, in 1958
I moved with my family down
from Dundee (the fourth largest
city in Scotland) to Cranbrook
(the Rural Centre of The
Weald) and remember being
bewildered by the lack of shops,
but on reflection there was
choice. There was more than
one newsagents, grocers, toy
shops, shoe shops, ironmongers,
bakers, four banks and the
Regal Cinema. Although not
“old enough” to consume, and
not even old enough to enter,
I can think of at least eight
licensed watering holes within

Cranbrook. In 1958 I cannot
recall any shortage of car
parking in the High Street.
A return to live in Cranbrook
in 2018, after a 50 year absence,
and the memories infiltrate.
Enjoying time in the town
included hanging around in
Banghams listening to the latest
records being played frequently
irritating other customers
buying electrical products.
Jones the fishmonger’s fresh
fish all seemingly staring out
of the shop window, and to this
day the green tiles outside the
shop remain.

Freeman Hardy & Willis on
the corner of Stone Street with
a window filled with shoes for
all ages was the family venue
usually just before a new
school term, and just across
the road yet another shoe shop,
Jean French, perhaps more
fashionable. Not far away in
Stone Street two ironmongers
Hutchie Roe and Evernden’s
seemed to have everything you
ever wanted in their back store
room, including I am sure the

Two Ronnies “forkhandles”.
The pace of life in Cranbrook,
my memory reminds me,
was somewhat slower than
today, and walking around the
town, some 50 years later to
acclimatise myself with present
shopping availability, my first
impressions are that the town
now provides a more focused
approach to shopping to meet
most shoppers’ needs.
There can’t be many towns
the size of Cranbrook with six
men’s hairdressers, six coffee
shops, two fresh meat butchers,
three home living shops and
three estate agents, two banks,
and to support all other needs
there remains three pubs, a
newsagents, a toy shop and a
bakers, so maybe things have
not really changed much at all?
And where else is parking free?

A different kind of funeral director
for a changing world.
At Holly’s Funerals we treat all
our customers as individuals.
We’ll work closely with you to
help you achieve exactly the kind
of funeral that’s right for you.
For more information please feel free
to call us at any time or look online.

From love comes beauty

01580 389184
www.hollysfunerals.co.uk
Hartley Dyke, Cranbrook • Coombe Lane, Tenterden

news feature

THE PROBLEM with the
PROVIDENCE CHAPEL
David Merewether writes...
IN COUNCILLOR Hartley’s article on page
27 of the Spring edition of Parish Cake, he
writes about why he is opposed to the plans
for a new Community Hub.
My question is why the opinion of
a parish councillor who has wilfully
neglected an historic building and left a
blight on Cranbrook has any meaning or
interest to anyone.
The Community Hub is at least progress
and will regenerate Cranbrook whereas
the Providence Chapel fails to enhance an
otherwise beautiful town.
My wife and I have lived at Tudor House
in Stone Street, Cranbrook, for 17 years
and the rear of our property overlooks the

Providence Chapel. In that time we have
seen the steady decline and deterioration
of what was once a fine building.
As a parish councillor, Mr Hartley states
in his biography that Cranbrook “is a
unique and precious medieval town and
village set in an exceptional landscape
– this heritage must be preserved and
enhanced and not harmed or destroyed”.
He also pledges to “defend Cranbrook’s
special qualities for future generations”.
It really is a disgrace for him, as a
parish councillor and architect, to have
such a blatant disregard for the upkeep
of an historic building and a complete
contradiction of his pledge to the people of
Cranbrook and Sissinghurst.

07916 140683
jack.vine@hotmail.co.uk
www.jackvine.co.uk

SPONJEM UK Limited
Capital Allowances Consultants

Helping people in the area save money upon
their commercial buildings such as offices,
shops, restaurants, hotels and holiday let cottages
For Information contact Paul Jempson on
Tel: 0800 954 5081
Mob: 07957 822110
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news feature

Cllr. Matt Hartley and
Bernard Hartley write…
MOST READERS will know this
building, tucked behind the old
estate agent’s office in Stone Street,
and are probably both dismayed by
its condition and mystified as to
the cause. Parish Cake has kindly
given my father and I as owners the
opportunity to provide a summary of
the current position.
The building is a strict Baptist
chapel originating in the late 18th
century and is listed at Grade II* the star means that it is considered
to be of regional significance as a
heritage asset due to the quality of its
architectural and historic character.
The relevance of the listing is that any
proposed material alterations have
to be approved by Tunbridge Wells
Borough Council (TWBC), as advised
by Historic England (HE) acting on

behalf of the Secretary of State.
Those who have not been inside
the building may be unaware that
its closely-spaced timber pews are
fixed to the floor. This not only
makes practically any use, apart from
the original as seating, impossible
but also brings the pews within the
protection of the listing. Permission is
required either to move or to remove
them due to the harm this would
cause to the architectural and historic
character of the building.
Obviously their removal would
allow a variety of viable uses for the
building, meaning it could be repaired
and brought back into use without
delay. Both HE and TWBC have
indicated that they might agree to the
removal of a substantial proportion
of the pews if the public benefit
outweighs the harm. Public benefit
in this context means the building
being owned, used and enjoyed by the

community, rather than by a private
owner. Without the fixed pews the
owners could, of course, repair and
use the building, but such private
benefit as this would bring would not
pass the “public benefit” test and so is
unlikely to be permitted.
TWBC has both the power and the
means to acquire the building for
the community, and we have been
encouraging it to do just that for
many years. It apparently has the
money for a £90m theatre project, by
comparison to which the acquisition
of the chapel is a very trifling amount.
Of course it has the money, it lacks
only the will….
Negotiations continue as this
goes to press and we hope that a
breakthrough will be made in the near
future, so that the building can pass
into some form of public ownership
and become a useful and valuable
community asset.

Where children come first!
We have spaces available
in all Year Groups
Are you considering a move to Staplehurst village or the
surrounding area or are you a prospective parent with a
child due to start school in September 2020? Curious?
Come and see the superb opportunities we can offer:
• Highly engaging, new and improved learning environment
• Sustained academic improvement
• Wrap around care between 7.30am – 6.30pm
• Seamless transition from pre-school to reception
• Excellent sporting achievements
• Coming soon, new Early Years Garden Play Space

Tours Every Tuesday at 9.15am
Every Tuesday from June until December come and meet our
Headteacher, staff and pupils and see our beautiful grounds
and learning environment. Everyone welcome!

Staplehurst School, Gybbon Rise, Staplehurst TN12 0LZ • Tel. 01580 891765
www.staplehurstschool.co.uk • email: office@staplehurst.kent.sch.uk
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youth

YOUTH
COMMENT

19-year-old Zachary Phillpot-Brian has his say on Cranbrook
RECENTLY, THERE has been
a spike of criminal activity
in Cranbrook and the local
area. From comments I have
read online, it also appears
that some of the community
has already decided which
particular group of people is
responsible for this increase.
So for this issue, I am going to
write about the problem with

“Finger Pointing”.
Small communities, and
Cranbrook is no different,
tend to point fingers at groups
of people they simply don’t
understand if anything goes
wrong. Young people fall into
one of these groups and are
used as scapegoats. Older
people tend to have a problem
with pointing the blame

et Me Kno
G
r
Fu DOG GROOMING ts

Nail clipping spa treatments hair styling bathing
teeth treatments and hand stripping.

GIFT VOUCHERS
AVAILABLE
2b Carriers Road, Cranbrook, TN17 3JU

07596 911331

furgetmeknotsgrace@gmail.com
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“THIS KIND OF PRECONCEIVED
JUDGEMENT MAKES PEOPLE LIKE ME FEEL
UNCOMFORTABLE IN CRANBROOK”
at themselves. Look at the
funding cuts to the local police
and the increase in poverty,
even homelessness. You can’t
blame young people or any
group for that.
This may sound harsh but I
can’t blatantly ignore what is
in front of me.
Recently, I browsed a
Cranbrook and Sissinghurst
online feed and came across
something I thought was
awful, but it didn’t shock me.
Someone, without asking for
consent, took a picture of
a teenager walking around
Cranbrook in the early hours of
the morning wearing a jacket
with the hood up.
They posted the picture and
wrote that they believed this
youngster was up to no good
and for everyone to watch out
for him. All this assumption
simply because he was outside

at a time the accuser thought
inappropriate and wearing a
hood. Maybe he was cold and
that is why his hood was up?
Maybe he was walking to a
paper-round or going home
from a late shift or a friend’s
house? Maybe he doesn’t even
have a home.
This kind of preconceived
judgement makes people like
me feel uncomfortable in
Cranbrook.
We as a community need
to be more open to different
viewpoints and stop making
such bold assumptions about
people we don’t even know.
I don’t think that’s too much
to ask of people; to just
simply be nice to others who
are different. Courtesy and
being decent to one another
is contagious. That could go
some way to improving local
safety.
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TIME TO CLEAN YOUR
OVEN? LET US DO
THE JOB YOU HATE
Before

• Ovens
• Grills
• Extractors

After

• Filters
• BBQs
• Microwaves

• Hobs
• Ranges
• AGAs

ELECTRICIAN
Do You Want a Safe, Reliable,
Reasonably Priced Electrician?
• New fuse Boards • Smoke Detectors
• Rewires • Extra Sockets • Fault Finding
• L.E.D Lighting • New Builds & Extensions

SECURITY LIGHTING
Fully insured qualified electrician
I assure you of a quick response
and offer you a 6 year guarantee

I’m simply delighted at how sparkly clean
my oven and hob look now! It really does
look like the cooker is brand new again!

Call Nick now on: 01580 279906

Call Steen today for your free estimate

www.njhelectricalservices.co.uk

Email: nick@njhelectrical.co.uk

01580 232 352

ovenclean.com

Larchmere House is set in the pretty
Wealden village of Frittenden
providing 24-hour nursing Care.
Our team of friendly, qualified
Nurses and Care Staff are
committed to providing the highest
standards of nursing care for up to
33 residents in a safe and caring
environment.
• Delicious home cooked food
and all dietary needs catered for
• Daily activities, entertainment
and regular outings
• Consistently ‘Good’ CQC
Inspections.

BIDDENDEN ROAD, FRITTENDEN, KENT TN17 2EN
01580 852335 • www.larchmere.co.uk • info@larchmere.co.uk

Please feel free to drop in at any
time for a friendly chat and to view
the home.
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exclusive

Police and Crime
Commissioner
tells it as it is
Three years into his role, Matthew Scott speaks to
Trisha Fermor about how Kent Police are working
hard to keep people safe
JUST MINUTES after walking into Matthew
Scott’s office it was easy to see that he is
passionate about keeping law and order in
Kent.
The 34-year-old told Parish Cake: “I have
always been a law and order Tory and my
first duty as commissioner is to keep people
safe.”
Concerned about claims that police were
not interested in burglaries or low level
crimes such as criminal damage, Mr Scott
said: “From my point of view, irrespective
of the challenges, policing is local to global.
Everyone from Police Community Support
Officers to the National Crime Agency has a
responsibility to tackle crime.
“I have prioritised burglary through the
crime squad and local policing team. Kent is
not a safe place for burglars.”
He was delighted to say that just days
before our meeting, and following an
invitation to meet with Home Secretary
Sajid David, he secured a £1.5million pledge
for Kent to help fight knife crime which is
sweeping the country.
He explained: “This money will be used
to extract young people from gangs with
the help of myself, the Home Office and
the St. Giles Trust. The idea is to help these
youngsters and support them to make a
difference in their lives.”
He fully understands how many gang
members did not want to “attend youth
clubs or join the Scouts” but there could
be ways to channel them into other
interests. One such scheme was the Police
Cadets Programme which encourages
youngsters to take up sport, enter video
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games tournaments or make
music, among other pursuits.
Mr Scott, who is married with a
baby daughter, is involved in one
such group in Tonbridge and is
determined the programme will make a
difference.
Told of the hastily-convened meeting
in Cranbrook in April when townspeople
expressed their growing concerns about
crime, particularly shop lifting, abusive
behaviour, criminal damage and burglaries,
Mr Scott said the numbers on the rural
police team had increased in Kent.
“In the past there was one inspector, one
sergeant, and six PCs but we now have 15
police, one inspector, two sergeants and 12
PCs and there is also a crime co-ordinator to
support the team.”
Mr Scott, who is highly critical of the role
of some judges who give disproportionately
low sentences, disagreed with plans to
scrap prison sentences for some offences,
including burglaries.
He described his personal team as
“brilliant” adding: “Kent Police do a really
good job of looking after victims of crime
but the criminal justice system is ineffective
with weak sentences being given out.
Sometimes the victim is let down by the
system.
“Lighter sentences sends the wrong
message. Some are really bad offences such
as knife crimes and assaults on officers. We
need to make prison work.”
He said since his appointment in 2016 he
had prioritised burglary through the crime
squad and local policing team, adding: “I

have zero truck with burglars.”
As chairman of the Kent Criminal Justice
Board he said many aspects of the criminal
justice system were ineffective and lighter
sentences gave out the wrong message.
He added: “Officers and staff are working
really hard to keep people safe. They do
really hard work in difficult and dangerous
circumstances and without them we would
be lost. Please continue to support Kent
Police.”

more info
Kent Police has again been
rated “outstanding” for how
it treats the public and how it uses its resources.
It has become the only force in England and
Wales to receive the rating four years in a row.
HM Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and
Rescue Services (HMICFRS) also paid tribute
to Kent Police’s effectiveness, noting the force
is good at pursuing and managing offenders
who pose a risk to the public and that its good
investigations lead to satisfactory results for
victims.
Chief Constable Alan Pughsley said: “I am
extremely pleased that Kent Police has been
graded outstanding in the way that we treat
people, plan for the future and work together
with our partner agencies to protect the public.
HMICFRS also recognised that we do a good job
when it comes to preventing and investigating
crime and protecting vulnerable people.”

TOMPSETT LANDSCAPING

ELBA
ELBA PRIVATE HIRE - PERSONAL CARRIAGE

"We go that extra mile"
Lady & Gentlemen Drivers
Town and Country
Travel in Style
Business and Social Pleasure

Allows you to Drink
Like a Lord
Leave Like a Lady!

Tompsett landscaping is a family run business
which takes pride in offering a quality,
professional, friendly and reliable service at
competitive rates for all aspects of garden
maintenance and landscaping.

To Book Text: 07785 11 20 21 or Call: 01580 441 302
Email: book@elbaprivatehire.com

www.elbaprivatehire.com

Please contact us today for your free no obligation quotation

THE KNOXBRIDGE

01580 895374

• Free House • Real Ales • Home cooked food
• Family friendley • Beer Garden
The Knoxbridge, Cranbrook Road (A229), Frittenden, TN17 2BT

Theknoxbridge.co.uk
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What’s not to Love?
An exceptional school in a magical setting
SAINT RONAN’S is an
exceptional school in an
exceptional setting. It
combines the very best of
ancient and modern and is
ambitious as it looks towards
the future.
In addition to the building
blocks of classroom learning,
the Pre Prep children explore
our farm and our 100 acres
of Forest School. They enjoy
completing 20 formal outdoor
challenges: Going on a walk
in the dark, creating wild art,
making a mud pie, holding
an animal, climbing a tree,
playing in the snow, going bird
watching, feeding the farm
animals, holding a chicken,
damming a stream, building
a see saw, hiding in a big
plant, cooking on a camp fire,
making a home for a wild
animal, taking shelter from
the rain, helping on the farm,
discovering what’s in a pond,
collecting eggs

from the hen house, sliding
down a mud slide, building a
den, pulling yourself up a hill.
Children become members
of the Prep School in Year
3, entering a House selected
for them by the “Choosing
Cup”. We pride ourselves on
our academic ambition and
co-curricular excellence,
our pastoral care and our
inclusivity. Our children have
achieved 164 scholarships
in the last five years in all
disciplines. Each week we run
over 50 extra-curricular clubs
and field over 20 sports teams.
We have 19 music ensembles,
including a 40 piece orchestra
and numerous performance
opportunities. 2019 sees us
breaking ground on a new DT,
art and computer technology
suite.
This is a magical school. Visit us
by contacting the registrar on
emmatv@saintronans.co.uk /
01580 752271.
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Proposed New Village
Hall for Sissinghurst
It’s time for a new build, writes Cllr. John Smith, chairman of St. George’s Institute
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Fernham Homes Ltd,
Canham Business Centre,
426 Vale Road,
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1 Gills Court, Chaucer Close,
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Tel: 01634 786728 Mob:07535 621806
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field behind the hall.
This was later withdrawn
because of access issues.
We were then approached
by the agent for the
Bringloe family concerning
relocating the hall further
back towards the Tennis
Club, in return the
developers would build and
fully fund a new village hall.
After careful consideration
the trustees agreed to
progress with this to deliver
28 Parish Cake • Summer 2019
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SOME 18 months ago the
trustees unanimously agreed
not to proceed with building an
extension, which had planning
permission, on the Jubilee Field
side of the hall. It was felt that
it was not cost effective as it
failed to provide the necessary
improvements to the internal
layout and space and, at an
estimated cost in excess of
£300,000, it was not affordable.
The trustees agreed that given
the age and poor condition of
the hall that a complete rebuild
would be the best long term
option subject to funding being
available. The objective being
to deliver a new, modern, fit
for purpose hall with some
additional off-road parking.
About a year ago a planning
application for nine executive
homes was submitted for the
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a new hall and associated
parking, crucially with no
debt.
Subject to agreeing
terms, legal agreements
and obtaining planning
permission it is hoped
that the new facility will
be operational by late
2020. There will also
be a consultation and
information event seeking
residents views.
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25 minute
appointments
for £95

Fitting in a GP appointment can be tricky. Benenden
Hospital offers flexible appointment slots with time
to talk. Our on-site pharmacy and diagnostics such as
pathology and CT scans are all under one roof, so we’ll
get you back on track in no time.

Designed to make you feel better

For more information please visit www.benendenhospital.org.uk/gp
The Benenden Hospital Trust is a company limited by guarantee. Registered
in England, number 3454120. Registered charity number 1065995, Registered
Office, The Benenden Hospital Trust, Goddards Green Road, Benenden,
Cranbrook, Kent TN17 4AX

Call or visit us online to
find out more:

01580 242 521
hello@benenden.org.uk
benendenhospital.org.uk/
gp

In the

CREATING A garden pretty much from
scratch during the past 14 years has
been a delight but I have thought for a
long time that something was missing.
We have much-visited bird feeders
on a rather ornate hanging device, a
bug hotel, log piles, a tiny terrace with
wrought iron furniture and pot plants
and masses of cottage garden plants.
But what’s wrong?
Then the penny dropped – water!
We are very keen to be wildlife
friendly and although we have a large
shallow terracotta bowl standing on
the lawn it is not quite what some
visiting wildlife was expecting.
So, I decided the best thing to do
was put in a pond. Now we are not
talking big, not even medium or small
but in relation to most ponds, tiny.
But it is something anyone can do
who has a small patch. Even an old
sink or a washing up bowl will do.
Years ago, I bought a round metal
bowl from a rather posh garden
centre. Not quite sure what to do
with it, it sat for years at the bottom
of the garden until it dawned that it
would make a brilliant pond for small
wildlife (excluding the mallards who
frequent the big pond nearby).
The bowl, about 2ft 6ins across and
about 1ft deep was easy to install and

now sits flush with the surrounding
ground. Proper pond lining (not
essential) was glued in place and
large pieces of ironstone, mostly
found in our garden, have been
placed round the edge. A couple of
old Kent peg tiles make a great ramp
to help unfortunate non-swimming
wildlife to get out. The last phase
is to put gravel and stones into the
bottom and a couple of small aquatic
plants.
Frogs have frequented the garden
in the past, one insisting it was really
meant to live in doors whenever the
kitchen door was left open, and I am
hoping this watery addition will suit
them.
We are keen to encourage all
wildlife, from damsel flies and
dragonflies to birds and hedgehogs.
We already have wood mice and
a large variety of birds from
goldfinches and nuthatches to feral
pigeons and tawny owls.
Adding a pond, however mini, is
one of the best things you can do for
wildlife. Natural water resources are
drying up due to intensive farming,
drainage and building, but we can all
do our bit to help wildlife which is in
need of help as never before.
Penny Royal

Let’s Cook!

TIM SACKTON

Garden
Shallot Tarte Tatin
With more and more people eating less meat
or giving it up altogether, I wanted to share a
delicious recipe for the humble onion. This tarte,
which has been a great staple for me for many
years, is a delicious starter or a main course with a
mixed salad or some roasted vegetables. The only
problem is the peeling. Reach for the goggles…!
INGREDIENTS
Serves 4.
50g butter
500g shallots, peeled
120ml good-quality
balsamic vinegar
A bunch of thyme
1 x 300g ready-rolled
all-butter puff pastry
Sea salt and ground
black pepper

1 Preheat the oven to
190C. Heat the butter
in a heavy-bottomed
ovenproof frying pan.
Make sure you use a
pan smaller than you
think because the
onions will shrink.
Add the shallots and
cook on a medium
heat until they start
to brown, turning
occasionally.
2 After about 10
minutes add the
vinegar, thyme, 1 tsp
salt and a grind or

two of pepper, then
add enough water
to cover. Poach the
shallots for about 10
minutes until they
are soft, adding more
water if needed.
Remove the thyme
and let the liquid
bubble until syrupy.
Remove from the
heat and check the
seasoning.
3 Cut a circle of pastry
slightly larger than
the pan, put it over
the shallots and tuck
the edges down
the sides. Bake for
20-30 minutes until
the pasty is golden.
Remove from the
oven and allow to cool
for five minutes. Invert
onto a large plate,
cut into wedges and
serve. Bon Appetite!
Emma Fraser
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made at Scotney
Castle
With a summer full of events to enjoy, from
flower festivals, kids trails, outdoor theatre
performances, walks, talks and tours, when
will you choose to visit?
These are the places that make us.
nationaltrust.org.uk/scotney-castle

© National Trust 2019 . Registered charity, No. 205846. © National Trust Images \Robert Morris.

Moments to
remember

comment

Chairman Answers
Community Centre Critic
Cllr. Bridget Veitch responds to fellow councillor Cllr. Matt Hartley’s anti-views on a
community hub in Cranbrook aired in the last edition of Parish Cake
WE HOPE soon to have signed
the legal agreement for the
parish council to own part of
Wilkes Field for the community
centre and to have the rights of
access to it.
So we will, after so many
years, be able to go forward
with the project to build a
centre. The parish council
will then own about a third of
the land and have full legal
permissions to access it from
the Regal Car Park. We also will
have taken ownership of the
toilet block.
The design for the centre,
which has planning permission,
has been recognised for some
years as being too expensive.
Other developments are
happening in the parish – the
Cranbrook Sports Club’s new
pavilion, the High Weald
Academy’s new building and
Sissinghurst planning to
redevelop St George’s Institute.
So we have a marvellous
opportunity to consult with you
to re-evaluate what facilities
you want in the centre and to
have a more achievable design.
The Neighbourhood
Development Plan draft
policies will be exhibited for
consultation, which gives
an excellent opportunity for
you to make your wishes and
preferences known in respect
of the centre. We are openminded as to what you want. No
decisions have yet been made.
We will use an architect to

produce a new design and will
need to submit a new planning
application to TWBC. We
will also use a professional
project manager to ensure
that the scheme is managed
efficiently. Advertisements for
both positions will be placed
according to parish council
procedures.
Every large project will have
supporters and opponents.
Cllr. Matt Hartley used the
March edition of Parish Cake to
express his well-known views
and I am responding more
generally.
In order to ensure that there
is a vibrant community in
Cranbrook we need somewhere
for people to meet. How many
of you have wanted to book a
room for a meeting and failed
to find one? How many of you
would like to attend a social
gathering but found it doesn’t
meet due to a lack of suitable
places? The packed Wellness in
the Weald exhibition in March
showed that there are many
clubs around but few places to
meet in the town.
A centre for information and
more meeting places are needed
to ensure the community
thrives, especially with the
predicted growth in population
and the increase in senior
members. The Wilkes Field site
has the huge advantage of being
in the centre of Cranbrook,
within easy walking distance of
many residents.

		

The parish council could not
start fund-raising until the land
was ours. We do have a number
of promises of funds once the
project gets started and there
are several capital funding
options we are exploring that
were not considered before.
These do not include selling the
Vestry Hall complex.
The centre’s facilities will
be chosen carefully so as not
to take any trade away from
established businesses. No
discussions have been had with

the police, and whether KCC
Library or Social Services want
to use the facilities is unknown.
You should also be aware that
the library plans to reduce its
opening hours to 28 a week.
Come and tell us what you
want in your community centre
at the Neighbourhood Plan
Consultation at the Vestry Hall
in the summer. We want the
centre to meet your needs and
become a much-loved and used
place.

Your Country Lifestyle
Department Store!
Our departments are:
Equine • Small Holder • Pets & Wild Birds
Garden • Gifts and Cards • Fuel
Clothing including:
Joules, Seasalt, White Stuff, Toggi, Jack Wolfskin, Hoggs,
Thought, Jack Murphy, Hunter Outdoor and more...
We have plenty of free parking, and we offer a free local
delivery for orders over £50 (£2.50 charge for under £50)
Open 8.30-5.30 weekdays, 9-5 Satudays and 10-4 Sundays
Swattenden Lane Cranbrook, TN17 3PS

01580 713189 | info@charityfarmcountrystore.co.uk

www.charityfarmcountrystore.co.uk
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SISSINGHURST, KENT
TN17 2JR

BLOOMSBURY
G A R D E N S

feature

FAR LEFT: East Window, Golford Chapel, Cranbrook;
BELOW: The East Window at St. Philips Church, Tunbridge
Wells, depicting the Holy Trinity

Art in
GLASS

Isobel Ackary on the creation of the Golford
Chapel stained glass windows
MY CAREER in stained glass has
spanned some 20 years plus.
Where has that time gone!? As
the old adage says “do a job you
love and you’ll never work a day
in your life”. This has certainly
been the case for me. I get just
as excited about my work now
as I did at the very beginning!
I set up my stained glass
business initially in Horam,
East Sussex, in 1997. Most of my
first commissions were for front
doors and interior windows of
local houses. It was a few years
later that I was first contacted
by artist Michael “Louis”
Woodford. He had seen a tiny
picture of a piece of my work in
a local paper and asked me if I’d
be interested in helping him to
fulfil his dream of interpreting
his art into stained glass.
This was the beginning of
a wonderful and enduring
friendship and the fruition of
the Golford Chapel windows.
In 2002 I made the decision

to return to education and do a
degree in Art and Design with
the University of Brighton,
mostly for my own pleasure
and self-satisfaction but also to
gain, perhaps, some credibility.
While studying, the Golford
windows were in “production”
and I was able to use this as
part of my degree. Soon after
finishing my degree I started
teaching stained glass at
Hastings College, now East
Sussex College, Hastings. I
teach for University of Brighton
on their Designer/Maker degree
course.
The final window was fitted
in 2008. Michael and I stayed
firm friends and I would get a
hand written letter most weeks,
beautifully articulate about art,
which was his life, sometimes
with a little sketch and more
often than not a joke or a rant!
He is very much missed. And
I think he would be delighted
that I drive around with an

		

image of the Golford windows
on the back of my car!
My career continued
with many more domestic
commissions and exhibition
pieces. In 2010 I completed
three large windows for the
new chancel of St. Philips
Church in Tunbridge Wells.
Unlike the Golford windows, I
designed as well as fabricated
these, using the theme of
The Holy Trinity. I have
endeavoured to capture the

more info

subject in a contemporary and
subtle way, communicating the
subject while allowing an open
interpretation.
To date I continue to do
commissions for houses
throughout the south east
and have an exciting potential
commission for a local church. I
still teach at Hastings and also
now run courses for beginners
and more advanced students in
my own purpose-built studio in
Hellingly, East Sussex.

For more information visit
www.labyrinthstainedglass.co.uk
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Discoveries
at Bodiam
Castle
Conservation assistant Scarlett
Woodman explains how artefacts
originally found during 1919 moat
excavations were re-discovered
BUILT IN 1385, Bodiam Castle is the
archetypal vision of a medieval castle.
Considering its age and turbulent history, it
is amazing how much of it is still standing.
It came to ruin after the English Civil
war, when its royalist owner was forced
to sell the castle to pay a heavy fine. The
subsequent owners took little care of it
and in the 18th century it became widely
appreciated as a romantic ruin and a
popular tourist destination.
In 1830, Sussex MP John ‘Mad Jack’ Fuller
bought the castle to save it. He started
some repair work which was continued by
the following owners, George Cubitt and
Lord Curzon. Curzon passed the castle to
the National Trust on his death in 1925 so
that it could continue to be conserved and
kept open to the public.
The majority of the castle’s collection
is made up of artefacts found during
excavations of the mote in 1919-20 by
Curzon, and in the 70s by the National
Trust. In 2017, the new house and
collections manager discovered the
artefacts, along with a collection of
artworks, in the top room of the North-East
tower. Damp, cold and thick with gritty
dust, they had sat there virtually untouched
for over 30 years.
This inspired a complete overhaul of
the care of the collection and the start of
an epic, project. Firstly, the collection was
removed from the tower by human chain
down the spiral staircase. Then, a team of

LEFT: Volunteer Ray cleaning the
contaminated artefacts
BELOW: A collection of artefacts from the
excavation. They were found in crates still
caked in mud from the moat. Here they have
finally been cleaned

dedicated volunteers
began cleaning,
cataloguing and
photographing
every single
object, including,
individually, 500
medieval floor tiles taken up by Curzon
from the Great Hall. They also began
archiving all the photographs and
documentation relating to the castle since
its official handover in 1926.

The archive was recently
completed, however the rest of
the project is still very much
ongoing. Currently, the team
is processing crates of objects
which were stored in the cellars
of the Castle Inn, which were
contaminated with silverfish
and rat excrement. You can come and
visit our volunteering team at work in our
conservation suite, where they will happily
give you more information about the story
of the Bodiam collection.
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FRAME PLACE
Bespoke framing services

Bottlers, The Old Brewery, Dorothy Avenue, Cranbrook. TN27 3AL.
(t) (01580) 714220
(e) info@frameplace.co.uk; (f) @FramePlaceCranbrook
www.frameplace.co.uk
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MOWER PLANT SERVICES LTD.
www.mowerplantservices.co.uk
Sunpatch Farm,
Headcorn Rd,
Smarden, TN27 8PJ
Tel: 01622 890046

OPENING HOURS
Mon - Fri 8.30am– 5.30pm,
Sat 8.30am – 1pm

Sales • Service • Repairs & Parts

W HATS ON:
Steak Night for Two £30
6 t h June & 5 t h Septe m b e r
Paella & L ive Mus ic £ 9.95p p
4 t h July & 1 s t Augus t

Enjoy freshly ground coffee | Breakfast daily from 8:30am - 10:30am
Delicious freshly prepared meals: Mon - Sat 12.00 - 21.30 & Sun 12.00 - 21.00
12 Luxury en-suite guest rooms
FOLLOW US ON

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON WHATS ON AT THE HOTEL

w w w .t h eg eorg ehotelk ent.co.uk | T: 01580 713348

Stone Street, Cranbrook, Kent, TN17 3HE | E: georgehotel@shepherd-neame.co.uk

history

Notes from the Museum
and Archives
Mike Huxley, museum archivist, introduces
the Cranbrook Museum’s latest treasures

SUMMER
EXHIBITION

THE MUSEUM is open
from Tuesdays to
Saturdays 2pm-4.30pm,
and the same time on
Sundays in July and August, with a changing exhibition
bi-monthly throughout the year. During June and July
we are looking at the life and works of the late Michael
(Louis) Woodford. Remembered as caretaker of the
local primary school, his passion was art. He painted
hundreds of watercolours in his lifetime, designed the
stained glass windows in Golford Chapel and left, as a
bequest to the Pallant House Gallery in Chichester, his
own art collection that included Picasso, Matisse and
Sutherland. Please do come and look at this glimpse of
a remarkable man.

THERE IS good reason to visit the Cranbrook Museum this season
and see some new acquisitions. During the winter months we
were very pleased to acquire a new Cranbrook Colony watercolour.
Painted by F.D.Hardy (1827-1911) it is titled “Grandfather Clock”
and very likely depicts the interior of a home in Cranbrook.
Curator, Rod Dann, made two
trips to the British Museum
to collect items that were
found near Goudhurst. A metal
detectorist found a silver collar
stud (right) dating from between 1625 and 1725.
The decoration of a flaming heart pierced by
two arrows is thought to commemorate the
marriage of Charles II to Catherine Braganza
in 1662.
The second find
was a silver gilt dress
hook (pictured above) that was
subsequently dated as 16th
century.
These new treasures are all
displayed in a cabinet (left) which
we were able to purchase with the
money we were given from the
Co op community fund. We would
like to express our gratitude for its
support of the town’s museum.
Parish Cake • Summer 2019
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Cranbrook
Union Mill
Nick Vinall gives a history of the town’s
iconic windmill
CRANBROOK’S ICONIC
windmill is the town’s most
prominent feature, much
loved and visible from many
directions. A Grade 1 Listed
building, it is the tallest smock
mill in England, tall enough for
the “sweeps” (sails) to catch the
wind above the surrounding
houses.
It was built in 1814 for Mary
Dobell who lived nearby. Her
son Henry was miller and
business was initially good. The
war against Napoleon meant
there were many soldiers
around, all needing feeding.
But the Battle of Waterloo
ended the war and the soldiers
dispersed. Business plummeted
and Mary was declared
bankrupt. Ownership passed to
a union of her creditors, hence
the name Union Mill. In 1832
it was bought by a family of
millers, the Russells. They ran
it for four generations until
1958 when John Russell died.

The Russells made many
improvements over the years.
The fantail was added which
automatically turns the cap to
face the wind, and the canvas
sweeps were replaced by ones
with wooden shutters that can
be easily adjusted to suit the
wind speed.
John Russell was the saviour
of Union Mill. In 1957, with
the mill in poor condition
and his own health failing, he
declined to sell it to a builder
for demolition. Kent County
Council (KCC) bought it for one
shilling (5p) and a promise to
look after it. They employed
Dutch millwrights to restore it
and in 1982 the mill opened to
the public.
Cranbrook Windmill
Association, a group of local
volunteers, run the mill and
assist visitors. They also
maintain the inside of the mill
and grind flour for sale in our
shop. Additional volunteers

Mill with Jubilee bunting

ABOVE: Milling, March 2019
RIGHT: Mill workers circa 1895

are always welcome to act as
stewards after training and
this can lead to milling. Email
volunteering@unionmill.org.
uk if you are interested.
Children find the mill an
exciting place to visit; climbing
the many stairs with the reward

more
info

of a certificate if they reach
the top. A hand-mill lets them
grind some flour to take home
for baking. For less active
visitors a video tour of the mill
has wheelchair access.

From April to the end of September on Saturdays and
Bank Holidays the mill is open from 2.30–5.00pm.
In the school summer holidays it is also open
on Wednesday and Sunday afternoons. Entry is
free but donations are welcomed to help pay for
maintenance. Lots more history and information can
be found at www.unionmill.org.uk

LETTINGS AND SALES PROPERTY EXPERTS
Local Experts with a Network of London & Regional Offices
FOR YOUR FREE MARKET APPRAISAL PLEASE CALL US
cranbrook@jackson-stops.co.uk

www.jackson-stops.co.uk
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Lacu

Chartered Accountants
helping you, your business
and your family
We specialise in farms, families, trusts and estates and have a
dedicated team who can help you manage your ﬁnancial needs.
Our directors, Janet Pierce and Mark Howard have direct experience with equestrian and farming matters, and we also oﬀer an
extensive range of services including:-

Bookkeeping
Succession planning
Accounts preparation
Inheritance tax advice

Tax returns and VAT advice
Estate planning
Payroll
Auto enrolment

Please contact janet.pierce@charter-tax.com or
mark.howard@charter-tax.com • Telephone 01580 313108

www.charter-tax.com

Suite 1 Bedgebury Business Park, Goudhurst, Kent TN17 2QX

Lacuna
DESIGN

KITCHENS

INTERIORS

B AT H R O O M S

WELCOME TO LACUNA DESIGN
WE DO THINGS A BIT DIFFERENTLY
WE AIM TO MAKE THE PROCESS OF PLANNING A NEW SPACE
SOMETHING TO LOOK FORWARD TO. OUR DESIGNERS HELP THEIR
CLIENTS CREATE ENJOYABLE SPACES TO LIVE AND WORK IN, WHILST
RETAINING THE FUN AND EXCITEMENT ALONG THE WAY. WE OPERATE
FROM OUR LOVELY DESIGN HUB IN ROLVENDEN, COMPLETE WITH
PRESENTATION SUITE, AND THROUGH OUR PARTNER SHOWROOMS
ACROSS THE SOUTH EAST. LACUNA CLIENTS THEREFORE HAVE
ACCESS TO A WIDE RANGE OF INSPIRATIONAL STYLES AND MATERIALS.
LACUNA’S EXPERIENCED AND CREATIVE DESIGNERS GUIDE THEIR
CLIENTS THROUGH THE DESIGN AND DECISION MAKING PROCESS. THE
RESULT IS A PROFESSIONALLY PLANNED DESIGN, USING PRODUCTS
THAT BEST SUIT THEIR TASTES AND THE NEEDS OF THE PROJECT.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE A FUSS-FREE APPROACH TO THE DESIGN, SUPPLY
AND INSTALLATION OF A NEW PROJECT, PLEASE GIVE HOWARD OR
CATHERINE A CALL TO FIND OUT HOW.

01580 241325 | info@lacunadesignhub.com
Lacuna Parish Cake.indd 1

02/04/2019 20:46

MEET
YOUR MP
Helen Grant

Same people, new business.
With a combined experience of 40 years, Christopher
and James know estate agency and the local
market extremely well. For some straight talking,
no nonsense property advice, contact us today

Christopher James Property Consultants
3a Stone Street, Cranbrook, Kent, TN17 3HF
t: 01580 714888 w: www.cjpc.co.uk

Helen Grant, MP for Maidstone
and the Weald, holds regular
surgeries around the
constituency.
If you would like to arrange
an appointment to discuss
an issue of concern to you,
please e-mail Helen at helen.
grant.mp@parliament.uk or
telephone 020 7219 7107.

helengrant.org
@HelenGrantMP
HelenGrantMP

Produced by Helen Grant MP, House
of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

FOX

construction
RENOVATIONS &

REFURBISHMENTS

Kent Peg Tiling
Bespoke Joinery
Bespoke Bathrooms
Period & Listed Buildings
Conversions & Extensions
Traditional Lime Plastering
Renovations & Refurbishments
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T:01580 712072
M:07787 948823
foxconstructionkent.co.uk
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ALTHOUGH WATER levels in
reservoirs and aquifers are at
normal levels for this time of
year, South East Water is asking
its customers to continue to use
water wisely now and over the
coming summer months. The levels
of rainfall are carefully monitor
during the winter period as it is
crucial for refilling the aquifers
deep underground, particularly
following the heatwave experienced

Water Use

Be water savvy as summer approaches says Christine King
last year because any rainfall
in spring and summer ground
is soaked up by growing thirsty
vegetation or evaporates back
into the air.
Lee Dance, head of water
resources, said: “During this
winter we have seen some
good levels of rainfall and
replenishment of groundwater
levels, which have recovered to
levels in the normal range for
the time of year. But we must
not be complacent as water is a
precious resource and whatever
the weather we always ask our
customers to use it wisely.”
There are a few simple changes
to everyday tasks that can save
litres and you money too such as
turning off the tap when brushing
your teeth and taking shorter
shower. Try these gardening tips
too to help conserve water when
potting up containers:
• Consider which compost to use.
Peat based composts dry out

DID YOU KNOW?
Aquifers are natural
water-bearing
permeable rocks
deep underground
where water storage
levels change over a
much longer period
of time than in
surface reservoirs.
This is because it
can take weeks or
even months for rain
water to percolate
through the layers
of soil and rock.
Water ready for
drinking takes
on average just
two hours to be
extracted, cleaned
and transported
through pipes
to homes and
businesses.
South East England
has less water
available per head
than Morocco or
Egypt.

very quickly as do non peat based
composts so try mixing them
with a loam based compost called
John Innes Number 2
• Mix the compost with Swell
Gel available at all good garden
centres. This absorbs and holds
the water within the compost.
Always follow the instructions on
the packet
• Beware of late frosts and try
to hold off from buying tender
bedding plants unless a frost
free area is identified in which to
keep them safe for a few weeks.

more info
More advice and information on free
water saving devices can be found at
www.southeastwater.co.uk/savewater
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Help on your
doorstep
Close to Hand is an online service
connecting you to people in your
local community who can lend a
helping hand.
Enjoy the flexibility & convenience of getting
help and companionship when you require it.
Choose the right person for you from local
Home Helper profiles.

44 Parish Cake • Summer 2019

www.closetohand.co.uk

business

W

OV E HAVE
ED

The Hive
is Opening

hub will continue with its
commitment to supporting
local through its services and
also an information area where
local businesspeople can
promote their products and
services.

M

Christine Newman introduces the new business
and social hub in the centre of Cranbrook

around the Cranbrook area.
This project has very much
been about involving family
and local enterprise and I am
committed to this ideal”.
To this end, Emma and her
husband Stuart, have engaged
the help of their sons in the
initial set up and the use of the
local tradesmen and suppliers.
Once The Hive is open the

THE HIVE, at Nineteen Stone
Street in Cranbrook’s town
centre, is opening for business
and will provide an innovative,
high tech, user-friendly hub
for businesspeople in the
Weald and at the same time
will attract much needed
patronage of the shops and
other excellent facilities in
Cranbrook.
Emma Wood, managing and
marketing director of the Big
WOW In the Weald, is the
driving force behind this new
enterprise for Cranbrook and
the rationale behind The Hive
is to create an environment
to help and support local
business and enterprise. The
Hive will provide hot-desking
facilities with secure IP hyperfast broadband; a hospitality
lounge with greet, meet and
eat zone; a presentation and

meeting suite with working
lunch facilities; and an
Anglo-Greek deli, bar and
coffee corner. Open seven
days a week, on weekday
evenings and on the weekends
it becomes a social space
welcoming visitors to relax,
view art and enjoy various
events.
“I’m a local Weald person
through and through”, says
Emma, “and I grew up in
Cranbrook and have spent
most of my life living in
the area. With this project
I wanted to support local
businesses and help the local
economy not just by providing
facilities within the Hive, but
also by ensuring that all the
work in the renovation of 19
Stone Street and the creation
of the working space within it
was sourced from within and

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables • Flowers
Plants • Shrubs • Hot & Cold Food
Drinks • Groceries & Delicatessen

Open 7 Days a Week
Charity Farm Swattenden Lane

Tel: 01580 712546 • www.hartleydyke.co.uk
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ASHWAL MOT
CENTRE
WILSLEY POUND, CRANBROOK

FREE

C A R WA S H W I T H
E V E RY M OT !
When you mention this ad

M OT
S E RV I C I N G
T Y R E S / T R AC K I N G
B R A K E S / E X H AU S T

01580 712700
service@ashwalmotcentre.co.uk

Local relationship
banking
At Handelsbanken, relationship banking still
lives up to its name. Our simple aim is to
provide the best possible service.
• You deal with people you know
• Key decisions are made locally by us at the
Tunbridge Wells branch
• A wide range of products and services, including
everyday banking, mortgages and savings, tailored
to suit your needs
To find out how you might benefit from more personal
banking, please contact Nigel Baldwin or Ray Keatley,
Individual Banking Managers, on 01892 547702 or
email: tunbridgewells@handelsbanken.co.uk

2892_RL_Parish_Magazine_Advert_TunbridgeWells.indd 1
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Oakhurst House, 77 Mount Ephraim
Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN4 8BS
handelsbanken.co.uk/tunbridgewells

Handelsbanken is the trading name of Handelsbanken plc, which is incorporated in England
and Wales with company number 11305395. Registered office: 3 Thomas More Square,
London, E1W 1WY, UK. Handelsbanken plc is authorised by the Prudential Regulation
Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation
Authority. Financial Services Register number 806852. Handelsbanken plc is a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Svenska Handelsbanken AB (publ).
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legal

The History of
Buss Murton Law
Over 300 years of legal history on our doorstep
BUSS MURTON LAW traces its origins
back to an Attorney at law opening his
practice in Cranbrook in 1713. At that
time Cranbrook was a thriving town and
the centre of the local wool industry.
Tunbridge Wells was a village centred on
The Pantiles.
During the 18th century Tunbridge
Wells expanded rapidly and in 1797 John
Stone set up in practice as an Attorney at
law in Mount Ephraim. From 1797 until
1979 (apart from a short period during
the Second World War) there was always
at least one member of the Stone family
practising law with the successor firms of
John Stone.
In 1888, Thomas Buss set up his practice
in Tunbridge Wells and at about the same
time, or a little later, Charles Murton
acquired the Cranbrook legal practice.
In 1916, Thomas Buss died and Gordon
Bretherton and Douglas Murton-Neale
acquired his practice. The firm became
known as Buss Bretherton and MurtonNeale. At about the same time Charles
Murton had by then gone into partnership
with a Hawkhurst practice owned by Eric
Clarke, and Douglas Murton-Neale joined
that partnership as well on a part time
basis and it became known as MurtonClarke and Murton-Neale.

Buss Murton Logos

Pre -1998

1998 - 2008

2008 - 2016
2016 to
present
In 1933 John Honnywill joined Buss
Bretherton and Murton-Neale. A great
uncle of his had been a partner in the
Cranbrook practice during the 19th
century.
In 1953 Buss Bretherton and MurtonNeale merged with Cheale Son and
Mitchell to become Buss Cheale and Co.
At that time Buss Bretherton and Murton-

Neale were occupying number 2 The
Priory, and Cheale Son and Mitchell were
occupying number 3. The connections
between the two buildings were opened up
at that stage.
In 1968 Buss Cheale and Co merged with
Stone Simpson and Hanson and assumed
the name of Buss Stone and Co. In 1985,
Buss Stone and Co merged with Murton
Clarke and Murton-Neale to form Buss
Murton Partnership which, since 1990, has
been known simply as Buss Murton.
Buss Murton became a Limited Liability
Partnership (LLP) on 1 April 2003.
In May 2006 Buss Murton LLP acquired
the business of an office in the Thames
Gateway at Dartford.
In June 2009 the practice of Buss
Murton LLP was acquired by Buss Murton
Law LLP.
In October 2014 Buss Murton Law LLP
acquired the business of Elaine McGloin in
East Grinstead.
At the present time, our main areas
of work are: Employment & Litigation,
Company & Commercial law, Commercial
and Residential Property, Family &
Divorce and Wills, Trusts & Probate.
We have four offices; Tunbridge Wells
(head office), Cranbrook, Dartford and
East Grinstead.

further
info

ANDREW LINTON
Managing Partner
Tunbridge Wells

KERRY CARTER
Partner, Branch
Manager. Cranbrook

GRAHAM EDWARDS
Partner, Branch
Manager. Dartford

CHRISTINA BASSETT
Solicitor, Branch
Manager. East Grinstead

Find Buss Murton Law at
31 High Street, Cranbrook.
01580 712 215 info@bussmurton.co.uk
www.bussmurton.co.uk
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update

News and views from Cranbrook
& Sissinghurst Parish Council

FINANCE REPORT
THIS REPORT is an informal picture of
what the Parish Council has done over
the period 1 April 2018 to 31 March
2019 and where your precept payments
have gone.
The precept for 2018/19 was £333,200
and payments out were £342,384 and
£78,380 was transferred to earmarked
reserves for future projects (including
£13,280 for the car parks).

Our staff – the clerk and deputy clerk,
Vestry Hall caretakers and parish
warden (self-employed) – are our most
essential resource and front line to
parishioners. We could not run the
council without them. Our staffing
costs including National Insurance and
pensions amounted to £101,807.
Other significant items of expenditure
were as follows:

£

£

Insurances
General Administration
Neighbourhood Plan
Street Lighting
Vestry Hall – Rates & Utilities
Vestry Hall – Repairs,
Maintenance & Cleaning
Vestry Hall – Cottage Repairs
& Maintenance

8,735
15,839
355
10,974
9,873
8,793
654

General Maintenance of Cemeteries,
Churchyard & War Memorials
(excluding grass & hedge cutting) 3,815
Contract for upkeep of Recreation
Grounds, Cemeteries & Allotments
(includes 2017/18
litter collections)
37,304
Burial Grounds Business Rates
St. Dunstan’s Churchyard Handrail
(after Donation £1,000)
Community Centre

1,934

Bus Shelters, Notice Boards &
Benches
Amenity Refuse Vehicle

2,492
10,480

41,720
373
1,294

Vandalism

665

Tourism Group

900

Grants to Voluntary Organisations

9,142

Computer Update

1,427

Fire Detection System

11,150

Electric Vehicle Charging Points
(grant to be received)

19,299

The above and all our other payments
were funded by the precept, various grants
and monies earmarked in previous years,
plus the following income:
Bank Interest

3,313

Vestry Hall Hire

21,196

Burial Fees

11,318

Play Equipment – grants

1,650

5,400

From Tomlin Murton Playing
Field Trust

5,000

3,500

Rents received

3,966

Recreation Grounds – Repairs &
Maintenance

1,700

Play Equipment
Crane Valley Nature Reserve
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Car Parks – general

At the end of the year there was £436,275
held as a reserve earmarked for future
specified expenditure (including £126,555 for
the car parks). There is also a general cash
ﬂow fund of £145,039.
The accounts are examined twice a year
by our auditor from Kent County Council
and then sent as part of our annual return
to the accountants, appointed by the Audit
Commission, for approval. Once approval has
been received the accounts are available for
inspection at the Parish Council office.
Brian Swann, chairman – Policy and
Resources Committee

Councillors Attendance
Record 2018-2019
Parish Council Meetings (12)
R L Beck
10
83%
Mrs A Bunyan
12
100%
B D Cliﬀord
11
92%
D Cook
11
92%
A Fairweather
8
67%
Mrs P Fermor
10
83%
K E R Fletcher
10
83%
L M Hall
2
17%
M F Hartley
7
58%
G J Holmes
12
100%
T Kemp
4
33%
J C Smith
5
42%
B J A Swann
9
75%
Mrs B K Veitch
10
83%
Mrs N E Warne
11
92%
Borough Cllr T Dawlings
4
33%
Borough Cllr L Hall See above See above
Borough Cllr
J2
17%
Hannam
County & Borough
4
33%
Cllr S Holden

Youth
Council
Formed
THE CRANBROOK and
Sissinghurst Parish Council
has recently renewed a
commitment to a Cranbrook
Youth Council (CYC) in the
town. 11 years ago the first
CYC was started; we hope
to re-establish the good and
renew the problems with the
old Youth Council. Currently
consisting of three students
from Cranbrook School (above
picture from left to right - Padi,
Blaise, Tara) with hopes to join
forces with High Weald School
students as well as other
students in the community not
attending schools in the parish.
The Youth Council will have
aim to represent students of

schools within the parish and
students living in Cranbrook.
The CYC is a way of involving
teenagers and young adults
in town life, putting forth
students’ perspective on issues
that matter to the community.

Representing students, it
is necessary to first discuss
what we love about the parish.
Foremost is the relatively safe
environment, especially in
the face of the knife attack
epidemic in London. Thanks

to this security, students
also appreciate the freedom
to wander into town during
break giving them a bit of
freedom. However, it’s not all
roses.
A lot of problems affect
students and younger people
that many adults do not
realise. That’s why, with the
voice of the youth council,
we will be able to voice these
problems. We will be eager
to bring up problems such as
the intersection of Waterloo
Rd, Stone St and The Hill
that endangers the lives of
students as well as the dismal
playground next to the skate
park. If students are to be a
part of the community, we
need to be able to enjoy it.
The town needs to feel like it
is aimed at serving students as
much as it is serving retirees,
which we currently don’t
think it is. Blaise Hanson

Neighbourhood Development Plan Update
THIS IS a critical time for the
Neighbourhood Development Plan
(NDP) – by early summer 2019 we aim
to have ready a draft plan which will
contain both policies to guide planning
applications and proposals on sites
for development in our parish. All
residents will have the chance to let
us know their views over a six-week
consultation period. Now is the time
to have your say in the future of our
parish’s development.
Our challenge is that large housebuilding targets have been set by
government. TWBC then has to work
out how to distribute these throughout
the borough in the writing of its new
Local Plan. Are these being shared out
fairly or are we being asked to take too

		

many, given our own housing needs?
Over the past two years we have
been listening to your concerns and
the things that are most important to
you – including affordable housing,
landscape and heritage protection,
traffic and adequate service provision.
How can we share out and distribute
development within our parish? Can we
grow our settlements in a sustainable
way that maintains the character and
landscape that defines them?
At last summer’s exhibition we put
forward ideas about smaller more
dispersed growth rather than the
urban sprawl of large expansions on
the outskirts of the town and village,
which could lead to the merging of one
settlement with another and thereby a

loss of identity.
Over the autumn and winter, the
NDP team has been listening to your
reactions to these ideas and has held
further public engagement evenings
at Colliers Green and Hartley. These
events proved successful in helping
to understand the challenges we face
and in raising awareness about the
opportunities the Neighbourhood Plan
offers us all to have a say in how our
communities grow in the future.
So don’t miss out and watch this
space for announcements of when we
will have the draft Neighbourhood
Plan ready for you to have your say!
Cllr. Nancy Warne, chairman –
Neighbourhood Development Plan
Steering Group
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local legend

JANE
NETTLE
Greatly missed, Jane Nettle was a stalwart of
Sissinghurst writes Trisha Fermor
WHEN VILLAGE stalwart
Jane Nettle died suddenly
in February little did her
husband and teenage son
realise the heart-felt support
they would receive among
fellow Sissinghurst people.
As soon as the news spread
of Jane’s death from a heart
attack at the age of only 63,
offers of help ﬂooded in to

Mike and Teddy, 16.
Mike told Parish Cake: “I
cannot thank people enough.
The people in the village were
so kind. I just want to say
thank you to everyone. It is an
honour to live in a village with
such nice people.
“One person brought in a
shepherd’s pie, another one
brought a pie round and it was

V I L L AG E P U B • RO O M S • D I N I N G

DRINK, DINE, DREAM
T H E S T R E E T, S I S S I N G H U R S T T N 1 7 2 J G
W W W. T H E M I L K H O U S E . C O . U K
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“SO MANY PEOPLE FROM THE VILLAGE
TURNED UP AT THE FUNERAL, AND IT
JUST SHOWS THE EFFECT JANE HAD ON
PEOPLE.”
lovely that everyone was so
concerned. So many people
from the village turned up at
the funeral, and it just shows
the effect Jane had on people.”
Her sudden death came just
weeks after she underwent
a long-awaited replacement
knee operation from which
she was slowly recovering.
At her funeral at Vinters
Park, Maidstone, it was
standing room only with
mourners even lining up
outside the chapel to pay their
respects. As a former nanny
in countries as far apart as
Hong Kong, America, Japan
and Australia, condolences
came from around the world,
including from the 138
children she had looked after
over the years. Her last two
charges live in the village.
During her life in

Sissinghurst, Jane was the
village school’s lollipop and
dinner lady when Teddy was
a pupil there. She went on
to become a Neighbourhood
Watch co-ordinator before
adding Speedwatch to her
list of jobs. She would also
organise quiz nights and run
the village fete’s barbecues
with Mike.
Perhaps one of her greatest
achievements, together with
villager Anne Lane, was
campaigning for new play
equipment on the Jubilee
Field in the village which is
much-used by local children.
At a time when villages
often struggle to find kindhearted people to help support
local organisations, Jane will
be greatly missed as the go-to
person in Sissinghurst.

An extra pair of hands
when you need them!

• Bookkeeping
• Credit control
• Data entry
• Back office support
...and more

Are you drowning in paperwork ?
Pink Giraffes offer administrative and
business support services to help you to
use your time more cost effectively.
Our help enables you to do what you
love, after all it is probably the reason
you started your business!

if the service you are looking for isn't here please call us
T. 01580 848190 E. enquiries@pinkgiraffes.co.uk

www.pinkgiraffes.co.uk

