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UPCOMING
EVENTS
Saturday 9th November 2019, 2.00pm
100th Anniversary Rugby Match
School Pavilion at the Woollam Playing Fields
Join us to mark 100 years since our first ever rugby match against Queen Elizabeth’s
School, Barnet. OAs are invited to a buffet lunch at 12.30pm and to watch the 1st
XV match at 2.00pm. We are also intending to host an OA match against the Old
Elizabethan’s, so please let us know if you would like to play.

Monday 11th November 2019, 8.45am
Remembrance Service
St Albans Abbey
All OAs are invited to attend our annual Remembrance Service to commemorate the
contribution of all servicemen and women, including Old Albanians, who gave their
lives in the Wars. The Service will be held in the Abbey at 8.45am followed by the Act
of Remembrance at the War Memorial in the Upper Yard. OAs are then welcome to
join us for coffee and pastries.

Thursday 14th November 2019, 6.00pm
City Networking Drinks
The Corn Exchange, Mark Lane, London, EC3R 7BB
Whether you’re looking for a job opportunity, work experience/internship, to promote
your company or just to catch up with old School friends, we very much hope that
you can join us at this year’s City Networking event. Welcome drinks and snacks will
be provided on arrival.

Thursday 21st November 2019, 7.00pm
New York City OA Regional Dinner
Caviste Room, Bar Boulud, 1900 Broadway, New York, 10023, USA
Our third international event will be taking place in New York City. OAs, former staff
and their partners are invited to Bar Boulud’s private dining room, Caviste. Tickets
are £35.00 (approximately $43.00) for a 3-course dinner, drinks, coffee & petits fours.
We are also looking to hold informal drinks at a New York venue on Friday 22nd
November, so please let us know if you are interested in attending.

Wednesday 11th December 2019, 7.30pm
Carol Service
St Albans Abbey
OAs are warmly invited to the School’s Carol Service in St Albans Abbey. We hope
that OAs will be able to join us for mulled wine and mince pies in the Refectory after
the Service.

Monday 16th December 2019, 6.30pm
Recent Leavers’ Drinks
The Peahen, 14 London Rd, St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL1 1NG
All recent leavers from the Class of 2019 are invited to this Christmas holiday event.
Come down to The Peahen at 6.30pm where snacks will be provided and your first
drink is on us! Former staff who taught the Class of 2019 are also welcome to attend.
For tickets to OA events, please book online via our events mailings or by telephone/post/
email via the contact details below.

Development Office
Tel: 01727 515187
Email: development@st-albans.herts.sch.uk
St Albans School, Abbey Gateway, St Albans, AL3 4HB

OA PRESIDENT’S NOTES

I

Mike Hodge (OA 1965), OA President

find it very hard to believe that six months has elapsed since
the Spring 2019 copy of Versa dropped on the doormat.
It is, of course, a sure sign of getting older when time is
permanently in top gear. I have had a quick look at my closing
notes in the last issue – it was to do with good wishes for health,
fitness and optimism, whatever the politicians have in mind for
us! I think that’s all I need to say, except that none of us will ever
again see the likes of what has gone on in the UK whilst I have
had the OA Presidential “gong”. I hope none of this is my fault!
I would like to start my notes with a tribute to Geoff Cannon
(OA 1945) who died in March 2019 and you will find an
obituary to Geoff on page 16. Geoff was a true stalwart of the
Old Albanians, being involved in rugby, cricket and committees
for simply ages. He ran, latterly, with David Morgan (OA 1946)
and Brian Ward (OA 1950), the OA Angling Club. Geoff was a
real diamond and Honorary Life Member of the OAs. He was
always at the OA Committee meetings and always on the hunt
for new members for the Angling Club. I have spoken to a few
of the members to see if there was a will to continue the Club. I
fear there isn’t but if anyone out there has a mind to resurrect it,
please contact me. Contact details on page 2.
I attended the London Drinks
event on 25th April. There
was a very good turnout with
a lot of “youngsters” – that
bodes well for the future of
the OA Association. It would
be excellent to get more of the
“vintage” OAs there but, in my
experience, it is the younger
set who relish the idea of a few
drinks after work. I was pleased
to have some time to talk to Neil
Osborn (OA 1968) and he very kindly asked me to accompany
him to Lords in August to see a 20/20 thrash between
Middlesex and Kent. We had some very interesting and wide
ranging discussions whilst watching a white ball disappearing
into the stands.
At the beginning of May, I made the annual pilgrimage to The
Digby Tap in Sherborne to meet the lads from my 1965 year.
All of us were in very good form, supported by small amounts
of alcohol and we even found some new stories to recount of
our days at the School.
In the middle of June, we had the annual OA President’s
Summer Lunch at Woollams. The staff treated us to magnificent
fare and service. The sun shone all day as would be expected
for the righteous. Maybe that’s too much of a generalisation.
Anyway, much fun was had by the 90 or so guests and I was

delighted to award the
President’s Trophy to the
Woollam Wombles. These are
a band of OA volunteers who,
on a weekly basis, spend their
Fridays at Woollams tidying
up the Pavilion and the
environs for the weekend of
sport. The photograph below
shows the Wombles with
their trophy. Missing from the
team photograph are Peter
Lipscomb and Robin Farrer.
I also welcomed the new
Chair of Governors for the
School, Sir Roy Gardner and his delightful wife Lady Carol, to
the lunch. It gave me huge pleasure to present Sir Roy with a
perfectly fitting OA Blazer pictured above. I was told that Sir
Roy will be wearing the blazer for his future visits to his local
hostelry, The Brocket Arms.

LEFT: MIKE HODGE, OA PRESIDENT.
RIGHT: SIR ROY GARDNER, CHAIR OF GOVERNORS

Secretary
David Buxton
01727 840499
davidbuxton36@gmail.com

Secretary
Alison Finley
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ajfinley@ntlworld.com

At the end of June, I attended the Golden Jubilee Reunion
for the OA years of 1969 and 1976. It was another excellent
event organised by the Development Team at the School and
my thanks go to them for all the work they put in to this and
all the other events.
I was on holiday in my beloved Salcombe at the beginning
of July so Anna Philpott (OA 1993) stood in for me at the
School Leavers’ Graduation Ceremony and also for Founders’
Day. I was disappointed to miss both events but I know Anna
delivered a great speech at Graduation. And Anna stood in for
me again for the OA Dinner in September. Thank you, Anna.
I encourage all OAs to get involved in the alumni events put
on by the School. We were all very fortunate to have had
the academic and sporting start that the School provided.
Enjoy what is left of the year and I will say nothing about the
politicians.
LEFT TO RIGHT: PAUL BARNES, NICK BARNES (OA 1966), STEVE
BURGESS (OA 1962), FIONA CAMPBELL, JOHN KNIGHTON,
DAVID BUXTON (OA 1963), RICHARD MILNES. BOTTOM: BILL
RACTLIFFE (OA 1967) AND MIKE HODGE (OA 1965)
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ANNA PHILPOTT (OA 1993)
AT THE LEAVERS’ GRADUATION
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OA News

HAWKING
Immortalised

HERSTORIC

L

ike many others, author Nick Corble (OA 1977) was confused – unsure
what was going on in his country. Deciding to engage rather than get
enraged, he undertook a unique diagonal walk across England, from the
north-west corner to the south-east coast.

I

n honour of Old Albanian and acclaimed
physicist Professor Stephen Hawking (OA 1959),
the Royal Mint have released a new 50p coin. This
rare coin features an eye-catching design of a black
hole as well as Hawking’s name and black hole vortex
formula.
The coin has not been released into circulation but
collectors are able to order one online.
Professor Hawking’s legacy lives on at St Albans
School. Most recently we awarded the first Professor
Stephen Hawking Prize for Science to Thomas
Hillman (OA 2019) thanks to the generous support
of David Thompson (OA 1958).
Read more about Prize
Giving in the School
side of this issue.

I

n April 2019, William Drake (OA 2018) produced the
musical A Mother’s War for the first time at the Drayton
Arms Theatre in London. The show was part of an
evening of musical theatre called Herstoric, celebrating
inspirational women involved in the War of the Roses.
Focusing on three key women – Margaret of Anjou,
Elizabeth Woodville and Margaret Beaufort – as they look
back across history to reassess their roles, A Mother’s War
combines traditional musical theatre style with medieval
R&B, hip-hop and funk.
William said, “Putting on my musical for the first time was
an incredible experience. Although it was daunting, not
least because I was working with such talented professional
actors (who were quite a bit older than me!), I learnt so
much from the whole process. The music had been in my
head and on paper for so long, so to see it come to life was
very exciting – something I will always be grateful to my
sister, Rhiannon, for helping me with! I definitely hope I will
be able to do it all over again soon.”

GOTT HAMMERS

D

Competition

aniel Gott (OA 2014) has started
his international croquet career
with a bang after winning all of
his first three matches. Daniel, who is
relatively new to the sport, faced Ireland,
Scotland and Wales at the Croquet
Home Internationals at Budleigh
Salterton Croquet Club in June.
Daniel was part of the five-player
England team who achieved a
convincing 4-1 win in all three tests.
“I had a bit of an up and down season,
which peaked in June, winning all
three of my matches at the home

DIAGONAL
Walking

internationals to help England defend
the trophy at Budleigh Salterton. I
followed that up by winning the Du
Pres Cup at Cheltenham the weekend
after. I was very lucky to then fly
out to the States in July to play in an
invitational international in Nantucket,
where I helped England take a clean
sweep of victories against Ireland,
Scotland and USA.
“The season has now come to an end
and I am looking forward to a winter of
rugby, before things kick off again next
spring.”

Starting north of Liverpool and ending on the south Kent coast, Nick
encountered affluence and austerity, angry cows and clever sheep. Diagonal
Walking describes what he discovered about England and the English, written
in a light hearted, but also, at times, engagingly honest way.
The route was about 250 miles long as the crow flies, however Nick ended up
walking over 400 miles by the time he had negotiated natural and man-made
obstacles, involving close to a million steps. But Diagonal Walking is more
than just another book about a long walk, or a fresh take on Brexit. From the
start, Nick invited others to ‘Walk With Me’, both in person and virtually,
using a range of social media, blogs, podcasts and videos. As such, Diagonal
Walking offers a 21st century take on the traditional travelogue.
Nick has made the book available at the special rate of £9.99 (RRP £12.99), including UK p&p, at the following link:
www.diagonalwalking.co.uk/sasoffer, or you can buy through Amazon, where an e-book version is also available.

A PB IN
Naples
Fresh back from the 2019 Summer Universiade
Championships in Naples, Mark Pearce (OA 2014) tells us
more about his running career to date…

M

y early years of competitive athletics were
immersed in a hugely talented group coached by
George Harrison and managed by Lt Col Kenny
Everitt (CCF). The pupils who I trained with six days a
week are my oldest friends and have directly shaped my
outlook on athletics and life – they still have my deepest
respect and affection.
Seven years after the 2012 ISF World Schools CrossCountry Championships in Malta, where I earnt fourthplace, the first person to call me after being selected to
represent Great Britain for the first time at the World
Universiade was George.
“There’s not many of your team still running.” It sounded
more like an accusation than fond reminiscence. George
loves to hear and tell of what his athletes are achieving years
after his influence and longs more than anything that they

stay in the sport. The fact that Lizzie Bird (OA 2013 – see
page 6) and Kyle Langford represented our country at the
IAAF World Championships this year is a testament to his
investment and encouragement.
Naples 2019 brought back many memories of Malta 2012.
On the start line of the 3000m steeplechase final, I felt that
I was representing George and Kenny, compatriots and
role-models in running at School, and my current team
in Birmingham. I had run to exhaustion to make the final
three days prior and my only chance was to calmly execute
a race strategy. The result was a personal best time for
seventh place, moving past four on the final gruelling lap.
All those freezing midwinter hill sprints in the Abbey
Orchard were worth it.
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REPRESENTING GB
in Doha
izzie joined St Albans School in 2011 at which time
George Harrison, who Lizzie says is “a legendary
figure in the athletics world”, was coaching at the
School. Following her A Levels in English, Maths and
Latin, Lizzie went on to study Public and International
Affairs at Princeton in the USA and following that, a
Masters in San Francisco. After graduating, Lizzie worked
as a Paralegal for six months before deciding to focus on
running…
How did you get into running and at what age did you
start?
I started running at around the age of eight whilst living
in Dubai. My parents went running with a weekly run
club around a park and I used to sit in the car and wait.
Eventually they persuaded me to join in. We moved back
to the UK when I was around 11-years-old and I ran
races for a club, stuck at it and progressed steadily – I was
never amazing but I consistently improved so I kept going.
Strangely, I hadn’t been back to Dubai in 15 years until
last September when we went to a holding camp for the
World Championships to acclimatise to the heat, so it’s been
interesting coming full circle in my running career.
How did the race go?
Overall, it was a really positive experience. It was my
first time competing at this level and my first major
international race so it was easy to get overwhelmed and
nervous but I was happy to be there. My goal this year
was to qualify for the World Championships and I hadn’t
set any goals beyond that, so my mindset was to do my
best to get to the final. I ran a 6 seconds PB and I was
really close to making the final – I was the first person
out so I really exceeded expectations. I was 0.12 of a
second from making the final and 0.13 of a second off the
Olympic standard which is really close but bitter sweet.
The crowds in Doha were small, but I’ve had a lot of
support from back home and my St Albans School tutor
Mr McCord keeps in touch and has been very supportive.
What does your training routine consist of?
I’ve struggled with a lot of injuries this year so I’ve been
more conservative with my training and it’s better to be
healthy in racing rather than over-trained. I run five days a
week and the other two days, I cross-train, so bike, swim or

CYCLING I
to Everest

n June 2019, Ian Garvin, Justin Davidson and Dr Philip Sawyer,
(OAs 1988), set out from Kowloon West in Hong Kong and headed
for the North Face of Everest. They made their way by sleeper train
5,500km across China, up over the Tibetan plateau, to the fabled city
of Lhasa. A few days of acclimatisation, then a train to Shigatse before
cycling to Everest (North) Base Camp.
Three mountain passes of over 5,100m lay between them and their
goal. Each day was a gruelling combination of painful switchbacks
followed by glorious long descents. Some nights they camped by
glacial streams and others they stayed in local Tibetan guest houses.
Cycling at altitude had lots of challenges and even taking a drink
required planning.

LEFT TO RIGHT: IAN GARVIN, JUSTIN DAVIDSON,
PHILIP SAWYER. (OAs 1988)

L

On Friday 27th September, Lizzie Bird (OA 2013), represented Great
Britain in the 3000m Steeplechase at the 2019 IAAF World Athletics
Championships in Doha, Qatar.

8

On arriving into Base Camp at 5,200m, they were rewarded with a
sunset and next morning’s sunrise over Everest, a sight forever etched
into memory. From there it was one of the world’s longest downhill
cycle rides, dropping over 3,000m to the Nepalese border. The changing
ecosystem was incredible, from soaring mountains to high plateau
lakes, through dry deserts and dusty gorges, and finally to Swiss-style
alpine meadows.
Congratulations for completing such a challenging adventure!

OA LODGE
Ashwell House
by John Williams (OA 1964)

A
I jump on the elliptical. I generally do two hard sessions a
week on the grass or track (often an hour, 20 minutes) and
then two easy relaxed runs (about an hour) with a bit of
strength. I also do yoga which is a nice balance and develops
my body awareness and helps prevent injuries.
What would you like to achieve in the future and what
are you looking forward to?
I would like to focus on running for the next year, which
will be the first time as I have usually worked or studied
at the same time. As I was so close to making a world
final, the next goal for me is to make the Olympics
and then the final, so hopefully a trip to Tokyo next
year! I want to enjoy the process and regardless of what
happens next summer, I’m planning to go to law school
in the Autumn – I’m excited to start my career outside
of running and continue to run at a lower level. Being
at St Albans School was a big part of my running and
academic progression, I’m grateful for my time there.

t the Installation meeting in May, the first held in
Ashwell House, Jay Patel was installed in the chair
of the Lodge by the outgoing Master, George ‘Eddy’
Rawlings in an exemplary manner. Jay is an Assistant Provincial
Grand Master of the Province of Hertfordshire. At the
September meeting, following the initiation of a new member,
Dick Knifton (OA 1967), Deputy Provincial Grand Master and
the Lodge Charity Steward, delighted members by revealing
that the Lodge had contributed in excess of £52,000 for the
Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys in the Festival. More
than any other Lodge in the Province!

ASHWELL HOUSE
The history of Ashwell House is of interest. George Ashwell
was a Solicitor, born in Newark, Nottinghamshire in 1810. He
came to St Albans and built Ashwell House in approximately
1840. The 1871 census shows that living at the house were
George Ashwell, his wife and sons Stephen and Henry and
also two grandchildren, Annie Gibson and Edward Gibson.
George Ashwell died in 1878 and made his will on the day he
died. He was found to be an extremely wealthy man. Ashwell
not only owned Ashwell House, but other properties in
Kingsbury, houses in Verulam Road, the Abbey Gate House

(now the home of the Bishop of St Albans), Bleak House,
24 cottages in Abbey Mill Lane and land in Gustard Wood,
Wheathampstead and Sandridge.
In his will, George left the house to his daughter Ann, the wife
of Robert Gibson, for her life. Ann lived at Ashwell House until
she died aged 87 years old in 1925.
In 1934 Ashwell House came onto the market again. Empty for
a few years, it had suffered severely from weather penetration
and neglect. In January 1935, John Lewis, Alderman and
former Mayor, and William Marshall, Town Clerk of St Albans,
purchased Ashwell House for £750. Both were Freemasons and
their purpose was to establish a Masonic centre rather than
continue to use the Assembly Room at the Town Hall.
During the Second World War, Ashwell House became a
‘British Restaurant’ during the day, with Lodge meetings held in
the evening. The School had no dining hall at the time and so
boys from the School used the restaurant. From 1979 to 1995
Ashwell House provided the office for the Provincial Grand
Secretary and his staff. There are now some 62 Masonic bodies,
including 35 Craft Lodges, meeting at Ashwell House.
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Featured OA

SIMON GODWIN
Bags packed and Washington bound, Simon Godwin (OA 1994) sits in his office
overlooking the Thames at the National Theatre on London’s Southbank and tells
us about the highs and lows of his career to date…
I remember reading Hamlet and Anthony & Cleopatra at School with
Viv Grieveson and now, directing these plays with the RSC and at
The National Theatre, I realise it was the early teaching at A Level
that really laid down my initial understanding.
Tell me about your path after School
The intellectual encouragement I received from the School really
helped me to get into Cambridge and read English. I founded a
theatre company [Stray Dogs] when I graduated and put on shows
on the fringes of London; mainly unknown, forgotten classics. I
then went to Northampton for my first job as Deputy Director at
the Royal & Dearngate. The Old Vic in Bristol was next where I
was Assistant Director, then to the Royal Court where I wrote for
a number of years and finally The National Theatre where I am
now, soon to be heading to Washington as Artistic Director of the
Shakespeare Theatre Company.

“I think the great actors are people
that can be entirely different vocally,
emotionally and physically.
I wanted to be more ‘me’.”
How was your time at St Albans School?
As well as being a place of enormous fun and adventure, it was
absolutely crucial as a cradle or genesis for my life in the theatre. I
started acting in plays very early on and I was very fortunate to get the
opportunity to play Hamlet when I was in the Lower Sixth. I spent
the summer listening to audiotapes of Kenneth Branagh in the role.
When I then returned to direct Hamlet at Cambridge, and then at the
Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC), the origins and foundations of my
approach to Shakespeare were instilled in me. There was a very explicit
pathway between my experiences as a boy and my experiences as a man.
The School as a whole really got behind Drama and the arts. At
the end of my second year I was in a BBC drama – E. Nesbit’s Five
Children and It – I played Cyril, one of the children. I took some
time away from School to go and film this in Dorset. The School was
always very sympathetic and supportive of my acting.
Who were your big influences at the time?
Noel Cassidy was brilliant. I played Mephistophilis in his small
space production of Doctor Faustus in the Abbey Gateway. Noel is
a super-intellectually rigorous and curious teacher, and facilitator.
Noel valued himself as a director and an artist as well as a teacher. I
think having teachers that are fully-rounded and who have a creative
personality is very inspiring for the child so they see that teaching is
not just a job, it’s a vocation.

What drew you to directing, rather than acting or front of
house roles?
I think the great actors are people that can be entirely different
vocally, emotionally and physically. I wanted to be more ‘me’.
When I got to Cambridge there was someone who knew me and put
me down for an interview to direct the Freshers’ Play. I hadn’t really
thought about directing until that moment. I knew that acting wasn’t
something I wanted to continue with, so I went to the interview and
discussed how I would approach directing the play and the memory
of working with Noel Cassidy and all the characters from School
were with me at that moment. Directing is a cerebral role where you
can read a play and come up with an overarching concept which I
found very satisfying. You can live vicariously via all the characters
in a play, without having to play any of them!
You mentioned about founding Stray Dogs, one of the youngest
theatre companies to have a production on the West End, how
was that?
In a way it was both good and hard. I had become addicted to early
success and proving myself. This idea of being taking seriously and
acknowledged meant that I was in a hurry.

Putting on the play in the West End was painful. I had a successful
run in small theatres but working on the big stage at 23 years old,
with a commercial audience – one with slightly different expectations
to a subsidised audience – was uncomfortable. I wasn’t ready. There
was an Icarus moment; up I went, and down we fell.
Failure is terribly important. It is also inevitable. If we see it,
however painfully, in a useful way, it is incredibly constructive.
That was what made me want to go away to Northampton, to a
less pressured environment and learn more about what directing
involved. To practise and get some plays under my belt. In my
late twenties, I left there to do some more training at a place
called LISPA [London International School of Performing Arts],
a physical theatre school. I was reminded that life-long learning is
essential. It gave me time to find a more experimental voice and
to try things out in a protective environment. So periodically, I’ve
‘gone back to school’ throughout my life.
You then moved to the Old Vic in Bristol, was this a different type
of audience again?
At Bristol, I was with Tom Morris who had taken over the theatre
after great success directing War Horse. Tom is much more of a
showman and the theatre at Bristol is a much bigger stage than
Northampton, so it was definitely a lift in scale. Then, in London
to the heat of the Royal Court I had another set of challenges. It
was good for me to walk away from classics for a bit and focus on
contemporary work.
What would you say has been your most enjoyable production
to date?
I really enjoyed Man and Superman, the George Bernard Shaw play
which I did with Ralph [Fiennes] because it was the beginning of
a very exhilarating and passionate friendship between Ralph and
I, where we came to discover a way of working together and the
bringing to life a play that no one remembered or the ones that did
remember, didn’t like!
He is an actor that can really bring the material to life. The better the
actors, the more they demand! Of both themselves and of you, so you
have to be extremely well prepared. You need to do your homework and
they catch you out when you haven’t.
This year I also very much enjoyed directing Hamlet in Japan, in
Japanese. Although I don’t speak Japanese, I found the freedom of
being in the country and far away from anything I knew, working
through a different language with a different kind of actor, very
liberating. By not getting hooked into the delicacies of delivery,
your different senses work harder. By taking away one part, you
renew the other senses. Without understanding the speech, I could
still tell where the actors were in the script because of my profound
familiarity of the play which began at St Albans School.
How do you approach work such as Hamlet and Two Gentleman in
Verona; by going back to tradition or putting a new spin on it?
I try and get to know the play as well as I can and research the play’s
previous productions. There’s a good exercise which Stanislavski talks
about called ‘The Magic If ’ and that is to question, if it were me, losing
my Father, seeing his ghost who has come to tell me to kill my uncle,
who is responsible for his death, what would I do? How would I feel?
How would I react?
With Anthony and Cleopatra one could take it further and ask who
is Anthony now? Who is the leader of a super-power and goes to
another country and falls in love with a princess there, and when his

country invades that country, decides to fight on their behalf and
dies in the struggle? Is it, for example, Mike Pence going to Syria and
falling in love with a Syrian queen and becoming a Syrian fighter?!
As soon as you do that, the story feels very alive and provocative.
You just have to find the bridge between then and now. That is the
primary role of the director.
How are the preparations going for your move to Washington to
take up the role of Artistic Director at the Shakespeare Theatre
Company?
I suppose I could use the analogy of a School which I am now
becoming the Headmaster of. I’ve had my own class, maybe even
a department, but I certainly haven’t had a school! I am trying
to remember the great leaders I have worked for, Tom Morris
[Bristol Old Vic], Rupert Goold [Royal & Derngate, Northampton],
Dominic Cooke [Royal Court, London], Nicholas Hytner [The
National Theatre] and trying to think about what my way of
leading will be and bringing this into the rehearsal room. I hope
a sense of fun, curiosity and empowerment will be able to extend
into the workforce there.
It will, of course, be a very different landscape. It’s not only a different
city, it’s a different country. A country going through a huge amount
of change and complexities, so how I negotiate all of that and create
work that is going to mean something, is what is facing me.
What’s attractive about theatre in Washington is the feel that there
is a proximity to power. It is a great opportunity to reflect this in the
programming and the plays of Shakespeare, just 12 minutes down
the road from the White House. Power plays to the powerful.
What advice would you give to other OAs and current pupils
looking to work in a similar field?
Seize all the opportunities that are given to you. Grab onto the sense
that the School is a terrific laboratory and the lab which you spend
Chemistry lessons in, as a metaphor for the School as a whole, is a
laboratory for you to discover who you are. The lessons which you
learn will stay with you forever. The more you get stuck in, the more
you will get out of it.
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ASK THE
ARCHIVIST
The launch of a book about the life and work of St Albans architect Percival Blow took place at Waterstones, St
Albans, in September. What was Blow’s involvement with the School and which buildings did he design?

P

ercival Blow attended
St Albans School in
1884 and subsequently
studied architecture at King’s
College, London. Aged 25, he
set up his own architectural
practice at 7 London Road,
St Albans, later moving to
premises at 1 High Street.
Blow received his first
commission in 1897 to
design three adjoining shop
premises in Catherine Lane
(now Catherine Street). The
shop on the corner of Catherine Street and Etna Road was
originally a grocers and still retains its traditional shop front
to this day. Blow’s modest beginnings continued with six
small cottages on Culver Road and individual houses on Etna
Road and Stanhope Road.
Percival Blow’s career gathered momentum with his designs
for St Albans School in the early 1900s. The School was
heavily investing in an ambitious expansion project on the
land adjoining the Gateway and made the decision to appoint
OA Blow as School Architect. He designed a number of
buildings for the School over the next 30-plus years including
three that are now Grade II listed.
The Assembly Hall building (pictured behind) was opened
by the Earl of Verulam in 1908. The Gothic Revival style used
by Blow closely resembles the Gateway – constructed using
flint with random red and yellow brick. School House was the
next substantial building the School commissioned Blow to
design. Built in 1912 as a residence for the Headmaster and
to house boarders at the time, the building is also constructed
using flint. Then, in 1927 when additional classroom space
was needed, Blow was called upon again to design a Junior
School linked to the Assembly Hall by a first-floor bridge. The
two-storey building, now home to the English Department,
was completed in 1929.
Blow’s other buildings for the School include the former Fives
Court, Sports Pavilion and Swimming Pool at Belmont Hill,
the original Science Block and the School War Memorial. He
contributed to the School in other ways, serving as President
of the Old Albanian Club in 1922 and Honorary Treasurer

of the Old Albanian Sports Association. He also presented a
silver Challenge Cup for cricket which was won by successive
House teams from 1934 to 1974.
The Headmaster met Christopher Blow, Percival’s grandson, at
the recent book launch. Christopher, a retired architect, writes;
“I would have loved to have had the chance to attend St
Albans School and experience studying in the notable
buildings designed by my grandfather and cross the Bridge of
Sighs to the Headmaster’s study, but that was not to be.
“With clients like his old school and Samuel Ryder, he was
able to practise a style of quality architecture, with room
for technical innovation as well as craftsmanship. Latterly
his client list was considerably augmented by work for
Sainsbury’s, Barclays Bank and the breweries.

YEAR GROUP GIVING
Paying forward the gift of education

T

he School is strongly committed to the provision of
bursary places for those local students who could
benefit from the outstanding education on offer,
but whose parents are unable to afford the fees. We aim
to replicate the spirit of the Direct Grant scheme and our
Bursary fundraising campaign is inviting Old Albanians to
offer vital support to help us to achieve this aim.
We are asking OAs to raise funds within their year group
so that a range of monthly donations, of any value, will
collectively become their ‘Class of...’ Bursary Fund.
Please use the form below or contact the Development office
directly if you would like us to help set up this scheme and
co-ordinate giving amongst your OA contemporaries.

St Albans Architect: Percival Blow: From Arts and Crafts to
Gothic Revival and Art Deco is published by the St Albans &
Hertfordshire Architectural & Archaeological Society and is
available to purchase now, price £8.99 from Waterstones and
St Albans Museum & Gallery.

NEIL OSBORN (OA 1968)

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ST ALBANS SCHOOL BURSARY FUND:

“What I find particularly remarkable is how much he
achieved in a working career of just over 40 years, singlehandedly and only supported by assistants and articled pupils
and without the modern aids to productivity which I myself
have experienced.”
Percival Blow’s legacy lives on not only at St Albans School
but all over St Albans and Harpenden (Hall Place Gardens,
Ridgmont Road, Clarence Road, Marlborough Gate, ‘The
Avenues’ in Harpenden and Café Rouge on Holywell Hill to
name a few).

“St Albans School opened the windows
to a wider world I would not have
known otherwise. I have had a more
varied and satisfying life as a result of
my time there – and, 50 years on, I still
draw on what I learned. I have been a
committed supporter of the School’s
Bursary Fund for a number of years
and would encourage others to do the
same. Those of us who have benefitted from the Direct Grant
system can help to create the same life-changing opportunities
for future generations of St Albans School pupils.”

ENDOWMENT GIFT
Current Fees £19,500
Gift of £15,600 per annum or
£1,300 per month (+ gift aid)

SIXTH FORM
BURSARY STUDENT
- 2 YEARS’ SUPPORT

THIRD FORM
BURSARY STUDENT
- 5 YEARS’ SUPPORT

FIRST FORM
BURSARY STUDENT
- 7 YEARS’ SUPPORT

£1,300 net per month,
for 2 years (24 months)

£1,300 net per month,
for 5 years (60 months)

£1,300 net per month,
for 7 years (84 months)



Name:
Address:

MAKING A SINGLE GIFT

Name on card:

I would like to make a single gift of

£1,300

£15,600

Card number :

£
Telephone:
Email:

RECOGNISING YOUR GIFT
If you wish for your donation to the St Albans
School Bursary Fund to remain anonymous,
please tick here
If your gift is made on behalf of or in memory of
somebody, please provide details.

as follows:

Start Date / Issue No. (if applicable)
I would like to set up a standing order –
please send me the relevant form
I enclose a cheque made payable
to St Albans School Foundation
I enclose a Charities Aid Foundation
(CAF) voucher

Please debit my:
Visa / Delta

MasterCard

UK Maestro

Expiry Date:

xx / xx

Security Code:
(3 digit code on the back of the card)

Signature:
Date:

xx / xx
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NETBALL
TOURNAMENT

T

This year, we were delighted to see more female OAs at
the event as well as younger alumni, who thoroughly
enjoyed themselves. It was also a great opportunity to
catch up with friends and network with other OAs in
various professions. We hope just as many of you (if
not more!) are able to attend again next year, which
will take place on Thursday 23rd April 2020.

We will be hosting a Golden Jubilee Reunion in the same
format for the Classes of 1970 and 1977 in the Summer
2020, so do keep an eye out for the date. We do not hold
communication consent and contact details for everyone
which means some OAs sadly miss out on our mailings.
Please do spread the word with OAs in your year so that we
can avoid this as much as possible!

Two such OAs who have
hosted Upper Sixth Form Enrichment Lectures this year
are Julius Bryant (OA 1976) and William (Bill) Feaver
(OA 1961). Julius is an author and Keeper of Word and
Image at the V&A Museum in London and Bill is an art
critic, artist and lecturer. Both OAs have been back to
the School previously to share their experiences in the
world of Art and aim to inspire and challenge pupils’
conceptions of Art.
Many thanks go to Julius and Bill, as well as numerous
other OAs who visit every year to take part in ‘What it’s
like to Study…’ panels.

OA DINNER

JULIUS BRYANT (OA 1976)

The day kicked off with coffee, tea and pastries with the
Headmaster, followed by tours of the School with staff and
prefects. Then, onto a buffet lunch at Woollams. Our Jubilee
Reunion is a popular event each year, as it enables OAs from
the same Class to come together after many years of being
apart. We hope you all enjoyed the day and are keeping in
touch with one another post-reunion.

Thanks also go to Kirstie Brimm and the catering team who
provided a wonderful Prosecco Afternoon Tea.

W

e are extremely
fortunate to have
OAs volunteer
their time to visit the School
and share their expertise
with our current pupils and
on occasion, also give talks
to members of the public,
staff, OAs and parents.

W

ith thanks to Ms Sandell and the School and OA
netball teams, the annual Netball Tournament on
Saturday 7th September was a great success. The
entire match was a nail-biting watch and for the first time
in years, the two teams drew with the result 28-28. There
were six OAs from the Class of 2019 and three OAs from the
Class of 2009 in attendance. We were pleasantly surprised
when a few more OAs joined us to watch the match and
participate in the Afternoon Tea!

OA TALKS

W

Feast

T

hank you to all OAs who joined us for the Surf
& Turf OA Dinner on Friday 20th September.
Although we had a slightly lower turnout than
usual, there was still a great number present.
Tables were organised chronologically by year group, so
OAs in the same/similar years were able to catch up and
reminisce about their School days. Special thanks go to
Kirstie Brimm and the catering team as well as the prefects
that helped out with the tours early on in the evening.
We know that for some of you, it was your first time back
at the School since leaving, so the School site has changed
considerably since you last saw it. During one of the
tours, we were reminded by Dominic Sender and Gary
Smith (OAs 1992), of the 1987 Treasure Hunt episode
that was filmed at the School. The video is available to
watch on YouTube – just search for Treasure Hunt –
Hertfordshire (Series 5 1987) part 4.

E

very year we host a Gateway Feast to say thank
you to OAs, former staff, parents and friends of
the School who have donated or made a bequest
in their wills to the School.
This year’s Gateway Feast, which took place on Friday
10th May, was themed around the 200th anniversary
of the births of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert. The
dinner was therefore a banquet imitating the Victorian
period and consisted of many of life’s little luxuries. The
four-course meal comprised asparagus soup to start,
followed by devilled langoustines, a braised shin of beef
and finally a crème brûlée.
Once again, we would like to thank all donors for their
kind contributions. If other OAs would like to find out
more information about the Gateway Society or leaving
a legacy to the School, then please visit the Foundation
section of our website.

FOUNDERS’ DAY

T

his year’s guest preacher at Founders’ Day was The
Rt Rev Stephen Venner – to whom we are very
grateful. The event took place on Saturday 6th July
and consisted of the Service, followed by a drinks reception
and a lunch in the Refectory for the Headmaster’s guests.
However, this year in place of the Gaudy we hosted
an informal Summer Social event for OAs and their
families at the School Pavilion, Woollams. At the
Summer Social, OAs were provided with a buffet lunch
and drinks, they could watch the various sport taking
place around Woollams and children were welcome to
enjoy the bouncy castle! We hope that this new event
format is appealing to OAs and hope to see many of you
at next year’s Founders’ Day.

LEFT, AYO OLUKOTUN (OA 2019, HEAD OF SCHOOL 2018-2019)
RIGHT, ANDY BARNES (OA 1966, FORMER GOVERNOR AND
HEAD OF SCHOOL 1963-1964)

LONDON
DRINKS PARTY

his year’s London Drinks Party was held on
Thursday 25th April and for the first time, was
hosted in The Caledonian Club, Belgravia. This
may have been our most popular London Drinks Party
to date, with over 80 OAs in attendance. The Morrison
Room was a great space to accommodate this large
number of guests and we believe The Caledonian Club
has become a firm favourite of many OAs.

e celebrated the Golden Jubilee Reunion of
the Classes of 1969 (50 years since leaving the
School) and 1976 (50 years since starting the
School) in June. In attendance, there were 14 from the Class
of 1969 and nine from the Class of 1976, three former staff
and of course, the OA President, Mike Hodge.

GATEWAY

and Afternoon Tea

LEFT FREYA JENNINGS-MARES RIGHT ELENOR BEVAN

13 OA Events
GOLDEN
JUBILEE
Reunion
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CARAMAC BARS
and the Past
A reflection by David Nevell (OA 1978)

THE SCORE
Stan & Ollie

I

Rolfe Kent (OA 1981) tells us about the highs and lows of creating
a score for recent box office hit, Stan & Ollie…

t’s a leap of faith for a director to hire a composer, because
it can change so much. So it was great to hear from Jon
S Baird who wanted me to compose the score to his
upcoming film about the silent movie stars Laurel and Hardy.
I had my reservations about the film; did anyone care about
the two old actors from so long ago? Did I care about them?
My assistant had never heard of them. I grew up watching
them on Sunday afternoons on the telly but now I was
uncertain they were that interesting to make a film about. But
Jon is a great storyteller and he felt that there was something
interesting here. When he told me about their years travelling
around the music halls of Britain it sounded so odd and
unlikely that I was curious.
Watching the footage, I found myself mesmerised by the
transformations of Steve Coogan and John C Reilly. They really
became Laurel and Hardy. I began my part by composing themes
for the opening of the film and seeing how they looked with the
picture. Jon and I talked about how much to draw in the past
in the music. Should it be modern, or contemporary? Synth
(Chariots of Fire is a period film entirely scored with synth)
or period? I suggested a modern orchestral approach which
contained a vintage feel and a hint of the early talkie films.
I wrote the score in the Edendale neighbourhood of LA where
Laurel and Hardy shot many of their films. In fact just five
minutes’ walk from my house are ‘The Music Box Steps’ which
have a wee plaque commemorating the filming of Laurel and
Hardy as incompetent piano movers on a staircase; a scene that
is reprised in the movie.
By the time I was nearing the end of the composing phase there
were still two cues that had not been signed off. One was where

Ollie collapses, a tricky moment which needed a very specific
emotional feel. The other was for the boisterous sequence as
Stan and Ollie travel around the country by train. With the
first I eventually realised how stark Jon wanted it. With the
other, the direction I’d been given of “like circus music” had
not turned into anything I or he liked, so I went to my very
last resort; I listened to the “temp music”- the track the editor
used from some CD. I hate to listen to temp music – it often
misleads. On listening, it did not sound like circus music to
me, but an up-tempo Russian ballet. I could feel the energy and
colour of it; I could sense the momentum and speed. I took
these impressions and created something completely new that
was imbued with those qualities. To my relief Jon loved it.
On the last day before boarding a plane for London to record
the music, Jon phoned and asked me to create something for
the end title sequence. Panic! I had just a few hours in which
to create a fully orchestrated three minute piece of music and
get the director’s approval. Luckily my music editor Nick came
forward with an idea – could I rework the opening title music
to fit the sequence? It meant changing the tempo, and adding a
whole B section, but it was a great approach and completed the
film in the high spirits it began with. By 10pm that night I had
it done and the next day flew to the UK.
Conducting the recording sessions at Air Studios, and the
mixing week at Abbey Road with Jake, Nick and Jon went very
smoothly. It’s stressful to suddenly have a symphony orchestra
to record in limited time, but it can be great to hear the ideas
interpreted by world-class musicians. It becomes expressive and
full-hearted in a way the demo can’t and it sparkles with depth
and warmth. It was very satisfying and I reflect on working
with Jon and his delightful film very happily.

Mediocria Firma. “They might have come up with something
a bit more inspiring” said my mother.
From a gap of almost fifty years, the first-year form
register still has a beguiling rhythm and metre to it. Bits
of it are stuck in my brain, other bits possibly imagined.
Abbott, Andrews, Bartlett, Bond, Braid, Burns, Budd,
Chivers, Clements, Cox, Dean, Evans, Festenstein, Gander,
Goodier-Page, Hare, Harding, Inglebrecht, Lawton,
Malkinson, Moore, Nevell, Pringle, Paisley, Rowland,
Sanders, Stephens, Tufnell, West, Whittaker, Yates. It still
feels like a long-lost poem. If I ever write a novel then be
assured, a mysterious character called Festenstein Gander
will occupy its pages.
1B’s Form Master was Owen Buck. I don’t remember that
much about him other than he had been in the RAF just
after the Second World War, smoked a pungent pipe, and
navigated us through the French language in the company
of la famille Bertillon.
Music with Simon Lindley was often the most chaotic. If
you did something he approved of he would hand out “Plus
Points” as in “Take a Plus Point, boy!”
The SLR. The BLR. The Old Hat Factory. I vaguely remember
doing Biology in there.
Mr Finley took us for Divinity in the first year. He was
constantly pushing us, challenging us, something we found
uncomfortable. Most of us lacked the maturity to realise this.
Looking back I can see now he was an excellent teacher who
was trying to get the best out of us. There were many others
who fell into this category, Mike Hudis springs to mind.
Frank Carter (inevitably nick-named by his Spoonerism)
ran some very popular Chemistry lessons, not the least
because he would invariably deviate into stories about jazz
concerts or even better, delve into his impressive supply of
tales of gory industrial accidents.

Mr Bradley was popular; he took us for Maths in the first
year and ran Maths Club. He helped us design a poster
which went “Are you a flat-earther? A member of the
duo-decimal society? Then come to Maths Club. The place
where misfits feel at home.” When you asked him a Maths
question he had a habit of clutching his forehead, throwing
his head back and staring at the ceiling until he came up
with the answer. We were convinced that he must have a
mathematical formula hidden up there somewhere.
Caramac bars. Can you still get them? I know that if I
smelled one now I would be instantly catapulted back
over the decades to the school tuck shop. Mundane
aromas, like Noel Coward’s cheap music, are strangely
potent. Whenever I hear Kashmir by Led Zeppelin I can
see myself outside the Sixth Form centre one warm and
sunny lunchtime with the riff reverberating out from the
uppermost windows across to the science block and the
New Hall. How I wanted to be a Sixth Fomer.
And then I was. Maths wasn’t a done deal for me at the start
of the Lower Sixth but after a year with David Roden it
certainly was. David instilled into me a love of statistics and
I can see how it directed a route through my Maths degree,
on to an MSc in Operational Research, then to the O.R
Department at Rolls-Royce. Forty years on I still love how
quite simple manipulation of data can create an explosion
of understanding. Making that connection with people is
something I still drive towards. Even now I am optimistic
that my most valuable work lies ahead of me. For that I am
eternally grateful to a sequence of people who passed the
baton on. David was one of those and he did not drop the
baton. St Albans School did not drop the baton. We all have to
pass that baton on.
Non nobis nati. Born not for Ourselves, as they now say. I
think my mother would have approved.
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Announcements

OBITUARIES
Peter Soul
(OA 1961)
1943 – 2019

David Morgan (OA 1946)
to form a business. The
practice thrived and has won
numerous awards.

Written by Moreton Moore
(OA 1961)
Ever the meticulous scientist
and gifted musician, Peter Soul
passed away at the age of 75. At
St Albans School, he was one of
nine students comprising the
‘Maths Set’ who took A Levels
and Scholarship S Levels in
Mathematics, Higher Maths
and Physics. In the CCF, he was an active member of the
Signals Section. Peter gained a BSc in Physics from Bristol
University, followed by an MPhil in Solid-State Physics at
the brand-new University of Warwick. These qualifications
led Peter into a life of physics research, first for a decade at
Standard Telecom Laboratories (STL, Harlow), followed by
26 years at Gillette (Reading).
Peter could often be heard during School lunchtimes playing
the grand piano in the BLR. He sang in the Abbey choir
and had a particular love of the works of Benjamin Britten,
fostered while at School.
He is very much missed by his family and friends and also
by the local community of Earley where he was closely
involved with the local Residents’ Association – helping to
organise a town-wide volunteer group of 300 litter-pickers.
He was a valued member of the Thames Voyces Choir
and was often asked to help other local choirs whose bass
sections needed strengthening.
In 2011, Peter organised a highly successful 50 Year
Reunion at School for the Class of 1961 and gathered
biographical information from over 50 classmates into an
attractive booklet.

Geoff Lovell Cannon
(OA 1945)
1927 – 2019

Written by Ken Garrett (OA 1942)
My friendship with Geoff began at School when he was in my
‘House’, Shirley. Geoff was a lively member – very competitive
with determination to win in spite of his small physique.
Geoff ’s ambition to be in the RAF was short-lived as he
was rejected for having a perforated ear drum. Searching
for an alternative, a School report pointed to his art which
was praised emphatically. He passed the exams to become
a qualified architect, obtaining employment in St Albans.
Geoff joined forces with School pal and fellow architect

and significant effect; this maths set was the first, and the
work at the University of Minnesota was the second.”

In 1953, Geoff married
Pam and moved to East
Common in Redbourn where
they had three children;
Mark, Anthony and Clare.
He skilfully renovated two
cottages in Church End where
he lived until his death.
Round Table, Rotary Clubs,
OA Rugby, 41 Club, Probus
and Bowls Club all kept
Geoff busy. Later, he became
President of the OA Angling
Club, arranging trips in Europe and as far afield as Chile.
Geoff died peacefully at 92 years old having lived a healthy
and happy life.

John Anthony Hudson
(OA 1958)
1941 – 2019

Written by his son, Miles Hudson (OA 1987)
John was born in Cardiff and joined the School in 1951
after his family moved to Welwyn Garden City. His most
significant memories of St Albans School came from being
in the elite Maths set with Mr Tahta. In an unpublished
memoir from 1983, John wrote that there “were two
educational experiences in my life which had a very deep

John obtained a BSc in Mining Engineering from HeriotWatt University in Edinburgh. He and Carol were married in
1966 and they moved to the University of Minnesota where
John worked, obtaining his PhD in 1971.
Their first son, Miles was born in Minneapolis but they
returned to Welwyn Garden City in 1972, where they had two
more children, Jonathan (OA 1993) and Jenifer.
John became one of the foremost experts in the world
in his field, including two decades as Editor-in-Chief of
the International Journal of Rock Mechanics and Mining
Sciences and 30 years as Professor, and then Emeritus
Professor, of Rock Engineering at Imperial College.
John had a large back catalogue of textbooks to his name
and, to be published posthumously, his last work will be
Understanding Building Stones and Stone Buildings, coauthored with John Cosgrove.
John died on 13th February 2019 in Stevenage and is survived
by Carol, their three children and five grandchildren.

John Hider
(OA 1964)
1945 – 2019

Written by his sister, Mary Hider
John was born in St Albans on 28th July 1945 and was
at School from 1956-1964. His father was also an Old
Albanian and his mother later worked as School Secretary.
He went to Christ’s
College, Cambridge
to read History. After
graduating, he worked in
the clothing industry and
settled in the Midlands
with Alison and their
two sons. The company
he worked at was later
sold and John took early
retirement after being
made redundant.
John married his second
wife, Sheila, in 1988
and they enjoyed joint
retirement travelling.
Their first holidays together were camping with his boys but
later they broadened their horizons to China, India, Albania
and other countries, followed by European cruises.
John was a man of great knowledge and a dedicated
family man with an irrepressible sense of humour. He was
thoughtful, generous, supportive, widely admired and
respected.

John died suddenly on 11th February 2019. He is survived
by Sheila, his sons Mark and Jake, two grandchildren, stepchildren and their families. He was a wise and wonderful
person who will be greatly missed by all who knew him.

Michael Raymond
Bing
(OA 1976)
1958 – 2019
Written by Julius
Bryant (OA 1976)

A great character,
Michael was funny,
irreverent and subversive,
both as a schoolboy
and throughout his
brilliant 40-year career
at Sotheby’s. At School,
for an April Fool one
year, I borrowed the
Headmaster’s headed
stationary and typed
formal announcements that ‘Michael Bing has been appointed
Head of School’. No one was fooled: the idea of him as Head
Boy could not have been further from the truth, but if there
had been a ‘peoples’ vote’ I suspect he could have won it.
Michael went on to read History and History of Art at
Westfield College, University of London. Michael had
talked of joining the police (one never knew when he
was joking) but on graduating in 1979 entered Sotheby’s,
where I rejoined him and he introduced me to my wife.
A specialist in British paintings, he rose in various
roles at Sotheby’s including Head of 19th Century
Continental Paintings, the first Managing Director
of Sotheby’s Switzerland and Director of British
and European Paintings at Bond Street. A full
career with the same auction house is
almost unknown.
Michael was ever loyal to The Saints
(St Albans F.C.) where his father had
served as Treasurer. He died after
fighting cancer for a year. Michael was
devoted to his wife, daughters and
sister and will be remembered by OAs
and his many friends in the art world,
as an original.
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Robert Alban Moore
(OA 1948)
1930 – 2019

Written by his daughter,
Louise Moore

1966. They moved to Suffolk in 1967
where they had their daughter Louise,
another son Michael and finally another
daughter Joanna.
Bob had a passion for trivia, leading
him to actively participate in quiz shows
on the TV. He especially enjoyed Fifteen
to One.
Bob passed away peacefully surrounded
by his loving family in Suffolk. He is
survived by his wife Pat, his children
Louise, Michael and Joanna and five
grandchildren. He will be greatly
missed.

Ossory Murray Arthur Butler
(OA 1940)
1922 – 2019
Written by his son, Jeremy Butler

Bob married his wife Patricia Ann
Turner in St Albans Cathedral in 1964
and they had their first son David in

After the war and attending Hertford
College, Oxford in 1951, Ossory became
a School Master at St Albans School,
teaching Divinity with some English
and Mathematics, as well as running the
naval section of the Combined Cadet
Force.
Whilst teaching at the School, Ossory
and his wife fostered numerous children
from Uganda and Nigeria as well as five
Polish refugee children. He went on to
teach in Uganda, Jamaica, California,
Nigeria and Cyprus. He often visited
his old School and maintained an active
interest in its development.

Pam was thinking of an early retirement,
and more golf, but instead found herself
moving to St Albans for almost ten years.
Golf did indeed continue at the Mid
Herts Club, along with some OT work,
but there were other activities as well.
Lunches for new pupils – “you certainly
know how to make a boy fed up” ran one
thank you letter, which she took to be
praise, or at least she hoped so.

Back to Upton and the Catholic
Churches: there was golf and making
more friends locally. And, of course,
looking after the cats… and Simon.
Pam enjoyed holidays in Cornwall,
France and the Canaries, she cruised
the Rhine and the Danube and visited
friends and relations in the United
States.
She retained her sense of humour, the
twinkle in her eye, the warmth and
friendliness, her elegance and above all
a genuine interest in all whom she met.
Pam left us as she would have wished,
enjoying herself with some of her many
friends… and, for once, she had been
on time for the W. I. meeting.

William Hurlock Williams
(OA 1947)
1929 – 2019
Written by his sister-in-law,
Moya Williams

William Hurlock Williams died peacefully
at home on 29 August, aged 90.
From School and after National Service,
Bill went on to train as a horticulturalist
at Oaklands College, Hertfordshire. He
then worked for Agricultural Credit
Corporation in London until he took
early retirement in the mid-70s.
He retired to Guernsey and then
Marlow and in both places kept a
beautiful garden, which was his passion.

Full versions of all obituaries can be read within the digital edition of Versa which can be accessed via www.st-albans.herts.sch.uk/oas/

WEDDINGS

Pamela Wilkinson
1928 – 2019

Robert Alban Moore was born in St
Albans’ historic pub, The Boot. Robert,
known as Bob, won a scholarship
to St Albans School where his love
for reading and his passion for
accumulating knowledge began. Bob
loved his time spent at School where
he made friendships that lasted his
lifetime, as well as gaining a fantastic
education.
In 1948, Bob completed his National
Service with the Royal Norfolk
Regiment and was posted to Berlin
where he was based at the Olympic
Stadium. He then returned to St
Albans and played rugby with the Old
Albanians as a Prop Forward. He toured
with the Old Albanians and had many
fond memories of his sporting years.

During his time at School he became an
Abbey chorister and developed a love
of sport. O.M.A Butler was cricket vicecaptain, athletics captain and captained
the 1940-41 1st XV rugby team which
according to the Albanian at the time
“was probably the most successful
season the School has ever had”.

Pam was Head OT at Barts before
moving to Upton-upon-Severn where
she became Head OT at Powick
Psychiatric Hospital. Then, after its
closure, Head of the Community OT
Services in the County. She married
Simon, then “Undermaster” at
Malvern College.

Written by her husband,
Simon Wilkinson
(Headmaster 1984 – 1993)
After an education largely in convents
in England and Ireland, but ending at
Inverness Royal Academy, Pam became
an Occupational Therapist.

Nick Jackson (OA 2005) & Rosannah Hutchings (OA 2007)
Ossory was born in Bulawayo Southern
Rhodesia. He was brought up in St
Albans after his father died when
he was one year old. He achieved a
scholarship to attend St Albans School
in 1932 and stayed until he joined
the RNVR (Royal Navy Volunteer
Reserves) in December 1940.

Written by Nick Jackson

Two of our Old Albanians, Nicholas Jackson (OA
2005) and Rosannah Hutchings (OA 2007), became
Mr and Mrs Jackson on the 27th April 2019. They first
met during a Sixth Form performance of Grease at the
School, where Rose was performing as a ‘Pink Lady’
and Nick had returned from Exeter University for the
Christmas break to watch the performance. Following

seven years together, Rose and Nick were married by The
Very Reverend Dr Jeffrey John, the Dean of St Albans, at
St Albans Cathedral. Their wedding reception followed
at St Michael’s Manor on Fishpool Street and many of
their St Albans School peers joined to celebrate their
day. Nick continues to have a strong connection with the
School as Chairman of the Old Albanian Football Club.
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OA Sports

OA GOLFERS AT LAKESIDE
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T

he Old Albanian Golf Club’s season started on a glorious
day in March at the ever-popular Sandy Lodge Golf Club
near Northwood. Numbers were somewhat reduced
because several members chose this time to take a late winter
break but the 11 who turned up were very impressed by the
way the course had survived the previous dry summer and
the subsequent poor growing conditions. As usual we played
a team game in threes with the worst score of the three being
discarded on each hole. The winners were Tony Clarke (OA
1961) and David Hughes (OA 1994) who were given a little
help by a ‘hidden pro’ to make things as fair as possible. As it
happens, Tony and David played so well they won easily, rarely
needing the help of the ‘pro’.
The annual match against Mid Herts Golf Club was called
off because of dire weather warnings as the tail end of
hurricane Hannah passed through. It proved to be a wise
decision. Another fixture affected by the weather was the
match against the Old Berkhamstedians at Mid Herts –
postponed to save people from travelling considerable
distances (e.g. Jersey). Again, the decision was justified.

WEATHER PUTTS
GAMES ON HOLD
OA Golf Club
by Kevin O’ Donoghue (OA 1959)
Peter Dredge’s (OA 1960) Captain’s Day was held at a new
venue for the Club – Whipsnade Park. This time we were
blessed by fine weather but scoring proved difficult, possibly
because the course is quite long or because of unfamiliarity.
Regardless, Robin Farrar was a clear winner.
The main event of the year, the OA Cup, was held at
Harpenden Golf Club on a baking hot day in July. As
it happens, first, second and third places were all filled
by Harpenden members as was the trophy for non-OAs
(Antelopes). Proud first-time winner of the OA Cup was Don
Mills (OA 1970).
The re-arranged match against the OBs was held at
Aldwickbury Park early in September. Last year at the same
venue, the OAs were given a sound drubbing but this year saw
a considerable improvement as an honourable half was secured.
The season continued with the autumn tour over the first
three days of October when we returned for a third visit to the
Lakeside Golf Centre near Huntingdon (pictured above). The
annual pairs competition for the Briggs Goblets takes place at
Mid Herts in mid-October, our last meeting of the year.

BUILDING MOMENTUM

T

he Old Albanian Football Club, resurrected in 2016 and
now entering its third year under ‘new management’,
proudly continues to solely feature members who
attended St Albans School.

former sporting Albanian all-stars. Much pressure has been
placed on such young shoulders as D’Rosario’s tenure began
by leading the team out at Woollams against none other than
Merchant Taylors’.

Following the disappointment of narrowly missing out on
league promotion last season and armed with a few new
additions to the Albanian ranks, the 2019/20 cohort were sure
to come out all guns blazing during the annual pre-season
tournament, sealing victory against local rivals Aldenham in
the fiercely competed summer tournament.

Stepping out onto the hallowed turf once more (a gentle nod to
Martin Dobson and Smithy the Groundsman whose facilities
and pastures were as well kept as ever), the A’s were reminded
of the legacy they pledged to protect, embarking on their first
competitive fixture as a new band of brothers.

However, with co-founder and former Club captain Alex
Addison (OA 2005) taking a sabbatical to set up occupancy
Down Under, the reigns couldn’t have been passed onto
a more worthy candidate than 2012 graduate Richard
D’Rosario. Woollams for some, has been nothing but a
fortress, racking up decades of seasons between the fleet of

NARROW LOSSES

T

The U11s and U15s both managed to reach the finals day
for their respective years. Unfortunately, both teams came
up against very good opposition but played well on the day,
narrowly losing but showing great skill and desire. The U11 also
made the final of the summer league and narrowly lost out to a
very strong Broxbourne side.
All in all, it was a very successful summer with the juniors
competing in over 135 games. A big thank you to the many
parents who help to run and coach the groups. The senior sides
enjoyed a bumper season by regularly putting out four league
teams on a Saturday. The Club was also able to fulfil four 5th team
games this year, something that has not been previously achieved.

Both the 1st and 2nd XI remained in contention for promotion
until the last two weeks of the season with each picking up ten
wins to finish 4th and 3rd in their respective divisions. The 3rd
and 4th teams struggled in their divisions with slow starts for
both sides under Gyan Rhodes (OA 2008) and Simon Bates.
The 3rd team put together a winning run towards the middle
of the season and enjoyed promotion form for the second
half of the season and safely finished mid-table. The 4th team
were involved in a relegation fight with Captain Simon Bates’
bowling proving decisive in the last few games and securing the
necessary bonus points.
The OA Cricket Club is in excellent health on the pitch and is
working hard to secure its financial future as it faces the need
to upgrade a number of its facilities. We were lucky enough
to receive a sizeable individual donation this year and the
anonymous donation of a set of sightscreens for the 1st XI pitch.
The committee are confident that 2020 will see both the juniors
and seniors building on their successes.

Following a key decisive win, the squad has created
invaluable early momentum and at the time of writing,
continue their 100% record and have an exciting 2019/20
story to write. For those looking to support, join or stay up to
date with progress throughout the season please feel free to
get in touch at oldalbaniansfc@gmail.com.

PROMOTION FOR THE

Men’s Team

OA Cricket Club
by David Goodier

he OA Cricket Club completed another successful season
on the field in 2019, with the Club basking in the glow of
a wonderful World Cup and Ashes series. Both the junior
and senior sections saw an increase in playing members as a
result of cricket fever hitting the country.

OA Football Club
by Nick Jackson (OA 2005)

O

OA Tennis
by Maureen Harcourt

ur Ladies’ team, having gained promotion at the
end of 2017, had some challenging matches but
ended up a very respectable 4th in Division 4 of
the Watford League. Our Men’s team, having been demoted
to Division 2 at the end of the 2018 season, have succeeded
in winning the League – many congratulations to all who
played. They will now return to Division 1 for next season.
Our Mixed teams had some very close matches and ended
up a very creditable 4th in Division 3. All in all, a good
summer season for OAs!
On a very sad note, Iain Wagstaff, a regular member
of our Men’s and Mixed teams, was tragically killed in
September. He will be greatly missed and our condolences
go to his family and friends.

Ready for the winter season, we have once again entered
a Mixed team into the East Herts Autumn League and a
Ladies’ team into the Hertfordshire Senior Winter League.
As a new venture, we have introduced a box league for
Club members, which will consist of doubles matches
and will run throughout the autumn and winter. The Sue
Barnes Memorial Event was unfortunately rained off in
September and will now be held in the New Year.
We now have a new website address. Many thanks to John
Cooper for giving up his time and being very patient with
us! The address is www.oatennis.com if you wish to find out
more about us. We continue to welcome new players to the
club so do contact us on oatennis2002@gmail.com.
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THE LAW OF AVERAGES
OA Rifle Club
by Andrew Wilkie (OA 1965)
September went well but you’ll have to
wait until Spring for the match result. Oh
the tension!
COMPETITORS IN THE COLES TROPHY MATCH

The beginning of our full-bore year was
once again delayed by bad weather, this
time gales. As things transpired, we
could have shot but it is unreasonable to
expect those travelling for several hours
to arrive at Bisley, only to turn around
and drive back again.

O

ur HSRA Summer Rifle
League 2019 concluded with us
achieving third place in Division
1. When you consider we started the
season as Team 3 in Division 1 we have
done well to hold our own. However,
the downside is that all our averages
have dropped from those entered back
in March, possibly due to the somewhat
reduced intensity of Summer shooting.
By way of a diversion, let’s have some
fun with average calculations and see
what impact they might have. Working
with the published league figures for our
Herts Summer League 2019, we get the
averages in the table below;
A clear variation but no definitive pattern
from this small sample. The straight
averages is inevitably lower because of the
warts, however, it is this that will be used
for everyone as the basis for awarding the
Olswang Trophy.
BSSRA Veterans Competition results for
2018/19 show that the B Team came in

AWB Wilkie
MC Warr
N Tubby
AQS Moore

8th with 451 and the A Team 9th with
384 (4 firers only). A shame as the A
team would have been well placed with a
full complement of scores.
The Coles Trophy was shot at the
Vauxhall range in Luton on 3 July. There
was a strong turn out with eight from
School and 11 OAs (pictured above).
It was good to see so many of the
younger OAs who well outnumbered
the three ‘seniors’. The School won on
MacRae handicap scoring with 501.143
to the OAs 500.414. Highest score of
the day went to Bruno Lucas on 98,
Piers Dorward (OA 2018) was second
on 97 with a tie for third between Ben
Solomons, Thomas Chapman and
Andrew Wilkie (OA 1965) on 95.
As usual, the request for Versa copy
finds us poised to complete our full-bore
season with the annual match against the
Old Alleynians. You may recall that we
lost the match last year so we are focussed
on putting in a good performance this
year to make up for it. The practice in

Entered
Average
(Best 5 from
Rounds 2 to 7 Winter
2018-19)

Entered
Average
(Best 5 from
Rounds 2 to 7 Winter
2018-19)

97.8
97.4
96.2
95.6

95.9
96.3
94.4
95.0

The first match eventually took place on
6 April against the Old Lawrentians and
this year they were out for revenge having
been beaten in 2018. They made a good
job of it too, beating us 493.51 to 460.26.
Congratulations to them on the win.
We tend to arrange a practice session
prior to each of our matches. This
is particularly useful for the Long Q
match held this year on 8 June. So on
15 May we duly gathered at 900yds on
Stickledown Range to test the extremes
of our equipment. Well that was the plan
and for most of us it worked well. But,
yours truly managed to leave his bolt at
home in Bournemouth so my practice
didn’t actually include any shooting! The
team practice did eventually pay off and
we came in 3rd with 336.12. A somewhat
remarkable result for us against the
international shots and wind coaches
from other schools.
Thanks once again to the School and
David Russell in particular for an active
season and let’s hope that in a year’s time
we can look back on some spectacular
2020 shooting. Good shooting to all.

Summer 2019
Best 5 from
last 6 Rounds
Average
96.8
96.4
95.6
95.0

Summer 2019
Best 5 from
Rounds 2 to 7
Average
96.4
96.4
93.6
95.4

AN ALL-WINNING SEASON
OA Saints
by Julia Holmes, Captain

W

ell how do you follow the best and most successful
season for the Saints so far? We won the
Championship South East II League, the playoff and
the Intermediate Cup and are newly promoted to Championship
South 1, one league below the Tyrells Premiership.
It all came together in the 2018/2019 season, not just within the
team but the background work by the coaching, management
and medical staff, too. The support and assistance from the Club
as a whole has helped towards the success. The team put in the
hard work on and off the pitch, supporting each other through
all the highs and lows.
The coaching team of Darran Brown and Sarah McKenna
worked together to develop and enhance the players and create
the winning team of the season. Laura Clint kept everyone
strapped up and in one piece ready for match day, taking time
to work with individual players for rehab and fitness. Also,
Harry and Ian gave the forwards their time and knowledge to
assist with scrums and set pieces. The management team made
everything else happen, from referees to organising and driving

the mini buses and getting the changing rooms ready for when
the players arrived. Darran has now stepped down and we wish
him all the best for the future and thank him for the hard work
he gave to the Saints in their winning season.
Saints progress into the 2019/2020 season under our new
head coach, England, Saracens and more importantly, ExSaint herself, Sarah McKenna. In our 30th year, Saints look to
build and progress on what was achieved last season. With the
assistance of some guest coaches whilst Sarah was on England
duty, the work never drops or stops from the players. Off season
recruitment has been successful. We have signed several new
players looking to play for the best women’s rugby team in
Hertfordshire. Some past Saints have also returned looking
to take on a new challenge and some of the junior Saints have
made the transition and progression to the senior team.
I am truly excited for what the Saints have to offer this season
and am proud to be their Club Captain. I look forward to
working alongside the main Club committee in making OARFC
successful in all aspects of rugby within the Club this season.

OA RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

T

by Kim Watson, Captain

he OA Rugby Club is going from strength to strength
and has a wealth of talent that spreads across the
entire Club, from the 1st team to the Gladiators who
had their most successful season, winning the League and
Cup double. Our juniors won every County Cup Final with
the U14s only just missing out on a clean sweep. It’s safe to
say as a Club we had our most successful season last year
and I hope we continue in the same vein this season.
Our success on field is matched by the growing social
aspect of the Club. In past years that has been one of the
major gripes, that we are fractured and separate teams
playing under the OA banner. Last season saw huge leaps
in making that a thing of the past with social events at the

Club being well attended and teams buying into the ‘One
Club’ mentality. This started with the Bull Run which all
four men’s senior teams, along with a touring Vets side from
OMR Lille, took part in. A fantastic way to start the season.
We reintroduced the Halloween party and Christmas Social
which again, had representatives from all the senior teams.
Finally the OA Ball was reintroduced after three years in the
wilderness. It was a fantastic way to end the season and to
say a big thank you to all the players, coaches and volunteers
that help make OAs so great.
Hopefully we can build on last season’s successes on and
off the field. I hope to see you up at the Club this season to
watch some great rugby and share a beer or two.

