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FROM THE DIRECTOR
In April 2019 Sweet Briar JYF celebrated its 70th anniversary, confirming its position as the
oldest coeducational intercollegiate study abroad program in Paris! Current students met with
many alumni, several of whom attended in the 1960s. Our host families and professors both
current and retired were in attendance, as well as Margaret Scouten, former JYF director, and
her husband Alan, who flew over from Virginia. We wish to thank them for attending and for
sharing so many memories of their years in Paris.
In 2015 Sweet Briar College JYF in Paris moved back to Reid Hall, where we were formerly
headquartered. We now occupy a wonderful office, garden and classroom space in central
Paris. Reid Hall is also the location of many American programs and Columbia Global Centers. Students can attend the conferences and events hosted by the Center and JYF organizes
one conference every year with the help of the David Bradt fund, sometimes in relation with
coursework. Last year the conference was entitled, « immigration in France: between solidarity and reject » with Raphäel Kraft, journalist and writer, and Olivier Adam, writer. Also in the
Spring of 2019, the creation of a new course, “Black Paris” taught by Stéphanie Bérard, coincided with the opportunity to attend a conference on Maryse Condé organized by Columbia
Global Centers. Students met with the recent Nobel Prize winning writer in a private session.
I am sure the participating students will remember this rare opportunity to speak with Maryse
Condé as a special immersion in French intellectual life for a long time!

Mme Lucy Hervier
(JYF 1973-1974, Skidmore College) retired
as Assistant Director
of Sweet Briar College JYF in Paris in
May 2019 after 23
years working for the
program in several
capacities. She will be
remembered for the
generous support and
guidance she provided to countless JYF
students and host families. JYF wishes her
and her family all the
best!

This fall students arrived on September 1st and immediately started the two-week orientation
in Paris. We spent the first weekend in Normandy and Britany, visiting Mont Saint-Michel and
walking around the famous site in the tidal quicksand (with a guide!). We also spent a weekend in the Loire Valley where we visited several châteaux and enjoyed a wine and cheese
tasting in Vouvray. The weekend excursions and other cultural activities are a way to provide
students with a real experience of the French provinces and traditions and they were well attended.
Students still take all their courses in French in a wide range of disciplines, both at the University of Paris and at Sweet Briar College JYF, and work as interns in various companies. They
return to their host universities with nothing but praise for SBC JYF.
JYF greatly appreciates the many gifts sent to the scholarship funds that ensure many students the opportunity to study abroad. Thank you for your past and future support.
Marie Grée
Director

Laura Nunes da Costa
became the new Assistant Director, after
working for JYF for the
last 7 years.

Marie Grée, Laura Nunes da Costa and Laetitia German-Thomas run the JYF office in Paris.
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How Can You Help Sweet Briar JYF?
• Help us re-connect with your classmates
• Help us recruit future JYF participants by
representing us at a study abroad fair in your area
• Help with the JYF Alumni magazine
• Promote the Sweet Briar JYF program
among your networks
• Make a gift to Sweet Briar JYF
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70

th Anniversary of JYF in Paris
Alumni of all years, current students, staff, professors and families celebrated Sweet Briar
College—JYF in Paris’ 70th anniversary at Reid Hall in Paris on April 5, 2019!
Margaret Scouten, JYF Director Emerita,
and JYF Professor Délia Mellado

Other Reunions

JYF 1973-74 mini reunion

(l-R) Elizabeth Montgomery (SBC), Melinda
Moore Wellvang (Mount Holyoke College),
Terry Starke Tosh (SBC), and Catherine Cranston Whitham (SBC), got together in Richmond,
VA for a mini reunion....the first in 45 years for
all four to be together. The four of them lived
with Mme Riviere at 25 rue Quentin Bauchart
in 1973/74

JYF 1985-86 mini reunion

(L_R) Joe Davies (University of Virginia), Andrea Ross-Bryman (University of Southern California) and Carolyn Hall (Mary Baldwin University) We started creating memories together
in France 34 years ago as part of the SBCJYF
1985-1986 year abroad and kept in touch over
the years. We created new memories during a
mini reunion in LA in September. It was a week
of reminiscing and lots and lots of laughs! Can’t
wait to see what memories we create in the
years to come!

Meeting in the Air

Gretchen Petrus, JYF ‘91-’92, SBC ’93 and
Gregory Rittiner JYF Fall 2013, Northwestern
University connected on a plane when they realized they are now sharing Delta Air Lines ‘98
to Paris, Nice etc.. as coworkers in the official
capacity of French speaker flight attendants
for Delta.

Organize a reunion!
We can provide some assistance with spreading the word.
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JYF Highlights 2019
“The appropriate level of difficulty, excellent
professors, high standards of excellence and the
staff’s support and sincere desire to help students
improve and enjoy their studies was a big factor in
my success.”
David McElrath, JYF Fall 2018, Hampden-Sydney
College
66% of JYF students
progressed one full
French proficiency
level based on
assessment

99.5% of JYF
students lived in a
French homestay.

JYF students attended:
Université Sorbonne Nouvelle (Paris III) 35%
Université Paris-Sorbonne (Paris IV) 50%
Université Paris Diderot (Paris VII) 20%
Other institutions in Paris 22%
All students also took Sweet Briar JYF classes.
“Sweet Briar JYF
allowed me to fully
immerse in the French
culture and language
while simultaneously
offering a strong and
wide support
network... Between
program staff, my host
family, and the other
students in the
program, I felt like I
had a real community
abroad.”
Isabela Walkin,
Rice University
$53,750 in scholarships
awarded thanks to the
generosity of JYF Alumni.

89% of JYF
students report
the JYF program
greatly helped
them to meet
their goals.

“Everyday was an opportunity to experience
something new! Dinners with my host
family were my favorite thing! It was a great
time to practice my French and help me
discover French culture.“
Maja McCabe, JYF Fall 2018, Connecticut
College
Top subjects of study: Theatre, art history,
history, political science, philosophy,
economics, cinema, sociology, and
communications.
95% of JYF
students report
having had an
excellent (56%)
or very good
(45%) overall
experience.
10% of JYF students
participated in an internship
and
30% volunteered as an
English teaching assistant in a
French high school.

Check out Le Blog jyf.blog.sbc.edu where our students express, in French, some of their cultural
surprises and the discoveries and challenges of life in Paris.
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JYF students met with Maryse Condé, recent alternative Nobel Prize winning writer as part of SBC-JYF’s “Black Paris” course taught by Professor
Stéphanie Bérard.
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Alumni Stories
Eric Conger, JYF 1966–67
It’s not every young man who goes
all the way to Paris to meet women,
but Eric Conger (Wesleyan ‘68) readily
admits this was a driving force behind
his decision to participate in the JYF
in Paris from 1966-67.
“I had been in all men’s schools (for
high school and college) and by second semester of sophomore year (of
college), I wished I’d been in a coed
situation, so going to France for a year
addressed that need,” Conger recalls.
“Paris is nothing if not coed.”
Conger, who double majored in
French and History and had a passion
for the performing arts, was well-prepared for such an adventure. “I’d
been studying French and loved it and
loved French culture,” he explains. “
I had a background in Latin, and as a
performer was not shy about speaking.”
Conger’s fondest memories of his
year in Paris include direct experiences with the JYF and his own personal
explorations. For example, he says the
course he enjoyed the most, which
he took at The Sorbonne, was called,
“How Paris was Fed During the Revolution.” He says he liked it “because it
wasn’t theoretical. It was very practical
about how they got past the barricades with the food. I found it very
interesting how they kept the city alive
using guerrilla tactics.”
He also took the language skills he
learned in class into the streets and
cafes of Paris. He had a favorite bistro
that he hung out in, called Le Raspail
Vert. “It had a pinball machine, and I
could afford exactly one expresso,” he
recalls. “I tried to, whenever I could,
to be the only American there.”
While Conger didn’t have an opportunity to perform while in Paris, he
did bring inspiration home with him.
Soon after graduating from Wesleyan,
he began translating Jacques Brel
songs that he had heard in Paris. Because of copyright issues, the songs
were never performed, but in the
ensuing decades, he did bring French
plays he translated to the stage.
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In October 1976, the Barter Theater
in Abingdon, VA staged Conger’s English-language adaptation of Moliere’s
“Sganarelle.” In the mid-80s, his adaptation of Georges Feydeau’s “Chat
En Poche,” which he entitled, “A Frog
in His Throat,” was performed at seven theaters across the U.S., including
at the York Theatre Company in New
York City. It starred Michael Learned,
known for her leading role in the
1970s TV show, “The Waltons.”
Conger describes the process of
bringing French theater to the American stage with great passion. “Translating isn’t really hard.” he says. “The
art of it is changing what you have to
change to make it fit the idioms of
the American language and to make
it comprehensible to an American or
English-speaking audience. I’ve been
in theater all my life, so I didn’t find it
hard.”
Conger has also had an expansive
acting career. He acted in soap operas in New York, such as “Another
World,” as well as in Hollywood films,
and would travel out of town for roles
in regional theater performances.
However, when he and his wife wanted to start a family, they both decided
to do corporate, non-broadcast narrations and voiceovers, as well as audiobooks, and built a recording studio
in their basement so they could work

from home. He even used his French
once for this work.
“One of my proudest moments was
when I read a program from Sony in
French to be played in Canada and
they (Sony in Canada) thought my
French was really good,” he says.
Serendipitously, Conger’s son, Davis, 21, was studying in France last
semester which happened to coincide with the JYF 70th Anniversary
Celebration in April. Conger, his wife
and daughter Sophia, 22, decided to
take the opportunity to visit Davis and
attend the celebration. The timing
of their visit turned out to be even
more meaningful than they had anticipated. “We stood in front of Notre
Dame (Cathedral) three days before
it burned; we saw it on the news the
day after we got back. It was pretty
shocking.”
The trip caused him to reflect further on his experience on the JYF. “If
I hadn’t had that year in Paris, I know
I’d be a different person,” Conger
says. “It gave me a curiosity for more
things, and it did exactly what it was
intended to do. There was no down
side except I could probably have enjoyed it a little more if I’d had money.”
But then Conger stops himself and
adds, “To be young and poor in Paris
—it’s not so bad.”

Beyond the Sea (extract), a book by Anne (Grosvenor) Evrard,
JYF 1979-80, Sweet Briar College 1981
When the pilot announced our descent, the cabin air became electric
with anticipation of our imminent arrival in Paris. […] A jolt and a bounce
were followed by the sound of the
wings being flipped up to slow the
aircraft down. The pilot’s voice came
back over the speaker and said, “Welcome to Paris!” My heart fluttered. I
had the terrible feeling it would be
the last time I’d hear an American
speaking his native language.
There was already a double row of
passengers crowded around the black
rubber curtain where bags were spilling out on the baggage belt. I stood
about half way down the line where I
could more easily catch my bag when
it came into view. It didn’t take long
before I spotted the pink label “SBC
Junior Year in France” on my suitcase,
and grabbed the handle just in time.
Dad had given me a portable travel
trolley so I could wheel my suitcase
around and I strapped my matching
carry-on to it with an elastic cord.
With my brand new Nikon and my
bordeaux-colored Aigner purse dangling over my shoulder, I pulled my
bags through customs and out onto a
conveyor belt in a glass tube that was
suspended above the center of the
airport. It looked like something out
of a science fiction movie as we crisscrossed other tubes filled with passengers moving in opposite directions until we finally arrived at the parking lot
and inhaled a much-longed-for breath
of fresh air.
A dark-haired man with a moustache loaded our bags underneath
our coach while Monsieur Trichard,
the director of the program, checked
our names off his list to make sure
everyone was there.
[…]
Our director had now turned
around and was addressing a crowd of
French people that had gathered behind him. There was a polite round of
applause and once again, he shuffled
papers and called us up by name, two
by two.
The wait seemed forever, and my
legs were shaking from the long hours

of sitting, until at last I heard him
say, “Jane Fuller, Louise Turnpiper.”
Thrusting myself out from behind rows
of baggage and students, I reached
the bottom of the stairway where
Monsieur Trichard was standing, and
saw a tall, dark haired girl wearing
slacks and a pretty silk blouse zigzagging her way through the crowd. She
was stunning and stood out of the
crowd, not only because of her height,
but by the way she carried her head,
slightly tilted up, and the way she
moved through the crowd.
Giving her a faint smile which she
politely returned, we looked about for
our host family.
“They’re over there!” Louise cried
out in perfect French, waving back at
a middle-aged couple standing a few
feet away on the curb. I clutched my
bags with sweaty hands and heaved
my load one last time towards their
car.
It took me a minute to catch my
breath before I held out a trembling
arm for a handshake and whispered a
timid “bonjour” to the man and woman standing in front of me.
All I could think of was how little
everything seemed. The man and
woman were little, the car was little,
and the street was little as we made
our way through the traffic to their tiny
little townhouse, sandwiched between

two other buildings of the same style.
Monsieur unloaded our bags and
helped us carry everything up the
stone stairs to the front door. Once
inside, Madame said something to
me but I had absolutely no idea what
it was she was trying to say. Baffled,
but seeing her holding a door open,
I walked right in, to find myself standing in the coat closet, looking like a
fool! The poor woman had to grab
me by the shoulder and pull me out
by force, then took my overcoat from
me and hung it up on a hanger and
closed the door.
In BEYOND THE SEA, I have taken
the liberty to change names, and in
some situations, draw on my imagination to create an entertaining romance, but the plot is based on my
true experience in France in the year
1979-1980.
I hope to publish my manuscript with
proceeds going to the Sweet Briar
Junior Year Abroad Program in recognition for 40 years of happiness
in France with my Parisian husband,
whom I met my first week in Paris, in
1979. We now have six children and
three and a half grandchildren to account for it! Merci, Sweet Briar!
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Currently, my plan is to remain in
Paris at least until I finish my Master’s
in 2021, but I don’t have any concrete
plans for afterward. At this point, I’m
just content to be back in the land of
wine, cheese, and baguettes.
Kevin Medansky, JYF Spring 2018

My Internship Experience

Back in the land of wine,
cheese, and baguettes.
My name is Kevin Medansky, and I just
graduated from Haverford College.
After a stint in Iowa working on the
Elizabeth Warren presidential campaign this past summer, I moved to
Paris, France, to pursue a Master’s in
Theater at the Institut d’études théâtrales at the Sorbonne Nouvelle and
teach English at a local private high
school called l’École alsacienne.
For my Master’s, since I’m only
in class for around nine hours each
week, I’m mostly concentrating on
my thesis. The quirky part about this
program is that since my degree will
be in Theater, not French, I have the
liberty to study plays from across the
world, including Tennessee Williams’
A Streetcar Named Desire and Hanoch Levin’s Krum, on which most of
my analysis is centered. Nevertheless,
all of my coursework, as well as my
thesis, are entirely in French, so I still
benefit from the language immersion
environment I have long been hoping
for.
Otherwise, my work at l’École alsacienne has helped me test out teaching as a potential passion of mine.
Each week, I teach twelve one-hour
classes, spanning from seventh to
twelfth grade. Since I have total autonomy in determining the curricula,
I’ve developed three different syllabi
for my classes.
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During my spring 2019 semester
abroad, I decided to take advantage
of the incredible opportunity of interning in a French organization. For two
and a half months, I worked with an
NGO called association CAMELEON
in the 15th arrondissement in Paris.
This NGO taught me plenty of useful
information in the humanitarian sector,
as well as professional life in France.
CAMELEON works to combat the
sexual violence committed against
minor girls in the Philippines. Most of
their work takes place on-site in the
Philippines, but there is also a French
office with an extraordinary 5 person
team. There, they organize events to
raise funds, facilitate the mentorships
between sponsors and the girls, as
well as the legal work in France. I
worked there twice a week from January to mid-March, and I loved every
day of work.
The thing I liked the most during
this internship was the fact that the
employees made sure that I had the
opportunity to try a variety of jobs
within the office, thereby understanding the integrity and the function of
CAMELEON. I loved this internship
so much that I decided to continue
working for them as a volunteer even
after the internship ended. I strongly
encourage you to apply for an internship-it was by far the best part of my
time in France, and you won’t regret it!
Adriana Culotta, Denison University,
JYF Spring 2018

There Will Always
Be Paris
Rachel Partington ’20 will always have
Paris.
Rachel’s mother, Melissa Byrne ’83,
had always wanted to take part in
Sweet Briar’s JYF program, so when
her daughter ended up as a student at
the College, she encouraged Rachel
to take advantage of the opportunity
that she herself had missed.
For Rachel, double majoring in
English and creative writing and art
history, the chance to study art in Paris, a city famous the world over for its
artists and museums, was something
she couldn’t pass up. In addition to
improving her education in French –
she is also a French minor – Rachel
took classes at the Sorbonne, explored the history of Paris through its
architecture, took a photography class
and studied art styles from around the
world. “I really enjoyed the Sweet Briar JYF art history classes,” Rachel says.
“Half the class was museum visits and
I loved the professor. He was super
animated, funny and knowledgeable.”
Just as important as what students
learn, of course, is the overall experience, which often includes living with
a host family. Rachel says she was
nervous about living with strangers.
Would she like them? Would they like
her? Would they be able to communicate? But her host family turned out
to be one of the best parts of Rachel’s
time in Paris. The family took her all
over the city and gave her restaurant
recommendations. They even went
on a biking excursion together in the
spring when the weather warmed up.
“They helped me so much with my
French and I miss them a lot. They
became like second parents to me.”
The whole JYF experience was so
wonderful that Rachel had a difficult
time narrowing down a favorite memory. Instead, she remembers the many
afternoons when the weather was fine
when she and her friends would take
off after classes, buy a bottle of wine,
some cheese and a baguette and
share them by water while watching
the sunset. “It’s a little cheesy,” Rachel
laughs, “but it’s something that Parisians do. As soon as the weather gets
nice, people come out and exist in
social places.”

She also remembers the adventures
she had traveling around Europe. She
took a particularly wonderful trip, organized by the JYF program, to Granville in Normandy. She and her friends
visited the D-Day beaches beaches
and saw Mont-Saint-Michel. After
dinner, they walked around the town
discovering its many secrets, including
a row of canons that had once been
used to defend the seaside city. She
says it was a little bit of kid-like rebellion. They knew they should all have
been in bed, but they were grown
up and nobody could tell them what
to do. That trip was one of many she
took during her year in Paris; she traveled all over Europe, taking trips to
Ireland, Amsterdam, Spain, Italy and
the United Kingdom.

Of course, her time wasn’t all wine,
cheese and travel. Like many JYF students, the transition to fluent French,
particularly academic French, was
challenging. But the longer she was
there, the easier it became and by the
end, she was successfully writing papers and giving presentations with her
newfound fluency.
There was some homesickness too,
she notes. The beginning of the trip
was particularly difficult. She was nervous about meeting her host family
and feeling a little anxious about going so far from home. In fact, she says,
“I was a little angry that my mom was
making me do it.” That feeling didn’t
immediately subside and Rachel
remembers really wanting to come
home in the first few weeks. But Me-

lissa encouraged her to give it a shot
and to really be there.
Since then, she’s thanked her mom
a lot for making her go and encouraging her to not give up. “There’s
not a lot of downside to spending a
whole year in France,” Rachel laughs.
The length of her trip helped her to
feel more comfortable, not just with
the language, but also with being
so far from home. “I have a lot more
confidence because I spent a year
speaking a different language. If I did
that, I can do anything,” she explains.
She’s more comfortable speaking in
class now and having to exist with lots
of different people in a city really built
her self-sufficiency. “I have a good
Metro walk now,” she laughs. “I dare
you to try to steal my wallet!”
She would encourage any student
whose academic program allows them
to go to take advantage of the opportunity. “If you allow yourself, you are
going to make amazing new friends
that you wouldn’t have made otherwise,” she says. “It’s an opportunity to
go to a new place and see a new perspective. The times I really took advantage of being there were the times
when I made the best memories.”
She says some folks wondered why
she was willing to miss her junior year
at Sweet Briar, particularly the spring,
with all of its traditions. To that, Rachel
says, “I would rather have the whole
other semester in Paris than the spring
traditions at Sweet Briar. The thing
that will stand out to me in 10 years
is that experience, not who I sat next
to during Junior Banquet. And the
people I’m still friends with, despite
being gone for a year, are the people
I already know I will be friends with
forever.”
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2018–2019 Honor Roll
Junior Year in France

Sweet Briar college JYF in Paris thanks the following JYF alumni, friends of JYF, and corporations making matching
grants for their contributions to the JYF General Fund or the JYF Scholarships during the 2019 fiscal year
(July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019).
The Ackermann Foundation

Professor Peter M. Labombarde

American Express Co. PAC Match Trust

Mrs. Dorothy Lakner

Mr. David P. Adams

Ms. Martha McGrady

Mrs. Julie O’Neil Arnheim

Mr. Carl McMillan, Jr.

Ms. Lauren Wright Ashwell

Ms. Helene Mewborn

Mrs. Dede Bartlett

Mrs. Kelly Belinda Molique

Mrs. Josephine Benedek

Mrs. Anne L. Poulet

Mr. Kendall T. Blake, M.D.

Mr. H. David Rosenbloom

Lise Anne Boutiette

Ms. Cornelia Sage Russell

Dr. Anthony Caprio

Schwab Fund for Charitable Giving

Mr. Maculey Carter, Jr.

Ms. Antoinette Farrar Seymour

Mrs. Maria Corpora

Mrs. Marshall Metcalf Seymour

Mr. Vincent J. Doddy, III

Ms. Martha Simpson

Dr. Alan M. Engler

Alene L. Smith

Ms. Eugenia Francis

Dr. Gary Stanton

Nancy R. Friot

Mr. R. Curtis Steele, Jr.

Professor Robert Gill

Ms. Barbara H. Steiner

Gilson Investments, Inc.

Professor Philip Stewart

Dr. Mary Ann Gosser-Esquilín

Mrs. Angela Heffernan Toussaint

Mrs. Mercedes M. Grandin

Triangle Community Foundation, Inc.

Mrs. Alice C. Grover

Ms. Wendy C. Weiler

Mrs. Margaret C. Hager

Mrs. Nan Tull Wezniak

Dr. Kelly Elizabeth Hall

Landon Whitmore

Mrs. Therese E. Hogan

Dr. Herbert Neil Wigder

Mr. Arthur F. Humphrey, III

Eric Wimmers

Diane D. Jumet

Ms. Jennifer Solveig Wistrand

Ms. Caroline Hamilton King
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Investing In The Junior Year In France Program
For A New Generation
A Unique and Timeless Legacy
Since 1948, the Sweet Briar College Junior Year in France Program has been the signature, immersive language and cultural experience in Paris for qualified students from American colleges and universities. In
partnership with renowned Paris universities, JYF offers a high-quality academic program tailored to individual
language goals, while exploring the many facets of French life and culture for a semester or a full academic
year.
Across seven decades, the program has hosted over 7,300 students from more than 280 colleges and universities throughout the United States, helping students achieve French language fluency and advanced intercultural skills to prepare for leadership and success in a global workplace.

Supporting JYF’s Future
We invite the support of our program alumni as we continue to refine and grow JYF in step with the needs
and aspirations of a new generation. At a time when linguistic and intercultural skills and bridge building are
more needed than ever, the JYF program has a big role to play. Your support will help us give more students
from diverse backgrounds and with diverse life and career goals the opportunity to step beyond the day-today campus experience and into an environment that challenges assumptions, builds empathy and awareness, and expands their horizons.

Make your gift to JYF today by visiting www.sbc.edu/jyf/ways-to-give

Building Language Proficiency and Intercultural Understanding
with Your Support, JYF Will:
• Expand outreach, diversify recruitment and communicate with new student audiences to
make the program more accessible than ever before;
• Invest in new dimensions and program offerings that respond to student needs in a changing
world;
• Offer a best-of-class experience to all participating students, coordinated and supported
by a committed staff that is passionate about the potential of the program to build French
language and intercultural competency; and
• Underwrite JYF alumni activities, from an annual magazine and special events to direct
engagement and networking with program alumni around the world.
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CLASS NOTES

1949-50

70th Anniversary
20 men/53 women/33 institutions

Professor-in-charge:
Blanchard L. Rideout,
Cornell University
Assistant: Mary Lane Charles,
Western College
Dallas (Dillinger) Manning
Whitman College
When in Paris I lived with
a family in the 7th arrondissment. One daughter was close
to my age. Her older sister had
married an American soldier
who became a professor at
UC in Berkley. Madam Monod
came to live here six months
with Claire and six months with
Sylvie, so I kept in touch even
after my year in Paris.

1959-60

60th Anniversary
28 men/62 women/44 institutions

Professor-in-charge: Bruce R.
Gordon, Emory University
Assistant: Joyce Carleton,
Wilson College
Charles Adams
Tufts University
I am professed knight in the
Order of the Poor Knights of
Christ; 13 years Preceptor for
the North American Preceptory; currently Vicar and Tribunal
Knight.
Juliette (O’Neil) Arnheim
Sweet Briar College
In this year of turning yet
another tens digit, I reflect on
the 60th anniversary of an important turning point my life,
namely when I, a Knoxville, TN,
girl, encountered another culture thanks to SBC JYF. One
can never say what s/he would
have been, only what s/he is.
Our “coming of age” experience cannot be duplicated
today.
I still travel to France and have
stayed for up to two months
at a time since my husband
passed away in 2014. Dave
and Betsy Freund and I have
met in Paris for dinner two
years in a row. Back at home
in Charleston, I take a couple
of courses at the College of
Charleston in various depart-
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ments; this semester I am
taking Renaissance French
Literature and fell in love with
Ronsard. I have always loved
Rabelais, but I lack sufficient
smarts to have gotten all he
has to offer. There is so much
left to learn and enjoy. My
other course is the History
of Christianity, and we have
gone from Paul to Haitian
Vodou, skipping some of its
better-known Western European history along the way.
An assignment for my French
class was to interview a medievalist or Renaissance expert,
en français. I immediately
searched for an appropriate
professor through a copine,
Doris Young Kadish, from JYF
and from the write-ups in the
JYF annual bulletin. The utility
of JYF remains ever current!
Joe Carroll
University of Virginia
I am thoroughly enjoying
retirement. My wife and I travel
abroad a couple of times a
year and still stay in contact
with friends in France. I stay
in touch regularly with fellow
classmates Dave Freund and
Julie Arnheim. We have shared
two reunions in recent years
and am looking forward to
continuing this “tradition”.
Jay Lee
Yale University
Daughter Johanna has inherited travel genes: having
done a JYF - type year through
Columbia, she is now working
in Amman, Jordan, polishing
her Arabic. I still think the JYF
is about the most transformative thing I have done!
Jane (McCoy) Shipp
Furman University
I am a retired Episcopal
priest living in beautiful Montana! Several times my husband and I returned to France
for a visit. My year with SBCJYF was one of the most rewarding and I have many fond
memories.

1961-62

John Impert
Yale University
I am a retired international lawyer, having lived and

In 1961, in front of the home of my host family, the Count de Gerlitz on
my used Velo Solex, which I had just purchased for the equivalent of
$15.

worked in Paris and Brussels
for over twelve years. My Belgian wife and I live in Seattle,
WA, where I obtained a PhD in
art history in 2012. My book,
Painters of the Northwest:
Impressionism to Modernism,
1900-1930, was published by
the University of Oklahoma
Press in 2018.

1962-63

Vera (LeCraw) Carvaillo
Sweet Briar College
I married a Frenchman I met
through my French host family!
After living with my Parisian
husband and working in our
own firm for 30 years, I am now
retired in Haute Savoie near
Annecy. Our two children and
2 of our 3 grands are in the
area.

1969-70

50th Anniversary

34 men/65 women/45 institutions

Professor-in-charge: Arnold
Joseph, Denison University
Assistant: Edmonde Bissière,
of Wheaton College
Anstiss (Bowser) Agnew
Goucher College
I am still in touch with Lynne
Loucks Buchen, my roommate
in Paris. I Live in CT but have
always practiced social work
in NYC. Oddly, my career
changed during Jr Yr Abroad.
Eunice Shriver approached me
at an embassy function and
asked if I would teach swimming to mentally challenged/

physically disabled kids in the
outer banlieues. That began
a fabulous career. I return to
Paris each year and stay at
the Hotel de Varenne directly
across from the apartment
where I lived with my French
family. Sometimes I visit with
my 2 children, now 32 and 35,
who also love Paris. Thank you
JYF for transforming my life!
Mitchell Garner
Yale University
Ernest Hemingway once
said, “If you are lucky enough
to have lived in Paris as a young
man, then wherever you go
for the rest of your life it stays
with you, for Paris is a movable
feast.” I consider myself very
lucky. My JYF experience has
greatly impacted my life.
At the end of 2019, after
45 years as an attorney, I will
be retiring from the practice of law. Since JYF, I have
dedicated myself to a life of
service, both professionally
as an attorney and personally
as leader in the sport of distance running. I am a lifelong
distance runner. In 2008, I
was elected President of the
Ann Arbor Track Club, a position that I held until 2018. In
2016, I was elected President
of the Road Runners Club of
America, a national running
organization composed of over
2,100 running clubs across the
USA. Service in these roles has
allowed me to attend the Summer Olympics in Athens, Beijing, and London and to travel
to running events nationwide,
meeting runners from across
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health...looking forward to our
75th anniversary!

Leigh (Edens) Hudgins and Wren Hudgins in 2010 at Everest Base Camp
at about 17,400’ or so. Everest is the big guy in the center rear.

the USA and around the world,
including France.
Over the years, I have
maintained contact with two
esteemed members of our
JYF Class of 1969-70, Patricia
Kosmerl and Father Donald
Kinney.
All in all, life has been very
good to me since JYF 1969-70.
In my office hangs a collage of
pictures and mementos from
my JYF experience, including
a poem entitled “When We
Were Young in Paris,” a Paris
postcard, a used Metro ticket,
a French franc, a Sweet Briar
JYF luggage ticket, my certificat d’études politiques from
Science Po, and a JYF group
picture from our pre-Paris
séjour in Tours. This collage
serves as a beautiful reminder
to me of how lucky I was to
have lived in Paris as a young
man.”

anyone who shares my interest
in a 1969-70 reunion.

Robert “Bob” Gill
Washington and Lee University
Since my retirement 10
years ago, my wife and I have
traveled extensively. Travels
have included Australia, New
Zealand, French Polynesia,
Africa, and Latin and South
America. Our son, Chuck, is a
Major in the Army, and he and
his wife have two young sons,
5 and 3, whom we delight in
spoiling. Their next posting
will be to England, and we will
be using their home as a base
for trips to France, Italy, and of
course England, which seemed
too familiar to bother with 50
years ago on my JYF.
I would be glad to help

Barbara Kelly
Mount Holyoke College
I am happily retired after a
varied and rewarding career
(Peace Corps, 3 yrs banking in
Asia, corporate and consulting
positions). My husband and
I continue to love to travel,
although in more comfortable
style than our earlier independent backpacking trips
through Central America, East
Africa and SE Asia. We live
in our dream house which we
designed and built on a lake
in NW New Jersey. We have 6
adult grandchildren. I’ve survived breast cancer and acute
leukemia, and am in good

Wren Hudgins
Washington and Lee University
Many of us would agree
that this JYF experience had
an outsized effect on our lives,
but why? Part is certainly the
magic of Paris; the same magic
Hemingway spoke of in The
Moveable Feast. Many have
felt it over the years; before
us and after us, and probably
right now. Another piece of the
magic had to do with where we
were in life. We were young,
adventurous, willing to risk,
thrilled to be making our own
choices in life, and happy to be
far from controlling influences.
We were probably also naive
and even stupid in some typically youthful (and often male)
ways. Looking back, do we
regret much? Not really. These
memories are a treasure.

Patricia Kosmerl
Case Western Reserve
University
I retired in 2017 from IBM
after a 40 year career that was
focused primarily on marketing
to large US-based companies.
My career allowed me to travel
to Europe for business which
was always a joy. I was born
in Paris, so I’m still connected
to France through my family -and my 94 year old Franco/Belgian Mother lives near me, so
I have no excuse not to speak
French. I’m still in touch with
Mitch Garner, Nancy Smith
Friot, Ellie Zacks and Barbara
Kelley (whom I haven’t seen
since our 1970 hitchhiking trip
to Provence). I’ve also run into
Elizabeth Glassman who lives
on the same street as I do in
Chicago -- small world!
Marilyn (Boyd ) Silar
Sweet Briar College
Happily retired and living in
Naples, FL since 2013.
Betty Stone
Bucknell University
I finally made it to the South
of France in May 2018, a long
overdue trip that the JYF alum
and the current photographer
in me loved. I don’t use my
French regularly so it was a
treat to hear appropriate vocabulary surface from “some
faraway land.” I traveled to
Lusaka, Zambia for brief service trips in 2017 and 2018
with other educators to facilitate professional development

workshops for community
school teachers and co-present a photo workshop that
culminated in “first ever photo
exhibits” for Zambian kids who
had never touched a camera.
The joy of my life these days is
the role of Bubbe to my 4- and
2-year old grand squirts. Two
adorable healthy little boys.
I’m grateful! Thank you, JYF,
for gift of curiosity about the
world. Next up, Antarctica.
No French there either. If you
come to Boston, I know who
makes the best baguettes!

1979-1980

40th Anniversary
29 men/86 women/34 institutions

Resident Director: Michel
Guggenheim, Bryn Mawr College
Assistant: Gretchen Ellis
Barbara Bush Cooper
Sweet Briar College
Currently working parttime as Dir. of Philanthropy for
Virginia Hospital Center Foundation. My husband, Doug,
Cavachon, Daisy and I divide
our time between Old Town,
Alexandria and St. Michael’s
MD. Our daughter, Sophie rising Junior in College at Bryant
University in RI—we all enjoy
traveling, golfing, sailing, being close to everything in Old
Town and spending time with
family & friends on the Eastern
Shore.
Patrick Crump
Williams College
JYF whet my appetite for
travel, so after graduation I

Betty Stone (JYF 1969-70) with students at 2018 Photo Exhibit at Living
Hope Foundation School, Lusaka, Zambia
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found myself first in Cairo and
then in the village of Bayad el
Arab. I spent over 20 years in
Egypt, met my wife there and
had two boys. Back in the
States now, I continue to work
in international development,
and use my French in la Francophonie--Haiti, Mali, Niger...
Looking forward to reconnecting with fellow JYFers at our
40th reunion!
Janet Richards
Northwestern University
The year in Paris was a real
turning point for me not only
personally but professionally. I took courses on ancient
Egyptian archaeology and art
at Paris-IV and à l’École du
Louvre; now forty years on, I’m
an archaeologist, directing U of
Michigan’s excavation project
at Abydos in southern Egypt.
Still speak/read a lot of French
relating to this field!
Sarah Rindsberg
Mount Holyoke College
Au mois de mai, j’ai passé un séjour hors norme en
Normandie, tant rêvé depuis
l’année de nos études à Paris.
Les larmes coulaient déjà sur le
chemin qui mène au cimetière
américain. La visite était particulièrement émouvante cette
année, car on célèbrait le 75e
anniversaire du Jour J. Après
avoir vu les plages de Ouistreham et d’Arromanches, j’ai
débarqué dans la Normandie
profonde, pleine de pommiers
fleurissants et de maisons à colombages. Pour cette lectrice
de Proust, Cabourg est essentielle. C’est sa ville; il existe
une multitude de madeleines
de tous les parfums, la promenade porte son nom, le Grand
Hôtel qui figure largement
dans «»La recherche du temps
perdu»» domine la plage.»

1980-81

Craig Middlebrook
Northwestern University
My daughter LeiLei and I
spent a lovely few days with
my French host sister Mireille
from my JYF-Paris program
30+ years ago.
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as a Solutions Engineer. I also
regularly give concerts with
amateur orchestras around
Paris.

2017-2018
Newest alumni
(recent graduates):

39/7 men/30 women/2 other/16
institutions
Craig Middlebrook

1994-95

25th Anniversary
17 men/81 women/31 institutions

Resident Director: JeanPierre Cauvin, U/Texas, Austin
Assistant: Carol S. Denis
Stephen Mack
Northwestern University
Since my JYF, I have taught
French and English as a university professor (earning an MA
in French and a PhD in education), and most recent joined
the faculty of Wauconda High
School as Instructor of French. I
reside in the Chicago area with
my wife, Denise, and our three
children Isabella, Christian, and
Abigail.
Christopher McKenzie
Rice University
It’s been a lifetime since
Paris, but the memories still
inform the way I live and look at
the world every day. I currently
teach film and television at Boston University and make images
and movies where I can. I am
merrily divorced and enjoy life
and traveling as much as I can. I
stay connected with a lot of my
JYF friends via Facebook, and
so if we’re not friends already, I
welcome a request!

Assistant Professor of French at
Trinity College in Hartford.
Victoria Trudeau
Sweet Briar College
I was thrilled to celebrate my
10-year JYF anniversary with a
trip to Paris and Burgundy this
fall! I have kept a relationship
with my host family (the de
Cezacs), and enjoyed dinner in
their apartment and catching
up with my host siblings. Fellow JYF alumni Adam Weaver
and I also met for a memorable dinner where he lives in
Montmartre! My France trip
concluded in Burgundy, where
my husband Colbert Lucey and
I toured vineyards with my family. I’m pleased to say that my
French language abilities came
in handy as the only French
speaker on the trip, including
translating (in real time!) a small
magic show for a dozen family
and friends at our rented chateau!
Adam Weaver
Butler University
After two years (starting in
2011) in Normandy teaching
English, I returned to Paris to
start working in the IT world. I
still am in Paris today working

Director: Marie Grée
Assistant: Lucy Hervier

Eve Bromberg
Kenyon College
After graduating from Kenyon, I accepted a 10 month
fellowship teaching English to
elementary aged students at
the American Farm School in
Thessaloniki, Greece. After this
I will be moving back to New
York to pursue opportunities in
art foundations.
Kenzie Corbin
Lafayette College
I moved to Ann Arbor,
Michigan to start medical
school this year!
Austin Gregory
Hampden-Sydney College
Currently teaching French in
a junior high school in VA and
is considering getting an MA in
French!
Melissa Kadish
The College of Wooster
I am with the TAPIF program
right now! I’m with l’académie
de Nantes, specifically in La
Roche-sur-Yon, working with
lycée Rosa Parks (in La Rochesur-Yon) and collège Saint-Exupéry (in Bellevigny) during the
2019-20 school year.

2009-2010

10th Anniversary
110/19 men/91 women/31 institutions

Resident Director: Marie
Grée
Assistant: Karen Parnet

Blase Provitola
Haverford College
I recently received a PhD in
French and Comparative Literature from Columbia University
and am currently a Visiting

Victoria Trudeau and husband Colbert Lucey in front of the vines of
Pouligny-Montrachet in Bourgogne this fall.

In Memoriam
1949-1950
Katharine Phinizy Mackie
Sweet Briar College

Katharine died peacefully in her
sleep on the morning of May 29
Katharine studied in Paris during
the academic year 1949-50. Although
Katharine thought herself well prepared for her year in France, it was
soon revealed that she spoke French
in a heavy southern accent, almost
unintelligible to the French. This came
as a great surprise to Katharine, as her
French professor at Sweet Briar spoke
with exactly the same accent. However, Katharine soon adjusted and
passed a delightful and unforgettable
year, forming friendships with fellow
students and native French that lasted
her lifetime.
1955-1956
Katherine (Farrow) Jorrens
Mills College

Katherine Wilson Farrow Jorrens,
who brought such joy and brightness
to the world, died on Sept. 25, 2018.
Her son shares she had many fond
memories and lasting friendships from
her year in Paris (as well as a postgraduate year, when she met her husband).
1956-1957
Marilyn (Bradley) Barber
Denison University

Marilyn, who passed away on Tuesday, March 12, 2019, lived an extraordinary life, filled with music and loving
relationships. She spent her sophomore year abroad in France, living
near the Bois de Boulogne in western
Paris. Her abiding affection for France
is shared by several of her stepchildren and grandchildren.

1968-1969
Gary Clark
Yale University

Gary Clark passed peacefully at
home in Bradford on August 15, 2019
surrounded by his family. He held a
fascinating career as a translator, working for the United Nations and World
Bank. While living in Washington, DC,
he met his love, David Lee Holland.
They were among the first gay couples to legally wed in New Hampshire
where they spent happy decades living on a hillside in Bradford on property they made into a conservation
easement.

Sweet Briar and Junior Year in
France remember Professor
Emeritus Glenn J. Van Treese and
Professor Emerita Gilberte Van
Treese.
Professor Emeritus Glenn J. Van Treese who died on Friday, Jan. 4, 2019
and his wife Professor Emerita Gilberte Van Treese on Tuesday, Feb. 12,
2019.
The Van Treeses both taught
French at Sweet Briar College from
1963 to 1989. They taught many JYF
students and were avid supporters of
the JYF program.

Professor Emeritus Glenn J. Van Treese and
Professor Emerita Gilberte Van Treese, Sweet
Briar College, French Department 1963-1989
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Keep in Touch with JYF
Submit updates to
JYF ALUMNI SURVEY!
Find it in the alumni section of the JYF website jyf.sbc.edu.
Tell us about yourself and update your contact information.

Like us!
JYF in Paris—Sweet Briar College Facebook page
Check out what current JYF students are doing!

Follow us on Instagram!
jyfinparis
Witness JYF students’ adventures.

Ask to join the group!
Sweet Briar College Junior Year in France Alumni Facebook Group
Re-connect with former classmates!

Read Le Blog!
jyf.blog.sbc.edu

CONTACT US AT
jyf@sbc.edu
or 434-381-6109
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