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WELCOME TO the First Edition of "Flying High" an in-house
independent magazine for supporters of Eastbourne HG
Aerospace Eagles and Seagulls and a publication that we
hope will provide enjoyment to Speedway fans everywhere
around the Globe.
At the time of writing, it has been 415 frustrating tortuous
days since our last fixture at Arlington and, if we start (as we
hope to) on Good Friday 2021, a gap of 653 long days. We
are living in unprecedented times and we hope that you are
all well and stay safe and fit until we meet again next spring.
The concept of "Flying High" came, as do many things, on a
long walk primarily to ease boredom but also to clear the
mind and to get the creative juices working.
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There are many excellent magazine type publications out
there at the moment, and if Covid-19 has brought
Speedway one blessing, it is the massive increase and
outstanding work being done by our governing bodies, our
national team, many clubs and an increasing number of
riders with greater social media and media awareness of the
sport and the passion we all share for it.
Add to that some excellent supporter-led podcasts and
chat shows all mean that the sport has never had a bigger
trumpet of its own to blow since the days of Soldier Boy and
other similar legends in packed terraces and stands.
We wanted though to create something a little bit different
and one of the many things we are blessed to have at
Eastbourne is an outstanding media, programme and
historical team, who told me they had missed so much
scoping, preparing and printing the match programmes
that have won so many awards and plaudits in recent
seasons and which we, the current Promotion, were very
lucky to inherit.
“Flying High” is theirs and a glowing example we think of
their ingenuity and work and a testament to their love and
support of our Club and our sport too.
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We will list and thank every contributor in the magazine
inside and they have our utmost gratitude, respect and
admiration.
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So what is "Flying High" and what will it offer?
It is an interactive online monthly magazine that will be
published on or around the 15th to the 20th of every month
for the foreseeable future, certainly until regular Speedway
recommences and certainly in every future closed season
period. It will include written and pictorial content and
online film and video productions and will be available in a
fully interactive flip-book format and also a PDF version, for
you to keep and read and watch and store at any time via
our website and social media channels and by simply
downloading it to any computer / tablet / phone device.

If you have any ideas for the future, want to take part or to
send in some content, please Contact “Flying High” at the
following e-mail address
flyinghigh@eastbourne-speedway.com
We hope that you will enjoy “Flying High”, contributors
come from far and wide in this edition and a perfect blend
of the past, the present and the future. We are delighted to
release it from the nest with this first edition...enjoy
THE MANAGEMENT OF EASTBOURNE HG AEROSPACE EAGLES
AND THE EASTBOURNE SEAGULLS
POWERED BY THE SAVE THURROCK HAMMERS CAMPAIGN

The magazine will be FREE to all; but to help us to cover the
costs of the expertise we have brought together, there will
be a DONATE button for you to make a small contribution if
you wish to do so.
We will use this facility to give regular donations to chosen
charities and the recipient of 50% of all donations for the
first edition ( donations received up to the day before
publication of the Christmas December Edition) will be sent
to The Speedway Riders’ Benevolent Fund (The BEN Fund)
who do such a wonderful job for injured riders.
We want to look at the present and to the future and to have
interesting and exciting content. As we prepare finally to
celebrate our delayed 90th Anniversary in 2021, we also
want to look back at 90 glorious years of
Speedway at Arlington under the wonderful
patronage of the Dugard Family,
which continues to this day and
which this summer has seen
further major investment in
Arlington Stadium, which
we are immensely
grateful for.
We want to focus too
on our wonderful
sponsors, volunteer
staff and supporters
and hope that you will
enjoy those features.

Contributors:
Ken Burnett, Michael Corby, Mike
Hinves, Lauren Hinves, Taylor Lanning,
John Ling, Kevin Ling, Peter Lulham,
Paul Watson, Richard Weston,
Ian Smalley.
Design by Barry Cross Artwork.
All content Copyright of Eastbourne Speedway Ltd 2020
F LY I N G H I G H
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Flying High Feature

Covid-19 put paid to most UK speedway action this year
but Tom Brennan’s speedway education continued apace,
helped by his designation as an “elite athlete”.
HAVE BIKE – WILL TRAVEL could well have been Tom
Brennan’s motto for the Coronavirus-ruined 2020 season.
He continued his quest for the top by clocking up
thousands of miles on the road, criss-crossing England and
the Continent.
His list of destinations may not read like the most glamorous for a carefree holidaymaker but for a young speedway
rider these towns and cities were very much the places to
be. Here’s where Tom has been:
■
■
■
■
■
■

Divišov in the Czech Republic for the Under-21
European qualifier
Wrocław in Poland for two practice days
Outrup in Denmark for the World Under-21 Team final
Pardubice in the Czech Republic for the Golden
Ribbon
Gdańsk in Poland for the Under-21European Final
Lamothe in France for a league meeting against
Marmande and the French Championship.

Taylor Lanning

You can add to that some practice days around England,
including with fellow HG Aerospace Eagles at King’s Lynn in
July and winning the last race at a three-team tournament at
Plymouth in September to secure an Eastbourne Select
victory over the home club and the Isle of Wight.
Tom, it should be remembered, was badly injured in May
2019 when he crashed heavily at Arlington during the
league match against Glasgow. He broke his leg in
three places but worse was to follow
after being taken to the Conquest
Hospital at Hastings.

4
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I have learnt more
this year than I ever
have before,
although the scores
may not completely
show the progress
I’ve made.
F LY I N G H I G H
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TOM BRENNAN VISITED five different European countries
this year, so how did he cope and what did he eat?
Tom said: “I’m not the most diverse language speaker
there is. I mean, it’s debatable to some that I can even
speak English properly.
“It is hard being abroad with the language barrier. I
remember when me and my girlfriend went to Poland for
the two weeks when I was practising and we were running
around Tesco scanning things on Google Translate. It took
us two hours to do a food shop.
“I’ve picked up a few words like thank you and hello in
the various languages but fortunately most people in
Speedway speak really good English anyway so while I’m
at the track it’s not a problem.
“It is just more tricky away from the track. Food is a
complicated one. Poland was definitely the easiest to
order food in because most of the restaurants in the centre
of Wroclaw were standard Italians or Hard Rock Cafes, so
you sort of knew what was going on or could order
something the best you could.
“In the Czech Republic I would just point and smile at the
menu and luckily in France I was with Adam Ellis and his
girlfriend who are both fluent French speakers so I could
rely on them to order for me but I didn’t venture for the
snails or anything like that.
“The closest thing to a local delicacy that I ate was a
chicken schnitzel type of thing in the Czech Republic but
I’m sure that’s German anyway.”

Tom realaxes with Leon Flint.

6
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Taylor Lanning

Living in Europe
Tom celebrates his bronze medal with Great Britain at the World Under-21 Team
Championship (left to right; Neil Vatcher (team manager), Drew Kemp, Leon Flint,
Jordan Palin, Tom and Dan Bewley.

Tom was due to have an operation on his broken leg but that
was put off because he had breathing difficulties and was put
into an induced coma and was on a ventilator. Once his
condition was stabilised, the operation took place and Tom was
on the road to recovery.
He took to the track again for a few tentative laps before the
end of the season but his return to full fitness really began in the
summer sun of Australia.
“I went to Australia in October 2019, even though it feels like
ages ago now. It came about through one of my sponsors Ian
Sinderson [ATPI] who helped me get to Australia in 2018 as well.
Ian asked whether I would be interested to do it again,” Tom
said. I got to stay at Jason Crump’s house for a week in the Gold
Coast which was cool and something I never got to do the first
time. He taught me so much, not just about stuff on the bike but
he took us to fitness classes and also told us how he managed
things mentally as well.
“It was an amazing experience that I really can’t thank
everyone who was involved enough for really.”
Tom said the experience Down Under helped his fitness and
pointed out to him what work he needed to do when back
home. “Everything goes so quick out there and you’re
practising on a Wednesday, doing a bike wash, racing on
Saturday and getting ready for Wednesday again straight after.
“We did go to the gym most mornings and it did start to help
me get things going again,” Tom said.
He was lined-up to begin the 2020 in the main body of the
Eastbourne team but the Coronavirus spread its tentacles across
the world, engulfing Britain along the way. The speedway
season was put on ice, although for some time it was hoped the
campaign would get under way towards the end of the summer.
Ironically, those hopes were extinguished while Eastbourne
riders were practising at King’s Lynn. However, speedway bikes
were getting on to track at some places, behind closed doors,
and Tom made a fast start and was at the first practice day at
Scunthorpe on June 1. He was there the following week and
managed to get to Plymouth a few times and Leicester too.
The serious business though was in continental Europe and
Tom freely admits it was an experience he loved, although
finding it difficult at times.
He said: “In all honesty, it was very tough riding in Europe, but
it has shown me what it takes to actually be competitive abroad.
“Not only have the majority of the riders ridden the tracks
plenty of times but they are riding regularly against each other
week-in, week-out wherever it may be. However, I have learnt
more this year than I ever have before, although the scores may
not completely show the progress I’ve made.
“Looking back on where I was in Australia to now is a major
difference. It’s been an amazing experience and qualifying for
these big meetings for the first time is something you won’t ever
really forget.”

Taylor Lanning

Tom said European tracks were completely different to ones in
the UK, from the size, track materials, the starts, facilities and
grandstands.
“It’s just everything really. You can’t really compare the two at
all,” he said. “The practices abroad were really cool. You
don’t realise how professional things are out there until
you’re in that environment. I actually managed to get those
practice sessions with the help of Craig Cummings and Raf
Lewicki who have been a major part of my growth this
year and I can’t thank them both enough for their
help.”
There has been considerable publicity about the
need to quarantine when travelling between UK
and some European countries. However, little
changed for Tom as he travelled in his van and did
not have to come into contact with anybody
between home and the track.
“Obviously, there’s the standard things we’ve
been doing whilst at home like making sure we have
an endless supply of hand gel and spare masks but
other than that everything is still pretty normal, which
is good. Thankfully, I haven’t had to quarantine when
coming back from these countries as I’m exempt due
to being an ‘elite athlete’ although I’m not quite sure
that’s how I’d describe myself.
“We had an exemption letter from the ACU so that
when we came back from the countries we didn’t have
to self-isolate but it did mean we had to have a
Coronavirus test every time me and my team got home
which wasn’t very pleasant but obviously it had to be
done,” Tom said.

Tom in his Great Britain pit bay
at the World Under-21 Team
Championship final in Denmark
where he picked up a bronze
medal with Great Britain.

CLICK TO
WATCH VIDEO

I have got my first abroad team spot at
Lamothe-Landerron in the French League
for 2021 which is really cool. I did a meeting there at
the end of this season and managed to score paid
13 against some really experienced and fast guys
which was good. I can’t thank Neil and Jackie
Vatcher and Christophe Goret for helping
me be welcomed to Lamothe for 2021.

F LY I N G H I G H
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Taylor Lanning

HG AEROSPACE Eagle Richard Lawson
was within touching distance of being
crowned British Champion at this year’s
final held behind closed doors at Belle
Vue.
He won his first three rides but in the
final missed out to winner Rory Schlein in
the dash to the first bend and came home
second.

Lawson said: “It was a great night for
me. It’s bitter-sweet in a way to come so
close and not pick up the win, but all-in-all
runner-up isn’t bad at all so I’m happy.
“Ideally I could have done with a race
under my belt before Monday, but luckily
I managed to get a few good practice
sessions in which helped massively. I also
kept myself in pretty good shape so
thankfully it all paid off in the end.”
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Richard: 2nd in the Grand Final
8
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“After that I could not see where I was
going and I was not going to take my
goggles off.”
One advantage this season is that Kerr
has come to love the National Speedway
Stadium track. Up until now, he has not
been really happy riding there but three
meetings this autumn, including the Peter
Craven memorial, have shown Lewi the
quickest lines.
In Season 2020, he rode in all four
top-level meetings in the UK having taken
part in the BEN Fund meeting at
Scunthorpe days before the first lockdown.
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Lewi: 10th overall
Drew Kemp had the honour of riding in
three British finals in 2020 – the U-19
which he won, the U-21 and the senior
version at the NSS.
He said: “It would have been nice if the
meeting had been where it was originally
scheduled at Ipswich - it’s a track I know
like the back of my hand, and it would
have been special if all my family and
friends could have been there but as
things turned out that wasn’t to be and
I’ve always ridden well at Belle Vue, so I
was happy for it to be there.”
He said it was night where gating was
really important.
“My two race wins came when I made
decent starts. There was a bit of dirt but
everyone knew where it was and took that
line so it didn’t make for much passing, It
was disappointing to miss out on the semi
but I came away from the meeting feeling
good about my performance.” he said.
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Drew: 7th overall
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Lewi Kerr left the Belle Vue track feeling
pretty “disappointed”.
He said he had done the ATPI challenge
meeting the previous Thursday and only
dropped one point so was fairly
confident. The weather was damp and
drizzly for the British Final which Lewi said
made things a “complete lottery”.
He said: “Everything went out of the
window, the set-ups from Thursday. I
started with a win and ended with a win
but in-between it didn’t work for me.
“I didn’t make the starts and when you
were behind you couldn’t really see
where you were going. In those middle
heats I wasn’t off the best gates and in
one race I used all my tear-offs by the
second lap.

Taylor Lanning

It was a mixed night for Tom Brennan on
his British Final debut.
He told Flying High:
“The whole experience and being in
my first British Final was amazing and
towards the end of the night I started to
have some good races with Richie Worrall
and Ben Barker to show why I was there in
the first place.
“Five points was OK but I believe I
could have scored more if I’d started
where I ended that night in terms of
machinery, but it’s all a learning curve.”
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Tom: 13th overall

MEMBERS of the Eastbourne Seagulls
outfit had their first run out together at
Lydd in a challenge match against the
Crayford Kestrels.
They were joined by three other riders
for the match in mid October where they
raced as the Thurrock Hammers.
Opponents were fellow nomad club,
the Crayford Kestrels, and at the tight
track the Hammers went down 69-51 in a
20-heat match.
The Eastbourne Seagulls are the club’s
Midland and Southern Development
League team, powered by Save Thurrock
Hammers Speedway.
Seagulls taking part were James Jessop,
Cesca Wright, Nick Laurence, Eli Meadows, James Laker and Josh Warren. They
were joined by Rhys and James Laker and
Jack Kingston.
Full report on the Thurrock Hammers
website.

CLICK TO
LEARN MORE

Mike Hinves

FORMER Eagles are getting fixed up to
ride in Poland next year.
Spotted so far: Timon Lahti will be at
Gniezno, Nicki Pedersen at Grudziadz,
Mikkel Michelsen (below) at Lublin and
Matej Zagar at Zielona Góra.

LONG-time Polegate resident and our
Promoter, Trevor Geer, has moved from
the house that was like a Tardis when it
came to putting up Eastbourne riders.
Chez Geer was home for many Eagles but
now he and wife Diane have moved a few
miles to a rural idyll at the foot of the
South Downs.

ONE of the side effects of Covid and the
lockdown has been the huge amount of
online material which has become
available.
Latest to join the ‘party’ is former Eagle,
Niall Strudwick, who has launched The
Five-1 Speedway Show on YouTube.
His first interviewee was James Shanes,
the former Birmingham rider and British
grass and long track star, with the Eagles
reserve Jason Edwards talking about all
aspects of his career in the third show.

F LY I N G H I G H
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Flying High Feature

CRUEL CRASH HALTED
CAMERON’S CAREER
Cameron Woodward was a hard riding charger on track and
laid back when the chequered flag dropped. Paul Watson
catches up with the likeable Australian and looks back at his
Eastbourne career.

Mike Hinves

CAMERON WOODWARD’s riding career came to a shattering
and horrific end one Sunday afternoon thousands of miles from
his home.
He was riding in a crucial Polish league match in Lublin and
crashed heavily while chasing an opponent. In a blink of an eye
his career was over, although no-one knew it at the time.
Cameron was very much a fixture when it came to annual team
planning at Arlington.
He brought the right ingredients to the club: a rider who liked
to race hard, a winning smile and a sportsman who always had
time for the fans. After every home meeting, Cameron was the
last to pack away and leave the pits, having spent time chatting
with supporters.
The Polish crash was on September 7, 2014, and came at a time
when Cameron was improving and finding success on speedway,
grass and long track. I well remember Cameron telling me at
Arlington one evening when Jason Doyle was in the
opposing team that he regarded him as his rival for
the last place in the national team. In 2014
Cameron was a member of the Australian
World Cup squad and was prepared to
kick on to bigger and better things.
The history books tell us what
happened. Cameron’s career
came to an abrupt and
shattering end while
Doyle became World
Champion in
2017.

10
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Mike Hinves

Cameron Woodward in
action for Eastbourne.

That’s not to say Cameron would have been a World Champion
but he was on the brink of making the next step up having
become an experienced rider in Poland as well as England.
He first came to England to ride in 2003 and competed in a
handful of matches for Poole. The next two years were spent
‘over the border’ with Edinburgh before coming to Eastbourne
for a couple of matches in 2005 and then becoming a full-time
Eagle the following season
Like many stepping up from the lower league to what was then
the Elite, Cameron took time to settle but soon began rattling in
some useful scores and upping his average.
Over the years, heat 14 at Arlington became something of a
Woodward speciality. Riding at No 4, he often came out to win
the penultimate race, something the Eagles frequently needed in
a series of tight home encounters witnessed through that period.
Cameron rarely did it the easy way by making the fastest start.
What we saw was our Australian tyro fighting from the back and
pouring on the power as he took to the outside to win races.
He referred to needing his “gating gloves” but often it seemed
that they had been left in the shed in Trevor Geeer’s Polegate
garden which was used as a workshop. Not that the fans minded
the sometimes slow getaways from the tapes. They knew they
were in for a treat as Cameron wound up for a spectacular dash
to the front.
People were on their feet cheering. When this came towards
the end of the meeting it sent the supporters home with a happy
glow, especially if that heat 14 victory was instrumental in an
Eagles win.

Cameron is now very much a family man and his hopes are
to make a big family with wife Naomi, who hails from
Polegate. The couple were first introduced by Chris Geer’s
wife, Clare. “It was a bit of a blind date,” said Cameron.
F LY I N G H I G H
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everybody else, you have got to worry
about yourself,” he told the newspaper.
Woodward did his British Speedway
apprenticeship with the Monarchs but he
was tempted south and to a life on the
South Coast by Eastbourne team
manager, Trevor Geer.
Cameron said: “I loved my time in
Eastbourne and was never really
interested in leaving. It was my home for
nine years and I loved the club, the track
and people involved. Being so far from
home I needed as much support as I
could get.
“Clive, Sue and Dan Giffard were my
first family, home and support network
that got me through the early years. Then
I moved in with Trevor and Di Geer who
helped me immensely.
“It was amazing. They looked after me
like their own. I learnt a lot from them
both and am forever in debt to them for
their time and love. The track was good
for me, I think I was better on the big
ones, but Bob [Dugard] and the boys did

a mega job most weeks.”
He recalls the fateful race which
effectively ended his career.
“It was the biggest meeting of the
season for Lublin.
“We needed to make up a heavy loss
away at Daugvpils to stay in the first
division. Whoever lost home and away
went down to what would have been the
third tier.
“I was third stuck behind a loose
opposition rider, who decided to turn it
inside out on one of the biggest tracks in
Europe and I was coming up a lot faster,
clipped his back end and went over the
high side.
“My leg hit first and I did a few more
tumbles after with it facing the wrong
way. My femur was done.”
We didn’t know it at the time but that
was Cameron’s last race in Europe.
Of course, even had he returned to
fitness he would not have been back at
Arlington the following year.
The Eagles dropped down to the

believe most Australians are. This stems
from their schooling where they are
taught to be competitive as individuals
and as a team. Here in the UK, at school,
everyone is a winner, there are no losers.
Is this really the correct way? Cam was
also fearless as many of us witnessed
during his overtaking manoeuvres and
even his many crashes did not take away
his will to win.
“He never had a bad word about
anyone, was liked by all and very popular
with fans and fellow riders worldwide.”

Trevor said Cameron was an obvious
choice to become captain. “He was
simply The Best. The BEST.
“Cameron was always there to help,
inspire and offer advice to all and was
invaluable during track walks and team
talks Cam loved team riding to such an
extent that it often cost him points when
trying to help his partner home. Above
all, it was his will to see Eastbourne win.”
Cameron moved into live with Trevor
and Diane Geer at what was something of
a speedway ‘hotel’ for Eastbourne’s
foreign contingent.
“It was all good from the time he
arrived to when he had to retire. During
those years he was like a son to Diane and
I, living with us along with Simon
Gustafsson and Joonas Kylmakorpi and in
the later years Timo Lahti and Mikkel
Michelsen.
“We certainly had some good times
and good discussions around the dinner
table. We all became very close and are
still in regular contact with all,” he said.
Seeing Cameron struggle to regain
fitness following injuries was always hard
for Trevor, as it is with any riders.
“I must add that Cam took his training
to extreme levels and was ultra fit when
his body allowed.“He was at an off-road
motorbike show with Lewis Bridger. They
both went up on stage for a fitness
competition with some pretty big
motocross riders. “They had to see who
could endure the longest with arms
stretched out horizontally, holding tyres.
Needless to say it was Cam, the smallest
guy, that was still there at the end.”

Mike Hinves

If he had found those gating gloves on
a regular basis, Cameron could well have
gone on to be a big star on the world
stage.
He came to England as a teenager and
first went to Poole in 2003 where he
could learn from some of Australia’s top
stars, Leigh Adams and Jason Lyons. He
had a second-half spin at Armadale that
year and became a full-time Edinburgh
rider for the following campaign after a
change in the work permit rules.
At the time he told the Scotsman
newspaper: “I enjoyed my time [at Poole]
and hopefully it will pay off with
Edinburgh. Working with riders like Leigh
Adams was great. Jason Lyons and his dad
also gave me tremendous help. Without
them and my parents’ backing, I’d still be
a plumber back home."
He also revealed a trait which stayed
with him throughout his career.
"I don’t worry about who I’m racing
against. I just pull my race helmet on and
go. You can’t afford to worry about

EASTBOURNE TEAM manager Trevor
Geer knows Cameron Woodward
better than most people. He brought
the Aussie to Arlington and later
became his landlord.
Trevor said that when Cam to
Arlington he was desperate to prove
himself in the Elite League and started
at reserve in place of the injured Brent
Werner. “He soon proved to us that he
should warrant a full team place as an
Eagle,” said Trevor.
“Cam was a real team player, as I
12
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Australia’s
next big thing

Taylor Lanning

National League in 2015 for what proved
to be a trophy laden four years. Cameron
was set to move to glamour club Coventry
for 2015 but it was not to be. It also meant
he could not take his place in the World
Long Track GP series.
Back in Australia, the healing progress
was dreadfully slow and he told his
Facebook followers just before the start of
the 2015 season:
“As you all know I have been working
hard trying everything to help with my
recovery. I had a check-up on Friday in
Brisbane and my femur is still broken. It
isn't strong enough to start the season.
The next step is a bone graft. I will not be
starting the 2015 season in March.”
In the following year he did get back on
a speedway bike. He told me: “I raced
two meeting in Aussie in 2016, I think,
when I thought my leg had healed. I was
nowhere near fit enough and crashed
again breaking my hip/neck of femur.
“It had been amazing
getting back on a bike.

I missed it so much. But after that
accident, I am now not interested at all on
a third come back. I’m riding big, heavy
Harleys instead.”
Cameron trained as a plumber but with
a “fake” hip works full-time in an office as
a new homes consultant for GJ Gardner
Homes in Mildura.
He is still involved with speedway in
Mildura, which is one of the hotbeds of
the sport in Australia.
“I now have my official’s licence and the
Mildura club is trying to get me to be a
higher qualified referee.

Mike Hinves

NEW WORLD Under-21 champion Jaimon
Lidsey, who rides for Belle Vue in the UK,
comes from Mildura which Cameron says
is amazing for the town.
He reckons Jaimon is going to be the
next big name out of Australia saying: “He
is mega. Great style, great size, plenty of
confidence and a tonne of speed.”

Five things you
may not know
about Cameron
Woodward
Cam was one of the shyest
guys with women you ever
met, and although his father
told him to leave the Pommie girls
alone, he could not resist the looks and
charm of Naomi.

1

Cam loved cycling on and
off-road to improve his fitness
and in his bedroom in the
evenings on a rolling road whilst
watching a film on TV.

2

He loved to drive fast. One
really wet night on the way
home from Lakeside, Trevor
was following Cam. “I phoned him to
say he really should slow down a little
as conditions were atrocious. Nah! was
his reply followed by his van going off
road, sideways, through long grass
about 80mph, between three large oak
trees and coming back out on the road
facing the right way. He was completely
unscathed,” Trevor recalled

3

Cam was always neat and tidy
in the Geer household and
would eat anything that was
on the menu that day.

4

CLICK TO
WATCH VIDEO

He liked to cook and occasion
ally the riders would take over
at meal times and surprise the
Geers with a new dish. Simon Gustafsson probably had the best chef
qualities and often took charge.

5
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FLYING TONIGHT!

MOMENT

SIMON GUSTAFSSON in mid-air as he clears the air barrier at Arlington after a
nasty crash on bends one and two. Piling into the fence is team-mate Cameron
Woodward. This amazing shot was captured by Mike Hinves. You’ll be
pleased to know that Simon came away from this relatively unscathed.

F LY I N G H I G H
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WE HAVE ACCESS to some wonderful photographs from the former
junior track of youngsters who have moved up through the ranks to
bigger and better things.
They have been supplied by our incident recorder, Pete Lulham, who
took many pictures of up-and-coming riders, as he explains in another
feature in this magazine.
We start with Nathan Ablitt. He came on to the Eastbourne ‘books’
earlier this year and appears in the photograph (left) to be taking an
early tentative spin.
Thanks to Pete for the photo and to Mike Hinves
for the shot of Nathan looking hugely
confident while riding at King’s Lynn
where he took part in an official
closed doors Eastbourne
practice day in July.

Mike Hinves

Pete Lulham

NATHAN ABLITT

F LY I N G H I G H
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Happy Speedway Families

No 1: THE LINGS
THERE ARE EASTBOURNE speedway
fans, some are super fans and then there
is John Ling. The 82-year-old has a record
of supporting the Eagles which is second
to none and is something which the club
recognised in a presentation of a “lifetime
fan” award at the end of the 2015 season.
All members of the team came round to
applaud John and witness the
presentation – a memory which endures
with John and son Kevin.
John has missed only one Arlington
meeting since he started going regularly
and away from home his “unbeaten”
record goes back more than a decade,
with only one blip being a car break
down on the way to King’s Lynn.
John’s speedway memories go back to
post war Britain when as a child he was
living in London. He was taken by his dad
to see racing beneath Wembley’s famous
“twin towers” when the Lions tracked
such famous riders as Bill Kitchen and
Tommy Price. And the fact that John saw
these big names links him to speedway’s
birth in the late 1920s when both Kitchen
and Price became stars of the cinder
tracks.
His journeys to and from Wembley
throw a light of how people lived in the
immediate years after the grimness of
World War Two was replaced by the hard
toil of rebuilding the country but at the

Speedway has always prided itself on
being a family sport and in this feature
we turn the spotlight on families who
just love the thrills and spills of the sport.
First up are the Lings from Hastings.
same time savouring from the pleasures of
life – such as a pint of beer and a night out
at the speedway.
John walked with his dad from
Harlesden to Wembley.
“As soon as we came out, I had to run
like what’s it to stand in the bus queue

Mike Hinves

Eagles then promoter Martin
Dugard presents John Ling with
his ‘Lifetime Fan’ award with the
2015 Eagles.
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while my dad went for a couple of pints
and then joined me at the front of the
queue as the bus was about to arrive.
Speedway took a back seat after John
joined the Royal Navy as an Able Seaman
and served just over 12 years, coming out
in the 60s. He married Pat while in the
Navy and while John was serving in the
Far East, son Kevin was born in
Singapore. All three were destined to go
on and play important roles as fans and
volunteers helpers in the Eastbourne
Speedway story. While still in the Navy,
the family settled in Hastings, with John at
the Portsmouth base.
The Lings love affair with the Eagles was
a slow burn to begin with – an odd
meeting here and there before it became
the great passion. John became a
postman in Hastings and saw a coach
outing advertised in the sorting office to
Hackney to see the Division Two Riders’
championship in 1971. John, Pat and
Kevin all went to the East London track
where Eastbourne’s hopes were carried
by Malcolm Ballard, who had blazed a
winning trail across the league that year
but things did not work for him on the big
night and he finished down the field with
a string of engine problems as John Louis
went on to take the crown.

FAVOURITE
SPEEDWAY MOMENT
Mike Patrick - The John Somerville Collection

John Ling’s favourite speedway
moment: The Eagles pairing of Paul
Gachet and Trevor Geer chasing Barney
Kennett at Canterbury. Our boys totally
foxed the Crusader who was trying to
defend the lead from Gachet on the
inside and Geer on the outside. Kennett
did not know which way to look. As he
was looking at Geer, Gachet was
coming through on the inside. While
trying to repel this Eagle, Geer steamed
round the outside for a famous 5-1. ■
A few more meetings followed,
including a troubled trip to the World
Final at Wembley. “We went up in two
cars,” Kevin recalled. “Unfortunately, my
dad went to pick my nan up from where
she was working at a social club. While
he was there, he had half a shandy.
“He was then pulled over by the police
after overtaking in a zebra crossing
zig-zag zone and they breathalysed him.
Part of the day he spent down in the cells.
I’m glad to say that weeks later he found
out that the test was negative.” Kevin said.
The first visit to Arlington followed in
1973 and included a couple of Young
England Internationals and a World
Championship qualifying round. In 1974
John made a decision to go to Arlington
more regularly and the family did not
miss a home meeting that year and they
took in a few away matches. The
speedway bug had bitten.
An amazing record of Arlington
attendances was under way with John
having missed only one home meeting
since the start of the 1974 season and that
was when Pat insisted they went away on
holiday. As time went by, the number of
away meetings clocked up and he
became something of a regular on
terraces up and down the country.
In the last dozen years or so he has not

FAVOURITE MATCH
John Ling’s favourite match: The KO
Cup final match against league
winning Ellesmere Port at the
Cheshire track in 1985. The Eagles
were defending a 46-32 first leg lead.
In a titanic struggle which will never
be forgotten by those who were
there. It was a magical moment.
Eastbourne lost 41-37 but they had
won the cup. ■

missed a match – there was one occasion
when a car breakdown prevents him from
getting to King’s Lynn and another when
on jury service at Lewes Crown Court.
To John, it was an open and shut case –
the man in the dock was guilty. However,
two fellow jurors weren’t so sure and
engaged in long discussions, not
believing the prisoner was a Kindly man
who would not stab anyone”. When it
became clear the time was now so late
and the chance of getting to
Peterborough had gone, John then
“spun” things out in revenge for him
missing speedway. When sentencing
took place, the defendant had plenty of
previous convictions.
John and Pat were also prime movers in
the Hastings and Sussex Speedway
Association (HASSA) when there were
thoughts of speedway returning to
Hastings. HASSA was a very sociable
group, raising sponsorship money
through staging events and ran many bus
(and minibus) outings to away meetings.
Pat was the organiser of the trips with
John often at the wheel of the minibus.
There was also a period when coach trips
were run from Hastings to Arlington and
when they came to an end John took a
couple of the older ladies to meetings in
his car. HASSA also ran a highly successful
darts league which attracted teams from a
wide area of East Sussex and ran for
around a dozen years.
The darts league obviously played to a
decent standard – for a short time one of
the players was Shayne Burgess who
went on to play professionally and
become No 1 in the world.
Through coach trips and darts matches
great friendships were forged with some
White City fans – Mike and Bev Hinves,
Lauren Hinves, Tony Burles, Noel and Sue
King and the late and much missed Chris
Hare.
The Lings have seen the ups and downs

of Eastbourne’s fortunes but John’s
devotion never faltered. There were
times when Arlington was something of a
revolving door as riders came and went,
others when the team looked so good
that it must win the league – and didn’t.
And, of course, there was some superb
KO Cup win and league championships the glory years of the mid 1980s
John was for many years the person
who reported the result of Arlington
matches to what is now SpeedwayGB, for
onward distribution to the media. It was a
task that has be done promptly at the end
of a meeting – and it has to be right: the
score and the scorers. The task is now
undertaken by son Kevin who has been
part of the Eastbourne media team for
many years.
Kevin previews the home matches and
covers the away fixtures – the away
matches are now reported online,
heat-by-heat for which he has won many
plaudits from both home fans – and away
supporters for the fairness of his
comments.
John, as many people will know, has a
huge archive of Eastbourne programmes
and cuttings which are used to produce
the archive feature in the club’s
programme. Kevin summed up:
“Speedway has been a huge part of our
lives. It is a very social thing. I have to
mention Neil Coomber. If I can’t go for
any reason, Neil always makes sure he
takes my dad and looks after him.”

THERE WAS A brief period when Pat
Ling was a rare visitor to Arlington.
Money was tight and she stayed at
home to help save the pennies.
Rider Keith Pritchard, who Kevin
knew reasonably well, realised she was
often missing and inquired why.
After hearing the reason, he went to
see Bob Dugard and came back soon
afterwards with a season ticket for Pat
telling Kevin: “We want to see more of
your mum here.
F LY I N G H I G H
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VIEWPOINT

This nasty Coronavirus knows the difference between what the
government deems amateur sport (National League and stock
cars) and professional sport (Championship).
And here’s another daft thing.
Some football clubs are playing matches “behind closed
doors” but fans are sitting in hospitality facilities within the actual
stadium where the game is being played. They’re indoors when
it is generally accepted that out in the fresh air is a good way of
avoiding Covid transmission.
And when it comes to football some local teams can play,
others cannot all based on the perceived difference between
professional and amateur.
As I said, the disease is very smart.
You’re OK in a pub at 9.59pm but at 10.01pm you are in grave
danger of getting ill so you need to be out on the streets – yes,
all the pubs kicking out at the same time. It’s OK being in a pub if
you are having a meal but again customers are in mortal danger
if just having a pint on its own with a bag of crisps and a pickled
egg.
With such muddled rationales, I think the leadership of British
Speedway represented the sport really well in negotiations with

Vic Ashton - West CountrySeen

the Government and got the best result possible, including at
one stage being able to run a British Final with a decent crowd at
Ipswich. The Government swept that away and in the end it was
an event without fans at Belle Vue.
No wonder Rob Godfrey, the BSPL chairman, was left
frustrated. Speedway could well have gone ahead at a number
of venues in the late summer, early autumn as long as proper
precautions were taken. All ticket, social distancing, wearing
face masks all worked a treat at Plymouth. The crowd was limited
and everyone was well separated. It could be done safely and
was done safely.
Let’s hope those in control see some sense well in time for the
2021 season to begin. Coming out of this latest lockdown will
give the politicians the chance to bring some coherence to the
rules and regulations.

Vic Ashton - West CountrySeen

Vic Ashton - West CountrySeen

SPEEDWAY RACING and sport in general have been dealt some
bad cards by the Government as it fights the Covid-19
pandemic. Politicians in Whitehall have made a series of strange
and contradictory decisions throughout the crisis with the
mis-handling of sport straight out of the top drawer, to coin a
phrase.
At the outset, they got it totally wrong and allowed vast
crowds to pack Cheltenham for the racing festival in March,
while also allowing Spanish football fans to go to Anfield for a
European tie against Liverpool. It is no surprise that research has
found a spike in cases of the Coronavirus that can be directly
linked to those two events.
After the lockdown banned crowds from stadiums, the
Government dipped its toe in the water but their actions left me
feeling it was a case of once bitten, twice shy. Their limited lifting
of restrictions on crowds in stadiums seemed totally arbitrary.
For instance, I was able to go to Plymouth to watch an
Eastbourne Select in action but was barred from seeing
Eastbourne at Arlington at Championship level.
However, I can go to Arlington to watch stock cars.
There you have it in a nutshell. Covid-19 is far cleverer and far
more discerning than you or I thought.

by Richard Weston

CLICK TO
WATCH VIDEO
*The opinions in this article are the writer’s own and should not
be interpreted as representing the position of Eastbourne
Speedway, its directors or promoter.
*Richard Weston is a long-time Eagles fan.
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STAFF CARD
NUMBER 1:

The Lulhams
We turn the spotlight on
volunteers who play a big part
behind the scenes in making sure
everything is all right on the night.
We start with Pete and Lyn Lulham.
PETE LULHAM

as not remaining stationary at the start,
requests for the track to be graded, or if
the meeting can be speeded up.

Q: What do you do on a speedway night?

At the end of the meeting copies of the
documentation are given to the referee to
be forwarded to the Speedway Control
Bureau and to the Clerk of the Course.

Pete: At speedway meetings after
completing a short stint (“sorry Ladies, I
have to leave early”) as my alter ego
Alison on the turnstiles, I sit in the
referee’s box overlooking the start/finish
line as the Incident Recorder.
I record any falls during the evening, no
matter how insignificant they may seem,
noting the time of the incident, the heat
number, all involved rider(s), if they fell on
the track and if they hit the fence. I mark
with an X on a printed oval where the fall
occurred.
If a rider is hospitalised or withdrawn, I
complete a more detailed incident report
that captures specific injuries and notes if
the rider was taken to hospital. On both
documents I give my view of what
happened and on the more detailed
report note any comments made by the
referee.
If a rider is withdrawn from a meeting on
medical grounds, the paramedic
provides documentation which I use to
record their professional diagnosis before
handing back to the referee.
Before, during and after the meeting I am
in communication with the Clerk of the
Course (John Strudwick), who flatteringly
gives me the radio call sign of “Race
Control”.
Depending on the individual referees
preference, John and the referee will
typically use me as their communication
interface to pass on information such as
notifications of any changes team
managers are making to race line ups,
warnings from the referee to riders such
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Q: How did you become involved?
Pete: I developed an interest in
photography and was very fortunate that
Martin Dugard allowed me, with the
permission of parents/guardians, to take
photographs at the junior track, which I
used to then burn on to CDs and give to
the families the following week.
I built up some great relationships as
families appreciated the photos (parents
were usually shaking too much to take
them or were fixing the bikes) which in
turn encouraged me to do a bit more.
Through that, Lyn and I became known by
the Dugard family and on occasion we
helped out with taking the car park
money, or covered a turnstile. As a
speedway fan for many decades I was
really proud to help in a small way.
Q: How long have you been involved?
Pete: When the team entered the National
League in 2015, Connor asked me if I
would be the Incident Recorder, time the
races, liaise with the announcer and play
the music. Fortunately, daughter Jodie
kindly helped me out and regularly took
on the music responsibilities, although for
clarity I didn't always select the music!
Q: When did you start watching
speedway and where?
Pete: Apparently, I was taken to Arlington
at the age of 4, which I don't remember
and we used to sit on the scaffolding
(where the main stand is now).

I do remember I used to be sent
underneath the stand to retrieve pens,
keys and anything else that anybody
within a 100ft radius dropped between
the boards (Thanks Mum & Dad!). As it
turns out I probably bumped in to a
young Kevin Ling, who apparently had
the same style of upbringing and was
also a frequenter underneath the stand.
Mum and Dad used to go to Wembley
and Hastings for the short time they ran
there.
Q: What was speedway's attraction?
Pete: There wasn't one to be honest! The
family wanted to go on a Sunday
afternoon and so I went with them. I used
to hide in my Dad's coat until he told me
that the riders were all spaced out and
nobody was going to get hurt.
From there I was the fastest speedway
rider around my home track on my bike
and was very proud of my Union Flag
spoiler that I painted on to a circle of
plastic from a fertiliser sack and sewed
with string on to my back wheel. The
mark 2 version even had Weslake written
on it!
Q: Who is your favourite Eagle?
Pete: I don't really have one. I have been
very fortunate, particularly over the last
five years to have had a small part to play
in "The Eagles" and for me, although I am
strictly impartial on race nights, it is about
the club, not the individual riders.
That said, I take great pleasure seeing
riders such as Ben Morley, Brandon
Freemantle, Tom Brennan, Danno Verge,
Anders Rowe, Kelsey Dugard, Nathan
Ablitt, Jason Edwards, Sam Hagon and
hopefully soon Vinnie Foord etc progress
from the Junior track to league racing and
performing well.

LYN LULHAM
Q: What do you do on a speedway night?
Lyn: My role at the speedway is as a
volunteer turnstile operator which means
getting to the track at least a couple of
hours before the start of a meeting.
I help to prepare the turnstiles and ensure
we are ready to go as soon as the gates
open. This means ensuring I have the
right tickets and programmes and ensure
I am updated with any relevant
information regarding the upcoming
meeting (and often any future meetings).

Most of the customers who use the credit
card turnstiles will have seen me trying
various means to get their payments to
go through. This includes standing on
one leg whilst waving the machine at the
spider in the corner – more often than
not this does work – he is magic that
spider!
I feel that it is important to ensure that all
our customers get the best experience
when coming to Eastbourne Speedway
so I always try to make sure that the
customer gets the best available price
etc. This is why I always ask how many
people are in a group and their ages.

The turnstile operators are the “first face”
of Eastbourne Speedway so I feel it is very
important to ensure that the start of the
experience for our customers is a positive
one. It really isn’t just a case of taking
their money and handing over a ticket
and a programme. The turnstile operators
at Arlington are a great team and we have
many laughs as well as providing a great
service to the customers.

Sometimes we have special gifts to hand
out to children. It’s always great fun to
hand over a rider’s photograph or a
poster (giving children whistles was met
with either great delight (from the
children) or a look of resignation (from
the parents who would hear the whistle
for days to come). Another fun time is
Easter when the first children through
the turnstiles are given a free egg.

We all try to process people through as
quickly and as efficiently as we can,
although this is not always possible when
the card machines decide to throw
wobblies (due to Arlington Stadium
being in a “dead spot” which gets worse
the more mobile phones are in the
vicinity).

For those people who are new to either
the stadium or to speedway itself I try to
give them an idea the facilities available
and what to expect. Lots of new visitors
are really surprised to hear that normally
they can go and see the riders in the pits
and get photographs taken and their
programmes autographed.

It is great fun to see our regulars week in
week out and to build relationships with
them. I have seen fans arrive as babies in
their parents’ arms who are now old
enough to want their own programme
to fill out.
Over the years you get to learn what
your customers are going to ask for and
can have things ready as soon as you see
them at your window. Being a turnstile
operator really does make you realise
that speedway is a family friendly sport.
Once we close the turnstiles, I make sure
that everything is tidied up before going
to watch the remainder of the meeting
as a “normal” fan.
Q: How did you become involved?
Lyn: Like Pete, I started going to watch
the youngsters riding on the junior track.
I was then asked if I could help out
taking the money in the car park before
moving on to becoming a turnstile
operator when they needed additional
help on the turnstiles.
Q: How long have you been
involved?
Lyn: I cannot remember exactly how
long I have been volunteering at the
stadium but I have been on the turnstiles
for several years now – it’s a job I love as I
really enjoy the interaction with the fans.
Q: When did you start watching
speedway and where?
Lyn: I started going to watch the
speedway at Arlington in 1987 when I
met Pete. He had been going since he
was a little boy and wanted to introduce
me to the sport.
I remember watching the likes of
Gordon Kennett, Andy Buck, Martin
Dugard and Dean Barker ride the track.
(My first “fan” photo was with Gordon
Kennett)
Apparently, my parents had been to
watch speedway at the Pilot Field in
Hastings many years ago.
Q: What was speedway’s attraction?
Lyn: I guess apart from being a date with
Pete, it was the speed of the bikes
charging round a shale track – oh and
that oh so evocative speedway smell
Q: Who is your favourite Eagle?
Lyn: This is a really hard one as it’s like
asking someone to name their favourite
child. Each season I am amazed by the
skills shown by the riders on the track
and by how much of a family they all are
off track.

The five 2020 Eagles who were on show at the Eastbourne Press and Practice day at King’s Lynn in July (left to right);
Richard Lawson, Jason Edwards, Tom Brennan, Lewi Kerr and Drew Kemp. Lyn says asking to name a favourite rider is
like choosing a favourite child!

You cannot help but get totally involved
with it all – when it’s all going well it’s
amazing – when one of your own gets
injured, it’s a sad day.

F LY I N G H I G H
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EAGLETS SPOT THE DIFFERENCE
It’s always a frantic time in the pits before
and during a meeting. Can you spot the
10 differences between the two images
of Vinnie Joe Foord and his Dad Gary?

■ Answers next issue
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On Two Minutes...

Vinnie Joe Foord
EAGLES MASCOT

1. How did you first get involved with speedway?
I started when I was about 5. Martin Dugard leant me a frame, then Dad
bought me a 110 and that’s just how it started really.
2. Talk us through your career so far
I was nine, and I had my first race meeting at Lydd Speedway, where I got on
the Podium. I’ve been competing in the British Youth Championships for the
last three years, and recently I’ve just been practising on the 500 (cc),
getting ready for next season.
3. Who is your favourite rider and why?
I’ve got many riders that I aspire to be like. Obviously we’ve got the great
Danny Ayres, who had just a lovely passion for the sport, and with his style,
he was just amazing, And at number 2, Freddie Lindgren for his speed and
style.
4. Which is your favourite track and why?
Belle Vue, because it’s just a big and fast track, and it’s smooth!
5. What is the best thing about riding a speedway bike?
It’s competing against others, and just the speed and adrenaline really.
6. What’s the worst thing about speedway?
It’s probably got to be mechanical failures! And just the travel around the
country.
7. What are your hopes and aims for 2021?
I just hope to be able to build more strength and speed on the bike and just
keep doing what I’m doing. I really want to be racing in the National League
by the end of the year.
8. How do you combine speedway with school?
Luckily enough, I go to a Sports Academy, and they let me have time off for
Speedway, they’re good like that.
9. Other than speedway what else are you in too?
In my spare time, I like to go fishing with my friends, and just relax.
10. What is your ambition within the sport?
I just want to be the best I can be really. And race in the Grand Prix!

CLICK TO
WATCH VIDEO

A big shout out to the man who has helped me most through my speedway
career so far, Paul Hubbard (Hubbards Speedway Museum) and obviously
all of my other sponsors; Rebar South Ltd, Flying with Whichello, , Maceys,
BFR, Speculate to Accumulate, Keatley and Barrell, Metro Timber, Morgan
Hickman, Adz controls , Neil Evitts, My Uncle Barney and Auntie Leslie,
Knights Mobile Bar, HGH Groundworks, JC Pro, and obviously Mum & Dad.
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Mike Hinves

11. A shout out to your sponsors
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HAVEN’T SEEN FRIENDS & FAMILY AT SPEEDWAY
THIS YEAR?
MAKE IT AN HG AEROSPACE EAGLES

WITH A FESTIVE MESSAGE
IN THE NEXT ISSUE
OF FLYING HIGH

Wish your speedway friends and family HAPPY CHRISTMAS –
and it won’t cost you a penny

• Make sure you say who the Christmas greeting is for

It’s a great yuletide gift from Flying High, the online magazine of
the HG Aerospace Eastbourne Eagles

• Make sure you say who the greeting is from

Here’s how to get you Christmas greeting in the next edition of
Flying High, which will be published in mid-December.
Email us your Christmas message to
flyinghigh@eastbourne-speedway.com
Please do not use any other club email or social media channels.
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• Include your Christmas greeting
We must receive your greeting by noon on
Sunday December the 13th.
* Eastbourne Speedway’s Flying High magazine reserves the right
to refuse to publish any greeting which does not fulfil the
Publisher’s Standards.

THANKS TO THE HG AEROSPACE EAGLES
RACE SUIT SPONSORS 2020/2021
EDWARD KENNETT

LEWI KERR

RICHARD LAWSON

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

TRIANGLE
FIRE SYSTEMS

KEVIN & DEAN
TOOKEY

SOUTH WEST
METAL SERVICES LTD

KYLE NEWMAN

TOM BRENNAN

DREW KEMP

JASON EDWARDS

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

WAYNE
CLARKE

JC
REFRIGERATION

THE PARRY
FAMILY

M SHUTTLEWOOD
LTD

Mobile Disco
Eastbourne / Sussex

www.elitediscos.net
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90 Glorious Years of
Eastbourne Speedway
PART ONE : THE EARLY YEARS
1. The arrival of speedway at what is
now Arlington Stadium was
heralded by just two lines in an
Eastbourne local newspaper on
October 5, 1928, which said: “The
Eastbourne Motor-Cycle Sports
Club have purchased a field at
Arlington, with a view to building
a dirt track.”
2. At the first meeting on August 5,
1929, most of the riders had never
seen a speedway track.

Eastbourne Speedway can trace its roots right back to the
beginnings of the sport in Britain. All being well, in season
2021, the HG Aerospace Eagles will celebrate the club’s
90th+ anniversary. In the build-up to the big day, we are
featuring some highlights from the past, thanks to author
Ken Burnett, who is a member of our media team. We
begin with 1929 to 1940. You can read a much more
detailed account on our website.

3. Enter Bryan Donkin, on Easter
Monday, April 21, 1930. He was a
local lad and member of the
Eastbourne Motor-Cycle Club
who, before the advent of
speedway, had been an expert
trials rider in and around the
Sussex area. Donkin showed
Arlington ‘real’ speedway,
screaming round four laps with
the throttle full open, proving the
theory that the faster you corner,
the safer you are. He took TEN
seconds off the track record.
4. Season 1931 was a blank at
Arlington. Local riders and
supporters seem to have migrated
to a new grass track venue nearby
at Horsebridge, although the
Eastbourne name was retained
for team matches.

George Newton track record holder

5. George Wilkie won the first
Championship of Sussex after
Lou Berger fell while well in the
lead.

6. Bill Bennett starred in a meeting
on June 25, 1933, but in an early
example of ‘ringers’, Bill Bennett
was none other than a rising
starlet, George Newton, who was
sent out by top team Crystal
Palace to hone his skills at
Eastbourne.
7. Charlie Dugard bought a share in
the club with Tiger Hart.
8. A starting gate appeared for the
first time on April 7, 1935, in a bid
to ensure perfect starts.
9. Riders, you are on two minutes.
On August 31, 1935, a bell was
installed which was rung from
the judges’ box for the
two-minute warning.

1st race 1929
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1937 line-up

10. The Eagles were formally
founded when Eastbourne
established its first permanent
team in June 1937 with a 57-25
win over the Dagenham
Daggers.

11. In 1938, Eastbourne joined the
new league competition, the
Sunday Amateur Dirt Track
League along with Smallford (St
Albans), Rye House, Dagenham
and Romford.

12. The Sunday League was
abandoned and Arlington was
back to its normal diet of
challenge matches and individual
events.
13. On August Bank Holiday, 1939,
the meeting ended with two
match races and that was it for
the duration of World War Two –
but not quite.
14. There was one meeting in 1940
when Nazi Germany leaders A.
Hitler and Hermann Göring were
listed in the programme as riders.
And that was it because soon
afterwards the Canadian Army
moved in.
All photographs courtesy of Ken Burnett

1934

CLICK TO
LEARN MORE

1937 action away to Rye House
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Sponsors in Profile
No 1: HG Aerospace

HG AEROSPACE LTD are the Eastbourne Eagles title sponsor.
They manufacture and supply components for both military and commercial aerospace
companies. They provide a high-quality service whilst striving to continuously adapt to
changing demands in the sector.
The company has always been involved in local community charities, from suppling
sportswear for children’s teams, running marathons, climbing mountains, to tough
Mudder challengers.
Flying High asked company director Michael Gray about his speedway life.
Q: When did you first go to a speedway match and where was that?
Michael: At Arlington in the late 1970s.
Q: Did you become a regular immediately, or did the speedway 'bug' take time to bite?
Michael: The bug was instant as a seven-year-old.
Q: What attracts you most to speedway?
Michael: It used to be the smell, but these days it’s more to do with the unpredictability of
the sport.
Q: What would you change about speedway, if you could?
Michael: I think before this year it was in a good place but with the recent announcement
from Poland*, the BSPA have a lot to think about with regards to the future of the Sport.
Maybe have the top two leagues become one.
Q: Other than Arlington, where else have you watched Speedway?
Michael: All over
Q: What’s your favourite track?
Michael: Trelawny Tigers (St Austell)
Q: Who is your favourite rider of all time?
Michael: That’s very difficult, but as a kid it was always Gordon Kennett and Kelly Moran.
More recently, Cameron Woodward – a really nice guy and very professional.
Q: What’s the most unusual thing you have seen at speedway?
Michael: As a kid there was a water fight in a boating lake in my local area with Denzil
Kent, John Eskildsen, and I think Sam Ermolenko.
Q: As an engineering company, what's your view of how speedway bikes have
evolved in recent years?
Michael: With the power of the equipment these days, it certainly makes the sport more
dangerous, which has therefore made the riders more skilful.
Q: Your final thoughts?
Michael: It’s been a real tough year not just for the sport but for everyone. Hopefully we
will see the Sport back in March for everyone to enjoy. Once you’re a Speedway fan, you
are always a fan so I have no doubt the sport will return. One of the most important things
is for tracks to stop closing and the old and new to re-open.

CLICK TO
LEARN MORE
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Lewi Kerr in the new race suit
colours of the HG Aerospace Eagles
at the press day in July 2020.
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THE EASTBOURNE HG AEROSPACE EAGLES EXCLUSIVE “CHRISTMAS RANGE”

Available from NOW to Friday 4th December (5.00pm)
to guarantee delivery in time for Christmas

The Ultimate Christmas Bundles are "Gift Packs" based around the main item in the picture

NEW
PREMIUM BUNDLE

ULTIMATE CHRISTMAS
BUNDLE 1

ULTIMATE CHRISTMAS
BUNDLE 2
£29.95

£39.95

£34.50
Deluxe Polo Shirt
plus Gift Bag**

Two Tone Cap plus Snood
plus Gift Bag**

ULTIMATE CHRISTMAS
BUNDLE 3

Organic Cap plus Snood
plus Gift Bag**

ULTIMATE CHRISTMAS
BUNDLE 4

£39.95

£66.95

Hoodie plus Snood

Ride Jacket plus Snood

(**The Gift Bag plus Snood are part of the quoted Item Price making an ideal Christmas Present
in it's own Branded Eastbourne HG Aerospace Eagles Gift Bag)
Click on an image to view the Full Product and Range and to Order
ALL Quoted Prices include VAT and Postage and Packing.
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The Eagles 50/50 Club
WE ARE MAKING some changes to The Teambuilder Lottery and
are very appreciative of the feedback from the current
Teambuilder Subscribers that we have contacted and heard
back from about the planned changes. All existing members
have been contacted about changing over to the new format
and that process is ongoing.
Since its inception in August 2019, Teambuilder has paid out
in excess of £12,000 in Prizes and gleaned around £4,000 in
net receipts that has been passed on to the Club to spend on
such things as hiring the King’s Lynn Track for a day for a Team
Practice in July 2020, helping our young riders with travelling
costs to participate in European Under 19 and Under 21 Events
in 2020, and has made other contributions to members of the
Team since August 2019.
A fully audited breakdown of Income, Prize Money and
Funding will be issued in due course.
The fact that only the first 2 TeamBuilder draws have been
held whilst speedway racing has actually been taking place
(August and September 2019) has undeniably had a negative
impact of the publicity, efficiency, potential and at times
transparency of the Teambuilder Lottery.
So to replace TEAMBUILDER we will introduce a simpler and
far more transparent and simpler 50/50 Draw.
This will aim for at least 100 Members (more than Teambuilder
now has active).
Cost will be £10 per month and you can buy as many Shares
as you want.
50% of the total fund each month which will be announced
before each draw will be allocated in Prize Money and 50% will
go to Club Funds for a specific item (more of that in a minute).
Of the 50% in the Prize Pot 60% will be First Prize and there
will be 2 further prizes of 25% and 15%....so if the Prize Pot is
£1000 - 1st Prize is £600 / 2nd is £250 / and 3rd is £150.
The Draw will be done LIVE at 7pm on the final Saturday
each month (On Eagles TV or at the Stadium at a Live Match)
using a computerised Random Draw Generator for full
transparency.
All club funds (The 50% NOT in the Prize Pot) will be
automatically passed to a new "AIR FENCE FUND".
We will launch the new simplified 50/50 Draw; where you
can subscribe more easily and right up to the day of the Draw or
still have a regular DD or Standing Order on
Monday 22nd November - with the First Live Draw scheduled
for Saturday 5th December. Keep an eye on the Eagles site for
further information.
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Mike Hinves

Jason Edwards
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