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A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who contacted us with feedback
and ideas for future Flying High editions. All ideas will be looked at
and included if possible, indeed a few are included in this edition
or the plans already well advanced for the January and February
editions. It's always a good place to be when you have a log-jam
of ideas and initiatives and are planning months in advance.
I think nothing sums up the top class quality of our Media and
Support Team at the HG Aerospace Eastbourne Eagles and
Seagulls better than that, so from The Management of The Club,
once again a big thank you to them all, and to you for your
feedback and messages.
Of course, we are all looking forwards towards Christmas, in
whatever form it may take, and then to the New Year.
Everyone will be hoping and praying for a return to some kind of
normality in 2021 when we can meet friends and family, socialise
and work as we are used to and meet again at Arlington and other
Speedway tracks and actually to begin to enjoy life again, rather
than grudge and bear it.
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We hope that you will enjoy this bumper December (Christmas
edition) of Flying High. At the time of writing there is not too much
news to report about the detailed plans for British Speedway in
2021. That may change very soon and as and when we can and
are authorised to, we will bring you up to date with all
developments, and specifically any that involve the Eastbourne
Eagles and the Eastbourne Seagulls.
We hope for a fixture list early in 2021 at the latest and will publish
it at the same time as the BSPL release it
It is not our intention that Flying High should be a "management
news / opinion portal”. We see it as being an informative, fun,
interesting look at our past, our present and our future, for all ages
and tastes, so please keep an eye open for any news about 2021
which will be carried on the club website and social media
channels.
We once again remind you that for the most up to date, and
sometimes exclusive news, you can register as a Club Member of
the club website to receive the HOT NEWS first and exclusively
and also to get the inner thoughts of those involved in running the
club. Here is a link to register for our members’ updates

CLICK TO
LEARN MORE
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There are a few things that we can confirm. All seven members of
the declared 2020 Championship team have confirmed to us for
2021 and are ready to go.

I was disappointed to read that some in UK Speedway think we
should stop our young riders from progressing in to Europe
specifically Poland.

The same applies to our MSDL team, the Eastbourne Seagulls,
sponsored by The Save Thurrock Hammers Campaign and we
can't wait to see both teams in action in 2021.

That will never be our view and for that reason we are already
working on and with the "next generation" Eagles, so that if and
when anyone flies the nest, the next batch are ready and
prepared to go....that's always been the Eastbourne way and
hopefully will always be the Eastbourne way.

We await confirmation from the BSPL about the specific details of
the PL / CL / NDL / MSDL structures, and we have contingencies
in place should the need arise to make any changes.
Three topics that are dominating the Speedway Press and the
thoughts of all involved in the Sport are not surprisingly Covid
19, Poland and Brexit.
We don't know what 2021 holds generally but we do know and
we feel very well prepared.
Arlington Stadium will be staging further Stock Car fixtures
within the confines of the current National Tier limits (Tier 1 is
4,000 people or 50% whichever is lower and Tier 2 is 2,000 or
50% whichever is lower).
The stadium is currently in a Tier 2 Area and, therefore, we
understand will currently have a crowd limit for Stock Cars of
2,000 people". For the next 2 Stocks Fixtures though capacity
will remain at 500.
What the situation will be in April, we don't know, but if
Speedway were starting now we'd be working on a capacity of
2,000 maximum and for Speedway that is FANTASTIC news and
a step forwards from the 500 limit we'd have had in the autumn.
Our CL breakeven is about 850 people, at 500 we could not
have run viably, our 2019 average was just over 1,000, so if we
had a crowd of 2000 at our opening meeting, well...Les and I; as
Directors, and Trevor as Promoter, would be doing cartwheels
(don't even try to imagine that sight). No doubt the local
chiropractor would be very busy!
The current strength of Polish Speedway and their decision to
contractually limit their top tier league participants to just one
other league and their second / third tier participants to two
other leagues has caused much consternation across other
European leagues. We are delighted that both Tom and Drew
have signed deals to participate in the 2nd tier in Poland. Both
remain committed to Eastbourne for 2021.
We will work with them, and have already started working with
them to work on the logistics of them being at Arlington on a
Saturday and Poland on a Sunday, if and when they may be
required there, and we have the motto of "where there is a will,
there is a way".
It is up to us as a Club to match their ambition and actively
support it.

It would seem that Brexit has suddenly caught some clubs on
the hop with new visa and work permit regulations and an
increase in the acceptance levels and costs.
We formulated an “all-British Project and Plan" when we moved
into the Championship in 2019, partly because that was the
historic value of Eagle managements and partially because of
Brexit and the logistical issue that as a new company, we could
not apply for work permits.
Much of the credit for that must go to Jon Cook who was one of
the first Promoters to say "we have to be Brexit proof". That will
stand us in good stead now, and if all of British Speedway now
has to start looking at British riders first and foremost, surely that
can be no bad thing.
We have been blessed with some fantastic overseas riders in the
past – club legends. We hope to see more in the future but for
the next few years, we hope to continue to support and nurture
British talent.
So, whilst Covid, Poland and Brexit look likely to dominate the
news well into 2021, you can see that we are as prepared as any,
more prepared than most and in no way complacent of the
difficulties ahead, seeking always to be proactive and not
reactive.
It only leaves us to wish everyone a VERY HAPPY and HEALTHY
Christmas, a SAFE, HEALTHY and PROSPEROUS New Year and
to look forward to seeing you all at Arlington in 2021.
We can leave you with a small present of hope and expectation,
all things considered and subject to conditions and
regulations…news of our OPENING HOME MEETING in 2021:
Good Friday, April 2 at 3pm in a hotly anticipated local derby
challenge and our old and good friends the Kent Touch-Tec
Kings....Scott Nicholls, Uncle Len and all.
Please stay safe, stay healthy, stay positive and see you soon –
it’ll be emotional.
*The Management of Eastbourne HG Aerospace Eagles and The
Eastbourne Seagulls powered by The Save Thurrock Hammers
Campaign.
All content Copyright of Eastbourne Speedway Ltd 2020
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■ What will speedway be like next season?
■ Will fans feel safe to come back to stadia?
■ Poland has restricted its top division riders to one

other foreign league – how will that hit the UK?
■ Will all the riders, who have had a year out come

back and race?
Questions, questions, questions and not too many
definite answers. I have asked three contributors
who know their speedway to give us their thoughts.
Your guide in these hazardous waters are:
■ Andrew Skeels, Editor of the Speedway Star
■ Mark Simm, an Eastbourne supporter who is a
life-long Crewe Kings fan.
■ Mark Sexton, a member of the team seeking to
reintroduce speedway to Thurrock.
As always with this independent magazine, all views
are their own and in no way should be taken to
represent the opinions of Eastbourne Speedway, its
directors or promoter.

Mike Hinves

Covid-19 has caused a seismic shock through Britain,
Europe, the USA and much of the world. Hundreds of
thousands of lives have been lost, businesses have
closed, people are losing their jobs and everyone in
Britain has spent weeks under lockdown.
Flying High now discusses how speedway might look
in 2021 after such a traumatic year.
This is a piece of crystal ball gazing and we don’t
‘sell’ this to you as the definitive guide to what will
happen. We don’t know if the Coronavirus will have
a third and successive waves in the new year and we
don’t know how successful and how quickly the
vaccine roll out will go.
Treat this as a piece of fortune-telling: the astrology
column in the newspaper, a visit to the so-called
oracle in the circus tent, or granny reading the tea
leaves.
Our very own ‘Mystic’, Paul Watson,
introduces this feature.

IF YOU STOOD ON the terraces and saw live
speedway in 2020, you were either very lucky or
very keen. Only a handful of matches took place and
some of those were behind closed doors.
One of the few to go ahead with a crowd was a 3TT
at Plymouth in which an Eagles outfit rode. It was an
all-ticket affair with a Covid-19 limited crowd and
many Eastbourne fans realised this might be the one
and only chance to see their beloved team in action
this year and made the long trip to south Devon.
Those who went will tell you it was worth every
penny and every mile, especially as the Eagles won
thanks to a last ditch effort from Tom Brennan to win
the final race. The success of that match showed
there was still an appetite among fans for speedway
racing but what of 2021.

Andrew Skeels:
Let’s be positive
CERTAINLY, THE PROMOTERS seem to be going full steam ahead
towards an Easter relaunch, which is great news, and there
doesn’t seem to be any reason why they can’t pull it off as far as I
can see.
From what we read and hear in the news, you would think that
a Covid vaccine should be available and starting to turn the tide
by then and by the time the new season is due to start, the clocks
will have changed and we’ll be heading out of winter into
spring, so hopefully the general outlook will be a whole lot more
positive.
We’re still four months away from the start of the new season
and a lot can happen between now and then, but with sporting
events getting the go-ahead from the Government to welcome
back spectators at long last, that can only be good news for
speedway.
“We’ll see how football, for example, gets on in the coming
weeks and how they deal with the return of fans.
By the time speedway is ready to get started in April, hopefully
there won’t be any issues, but having said, we already know that
tracks like Scunthorpe successfully ran a handful of meetings this
year with fans in attendance and complied with all of the Covid
regulations, so if there are restrictions still in place come April,
speedway as a sport knows it can deal with them.
I think some of the more pressing problems facing promoters
are not so much Covid related, but more to do with rider
availability.
All the talk in the summer was that we’d keep the teams the
same and retain the same rules and regulations that were in
place for 2020, and in effect just start the 2020 season 12
months late.
But it’s already obvious that not every team will be in a position
to declare the same one-to-seven and changes are going to be
inevitable. The question is, are we going to have enough riders
of sufficient quality available to staff all of the teams in the top
two divisions, given the uncertainty over Brexit and visas,
whether all of the Australians will be coming back and the new
Polish rules?
As things stand, it looks very much as though the British
leagues will be losing riders. Rohan Tungate, for example, has
recently signed a contract in Denmark, having already agreed
terms in the Polish First Division and in Sweden, so that means he
won’t be here.
We all know where the money is in speedway these days and
no one can begrudge riders signing on the dotted line in Poland.
The likes of the British leagues simply cannot compete with the
Poles.
Sometimes, the grass isn’t always greener though. The real top
liners, like Nicki Pedersen, a rider who is coming towards the
end of his career, knows his most lucrative pay cheques are
going to come from Poland, and that potentially poses a major
problem for Sheffield, with whom he signed a 2020 contract
over here.
But lower down the food chain, there are certainly going to be
riders who sign on in Poland, then find themselves just part of a
squad and not getting many meetings, either that or dropped in
no time at all if they don’t score points.
In which case, you do wonder whether they would be better
off signing on with a British club to guarantee more meetings

Andrew Skeels has been on the staff of the
“Star’ since 1983 and moved into the
Editor’s chair in 2018. His nickname of Scun
or Scunny is an easy clue to reveal his
speedway roots but these days (when the
Eagles race) he is often seen at Arlington.
and then pushing for places in Sweden and Denmark too.
When it comes to the reaction of fans I think it will be a mixture
of the crowds coming back but some may have been lost forever.
There are going to be many fans who are desperate to see
some racing again after such a long gap and hopefully that will
lead to a real upwards spike in attendances once we get going
again.
But against that, I think there is a danger we will lose fans too.
One of the huge problems of recent years has been the closure
of tracks, with the likes of Coventry, Workington, Arena-Essex
and Rye House, to name but four, sadly no longer with us. Over
time, their fans simply drift away from the sport with no local
track to attend.
I hope I’m wrong, but the same may well turn out to be true of
the Covid lay-off. The vast majority of people have had no
speedway to watch since the autumn of 2019 and so it’s easy to
believe that some may have drifted away since then.
There will also be those who have sadly been made redundant
and for whom times are much harder, so a night out at the
speedway may not be quite as high on the list of priorities as it
once was.
But let’s be positive, after all the doom and gloom of the last
year and the terrible time that the country has been through, I’m
sure people will be determined to get out and about again by
the time spring comes around to try and a lead a more normal
life, so speedway should reap the benefit of that. Hopefully, at
Speedway Star, we might get a little boost in circulation as well,
because it sure isn’t as healthy as it once was.
As for the World Championship, I think you have to give a big
pat on the back to BSI and the FIM for actually managing to get a
World Championship off the ground this year, given the
circumstances they’ve had to deal with.
I certainly had my doubts at one stage that they would be able
to pull it off, but they did.
Okay, so it wasn’t ideal, having to run so many rounds in
Poland, and personally I wasn’t a fan of the new
two-rounds-in-one-weekend format, which I felt gave a ‘quantity,
not quality’ feel to the whole thing, but I recognise that it was a
case of needs must.
I don’t think there was any change at all in the strength of the
competition, given that it was the same riders competing, but I
do think speedway in this country benefited from the World
Championship going ahead, as well, somewhat ironically, as the
Polish league being available on subscription. With so few
meetings taking place in Britain, the sport at least maintained
something of a public profile via television.
F LY I N G H I G H
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Where now for Speedway?

Mark Simm:
Time for innovations
THE LOSS OF THE 2020 season is a tragic loss for the sport:
rarely had there been such optimism going into a season. Jason
Crump and Nicki Pedersen were back in the UK, the prospects of
watching emerging talents like Dan Bewley, Jaimon Lidsey and
Jack Holder was eagerly anticipated, as was the possibility of Tai
Woffinden being fully fit and challenging again for a World Title.
The 20th British Grand Prix was being hailed as a major
celebration and Eastbourne had made the exciting signing of
Drew Kemp to come together with established racers Lewi,
Richard, Kyle and Edward. Tom Brennan had had a successful
time in Australia and looked to be back to full fitness and young
Jason Edwards had been retained.
Personally, 2020 was my 60th year and I was going to be
celebrating all year: I had a proper ‘bucket’ list.
My daughter was still at Uni in Sheffield so I planned
combining visits to her with trips to watch Nicki Pedersen and
Jack Holder at Owlerton; Sheffield v Belle Vue; plans to go to the
Peter Craven Memorial to watch the return of my idol, Jason
Crump; my plans for flying to Glasgow for the SGP qualifier
taking in a trip to Edinburgh and my Great Adventure to get to
Torun to see a new World Champion crowned for the first time
since 1978.
I even booked to do ‘Ride n Skid it’ at Buxton and finally have a
go on a speedway bike myself. It was going to be a great year
Then it all slowly got binned
Can 2021 recreate the optimism of 2020, what will the sport
have learned from over a year of inactivity? Maybe it hasn’t been
inactive, maybe it has been re-setting itself? Maybe clubs have
been looking for ways to improve the product and upgrading
facilities.
Plymouth certainly have been using the time well and,
apparently, made some significant investment. I heard rumours
of construction activity at Arlington.
Maybe the months of no league racing have led to
developments in mobile apps and presentation techniques and
we can look forward to buying an app, rather than a programme
which offers an electronic score chart and access to commentary
on the racing.
Maybe I can look forward to a live podcast to listen to between
races or be able to watch re-runs of key incidents on my
phone…even if stadiums can’t afford big screens to relay action.
So much is possible via phones these days – providing stadiums
have full internet access, of course.
It’s been interesting that after years of resisting the use of Live
Streaming the banning of crowds has allowed some
experimental broadcasts in this medium. I don’t see it replacing
the thrill of live action but, say, as a means of being able to see
your team ride crucial away fixtures it could be a great revenue
provider or, for elderly or infirm fans unable to attend it could
again be useful.
If it’s reasonably priced then, rather than stopping folks
coming
to live meetings and reducing the takings, it might
Tom realaxes with Leon Flint.
actually add some revenue.
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Crewe's Earle Street Bowl is where Mark
Simm cut his speedway teeth watching the
Kings on (he still maintains) the fastest
track ever in the UK. Now settled in the
south, you will find him on the home
straight at Arlington.

My greatest fear going into 2021 is that promotions will be so
desperate to get turnstiles open again that nothing will have
changed. It’ll be same old, same old.
The consensus earlier this year from promoters appeared to be
that all clubs are keen to ride in 2021 and to keep teams as they
were for the coming season. We just forget that 2020 was meant
to happen. Yet, I don’t see how there won’t be changes, how
many riders will have found alternative employment and be loath
to go back to the uncertainty of life as a Speedway rider?
Already, Ellis Perks has withdrawn, how many more will
follow? I’ve never understood how anyone in Speedway makes
any money, but this year must have put finances under very close
scrutiny.

Mike Hinves

Taylor Lanning

Many of the Eastbourne riders have been in action in 2020 and
performed well, but there’s been no news of Edward and Kyle.
As a supporter, I wonder if they will be back.
The recent Polish ruling about limiting riders participation in
other leagues, must impact on the quality of the British season
and rider availability. I can only see Jason Doyle (as he lives here),
Dan Bewley and a few Aussies settling on the Premiership rather
than Sweden or Denmark. Robert Lambert has always ploughed
his own furrow and has always known what he needs to do to
establish himself at world level and, fair play to him, it’s probably
now, not riding in the UK.
I’m assuming that riders that do travel between countries will
be classed as elite athletes and avoid any border control issues
after Brexit and Eastbourne, with a full roster of Brits should be
immune.
However, Drew and Tom have signed for Polish clubs, both of
which ride at weekends, which makes me wonder how that will
impact on their availability for Eastbourne. I think it’s great for
their careers, they have to do it and it shows how much young
Brits have improved that they can get the attention of foreign
clubs. Have they signed because they are concerned about
being able to ride a full season next year in the UK?
Yet, if riders are lost to the ‘professional’ sport, what if they
want to keep riding for fun? What facility does a modern
Speedway club offer such riders? What is stopping clubs running
‘second halves’ where there could be a wider variety of racing
and meeting – some amateur racing?
Everything in the UK seems to be focused on league racing.
How come the Poles, Swedes and Danes all have leagues of a
similar sizes to the UK, say 8 teams, yet the UK is the only ones
where teams have to ride each other twice?
It’s great that Poole are back in the same league as the Eagles,
but, I don’t want to be watching them ride each other every
month in League, Cup and Challenge matches: I’ll pick and
choose which one meeting I go to watch. Maybe from 2021,
there should be a broader mix of professional league fixtures
and ‘open’ individual meeting…maybe with entry fees and prize
money rather than riders just earning money for points.
Could 2021 give us a wider variety of meetings …providing it’s
not sidecar, I really hate sidecars. It was interesting to see Belle

Vue run the final of the Peter Craven Memorial with six riders.
Yes, not every track is wide enough, but it was an interesting
idea that has to be applauded as trying to offer something
innovative.
Assuming we are starting a 2021 season with spectators at
‘Easter’ (tbc), how many clubs will be back? There has already
been concern about the greyhounds pulling out of Poole and the
implications for running the speedway.
So much of speedway is linked to the success of other sports
like greyhounds or stock cars, and Newcastle and
Wolverhampton could all still have problems. If they could be
separated and speedway could have designated stadiums,
personally speaking it’d be delighted.
For me, my trip to Torun was a major eye-opener in seeing
what a modern Speedway stadium could be. Sitting on actual
seats only metres from the fence. Watching riders racing at close
quarters took me back to leaning on the fence at Earle Street,
Crewe, and Hyde Road, almost feeling the draught off the riders
as they flew past me.
Proper Speedway, as Kelvin Tatum would say. Can I get the
same thrill in the UK, standing behind a dog track or stock car
wall?
The thing I am most looking forward to in 2021 and which I
now don’t see as being linked to the weather, or how the sport is
run in the UK, is the rise of Team GB.
Now taken out of day-to-day control of the BSP Ltd it is
flourishing, and it is a source of great pride. It’s been a curse for
many years – we get a crop of new riders and their development
to a next level gets stifled.
You only have to look at the list of former winners of the British
U-19 or U-21 championship and ask, what happened to them to
see the issue? But no longer.
Under the team GB Banner we can see our kids getting proper
support. I feel genuine optimism that the likes of Dan Bewley,
Drew, Tom, Jason, Anders Rowe, Leon Flint, Kyle Bickley, the
Thompson Twins, Jack Thomas (now he’s back) and Jordan Palin
will be allowed to fullfil their potential and, who knows, in five
years time, along with Tai and Rob Lambert, we could have a
properly competitive full Team GB test squad. That is genuinely
exciting.

Jason Edwards and Richard Lawson in action at the
Eastbourne AG Aerospace Eagles press and
practice day.

F LY I N G H I G H
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Where now for Speedway?

Mark Sexton: Best crop
of young riders in years
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Following the closure of the Arena Essex
Raceway, Mark Sexton is fronting a
campaign to return speedway to its
traditional home in Thurrock, via Thurrock
Hammers Ltd which powers the Eastbourne
Seagulls, the club’s MSDL team.

Kevin Whiting

YOU COULD ASK 100 speedway fans this question and get 100
very different replies as everyone comes at the problem from
their own starting point. Wimbledon in 1973 was where I was
first introduced to speedway so I enjoyed the era of Briggs,
Mauger, Jansson (still my favourite rider of all time) and Collins
but despite the riches on track, the ‘where now?’ question was
on many lips even then.
From West Ham and Wembley at the beginning of the decade
to White City in 1978, too many tracks closed their doors in that
decade, frequently as part of land development rather than
because of a club’s viability.
Here we are in 2020 and the same basic problem around
security of tenure and landlord priorities persist – the recent
experiences at Lakeside, Workington and Rye House are proof of
the challenges the sport is facing. I would, therefore, like to see
an open and frank discussion about what people at the top of the
sport think would be an optimal number of tracks/clubs and
how many teams should come to tapes.
It’s possible to make the case that UK speedway has the best
crop of young riders it’s had in years as the sterling and
farsighted work of Gerald Richter, Neil Vatcher, Martin Hagon
and many others involved at grass roots and youth levels has
started to bear fruit.
This should be a source of great optimism. Speedway GB has
been significantly upgraded by Rob Painter and Vicky Blackwell
and initiatives like ’No Limits’ and the Poultec Academy are
creating solid foundations for aspiring riders.
However, without successful and viable promotions/clubs,
riders who are emerging will be left devoid of opportunities to
show their ability. Speedway is a competitive business and
naturally its clubs and owners are rivals on track but, along the
way, everyone needs to co-operate for the greater good.
I’ve heard it suggested that the National Development League
will be dissolved which would be a major mistake in my opinion.
Look at the number of Premiership and international riders
whose careers started at the lowest level of the sport here in the
UK.
Given the new stricter visa rules that will apply soon and the
ongoing health issues the country is facing, the need for a
robust, home-based pyramid of rider progression has never
been more important.
On that basis, proposals that Premiership clubs commit to
running an entry level (junior) team definitely look sensible but I
have my doubts that it is a move that is primarily motivated by a
desire to assist rider development.
The question of whether there are still too many tracks
operating in the UK therefore remains unanswered but as the
part-owner of Thurrock Hammers Ltd which is a business that
exists primarily to see the return of speedway to SW Essex, it
would be hypocritical of me to claim that we don’t need at least
one more track!
We do find ourselves in a situation, however, where speedway
promotion is becoming concentrated in fewer and fewer hands.

For the sport to thrive, it is important that it looks attractive to
new investment, new owners and new ideas.
In 2018, it was reported that King’s Lynn promoter, Keith
Chapman had taken over at Peterborough and bought a stake in
Ipswich and more and more tracks are operating more than one
team. This is entirely reasonable if these owners have the
necessary stadium access and the supporter/sponsor base to
support themselves but, to me, it is also a scenario that looks
detrimental to clubs/owners that only wish to run a single team
operation, especially at NDL level.
The number of riders doubling up between leagues is
worrying because it makes it more difficult for either the
newcomer or the traditional fan to differentiate the Premier
League from the Championship.
A competition structure which indicates which league is best,
better or merely good would be helpful. No blame can be
attached to the riders for this situation as it’s entirely
understandable that they need as many meetings as possible to
get a return on the considerable investment they make in terms
of money, time and effort.

Mike Hinves

Action from Arlington in 2019 with Richard Lawson
(red) and Edward Kennett (blue), leading from
Newcastle’s Kenneth Bjerre.

The way I see it is that doubling up provides the relatively rich
with more meetings but that means too many riders don’t get
any opportunities at all.
How the sport engages with its fan base is important and there
have been huge improvements in that area. The access to
various social media platforms has provided opportunities to get
our message out to new audiences. Eastbourne and Thurrock
are both fortunate to have the considerable creative expertise of
Ian Smalley on tap and I think we can be assured that both
promotions will be at the forefront of online engagement.
At the end of the day though, we all want to see fans in the
stadium enjoying the truly visceral excitement of our sport in
person and until every club can secure its financial future with
activities and income streams off track, the revenue generated
by supporters who come to our meetings will remain the sport’s
single biggest source of income.
Financial pressures for the last decade have definitely had a
negative impact on attendance levels so providing a value for
money experience is crucial.
Ian Jordan and the promotion at Eastbourne are obviously
keenly aware of this and I think their decision to create the new
Eastbourne Seagulls team is one of their solutions.
The ‘Save Thurrock Hammers’ campaign is absolutely
delighted to be a part of this initiative even though, speaking
personally, it may feel slightly awkward to cheer for an
Eastbourne side after being an Arena Essex/Lakeside fan for
over 30 years!
The MSDL though provides an important entry point to riders
and provides a vital foundation to the progression pyramid. I
know from discussions with people outside the sport that

participation levels are an important indicator of a sport’s health
and can help secure funding.
The relatively low numbers of people who ride speedway is
replicated across many motor sports disciplines so it is important
for all clubs to demonstrate that they are addressing this issue.
Our Hammers fixture at Lydd in October featured all six
Seagulls and was a really valuable and enjoyable exercise both
on and off track with plenty of media interest generated.
I’m confident that after a winter of training and practice, fans at
Arlington will quickly get behind the ‘junior’ side and see them
as very much a part of the whole club.
Looking more broadly, I would love to see the abolition of the
use of rider averages for team building. I think clubs need to
have enough flexibility to field the riders they want.
I don’t believe that cheque book speedway would last very
long as promoters would still need to balance the books but,
almost every season, the top team finishes, say, 40 points above
the bottom team so using averages to construct teams is
demonstrably flawed.
Too often we’ve seen situations where a rider is prevented
from plying their trade because they have an average that’s 0.10
too high which is a nonsense in a sport where points are scored
in whole numbers!
Speedway faces a range of real challenges in order to thrive in
the most competitive sporting environment that the country has
seen in over 80 years. The number and breadth of sports looking
for eyeballs and cash is growing exponentially but I’m still
confident that speedway can meet those challenges as long as
there is open dialogue and collaboration. If I wasn’t, we’d be
closing Thurrock Hammers tomorrow!
F LY I N G H I G H
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Flying High Feature

DEAN
BARKER
at 50

Deano was once dubbed the
“bionic man” for the way he
overcame injuries to race for
the Eastbourne Eagles.
He suffered a catalogue of
dreadful fractures but when
push came to shove he was
there when needed.
Flying High looks back on his
career and finds out what he
is doing now.

Mike Hinves

DEAN BARKER HAD a knack of making speedway racing look
easy. He looked relaxed on a bike and was never seemingly
hustling for speed in the way that Mark Loram always did.
But Dean was fast, as his points scoring record shows, and
you can add to that he was once the joint track record holder
at the fearsome County Ground at Exeter.
The 396 metres track at the Devon circuit (Arlington is 275
metres) was surrounded by an unforgiving sheet metal
“safety” fence and in those days there were no air bags to
cushion a rider if he hit the barrier. Exeter was fast, narrow
and with long straights generated high speeds.
Some riders were “beaten” before they started racing and,
as a spectator, if you stood on the bend in the “line of fire”, it
felt like a stream of machine gun bullets coming towards you
as the field disappeared down the straight. To be joint track
record holder there meant you were both fast and fearless.
Nowadays, Dean is still criss-crossing the country like he
did when racing but at a top speed of 56mph. Like he did in
his racing days, he works for Dugard and drives an HGV
delivering and installing machine tools.
Dean was 50 in August but thinks he should delay reaching
the milestone because he was unable to celebrate properly
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

10
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Mike Hinves

“My brother was signed for Arena and it looked as if I would go
there.” Bob, however, agreed to ring Dean’s father and it was
that phone conversation which led to an enduring Eastbourne
connection.
Dean said: “I had made my mind up that I wanted to ride for
Eastbourne and we did a deal in three minutes. From when I was
15 I knew I was going to race.”

Mike Hinves

He said: “I still work for Dugard’s and drive the lorry and take
and install the machinery they sell. If it is bigger than what I can
carry, it goes by another lorry which is crane-assisted at the other
end but we still install them. One I recently put in was 14-tonne
and one I am putting in after Christmas is 16-tonne,” he said.
“They will range from four-tonne to 50-tonne.”
Dugard’s has a comprehensive selection of CNC machine tools
and Dean will be out on the road with usually one other person
meaning they can share the driving, which extends distances
covered.
Dean, who now lives in Berkshire with his partner, gained his
lorry licence when he retired from racing.
His motor-cycle interest goes back to when he was a tiny child
and going to a motocross track near his home in West London
where he used to potter about on a little motorbike.
“We used to go to Wimbledon and then we took up junior
grass track in the Salisbury area. I stopped when I was about 12
as I was not that interested in it but my brother (Sean) carried on
riding and I used to go over to the local woods on my pushbike. I
wanted to spend time with my friends rather than racing all the
time. Then I bought a motocross bike and you could use that in
the woods but when I was about 13/14 I went to Weymouth
Speedway where there was a two-valve speedway bike,” he said.
It was that trip to Dorset which sparked the beginning of a long
and illustrious career which saw him ride for his country.
“I hopped on the two-valve Jawa and I was enjoying myself. We
went there every week and Lew Coffin was running the training
schools. A couple of weeks later my dad bought me a Weslake so
I had gone from a two-valve to a four-valve. I found it very easy to
ride,” Dean told us.
The next step was to go to Milton Keynes where former rider
Bob Humphreys was running training schools and where Dean’s
dad eventually bought the track. By this time Dean was having
rides after the meeting at Arena Essex and Wimbledon.
He said: “I became friends with Paul Dugard and he invited me
down to Eastbourne.
“I was riding round there after a meeting and Bob Dugard
came up to me and said ‘I don’t think you can ride here anymore
because of your links with Arena Essex and Wimbledon’.

F LY I N G H I G H
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Mike Patrick (The John Somerville Collection)

Dean in the colours of Oxford Cheetahs
where he spent three seasons riding alongside
four time world champion Hans Nielsen

taught me a fair bit of stuff.
He said: “All that time from 86 to 93, I
never had taken speedway that serious. It
was a living, I could ride the bike but I
could have done a lot better for myself.
After that night at Coventry, I spoke with
Neil Evitts who was British Champion. We
struck a deal and a friendship and he built

all my bikes for the 94 season. He got my
engines from Otto Lantenhammer in
Germany. Neil built all my bikes. He lightened
everything and come 1994 I was fresh and
sharp. I just felt so confident and started the
season off like a train and kept it up.
“I had the mental attitude that I was not
going to get beaten by anyone.

Mike Hinves

Dean had an early taste of success
and went into the Eastbourne team three
weeks after his 16th birthday and became
part of that year’s KO Cup winning team.
“It was very exciting but I was very
nervous and obviously inexperienced,”
he said.
The first big setback to his career came
in 1989 when he crashed at Hackney.
The following season he was set to
move up to the top league with Oxford,
where Martin Dugard was riding. At that
time the Eagles were in division two –
then called the National League.
Fortunately, he was fit to sign for Oxford
the following year and he did three
seasons at Cowley before returning to
Arlington. In the Eagles team at that time
were Martin Dugard, Peter Nahlin and
Andrew Silver.
Dean commented: “I had some good
meetings for Oxford but I was never
consistent. As the season was ending, I
beat Hans Nielsen at Coventry who I had
ridden with for three years and who had

Deano’s injury hampered Eagles quest for glory
DEAN CRASHED and badly broke his arm in a match at
Arlington against Wolverhampton. Every spectator in the
stadium knew how serious it was because of the length of
time it took to free the rider from his bike.
Up until that moment, the 1997 season had been shaping
up well for the Eagles. They were through already to the KO
Cup final but in the final analysis Eastbourne could not
12
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match Bradford who won the league with 62 points – nine clear
of the Eagles.
It appeared the Sussex side might end the season without
any silverware when they were dumped out of the Craven
Shield by King’s Lynn but in the KO Cup final there was total joy
with Poole beaten both home and away for a 50-point
aggregate victory.

“I grew that year. I hardly got beaten round Eastbourne and I
think I had one of the highest home averages in the league. And
my away average wasn’t bad.
“I was being invited to meetings in Germany, Denmark and
things were really going well. The following season, it was the
same again. I kept with Neil and then I broke my wrist in a crash
with Paul Hurry at Eastbourne.
“After that I didn’t have much movement in my wrist. I got
called up to the World Pairs when John Louis was manager but I
couldn’t do it. It was broken but it wouldn’t repair. I spent a few
weeks in plaster and once that was off I remember riding good
again and we went to Poole where we had to win. At the end, I
beat Lars Gunnestad who was absolutely flying but I aggravated
my wrist problems.”
And, it was that, which was to cause disaster a few nights later
at Arlington.
Dean recalls: “That was against Exeter. I got round the first
corner and I hit a bit of grip. I had the throttle on but with my
wrist I could not shut it off and the bike kept on going and going
on the back wheel and I could not shut it off.
“I hit the fence and hit the pole behind and broke my tib, fib,
ankle with compound fractures with two bones sticking out of
the leg.”
It was a dreadful end to the season when everything had come
together for Dean in the last two seasons.
As Eastbourne celebrated winning the 1995 league, he was in
Eastbourne DGH and, of course, missed the celebrations ...and
all of the following season.
Dean was back on track in 1997 and by this time the lay-down
engine was in the ascendancy, making him a year behind
everyone else with how they worked and the techniques to ride
successfully.
However, he started the season pretty well and made it
through the Overseas Final at Bradford to go on to the GP
Challenge where the prize was a place in the following year’s
Grand Prix series.
“The week before the Challenge I was hit up the back by Flop
(David Norris) going into the corner and broke my humerus in my
arm. I was out cold but I know they had to take the bike apart to
get my arm out but I was out of the game properly. I woke up to
find I had no feeling in my hand and arm. My radial nerve was
snapped and I had to go through a long period of recovery.”
It was now that Dean did have some good fortune.
We tell the remarkable story of how he came back from injury in
the second part of the Dean Barker at 50 story in the January
issue of Flying High.

Mike Hinves

...come 1994 I just felt so
confident and started the
season off like a train and kept it up.
I had the mental attitude that I was
not going to get beaten by
anyone. I grew that year.

Deano’s Eastbourne
career in numbers
Matches Rides Points BP Total Average

1986
Dean Barker

1987
Dean Barker

1988
Dean Barker

1989
Dean Barker

1993
Dean Barker

1994
Dean Barker

1995
Dean Barker

CLICK TO
WATCH VIDEO

1997
Dean Barker

National League
and Knock-Out Cup
14

45

27

8

35

3.11

13

98

5.16

51

302

7.37

19

257

9.02

45

343

7.04

38

532

8.98

16

367

9.35

National League
and Knock-Out Cup
21

76

85

National League
and Knock-Out Cup
32

164

251

National League
and Knock-Out Cup
24

114

238

British League
and Knock-Out Cup
37

195

298

British League
and Knock-Out Cup
47

237

494

Premier League
and Knock-Out Cup
32

157

351

Elite League, Knock-Out Cup
and Craven Shield
31

153

250

30

280

7.32

Additional Information and Statistics courtesy of Ken Burnett
F LY I N G H I G H
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THAT

MOMENT
Last month we featured Simon Gustaffson flying over the safety fence. This
month it is Georgie Wood’s bike doing the high jump in much the same place
as Simon did. You can see how instinct kicks in when there is such a crash –
Georgie has his hand over his helmet to protect himself! Picture: Mike Hinves.
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01323 763212

Hailsham Rd, Stone Cross, East Sussex BN24 5BU
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YOU CANNOT MISTAKE the all-action style on the
Arlington junior track of Edward Kennett.
It makes a perfect comparison with our
Hailsham-based star in full flight during the 2019
season. We are able to bring you this Then and
Now feature in Flying High thanks to incident
recorder, Pete Lulham.
He has a collection of photographs shot over a
number of years of up and coming riders taking
their early speedway rides.
Mike Hinves was the man with the camera for
the modern-day shot

Mike Hinves

Pete Lulham

EDWARD
KENNETT
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Tiffani Graveling

New air fence
project
PLANS to buy a new Speedway air fence
for Arlington are in train.
The replacement will be brought in
during the winter of 2021/2022 in
readiness for the start of the 2022 season.
A number of factors led to the club’s
directors to commission Champion
Products to design and install the new
fence.
The safety of all riders is of paramount
importance and all Speedway tracks and
stadia are regularly checked and
inspected by both SCB officials and at
every match by the referee.
An air-fence, like anything else, has a
"shelf life”.
Following an inspection of the existing
one and taking into account referees’
reports from the 2019 season, the club
has proactively decided to schedule a
change to a newer model next winter.
An air fence can be repaired and over
the 2019 season Eastbourne Speedway
spent in the region of £3,000 at various
times on repairs to the bags and an added
sum on top of that to replace and repair
some of the rubber mats at the bottom of
the fence.
The current model is operated by petrol
blowers, which is somewhat outdated
and brings its own health and safety
concerns. Last year’s terrifying crash
between Kevin Doolan and Lewi Kerr in
the Berwick match showed how effective
an air fence can be.
Sadly, we saw with Tom's injury that
they cannot always prevent serious
accidents. It's imperative though that the
club has the best and most up to date
option going forwards.
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Another factor is the desire, if possible,
to stage Speedway practice and training
sessions and usage of the air fence is vital
to that.
The safety of recreational or less expert
riders is another vital consideration.
Whilst the existing fence is perfectly fit
for purpose, it is better to plan and be
proactive rather than to be reactive.
Nuneaton-based Champion Products,
which is responsible for many air fences in
both the UK and across Europe, will design
and install the new fence.
There are two options:
1. A traditional air fence which would be
a brand new and updated version of what
is currently used.
2. A more expensive but equally
effective foam fence.
Those who travel around the British
tracks will perhaps have seen the foam
fences at King’s Lynn and Glasgow, whilst
Leicester have an excellent more
traditional air fence.
The new Eastbourne fence will benefit
from being built to totally up-to-date FIM
specifications. New FIM standards were
delayed last year but the club understands,
may well be implemented early in 2021.
Whilst all current fences will still be
approved, it does mean that by waiting until
next winter, if the FIM enhance and upgrade
specifications, Eastbourne Speedway will
be at the front of the queue to have the most
up to date derivative of the product.
It will allow Eastbourne to consider
making an application for FIM authorised
events and to see if the track can become
fully FIM compliant, as opposed to having
to seek a "temporary FIM License" should
we be offered the opportunity to tender
for big FIM meetings in the future.
There is a specific added issue in that

Speedway shares the stadium with stock
cars and that requires the air and board
fences to be installed and removed with
regularity, an onerous and highly physical
task that has to take place regularly,
especially in the summer months when
the weekly stock car meetings are staged.
It is a task that takes at least three
physically fit people around six hours to
install and take down, so we will be
looking carefully at what time savings we
may be able to make as part of the design
and installation of the new fence.
The approximate costs of the two types
of Fence (prior to any FIM specification
changes) are in the region of £20-25,000
for an air fence and £40-45,000 for a
foam fence. A foam fence should last
longer and may be easier to install and
has no requirement for "blowers" but
adequate and safe storage of huge foam
filled bags is an issue to consider, as is the
initial installation, which at Glasgow took
a group of about 30 fit volunteers and
experts a weekend to complete, and no
doubt copious amounts of Irn-Bru.
The "Air Fence Fund" will, therefore, be
an important ally to help partially fund the
cost to be borne by the Directors to
ensure that the task is completed on
schedule, so the proceeds of 50% of the
50/50 prize competition will certainly be
put to good use. Eastbourne Speedway
will also ensure that regular contributors
to the 50/50 Fund have their support
acknowledged by their names on panels
adjacent to the Pits Gate.
If any companies / groups or
individuals would like to sponsor a panel
and have their details prominently
displayed on the panel, the club will be
outlining options later in the summer of
2021.

Were you at
Ellesmere Port when
we won the cup?
EASTBOURNE Speedway won the KO Cup
on aggregate in 1985 at Ellesmere Port. If
you were there, it is a cup final you will
never forget.
The tie and particularly the second leg
will be part of the January edition of Flying
High.
We will be diving again into the John
Ling archive for information but we would
like you memories of that famous date in
Cheshire. What do you remember? How
did you feel? Did you think the Eagles
would do it?
Send your memories to flyinghigh@eastbourne-speedway.com
And, thank you to Dave Earl for
suggesting we turn the spotlight on this
match.

90+ glorious years
of Eastbourne
Speedway
LONG-TIME fan Delia Cottingham wrote
to us with some fascinating background
on Arlington Stadium after reading the
first edition of Flying High.
“The history of the Eagles is so interesting. An old uncle of mine helped build
the track and I do have a friend whose
father and mother both helped over at
the track in those early years,” she wrote.
“Her mother used to attend to the
injured riders – no medical training then.
She used to pick out the cinders from
injuries with tweezers!
“My friend's father was Frank Chitty
who helped build the track and rode with
Charlie Dugard. She has shown me some
absolutely fantastic photos from those
early years (pictured). I also have in my
possession, which my friend kindly gave
me, a receipt or delivery note (see
photograph) for 5 yards of clinker ash. It
was received by "Carter" on behalf of
Arlington Speedway dated 3rd August
1937. I also have (see photograph) an
invoice from Sussex Printers Ltd dated 8th
July 1938 for 275 Royal Posters. E. Thorne
was the chief pit marshal. [Royal refers to
poster size and is nothing to do with the
Queen and Royal Family.]
“My friend regularly
used to be over at the
track when she was
young and her friends
were the Dugards. I can
imagine the mischief
they got up to.”

The 50/50 draw
EASTBOURNE SPEEDWAY has introduced
a simpler and far more transparent 50/50
Draw to replace the TeamBuilder prize
draw. The aim is for at least 100
participants each month. The cost will be
£10 per month for one number, and you
can buy as many shares and numbers as
you wish.
Monthly prizes: 50% of the total fund
each month, which will be announced
before each draw, will be allocated in
prize money and 50% will go to the club
to fund a new air fence.
If the total pot is £1000 – 50% will be in
the prize pot, of which 60% will be first
prize and there will be two further prizes
of 25% and 15%.
As an example, if the total pot is £1,000
there will be a prize pot of £500 (50%) –
1st Prize is £300, 2nd is £125 and 3rd is
£75. The remaining 50% (£500) will go to
the “Air Fence Fund” The draw will be
made early each month (either via the
Eagles website, or at the stadium at a live
match) and will be conducted using a
computerised “Random Draw Generator”
for full transparency.
How to take part: There are some
numbers already allocated to
ex-TeamBuilder members who subscribe
by standing order. Their ongoing support
is very much appreciated.
The process for new 50/50 members is
very simple. If you want to reserve a
number for the current draw simply notify
us an available number via our Facebook
channel. Please note to ensure you can
enter into the draw, you MUST answer on
the Official Facebook thread and NOT one
that is shared elsewhere). We will add your
name to the list. Once we have 100 names
/ numbers the draw will be CLOSED. We
will then advise everyone via email, of
how to pay (Paypal using any Debit or
Credit Card or Fastpay Bank Transfer).
Please do NOT attempt to pay until you
receive that e-mail.

First prizewinner in the new 50/50 draw is Mike Parks,
who you will usually find on the other side of the
camera lens.

You will be confirmed in the draw once
payment is received.
The draw will be done by automated
number generation. If a number is drawn
that is not allocated – we will re-generate
until we have three confirmed winners.
The first draw for December has taken
place and the winners were: 1st Mike
Parks, 2nd Ann Marie Roberts, 3rd
Michelle Rideout.
We are aware that many want to have
recurring numbers and have set up Direct
Debits / Standing Orders or recurring
Paypal payments. We will update the
Draw Database with these details and on
FRIDAY, December 18, we'll re-open the
Draw for anyone who wants to join for
the January 1st Draw.
The added flexibility of the 50/50
Draw will allow us to have more than 100
numbers and we will make extra tranches
of 25 numbers available when required.
This will increase the PRIZE Fund and
Prizes available, and of course be an
added boost to the Air Bag Fund.
If you joined the December Draw and
want to retain your number, can you
please contact us at
eeteambuilder@gmail.com before
midday on Thursday, December 17.

CLICK TO
LEARN MORE

F LY I N G H I G H

19

Sid Greatley

Sid Greatley, photo by Jeff Scott and published in his
book Shale Britannia.

ARLINGTON “first bender” Sid Greatley
has died. He was 87 years old and leaves
a widow, Doreen, five children and many
grandchildren and great grandchildren.
He first saw speedway in 1946 at
Wimbledon and became an avid Dons fan
with Ronnie Moore his favourite rider.
Sid switched to the Eagles at the
demise of Wimbledon.
One of his best pals and traveling
companion on his jaunts watching the
Eagles was the late Dave Freeborn, a
former Eagle.
Sid’s son Stuart remembers his Dad:
“Sid lived in Dorking and like myself was
horrified when our dear Plough Lane
closed in 1991. I remember him saying to
me, ‘we will have to give it a go at
Eastbourne’, although you can remember
the rivalry between the Dons and the
Eagles back in the NL days.
“Off to Arlington he went and very
quickly started following the Eagles in the
same way as he did the Dons, not even
the loss of his driving licence for six
months stopped him! (there is always the
train, he said). His Vauxhall Nova or
Vauxhall Corsa with stickers all over the
back window was everywhere!
“At Eastbourne his favourite was Martin
Dugard. He said Martin was the nearest
he had seen to Ronnie Moore and was
always waxing lyrical on Martin’s ability to
team ride just like Ronnie. I think his stand
out moments would have been when he
saw Ronnie winning his World Finals and
Martin winning the Grand Prix at
Coventry.
“He was in Tenerife at the time and
insisted the coverage of the Grand Prix
was put on in the hotel bar and
proceeded to cheer Martin on, much to
the bemusement of the other
holidaymakers but he wanted to watch
20
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the Speedway. What could be wrong
with that! He stood on the first bend at
Arlington and was always a nightmare to
get out of the stadium. He would have
stayed until Sunday I think. His deck chair
always getting in the way in his later
years.
“He would go anywhere, any day for
Speedway and could always be seen at
Eagles away meetings with his friends Tim
Morris, Tom Edwards and Pete Stanger,
along with myself.
“We have always been a Speedway
family and I was talking to my brother Rob
(a Poole fan, never popular with the Old
Man) and we were looking back at being
taken to places like Halifax on a Saturday
night, it seemed a different world back
then. My sister Janet and I still watch the
Eagles. I go to as many meetings home or
away as possible and in 2021, I will try to
do them all, well, if Sid could do it in his
80s...
“We are hoping with Ian Jordan’s help
to organise a Rider of the Night trophy at
a meeting in 2021 in Sid’s memory.”

OBITUARY:

Ray Robinson
EASTBOURNE SPEEDWAY meant so much
to Ray Robinson who died on November
14, aged 75.
He leaves the widow Hanneke,
daughter Lynette, son Steve and several
grandchildren.
Ray has been a keen motorsport fan,
closely following F1 and when son Steve
was young he took him to watch speedway at the Plough Lane home of the
Wimbledon Dons. Ray moved to Spain
with his second wife Hanneke for a while
but returned to England to live in
Hastings after she became ill.
Unsurprisingly, Ray picked up the
speedway watching habit again and

A photograph of Sid featured in the
Shale Britannia book by speedway
author, Jeff Scott, who also watches
speedway at Arlington.
Jeff said Sid was a real character and, of
course, such a passionate Eagles fan.
“To my mind, he typifies the passion,
dedication, knowledgeability and
affability of speedway fans generally, not
just Eastbourne. Even his car had real
character,” Jeff said. “There was
something reassuring about seeing Sid
absolutely everywhere Eastbourne rode.
“It didn’t feel like an away meeting until
you saw Sid in his Eagles gear (keen to tell
you his latest optimistic thoughts on the
team or speedway). Even better,
afterwards you often passed him driving
in the middle lane of motorways – well
below the speed limit – with his car back
and side windows totally obscured as
festooned with stickers (from all the
places he’d been on trips or holidays).”
Eastbourne Speedway sends it
condolences to the family and friends of
Sid Greatley. RIP.

became a big fan of the Eagles. He loved
speedway racing because he could get
close to the thrilling action and walk
round the pits and talk to riders.
The friendly atmosphere of the sport
was also a big attraction and he liked
nothing more than walking round the
pits, chatting to people and just enjoying
the whole speedway night out.
Son Steve has wonderful memories of
his childhood and bonding with his dad
through speedway ...and that continued
into adulthood where you would find Dad
and Son together on the Arlington
terraces. Speedway racing has helped
give them a lifetime of happy memories.
Eastbourne Speedway sends it
condolences to the family and friends of
Ray Robinson. RIP.

Ray Robinson is pictured at Arlington on his last visit in April 2019 with son Steve (left) and son-in-law, Nick.

Mike Hinves

OBITUARY:

Prize-winning Paul

Flying High an
‘absolute winner’

JOINT press officer Paul Watson has done
well in speedway related competitions
this year.
If you see him out walking on a cold
day, he will probably be proudly sporting
his Richard Andrews Racing bobble hat.
It was won in a competition run by the
Plymouth and former Eagles riders on his
Facebook page.
And, more recently Paul – who comes
from King’s Lynn – won a copy of Kelvin
Tatum’s in a competition via the West
Norfolk club’s Twitter feed.
He is convinced he won the book
because his Tweet mentioned an
impeccable Tatum maximum at King’s
Lynn when the star rider turned
commentator rode “every lap exactly the
same” for what Paul recalls was six races.

Win a £50
Marston’s voucher!
WE’RE OFFERING Eagles and Speedway
fans across the UK the chance to win a
£50 voucher from our Media Partner
Marston’s, in our Flying High Christmas
competition.
To join in, simply follow the Eagles on
our official Facebook, Twitter or
Instagram accounts, and stay tuned for a
special Christmas social post which will
be launching imminently.
The voucher can be redeemed in any
Marton’s pub across the UK from January
2021 onwards. Full competition details
will be provided over on the Eagles
website. We would like to send our
thanks to Leigh Capon and Marston’s for
their festive generosity and their on-going
support and backing of the club.

THE first edition of Flying High was well
received by Eagles fans and the Speedway community more widely.
Our team was delighted with your kind
words, feedback and suggestions for
future editions.
We were also pleased to receive a
“write-up” from Peter Oakes in his Off the
Beaten Track column in the Speedway
Star. Here’s how Peter summed up Flying
High:
“The first edition is an absolute winner
with the content being a heady mix of old
and new, all packaged in a hugely
impressive production with plenty to
read, lots to look at and also enough to
keep the club’s sponsors happy.”
And later on, Peter wrote:
“There’s an abundance of superb
pictures and it is all pulled together by
master designer Barry Cross who has
been responsible for the award-winning
Eagles match magazine in recent years.”
And remember: Flying High is FREE.
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STAFF CARD
NUMBER 2:

John Gocher
We turn the spotlight on
volunteers who play a big part
behind the scenes in making sure
everything is all right on the night.
This month, John Gocher.
Q: What do you do on a speedway night?
A: I am now pit marshal. You check the
riders when they come in and make sure
that they are in the right places and
generally keep an eye on what is going
on. If you see something that might be
untoward you speak to the machine
examiners or the clerk of the course.
If riders have too many people in their pit
bay, you clear them away. It’s all about
keeping control of what is going on in the
pits and allowing the machine examiners
to have the time to do their jobs without
interference.
You are also there to help the clerk of the
course with any other jobs that need
doing.
Q: How did you become involved?

John Gocher at Arlington with Chris Schramm

Q: When did you start watching
speedway and where?
A: I had been involved in grasstrack racing
in the mid 1960s as a passenger in a
sidecar but in the end we didn’t have the
money to compete.
We thought we had good machinery but
people were just steaming past us and we
had to stop.
I went to Arlington one day to watch stock
cars but it wasn’t stock cars, it was
Speedway. I have been going ever since.
That was towards the end of the 1969
season and I only saw about four or five
weeks.

When it started in 1970 I started to go
every week. We were lucky to have lots of
local matches – Canterbury, Crayford,
Romford and Hackney.
There was a spell when I worked away and
wasn’t quite to regular at Arlington. I was
living in lodgings in Manchester and the
landlady’s brother was Dave Trownson and
I ended up driving him all round the
country for matches.
Being based in Manchester, I was often
able to see the Eagles away from home.
There were so many Speedway tracks in
the north and the north west at that time.
Q: What was speedway’s attraction?
A: You are so close and the fact that you
can see everything. You can see the whole
race unfold in front of you.

A: It all started when there was a request
for more people to help out on race-days
and I started out as a ‘pusher’. I then
helped at the start gate and then became
pit marshal around 35 years ago. After a
few years of doing that I became a
machine examiner.

Q: Who is your favourite Eagle and why?

I did that until about six years ago when I
reverted to pit marshal.

If you want to ask one other question,
my most unpopular, that would be
Matej Zagar.

You also have to do the environmental
side of things.
For that you have to ensure:
• all the loos have paper towels;
• the speakers are pointing into the
stadium (not out);
• the bins have been emptied,;
• the turnstile area is tidy;
• the waste disposal is in place and the
pits; and
• environmental mats are beneath the
bikes.

A: That’s very, very simple. There is only
one rider - Nicki P [Pedersen]. You get what
you see on the tin but at the same time he
is very easy to talk to. I also liked Lee
Richardson and when the wake for Rico
was held at Arlington, Nicki P was there.

John was born in Brighton and now lives in Lewes which has a huge Bonfire tradition. He
is a member of the Cliffe Society and is pictured during November 5 celebrations.
For our readers who are unfamiliar with Bonfire (note the capital B): Bonfire in many
Sussex towns and villages is celebrated with parades through the streets with
participants carrying flaming torches.
The ‘season’ begins on the first Saturday of September and runs through until nearly
Christmas.
Lewes is regarded as the Bonfire capital of the world and its celebrations sees the town
packed with thousands of people to witness a whole series of processions during the
evening from the six Lewes Bonfire societies who are joined by other societies, from
around the county.
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On Two Minutes...

Nathan Ablitt
Mike Hinves

EASTBOURNE ASSET

EAGLETS COLOURING IN
Here’s an action picture of
Nathan Ablitt to colour in, use
the photo above for reference
of Nathan’s race suit colours.
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■ Answers of the Vinnie Joe Foord

Spot The Difference in last month’s issue

1. How did you first get involved with speedway?
I first got involved with speedway when my Dad & I were
looking for something for me to do when I was younger, so we
decided to go down to the old junior track at Eastbourne. I rode
there on a PW50 when I was about 4 years old. From there I
started to take it a bit more seriously – I started riding at Lydd
Speedway, which was great, as well as the old Hagon Shocks
academy at Lakeside, under Gerald Richter, who was a great
help for me, and that’s really where we started.
2. Talk us through your career so far
When I was 10 years old in 2014, I entered the British Youth
Championships, which are run by Neil Vatcher, which was great
fun. In 2016 I won the British Youth Championships on a 150cc. I
moved up to the 250cc in 2017, and I won the British
Championship on a 250cc in 2018. I did the European
Championships in Denmark as well, along with a few meetings
abroad in Germany in 2018. In 2019 I moved up to the 500cc,
which was also my first year in the National League. Obviously
2020 was a bit of a write off, but we are looking good for 2021.

Nathan Ablitt signs as an Eastbourne asset, with Trevor Geer.

6. What’s the worst thing about speedway?

I would say my favourite rider is probably Robert Lambert. I think
what he has done at such a young age is inspiring all the young
riders in this country. I love the way he rides and how he is.
Being so young and what he has done I think every young rider
should be looking at him, so I’ll say Robert Lambert.

The worst thing of speedway is probably the traveling and the
cost of traveling. Most meetings now a days are far away, and it
takes a long time to get there, but it is all part of it. I’d also say
the sacrifices that every rider has to make. I’ve been riding since
I was 4, so there’s a lot of stuff from my childhood that you have
to miss out on, but I’m sure all riders will agree that it’s all worth
it for where we want to be and where we are going.

4. Which is your favourite track and why?

7. What are your hopes and aims for 2021?

I would say my favourite track is probably Belle Vue. I think that
is probably similar to a lot of other riders in this country. I think it
is the best track in the country. Its purpose built, and I think it is
one of the top tracks in the world. You see the GB boys riding on
it, it is so nice to ride. You can race, it is consistent, a real fast
track. I have also been lucky enough to ride at Cardiff a couple
of times. I do not think anything really beats Cardiff, but I’d say
Belle Vue in terms of a league track. It is one of the best in the
country.

In 2021 I want to have a good year at Mildenhall, a successful
year. And get a year under my built, injury free, and be
consistent form wise in the National League, and hopefully get
some rides and prove myself for Eastbourne in the
Championship as well and hopefully establish myself for 2022.

5. What is the best thing about riding a speedway bike?

9. Other than speedway what else are you in too?

I would say the best thing about riding a speedway bike, I think
it’s got to be the feeling of winning! At the end of the day, that is
the reason why we do it, we’re all there to win at the end of the
day. The adrenaline you get from riding and competing with the
others around you, obviously with no brakes, and it is such close
racing, but I don’t think anything beats that feeling on winning.

When I’m not riding, I play a lot of football at college and also
outside of college, which I enjoy. I also play a lot of other sports,
including rugby. I think it helps take your mind of things and
helps keep you fit as well. Obviously, my training for speedway
also takes up a lot of time as well, so those are the kind of things
I get up to when I’m not riding.

3. Who is your favourite rider and why?

8. How do you combine speedway with college?
Luckily enough, I go to a Sports Academy, and they let me have
time off for Speedway, they’re good like that.

10. What is your ambition within the sport?
Within speedway I just want to go as far as I can go really. I don’t
want to set any aims or targets that I say I need to hit but, I want
to go as far as I can, I want to be the best that I can be for my
clubs. I want to have a successful career with them as well, and
hopefully as far as I can go means representing my country and
riding at the top level. That’s really what I want to do.

CLICK TO
WATCH VIDEO

Obviously, I want to say a huge thank you to all my sponsors that
have helped me so far in my career. Without them, none of this,
and where we are now wouldn’t be possible, so a huge thank
you to them. And I want to say a big thank you to Macey
Industrial Fixings. They’ve been with me a few years now and
have really helped support me and my racing. People like Touch
Tec really helped me out last year at Kent, and hopefully we can
continue that this year. As you can see (in the video) there’s a lot
of people behind me, who have helped me in my career, and
we’re thankful to them. Obviously if any one is interested in
sponsoring me, that would be really appreciated and would be
brilliant. – Please contact either my Dad or myself, or get in
touch via the Flying High magazine here:
flyinghigh@eastbourne-speedway.com
F LY I N G H I G H

Mike Hinves

Mike Hinves

11. A shout out to your sponsors
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GREETINGS
Wishing Everyone
A Merry Christmas.
Here's to a Happy New Year
watching live speedway again!
Delia Cottingham
John and Kevin Ling
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Looking forward to seeing
you both at Arlington
Best wishes, Paul

Merry Christmas to all at
Eastbourne Speedway
Looking forward to seeing you
all next April!

Wishing everyone associated with
Eastbourne Eagles Speedway
a very merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
Best wishes, Colin Knight
Wishing all Eagles, Hammers and
Speedway fans across the globe a Happy
Christmas and a safe & prosperous
New Year, with lots of trackside action.
Ian - The Creative Doc Productions
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THANKS TO THE HG AEROSPACE EAGLES
RACE SUIT SPONSORS 2020/2021
EDWARD KENNETT

LEWI KERR

RICHARD LAWSON

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

TRIANGLE
FIRE SYSTEMS

KEVIN & DEAN
TOOKEY

SOUTH EAST
METAL SERVICES LTD

KYLE NEWMAN

TOM BRENNAN

DREW KEMP

JASON EDWARDS

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

WAYNE
CLARKE

JC
REFRIGERATION

THE PARRY
FAMILY

M SHUTTLEWOOD
LTD

Mobile Disco
Eastbourne / Sussex

www.elitediscos.net
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90 Glorious Years of
Eastbourne Speedway
PART TWO : THE 1940s
1. World War Two left the Arlington
track in a mess. On first sight, it
seemed as if the circuit has totally
disappeared through wartime use
by the Canadians. A thick cover of
thistles, muck and rubble covered
the place.
2. Charlie Dugard bought the place
outright and set about getting the
place ship-shape. The track had
sunk by 2ft but it was still there.
After hours of work, the place was
ready at the first post war
meeting which was on July 14,
1946, where Charlie won the
handicap event

Eastbourne Speedway can trace its roots right back to the
beginnings of the sport in Britain. All being well, in season
2021, the HG Aerospace Eagles will celebrate the club’s
90th+ anniversary. In the build-up to the big day, we are
featuring some highlights from the past, thanks to author
Ken Burnett, who is a member of our media team. This
year, the 1940s. You can read a much more detailed
account on our website.

3. Speedway was entering a boom
period and Eastbourne became
members of the new third
division of the National League in
1947 along with Hanley (Stoke),
Southampton, Exeter, Wombwell
(near Barnsley), Plymouth,
Tamworth and Cradley Heath.
4. The new era of semi-professional
league racing began at Arlington
on Saturday, April 19, 1947, at
6pm with a challenge fixture
against Hanley. The Eagles won
49-29.

Eastbourne Eagles, Third Division Champions 1947
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Picture caption to come

5. Peter Robinson became the first post war winner of the Sussex
Championship on May 10, 1947.

6. Eastbourne were defeated in their
very first home league match
when, on May 17, Southampton
Aces played their trump cards
and defeated the Eagles 46-35 at
Arlington. The response from the
embarrassed Sussex outfit was
instant – an away win at
Tamworth 44-40.
7. Eastbourne took the third
division title but could not do the
double, losing to Tamworth in the
final.
8. Speedway lost money at
Eastbourne in 1947 and Charlie
Dugard moved the whole
operation along the coast to the
Pilot Field, Hastings. This site had
a proper stadium – Arlington was
really just a track in the Sussex
countryside – and was near a
large centre of population.
9. Arlington ran a number of open
meetings in 1948 as well as
training sessions. Sadly, on the
day Wally Green won the Sussex
Championship, Eric Dunn
crashed and died two days later
in hospital.
10. There were no meetings at
Arlington in 1949, although the
Eagles rode away at Rye House
where they lost 40-38. One
Eastbourne rider that day was
Ken Middleditch, the father of
Neil Middleditch, who was later to
ride for Eastbourne in the 1970s
and is now team manager at
Poole.

Ken Tidbury, Eagles’ Captain

Ken Middleditch and Jock Grierson.

11. Over at Hastings, the track
was around the football
pitch which gave it a strange
shape: four sharp corners,
two long straights and two
short straights. Originally
there was also a kink in the
track opposite the pits that
made a fifth bend, but this
was straightened after
complaints from riders.
12. The Hastings Saxons
opened in front of a 5,000
crowd and saw the home
team beat Hanley 44-39.

13. Speedway was a hit in Hastings ...but
not with all. Thirteen ratepayers
formed a group called: Kill Hastings
Speedway.
14. The group said the noise from
speedway bikes was a public nuisance.
They took their case to the High Court
and won. The brief flowering of
speedway in the 1066 town was over.

CLICK TO
LEARN MORE
All photographs courtesy of Ken Burnett

Eastbourne team, 1947
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Happy Speedway Families

No 2: NOEL & SUE KING
WHEN YOU HAVE STOOD on the terraces
and cheered on the Eagles in Germany
and Poland you can well and truly call
yourselves super fans.
Meet Noel and Sue King, members of
the ‘White City gang’ who became loyal
followers of Eastbourne once the Rebels’
track closed in West London.
And not only are they regulars at
Arlington and at away tracks when the
Eagles are in action, they support a
Swedish club and make regular trips to
watch Valsarna.
That’s commitment and they can lay a
fair claim for helping get Fredrik Lindgren
fixed up with Wolverhampton – so they
know a good rider when they see one.
Noel first saw speedway at Wembley
when the ‘Twin Towers’ club made a brief
reappearance in British speedway but he
had no idea what he was going to see as
he made his way to the stadium that
Saturday night.
He said: “A few friends said they were
going to Wembley to see speedway. I had
never ever heard of speedway at that
stage and I didn’t know what it was.
“I went on a whim and was amazed

Speedway has always
prided itself on being
a family sport and in
this feature we turn
the spotlight on
families who just love
the thrills and spills of
the sport. This month,
Noel and Sue King
when I got in there to find it was guys
riding like lunatics on motorbikes.
“I just got the bug straight away. I loved
it. We used to go in the pits and get
autographs and I was gutted when all that
closed after just two seasons.”
Next up was the White City Rebels who
re-opened in 1976 under the promotion
of Danny Dunton and Bob Dugard.
That lasted only one more year than
Wembley did and closed in 1978 with
most of the team heading to Arlington –
Gordon Kennett, Trevor Geer, Steve

White City folk at Arlington:
Back – Mike Hinves, Bev Hinves,
Tony Burles and Chris Hare (RIP).
Front – Lauren Hinves, Sue King
and Noel King

30

F LY I N G H I G H

Noel King with the programmes from the Eastbourne
matches in Germany and Poland.

Weatherley, Kai Niemi, Mike Sampson
had ridden quite a few matches and Paul
Gachet.
The only rider who didn’t go to Sussex
was Pole Marek Cieślak who went on to
lead Poland as team manager to great
success. With all those riders heading to
Arlington, it was no surprise that the
friends in the ‘White City gang’ moved en
bloc to Arlington.
The group’s core is Noel and Sue,
photographer Mike Hinves, Bev Hinves
and now their daughter Lauren, Tony
Burles and up until a couple of years ago
Chris Hare, who sadly passed away.
And since that time the Eagles have
gone into action only a handful of times
without a ‘White City’ rep being present.
Noel and Sue were present when the
Eagles rode against Landshut in Germany
in June 1996 and Noel and Chris Hare
were there when Eastbourne took part in
a four team tournament in Wroclaw in
August 1996.
Many Eastbourne fans will have seen
over the years and wondered why heat
two in the programme is seemingly
sponsored by a Swedish speedway
supporter’s club.
Noel said: “Valsarna is our Swedish club
and myself and Chris sponsored heat two
in the Eastbourne programme for many
years as Valsarna Speedway Supporters’
Club and we are keeping that going in
memory of Chris.

“We have helped riders in the past with
little deals and sponsorship.
“In the early days it was Paul Woods,
John Eskildsen, Lillebror Johansson. Andy
Buck, David Norris for quite a few years
and one we have known since his early
days and who we are still in contact with,
Stefan Danno, and latterly Joonas
Kylmakorpi.
Noel and sometimes Sue have regularly
watched speedway in Sweden for the last
20 years or so. They used to travel with
Chris Hare.
Noel said: “That’s all down to Stefan.
When he retired from riding in England
we still followed him in Sweden and we
normally see six or seven matches every
year but obviously not last season.
“Sue goes to some of the matches but
now she has retired she can go to as
many as she wants.”
The routine is to fly out from Stansted
and often a large proportion of the
passengers are riders heading out having
ridden in Britain the night before.
They would often stay with Stefan and
another rider they got to know well was
Fredrik Lindgren.
“I have known Freddie since he was a
little kid and was riding round on junior
tracks. I know him really well and his
brother (Ludvig).
“We have stayed with them as well. We

have lots of friends and contacts in
Sweden. We still see Lillebror Johansson
-– he goes and watches Valsarna as a
supporter now.
“A lot of the riders who used to ride for
Eastbourne like say Mikkel Michelsen,
and Timo Lahti…we meet up with all of
them. They have great things to say about
Eastbourne and they loved their time
there.
“A lot them say that if they ever did
come back to ride in England it would be
for Eagles.”
When watching Valsarna, Noel and Sue
have had the pleasure of cheering on
riders who they were very familiar with. A
number of Eastbourne riders have ridden
for the club including Edward Kennett,
David Norris and Joe Screen.
One of the joys of speedway is,
according to Noel, watching the juniors
coming through to make their mark. “I
have seen Martin Dugard, Dean Baker,
David Norris, Paul Woods and now you
have Tom Brennan and Jason Edwards.
Watching them all come through and turn
into the riders they have become has just
been brilliant to watch.
“We always stay for the second halves
and we saw them on the junior track. You
would think ‘that guy is going to make it’
and when they finally do it is great to
watch.

FAVOURITE WIN OF ALL TIME

FAVOURITES
Favourite riders: “If I had two
favourites they would be
Gordon Kennett and Kelly
Moran.’
Favourite away track: “In the
league we are in now,
Glasgow. I think it is a really
good racetrack. The other and
it’s not just because we won
there in the season before last,
Newcastle. I have seen some
good meetings there in the
past.”
Play Off matches: “I call that a
TV trophy. If you finish top of
the league you are
champions.”
Glory night: “One meeting I
will always remember is Martin
Dugard winning the British GP
at Coventry in 2000. That was
tremendous and what a fillip it
was for Eastbourne Speedway.
That is something that will
always be in the history books
for the Eagles.” ■

ENGLISH v SWEDISH SPEEDWAY
FLYING HIGH ASKED Noel to compare and contrast
speedway in the two countries.
“It is different in Sweden. The shale we operate on is
completely different to what they have. They seem to have
five really good riders and two junior riders. They like
bringing juniors through. In the early days here you could
have someone start at No 1 and drop down to No 7 but that
would never happen in Sweden. They keep juniors at the
bottom - that’s a big difference.
The fans are the same. They celebrate wins fantastically
well. It is a real family sport out there, as it is here. Sponsors
are a massive thing over there.” ■

Friends celebrating the KO Cup with Noel King (centre), Sue behind to his left
with Stefan Danno second right.

WINNING THE KO Cup against Ellesmere Port. “They had
won the league that year and had a really strong team.
No-one got anywhere near them on their track. They were
getting 50+ against everybody and we only lost by four in
the final and that won us the cup on aggregate.
“We had Martin Dugard at reserve and he beat one of
their heat leaders. All the team from 1 to 7 rode brilliantly
that day. That meeting still stands out to me,” said Noel.
By coincidence, this meeting was also the favourite of John
Ling who featured in our first Happy Speedway Families
feature last month. ■

In Sweden with Chris Hare (left, RIP) and Stefan Danno
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QUALITY PRINTING
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

From Corporate
Identity, through Design
Concepts to the final
printed article.
NO JOB TOO BIG
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next printing job
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Mike Hinves

VIEWPOINT
THEY SAY MONEY TALKS and the Polish złoty is certainly
shouting when it comes to speedway.
The sport in Poland has been growing in strength for many
years on the back of large crowds, excellent sponsorship and it
appears the support of central and local government.
Riders have certainly enjoyed the “good times”. In the days
when Nicki Pedersen rode for the Eagles in the 2000s, he could
be at Arlington on a Saturday night at 9.30pm and ride in the
Polish league on Sunday afternoon.
I cannot remember for certain, but he probably rode in
Sweden on a Tuesday and Denmark on a Wednesday. He was a
prime example of a jet-setting speedway rider and with the GPs
led a hectic but lucrative life. Nicki was one of a number of riders,
whose second home was in the back of an Airbus or Boeing jet
operated by Ryanair or EasyJet.
Polish speedway clubs have gradually tried to exercise more
and more control over “their” riders and have sought to cut
down on what they undoubtedly see as freelancing.
Now, Polish top division clubs have limited “their” riders to
one other league and, in most cases, the UK is not the
destination of choice for the top stars. Of course, it is easier to
base yourself on the continent and be able to drive around rather
than taking the red eye flight from Heathrow.
What will undoubtedly make the jet-setting more tricky in 2021
is any continuing effects of Covid plus there will be fewer flights
which will inevitably lead to low-cost airlines not being so cheap
as before.
Quite what the wages will be in Poland in 2021 is unclear to me
but they will certainly be more than what is paid in the UK – as
long as you are riding and scoring points. And there’s the rub, as
Troy Batchelor found out in the 2020 season in Poland. He was
based in the country, didn’t score many points early doors and
then was scratching for rides.
There’s no easy money in Poland and you can be out on your
ear after a couple of poor rides. In the past, when a rider was
‘dropped’ in Poland they still had the bread and butter of UK
speedway, and perhaps Sweden or Denmark
All this makes it a dilemma for those who go Polish. To make
your mark, and ride at the highest level, you need to be in
Poland. However, if you don’t
quite meet the standard, there is
a good chance you will be
replaced.
On that basis, a rider in 2021
will fall back perhaps to one of
only Sweden, Denmark or the
UK and face a big dip in wages.
We have to ask: What happens
to a rider who loses the jam of
Poland and there’s no bread and
butter in the UK because teams
have their 1 to 7 and no gaps
exist? I can tell you: it will be
another rider lost to the sport
and we can ill afford to lose any.
The problem is easier to
articulate than it is to solve.
I rule out trying to come to an
arrangement with Polish
authorities. The FIM was unable
to stand up to them over having
league fixtures on GP practice
Nicki Pedersen

by Richard Weston

Drew Kemp

Tom Brennan

days, so I doubt the British authorities will have very little
leverage, if any at all.
It may be tempting to turn our backs on riders who go off to
ride in Poland but that would be utterly wrong.
If the UK is going to return to pre-eminence in world
speedway, we need our young riders in particular to get the
Polish experience. That means we must encourage and nurture
them in this big adventure.
It’s no good thinking of banning them from going to Poland –
that is totally counter productive.
Poland should be part of their speedway education, just like
doing the Poultec apprenticeship has been for many…it’s rather
like sending your child off to university after they have done their
A-levels. You’re not kicking them out of the house where they
have lived for the last 18 years.
British Speedway needs to devise a process to keep the Tom
Brennans, Drew Kemps and that whole cohort of exciting young
talent “within the British Speedway family”.
Until they are, say 24, they should always be guaranteed a
place with a British club – if it’s not there immediately if they
need to ‘fall back’ - they should automatically get the next slot
going. Perhaps there is another way, such as Team GB having an
all-star Young Brits touring team.
As I said, there are no easy solutions and to come up with a
“safety net” will need some creative thinking and a desire to put
the big picture before personal interest.
Only in this way will England become a strong speedway
nation. If we won the world cup and had the world champion,
speedway might elbow itself some space in national media
sports coverage.
There was a time when speedway was back page headlines in
the newspapers and at that time the terraces were packed.
British Speedway desperately needs to think outside the box
on so many things but ways of nurturing our young riders and
continuing their speedway education should be paramount.
*The opinions in this article are the writer’s own and should not
be interpreted as representing the position of Eastbourne
Speedway, its directors or promoter.
*Richard Weston is a long-time Eagles fan.
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The Soaring Seagulls

James Jessop
JAMES JESSOP IS A member of the Eastbourne Seagulls MSDL
team, powered by Save Thurrock Hammers Speedway.
He lives on the Cambridgeshire/Lincolnshire border just north
of Peterborough. His father was in the RAF and James was born
in Germany with the family moving around during his
childhood. He is at university in Northampton where he is
studying BA Acting - a "very intense course but good fun”.

Kevin Whiting

His day to day usually consists of going to uni, cooking because
he likes to think he is Gordon Ramsay and hanging out with
mates (when not locked down).
Q: How did you become interested in Speedway?
A: My Dad was a Halifax Dukes fan when he was younger. He took
me to a speedway meeting when I was four years old back in 2005
at Swindon (which was our local track at the time).

Q: Why did you want to ride Speedway and what do you love
about racing?
A: It's my favourite sport. I've always been really competitive
throughout my life so I've wanted to take it on forever. It wasn't until
the winter of 2016 that I got a bike. I got a job and saved to buy it
along with my kevlars. Dad said if I earned half, he'd match it.

A: Dad has been important. He learnt all about the bike to be my
mechanic and I've been picking up bits here and there. He also
drives me because as mentioned I've not passed yet.
I've had alot of advice and help from people within the sport, so it's
hard to pick just one. But I'd say Russell Paine. He runs Ride N Slide
Dayz and Dragons amateur meetings. He understands my psyche
and gets me fired up. He also lets me know when I'm below par. He
gets the best out of me.
Q: Which two words best sum you up?

I just love it. It's hard to pinpoint exactly what it is. Winning is
obviously up there because I hate losing. I analyse all of it. If I scored
11 out of 15 I would spend the time until my next fixture wondering
what I should have done to get those extra four points.

A: Confident and Geeky. I'm a bit of a geek because I love Doctor
Who and superheroes. I'd consider myself a speedway statto
because I know a lot. Before a meeting I make sure I know
everything about the track: capacity, length, shale type, width, what
gates work best. My friends would use 2 word you'd have to censor.

Q: Do you ride any other motorbikes (eg: grass, Moto-cross or
road bike)?

Q: If we made a video of you racing, what music would you
want to accompany the film?

No, I haven't even passed my car test yet. I was going to take it but
then Covid cancelled it. Me and my Instructor are looking at April
time now for it, much later than I'd hoped.

A: Something like Sandstorm from Darude, I guess. It is an
instrumental that’s explosive and gets the adrenaline going. It
needs to be exciting.

Q: So far, what’s your favourite three-point win?

Q: You can line-up in Heat 15 with any three riders from
Speedway history. You are in the race. Who would the other
three riders be?

A: The first one that comes to mind is my first ever race win in the
MSDL league from 2019. I was riding for Weymouth at number 2
away against Carmarthen (riding at Stoke). It was heat 4 and I was
off gate 4, I was just thinking gate. Tapes went up and I flew into the
first bend and I could see my team mate, James Laker, on the white
line. Then I had clear track and just put my head down. I could hear
them both on my back wheel. It was the longest four laps of my life
but we got the 5-1 because James had tucked himself on the inside
of me to protect and team ride the Dragon out of it. Even the ref
came down at the end of the night to tell us some Prem boys could
learn to team ride like that.
Q: What are your most embarrassing moments (a) on track and
(b) off track?
A: On track I think it's from an amateur meeting at Eastbourne in
2019. I'd lost my chain twice and was getting frustrated I'd not won
a race. I went out, gated, got to the front and cleared off. I was the
length of a straight ahead before I hit a rut and crashed on bend 4,
lap 4. Not great.
Off track is a lot harder because I've definitely had many moments
to be embarrassed about. I'm always doing something stupid
because I've just never taken myself seriously and at this point I
don't get embarrassed anymore.
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Q: So far, who has had the biggest influence on your career?
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A: Track is Swindon, I'm off gate 1. Gate 1: James Jessop, Gate 2:
Jason Crump, Gate 3: Leigh Adams, Gate 4: Martin Smolinski
Q: What advice would you give to anyone thinking of starting
Speedway racing?
A: Enjoy it! Just focus on yourself and not those around you. When you
get to the tapes, the people in the race are just people. They are all
there to be beaten. I made the mistake of thinking 'oh it’s these people
so I might get a 3rd'. You're setting up to do no better than 3rd. Go
out to do your job, your best and beat them all. It's more fun that way.
James’ sponsors:
A&D Roofing, Claret IT, Robins Updates, Chesil Radio, Dan Palmer
Designs, Jo Collings, Pete Hibberd Training Academy, Ali Morgan,
Danny Chillcott, Ruth Hannah, Richard Hebborn, Sid Higgins
Tuning, William Warnes, Johnathan Peplow.

CLICK TO
WATCH VIDEO

Mike Hinves

I remember it being Swindon v Oxford Silver Machine. I'd also
watched it on TV and loved Jason Crump so I became a Belle Vue
fan. I would tell my Dad I'd be a speedway rider but at four I didn't
understand how life worked and was convinced I would race for
Australia with Jason.

THE DAY JOB
Jason Edwards

Jason Edwards is still learning his trade as a speedway rider – and
as an engineer. He is pictured operating a lathe at Poultec, the
training specialists, which provides his off-the-job training on
Thursdays and Fridays.

Jason’s sponsors are:
Hagon Shocks
Hager
Shuttlewood
Speculate 2 Accumulate
Ruggles & Jeffrey
Manchetts
4D Fit
TDS
SLR Wealth
151s
Bert Harkins
SBS
Toby Acton
David Graveling
Devines
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Sponsors in Profile
No 1: Corporate Connection Ltd

From its Midlands base, Corporate Connection Ltd supplies a
broad range of workwear, and uniform items. It provides
national and international delivery capabilities to many
household brands and blue chip companies such as Philip
Electronics, Molson Coors Brewery, Next, and H Samuel. The
firm has a large-scale embroidery and print facility on-site,
supported by an adaptable online e-commerce fulfilment
system.
Delivering online merchandise sales one day, to shipping vital
uniform around the world the next . . . no two days are ever
the same. Collectively there is more than 35 years’ experience
within the garment manufacturing industry, and Corporate
Connection understands the market place well. It can
manufacture bespoke uniform requirements, such as metal
free uniforms and much more.
The company is delighted to be associated with Eastbourne
Eagles, and look forward to developing the range as the new
season begins.
We talk to Simon Sprason, Director, Corporate Connection.
Q: When did you first go to a speedway match and where
was that?
Simon: My first experience of Speedway was at Perry Barr
Stadium (Birmingham) at the age of six. My father and his
father both went there in the early years.

Eastbourne Speedway has a close and
growing working relationship with
Corporate Connection Ltd, a highly
professional company which counts a
number of blue-chip Global brands
amongst its client base. Flying High talks
to director, Simon Sprason.
My dad built me a wooden step which came with us on every visit,
standing on the exit of the first corner and peering over the wall for a
bird’s eye view of the action. The noise, smell, and the racing was
intoxicating and I was hooked.
From then, my career was mapped . . . that's all I wanted to do, ride a
Speedway bike. At the age of eleven I had my first motorbike, it was a
‘bitza’ made up from the best bits that had been scrapped by my
school mate. I remember taking the gearbox to pieces on the kitchen
floor whilst my mother was out shopping.
We had piles of gears, clips, and selector forks everywhere when she
returned and she was not best pleased. We got it going and made an
oval grass track in the back garden but that didn't last long either.
In my early teens I progressed to a motocross bike. With a large sand
and gravel pit nearby, we gained permission from the owner to ride
there, on the proviso that we informed the security guard of anyone
trespassing, which we did on a regular basis. This arrangement
worked well, and I would spend every waking hour possible, rain or
shine, down there.
Q: Did you become a regular immediately, or did the speedway
'bug' take time to bite?
Simon: Still with a burning passion for speedway, we went to all
home meeting which ran on Monday nights. The BRMB Brummies got
onto a winning streak and, we followed them to their first major
league win.
We watched great names such as (Eastbourne’s own) Trevor Geer,
brothers Alan and Andy Grahame, Ray Wilson, Arthur Browning and
George Major. Arriving early meant you could sneak around to the
pits as the bikes were wheeled in and warmed up. Then the man in a
white coat would roll up and tell you to leave (but not quite so
politely) with a wry grin. This became a weekly ritual.
Q What attracts you most to speedway?
Simon: I just find it’s explosive action from the start, throttle wide
open, on the ragged edge, with legs off the pegs real racing with no
limits. Three laps in and it’s still anyone's race, rider chasing the dirt
taking different lines to get that last bit of drive off the final corner. Not
many forms of motor sport can still offer this type of racing at all levels.
Q: What would you change about Speedway if you could?

Simon Sprason came to the Eastbourne Eagles press and practice day at
King’s Lynn Speedway in July which was held behind closed doors because of
the Coronavirus pandemic. He is pictured by Ian Smalley with Jason Edwards.
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Simon: I wouldn't change the sport itself, I just hope in time the sport
will gain the financial support it richly deserves. This comes down to
many factors, I know a number of clubs are very active and Ian Jordan
has done a fantastic job at both Eastbourne and Plymouth. Speedway
clubs have to be a commercial enterprise, which means making profit
throughout the year. Extremely difficult at the best of times, this year
near impossible. But it can be done with a lot of effort, marketing,
engaging with the community around you and the support of a loyal
fan base. Encouraging new young and emerging talent at an early
stage will also play a big part in the future of speedway in this
country.

Q: What are your final thoughts?
Simon: I never did fulfil my dreams of Speedway stardom, but my
racing instincts never left me. When the opportunity to race four
wheels came along it was grabbed firmly with both hands. With
hard work and good fortune we had a brief spell in clubman
sports car racing, and then with sponsorship and backing
Formula Ford, Formula Ford 2000, and finally ARP Formula 3.
However, the love for speedway never leaves you, I have a 1970
Weslake speedway bike which is a garage ornament, sadly
...well you never know – one day.

A multi-headed embroidery machines which puts logos on products, such as those
you find on Eastbourne Eagles clothing. This is the company’s smallest but is still
about 18ft long, weighing about 2.5 tonnes, and, of course, fully electronic.

Q: What is (or was) your favourite track?

Q: Who is your favourite rider of all time?
Simon: Difficult, as there are a few. British riders would have to
be "Bomber" Harris for his daring out-in-the-dirt manoeuvres.
Internationally would be Tomasz Gollob, for his balance and race
craft on a motorcycle.
Recent times Bartosz Zmarzlik, for his outright speed and agility.

Simon Sprason with his Van Diemen RS81 car which he raced in Formula Ford 2000
sponsored by Harris Clean.

CLICK TO
WATCH VIDEO

Lewi Kerr in the new race suit
colours of the HG Aerospace Eagles
at the press day in July 2020.

Mike Hinves

Simon: My favourite track would have to be the old Perry Bar
stadium, mainly because of the memories and time there with my
father. I also watched Speedway at Coventry with its longer
straights which provided great high speed racing action.

F LY I N G H I G H

37

Richard Lawson

