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For eight years she held the reigns of a century-old,
large, diverse urban high school in the middle of the San Fernando Valley. After what her colleagues say was
a successful tenure, Principal Yolanda Gardea will be retiring. In her time, Ms. Gardea has created an environment where both academics and extracurriculars thrive in order for students to take advantage of opportunities they deem best fit for their future. Although she will soon be saying her goodbyes, VNHS will continue to
be a nationally-recognized school thanks to Ms. Gardea’s hard work and dedication. PAGE 12
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BACK TO CAMPUS

My experience
with in-person
hybrid learning
IN PERSON The novelty of being back
on campus has quickly faded, according to Shaan Bhatia, a new student.

THE MIRROR | IVAN DELGADO

By SHAAN BHATIA

M

EDITOR-AT-LARGE | THE MIRROR

y junior year has been
my first year at Van
Nuys High School. I
decided to set foot
on campus last month to do hybrid
learning.
The only time I have ever been
on campus before was to pick up
textbooks. I attended Orientation
and Back-to-School Night virtually
through Zoom. When the option to
attend school through the hybrid
learning model became available, I
jumped at the opportunity.
My original intention of going
back to school was to get used to
the massive campus. I came from a
small private school. Because I had
no friends here —seeing as though
all my friends are at other schools —
I was hoping to enter campus and
see a courtyard full of kids, socially
distant, but talking and interacting with one another. That was the
fantasy anyway.
On my first day, I drove to school,
parked in the student parking lot,
put on my mask and walked up to
the front entrance. An LAUSD faculty member took my temperature,
scanned the QR Code with my Daily
Pass and then I took my first step
as an official member of the VNHS

Wolfpack community. It felt like a
right of passage.
But from there, the novelty of
being on campus quickly faded. Being on campus was one of the most
awkward feelings I have felt in years.
School has always been a hectic
place to be. The dream for most kids
has always been to not have to go to
school and live life, but returning to a
campus brought back all the memories of what a social experience
school was for me in the past. I had
begun to yearn for normalcy — a
time before the pandemic. I yearned
to experience busy classrooms cluttered with backpacks, desks covered
in pages of work, mobs of students
crowding the staircase and the
sound of lockers slamming shut.
That was far from the reality of
what in-person school is actually
like now. The school felt like a ghost
town; a large campus but few people.
Those waiting for school to start in
the courtyards are not interested in
interacting with others. They are distant and cold, glued to their phones
with their headphones in their ears.
Everyone is isolated. When I headed
to my Advisory class for the first time,
I climbed up the staircase and strolled
down the empty hallway listening to
the echo of my own footsteps until I
was able to find my classroom.

When I reached the class I was
assigned to, I introduced myself to
my advisor. I began looking for a
place to sit down, walking the rows
of empty desks. Every other desk
was marked with a giant X and
chairs were stacked in piles on either
side of the room.
There were only three of us: my
advisor, another student, and myself.
I easily found a desk and unpacked
the contents of my backpack. On
the desk next to me marked with an
X, I had sanitary wipes, a bottle of
water and extra masks. On my desk
I placed my computer, notebooks, a
pen and pencil and my headphones.
The interesting thing —while also
being the most frustrating thing
at the same time — is that the way
we attended classes was no different from the way I attended them
at home. Sitting in class with my
headphones on, I follow the same
schedule as everyone else at home
or at school — moving virtually from
class to class. Not once have I left the
room to attend another class as I
wished I could do.
Although I could’ve taken the
same classes from the comfort of
my room, there are some positives to
being on campus. I gained the ability
to adapt to a new school and experience a small bit of social interaction

with other students and faculty
members. I began talking with the
other student in my class and we hit
it off right away. We have followed
each other on social media and he introduced me to another student that
attends class across the hall. We’ve
had some great conversations during our 10-minute passing periods. At
lunch, I found an empty space under
the shaded trees and sat down with
my newly found friends. Faculty
members who have never seen me
before have approached me and, in a
friendly manner, asked me questions
about how my day is going, what
courses I am taking, what school I
came from and how am I adjusting
to this new environment.
The fact is, going back to school
via the hybrid learning plan probably doesn’t make sense for students
who are well-adjusted to the school
environment. But while it may not
be the ideal high school experience,
for new students like me, it is the
best way to find new friends, meet
faculty members and learn the layout of the campus.
Coming to school in person has
given me some sense of returning to
normalcy, but it’s not nearly enough.
Over this past year and a half, isolated at home, I’ve come to appreciate how important school really is.

FOCUS HYBRID LEARNING
Are you
enjoying
the hybrid
learning
model?

Tristan Timpers I like

the hybrid learning model
because I have a good
time with my friends and
I enjoy my lunch break.

Raine Torres I greatly enjoyed

the hybrid learning model
because I got to hang out with
my friends and interact with my
teachers in a much more personal way than in a normal year.
Personally I think this was the
best way to end my senior year
and I’m so excited to spend my
final week with my friends.

Toby Ryu Although hybrid learn-

ing definitely had its benefits, it
wasn’t how I wanted to spend my
senior year. The senior activities and
privileges that I had looked forward
to since freshman year got taken
away from us and it left me with a lot
of regrets. Despite all this, I will admit
that it taught me to value the time I
spend with my friends even more.

THE MIRROR | PHOTOS BY IVAN DELGADO

OR
theMIRR

| C U R R E N T

E V E N T S |

| JUNE 2021

|3

Beutner steps down as superintendent
By ELEONORA BADIKYAN

D

THE MIRROR STAFF

ue to the expiration of his three-year contract,
LAUSD’s Superintendent Austin Beutner announced his resignation from the position. As
of June 30, an as yet unnamed individual will
take on the role.
The announcement of his upcoming departure was
revealed during a closed-door meeting in April where the
school board evaluated Austin Beutner and discussed
other school-related issues.
LAUSD’s superintendent since May 2018, Beutner
replaced Michelle King, who stepped down for health
reasons, eventually passing away in February of 2019.
Beutner most notably led the district through the
coronavirus pandemic and negotiated the teacher strike
which took place in 2019, resolving staff concerns within
eleven days. Seeing as he has assumed this position for
over three years now, it is evident that Beutner has accomplished many goals regarding students’ education.
Although, when he was first chosen for the job many
staff members were conflicted about his qualifications.
This was primarily because he had a background in public policy, philanthropy and business; he previously held
positions as the publisher and CEO of the The San Diego
Union-Tribune and the Los Angeles Times. These roles
did not strictly relate to education, in opposition to the
school’s expectations.
“At first, I was a bit disappointed because I felt the person selected should have had a background in education,”

Principal Yolanda Gardea said.
Assistant Principal Michelle Brownridge Keller had a
similar initial perception of the newly hired leader.
“My first impression of having anyone without an
educational background be the leader of the second
largest district in the nation was not favorable,” Assistant
Principal Keller said. “Education has so many layers and
laws, I believed that we needed a leader who had more
experience and a better understanding of how the intricate layers of policy, bureaucracy, and instruction could
all work together to support students.”
However, upon observing Beutners consistent attitude
and conduct, their opinions progressively changed.
“Once he was selected, he participated in a series of
meetings to listen to what principals felt needed to be
done in order to improve LAUSD,” Principal Gardea said.
“I was selected to participate in these meetings and saw
that Mr. Beutner was listening and making changes that
would indeed make things better for the life of a principal.”
Beutner’s ability to guide the district during times of
crisis further elevated staff members’ views of him. In the
year of 2019, more than 30,000 public-school teachers
participated in a strike in an attempt to achieve higher
pay and smaller class sizes. Being dealt such an important matter, Austin Beutner equitably acknowledged
what the teachers were fighting for.
“I think he did an amazing job handling the fires,
teacher strike and the pandemic,” Principal Gardea said.
“He was able to keep school going, and got hotspots and
devices to thousands of students in a relatively short

amount of time.”
In February, Beutner declared a $200 million commitment directed towards tackling achievement gaps
among Black and Hispanic students in the district.
“During this past year I was extremely proud of how
our district, under Beutner’s leadership, provided one of
the largest meal programs and COVID testing programs
in the country to our students and families,” Vice Principal Keller said.
Many particularly appreciated the informative and
communicative briefings he released each week.
“One of the things I did enjoy was his transparency
and weekly video updates,” Vice Principal Keller said. “Being informed about what is occurring at and throughout
the district helps to promote a greater sense of unity and
accountability.”
Upon hearing that Beutner had announced his resignation, the news of him stepping down from his position
cast a shadow across the district.
“I was very sad to hear he would not continue as
Superintendent,” Principal Gardea said. “I feel that Mr.
Beutner was very good at communicating his vision and
was transparent about his intentions.”
Many staff members hope that he will preserve and
continue to exercise the procedures and practices that
Beutner implemented during his time at LAUSD.
“We have had some superintendents that led with fear
of being fired, and that is not a good way to work,” Principal Gardea said. “I think the next superintendent, like Mr.
Beutner, should lead with confidence and compassion.”

THE MIRROR | IVAN DELGADO

SkillsUSA preps for upcoming
national competitions

T

he SkillsUSA team will participate
virtually in the organization’s National
Leadership and Skills Conference, as
well as SkillsUSA Championships from June
21 to 24.
In addition to competitions, the conference will incorporate national officer elections, delegate sessions and an assortment
of opportunities for professional development, improvement in areas of leadership,
and member and chapter recognition.
This semester, SkillsUSA students
received several first place awards in different categories of the State Competition
which took place from April 9-19.
In the first category, Auto Shop, Chad
Agruso won first place in Motorcycle Service Technology. Emiliano Humphas-Paz
won second place.
In the Maintenance Light Repair Automotive, Karyme Garcia Alvarado received a
second place, while Roberto Ulloa placed
thirteenth.

VISITING THE CLASS
Superintendedent Austin
Beutner (center) tours the
campus with California
Education Department
Superintendent Tony
Thurmond (standing
behind Beutner) and
School Board member
Kelly Gonez (far left) with
school Principal Yolanda
Gardea (far right) and a local television cameraman
covering the visit. Beutner
and his entourage were
on campus to observe his
model of hybrid learning
first hand.

In Power Equipment Technology, Allen
Salazar also won a first place trophy.
In Diesel Equipment Technology Alexander Ashikyan earned seventh place.
In the Community Service Category
Amrit Grewal, Kimberlyn Lopez and Thomas
Polce placed fifth.
In Automotive Service Technology, Julian
Quezadal finished fourth and Matthew
Gomez finished eighth.
The second category was devoted to
the metal shop competition. Second place
in Computer Numerical Control Turning
Specialist was won by Carlos Magana, and
fourteenth place in Technical Drafting went
to Loya Gaytan.
All first place winners received gold
medals, and are advancing to the upcoming National Competitions.
“I think that the members did an incredible job,” chapter President Karyme Garcia
Alvarado said. “Our results were amazing.”
Members Jocelyn Gonzalez and Kimberlyn Lopez have been elected as SkillsUSA
State officers representing the school
chapter. They will assist in making decisions

within the SkillsUSA State of California division during the conference.
Moreover, two as yet unnamed students
from the school chapter will be selected to
participate as National Delegates, and will
have the chance to represent the California
division by voting on national by-laws in
addition to selecting the next set of National
Officers.
Due to the coronavirus pandemic, attendance for the events has been modified
to be strictly virtual; rather than completing
knowledge tests in person, individuals are
instructed to work on them online.
“Typically our competitions would be
held in person at a college or convention
center,” Alvarado said. “Most of the competitions that we participated in are hands-on
based, so we didn’t really get the same experience this year. I wouldn’t say that it was
challenging to adapt to these conditions,
but it was a bit of a disappointment to not
be able to physically compete.”
According to Alvarado, the social isolation distance learning causes has made it
challenging for the club members to remain

driven throughout the past year.
“Our situation is not ideal right now, so it
has been really hard to find motivation and
ways to train our members to be prepared
for the competitions,” she said. “The members had to study a lot of material from
books based on their field. We had a few
setbacks, but overall they did an excellent
job studying themselves and keeping the
motivation to continue with competitions.”
Individuals interested in joining SkillsUSA, sponsored by Mr. Joe Agruso, are
encouraged to email the club president at
kgarciaa10004@mymail.lausd.net.
“SkillsUSA is a great way for students
to advance themselves within their career
field,” Alvarado said. “We make sure that
our students are prepared for whatever
they might choose to pursue in the future
by helping them advance in their personal
proficiency, whether it be improving their
public speaking, communication or time
management skills. Overall, the club empowers its members to become responsible world-class workers and leaders.”
ANGELINA GEVORGYAN
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WORTH THE SHOT Students and parents assemble for the covid-19 vaccination administered
at school.
SEE YOU IN TWO
WEEKS Parents
and students will
receive their second
dose of the vaccine
on June 11.

Students and staff
receive covid vaccines
By ANGELINA GEVORGYAN

A

NEWS EDITOR | THE MIRROR

s of early June, more than
37 million covid-19 vaccines
have been administered in
California, the highest rate in
the nation. Students and staff are among
those who have been vaccinated against
the contagious and threatening virus.
The first dose of the vaccination was
offered to students and parents on campus on May 28. A total of 83 individuals
received the injection that day.
The second dose will be provided on
June 18 from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Junior Pauline Kim has received both
doses. Her decision to get vaccinated was
predominantly influenced by her domestic conditions.
“I live with a lot of people, and by a lot I
mean seven other family members,” she said.
“In order to protect myself and my family,
the majority of which consists of elders, I got
vaccinated. Additionally, I frequently visit my
grandma and my aunt so I got the vaccine
as a precautionary measure.”
Given only one dose of the vaccine so
far, Junior Fatiah Lawal decided to receive
the injection for several key reasons.
“I thought it would help the number
of cases go down, as well as keep me safe
from catching covid-19,” she said. “I just
want to have a little fun this summer in
comparison to last year.”
Some felt enthusiastic about being vaccinated against the virus.
“I was excited to get the vaccine and
thus experience a mini-milestone in my
life,” Lawal said.
However, others have been hesitant,
initially skeptical about its safety and effectiveness.
“At first I was a little worried about the
vaccine,” senior Rashel Torres said. “But
once I saw that there were more studies
and research being conducted, I felt more

confident about getting it.”
Another student who felt anxious in
relation to receiving the vaccine was Junior Lilly Magee. However, her uneasiness
stemmed from a different root cause.
“I was a little nervous, because I happen to not like needles,” she said. “The
process of scheduling an appointment
and receiving the vaccine was super easy
though.”
After exploring and analyzing information regarding the function and purpose
of the vaccine, Spanish teacher Ms. Ivette
Alvarez looked forward to getting her shot.
“Before receiving the vaccine, I was
somewhat nervous but excited, much
like the feeling you get before you go on a
roller coaster ride,” she said.
As the vaccine becomes more widely
available, it is becoming clear that getting
it might come with some side effects.
Just like the considerable number of
adults who have reported minor reactions, so have many teenagers.
Students who completed an online
survey conducted by The Mirror reported
experiencing symptoms after receiving
the injection. 83.3 percent of students reported feeling pain or soreness in the arm
in which they received the injection, while
66.7 percent experienced muscle pain
and fatigue. Half of those who responded
reported experiencing a headache, 33.3
percent had chills and 16.7 percent suffered from a fever and nausea.
“The symptoms affected me hard for
two days,” junior Griffin Ayson said.
The injection also had a minor physical
impact on Ms. Alvarez.
“Following my first vaccination I felt
completely normal,” she said. “I only
felt soreness at the site of injection so I
avoided lifting my left arm for a couple of
days.”
The side effects were even worse after
she got her second dose.

USED NEEDLES After the vaccine is administered,
the needles and hypodermic syringes are disposed
of in a special sharps container.

“During the first 24 hours I felt fine,
but the next day I felt like I was hit by a
bus,” Ms. Alvarez said. “I had a pretty bad
headache, my muscles hurt, and I generally lacked energy. I made sure to stay
hydrated and rest, and felt normal again
the next day.”
Being immunized is providing the opportunity for people’s lives to get back to
normal while staying safe and not having
to worry about getting covid-19.
“My day-to-day activities have not
changed,” Kim said. “I am still staying
home and doing online school, but I feel
great. I do possibly plan on participating in
more events in the summer since I got my
vaccine, and also because covid-19 cases
seem to be continually decreasing.”
On June 15, all restrictions will be lifted
for fully-vaccinated California residents, as
they will no longer be required to physically distance nor wear face masks in the
majority of public settings. L.A. County is

adhering to the state’s latest guidelines.
With public venues reopening across the
state, some believe that becoming vaccinated is an advantageous decision.
Even though they might be fully vaccinated, some people will continue to be
extra cautious, voluntarily choosing to
wear a mask.
“I’m now able to do more, but I’ll still wear
a mask to keep myself safe,” Torres said.
As LAUSD schools fully reopen this
coming fall, inoculated students can feel
safer returning to campus in person.
It remains unknown whether or not
LAUSD will require students and staff to
be fully vaccinated against covid-19.
Those who have been vaccinated
strongly urge others to become immunized in order to further slow and ultimately help stop the spread of the virus.
“I definitely encourage others to receive
the covid-19 vaccine,” Kim said. “Please
get it to protect yourself as well as those
around you.”
Ms. Alvarez also wants others to get
the vaccination so things can get back to
normal.
“I acknowledge that everyone is at liberty to decide what to do with their body,”
Alvarez said. “However, if there is nothing
limiting your ability to receive the vaccine, I highly suggest getting it. The truth
is that we are all members of society, and
we must do our part to make sure that
a return to normality is possible. This is
a public health issue that affects all of us,
and we can eradicate this virus if we each
do our part.”
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YOU’VE GOT THE

LOOK
Five students
share their
style secrets
By ANGELICA VENTURINA

W
THE MIRROR STAFF

alking down the
street, teenagers can be seen
sporting a look
anywhere between ’90s grunge
and classic ’70s.
Many students have been
curating outfits and developing
their style in their free time since
the start of the pandemic.
A baggy outfit is the look
senior Andy Joachin usually goes
for when figuring out what to
wear. But his taste in fashion isn’t
limited to just one singular style.
“I would have to describe my
sense of fashion as streetwear,”
Joachin said. “I’m really drawn
to more baggy clothes because I
feel they suit me most. Honestly,
I’m open to wearing anything, no
matter what it is.”
Streetwear is a fashion style
— typically casual — that entails
wearing a lot of hoodies, t-shirts
and loose pants. The style was
popularized in the ’90s, originating from New York hip-hop fashion. Streetwear combines
elements of countercultures with modern
street style, straying
from the norm and
incorporating
dashes of styles
such as cyberpunk, goth,
skater and
hip-hop.
Thrift stores
like Goodwill and the
Valley Value Center are where
Joachin frequently buys from,
preferring second-hand clothing
He is skeptical about buying from
“fast fashion” brands such as
Zara and H&M considering how
pricey options can get.
“Fast fashion stores can end
up being incredibly expensive
and they don’t always sell good
quality clothing,” Joachin said.
“On the other hand, if you shop
at a thrift store, you can find
vintage clothes or rare finds at
an affordable price.”
While some prefer to take
fashion inspiration from sources
such as models or celebrities,
others like Joachin prefer to work
without one.
“In all honesty, I don’t really
have someone that inspires me to
dress the way I do,” Joachin said. “I
dress the way I do because I like it
and because it feels like me.”
People should wear whatever
they want, according to sopho-

COURTESY | NICOLE TOVAR

more Ethan Phuong. He too considers his main style streetwear,
although he doesn’t shy away
from sporty vintage or business
attire occasionally.
“I often pick up vintage or
work style clothing,” Phuong said.
“I dress how I feel.”.
Instead of opting for mainstream clothing brands, Phuong
typically shops for the lesserknown ones.
“I find clothes through smaller
brands so I can get a better feel
for the clothing,” Phuong said. “I
also like to thrift from Goodwill or
Salvation Army since there are a
lot of good finds to choose from.”
Dressing comfortably while
also remaining stylish is what
sophomore Hannah Remolano opts for. Her daily
outfits are usually
on the casual side.
“I dress
depending on
what I feel
comfortable with
or what

will boost my confidence,” she
said. “I think my style is mostly
streetwear.”
Remolano chooses outfits that
make an impression or express
her individual sense of fashion.
When she doesn’t have any idea
what to wear, she hops on the
Pinterest app for inspiration.
She also has a secret fashion
weapon — a new shopping app.
“I used to not have a specific
clothing shop I bought from and
I’d just browse every shop to find
outfits that matched my style
best,” Remolano said. “However,
when I discovered the Shein app,
I couldn’t help myself from shopping there. The clothes they sell
are so affordable, yet also trendy.”
Fashion brings out the parts
of someone that they want the
world to see, Remolano believes.
“It allows us to explore and
broaden our ideas, but the most
important thing is that fashion
lets us, and others, see the
best version of ourselves,” she said.
On the brighter
side of fashion,
there lies a style
that features
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COURTESY | ETHAN PHUONG

COURTESY | ANDY JOACHIN

COURTESY | HANNAH REMOLANO

COURTESY | ESTHER KIM

ONE-OF-A-KIND From streetwear
to vintage to ‘40s inspired clothing,
students (from top to bottom) Ethan
Phuong, Andy Joachim, Hannah
Remolano and Ester Kim explore and
express themselves through their
fashion choices.

FASHIONISTA
Partly inspired by
movies, Nicole Tovar
likes to experiment
with different styles
and time periods. “My
personal style ranges
from 1950s to 1980s
vintage,” she said.

|5

shimmery makeup, pastel colors
and maximalist accessories.
Sophomore Esther Kim embodies
this aesthetic, curating her closet
with versatile clothing pieces.
“I would describe my fashion
style to be mostly ‘soft girl’ and
cutesy,” Kim said. “I really like
pastels and light colors, as well as
feminine clothing such as skirts
and dresses.”
Her style features pieces such
as mom jeans, crop tops, oversized hoodies, floral and heart
patterns and plaid skirts. Makeup
also plays a role in pulling her
style together. She finishes her
look with lots of blush, lip gloss,
faux freckles and hair clips.
“I think the most important
aspect of fashion is how it makes
you feel. You should be happy
and confident in what you wear.
To me, fashion is what makes you
look and feel good.”
If sticking to one style is tough,
a solution some people opt for
is mixing elements to create a
distinct style that doesn’t fit one
single aesthetic.
The era of pencil skirts and
fit-and-flare dresses of the 1950s
to the shiny costume jewelry and
clothing riddled with sequins and
diamonds in the ’80s define the
whimsical fashions sophomore
Nicole Tovar normally dons.
“My personal style ranges
from 1950s to 1980s vintage,”
Tovar said. “I don’t have one
type of style as there are so
many to pick and choose from
over the span of four decades.
Despite that, most of the outfits
I wear include pastels or distinct silhouettes from whatever
time period I feel like wearing
that day.”
Her family saved items from
the ’70s and ’80s that she wears
today. For other pieces, she visits
thrift shops, consignment stores
and does some online shopping
as well. Her passion for fashion
has even led her to create her
own pieces.
“Due to the pandemic, I’ve
been using Etsy to find some inspiration and I’ve started making
some of my own clothes, whether
it be dresses, skirts or tops.”
Tovar finds inspiration from
glamourous Hollywood celebrities from the ’40s and ’50s like
Elizabeth Taylor, Audrey Hepburn and Rita Hayworth.
Classic movies also inspire her.
“A few that influenced me specifically are Grease, Saturday Night
Fever, The Breakfast Club and
Breakfast at Tiffany’s,” she said.
The significance of fashion for
Tovar is the ability to experiment
with as many different styles and
time periods is very important.
“The most important aspect
of fashion in my opinion is getting to freely express yourself.
I think that everyone has a
wonderfully unique sense of
style that differentiates them
from everyone else. Fashion to
me means creative freedom and
self-expression.”
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A serious case of senioritis plagues students
By JAZLYN XOCOXIC & JULIA PFAU

S
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enioritis strikes again.
Between the pandemic
& lack of activities,
seniors this year have
been experiencing an absence of
motivation at an elevated level.
Distance learning has been a
distraction for many students.
Interruptions such as family
members talking and bad internet
connections made it even
worse. Since all students have
been required to attend onlineschool up until recently, it seems
that senioritis has extended
beyond just seniors and affected
underclassmen as well.
Symptoms of senioritis include
procrastinating, missing class often
and avoiding participating in schoolrelated activities. For underclassmen
suffering from senioritis, it can feel like
school is one big countdown to the
first day of vacation.
Senioritis makes school feel
pointless for seniors who have
already been accepted by a college
or have decided on plans after high
school. But finishing without failing
classes is essential to keeping a place
in universities and receiving that
required high school diploma. This
incentive, while not discouraging
senioritis, can cause seniors who are
infected to do the bare minimum.
With online school, ditching
classes might feel like a casual and

minor offence. Being away from an
actual, real life classroom makes any
fear of being caught virtually vanish.
Many students have defaulted to not
showing up to class at all. They just
simply complete assignments and
don’t bother to show up for Zoom
or even for in-person classes. Many
teachers would agree that this has
become the norm for too many of
their students.
Another change that has made
senioritis even worse this year
is that district policy allows late
assignments to be turned in without
penalty. Assignments can be turned
in whenever — today, tomorrow,
next week, next month — and still
receive credit. While this policy may
help some students with legitimate
pandemic issues, for most it just leads
to unnecessary procrastination. Why
complete an assignment today when
you can complete it on your own
schedule?
Procrastinating leads to another
serious symptom of senioritis which
can be overwhelming: A growing pile
of work that needs to be completed,

Symptoms of
senioritis include
procrastinating,
missing class
often and
avoiding
participating in
school-related
activities.
which grows bigger and bigger as the
days pass.
The effects of online school have
been detrimental for senior Bryant
Martinez. “My senior year has been
horrible,” he said. “We didn’t get
any of the typical senior perks; no
prom, no senior night and now we’re
barely getting a graduation. Seniorits
has been around for me since the
beginning of the school year.”
Like many students, Martinez felt
that the lack of structure and being on
campus took away from his academic
experience.
“Online learning has been difficult
for me, as it has been for most people,
and it just felt like a waste of a year. I
barely learned anything,” Martinez said.
“With about two weeks left, I just want
to be done and over with high school.”

Overcoming senioritis can be a
difficult feat. The craving for summer
vacation and the beginning of college
can be too much to bear. While it’s
possible to recover, it is nothing new.
Senioritis has been around as long as
there have been seniors, it can even
be called a tradition. Every school
year, teachers have the same complaint — seniors slack off as the last
semester rolls around.
Most seniors are able to snap out
of it in time for graduation, despite
coming within inches of crashing and
burning. Senior Wellington Upstill is
determined to push through as he
keeps his eye on the prize. He believes
in making the best of a negative
situation, finding a way to rise above it
and stay on track.
“My advice is to finish off strong,”
he said. “Continue to form good habits
and put in your all because hard work
is satisfying. Being lazy and allowing
senioritis to take over your life isn’t as
satisfying as continuing to work hard,
learn and grow.”
At the beginning of this semester,
Upstill felt his motivation decline too,
describing himself as feeling lethargic
and more tired than usual on most
school mornings. He strives to avoid
falling victim to senioritis, rather
seeing it as an obstacle to overcome.
“Senioritis can feel inescapable but
you just need to form good habits and
push through. Think about your goals
and do everything to move towards
them,” Upstill said.

NEARING THE END With college right
around the corner, seniors struggled to
stay on track during the final weeks of
their high school experience.

SHUTTERSTOCK | DIEGO SCHTUTMAN
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Incoming ASB Board promises to tackle student needs
By JAZLYN XOCOXIC

F

THE MIRROR STAFF

rom Multicultural Day to Spirit Week, the Associated Student Body (ASB) has been an impactful and collaborative resource to all students
throughout the years, organizing events and
amplifying student voices.
The 2021 to 2022 school year ASB Board was elected
by the student body in April. Next year’s board will
include a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer
and Communications Director.
President: Namrata Kumar
Prior to winning the candidacy for ASB President, Namrata Kumar was a dedicated advocate for the student body.
“In the past when I heard about an issue that affected
our student body, like the sexist dress code that was going
to be put in place, I attended school based management
meetings and created a petition,” Kumar said.
COURTESY | NAMRATA KUMAR
As President, Kumar will attend
school meetings, organize school
events, and keep ASB on track.
She plans to cater to the needs
of the student body.
“The presidency gives me a
platform to better my connection
with the student body so when
there is an issue I can speak up
KUMAR LEADING THE
and represent the wants and
PACK AS PRESIDENT
needs of my peers.”
Kumar strives to create an enjoyable experience for
students. This includes using her platform to improve
communication between residential students and the
administration and to organize events that students will
enjoy and want to attend.
“One thing my fellow wolves should know about me
is that I’m greatly honored to have been elected into this
position,” Kumar said. “I’ll work as hard as I can to give the
students and faculty at VNHS an amazing school year.”
Vice President: Rona Lasam
By Kumar’s side will be ASB Vice President Rona Lasam.
The previous 2020-2021 school year Lasam was involved
in ASB as the Fundraising Commissioner. So this election,
she ran for a role that will give her a more head on position.
“I wanted to grow more as a leader and the best way to

Seniors talk
superlatives
By DANIEL ESPINOZA

C

THE MIRROR STAFF

hasing titles from “Class
Clown” to “Most likely
to change the world,”
seniors have looked
forward to the graduating class
tradition of Senior superlatives for
decades.
Despite the change in events
caused by the pandemic including
the termination of Prom and other
anticipated activities, the senior
class was able to salvage some of
its annual traditions and provide
themselves with a chance to vote
and win superlative titles. These
superlatives are titles awarded
individually to graduating students
for possessing an outstanding trait
which is recognized by their peers
such as being funny or an outgoing
personality.
Using Google Forms for
nominations and voting, the
class of 2021 superlatives were
announced through Schoology by
the Senior Board on April 5. The
superlative winners will be memorialized in the yearbook.
Viewing his win as a way to
secure his high school legacy, Toby
Ryu is elated to be voted ‘Best
Smile’ and ‘Most School Spirit’.
“The best part of being a
superlative is having something to
show my kids so that they know

do that is to be part of the council,” Lasam said.
New ASB members will have plenty of interaction with
Lasam in their welcoming stage.
COURTESY | RONA LASAM
As Vice President, Lasam will
help new ASB members learn
the day-to-day operations of ASB
and welcome them to the family.
“As Vice President I also act
as a sergeant-at-arms, meaning
I must maintain order, count
votes at meetings, and make
sure the ASB Constitution is
LASAM SIDEKICKING-IT
being followed,” Lasam said. “I
AS VICE PRESIDENT
will take over the duties of the
President in her absence.”
Lasam advises students to come to her about
questions regarding ASB or personal matters.
“If there is anyone who needs someone to talk to or
even someone to listen to them as a friend or if anyone
has questions about ASB, I am here.”
Secretary: Giancarlo Plaza
Since 5th grade, new ASB Secretary Giancarlo Plaza has
been a student body member, specializing in organization
and planning. Running for ASB was an opportunity to
showcase his leadership and grow as a person.
COURTESY | GIANCARLO PLAZA
“Now that I am happily
elected as Secretary and part
of the ASB Board, I want to
take this opportunity to make
the upcoming year as great as
possible,” Plaza said.
As Secretary, Plaza leads ASB
through agendas and feedback,
making sure members are on
PLAZA KEEPING IT IN
task. He also carries out planning
ORDER AS SECRETARY
and holds extra meetings when
necessary for ASB activities, maintaining records as he goes.
“I am always open to questions, opinions and situations
that a student might not feel comfortable telling someone
else,” Plaza said. “Communication is key and I hope that
our wolves can take advantage of that.”
Treasurer: Zannatul Mim
With a positive and informative perspective on her
position, Zannatul Mim is ecstatic to be joining the ASB

their ‘pops’ was cool,” Ryu said.
“I really wanted to leave something behind before going off to
college.”
Ryu found out about his win
through his friends, who alerted
him of the good news before he
could see it himself on Schoology. Ecstatic, he celebrated with
friends before delivering the news
to his parents, who he describes
as more excited than even he was.
Due to online school being in
place during nominations and
voting, the ability to campaign for
the titles was modified. Nominees
this year uploaded to a google
slide presentation, where they
could make a collage showcasing why they should win their
category.
Winning during a pandemic
altered Ryu’s view of his win. Despite earning the title, the lack of
in person events made the whole
process feel downplayed.
“Although I am very grateful and
honored to have won any superlatives at all, it wasn’t exactly what
I had dreamed of when entering
highschool,” Ryu said.
Voted ‘Most likely to change
the world’ and ‘Most likely to be
president’, Helen Kim feels that
winning during online-school adds
value to the voting process.
“I haven’t physically seen my
peers in a very long time,” Kim
said. “Yet they identify me by dignifying characteristics and even
voted for me.”
Believing she was a great candidate, Kim was nominated and

encouraged by a friend. She gave
in and decided to run, winning left
her pleasantly surprised.
Upon discovering her win as
most likely to one day become
president, Helen felt that the best
part of being a superlative was
the honor that underlies beneath
the title of the superlative spot.
“Being a superlative leaves a
legacy. It’s a great honor to leave
my name in the yearbook that
peers will look through years later
to say, ‘Hey, I remember Helen!
I wonder if she’s a presidential
candidate.’”
When faced with the news
that she won, Helen was delighted
with the surprise of winning her
titles.
“I was pleasantly surprised.
I didn’t have high expectations
and was running in good fun, so I
was even happier when I saw my
name on the list.”
Class Clown, otherwise known
as Robert Angel, was surprised at
his win.
“My initial reaction was ‘Sheesh
I won!’,” Angel said. “People voted
for me and I didn’t really think
they would. That means they think
I’m funny and that they know me
so that’s cool.”
Angel discovered the iconic
‘Class Clown’ title in his freshman
year. Since then, it was his dream
to win the superlative his senior
year. Earning it himself has given
him the chance to wrap up his
high school experience on a positive note.
Letting out a chuckle, Maahir

Board as the newly elected treasurer.
With the goal of ensuring school events cater best
to the student body and are enjoyable, Mim will be
managing ASB’s funds, most of which come from
fundraising events.
She is definitely ready to connect with her fellow
COURTESY | ZANNATUL MIM
officers and constituents in
person, instead of virtually.
“The real-life experience of
ASB is definitely more exciting
than the conditions we are in
now, and I hope to be able to
share that experience with
everybody, especially in my
senior year.”
MIM COUNTING MONEY
Mim makes sure her peers
AS TREASURER
know they can count on her.
“One thing I want my fellow Wolves to know is that they
can feel free to approach me anytime with concerns or
questions they have associated with my role or ASB in
general. I will make every effort to answer them to the
best of my abilities.”
Communications Director: Kristine Shahbazyan
Social media is one of the primary ways ASB
communicates with the student body.
COURTESY | KRISTINE SHAHBAZYAN
ASB’s Instagram page is
soon to be the responsibility of
Kristine Shahbazyan, the new
Communications Director.
She will be running ASB’s
social media platforms, posting
up to date information and
interacting with students.
“As communications director,
SHAHBAZYAN MAKING
I plan to make sure that all
UPDATES AS DIRECTOR
students at Van Nuys feel as if
they have direct access to communicate with ASB and to
be able to make a positive change for all.”
Any student who wants to make a difference at
school should be involved with ASB, according to
Shahbazyan.
“Being part of ASB is such a great way to take direct
action in creating change at Van Nuys High School,” she
said. “It teaches us new skills and traits that we can use
not just in school, but for the rest of our lives.”

Shaheed was excited to find out he
was voted ‘Best Laugh’. He knew he
fit the category perfectly and decided to run for the coveted spot.
“I just have a genuinely infectious laugh and thought it would
be a good idea to run for a spot in
my specialty,” Shaheed said.
Winning a title and being
showcased in the yearbook, senior
superlatives winners have left a
lasting impression on both their
classmates and school faculty.

Senior Superlatives Winners
BEST SMILE
Raine Torres & Toby Ryu
MOST ATHLETIC
Moises Velasquez, Jake Stanley, &
Arianna Villalobos
MOST LIKELY TO CHANGE THE WORLD
Helen Kim & Lou Pendergrass
BEST DANCER
Miana Abramson & Steven Kim
MOST LIKELY TO BE A CELEBRITY
Wells Upstill, Anahit Chamichyan, &
Siena Viviano
BEST DRESSED
Anthony Turner & Lou Pendergrass
BEST LAUGH
Maahir Shaheed & Kimberly Munoz
MOST CHANGED SINCE
FRESHMAN YEAR
Mynor Hernandez & Alina Barlow
MOST LIKELY TO COME BACK AS A
TEACHER
Gweneth Escobar & Aira Mendoza
LIFE OF THE PARTY
Alina Barlow & Aira Mendoza
MOST SCHOOL SPIRIT
Jericka De Jesus & Toby Ryu

BEST HAIR
Rokshana Bushra, Mikayla Cortes, &
Ivonne Chuvac
MOST LIKELY TO TRAVEL THE WORLD
Raine Torres & Jet Chuayjarensook
MOST LIKELY TO BE PRESIDENT
Helen Kim & Wells Upstill
MOST LIKELY TO SURVIVE A ZOMBIE APOCALYPSE Amelia Sandoval
& Jet Chuajarernsook
MOST LIKELY TO HAVE A 5-STAR ISLAND
IN ANIMAL CROSSING Sabreena
Tejeda & Meghety Mikhaelian
BEST FINE ARTIST
Ayisha Bushra, Emily Woo & Lesley
Lutin
CLASS CLOWN
Robert Angel
BUSIEST SENIOR
Helen Kim & Andy Joachin
BEST MAKEUP
Adriana Contreras & Sofia Luina
BEST IMPOSTER IN AMONG US
Terrence Lazo, Frances Relente &
Sabreena Tejeda
MOST LIKELY TO BECOME
A YOUTUBER
Anahit Chamichyan
BIGGEST FANGIRL/FANBOY
Jericka De Jesus & Ayisha Bushra
BEST SHOE GAME
Natalie Alvarenga
BEST MUSICIAN
Adrian Torres & Raine Torres
MOST LIKELY TO FALL ASLEEP IN
CLASS
Aileen Flores & Shayan Alamgir
MOST DRAMATIC OR THEATRICAL
Victoria Miteva & Alexa Abrego
MOST LIKELY TO BE IN A CARTOON
Paijitra Insaor
MOST CREATIVE
Emily Woo & Rokshana Bushra
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“I GET TERRIFIED...” Xenophobia has plagued Asian-Americans since the start of
the covid-19 pandemic. Van Nuys High School, even with its large Asian population,
has not be immune. Rachel Sang said that both classmates and strangers told her
to “catch the virus and die,” and told her to “go back” to her own country.

D

uring the early days of the pandemic,
junior Ysabel Zurita stepped onto bus 169
home after school. Rushing towards a
free seat, she blocked out the usual loud,
chattering strangers around her. A few moments
later, somebody sat down on the spot next to her.
Seconds after the bus began moving, the person beside her suddenly lurched from where they
sat. Confused, Zurita looked up at them to see an
alarmed expression on their face as they stared her
down. Amidst the blend of voices in the bus, she
heard them clearly utter the words, “Chinese virus”
while quickly backing up.
Not a single person on the bus did anything to
stand up for Zurita as she was subjected to this
racist treatment. Appalled by the silence, she firmly
told them, “I’m Filipino, not Chinese.” The passenger
ignored her statement and sat in a different seat, far
from where Zurita was sitting. The uneasiness she felt
on the ride home was a feeling she would never forget.
Since the beginning of the covid-19 lockdowns
in early March 2020, Asians and Asian-Americans
continue to face extreme xenophobia. Hate speech
on social media blaming Asians for the spread of the
virus only scratches the surface of this issue. Reports
of extreme harassment and physical attacks towards
Asian-Americans, linked to covid-19, consisted of
being spit on, yelled at, slashed across the face,
burned, shoved, called slurs, threatened or violently
beaten. U.S. lawmakers argue that these incidents
are only fueled further by the anti-Asian rhetoric
politicians have used, and still continue to use, such
as U.S. President Donald Trump’s use of the phrases
“Chinese virus” and former Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo describing covid-19 as the “Wuhan virus”.
According to the nonprofit organization Stop
AAPI (Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders) Hate,
a total of 3,292 incidents of racism against Asian
Americans were reported in the year of 2020. They
received 503 reports in the year of 2021.
The murder of eight people by a gunman at
three separate spas in Atlanta, two victims being
Chinese immigrants and four being South Korean
immigrants, is one of the many incidents that has
occurred during the pandemic. The shootings had
incited even more outrage and fear within the Asian
and Asian-American people, who have long been
voicing their anger about seeing the continuous
violence against their communities.
Zurita grew up in the Philippines. She moved to
the United States in early 2019 afraid that she would
face discrimination. Reading about the rise in hate
crimes against Asians in places like Atlanta, San
Francisco and New York worsened her anxiety.
“It was at that moment I felt the fear I’ve always
harbored since I moved to the states,” Zurita said.
“Being a victim of racial violence has always been a

fear of mine, and because of the rise in hate crimes I
became scared of stepping outside the four walls of
my own home.”
Zurita’s family has also received advice from
people in her community to avoid racial violence.
Her aunt was commuting home one day and
was advised by another Filipino woman to bring
sunglasses, otherwise she would be identified as
Asian and thus targeted by racists. Her relatives in
the Philippines planned to bring their families to the
U.S. for school but the recent hate crimes have made
them change their minds.
Sophomore Rachel Sang worries about the surge
of anti-Asian violence. Her father told her about an
elderly Asian man in Koreatown who was beaten
and told to “go back to China.”
“I get terrified because that man could’ve been my
dad, my mom or my grandparents,” Sang said. “I also
felt furious because we belong here in America just
as much as everyone else. The ignorance that certain
individuals had surrounding Asian Americans ended
up being lethal, which is just unacceptable and tragic.”
Sang has also been the victim of racial profiling
and verbal harassment. At the beginning of the
pandemic, other students attending Van Nuys High
School, as well as strangers, had told her to “catch
the virus and die.” Her friends and family had been
told to “go back” to their own country.
“People just refuse to look beneath the surface of
our facial features and skin.”
Hearing about similar incidents have scared
sophomore Abigail Dawn Lee, not for herself, but for
her grandparents who live in Koreatown and only
speak Korean. She’s also worried about the safety of
her own parents. As a precaution, no one in her family is allowed to go outside alone.
As a result of dealing with racism as she grows up
and hearing her parents talk about the mistreatment
and bigotry they face at work, sophomore Esther
Kim can’t help but feel frustrated and powerless.
Part of her frustration also lies with the model
minority myth — the idea that Asian-Americans
do not face problems that plague other minorities,
such as unemployment or poverty, because they’re
perceived to have succeeded through hard work,
determination and commitment to education.
The myth is often used to undermine the racism
and income inequality that some Asian-Americans
continue to face, by treating Asian-Americans as a
monolithic group while pitting minorities against
each other. Kim believes that the model minority
myth must be destroyed because it has caused many
people to believe that discrimination against Asians
doesn’t really exist.
“Going through these experiences and hearing
these stories from a young age has made me feel
afraid of the world, and even upset,” Kim said. “I also

Anti-Asian

feel extreme anger towards those who act this way
towards Asians. Lots of people believe we don’t face
harsh prejudice due to the model minority myth,
but that is very far from the truth.”
Breaking the model minority myth is also something Zurita also hopes will happen. She says that
one of the ways to combat this false perception is to
change the way film and television perpetuate Asian
stereotypes.
“Given how powerful media is in these times, the
entertainment industries should push more towards breaking the model minority myth prevalent
in the things we watch on screen,” Zurita said.
For students of Asian descent, living in America
oftentimes makes it difficult to appreciate their own
culture because of potential harassment and rejection from classmates.
Growing up, Sang felt that she had to abandon
her own identity and assimilate into American
culture just to receive approval or acceptance from
others. At a young age, she was embarrassed that
her parents weren’t fluent in English. She was afraid
she would be shunned by her peers because her
parents had heavy accents. She told her parents
never to speak Korean with her in public because
she wanted to feel accepted as an American.
Like Sang, Lee felt inferior because of her ethnicity. She would make fun of her own appearance
and intelligence in front of her non-Asian friends to
make them laugh. Sometimes, Lee would even put
down her own mother.
“I would often degrade myself, saying I have small
eyes that are ugly,” Lee said. “I even put down my
own mother by saying that she was a ‘crazy Korean
tiger mom’ in front of my friends as a joke.”
Eventually, she stopped making self-demeaning
jokes to fit in with people who wouldn’t accept her as
she was.
“I realized that saying those things about myself
and hearing it from others heavily weighed on my
self-esteem and identity as an Asian-American.”
Kim believes simply being openly supportive,
speaking out and being aware of Asian discrimination is very helpful. Silence is the worst thing,
especially now, she added. It’s important that people
start calling out their friends on racist behavior, and
“speaking out and providing resources to help is the
most non-Asian people can do.”
Speaking up about these issues is crucial for Sang,
however, she advises to not be a performative activist in these times of injustice.
“I think it’s really important to be actively antiracist, not just posting little cartoons saying ‘Hello
Kitty Says Stop Asian Hate,’” Sang said. “Reposting
crucial information, signing petitions and listening to
Asian-Americans is very helpful and more important than being a performative activist.”

HATE CRIMES
ONTHE
By ANGELICA VENTURINA

ILLUSTRATION by LINDA MELENDEZ
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shoved, called slurs, threatened,violently beaten...
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PANORAMA At an elevation of 5,185 feet, the breathtaking view from the
Keys Viewpoint shows Mexico over 100 miles away (L), the Salton Sea, the
Coachella Valley and part of the San Andreas Fault.

TEXT & PHOTOGRAPHS by ANDRE DAVANCENS

I left my heart in Joshua Tree National Park

T

he sight before me was
ethereal.
The park is dotted
with its distinct trees, a
spiky yucca overgrown
to the height of
sprawling oaks, breaking up the sandy
rocks and shading the cacti and shrubbery
beneath.
Joshua Tree National Park was bound
to be my new escape.
Waking up at 1 a.m. and heading on a
three-hour drive, my family and I arrived
bright and early to watch the sun rise over
the landscape.
Having seen few sunrises outside of

the San Fernando Valley, and even fewer
outside of a city, nothing prepared me for
the beauty of Joshua Tree.
The sun slowly rose from the
mountains surrounding the Cholla Cactus
Garden. A yellow light illuminated the
valley for what seemed like an eternity. The
soft yellow soon burst into a deep orange
setting the sky ablaze. The moment felt
magical.
As my family continued with our
planned trip of hiking and bird watching,
Joshua Tree did not cease to amaze me.
Every few miles the ecosystem changed,
shifting from the jagged, cactus-covered
volcanic rock of the Colorado Desert to

I YJT Sports Editor
Andre Davancens and
his dog Fawkes.

the soft shrub-covered sandstone of the
Mojave Desert.
My family and I explored rock tunnels
and caves and climbed over boulders to
uncover stunning new views.
Standing at the Keys View you could see
everything that living in California is about:
snow-capped mountains, the beaches
of the Salton Sea, the majestic Mojave
Desert and the famous San Andreas Fault
bisecting the Coachella Valley.
As the day drew to an end, I was sad to
leave.
On the way home I was exhausted yet
fulfilled, hiking around Joshua Tree was
one of the greatest workouts of my life.

5:47 A.M. The sun is close to
peaking over the mountains
near a cholla cactus garden
(above), painting the sky an
almost neon orange.

DAY IS BORN Davancens captures
the colorful sunrise in a desert
garden populated with spiny cholla
cactus.

COURTESY | EMILY DAVANCENS

LANDING A raven joins
its mate on a sandstone
outcrop (left) near the
famous Skull Rock, one of
Joshua Tree National Park’s
many natural wonders.
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5:48 A.M. The sun has started to peak over the mountains setting the sky and
the spines of the cholla cactuses ablaze with an incredible shade of orange.

GETTING
THERE

JOSHUA TREE
NATIONAL PARK
Approximately 150-mile
drive from Van Nuys:
• Take CA-170 southbound
from Victory Blvd.

• Merge onto east CA-134
• Continue on east I-210
to east I-10

• Continue on east I-10 to

Exit 117 Whitewater/CA-62

• Continue on east CA-62
to Yucca Trail.

• Keep right on Yucca Trail
to Park Blvd.

WRITTEN IN STONE
Wind shaped the
sandstone landscape
(above) over thousands
of years creating inviting
rock climbing spots.

NATURE’S PALLETTE Even after the
golden hour was over, the cactuses
were still a beautiful shade of orange.
The sky was seemingly painted by an
artist using pastels.

ON ALERT A loggerhead
shrike (left) looking
out for predators while
perched on a brilliant
green joshua tree, the
park’s namesake.
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FAREWELL to an IC
By ANI TUTUNJYAN | PHOTO BY IVAN DELGADO

W

ith numerous
“Best Magnet”
titles under her
belt, Principal
Yolanda
Gardea will be
retiring from
San Fernando
Valley’s secondoldest high school leaving behind a legacy and big shoes
to fill.
During her eight years serving as principal, Ms.
Gardea has managed to increase the graduation rate
of the residential school from 24 percent to 70 percent
through the development of the Freshman Academy
and established the Crimson Club honor society for
residential students as a positive behavior support.
In addition, she has played a pivotal role in
encouraging all student activities to improve student
engagement and pride in the school through the athletic
programs, Arts, Tech Arts, Yearbook, Journalism, allacademic teams and student-run clubs.
Her support of on-campus extracurriculars had a lot
to do with her own high school experience.
“I was involved in music, theater and played water
polo in high school,” she said. “I was able to travel to
New York City in my junior and senior years with the
Drama Club. Being involved in school helped me as my
home life was a bit tough with an alcoholic dad who was
verbally mean.”

After graduating high school, Ms. Gardea attended
UCLA where she felt that she was behind compared to
her classmates. High school hadn’t properly prepared
her for the rigors of college academics.
So when she became a teacher and later an
administrator, she made it her goal to offer students
equal opportunities both academically and in
extracurriculars to ensure all her students were
prepared for college.
Ms. Gardea began her teaching career in 1985 at
Walter Reed Middle School in Studio City where she
worked for 22 years. She was an instrumental music
teacher for Orchestra, Band, Jazz Band and beginner
classes, all of which won many awards under her
instruction.
Making the leap from the classroom to
administration, she continued her career with LAUSD,
rising through the ranks. She took a position as an
Assistant Principal at North Hollywood High for three
years and then moved to Ramon Cortines School of
Visual and Performing Arts in Los Angeles for another
three yearsIn 2013 she was named principal at Van
Nuys High School, replacing the retiring Dr. Judith
Vanderbok.
Throughout her years of working as principal, some
of Ms. Gardea’s fondest memories include watching
students participate in the extracurricular activities
they enjoy.
“My favorite part of working at VNHS is getting to
attend all of the Arts performances, sporting events,

going to competitions all over the country and
with the teachers to improve instruction,” she
truly love the faculty and students of VNHS an
they are all amazing people.”
The school has received national recognitio
excellence and student participation in the my
of programs that are offered has increased, as
enrollment. While those are lofty achievement
Gardea still believes there is room for improve
especially the number of students who go on t
endeavors with a diploma in hand.
“You all have to keep the ship going and kee
for 100 percent graduation and keep winning
She would also like to see students take adv
the technical education pathways offered at sc
as Auto, Machine, Culinary Arts, Filmmaking, G
Design and Stage Design.
After working for the district for 36 years, M
plans to keep busy. She looks forward to spend
time as a retiree traveling, relaxing and doing t
she loves.
“I will help with the care of my 96-year-old m
take golf lessons, work at Walter Reed Middle S
the music department and whatever else com
said.
While Ms. Gardea is excited to retire, she wi
years she spent with the students and staff.
“My farewell message is that I will remembe
love and fondness all that we have accomplish
together.”

After serving as principal for eight years, Ms. Gardea will say
goodbye to students and faculty at the end of this semester

A tribute
to retiring
Principal
Yolanda
Gardea
Junior Fatiah Lawal: I’m sad
to see Ms. Gardea leave.
I loved how involved she
was in student activities,
especially the arts. She was
able to do so much for us
and the next principal will
have a lot to live up to.
Junior Marlen Cartagena: I’m
happy for her because she
finally will get to rest and I’m
also sad because she was a
very good principal and we
were lucky to have her.
Senior Nicole Nazaire:
I’m sad about her leaving
because she was a huge
supporter of the cheer
program. We’re very blessed
to have such a wonderful
principal on our side.

Sophomore Kyla Villanueva:
I’m really sad because she
really helped out the sports
program especially cheer and
I will miss her. I’m also really
grateful that I had her as a
principal because of all of the
things that she’s done for
the athletic department. She
really made cheer easier and
fun because she provided a
lot of equipment for us and
were all truly grateful for that.
Mr. Jacob Ferrin, Social
Science Teacher: I’ve been
all over LAUSD and I’ve
never really been to a school
that loves their principal as
much as this school loves
Ms. Gardea. I’ve never been
to a school where the worst
thing they say about their
principal is that they disagree
with this tactic, but I greatly
respect her. That phrase
is literally the worst thing
I’ve ever heard about. She’s
actually a very legitimately
good principal and I think for
me, she’s the one who hired
me. She was in my interview,
and she’s the one who hired
me. So I think I have a lot to

thank her for. She’s the one
who decided to get me into
ASB. She’s moved a lot at
the school for equity. She’s
changed so much about
how we think about the
magnets and the residential
program. As for her impact
on me personally, she was
the one who gave me my
job, she gave me my career.
And if I ever wanted to be an
administrator, which would
be decades from now, but
if I ever wanted to do the
job, I think she’s absolutely
the model for an educators
principal. And I think that you
really see that in the success
of the school and what she
has been able to achieve
underneath her leadership.
To whoever’s coming in good
luck. Good luck to whoever
has to take her place
because it’s gonna be a really
tough role to fill.
Ms. Kyrie Martin, Math
Teacher: So I’ve worked here
since 1997 and Ms. Gardea is
the best leader we’ve had at
the school. We have a very
diverse community and she

makes sure that all students
have what they need. You
know, the high achieving
students and the students
who need a lot of extra help,
she helps both of them and
she’s going to be very hard to
replace.
Ms. Miya Kuromiya, Art
Teacher: What’s special
about Ms. Gardea is that she
established a school culture
that started at the very top.
That was very empathetic.
She cares about all the
students, she’s genuine, she’s
honest and she’s down to
earth. She once said that she
hires the right people, and
she trusts them to do their
job. And I think that kind of
trust impacts administrators,
which impacts the teachers, which filters all the way
down to the students. And
she created a school culture
that’s very compassionate
and very understanding. And
I think the students pick up
on that. And because the
administrators treat each
other with respect and trust,
it spreads around the school,

and I think it starts at the
top, and that’s what’s so
wonderful about her. And if
she leaves and suddenly everything changes, that might
mark the end of my teaching
career. And that’s, that’s the
honest to God truth because
she’s the first principal that
I ever worked with and she
might be the last. I could tell
she’s a good person.
Mr. Bradley Margolin, Math
Teacher: I think Ms.Gardea
will be remembered as a
principal that looked after
her staff and students and
she was great with parents
and so that’ll be her legacy
here and someone we will
miss, she is very hard to
replace. She’s probably the
best principal I’ve worked
with in 32 years.
Ms. Milagro Medrano, Math
Teacher: I am going to miss
her compassion and deep,
deep love for the school and
the students. So, I think that
what she’s leaving behind
is this idea of pushing our
kids forward. Let’s make

sure that they beco
best that they can
just being human a
know, having the ki
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END OF AN ERA From the
Crimson Club to the Freshman Academy, Principal
Gardea has impacted the
school in all the right ways.
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FAREWELL
TO THE 2021
RETIREES
Nancy Rodono: Textbook Clerk
How long have you worked at Van Nuys?
I have worked at Van Nuys High School for eight years.
What was your favorite part of working here?
My favorite part of working at Van Nuys was definitely
meeting so many amazing students over the year,
especially, the students who were assigned to assist
me in the textbook room each period. I enjoyed
their fresh spirit and attitude and learning of their
hopes and dreams. There would be those occasions
where I would listen to their cares and concerns and
hopefully, I helped in some small way by just listening.
I don’t know if they knew it, but they would brighten
my day by just walking into the room.
What will you miss most about working at Van Nuys?
I will miss the education vibe and the incredible
creativity and dedication that take place daily. I will
miss the sounds of lunchtime laughter and sports
being played in the near distance from the textbook
room. I will also miss helping students and teachers
with their book needs, having conversations, laughs
with anyone who would visit the textbook room.
What have you learned from your time as the
textbook clerk?
It is a big task to provide and make sure 2,600 and
some students have all the textbooks they need
to succeed. Also, to make sure all the textbooks
are returned at the end of the year. I have learned
that with teamwork and committed individuals,
nothing is impossible. Each year, the support from
administrators, teachers, students, and staff would
make for a successful distribution and return.
What are some things you wish you would have done
as a textbook clerk but didn’t have the chance to do?
To be honest, read more books.
What do you plan to do in your time as a retiree?
I would like to travel, visit family and friends, cook and
bake more, volunteer, maybe work part-time and last,
but not least, tap back into my creative side.
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TURNING THE
PAGE Textbook Clerk Ms.
Nancy Rodono
is retiring after
eight years with
the school.
She wishes she
had read more
books during
her tenure in the
position.

BON VOYAGE
Math teacher Ms.
Gloria Aisupuro is
retiring after what
she describes
as an enjoyable
and extensive
career. She plans
on traveling and
working on other
personal projects.

Gloria Aispuro: Math Teacher
How long have you taught at Van Nuys?
By June 2021, I will have taught 16 yrs. My entire
teaching career has been at Van Nuys High.
What was your favorite part of teaching here?
I felt that there was cohesion between the students,
faculty, and the administration and that made
teaching at Van Nuys HS an enjoyable experience.
What will you miss most about teaching?
I will miss the camaraderie of my colleagues and the
thrill of watching students I taught graduate on stage.
What have you learned from your time teaching?
I learned that teaching is forever evolving and
changing. I waited for the years to come when I could
bring out my lessons from years back and reuse them
but it never happened.
What are some things you wish you would have done
as a teacher but didn’t have the chance to?
I did all I planned to do with teaching but I would
have wanted to shift into administration.
What do you plan to do in your time as a retiree?
I am looking forward to slowing down my professional
life and building up my personal life by traveling with
my family, finishing the genealogy project I started
many years ago, starting my garden, and reading the
hundreds of books I have saved to read for this time
of my life. The idea of not having a daily schedule to
follow is a dream.

Robert Crosby: History Teacher
and UTLA Rep.
How long have you taught at Van Nuys?
I’ve taught at Van Nuys since 1996.
What was your favorite part of teaching here?
Meeting the students and getting to know literally,
thousands of students. They were fun.
What will you miss most about teaching?
I will most of the students and some of the faculty
that I’ve become friends with. But mostly it’s the
interaction with my students.
What have you learned from your time teaching?
Teaching well is a very difficult job. You must have
multiple talents in order to do it well but at the same
time, there’s more than one way to do it well. You can
do this job a thousand ways right and a thousand
different ways wrong so it’s hard.
What are some things you wish you would have done
as a teacher but didn’t have the chance to?
As a teacher, I’ve done pretty much everything I’ve
wanted. I’ve taught every subject I’ve wanted to teach.
What do you plan to do in your time as a retiree?
You know, I don’t know. Sort of just hang out and see
how it goes. Play it by ear like I do most of my life.

• INTERVIEWS BY EDITOR-IN-CHIEF ANI TUTUNJYAN

HE’S HISTORY
After 25 years
teaching history,
Mr. Robert Crosby
is retiring but not
without leaving
an impact on
thousands of
his students. He
doesn’t really
have any plans,
except to “play it
by ear.”
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My fight to stay focused
My cell phone took over my life. I had to change or risk failing all my classes

I

can’t stop looking at my phone.
Every few minutes it calls my
name. Gwen.
If I try to ignore it, it screams
my name: GWEN!!!
I find myself consumed by my
phone whether it’s during virtual
classes or late into the night past my bedtime.
I tell myself a few minutes of scrolling through
social media won’t cause any harm but before
I know it I’ve watched more videos than I
should have and hours have already passed.
Being on my phone constantly eats its way
into my day. I ignore my responsibilities and
substitute them for hours of social media
scrolling.
The app I spent over four hours on a day:
TikTok
If I had known I would develop an
addiction, I would have never made an
account.
TikTok has taken the lead in being the most
used app among teens in 2020 with over 689
million active users. The growth rate has yet
to slow down and the app continues to be a
favorite, especially with young people.
But what makes this app different from the
rest?
Is it the fun dance trends that get
everybody moving or the wide-ranged variety
of content?
Maybe it’s the crazy storytimes. Or maybe
the ability to save videos directly to your
camera roll for easy sharing.
These features definitely contribute to the
TikTok craze. But the main reason it sucks
in so many teens is because it is mindless
entertainment. It requires little to no attention
span. That’s why I find my eyes glued to the
tiny screen for hours.
Other apps like Facebook and Instagram
feature hour-long videos and wordy
paragraphs that go with them. But TikTok
videos are short. Captions can’t exceed 100
characters. So it’s easier for viewers to get
the most out of TikTok’s content in a short
amount of time.

GWEN LANGI
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These features are no mistake.
Creators and marketers capitalize on
audiences that want short and easy content.
Like me.
TikTok captured my attention and took
over my life. Long studying sessions have
become polluted with social media breaks
and Zoom sessions are constantly interrupted
by my need to reach for my phone.
My attention span has shortened even
more. I find it hard to focus for long periods.
The more time I spend on a single activity, the
more my interest and attention decreases.
Homework assignments take way longer
than necessary. Hobbies I once enjoyed have
become exhausting.
But as my senior year draws to a close and I
approach the start of college, my ability to focus
becomes more important than ever. If I don’t
fight to maintain a proper focus my inability to
complete any tasks will only get worse.
Holding myself accountable for allowing
this distraction to take over my life was
difficult because I kept making excuses.
Small increments of wasted time
eventually turned into hours until I had no
other choice but to put everything off for
another day. With piled-up homework and
responsibilities I reached a breaking point. My
grades plummeted. To my friends, family and
teachers I became unreliable.
It was time to regain control of my time.
I tried Apple’s App Limits feature, which
lets users set specific time limits for specific
apps. Unfortunately, I continuously bypassed
the daily time limits, defeating the feature’s
purpose. My last resort was to manually
disable app notifications individually to

prevent myself from checking my phone
every time I heard or saw a new notification.
A different Apple feature that works
similarly to combat excessive device usage is
the personalized weekly screen time report
which recaps the number of notifications
received, hours spent on the device and
number of times the device is picked up.
My report showed that I averaged 11 hours
on my phone every day when instead I should
have been completing assignments, doing
chores or spending time doing hobbies.
The graphs, charts and numbers showing
the time I wasted every day helped me
reverse my bad habits.
Another way I’ve regained control is by
limiting the content I post.
Posting less on social media meant less
engagement from my followers, which
decreased my urge to reply to them.
Extending my attention span became
easier after cutting the distractions out. Filling
my time with healthier activities that require
patience and attention to detail has improved
my focus tremendously..
Jigsaw puzzles are my newest hobby.
Setting a time limit helps me maintain some
control over my attention span.
Word search and sudoku puzzle books
weren’t an ideal everyday activity for me at
first but the problem-solving mindset and
techniques they required have also helped.
I’ve also had to unlearn multitasking,
another unhealthy habit that wastes time.
Devoting your attention to one task and
performing your best is a more effective
strategy than devoting a partial effort
towards multiple tasks.
Although I still experience moments of
being distracted and bored, my ability to focus
has improved nonetheless.
My fight to change the way I spend my
time has really been an eye opener for me.
Technology has turned content
consumption into a monster that can
consume your life.
I had to learn the hard way.

‘‘

Being on my phone constantly
eats its way into my day. I
ignore my responsibilities and
substitute them for hours of
social media scrolling.”

SHUTTERSTOCK | DOOM.KO
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Live streaming, the newest career path for
teens, is why every student gamer needs
to break into the booming business

H

eadsets, consoles and a threescreen gaming setup.
What was once a hobby
has now become a career
opportunity as streaming platforms have
made it possible for everyday gamers to
get paid for doing what they enjoy.
Twitch is currently the longest-standing
kingpin video game streaming platform
where users can either watch their
favorite gamers stream while playing or
become a livestreamer themselves as they
build an audience.
Gaming and esports live streaming
analytics company Stream Hatchet
reports that in the third quarter of 2019
approximately 3.8 billion hours of game
streaming content had been watched by
Twitch, YouTube, Facebook and Mixer
users. By the second quarter of 2020 that
number spiked to 7.6 billion, thanks to
the pandemic, which left users stuck in
quarantine.
With livestreaming popularity having
surged during quarantine there isn’t a
better time to jumpstart a streaming
career than now.
Streaming has rapidly gained
popularity among tech-savvy teens
and younger audiences, increasing
competitiveness and making it harder
for smaller gamers to build an audience.
Social media popularity is important
when becoming a gamer so if anyone is
interested in becoming a live streamer I
suggest you start now.
A common concern for young
streamers comes from parents regarding
internet safety. Although internet safety is
hard to monitor, streaming platforms are
far from unrestricted spaces that overlook
safety concerns. Twitch guidelines

FELIPE RODRIGUEZ
explicitly state rules against violence,
harassment and malicious content.
This includes cracking down on
internet trolls — users who post offensive
content with the intention of antagonizing
others. Senior livestreamer Sebastian
Carpintero says ignoring them is the best
thing to do.
“If you let it bother you, you are just
playing into their hands,” says Carpintero.
“I’d like to think maybe they just had
a bad day and let them vent out their
frustration.”
Despite evil online trolls, the good
outweighs the bad as you are able to
make virtual friends. They can be fellow
streamers that you stream game sessions
with online or subscribers that prefer to
watch and react to your content. These
friends can be located across the world or
even be your neighbor down the road.
Before YouTube developed their own
live streaming service, gamers recorded
their sessions and published them to their
channel after editing. This use of standard
video satisfied the gaming community
for quite some time but audiences
now crave the active engagement that
only live streaming can offer. Tuning
in on the videogame action while it’s
happening keeps the audience up-todate with streamers and maintains a
connection where subscribers feel as
if they are experiencing the game with

them, a connection that Carpintero says
contributes to the fun of it all.
“My favorite part of streaming is just
talking to chat. You meet all kinds of
people from all over the country. It makes
games that may be single-player much
more enjoyable as you aren’t alone in your
journey.”
Although pay differs depending on the
streaming platform, making money for
simply doing your hobby is still a bonus.
Streamers can earn between $12,000
and $60,000 a year depending on the
game played and their skills. There are
multiple methods of revenue such as
merchandise sales, tournaments winnings
and sponsorships. It’s the perfect source
of income for us teens who’ve been
quarantine gaming and are interested in
profiting off our skills.
Money and fame aside, streamers enjoy
what they do because they have a genuine
interest in their job. Passion is the most
important factor of being a streamer.
It’s pointless to dedicate your money for
equipment and spending time on gaming
if videogames or streaming aren’t things
you’re truly invested in.
Carpintero advises, “If you want to
start streaming the best way is to find
something you particularly enjoy doing
and are good at. If people see you are
enjoying it then they will as well. No one
wants to watch someone who isn’t having
fun. Another important thing is having
a constant this way you can build a
community and get locals who will show
up with everys stream.”
So grab your controller and sit back in
your gaming chair because streaming is
at an all-time high and you don’t want to
miss this livestreaming train.

Dear students, the internet isn’t the place to take your two cents

W

e post a picture letting
our friends know what
we’re up to. We write
lengthy rants on private
accounts to speak our minds. We even go
as far as prettily plating our food to show
followers.
Gen Z is notorious for its use of
technology and social media. We
constantly use the internet, which
documents our every move. We leave
behind a digital footprint, a log of our
individual online activities that can be
retraced. This includes messages we’ve
sent, pictures we post and specific times
we’ve logged into social media accounts.
Footprints are either passive — made
up of information collected from users
without their knowledge — or active —
which are made up of information that
users deliberately share.
We create an online persona that,
unlike our reality, we have complete
control over. The internet gives us the
confidence to post things we normally
wouldn’t say or do in real life. In the real
world we censor ourselves to avoid the
consequences of saying or doing things
that aren’t socially acceptable, whereas on
the internet it’s the complete opposite.
This blurred line separating acceptable
online behavior from our real-world

GWEN LANGI
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behavior is an on-going debate which
questions whether internet users should
face consequences in the real world for
their online behavior.
The consequences of a negative digital
footprint exist in all areas of our lives:
missed job opportunities, school rejections
and even conflict in personal relationships.
Holding internet users accountable
in real life for online behavior ensures
cybersafety for yourself and others.
Those opposing digital footprint
consequences falsely believe that real
life and social media presences are
two different worlds. Therefore there
are different standards of acceptable
behaviors. But this is only an excuse to get
away with posting malicious content while
facing no repercussions in the real world.
Users need to be held responsible for
reckless online behavior. A negative digital
footprint will follow you into the future,
giving employers and schools every right

to make judgments about your character
based on your social media activity to
decide if you’re a wanted aspect in their
community.
Humor seems to be the biggest
difference between reality and online
personas. Social media is polluted with
trolls whose first comedic resort is what
they refer to as “dark humor,’’ which
sometimes consists of racial slurs,
ableist comments and even references to
deceased friends and family.
There is no logic to sitting behind a
screen spewing hateful messages on the
internet and expecting to live your daily
life without facing consequences. If you
wouldn’t say it in real life then don’t say it
on the internet.
This past year brought a blow to the
digital footprints of many. Social media
activism reached its peak with issues like
the presidential candidates, racial protests
and covid-19. Many took their opinions to
social media and while some were harmless others exposed a side of them that
showed racism, bigotry and other characteristics that could well affect the decision
of employers and colleges.
The solution to this problem is easy:
be mindful of your digital footprint and
abstain from posting things that can jeopardize your future.
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My senior year that wasn’t
By ANDRE RODAS

I

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF | THE MIRROR

’ve been robbed.
My buddy Maahir has
been robbed.
Every single high school
senior in L.A. got cheated.
Finally making it to the final
year of high school is something
that has been met with excitement, but for the class of 2021 it’s
been a bittersweet finale.
No Senior Day, Grad Night or
prom. I’ve had my older friends
who have already graduated tell
me about how they had a great
prom experience. Others told
me it was boring and that my
friends and I aren’t missing out
on anything special. But the problem with that is that we’ll never
truly know. Seniors celebrate
many milestones commemorating their hard work over the past
four years but it’s unfortunate
none of us will be able to look
back at these events.
I know that for some, all these
canceled events aren’t a big deal.
That’s completely understandable. While it isn’t the end of the
world, I do wish I could have had
a proper high school experience,
from beginning to end.
Many people were looking
forward to Grad Night. They were
looking forward to competing
against each other on Senior Day.
They were looking forward to
dancing at prom.Some students
had already purchased attire for
prom.
We never even got to do the
little things, like hanging out
on campus one last time with
friends. One thing I really wish I
could do again is sit in the bean
bag chairs in Room 112 with my
friends during lunch. It is something that I will always remember
fondly.
I vividly recall the last day I sat
with Maahir, Alex, Tristan, Son,
John, Erick, Daniel, Mohamed,

Brad, Jeremiah, Joseph and
Jason. It was Friday the 13th in
March 2020. At the time we were
excited. It had just been announced that schools would be
closing. We thought we would be
taking a short break from school
while things blew over. But, as
we sat there we didn’t realize it
would be for the last time.
Student athletes missed
out on a full final season and a
chance to win it all. There were
no crowds to cheer on the varsity
football team. No band to play.
No cheerleaders to shake their
pom poms as they showed their
school spirit.
Clubs missed out on activities

and outings. There were no trips
to competitions with friends and
classmates.
I was looking forward to going
to Seattle for the Fall NSPA Convention. In March last year I was
supposed to go on a once-in-alifetime school-sponsored trip to
New York City for the Columbia
University Journalism Association Convention and Awards Ceremony. I’ve never been to the Big
Apple and I was devastated when
covid-19 canceled the trip.
Over the summer I was supposed to attend a three-week Environmental Journalism conference in Bar Harbor, Maine. I was
one of a few students across the

country who was invited to attend. I worked hard on my application which included a personal
essay that got me in. Another trip
canceled by covid-19.
To be honest, none of this
mattered to me until a few weeks
ago. When I first started senior
year online, it didn’t bother me.
It wasn’t until the year began to
draw to a close that I noticed
how much I had missed out on. I
realized that it did matter to me.
It matters a lot. I’m not angry
about it. No one is to blame. But
I am disappointed. I will never
have the opportunity to redo my
senior year.
The class of 2021 never got the
chance to be seniors. When the
school announced it was holding
an in-person graduation I felt
ambivalent. I have no emotional
connection to this past year so
it doesn’t come close to making
up for everything else that I’d
lost, but I do appreciate the effort
the school has made to end with
some tiny bit of normalcy.
Even after everything that has
happened, looking back, I have
enjoyed most of my high school
experience. My friends and I
made the most of what was given
to us.
When you surround yourself
with good people you’ll always
have a good time no matter
where you are, or what school
you attend, whether it is inperson or virtual. This is what I
learned from my senior year that
wasn’t.
Rodas, Editor-in-Chief of The
Mirror, is a 2020-21 graduate.

A LOST YEAR From the absence of
Prom and Grad Nite to endless Zoom
calls, this year has been an unfulfilling
one for the Class of 2021.
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Walk the blocks Explore the halls of

PIXELATED The entrance of the
school’s main building as it appears
virtually in Minecraft, down to the
rose garden. Block-by-block, seniors
Emily Woo and Simran Grewal built
a near-replica of the entire Van Nuys
High School campus using Minecraft.

Van Nuys once again through Minecraft
By ISABELA DIAZ & ALISON AREVALO

Q

THE MIRROR STAFF

uarantine has been the breeding grounds for creativity for
the faces behind VNHS Minecraft, seniors Emily Woo and
Simran Grewal.
Driven by boredom, Woo and Grewal
started creating the project in the summer of 2020 and kept expanding the
school until they decided to make it a serious project. Block by block, their replica of
Van Nuys High School came together.
The two used Minecraft, a virtual playground where users can create their own
worlds and experiences, using pixelated
building blocks and their own creativity.
“I got bored over the summer and made
the front as a joke,” Woo said. “I later showed
Simran and we decided to keep building.”
Working section by section, the duo
created outlines of the main buildings,
built them to appropriate heights, added
roofs and windows, and finally divided the
buildings into rooms. Being limited to their
memory and Google Maps, they struggled
with creating an accurate scale of Van
Nuys’ major features, such as the quad.
“The quad area was hard to make since

THE BRAINS Begun out of boredom, Simran
Grewal (L) and Emily Woo created a virtual Van
Nuys High School campus in Minecraft.

VIRTUAL TOUR The
back of the main
building, as seen from
the quad (right) and
the football field (far
right) as they appear
in the Minecraft
virtual world. Starting
as a boredom-fueled
summer project, Emily Woo and Simran
Grewal’s Minecraft
server has become an
activity for the entire
student body
to experience.

the size of it had to be compared with
the surrounding buildings and we had to
rebuild it several times,” Woo said.
Their team of two eventually grew to
six, composed of siblings and friends, each
with their own role in the world. Kian,
Woo’s younger brother, helps run and
manage the server. He also helped build
repetitive things like lights, windows and
trees alongside Grewal’s sister, Berleen.
The team also included Shreya Nair,
who included the small details of the
school, along with senior Clara Kim who
provided technical assistance to test the
server on Xbox.
As creative as Minecraft can be, design
is limited. The blocks themselves are very
simple making it difficult to reconstruct
details virtually.
“Design-wise we did the best we could
to represent the most memorable aspects
of the school,” Woo said.
COURTESY | SIMRAN GREWAL

COURTESY | EMILY WOO

“Our main focus was to make it as accurate as possible to a pre-covid VNHS,”
Woo said.
Dedicating countless hours of their
week, the creators were driven by the
positive comments left on Instagram.
It started initially as a fun project, Woo
and Grewal did not expect students to get
as invested in their project or for it to gain
as much traction as it has.
After releasing their first teaser video
of the entrance of the school, followed by
a black screen stating “Coming Soon” on
Instagram last August, students began to
wonder who the brains behind the operation were and if a server would be released.
With more videos being uploaded on
Instagram the group felt like the server
was being spoiled for everyone.They wanted to let people experience the best parts
of the world for themselves. Post after
post, the anticipation built up in students.
“When I first saw the teaser last year, it
was unexpected and left me excited to see a
Minecraft server,” sophomore Eric Heng said.
The world Grewal and Woo created
was converted into a server, allowing students to interact with one another while
exploring the school virtually.
“Being at VNHS through Minecraft and
walking around the halls was pretty surreal and nostalgic,” senior Kylie O’Donnell
said. “Memories of certain places at school

HOW TO ACCESS THE VIRTUAL
VAN NUYS HIGH CAMPUS
Java: minecraftvnhs.mc.gg
Bedrock server address: 162.244.167.51
Bedrock port: 18318
started flooding in and was a pretty bittersweet moment for my friends and I
especially since we’re seniors. I was also
super proud of my friends Emily and
Simran who spent literal months building the whole map. They should really be
applauded for the hard work they did to
make the server come alive!”
Since the release of the server, more
features have been added such as popular
mini games and even hidden surprises.
“The hidden surprises throughout the
map are really fun to look for,” junior Bettina Bascar said. “After you complete the
hidden parkour, you’ll be able to find the
frog’s hangout. I love the frog hangout.”
With the end of school approaching,
Woo and Grewal have decided to take the
server offline when it expires in mid-July,
but their Instagram account and all their
posts will still be up and available for
reference. A walk through of the server is
planned to be posted on Youtube.
Until then, the server can be accessed
on handheld devices (phones and tablets),
PC, Xbox, PS4 and the Nintendo Switch.
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ILLUSTRATION FOR THE MIRROR | AYISHA BUSHRA

‘‘

In movies,
Asian women
are portrayed
as submissive,
sexual objects,
appearing in
subservient
roles linked to
sex work. “

SELECTIVE STARDOM
“Being Asian in the entertainment industry is much
like a double-edged sword;
on one hand, you’ve seized
an incredible opportunity
and are finally under the
limelight, but on the other,
you’re bound to be acknowledged on account of your
race and not your ability”
said illustrator Ayisha Bushra

I’m Asian-American.
Accurate representation in
media is meaningful to me

W

hen I was young, I
always kept myself
surrounded by media
and entertainment.
At an early age I already had a favorite
movie, actor and singer. Yet as a FilipinoAmerican, I usually found myself leaning
toward the Asian side of entertainment.
Even growing up, a part of myself always
enjoyed seeing people who look like
me on the screen. But I soon came to
understand there weren’t many Asian
characters, let alone Asian entertainers
in America. It was a truth I had to accept.
Flipping through channels of white
sitcom families made me feel different,
it was a world I would always see that
I could never relate to. I especially felt
caught between worlds when I would
see glimpses of The Filipino Channel
(TFC) dramas and saw they were in a
completely different country. While I did
enjoy media produced in Asian countries, I grew up in America so I still felt
removed from that world. I simply grew
up feeling excluded in underlying yet impactful ways in an unrecognized margin.
Like every other child, the media I
consumed shaped my personal identity
in more subtle ways than I realized.
Barely seeing people like me on screen
was made even worse by the derogatory portrayals I grew to expect. Demas-

TERRENCE LAZO
culinization of Asian men was the result
of reinforcing stereotypes of geekiness
and packing a smaller size. The only
well-regarded Asian men I would usually see on an American screen were
elderly martial arts masters.
On the opposite side of demasculinized men is the fetishization of Asian
women. In many American movies,
Asian women are portrayed as submissive, sexual objects, appearing in
subservient roles linked to sex work.
Whether it’s a prostitute in Fullmetal
Jacket or a masseuse in Rush Hour 2,
the hypersexualization of Asian women
in Hollywood leaks into gross behavior
in the real world.
At times the whitewashed casting
for Asian stories makes the removal of
Asian-American presence in Hollywood
appear intentional. I distinctly remember
wanting to watch the Hollywood classic
“Breakfast at Tiffany’s,” and turning the
TV off in the first 10 minutes after seeing
the shockingly offensive Mr. Yunioshi

being portrayed by a white actor as
an ethnic caricature, comparable to
minstrel humor. White actress Scarlett
Johansson played Motoko Kusanagi in
“Ghost in The Shell” (2017) and received
universally deserved backlash, yet at
the end of the day the studio still went
through with the terrible decision. In a
theatrical disaster known as “The Last
Airbender,” the writers adapted a TV
series heavily inspired by Inuit and Asian
cultures, with Inuit and Asian characters. Yet the main cast is almost entirely
composed of white actors, the film even
goes as far anglicizing the pronunciation
of the main characters’ names.
Many American-produced movies
romanticize Asian culture and while
there is nothing inherently wrong with
this, many movies celebrate the culture
but remove the spotlight from the people. I’ve lost count of how many movies
I’ve seen about white protagonists in
an Asian setting including: “The Karate
Kid,” “The Last Samurai,” “The Fast and
the Furious: Tokyo Drift,” “Gran Torino,”
“Blade Runner,” “Indiana Jones and The
Temple of Doom,” “Lost in Translation”
and “The Darjeeling Unlimited.”
Making and sharing stories centered
around cultural exchange is important
but these movies tend to follow along
white savior tropes. Clint Eastwood
portrays a Korean war veteran in “Gran
Torino.” He spits out many racial slurs
toward the supporting cast but in the
end he’s honored as a selfless, forgiven
hero with a lazy “redemption” arc. These
roles tend to dehumanize Asians in a
western lense, by never being seen as

characters they can never be thought
of as people. The lack of substance in
their writing, reduces us to props in the
background of an unfamiliar world.
Despite all the frustration, I can
happily say that representation is
becoming more apparent. I could
complain about how disappointing it
was as a kid, but I would be lying if I
said things are the same. In the past 10
years, there has been improvement.
With newer forms of representation
I’m glad to see new tropes portraying us including: “Kim’s Convenience,”
“Master of None,” “The Farewell”
and “Minari.” I could finally watch a
familiar story of what it’s like to be a
generational immigrant. Although I
can already relate to a story I’ve lived
through, they offer new perspectives
that change the way I see my everyday life. This connection and affinity
to these rare kinds of stories made
in America, are the most refreshing
breath of air, for not only me but any
other Asian-American..
Growing up, my identity as a AsianAmerican felt washed away by Hollywood and fixated by the stereotypes
that told me who I was supposed to
be. As a kid I didn’t have many AsianAmerican characters to relate to but
I’m glad to see this might not be the
case for newer generations. As we continue to find our voice in Hollywood it is
important to neglect these commonly
problematic tropes. Although there are
still questionable moves in Hollywood
today, I’m hopeful for the stories of
people like myself in the coming years.
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SNAPSHOT For aspiring photographer Plapol (PJ)
Rattapitack (right), each photo he takes demonstrates
his artistic passion. He advises students not to worry
about what others think and to just “Pursue what is
best for you.”

BREAKINGTHE

STIGMA

PURSUING ART & FASHION AFTER HIGH SCHOOL
By KASEY KIM

W

A&E EDITOR | THE MIRROR

FABRICATED Isabelle
Shin, a student majoring in Fashion at the
Pratt Institute in New
York City, creates
unique and individualistic clothing pieces
with her designs and
extensive hard work.

ABOVE AND BELOW: COURTESY | ISABELLE SHIN

ON-THE-MODEL Layered in beige, Isabelle Shin’s
craftsmanship comes to life on a model who sports
Shin’s spin on a classic trench coat.

aking up
at 7:30
a.m., 2020
alumni
Isabelle Shin starts her
day. Currently attending
Pratt Institute in New
York as a fashion major,
she takes the subway to
campus.
Her typical day consists of taking classes on
contextualizing fashion, themes in art and
culture, form and design
in nature, drape and
construct and fashion
illustration. After class
she enjoys her free time
exploring the city with
her friends. Breaking the
stigma against pursuing
a form of art after high
school, she lives out her
dreams of becoming a
fashion designer.
As the workforce becomes increasingly competitive, art continues to
be seen as an impractical
and financially unstable
career path by many
students and adults. The
lack of awareness and
insight into potential art
careers and the influence
it has on society also
leads to these stigmas.
“I think there is a stigma
against pursuing art since
everyone assumes that
one cannot make a living
as an artist,” art teacher
Jannelle Song said.
The fear and anxiety
spawned by these stigmas lead many students
to doubt and contemplate choosing to pursue
a career in the art field.
Shin has always had
an appreciation for art
and fashion.
“I always knew I wanted to do something in the
creative field, specifically
fashion design because I
loved to draw and make
sculptures out of polymer
clay. When I was a kid, I
would always put on my
bedazzled clothes with a
hot pink boa and strutted
down my living room to
show off the ensemble I
had put together.”
Making the decision
to fully pursue fashion

was not easy. To Shin,
drawing was a hobby and
fashion was merely an
interest.
“I was never an amazing student. I didn’t have
perfect grades and I
didn’t like to study. I knew
that if I chose a career
path that I didn’t enjoy
doing, I would end up
feeling like I am wasting
my life for someone else.”
During her sophomore year in high school,
Shin went to the mall
with her mom to look
at handbags almost
every week. She watched
fashion shows on Vogue
Magazine’s website and
Youtube channel, as well
as Youtube videos that
showcased handbags.
As she watched more
videos, she became
obsessed with the clothes
rather than the handbags
themself.
“I started to create
my full portfolio to apply
to schools for fashion
design. I had the ability
to draw, but I have never
sewn anything in my life
at that point. I was so
worried that I wouldn’t
be able to ‘catch up’ with
my future classmates.
The fashion industry is
very competitive and it
takes a lot of work to be a
successful designer.”
Through support from
her mother and family, Shin decided to give
fashion a try.
“After this realization
of what I wanted to pursue, I felt so free because
I knew what made me
happy and it didn’t matter what my parents, siblings, or friends thought.”
Moving to New York
and pursuing fashion has
been a difficult transition
for Shin.
“I think that this year
was even harder than
any other year in high
school, but there was
never a moment where I
didn’t want to continue.”
2020 graduate Plapol
(PJ) Rattapitak discovered his passion for
photography at a young
age. “Around the age of 13
I started taking pictures

with a camera and just
instantly fell in love.” Taking every opportunity to
grow as a photographer,
he joined journalism and
yearbook in high school.
However, unlike Shin
who decided to pursue
a form of art in college,
Rattapitak decided to enlist in the Air Force after
getting his diploma.
“I just wanted to go
outside my comfort zone
and try something new.”
Rattapitak continues
to take photos in his free
time. He advises current
students to pursue their
passions.
“Just live your dreams
and do what you want.
Pursue what is best for
you. Go outside of that
boundary and step outside the door that lead to
different and many types
of possibilities. Never turn
down opportunities.”
Living out Rattapitak’s
advice, current sophomore Beverly Regino
has accumulated more
than 11,000 followers on
her Instagram account,
where she lives out her
passion while influencing and inspiring others
through her digital art.
Regino’s journey as an
artist began in elementary school. While her
friends joined the school
orchestra, she spent her
hours doodling, letting
her imagination run free.
“I started to make up
some characters, created
stories for them, recreated my favorite animated movie characters,”
Regino said.
Although art is her
passion, Regino hesitated
to fully accept pursuing
art after high school and
potentially considering it
as a career.
“I always considered
art as a hobby, until the
beginning of this year
when I realized that I
wanted to pursue art.
So I ‘officially’ began my
art journey around early
November 2020, to early
January 2021,” she said.
“Well at first I didn’t
want to pursue art as a
career and only thought
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COURTESY | PLAPOL (PJ) RATTAPITAK

of it as a hobby because
I thought the only art
“career” out there was
animation. And while I
love watching animated
movies, people don’t
understand how much
work there is to even put
in one second of a smooth
animation and it wasn’t for
me,” Regino said.
Within this past year,
Regino has made it her goal
to get into an art institute.
Beyond animation, she
realized that there are
many different segments
within art that she is
interested in. Whether it’s
working as a concept artist
for video games or movies
or a freelancer working for
companies, Regino plans
on pursuing a career in the
art industry.
“Artist jobs are actually
very flexible,” Regino said.
“There definitely is a
stigma to pursuing art
after high school because
all your life people tell you
that there isn’t any money
in pursuing art but there
is,” Regino said. “You might
not know it but artists are
actually the basis for the
movies and video games
that everyone loves today.
They bring the ideas of
people to life, and it’s actually truly amazing.”
Growing up surrounded
by art, junior Jersey Vargas
also began her art journey

from a young age. Making
posters for her first grade
class and participating in
small competitions, Vargas
continued to dive deeper
into the arts.
Primarily using watercolor and acrylic paint for
her pieces, she plans to
learn the ins and outs of
digital art.
“As of right now, I’m
learning how to do digital
art because I see how important it is to have skills
in this area, especially for
more industry-based art
careers,” Vargas said.
However, her decision
to pursue art was not clear
cut. “It was difficult for
me to make this decision
because I’m academically
inclined,” she said.
But her clear passion
and enthusiasm for art
guided her decision. “I plan
on either pursuing a career
in animation or illustration
because I enjoy creating
stories and bringing compositions to life.”
Like Regino, Vargas
was confronted with the
stereotypes placed against
pursuing art.
“I do feel that there is a
stigma attached with pursuing art as a career and
I’ve often heard this sentiment expressed by some
peers. However, I believe
that people aren’t aware of
the successes and benefits

COURTESY | JERSEY VARGAS

COURTESY | JERSEY VARGAS

COURTESY | BEVERLY REGINO

SELF-EXPRESSION Revealing herself through her art, Jersey Vargas
paints detailed self-portraits like the one shown above. The artist
works on another drawing project (above right).

that come with pursuing
art,” she said. “I believe that
others should become
more open-minded to
artistic careers since art is
an honorable career, just
as is any other job.”
As any other pursuit and
career option, hard work
and determination opens
many doors in the art field.
“There are so many
different fields in the art
industry that give artists

ample opportunity to be
financially successful while
doing something they are
passionate about,” Ms. Song
said. “They just need to be
persistent while improving their skill with diligence.
They also need to use social
media to promote their
artworks and to make connections. In addition, take
classes, listen to the advice
of other experts and believe
in yourself.”

ON-SCREEN Through digitally-produced
artwork and original drawings, Beverly
Regino is making her way towards an artoriented career after high school.
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COVID-19
COMEBACK...

SPORTS
RETURN
TO CAMPUS

A
By ANDRE DAVANCENS

SPORTS EDITOR | THE MIRROR

n unorthodox year for schooling and for sports , the 2021 sports
season was unexpected but welcome. As an athlete I checked
every schoology message for the words “sports will resume.” For
my sports, Swim and Waterpolo, this message never appeared on
my feed.
It was a different story for my friends in Boys and Girls Soccer,
Baseball, Softball, Boys Basketball, Track and Field, and Volleyball.
All of these teams jumped at the chance to have a season and
were able to field full teams.
Walking the sidelines and interacting with my fellow athletes
there was no sense of envy towards them. At the end of the day,
this unusual year was the very embodiment of sportsmanship. There was absolute respect between
athletes from all schools because we were all glad to see sports finally back.

SERVES UP! Volleyball
player senior Alex Pinwatana fires off his killer
jump serve. After winning
second in their league,
boys volleyball continue
their path to victory
beating the Birmingham
Patriots in the first game
of the playoffs.

IN REVIEW After a relay againt Sylmar, Coach Fernando
Fernandez reviews Uriel Ruiz’s race performance.
THE MIRROR | ANDRE DAVANCENS

TIME OUT Discussing the next play, Boys Volleyball team
members huddle on the field. Looking to win a sixth City title
under Coach Omri Azarly, the team won second in the Valley
Mission League with a 4-1-1 record making it to the playoffs.
THE MIRROR | ANDRE DAVANCENS

THE MIRROR | ANDRE DAVANCENS

FRONT RUNNERS “Although it wasn’t the best season, it was nice having a couple of races this year with the team,” says Senior Moises Velasquez. “I‘m happy with how we performed given the situation,
we didn’t have a lot of time to prep but, it was nice to see the team despite the condititions.” (Top) Coach Alejandro Beccera, Andrea Valdivia Palomares, Nasim Abdul-Malik, Leesly Chavez, Uriel Ruiz, Adolfo
Estevez, Moises Velasquez, Yahir Garcia, Emily Finnegan, Coach Fernando Fernandez, Lesley Lutin, Delmis Vaquerano, Sabrina Chase, Andy Joachin, Coach Miguel (second row) Jacqueline Aguilar, Destiny
Fajardo, Gover Olivares, Stephanie Cartagena, Arianna Villalobos, Samira Negrete, Marta Bacajol, (on ground) Marvyn Marcos.
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BATTER UP Stepping up to
the plate, Marc Ruiz takes
a swing during practice on
the school baseball field.
The boys baseball team won
third place in the Valley Mission League with a record
of 6-3.

IN PURSUIT Track and
Field, like the other sports,
had to adjust to the times.
Track meets split the events
between schools, only allowing athletes from the
same school race eachother
to minimize spread in case
of outbreak. Lesley Lutin
is leading the charge with
Emily Finnegan (L), Arianna
Villalobos (R) and Sabrina
Chase (far right) in the rear.

ON THE WHISTLE Freshman Soccer halfback
Thomas Polce (back) runs a sprint while coach
Jose Cruz directs the play. With mostly underclassman this year, the young team could only
muster fifth in the league with a record of 2-4.

COURTESY | RICARDO SANTIAGO

EYE ON THE BALL At bat
against Canoga Park, Girls
Softball player Alejandra
Hernandez (L) takes her
turn at bat. “It felt amazing coming back onto that
field,” she said. “With the
encouragement from each
and every player throughout
the season, I can truly say
that I would never choose
a different group of girls to
play with.” Van Nuys beat
Canoga 7-3.
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A

Abramson, Miana
Abrego, Alexa
Abrigo Beserra, Paola
Accola, Samuel
Aceituno, Christopher
Acosta, Jorge
Aguilar De Leon, Eileen
Aguilar, Benjamin
Aguilar, Jacqueline
Aguilar, Kenia
Aguirre, Charlize
Ahmed, Arqam
Ahmed, Bilal
Ajmac Vicente, Heydi
Akhrorova, Muslima
Alam, Tasfia
Alamgir, Shayan
Alcala, Kobe
Alcaraz, Samantha
Alegre, Kyle
Allen, Ro’niyah
Alvarenga, Marco
Alvarenga, Natalie
Alvarez Cometta, Dilan
Alvarez Gonzalez, Kevin
Alvarez, Kevin
Amaya, Sonia
Angel, Robert
Angel, Steven
Anselmo, Geoffrey
Anthony, Marquis
Aquino, Paolo
Arce Hernandez, Denis
Arevalo, Alison
Argueta, Juan
Arias, Perla
Arreola, Jesus
Artzi, Shani
Ashikyan, Alexander
Asis, Anthony
Atkinson, Kaylee
Avetisyan, Kristina
Avila-juarez, Ashley
Ayala-Martinez, Italo
Ayala, Alexis
Ayala, Julianne
Azimi, Osigbeme
Azimova, Nozimakhon

B

Bacajol, Marta
Badikyan, Arman
Baer, Katrin
Baker, Brianna
Baltazar, Kerry
Barakat, Mohamed
Barkat, Nabeelah
Barlow, Alina
Barragan, Elmer
Barrera, Brenda
Barron, Naomi
Bascar, Benjamin
Batchu, Ramita
Bate, Sodjine
Bathfield, Samuel
Betancourt, Cindy
Blanco, Jazmin
Blandon, Andrew
Bocanegra, Sophie
Bogdan, Tamara
Bonilla, Amberly
Bonilla, Ashley
Bushra, Ayisha
Bushra, Rokshana
Bustamante, Rachael
Butler, Christopher

C

Cabading, Slide
Cabral Rosales, Mariel
Cabrera, Alejandra
Camarena, Gabriela
Camarillo, Alberto Jr
Cano, Jaden
Capatina, Dmitri
Cardier, Athena

Cardona Miranda, Lurdis
Cardona Miranda, Yaquelin
Cardona, Iverson
Carmona Perez, Natalia
Carpintero, Sebastian
Carreto Perez, Daniela
Castellanos, George
Castellanos, Vivianna
Castillo, Adam
Castillo, Angel
Castillo, Johnavin Jr
Castro Baril, Sofia
Ceballos, Juan
Cepeda, Amanda
Cervantes Flores, Alexander
Chaleco, Harry
Chamichyan, Anahit
Chan, Katie
Chang, Anthony
Charshavdzhyan, Hasmik
Chaudhry, Hafsa
Chavez Cabeza, Fernando
Chavez, Natalie
Cheysobhon, Jesse
Chisholm, Auriana
Choi, Emily
Chuayjarernsook, Jetiya
Chuvac, Ivonne
Cisneros, Andres
Coc Jerez, Josseline
Contreras Romero, Paola
Contreras, Adriana
Contreras, Ana
Contreras, Edgar
Contreras, Emely
Contreras, Jonathan
Contreras, Xochitl
Cordero, Joel Jr.
Cordova Garcia, Yennifer
Coreas, Brandon
Coronel-Perez, Brandon
Cortes, Mikayla
Cristobal-Olivares, Melany
Cruz Martinez, Cesar
Cruz, David
Cun Ajmac, Delmy
Curiel, Isaias

DEF

Daddario, Holden
Davancens, Andre
De Guzman Talusan, Kyle
De Jesus, Ma Jericka
De La Torre, Fabian
De Santiago Hernandez,
Kasandra
Dechathong, Aimee
Delcid, Karla
Delgado, Ivan
Deo, Simran
Diaz, Andres
Diaz, Carolina
Diaz, Gustavo
Dina, Fatema
Do, Timothy
Doan, Emily
Domenden, Jaymee
Duong, Kathy
Duymayan, Beyza
Echeverria, Matthew
Escobar, Fredy
Escobar, Gweneth
Escobar-Hernandez, Byron
Espinoza, Daniel
Espinoza, Jason
Estevez, Adolfo
Estevez, Yahir
Estrada, Raphael
Excel, Gasia
Fer, Jessica
Ferguson Laing, James
Fields, Isaac
Flores, Aileen
Flores, Nathalie

Fontaine, Yosary
Fortes, Janel
Foster, Zion
Franco Plascencia, Vicente
Franco-Catalan, Cindy
Funches, Malcolm
Fusch, Justin

G

HIGH SCHOOL

2
0
2
1

Gabriel, Karla
Gagne, Brynn
Gakhal, Harmanjit
Galan, Melissa
Galicia, Heidi
Galin, Dennis
Gallegos, Cesar
Garcia Alvarado, Karyme
Garcia Lopez, Tlaloc
Garcia Orellana, Paola
Garcia Ruano, Bryan
Garcia Verea, Emilio
Garcia, Alyssa
Garcia, Alyssa
Garcia, Angel
Garcia, Anthony
Garcia, Demian
Garcia, Gardenia
Garcia, Lizbeth
Garcia, Margarita
Gasamanyan, David
Gavia, Lori
Gernan, Salvador
Godinez Santos, Joseph
Gomez De Leon, Yenifer
Gomez, Bryan
Gomez, Ricky
Gomez-Paniagua, Natalie
Gonzales, Hugo
Gonzales, Juan
Gonzales, Sofia
Gonzales, Stella
Gonzalez Arreguin, Oscar
Gonzalez, Kevin
Gonzalez, Melvin
Gordon, Kyla
Grajeda, Giovanni
Gray, Carmen
Grewal, Amrit
Grewal, Simran
Griffin, Galen
Grimes, Imani
Grimian, Heleyna
Guerra, Arianna
Guerra, Melissa
Guerrero, Karla
Guevara Sanchez, Leslie
Gunasinghe, Rashini
Gutierrez, Alvaro Jr.
Guzman De La Torre, Mike
Guzman, Alex
Guzman, Anthony
Guzman, Kevin
Guzman, Liliana

HI

VAN NUYS

CLASS
OF

Haile, Joseph
Hamilton, Nylah
Haque, Falaqnaz
Harris, Ayisha
Harutyunyan, Anzhela
Harutyunyan, Sevak
Hassan, Amira
Hem, Madeley
Hengthanaphaibun, Vanesza
Henriquez, Justin
Herbst, Anna
Hernandez Alvarado, Robin
Hernandez Castaneda, Belen
Hernandez Garcia, Edwin
Hernandez, Anthony
Hernandez, Miguel

SENIORYEAR

IS
GONE
BUT WILL NEVER BE
FORGOTTEN

a

year that will live in infamy. The Class of 2021 lost
their senior year memories and experiences to
a pandemic. What was first received as exciting
news for most students, school closures made it
impossible for students to see their friends every weekday in
their final year of high school. Students were robbed of their
full athletic season and club activities like competitions and
trips. Seniors completed an unforseen year barren of Grad
Nite, Senior Day and prom. Despite the nightmarish year,
seniors will get a chance to say their goodbyes to their fellow
classmates, teachers and the memories they created over the
last four years during their graduation ceremony on Friday,
June 11. ANI TUTUNJYAN | EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

•

Hernandez, Mynor
Herrarte, Katherine
Herrera, Robert
Hossain, Nusrat
Hossain, Tasnim
Hung, Jonathan
Iglesias Romero, Darlyn
Insaor, Paijitra
Iraheta, Ricardo
Izaguirre, Desiree

JK

Jackson, Andre
Jamorabon, Angel
Jasso, Briana
Jauregui, Adrian
Jauregui, Briana
Jauregui, Erika
Jiang, Longjing
Jimenez, Angel
Jimenez, Kate
Jimenez, Rebeca
Jimoh, Zainab
Joachin, Andy
Johnson, Grace
Jovel-Dixon, Dominic
Juarez, Erick
Jung, Kaitlyn
Jurdi, Wiam
Kang, Aiza
Kawashiri, Dylan
Kawashiri, Matthew
Khalil, Jhony
Kim, Alexander
Kim, Clara
Kim, Helen
Kim, Jay
Kim, Joshua
Kim, Kasey
Kim, Steven
Kiwanuka, Malcolm
Korganyan, Milana
Korisal, Jainivash
Kumar, Jasmine
Kumar, Krishna
Kyababchyan, Andranik

L

Labancz, Brad
Langi, Gwendolyn
Lara, Diego
Lara, Kevin
Latif, Shabnaz
Lazo, Terrence
Ledesma Villarreal,
Paulina
Lee, Jonathan
Legaspi, Johnisidore
Letona, Marveen
Levesque, Alexa
Levi, Eliana
Levitt, Joshua
Libatique, John
Lim, Cassandra
Lim, Michelle
Lima Arevalo, Kevin
Linares, Angel
Llamas, Jocelyn
Lopez Lopez, Gabriela
Lopez Ramirez, Uselinda
Lopez, Andrea
Lopez, Jose
Lopez, Julia
Lopez, Michael
Lopez, Michelle
Loyo, Sarai
Lucero, Josue
Ludena, Cristal
Luina Ramirez, Sofia
Lujan, Kayla
Lujano, Gabriela
Lusambu, Jeremiah
Lutin, Lesley

M

Machado Perez, Eduardo
Macias Roman, Jazmin
Magana, Jonathan
Mahil, Kjit
Malcolm, Edward
Mariano, Jeremiah
Mariscal, David
Marroquin, Jason
Martinez Juarez, Gael
Martinez Luna, Elizabeth
Martinez Luna, Fabiola
Martinez Mercado, Guadalupe
Martinez, Andy
Martinez, Brayan
Martinez, Diego
Martinez, Jennifer
Martinez, Julissa
Martinez, Natalia
Martinez, Rosa
Martinez, Victor
Mayorga, Brayon
Mazariegos, Monica
McNally, William
Mejia, Aaron
Melendez, Linda
Melero, Jazlyn
Melgar Gutierrez, Bryan
Melkonyan, Artur
Menchaca, Alexis
Mendez Alvarez, Jose
Mendez, Dylan
Mendez, Fabian
Mendoza Torres, Eduardo
Mendoza Torres, Leonardo
Mendoza, Aira
Meneses Silva, Marlon
Menjivar, Denise
Meraz, Edgardo
Mercado, Lorena
Merida, Bryan
Meza, Aidan

OR
theMIRR

Mijango Cubas, Stiben
Mikhaelian, Meghety
Miranda, Rebekha
Miranda, Victor
Mirzoian, Isabella
Mita, Marianne
Miteva, Victoria
Mkrtumyan, Karen
Molala, Brijesh
Molina, Jason
Molina, Justin
Montejo Ruiz, Alexia
Montes, Richard
Montoya, Carlos
Montoya, Valerie
Moody, Isis
Morales, Christian
Morales, Erick
Morales, Juan
Moreira, Sergio
Moreno, Amelia
Munoz Landin, Brenda
Munoz, Kimberly
Munoz, Vanessa
Murillo, Ijtsi

NO

Nair, Shreya
Nava, Jonathan
Navarro, Denise
Nazaire, Nicole
Negrete, Salomon
Negrete, Samira
Ngo, Ngoc-thuy
Nguyen, Kelly
Nguyen, Michelle
Nguyen, Son
Nieva, Earl
Ochoa, Carlos
O’Donnell, Kylie
Oh, Se
Olguin, Miguel
Oliva, Erick
Orantes Escobar, Annabelle
Orantes, Alex
Orantes, Emely
Ordonez, Lisa
Orellana Barrios, Juan
Ornelas, Jose l
Orozco, Ednna
Orozco, Jacqueline
Ortiz, Bryan
Ortiz, Carol
Ortiz-Flores, Ambar
Ortner, Sophia
Oseida, Dylan
Osorio Marcelino, Daisy
Oxlaj, Jerry

PQ

Paguio, Adam
Parada, Jacqueline
Parrenas, Hearty
Pascascio, Chanel
Patsch, Charles
Paz, Stefanie
Pendergrass, Sabine
Peralta Sanchez, Sebastian
Perez Flores, Meliza
Perez Gomez, Melvin
Perez, Clarisse
Perez, Juanroberto
Peruch, Myrka
Pfau, Julia
Pha-On, Andrew
Phumathon, Justin
Piedra Rico, Ricardo
Pineda, Jennifer
Pinto, Luis
Pinwatana, Anawat
Pipher, Benjamin
Pogosov, Artur
Porter, Devorah
Preciado, Nate
Quach, Jennifer
Quemuel Argueta, Dyllen
Quezada, Adrian
Quinonez Arevalo, Lesli
Quintanilla, Cristian
Quintanilla, Joshua

R

Ramirez Silvestre, Natalia
Ramirez, Cecilia
Ramirez-Martinez, Bryant
Ramos, Jasmine
Ramos, Lia
Rauda Portillo, Kateryn
Rea, Layla
Recinos Flores, Sara
Recinos, Abel
Reiwtavee, Warin
Relente, Frances
Rendon, Angel
Revilla, John
Reyes Andrade, Rafaela
Reyes Viana, Roberto
Reyes, Daniel
Reyes, Gabriela
Rios Ochoa, Jesus
Rivas, Adonay
Rivas, Emely
Rivas, Obed
Rivera, Andy
Ro, Mark
Robledo, Alexander
Robledo, Brianna
Robles, Adan
Robles-Serrano, Diana
Rodas, Andre
Rodriguez Barrientos, Deyanira
Rodriguez Romero, Melissa
Rodriguez Romo, Oscar
Rodriguez, Angela
Rodriguez, Brenda
Rodriguez, Carlos
Rodriguez, Jacob

Rodriguez, Jovany
Rodriguez, Rodrigo
Rogers, Jade
Roman, Edward
Rosales, Adrian
Rosales, Matthew
Rshtuni, Tigran
Rubinov, Eli
Ruiz, Adriana
Ruiz, Gabriel
Ruiz, Irene
Rumel, Shahriaj
Ruvalcaba, Hector
Ryu, Toby

S

Sabar, Daria
Sadat, Kazi
Sanchez, Jazzlyn
Sanchez, Lisbeth
Sanchez, Michael
Sanchez, Osbaldo
Sandoval Chavarin, Dania
Sandoval, Alexa
Sandoval, Alexandra
Sandoval, Amelia
Sandoval, Emily
Santiago, Eduardo
Santiago, Kevin
Santiago, Yuliana
Saquiche, Ayleen
Sarkisyan, Tatiana
Schmidt, Maxwell
Senarathne, Dulara
Serrano, Gisel
Serrano, William
Shahbazyan, Tamara
Shaheed, Maahir
Shahik, Nahiyan
Sierra, Anthony
Silva Chavez, Steve
Silva, Marione
Simityan, Suzanna
Sims, Ronnell
Son, Joshua
Soriano, Jose
Stanley, Jake
Stone, Zoe
Sulaiman, Sarah
Sykes, Markus

TUV

Talbert, Shatyra
Tamayo, Jason
Tapia Camilo, Yesica
Tapia, Genessis
Tapia, Priscilla
Tejada Ayala, Anderson
Tejeda, Sabreena
Thibodeaux, Nevaeh
Timpers, Tristan
Toledo, Dahrian
Topete, Victoria
Toriz, Fatima
Torres Aguilar, Anthony
Torres Aguirre, Johanna
Torres Olivar, Adrian
Torres, Asiah
Torres, Jasmine i
Torres, Rashel
Torrico, Julienne
Tran, Annie
Trendafilova, Anka
Trinidad, Lance
Trujillo Leon, Kevin
Tummala, Aditya
Turner, Anthonyl
Tzun, Angeles
Unanyan, Anais
Updegraph, Matthew
Upstill, Wellington
Utsler, Zoe
Valadez-Pulgarin, Kimberly
Valles, Nicole
Vanetsyan, Akop
Vargas Medrano, Samuel
Vargas Vega, Damian
Vargas, Angel
Vasquez, Adrian
Vasquez, Alexia
Vazquez Lopez, Litzi
Vega, Andrew
Vela, Ricardo
Velasquez Gutierrez, Heyson
Velasquez, Moises
Ventura Munoz, Karla
Vicencio, Jean
Vicente Alvizures, Anthony
Vicente Gonzalez, Rosalinda
Villalobos, Arianna
Villalva, Jackeline
Villanueva, Justin
Villarreal, Paola
Villatoro Rosales, Cesar
Viviano, Siena

WXYZ

Wang, Zhaoyu
Ward, Aja
Weiss, Arianna
Williams, Jamail
Woo, Daniel
Woo, Emily
Xocoxic, Jazlyn
Yanez, Samantha
Zafra, Jeremiah
Zafra, Joelmari
Zakaryan, Luiza
Zaldana, Rene
Zaman, Alisha
Zaman, Saima
Zamora, Hector
Zamora, Sai
Zelidon, Joselyne
Zepeda, Elizabeth

