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Care Workers

FULL TIME & PART TIME CARE WORKERS

REQUIRED IN TENTERDEN, CRANBROOK, STAPLEHURST
AND MOST OF THE SURROUNDING VILLAGES
Could be your main income, or just a few hours to supplement your Furlough Pay
(subject to your contract with employer)

We have Mornings, Lunchtimes, Teatimes, Evenings and Weekend
calls available. Also some Domestic Calls & Sleep-Ins to cover.

NVQ Trained Worker
Travel Time - Now paid at £8.91 per hour
Mileage - 15p per mile
Hourly Rate - £10.00 p.h Mon - Fri and £11.00 p.h at W/E
Holiday Pay - 5.6 weeks paid seperately

Non NVQ
£8.91 per hour
15p per mile
£9.50 & £10.50
Same

Any experience is beneficial such as raising children, looking after elderly
parents/grand children. But, FULL TRAINING will be provided to all applicants

Why not contact us to discuss more about the
work and what hours you are looking for?

Call Natalie or Chloe 01580 762244
These positions are exempt from the rehabilitation of offenders act
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SOMETHING FOR THE CAKE?
We love to hear from you. Please send all ideas
for contributions to The Cake to rt.fermor@
googlemail.com by 18 October for the
December 2021 issue.

FRONT COVER

Did you know it was the Romans
that introduced the mighty Apple
to Kent? It’s 2,065 years ago since
Julius Caesar stepped off his boat
in Wareham, North Cantium (Kent)
to conquer Provincia Britannia.
This year’s Cranbrook Apple
Fayre organisers have chosen this
connection as the theme for the
event on 2 October. So get that
old toga out of the dressing-up
box and join the “Friends Romans
Countrymen” fun!
For more on the Romans in the Weald
of Kent, turn to page 34.
		

welcome
As I write, I am filled with admiration for
the wonderful people who organised the
incredible gathering on the Ball Field on 1
August.
Cranbrook on the Green was the epitome
of how a rural fun day should be – lots of fun
for all ages and a huge sense of camaraderie
which had long been missing during the
pandemic. Our thanks must go to everyone
involved in this amazing day and let’s hope
it will become an annual event.
Hopefully, the fun day turned people’s
attention away from the appalling antisocial behaviour which has hit our town. It has been good to see more of a
police presence and one hopes it is the beginning of the end of a sad and
totally unnecessary time for our lovely community.
On 21 September, Robert Jenrick, the housing, communities and local
government secretary, will start a virtual inquiry to determine if an extra
168 houses can be built at Turnden. In January, TWBC approved this plan as
well as an additional one for the Brick Kiln site next door, bringing the total
number of proposed homes to a massive 345.
Following a huge outcry, supported by our MP Helen Grant, Mr Jenrick
announced he would make the final decision. Evidence, for and against, will
be heard over several weeks and end on 5 November. It is not known how
long we will have to wait for the final decision.
Cllr. Trisha Fermor, editor
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OUT & ABOUT
CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

T

he Cranbrook and
Sissinghurst Parish
council is set up as an
enabling organisation
that listens to the
hopes of the parishioners.
Members help people get
things done by marshalling
information and knowing “who
does what” to enable us to get
what you, the parishioners, want.
We look at the strategic
problems in the town, work
out who has the clout to do
something about it and then
lay out the issues with those
organisations.
With the cuts in public sector
expenditure, we have to have
good arguments to enable
other organisations to achieve
our shared goals, within their
budgets. We have very limited
resources ourselves.
Five areas we are working on
are parking, anti-social behaviour,
speeding, provision of medical
service and also public toilets.

PARKING
Every parking place is important
in the town centre. My
predecessor, Bridget Veitch,
enabled the council to take over
the car parks and keep them
free, which is now accepted as a
“Good Thing”. This costs about
£38 per year for each household,
but encourages people to pop into
town and also tourists love it, so
that is good for our economy.
We have now signed a 125 year
peppercorn lease with TWBC to
take on the 13 parking places in
Carriers Road, to protect them
from being built on without
4
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Achieving our
Shared Goals

The parish council has signed a 125 year peppercorn lease to take on the 13 parking places in Carriers Road,
to protect them from development.
our control. Thirteen places
represents protecting four per
cent of the parking in the town
centre.
We have opposed a planning
application to build houses in the
White Horse as the loss of parking
impacts the viability of the B&B
accommodation there, but also
pushes potential customers to
park in parish funded places.
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
We have had a spate of vandalism
and costly destruction. This is by
no means unique to Cranbrook
– nationwide vandalism was up
12% on last year. However, we
have identified specific issues
and patterns that we felt could

and should be addressed, calmly,
within the law, by some of the
agencies whose role this is. I laid
out the issues to our MP Helen
Grant who has the clout to bring
agencies together, to tackle some
systemic issues.
She invited some of the key
players to a meeting which
resulted in resurrecting multiagency meetings at the Parish
Office, a more robust Police
presence and an inclination to
challenge individuals who are
acting suspiciously. This sharing
of intelligence and applying the
legal sanctions available to the
agencies should influence the
vandals to stop.
Our approach is far from the

“Wild Wild West” headline in
the Kent Messenger, which was
regrettable. Members of the
public are encouraged to report
disturbances as they occur
or when they are discovered.
Otherwise rural crime will not be
taken seriously.
SPEEDING
This is part of anti-social
behaviour and a tougher nut to
crack. Kent Highways determines
the speed limits, under advice
from the Police, using crash
data. Road alterations are very
expensive and KCC does not
have the ready cash to fund all
suggestions. These levers of
power are quite far removed from

COMMENT
the parish council’s remit.
It is very rare to see any
speed control in Cranbrook and
Sissinghurst, but there is always
the possibility of resurrecting the
Speed Watch programme, for any
residents who would like to get
involved.
There are often unexpected
consequences of putting in road
humps – Waterloo Road’s humps
lead to a lot of traffic diverting
through the Wheatfield Estate
and also make driving into
town very painful for disabled
people with skeletal problems.
Unfortunately, those who wish to
speed will continue to do so no
matter what the limit.
PROVISION OF FUTURE
MEDICAL SERVICES
The parish council has been
concerned about what happens
when our wonderful GPs retire

in a few short years’ time.
Behind the scenes a small group
has been working to clarify
the vision of the NHS locally
and how our new community
centre can accommodate the
medical services that are being
decentralised to multi-GP
surgeries.
We believe that this will
be available soon, so we can
then appoint an architect
to reshape the Crane Valley,
public lavatories, and the
Wilkes Field space and create
a new pedestrian area to the
community centre, medical
centre and library.
LLOYDS PHARMACY
I have been chasing them to
open regularly. Please thank
the staff when it is open. It is
not their fault if there is no
pharmacist. Indeed, some of

“We will still be responsible for repairing
any damage, but by siting them
somewhere with a high footfall, hopefully,
vandalism will be less”
them are locums, travelling for
up to 5 hours a day to get here,
so we need to encourage them to
come more often. I have pointed
out we do not seem to be a
high priority for Lloyds but it
damages the other businesses in
the town if people are frustrated
by a pointless trip to a closed
pharmacy.
PUBLIC TOILETS
The Crane Lane lavatories
became a constant drain on
finance, as they were regularly
vandalised. It seemed a game
that as soon as they were
repaired, they were smashed up.
We need public toilets and some

of the pubs and coffee bars allow
the public access. New WCs are
planned for the Crane Valley,
but we are currently looking at
temporary solutions, such as
Four Jays Trailers. We will still
be responsible for repairing
any damage, but by siting them
somewhere with a high footfall,
hopefully, vandalism will be less.
In July we were joined by two
new councillors, Linda Dyke and
Kevin Ramplin and I would like
to thank all councillors for their
constructive comments on the
issues I have outlined and which
make a difference to the local
quality of life.
Cllr. Kim Fletcher

In Pictures

A local resident, captured
by Alan Ford
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DIRECTORY

directory
A list of useful contacts in
Cranbrook and Sissinghurst
Cranbrook and Sissinghurst
Parish Council
The Old Fire Station, Stone Street,
Cranbrook, KENT TN17 3HF
Clerk – Mrs. L. Ham
Deputy Clerk – Mrs. L. Thirkell
Deputy Clerk - Mrs. C. Bezuidenhout
01580 713112 / clerk@
cranbrookandsissinghurstpc.co.uk

01580 713112 (10am-12pm weekdays).
A full list of over 30 venues for hire in the
parish is available from the parish office

Poetic Trifle
This month we are delighted to welcome
back Andrew Wyton, a wonderful poet we
first introduced to readers last year. His
works are a joy and we are so pleased to be
able to share them with you.

USEFUL CONTACTS
CHURCHES
Congregational Church,
Cranbrook: 01580 388070
St. Dunstan’s, Cranbrook:
01580 715861

BOROUGH & COUNTY
COUNCILS

St. Theodore’s RC, Cranbrook:
01580 713364

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council
01892 526121
www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk

Strict Baptist Church, Cranbrook:
01580 713212

Kent County Council
03000 41 41 41 / www.kent.gov.uk

Trinity Church, Sissinghurst:
01580 852275
Vine Church, Cranbrook: 01580 712620

USEFUL NUMBERS

SCHOOLS AND PRE SCHOOLS
Colliers Green CE Primary:
01580 211335

UTILITIES
Electricity: 0800 727282 (24 hrs)
Gas: 0800 111 999
Water: South East Water (drinking
water) 0800 0283399, Southern
Water (waste water) 0800 820999 (24
hrs), Emergency leak 0800 0283399,
Floodline 0845 9881188 (24 hrs)
CRIME
Non-Emergency Police: 101

Cranbrook CE Primary: 01580 713249
Cranbrook Children’s Centre:
03000 41 10 35
Cranbrook School: 01580 711800
Dulwich Preparatory School:
01580 712179
High Weald Academy: 01580 712754

Crime Stoppers: 0800 555111

Rainbow Pre School, Cranbrook:
01580 715570
Sissinghurst CE Primary: 01580 713895
Woodpeckers Pre School, Cranbrook:
01580 720195

KCC Community Warden: Adam
Osborn - 07813 695741
PCSO: Simon Humphreys simon.humphreys@kent.police.uk
Neighbourhood Watch Area
Co-ordinator: 01622 604395
In an emergency i.e. if life is in danger
or a crime is in progress call 999. To
request non urgent police assistance,
to report crime or to make enquiry
call 101. Non urgent correspondence
and crime can be reported via the Live
Chat icon at www.kent.police.uk
ROOMS & HALLS TO HIRE
St George’s Institute, Sissinghurst:
Ursula O’Connor 01580 713938
The Parish Room, Sissinghurst: Sue
Crowe 01580 712567
ts.crowe74@gmail.com
The Vestry Hall, Council Chamber and
Addison VC Room, Cranbrook:

DOCTORS
Old School Surgery, Cranbrook:
01580 712476
Orchard End Surgery, Cranbrook:
01580 713622
DEFIBRILLATORS
Cramp Club, Cranbrook
Cranbrook Fire Station
Cranbrook Medical Centre, Cranbrook
Cricket Club, Sissinghurst
Parish Council office
Sissinghurst Castle Garden
St. George’s Institute, Sissinghurst
Tennis Club, Sissinghurst
The George Hotel, Cranbrook
The Milkhouse, Sissinghurst

		

THE GREENFLY HAVE LANDED

They always watch our back;

I am a tiny Aphid,

So you’re entirely at our mercy,

So difficult to see,

Through your seedlings we have
burped,

Arriving late last evening
With all my family,
We’ve turned up in our
hundreds,
By tomorrow thousands more,

And we will stop at nothing
‘Til the last one has been
slurped.

To suck the sap from all your
plants

It looks like we’ve been rumbled

Behind the greenhouse door.

And doubt you’ll show us mercy

In our secret hiding place
By the look upon your face;

For feasting on at leisure,

You don’t seem pleased to see
us,

All those young and juicy leaves

Our rampant team of gluggers,

Are such a thrill and pleasure.

Especially when we hear you cry

By the time you’ve twigged our
presence

“I’ll show the little b...lighters”.

The damage has been done
We’ve had our misadventures,

Oh no! Please put that spray
away

Guzzled, been and gone.

We’re struggling for breath,

Your foliage is a special treat

In the torrent and the deluge
We get the ants to guard us

Of a rainbow soapy death!!

From ladybird attack
In exchange for sugars,

THE END (until the next time)
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Talk of the town

“Get up, stand up for your
rights”, Bob Marley said,
“don’t give up the fight”. And
that’s what we need to do in
Cranbrook. Stand up for our
right to peaceful enjoyment
of our beautiful, old town.
Fight back against the surge
of vandalism and anti-social
behaviour that’s staining our
streets.
It’s time for the town to get
up and say we won’t take it
anymore.
A well-attended town
meeting is where we can start
to agree what we, not just
‘they’, should do about it. Your
democratic representatives,
at every level – our MP Helen
Grant, borough council leader,
Tom Dawlings, chairman of our
parish council, Kim Fletcher,
and me took the first step by
gathering police, housing and
community safety leaders at
Vestry Hall to look at what can
be done.
But nothing much can be
done without the townspeople
and that’s why I think a meeting
for people to tell the problems
and spell out the answers they
want is crucial.
Cranbrook has a bloody nose.
We’re beset with ball bearings,
steel bullets of catapults.
A parked car is overturned,
a scooter burned, bus stop
windows are smashed, public
toilets relentlessly vandalised.
But it’s come to worse than
that when a young man is
dragged from his car, beaten and
his car stolen; there’s been an
attempted rape in Bedgebury;
shop lifting comes to a head
where a woman sweeps a shelf8
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full of good into a bag and leaps
into a waiting car.
Our Police and Crime
Commissioner, Matthew Scott,
was at the Vestry meeting and
heard the rural voice and means
to answer it. He needs to hear
it louder and clearer from the
people themselves. Landlords,
social and private, need to hear
it too and enforce tenancy
agreements against anti-social
tenants. Does the council need
to hear we need CCTV?
We can go on about what
‘they’ should do but they need
our support. They need us to
report offences fast, we need to
give evidence to the authorities
and we need to be brave. I
know intimidation and fear
of reprisal hovers above these
dirty deeds but if we are firm as
a community, we can start to
overcome that. A town meeting
can be that beginning. Cllr. Sean
Holden

A Wonderful Event

The first Cranbrook on the
Green event on the Ball Field
proved a big success with over
2,500 visitors on Sunday 1
August. The combination of
stalls, dogs and classic cars
meant that all the family came
to have a look.
At any car show the success is
measured by the footprint and
what the car owners thought
of the event; everybody loved
it and wanted it to happen
every year from now on. Luckily
the attendant cars were so
interesting and diverse, they
carried the show right up to
the end of the day. The Charity
Dog Show was also a big hit; so
many folk came to show their

www.bussmurton.co.uk | T: 01580 712 215
the pouring rain! Here’s to next
year!
Wendy, Julie, Rebecca and
Stuart

Cranbrook is alive
and well!

TRISHA FERMOR

letters

pooch off! So many gorgeous
goods from our stall holders and
delicious food and drinks galore.
The weather tested
everybody’s enthusiasm at the
start of the day and then, near
to finish, the heavens opened;
people kept on dancing in the
rain to Box of Frogs. It was such
a great day.
Thanks to one and all that
volunteered and helped over the
three days of setting up, they
then helped take everything
down on the Sunday night in

Taking a walk through the town
recently, you couldn’t fail to
notice the number of new shops
in the High Street and Stone
Street. I counted at least four,
ranging from a podiatrist to a
neat little sweet shop. These
are all signs of a resurgence in
the retail offer within the town
centre.
For too long we have listened
to those prophets of doom
spreading the “Cranbrook is
dead”, message. If you hear it
often enough, you eventually
begin to believe it. Comparisons
with Tenterden are rather wide
of the mark because their main
shopping area is based on the
presence of national retail
outlets, whereas Cranbrook
specialises in small independent
retailers. Sadly for Tenterden
some of those bigger stores are

New Cranbrook sweet shop, Mrs T Potts Shoppe of Sweets

Dulwich Spirit

We have been providing expert and
trusted legal advice to individuals and
businesses for generations.

Encouraging innovation and independence,
building confidence and resilience
no longer on the High Street.
I feel certain that the appearance
of new businesses in the town are
signs that confidence is returning
and I wish them every success
for the future. As residents, we
should be making every effort to
support them. Indeed, shopping
in Tunbridge Wells at the moment
can be rather depressing with the
number of empty sites and the cost
of parking. John Barleycorn

Thanks for Cranbrook
on the Green

I would like to thank Wendy Waters,
her sister Julie, Stuart Cleary and
all the Larkins Alehouse crew who
organised and made Cranbrook on

the Green at the Ball Field such a
momentous event.
It was wonderful to see people
out and about, meeting one
another for the first time in ages, as
Cranbrook came out of lockdown.
There was something for everyone
to see, lots of dogs, stalls, music and
food and drink.
Everyone who was involved
should take great satisfaction from
creating a new iconic event in
Cranbrook. I hope this is the start
of a greater use of the Ball Field,
so anyone who would like to use it
should contact the parish council.
Thank you Wendy and team!
Cllr. Kim Fletcher, Chairman,
Cranbrook and Sissinghurst Parish
Council

Please send
your letters to:
rt.fermor@googlemail.com
or by post to The Cake,
Cranbrook and Sissinghurst
Parish Council, The Old
Fire Station, Stone Street,
Cranbrook, TN17 3HF. Please
note, letters may be published
in a shortened form at the
discretion of the editor.

Dulwich Spirit
Encouraging innovation and independence,
building confidence and resilience

dulwi
chprepcranbrook.org
dulwichprepcranbrook.org

DEVELOPMENT NEWS

“No Homes on
Jaegers Field”

The parish council has
refused to support plans
to build up to 63 homes
on land bequeathed
by a wartime airman to
Cranbrook School.

F

ormer pupil,
Bernard “Bill”
Jaeger, was a
sergeant navigator
in Mosquitos with
No 96 Squadron which, by
1944, was in the forefront of
the fight against V1 flying
bombs during World War
II. He was initially based at
West Malling.
Sadly, on the night of 2627 July 1944, the Mosquito
in which he was flying was
reported missing over the
English Channel. His body
was never recovered.
An outline application
has been made to TWBC
but the parish council
objected as it is in an Area
of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, flooding was a risk
and there was concern
about access onto the busy
A229 Angley Road.
Several years ago a
similar application resulted
in action by concerned
people who wanted to
retain the field, used for
sport including rugby, in Sgt
Jaeger’s memory. TF
Typology Key

Number

1b2p flat

4

2b4p flat

6

2b4p house

11

3b5p house

18

3b6p house
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3

4b6p house
+ Garage

3

4b6p house
+ carport

8

4b6p house + 2
double garage
TOTAL
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White Horse Car Park Plans

P

lans to build two
homes in the grounds
of the last remaining
pub in Cranbrook
have been met with
opposition.
The car park of the White
Horse in the High Street has
been sold and an application
made to TWBC to build a pair of
two-bed semi-detached houses.
However, there are concerns
the land is in a conservation
area and trees need to be felled.
Entry to the site will not be
from Carriers Road, the former
entrance to the car park, but
from the unadopted, narrow
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Rectory Lane nearby, which has
raised concerns from people
living there.
The parish council chairman
Cllr. Kim Fletcher said he feared
the eventual loss of the town’s
last pub and the lack of off-street
parking places would put more
pressure on the public car parks
and the roads. There are also
fears about what might happen
to the pub if it stopped trading.
Several townspeople have
written to object, some claiming
the proposed houses are not in
keeping with nearby properties.
Trees would have to be taken out
to allow construction vehicles to

Scale @ A1

Residential Development at Jaegers Field, Cranbrook
Cranbrook School
Job reference

enter via the narrow, unadopted
Rectory Lane and a proposed
footpath into the lane from the
pub would impact on people
living in the cottages. Some are
worried about possible antisocial behaviour and damage to
their homes.
The borough’s tree officer,
Jeff Mashburn, told The Cake
that any plans to fell trees
would have to be approved
by TWBC as the plot was in a
conservation area. The parish
council’s planning committee
unanimously agreed to
recommend the plan be refused.
TF
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The White Horse was
previously owned by
Hawthorn Leisure but
was sold in the summer
to New River REIT plc
for £106.8m, taking the
total of its “high quality
community pubs” to 298.
Allan Lockhart, the
chief executive of
New River, said: “The
acquisition of Hawthorn
Leisure is absolutely
aligned with our strategy
of investing in retail and
leisure assets at the heart
of communities across
the UK.”

DEVELOPMENT NEWS
LEFT Chris Loughead, Fernham Homes’ development director, and Matt Dennis,
design manager. BELOW Village Hall Front Elevation

Plans for Sissinghurst
Company unveils plans for new village hall in Sissinghurst –
together with 19 new “top notch” homes, reports Trisha Fermor

A

rchitects from house
builders Fernham
Homes, have spoken
exclusively to The
Cake about their
plans to build the new £750,000
village hall in Sissinghurst in
return for siting 19 homes close
by.
Development director Chris
Loughead said the Tonbridgebased company was proud of its
record in building top-quality
properties. It is currently
completing Hillside Park, a
collection of stone-built homes
– priced at more than £900,000
each – at Linton Hill overlooking
the Weald.
The Sissinghurst plan is for
19 homes, six terraced, 10 of
them semis and three detached
with three and four bedrooms.
Mr Loughead stressed there
would be no garages but car
ports, adding it was too early to
mention prices. The land, which
is not covered by conservation
or AONB rulings, has been
earmarked for building by TWBC
in its emerging local plan.
Mr Loughead told The Cake
he was hoping to complete the

“We are all about
quality, it is
important for people
to know we are not
just a big plc”
purchase of the land, behind
a row of listed cottages in The
Street, with former villager Alan
Bringloe. Mr Loughead hopes to
apply for planning permission
this month and sees work
starting next year.
The site abuts the village
hall and the Jubilee Field. The
current building, which is muchloved by many villagers, will be
demolished to make room for the
new development. Mr Loughead
said he had been working closely
with the hall committee and its
chairman, parish councillor John
Smith.
Plans include a café and a
kitchen together with a large,
multi-functional space with a
stage, as well as the usual storage
areas and lavatories. There will
be room for 19 cars for hall users

		

which, said Mr Loughead, would
ease the problem of parking on
the busy road.
He added: “We are all about
quality, it is important for people
to know we are not just a big plc.
We build about 70 homes per
annum and in three to five years
we aim to increase to 300.”
Villager Mr Smith told The
Cake he was unaware of the time
limit between Fernham Homes
and Mr Bringloe over the sale
of the land but knew the family
wanted to progress as soon
possible.
He added: “We hope to have a
new facility in 24 months’ time
but clearly there are a number
of obstacles to overcome. The
current hall will be open for at
least another 12 months.”
Preliminary works, including
soil testing and ecology surveys,
had been carried out and show
no asbestos or bats in the hall.
He added: “It’s important to
listen to neighbour concerns and
take these into account where
possible…All residents have
the opportunity to comment
and give their views during the
planning process.”

Neighbourhood
Plan moves to
Final Stage of
Consultation
Following last year’s
consultation on the draft
Cranbrook and Sissinghurst
Neighbourhood Plan, the
hundreds of comments from
members of the community
and other key stakeholders
have now been processed
by the Steering Group and
amendments have been made
to the plan.
During the autumn,
the plan will be passed to
Tunbridge Wells Borough
Council, which will run a final
round of consultation.
Make sure you take this
last chance to comment on
the plan before it goes for
independent examination.
Sign up for TWBC “Be
In the Know” emails and
you will receive details of
the consultation: https://
tunbridgewells-self.
achieveservice.com
Cllr Nancy Warne
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OPEN
MORNING
Friday 8th
October

ENJOYING TODAY
EDUCATING FOR TOMORROW
PRE-PREP & PREP | BOYS & GIRLS 2.5-13 YEARS | DAY & FLEXI BOARDING

“The school goes far beyond
academic results and prides
itself on the development
of the whole child”
THE GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE 2021

Book a private tour
Email registrar@marlboroughhouseschool.co.uk
Discover more at marlboroughhouseschool.co.uk
Hawkhurst, Kent, TN17 2LX

NEWS

News

SOCIAL MEDIA
COMMENTS

Calls for vigilante
crime patrols after
vicious car jacking

A

n attack on a
teenager in
Cranbrook, who was
dragged from his car
and beaten up, has
raised fears of more rising crime
leading to a “tragic outcome”.
The 19-year-old man from
Cranbrook was kicked repeatedly
by four people who then stole
his car which was later found
abandoned in the town. Although
not seriously hurt, he was left
“severely stressed and in shock”,
said his father who spoke to The
Cake.
The attack happened at
about midnight near the Co-op
supermarket after the Euro 2020
semi-final match on the evening
of 7 July. Police were immediately
on the scene and appealed
for help in tracking down the
attackers.
The victim’s father posted a
comment on Facebook shortly
after the incident. He said the
attack: “…follows in the wake of
many reports of young people
using catapults, shooting at
other people, animals and cars.
Nevertheless, this is another step
down the bottomless pit and I
am sure the downward spiral will
soon result in a tragic outcome.
“Sadly, those thoughts are
shared by the police who were
excellent, attending the crime
scene from just before midnight

to finally leaving ours at four
this morning, post statement.
The car and my son’s clothing
are currently with the police for
forensic investigation.”
The father appealed to anyone
who had information to contact
the police.
The incident prompted
an emergency meeting in
Cranbrook on 16 July, headed
by our MP Helen Grant.
Participants included Matthew
Scott, the Kent Police and Crime
Commissioner, parish, borough
and county councillors and Insp
Ian Jones from the community
safety unit.
Concerns were expressed
about a small minority of people
living in Town and Country
Housing Association properties
in Cranbrook who were believed
to be behind the anti-social
behaviour.
Parish council chairman Cllr.
Kim Fletcher believed a multiagency approach was necessary
while KCC member Cllr Sean
Holden suggested a public
meeting in the town for people
to express their concerns.
Mr Scott said a police and
crime plan was in place. Among
the strategies, constables would
be allocated to individual
secondary schools, the first
tranche being deployed by
September. The number would

		

eventually grow to 76. Mrs
Grant queried whether the High
Weald Academy, where there
are concerns about falling pupil
numbers, would be getting a
constable.
Mrs Grant told The Cake:
“Cranbrook is one of the jewels
of the Weald and it is extremely
worrying to hear of the damage
and criminal behaviour being
inflicted upon the town and
its people by a small group of
individuals.
“Having convened a meeting
in Cranbrook with parish,
borough and county councillors,
alongside the police and housing
management officers, we are
devising an action plan to tackle
this thuggery and vandalism.
“We are seeking to increase
police visibility, deliver an
information leaflet to residents,
restore face-to-face housing
surgeries, organise a town-hall
public meeting and publicise
methods of reporting incidents
anonymously.
“My own parliamentary
team will also be distributing
a confidential local residents’
survey to canvas public
opinion and gather-in further
experiences of crime and
antisocial behaviour in order
to fully appraise myself of the
situation and establish any need
for further measures.”

The attack sparked off
comments on Facebook
from townspeople, one
woman writing it was just
another example of crime
and nuisance which has been
going on in the town for “far
too long”.
“How many windows need
to be smashed, how much
mindless vandalism, littering,
theft, open drug taking and
dealing and general menace
needs to take place before
something is done? I for one
am beginning to feel decidedly
unsafe when I walk around in
the town.”
She added: “If there is no
chance of getting the police
permanently back in the town,
I suggest we all get together
and employ a patrol of some
sort that would at least act as
a deterrent.
“I'm not sure if this would
even be affordable but it's
worth considering and I gather
other towns have successfully
used this approach. Anything
to protect the people of the
town and make everyone feel
a little bit safer.”
Another woman posted:
“One group caught throwing
catapults at everything and
anything, when stopped,
said: ‘hunting pheasants for
dinner`”.

APPEAL
Police have appealed for
information about the attack,
asking people to call the west Kent
appeals line on 01622 604100 quoting
crime reference 46/119422/21. Calls
can also be made to the anonymous
Crimestoppers line on 0800 555111
or by using the online form on
the Kent Police website.
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Gold,
silver &
bronze
gardens
Lidl
Expresses an
interest in
Cranbrook
Hard on the heels of its rival
Aldi, the discount supermarket
chain, Lidl, has also identified
Cranbrook as a potential location
for a new store.
The company recently
published its annual list of
desired locations across the
country where it is interested
in acquiring sites for potential
store developments. Cranbrook
was among those specifically
mentioned in Kent.
Lidl explained to The Cake that
publication of this list is aimed
at landlords and freeholders with
suitable sites who are interested
in exploring opportunities with
Lidl.
Asked for his reaction to a
possible Lidl in the town, parish
council chairman, Cllr. Kim
Fletcher said: “It is interesting
that Lidl would like a store in
Cranbrook. It shows we are
viewed as a growth area.”
He added: “We understood
Aldi was also looking for space,
but between the Neighbourhood
Development Plan and the
availability of land, it will be
interesting where they would
be able to find the space for the
store, the car park and space for
delivery lorries.” TF
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There were 30 gardens entered
in this this year’s Cranbrook
in Bloom Front Garden
Competition in July. The judges
were David Green and Joe
Taylor. Congratulations to the
award winners:
• Maria Ozerniaqska, 3
Shepherd Cottages won five
Gold Awards with her very
varied and fascinating garden
• Bryan and Lyn, Major
Clark House, Gold, front
garden
• William Martin,
Evenden House, Gold,
front garden
• Anne Marley, Crandon
House, Silver, front
garden, Silver, planters/
tubs

Wheatfield Way, Silver, front
garden, Gold, wildlife friendly

• Linda and Brian Swann,
7 Sheafe Drive, Silver
Gilt, front garden, Gold
planters/tubs
• Linda Dyke, Osborn
House, Gold, front garden,
Silver, wildlife friendly
• Jayne Barrow, 9 Shepherds
Cottages, Silver, front garden
• Emma Tester, 2 Wilsley Green
Cottages, Gold, front garden
• Graham Drinkwater, 29 Quaker
Drive, Silver, front garden,

• Rosemary and David Ettridge,
2 Brookside Corner, Silver Gilt,
front garden
Silver, ornamental, Silver,
hanging baskets

• Mrs Harding, 24 Wheatfield
Drive, Bronze, front garden

• Ros Field 56, Wheatfield Way,
Gold, front garden

• Pauline Murray, 14 Broadcloth,
Silver Gilt, front garden, Silver
Gilt, hanging baskets

• Peter and Lucilla Dungay, 77
Wheatfield Way, Silver Gilt,
front garden, Bronze, wildlife
friendly,
• Sarah Harrington James, 53

• Sharon and James Pashley,
Lyndhurst, Gold, front garden,
Silver, wildlife friendly, Gold,
planters/tubs.

Trinity Church

VACANCY AND SUNDAY SERVICE PATTERNS
We’re currently looking at our Sunday service patterns at Trinity & St Mary’s. Do keep an eye on
Trinity Church website for details about any changes we might bring in from October onwards.
And we’re recruiting! On the website you’ll also find details of how to apply for our new post of
Benefice Administrator (part-time). If that could be you, or someone you know, do get in touch! The
Rev Peter Deeves, rector of Sissinghurst

NEWS

CUP CAKES
• Thanks to poor-quality compost,
Cranbrook in Bloom members were
forced to empty 22 planted-up flower
boxes around the town. Each container
also had to be jet hosed and refilled
with fresh compost, kindly donated by a
supporter, and replanted.

PUPILS’ IDEAS FOR
COMMUNITY CENTRE
Parish council chairman Kim Fletcher was delighted to receive ideas from young pupils at
Cranbrook Primary School on what facilities they would like to see in the town’s proposed
community centre.
He visited the school before the term ended and told The Cake: “There were lots of really
good ideas that opened up new possibilities. A child from each year presented their year group’s
ideas and these are now collated in the parish office for the management to include in the brief
to the architect”. TF

DISPOSE OF COOKING
FAT RESPONSIBLY
There was a blockage in a drain in the High
Street on 26 July, resulting in water coming
up a drain, instead of going down it.
At midnight that night, a team from MTS
were out, videoing the drains and using a
high pressure hose to clear the fat deposits
that were attached to the walls of the pipe,
restricting the flow.

Please consider how you dispose of
cooking fats and oils. They should go in
your kitchen caddy which is collected every
week.
A couple of years ago The Cake reported
that the Horse Pond, near the museum,
was polluted and all the fish died, due
to a sewage overflow caused by a drain
blockage.
Thanks to the professionals who sorted
it out this time. Cllr. Kim Fletcher

Anti Litter
Posters

Children from Cranbrook Primary School
have painted eye-catching posters which
have been placed around the town
urging people to take their litter home or
use the bins provided. It is hoped their
message will stop littering throughout
the town and surrounding countryside.

		

• A plan by Fridays to demolish an
existing poultry house and build a new
egg packing centre at Chequer Tree Farm,
Swattenden Lane, Cranbrook, has been
recommended for approval by the parish
council’s planning committee subject to
KCC flood surveys.
• The vicar of Cranbrook, the Rev
Ann Pollington, said she was “hugely
relieved” that diocesan plans to build
three houses in the vicarage garden have
been refused by a planning inspector on
appeal. She had feared the loss of part of
a small house extension, her vegetable
garden and the chicken run.
• Despite the poor weather, this year’s
Cranbrook Garden Safari was very
well supported with new as well as
old favourites on the list of places to
admire. Cranbrook in Bloom organised
the popular annual event which raised
£2,000 for its funds.
• Shoppers are being urged to sign up
to Amazon Smile to boost the coffers of
Wellbeing in the Weald. The Cranbrookbased charity will reap 0.5% of each
shopper’s spend at the online retailer.

STOP PRESS
Troy Scott Smith Returning
to Sissinghurst Castle

As The Cake was going to press, we heard
that renowned horticulturalist Troy Scott
Smith was due to return to Sissinghurst
Castle at the beginning of this month to
take up his old roll as head gardener.
It is the third time that he has worked
at the world-renowned gardens. He
started there under head gardener Alexis
Datta, left and returned as head gardener
before leaving in 2019 again to take on
the same role at Iford Manor Gardens in
Wiltshire. TF

The Cake • Autumn 2021

15

CLUB NEWS

New football club
for Cranbrook juniors

The
Journey
of Life

A

ll eyes may well
have been on
Euro 2020 this
summer, but
in Cranbrook
football enthusiasts were
cheering on the launch of a
special new club.
The brainchild of Ant
Tomlinson, the players – boys
and girls aged 10 and under
– gathered on Rammel Field,
courtesy of Cranbrook School,
and began training to be the
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next generation of top-flight
players.
Cranbrook Juniors FC now
has about 15 players, and
rising, who meet on Saturday
mornings for training. Ant, a
Nottingham Forest supporter,
Reece Curtis, a Liverpool
fanatic, and Jorge Pena put
the children through their
paces. They are joined off the
pitch by Karlene Rivers who is
in charge of finances.
Ant explained: “We all got
together about two months
ago. We had no sponsors and
no pitch so it was a massive
challenge. We are really
pleased at the support we
have had and the number of
children who have joined.”
Sponsors have been keen
to support the club and full
kits have been ordered with
the likelihood of their first
game in the Crowborough and
District Junior League this
September. Ant said he was
delighted that Cranbrook and
Sissinghurst Parish Council

had granted them £1,500.
It costs £140 a year to be
a member of the club, which
includes kit, and anyone
interested in joining can
contact Ant at welfare@
cranbrookjuniorsfc.co.uk.
The launch of a lottery to
boost funds can be found at
cranbrookjuniorsfc.co.uk/
lotto. TF

Many have likened life to a
journey and it's certainly been an
'interesting' one these last years.
The monotony of daily living is
broken by the unexpected twists
and turns that cross our path. Some
roads are easy, mile after repetitive
mile. Some take us through dark,
desperate situations whilst others
bring us to pleasant places where all
seems well with the world.
Our recent Sunday talks explored
some of the journeying experiences
in the Bible. Like the Apostle Paul,
there can be defining moments
that completely change our plans,
careers and ambitions. The Apostle
Peter had a journey that saved
him from impending death and
emboldened him in his calling.
For still others there's the gradual
revelation that all was not quite as
it seemed.
One Biblical writer said: “ask
where the good way is, and walk in
it, and you will find rest for your
souls.” When questioned by his
disciples, Jesus famously replied, “I
am the way, the truth and the life.”
Wherever we are in our journey
today, as Teresa of Avila put it, “The
feeling remains that God is on the
journey, too.” And so, let the journey
continue…
Chris Goodchild

EVENTS

Preview

Christine Newman, founder and
director of the Cranbrook Literature
Festival, talks to Clare Saxby about this
year’s “must go-to” festival

Christine Newman is the
founder of the Cranbrook
Literature Festival.

Christine Newman is a
librarian, creative writer
and self-professed “book
geek”. A lifelong lover
of attending literature
festivals such as Hay-onWye and Cheltenham,
Christine decided in 2016,
that Cranbrook deserved its
very own and got together
with like-minded friends to
see if the idea had legs.
A not-for-profit biennial
event, with free, schoolbased activities for
children, everyone involved
is a passionate volunteer.
The festival was, and still
is, about promoting the
joys of reading and writing
to local children and adults.
A long-time Cranbrook
dweller, Christine is keen
to support the vibrant
Wealden arts scene and
the authors attending this
year, many of whom are
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Kent or Sussex based, were
chosen to suit a wide range
of tastes.
The 2021 line-up is an
eclectic mix of children
and adult fiction writers
and poets, as well as nonfiction authors of political,
gardening and food books.
Highlights will include

Oscar-nominated ‘Gladiator’
screenwriter and author
William Nicholson.

delve into the culinary
past, horticulturist Tom
Hart Dyke speaking of
his adventurous life and
ground-breaking collection
of rare plants at Lullington
Castle. Broadcaster Iain
Dale will be in conversation

STEVE ULLATHORNE

Cranbrook
Literature
Festival

PANTO IS BACK
– OH, YES IT IS!

Broadcaster Iain Dale.

Deborah Moggach, author
of the critically acclaimed
‘The Black Dress’.

bestselling author Deborah
Moggach whose latest
novel “The Black Dress”
has just been published
to great acclaim; Oscarnominated “Gladiator”
screenwriter and author
William Nicholson and The
Noir Collective, a group of
local writers who specialise
in dark, suspenseful tales
and poetry in the pub with
ex-Cranbrook poets Hubert
Moore and John Rice.
Among others will be
Pen Vogler, on her latest

with Tunbridge Wells MP
Greg Clark and University
of Kent lecturer Anna
Richards, and local writer
Hilary Wilce will be
running creative writing
workshops. These are just
some of the respected
authors who will be at the
festival.
A book stall in the Vestry
Hall will sell discounted
books by the visiting
authors for the duration of
the festival which will run
from Friday 17 to Sunday
19 September.
For more information and
tickets please visit www.
cranbrookliterature
festival.com

Cranbrook’s Charity
Christmas production
2021 will be a pantomime
favourite for all the family
- ‘Dick Whittington and
his Cat’, writes Annie
Hatcher
After a dark centenary
year, during which
all our planned celebrations had to
be cancelled, Cranbrook Operatic and Dramatic
Society (CODS) is back with all guns blazing and
excited to announce the first show of our second
century, family panto ‘Dick Whittington and his Cat’.
It will run from Christmas to New Year 2021 at the
Queen’s Hall theatre.
We hope to see full houses of Cranbrook and
Sissinghurst audiences at every performance
after such a long time. But, if you would like to get
involved with the show production you could join
us at CODS.
We are recruiting new members and would
love to hear from you. We are a wide and diverse
bunch and we welcome members of any age or
ability; whether you want to act, dance, sing, or get
involved backstage, building and painting stage
sets, helping with costumes or props, assisting
the lighting and sound teams, or greeting our
audiences.
Further details, and if you need to purchase
tickets or to join the society, visit www.
cranbrookods.org.uk or our Facebook page www.
facebook.com/cranbrookods
Audition dates for the panto will be 11 and 12
September with possible extra dates the following
weekend. Rehearsals are on Monday and Thursday
evenings from September 20 at Cranbrook School.
CODS began to produce live theatre in the town
in 1920 and hopes to continue for at least another
100 years. We will also be putting on two of our
postponed shows from last year:
The National Theatre’s Production of ‘Arabian
Nights’ will be the CODS show in Spring 2022.
This is an exotic and colourful entertainment, full
of Eastern promise, music, laughter and exciting
puppetry.
Our Autumn musical of 2022 will be the
absolutely fabulous musical of the hit film ‘Priscilla,
Queen of the Desert’. Stunning costumes, a
wonderful story and great 1980/90s music –
Cranbrook has seen nothing like this and you won’t
want to miss it! Annie Hatcher

PHOTOS BY: TRISHA FERMOR

EVENTS

WHAT A BALL!
Hundreds of people flocked to Cranbrook on the Green
on 1 August and were bowled over at the array of
attractions which ranged from a dog show to classic
cars and tractors.
Wendy Waters, the organiser, asked how she felt
afterwards, said: “Amazing, brilliant and happy that
so many people came out to enjoy the ball on the
Ball Field! The feedback and kind words have been
wonderful.” She assured The Cake that the event would
be back again next year.
The dog show was a huge success with a gorgeous
array of dogs. It was lovely to hear
the laughter as the vicar, the Rev Ann
Pollington, helped in the best sausage
catcher round, definitely a favourite with
the dogs!
A total of £900 was raised for K-9
Angels to help dogs in need. The judges
were the honorary mayor, Linda Page,
the Revd Ann, parish council chairman,
Kim Fletcher and borough councillor
Andy Fairweather. TF
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Family Owned And Proudly Independent Since 1790
Shoes

Handbags Accessories
For all the family

Clothing

www.thegoldenboot.co.uk
Gabriels Hill, Maidstone, Kent
facebook.com/thegoldenbootshop

instagram.com/goldenboot1790

STEEN MICKELBORG

EVENTS

Weald Rural Games
Action from the inaugural Weald Rural Games, which took place at the
Rugby Club on 14 August. Photography by Trisha and Roger Fermor
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Your Country Lifestyle
Department Store!
Formerly known as Hartley Dyke Farm Shop

Our departments are:
Equine • Small Holder • Pets & Wild Birds
Garden • Gifts and Cards • Fuel
Clothing including:
Joules, Seasalt, White Stuff, Toggi, Jack Wolfskin, Hoggs,
Thought, Jack Murphy, Hunter Outdoor and more...
We have plenty of free parking, and we offer a free local
delivery for orders over £50 (£2.50 charge for under £50)

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables • Flowers • Plants
•Shrubs • Hot & Cold Foods • Drinks
• Groceries & Delicatessen

Charity Farm, Swattenden Lane, Cranbrook, TN173PS

Tel: 01580 712546

Open 8.30-5.30 weekdays, 9-5 Satudays and 10-4 Sundays
Swattenden Lane Cranbrook, TN17 3PS

01580 713189 | info@charityfarmcountrystore.co.uk

www.charityfarmcountrystore.co.uk

www.cranbrookfarmshop.co.uk

SPONJEM UK Limited
Capital Allowances Consultants

Helping people in the area save money upon
their commercial buildings such as offices,
shops, restaurants, hotels and holiday let cottages
For Information contact Paul Jempson on
Tel: 0800 954 5081 Mob: 07957 822110
Email: mail@sponjem.co.uk

Caring for you at home
Well established, family run business,
providing care for people living in the Weald
of Kent. Our tailored service allows you to live
at home with independence and dignity.
Call Karen Irving at our Tenterden office to
arrange a no obligation visit.

01580 762202
www.carecompany.care

LETTINGS AND SALES PROPERTY EXPERTS
Local Experts with a Network of London & Regional Offices
FOR YOUR FREE MARKET APPRAISAL PLEASE CALL US
cranbrook@jackson-stops.co.uk
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www.jackson-stops.co.uk

COMMENT

The Mayor’s Message
Way, Oatfield Drive and Wilsley
Green?
I understand there is
movement on the public toilet
front with the parish council
actively seeking a temporary
solution, whilst working
tirelessly on the community
centre project which will, of
course, give us the ‘permanent’
toilets we and tourists so
desperately need.
It’s great to see five new
businesses opening in the town
during the past few months. They
are all independents and I’m sure
will thrive and enjoy the unique
feel of Cranbrook and what it has

Congregations can
sing again, yippee, or
even alleluia!

to offer. Support from residents
for all our local businesses is
so important to help the town
recover from the pandemic. As a
retailer I can see the number of
shoppers is gradually increasing.
There have been visitors to the
town and that will only increase
as we promote Cranbrook and
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t the time of writing this
article, the Church of England
guidelines for Covid- 19
restrictions have been
updated, again, and we are
told that from Monday 19 July everyone in
the congregation of St Dunstan’s will be
able to sing during the service, not just the
five members of the choir and myself.
Well, that’s what the guidelines are
telling me today. Who knows what
tomorrow will bring? Maybe, by the time this edition comes through
your letterbox we will be in another lockdown, who knows? Well, your
vicar would have to say “God alone knows!”
Guidelines come and go, change and change again. Nothing stands
still forever does it? For we all change – I certainly have, since the day
I had very dark hair to the now familiar white! And so I think we must
expect guidelines to change, just like the seasons of the year. It may be
we will learn to appreciate things more, just as we appreciate the warm
days of summer after the cold of April and wet of May (and June).
There is a saying “I used to be indecisive, but now I am not so sure”.
Shall I wear my mask or not? What has changed, I’m not sure. I feel a
song coming on ‘O thou who changest not abide with me’. Let’s hope
that all of us will experience something of God’s unchanging nature,
of love and compassion, abiding in our community of Cranbrook, even
if all around us guidelines and “the times, they are a changing”. With
love. Revd Ann

Sissinghurst during the coming
months and people become
happier to visit local places.
Visit Sissinghurst Castle,
Visit Cranbrook too! Or should
it be Visit Cranbrook, Visit
Sissinghurst Castle too!
Linda Page, honorary mayor of
Cranbrook
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hanks to everyone
involved with
sowing and planting
sunflowers earlier in
the year. More than
800 seeds and 600 plants were
distributed in different ways
to Cranbrook and Sissinghurst
residents and plenty from further
afield who quite fancied a free
sunflower plant, took one away
with them.
I was pleased to see how well
supported it has been among
residents and visitors and I see an
opportunity to make it bigger and
better next year! Did you see the
lovely sunny faces along Frythe

IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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COUNCILLOR COMMENT

Covid Paperwork
Versus Holiday Heaven
Our borough and county councillor Sean Holden
relives his experiences of what should have
been a stress-free family getaway

T
griersongalleries.com
griersongalleries.com
A beautiful, contemporary gallery space
A beautiful,
contemporary gallery space
showcasing art of all genres.
showcasing art of all genres.
Events space and art workshop forum.

Events
space
and
workshop
forum.
The go-to
space
for art
all your
artistic needs.
The go-to space for all your artistic needs.
Working with Sustainable Print & Frame Place

create
Cranbrook Print
Arts’ Quarter
Workingto
with
Sustainable
& Frame Place
to create Cranbrook Arts’ Quarter
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A bespoke group of creative businesses
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2021 of creative businesses
bespoke group

he traffic lights
changed and Portugal
was pitched from the
Green Zone to Amber.
Our quick breakoutfrom-lockdown trip, booked
days earlier, turned into a travel
documentary with the stress on
the word document.
We four, my wife Corinna and
two of our four children, Jude
and Freya, all double vaccinated,
had been bound for a week in
Portugal’s mid-Atlantic Azores
islands at the end of June. They
are volcanic, which chimed
with my feelings as demands
for paperwork that enabled
paperwork to be supplied to allow
tests which could give rise to
vital paperwork erupted over us.
The tests, one going out, two on
return, cost nearly £750.
There was, apart from forms
for a PCR test, something called
a Passenger Locator form. Then
more forms to buy, tests for days
two and eight of our return and
more to register them. Results
came after a worryingly late
arrival but they and a so-called
Fit to Fly Certificate were quickly
printed and it was off to Stansted.
More bureaucratic checks, then
we were on the plane and flung
towards the Azores.
On board, we had to fill in
another Passenger Locater form
and on landing another one with
an immigration officer to book

a sixth day PCR test which was
free – on the Azores government.
Finding the place on day six was
a test in itself but eventually we
got swabbed and were given a QR
code guaranteeing results in 36
hours. We didn’t get them and on
the advice of the hotel staff drove
half an hour to the lab.
On the plane, another
Passenger Locater form and we
were on our way – to house arrest
or so-called isolation. After two
more tests with forms and 10
days at home we were free again.
The consolation in all this
was the Azores. Every hedgerow
was adorned with hydrangea
bushes; we went on a fast boat
to watch dolphins and a sperm
whale; lounged in hot volcanic
baths filled up straight from the
ground; roamed semi tropical
forests to be splashed by high
waterfalls; walked by lakes in
the maws of volcanoes – the
calderas; explored lava tunnels
and dined well in towns with the
pretty, characteristic Portuguese/
Brazilian decorated pavements.
The people are helpful and most
speak English.
One quirky thing happened
while I was there. I took the
concept of remote meetings to
a new extreme and chaired the
Environment and Transport
Cabinet Committee from far out
in the Atlantic Ocean. No one
knew.

MP’S COMMENT

Boundary
Changes
Outlined
“My beloved towns and
villages in the Low and
High Weald will become
part of a dazzling rural
seat,” says MP Helen Grant

T

he political map of
the United Kingdom is
being re-drawn once
again as the Boundary
Commission sets
out its initial proposals for the
new boundaries to be adopted
at the next general election. The
purpose of this is to even-up the
number of electors in each of our
650 parliamentary seats in the
UK. The last time this occurred
was in my first election in 2010,
when my seat lost Hawkhurst,
Sandhurst and Boughton
Monchelsea, and there has been
quite some change in population,
housing and elector numbers
since that time.
The basic proposals for
Maidstone and The Weald are to
separate The Weald of Kent into
a new standalone seat and marry
the existing Maidstone urban
area with wards to the west of the
town, including East and West
Malling, Kings Hill, Wateringbury
and part of Aylesford.  
My beloved towns and villages
in the Low and High Weald
will become part of a dazzling
rural seat that extends to East
Farleigh in the north, along
the Medway valley and below
Maidstone town, along the M20

in the north east and down to
the outskirts of Ashford in the
east. It then envelopes Tenterden
and reclaims Hawkhurst and
Sandhurst, then running up the
existing western boundaries
skirting around Paddock Wood
right back up to the Medway
again, north of Yalding.
It is early days with the initial
consultation for English seats
having ended in August and a
secondary consultation period
of six weeks (which will include
public hearings) taking place in
the early part of 2022. Timetables
for Wales, Scotland and Northern
Ireland are slightly different.
The Commission will then
decide whether to revise its
initial proposals and any
revised proposals are likely
to be published in September
2022 – with a further fourweek consultation period. Final
proposals have to be submitted to
the Speaker no later than 1 July
2023, ready for the next general
election which is presently
scheduled for 2 May 2024.
As things stand, I am entitled
to make a claim on both the
Weald of Kent seat and the
Maidstone and Malling seat.
The consultation process last

		

time around, however, saw more
than 50 per cent of the proposed
new constituencies change. Due
process will take its course, and

in the meantime I will continue
to serve all of the people of
Maidstone and The Weald
steadfastly throughout.
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Caring for heads, shoulders…

Knees
PODIATRY

CHIROPODY

Biomechanics
Gait analysis
Orthotics
Insoles

Corns
Callus
Blisters
Verucaes

SHOE FITTINGS
Running
Walking
Trail
Back to school

Julie Rose Stadium, Ashford, TN24 9QX CALL 01233 660851

Great
eyebrows
are not
just for
the
young

Are you are suffering from sparse or over-plucked
eyebrows? Why not consider a subtle, realistic-looking
permanent solution? I will work closely with you to achieve
natural looking brows, using subtle enhancements to
make the very best of your unique features.
For details and a free, no obligation consultation
please call Lorraine on 07721 880114 or email
me at lorrainesinclairpmu@gmail.com
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Toes
MASSAGE THERAPY
Tight muscles
Stress relief
Improve mobility
Promote healing

PHYSIOTHERAPY
Manage pain
Rehab
Injury diagnosis
Posture assessment

31 High Street, Cranbrook, TN17 3EE CALL 01580 715904

COMMENT

Why is it a tough
year for bees?
Parish council chairman Kim Fletcher keeps
bees and explains why there may be only a
“little honey for tea” this year

I

t started so well. The
lovely, early spring weather
meant the queens laid lots
of eggs to get the hives
ready for summer. The
sudden cold weather meant
they ate the last of their honey,
leaving them starving, so the
queen stopped laying eggs.  
A newly hatched queen flies
off and mates with up to 30
males, called drones. This is
done away from the hive. This
year many queens never made
it back to their hives due to
the wet, cold weather. This left
many hives queenless. The hive
can usually make a new queen,
but this takes three weeks, and
a further three weeks before
her eggs hatch, so a total of six
weeks is lost.
Unfortunately, queenless hives
can also become aggressive as
they don’t have a queen to order
them about and these colonies
are not fun to manage!
The changeable weather
in May and June meant any

honey that was laid down was
immediately eaten as bees do
not fly in rain, but still need
food.
By the middle of July most
beekeepers had hives full of bees
eating all the honey to stay alive,
so no honey for beekeepers.
Usually we would have half our
crop of honey all jarred up by
now.
We hope that the weather
improves, the blackberry flowers
emerge, everyone’s gardens burst
with lots of flowers and the bees
can make up some lost time.
This year, honey is expected
to be a rare commodity, so you
can expect more stories about
adulterated “honey” coming
in from around the world, so
check the label and ask yourself:
“At this price, can it really be
pure honey?” particularly as
adulteration with sugar syrup is
so easy.
Please try to buy local honey
to keep supporting local bee
populations and ecosystems.

		

Ivor's Column
Treat churchyards with respect
Very often, when the
churchyard is mentioned,
friends remind me of how we
were taught to behave there
when we were children. When
walking back to school from
services, we had to walk in
twos and would step over
any paving stone that was
engraved.
We would never walk on
the grass and certainly never
run amongst the gravestones.
We were taught that the
churchyard was a sacred place,
to be treated with respect.
This was echoed in a recent
discussion on social media.
Today, things seem to
be very different, with the
churchyard being used for
other purposes.
Throughout the parish,
areas are designated for
specific activities. Amenity
grounds for recreation, sports
and other events. Burial
grounds for the departed to
be laid to rest. Overall, that is
accepted by the community
but there are those who now
choose to use the churchyard
as an amenity area.
Activities that could be
carried out elsewhere are now
happening amongst the graves.
Children are not being taught
to respect the sacredness of
the area and are allowed to run
up the banks and between the
graves. Is this respectful?

A gentleman exercising his
dog in the area where I have
family graves said to me, when
challenged: “Once you are
dead, you are dead”. He went
on to say that he would be
quite happy for a dog to use his
grave as a toilet. I have heard
this from others too.
Not very respectful and
not pleasant for those who
mow the area! He showed
no remorse or respect for my
beliefs, yet I was expected to
accept his, even though there
were plenty of other places for
him to exercise his dog, rather
than in this designated area for
burials.
The irony is that some
amenity land is probably
treated with greater respect
than a burial ground. Football
and cricket pitches being a
good example. Heaven forbid
anyone treading on a pitch in
between games, and you would
never see a dog within a mile
of a bowling green.
Every grave, old or new,
contains a loved family
member. Each person has
been laid to rest in accordance
with their beliefs. This should
command respect from all,
despite the age of the grave.
Respect costs nothing
and goes a long way. Please
be respectful when in the
churchyard.
Ivor Hatcher, parish warden.
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Chartered Accountants
helping you, your business
and your family
We specialise in farms, families, trusts and estates and have a dedicated
team who can help you manage your ﬁnancial needs. We have direct
experience with equestrian and farming matters, and we also oﬀer an
extensive range of services including:Bookkeeping
Succession planning
Accounts preparation
Inheritance tax advice

Tax returns and VAT advice
Estate planning
Payroll and Auto enrolment
Probate and Estate Administration

Sandwiches Made with Love.

Proudly making the most delicious, fresh sandwiches,
toasties & paninis right in the heart of Cranbrook High Street

Coffee & Cake

Proudly using locally roasted Bean Smitten coffee
& serving speciality teas & hot chocolate, locally baked
brownies, cookies and traybakes.

Catering for private events also available

mark.howard@charter-tax.com • Telephone 01580 313108

www.charter-tax.com

Suite 1 Bedgebury Business Park, Goudhurst, Kent TN17 2QX

CLAIR’S
FOOT CARE
GIVE YOURSELF A TREAT
CLAIR SIMPSON Dip CFHP, MPSPract
•Toe Nail Trimming • Diabetic Foot Care
• Fungal Nail Treatment • Corn Removal
• Callus Reduction • Verruca Treatment
• Ingrowing Toe Nail • Foot Care Advice
• Reflexology
Appointments on request

Tel: 07443871266

Email: clairsfootcare@gmail.com
Private Parking
28A Quaker Drive, Cranbrook, Kent, TN17 2HL
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7 Stone Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3HF
07812 787307
aldoscranbrook@gmail.com

www.aldossandwiches.com

FEATURE

Old soldiers
never die
Rosemary Swan looks back with fondness
on the life of her late father who fought
for his country in WWII

M

y Dad, George
William Nicholls
was born on 29
October 1915
and lived in
Cranbrook from 1920 until his
death in 1985.
His father had taken
employment as gardener at the
Queen Elizabeth Grammar School
and his mother was proprietor of
the sweet/tobacconist shop at St
David’s Bridge, their family home.
Before the war, George
was employed as assistant at
Fletcher’s Butchers in Cranbrook
and later at Burgess Butchers in
the High Street where he was the
cutter and driver.
He was called for military
service on 20 June 1940 when he
was enlisted into the Hampshire
Regiment, later transferring
to the Oxfordshire and
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry.
He met his future wife
Louisa who was serving in the
A.T.S. They were married at St.
Dunstan’s Church on 12 June
1941. Louisa was discharged
from service five months later
when she was expecting their son
George Henry.
George was deployed overseas
in the South Africa, North Africa
and the Middle East campaigns.
He was severely wounded by
mortar fire at the Battle of
Monte Casino whilst carrying out
stretcher bearer duties. He was
discharged from active service
eight months later, having been

hospitalised by his wounds,
and his service was noted as
“exemplary”.
After the war, George returned
to his employment at Burgess
Butchers. He and Louisa moved
into a cottage in St David’s
Bridge. They had two daughters,
myself Rosemary and Patricia,
who sadly died within hours of
her birth.
George became Royal British
Legion bugler with the Cranbrook
branch in 1945, a duty carried out
until his death on 28 December
1985. I remember sitting on the
chancel steps in St. Dunstan’s
whilst my dad practised for
the Armistice – “getting my lip
in”, he would say. He received
Certificates of Service in 1969
and 1985 and was included in the
75th RBL anniversary album in
2001.
In newspaper coverage of the
parade in 1983, George proudly
announced that having accepted
a lift to the war memorial, “I
marched on the way back”.

		

He was discharged from active service
eight months later, having been
hospitalised by his wounds, and his service
was noted as “exemplary”.
During both pre and post
war years he was an active
member of the Cranbrook Town
Band playing first cornet. His
silver-plated instrument was a
21st birthday present from his
parents. At home he would play
his favourite hymn The Holy City
and he also played the piano.
During the 1950s he was a
night-time volunteer driver
for the Cranbrook Ambulance
Service based at the Old Fire
Station – now the Parish Office.
The ambulances were called
Melia and Pip, characters from
Enid Blyton’s books.
George continued employment
as a butcher, later with Kennett,
until he joined the International
Stores in the High Street, where
he worked until his retirement.
My parents moved to Campion
Crescent, Hartley, in the 1970s,

my mother dying on 31 August
1982 and my father died four
years later.
His funeral service was held at
St. Dunstan’s on 7 January 1986
where he received full British
Legion honours. The exhortation
was read at the service and the
Last Post was played, his cornet
was on his coffin. He was laid to
rest at Golford cemetery with his
wife.
I am very proud of my dad's
contribution to the community of
Cranbrook. He was a truly public
spirited man!
George William Nicholls' cornet,
medals, photographs and some
family history will be on display
in the museum’s reception area
during September and October,
on loan from the family for those
two months only.
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PROUD TO BE SERVING THE
COMMUNITY SINCE 1852

Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral
Directors serving the local community with
compassion and the highest standards of
service and professionalism.
With our 24-hour emergency service, we are only
a telephone call away.

At the earliest stage possible, you will speak directly
with one of our experienced Funeral Directors, who
will be there to help, support and guide you through
the whole of the funeral process.

MR NOAH’S
NURSERY SCHOOL CIC
https://mrnoahs.org

Helen Grant
MP for Maidstone
and the Weald
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01580 713636

enquiries@jperigoeandson.com

01797 260316

www.jperigoeandson.com

J. Perigoe & Son is a Trading Division of West & Coe Limited,
602 Rainham Road South, Dagenham, Essex RM10 8YP.

ELBA
ELBA PRIVATE HIRE - PERSONAL CARRIAGE
NEW 7 SEATER DISABLED ACCESS
VEHICLE IN THE ELBA FLEET.

I am here to help you in
any way that I can. If there
is an issue of concern to
you, where you believe
I can assist, or if you
would like to arrange a
meeting with me, please
email me at helen.grant.
mp@parliament.uk or
telephone 020 7219 7107.

helengrant.org
ntMP
@HelenGrantMP
helen-grantMP

Dixter Road, Northiam,
East Sussex TN31 6LB.

Bank Street, Cranbrook,
Kent TN17 3EF.

"We go that extra mile"
Lady & Gentlemen Drivers
Town and Country
Travel in Style
Business and Social Pleasure
Produced by
Helen Grant MP,
House of Commons,
London SW1A 0AA

Allows you to Drink like a Lord
Leave Like a Lady!

To Book Text: 07785 11 20 21 or Call: 01580 441 302
Email: book@elbaprivatehire.com

www.elbaprivatehire.com

FEATURE

From prison
to glasshouse
Women prisoners are being given the chance to turn
their lives around with the help of a unique plant-based
project launched in Cranbrook. Trisha Fermor reports

T

he Glasshouse,
in Stone Street,
provides inmates of
East Sutton Park the
chance to nurture a
diverse collection of house plants
while gaining experience for a
career in horticulture.
The idea was the brainchild
of Melissa Murdoch who was
volunteering at the prison and

noticed the greenhouses were
empty. Together with Goudhurst
mum, American, Kali HamertonStove they launched the initiative
which operates as a community
interest company.
Speaking to The Cake in
June, just days after opening,
mum of three, Kali said: “At the
moment we have three women
who are able to work outside the

prison. They come here and gain
experience to gain a horticultural
qualification. They really want
to do it and we are very excited
to be here in the Cranbrook
community.”
The town was chosen for its
demographic and Kali said they
had looked at many other places
before picking Cranbrook. The
company is anti-peat and antiplastic and the plant pots are
hand-made by rural artisans in
Italy.
Michaela, 43, one of the
prisoners working at The
Glasshouse, was the first
employee of the scheme. Serving
a four-year sentence for grievous
bodily harm with intent, the
mum, who hugely missed her two
		

young sons, said: “For the first
time in four years I got onto a bus
to come to work – you live in a
bubble in prison.
“This job has been a saviour.
I could not have gone through
lockdown without it. The plants
became my babies. It made me
appreciate my environment to
be with things you can grow and
love.”
With discharge looming,
Michaela added: “My dad is
coming to pick me up soon and
will have to put a lot of plants in
the car!”
For more information visit
www.theglasshouse.co.uk or
find search on Facebook for
theglasshousebotanics.
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ANGELS
of MUD

FEATURE

An Italian Memory
Author Vanessa Nicolson talks to The Cake about her first novel

C
flap = 90mm

width = 1318mm
spine = tbc

“The strange title
of the book, refers
to the devastation
wrought when
the Arno burst its
banks in 1966”

width = 138mm
flap = 90mm

VA N E S S A N I C O L
SON

A
N
GELS
of
MUD
A Novel

A

novel of secrets and misun
derstandings,
a story of mothers and daugh
ters –
and what happens when,
unwittingly, you
follow in a parent’s footst
eps.
1959. At a school in Clerk
enwell, young
Cara sets eyes on the boy
who will
come to obsess her. Years
earlier her
mother, stuck in a sterile
marriage, had
fallen for her neighbour’s
son, a man so
different from her unassumin
g husband.
These stories of yearning
intertwine
in London’s ‘Little Italy’ until,
in 1966,
broken-hearted Cara escap
es to Florence.
Then the river Arno flood
s, leaving a
trail of devastation in its
wake. Cara
volunteers to help, becom
ing one of
the Mud Angels who recov
er damaged
masterpieces and rare artefa
cts – their
work a symbol of the world
’s desire to
unite and rebuild. The two
love stories, of
mother and daughter, are
pieced together
by Cara’s daughter Laura
.

VA N E S S A
NICOLSON

Vanessa Nicolson writes
about raw
emotion but also with an
acute historical
sensitivity about the two
cities, both of
which she knows well. The
novel is as
rich in topographical detail
as it is in
emotional truth.

ISBN 978-1-9 0512-83
4-1

		

£12

damaged treasures. The story
also includes the separation of
mother and daughter, mirroring
a situation Vanessa experienced
as a child during the Florence
flood. Vanessa’s mother died
this summer at the age of 100.
The novel was three years in
the making and, as in her other
books, reveals the happiness
and pain in her finely-drawn
characters. TF

JU S T
R E L E AS E D
Angels of Mud
is
published by
Harbour Books
at
£12.00
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ANGELS of MUD

oming from a
renowned literary
‘Nicolson is a startlingly
skilful writer’
dynasty it is not
Evening Standard
surprising that
Vanessa Nicolson
Vanessa Nicolson was broug
has receivedht upglowing
reviews for
in
Florence and London with
an Italian
mother and British father
her
books.
. She has
worked as an art historian,
curator and
journalist. Her
publicit
But
was
ations
includsomewhat
e
The Sculpture of Maurice Lambe
rt,
commission
disconcerting
ed by the Henry Moore to discover that,
‘… (her) writing scrapes
Foundation, and two memo
awa
irs, Have
You Beenunlike
forebears
who lived of everyday life, exposiny the skin
Good? and Theher
Truth Game
.
g raw
vul
She livesat
nerabilities and passions
in Sissin
ghurst and London. Castle, she is
Sissinghurst
underneath.’
Times Literary Supplement
not keen on gardening! Their
as one of the threads in her
beautiful garden on the estate
intriguing and emotional
is the domain of her husband
new book, Angels of Mud.
Andrew to whom her latest book
Her first novel, following her
is dedicated.
two autobiographical works,
The granddaughter of
Have you Been Good? and the
Vita Sackville-West and
Truth Game, jumps between
Harold Nicolson has lived for
Clerkenwell in London and
Front jacket image: Swietla
N Kraczyna in what was the
manyn years
Back jacket image: La Nazion
e
Florence.
Author photograph: Carla
Danella
gamekeeper’s
house, but was
Cover by e-Digit
al Design
www.harbourbooks.co.uk
The strange title of the
not born there having spent
9 781905 128341
book, refers
to the devastation
much of her life in Italy.
wrought when the Arno burst
Her father Ben, who loved
its banks in 1966. It ended in
Sissinghurst but “was far
the death of 101 people and
more comfortable in an urban
damaged or destroyed millions
environment” married the
of masterpieces of art and rare
renowned Italian art historian
books; the worst flood in the
Luisa Vertova. But the marriage
city’s history since 1557.
was, said Vanessa “a disaster”
The book tells of Cara, who
from the start, and they
has spent the early part of her
divorced in 1962. Their only
life in Clerkenwell – known as
child found herself having to
Little Italy – who finds herself
adjust to a new life in Italy,
in the midst of the horror
visiting her father in England
and volunteers to become
once a year.
one of the thousands of Mud
Vanessa, 65, has used a
Angels who helped to save
memory from her childhood

HISTORY
RIGHT Roman clay tile found at
Golford Road, Cranbrook.

What
Did the
Romans
Ever do
for Us?

W

ell, quite a
lot really,
including
introducing
the mighty
Apple* to Kent! It is 2,065 years
ago since Julius Caesar stepped
off his boat in Wareham, North
Cantium (Kent) to conquer
Provincia Britannia, although his
new- found territory consisted
mainly of weald, or forest, to you
and me.
The Cranbrook Apple Fayre
organisers tell me that they
have chosen this connection as
the theme for this year’s show
on October 2 “Friends Romans
Countrymen” – so get that old
toga out of the dressing-up box!
In BC 43, the Weald of Kent
was almost completely carpeted
in ancient, deep forest. Weald
actually means forest, or wold in
the Saxon tongue. They were so
dense, that what few pathways
were there, were through the
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“The Romans did make local changes,
leaving their mark on the land and can lay
claim to introducing the pub to Britain”

massive oak, ash and elm trees,
which were used by pig herders to
fatten their livestock for winter
with dropped acorns. Dens and
hursts relate to these clearings
that eventually became the
villages we recognise around us,
i.e. Sissinghurst and Benenden,
which started life deep in the
Weald. At my old primary school,
Colliers Green, the badge on the
school blazer and cap consisted
of three acorns, a homage to what
the area used to be.
Stand at the bottom of
Cranbrook High Street and let
your eye take in the hill and
Crane Valley. Back then it would

have been pretty much the same
but covered in trees. The valley
had a babbling brook, populated
by cranes which gave the town
its name. The surrounding area
was much the same, apart from
the sea coming up to Smallhythe
near Tenterden. The Romans
did make local changes, leaving
their mark on the land and can
lay claim to introducing the pub
to Britain. Before the Romans
came, we Brits would love a big
banquet with loads of mead and
a big fight at the end with a few
fatalities. The Roman soldiers set
up huts, known as tabernae on
the roadside and sold wine. They

would sit and play dice and chat
about how wonderful their wives
were, and how happy they were
at work, just like now but without
the TV screen showing football.
Britain had two to three
million inhabitants around the
time of the Roman occupation.
They built a total of 53,000 miles
of top-quality roads in the 400
years they that were here, hence
“All roads lead to Rome” many
of which were overlaid by our
current motorway system. Every
4,800 feet was marked with a
“milestone” and their main legacy
was to open up the country for
easier trading. They left very
little else that was kept by the
populace. Their towns were torn
apart for building materials, their
way of life was not emulated in
Britain, as it was in Gaul (France)
or Hispania (Spain). Here we had
a policy of women being equal to
men that irked the Romans who
were consummate chauvinists.

HISTORY
Boudicca really hacked them off,
literally!
Romans did not visit Kent for
tourism – they were attracted
here for its great iron ore
deposits just under the clay in
the Weald. The Romans knew
how to mine and smelt these
deposits and forge the red and
black lumps of earth into iron
for weapons and tools essential
to the building of their empire
here. Their efficient charcoal
furnaces, fed by the abundant
local wood, reaching very high
temperatures, got them the
ingots they needed. The iron
ore had to be dug by hand and
many of their unnatural ponds
remain in the area. Local place
names relate to the industry;
Furnace Lane, Forge Farm etc.
One Roman road passed by
Cranbrook and Sissinghurst
northwards to Rochester and
south to Hastings. Farningham
Farm, off from Golford towards
Benenden, was excavated

and found to have been just
such an iron working site,
probably for the Roman fleet,
known as “Classis Britannica”.
Archaeologists found Kent clay
tiles stamped CLBR, which
are exhibited in Cranbrook
Museum.
They stayed in Kent until

		

410 AD, when they made a
sudden departure because of the
troubles in Rome. The empire
was crumbling fast and the
need for far-flung outposts like
Britannia were unsustainable,
so they packed up their troubles
in their old kit bag and marched
off. The Weald slowly developed

into what we now live in and,
bar the apple, the chestnut tree
and the stinging nettle, oh and
the pub (thanks for that Caesar),
we didn’t really notice them
being here.
Ann Historian
*See you at the Apple Fayre on
2 October.
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Colour
me in

KIDS' CORNER

Word search

SPONSORED FEATURE

Gulliver’s
Play Café
Welcome to a café
setting that puts
children first while
also serving locally roasted,
award-winning coffee!
CREATED BY Seth and Katie Gulliver, Gulliver’s
combines the couple’s passions of great food
and the power of imaginative play.
Seth, previously a catering manager at
Bodiam Castle, says he found fun levels lacking
when visiting local eateries with his children,
even those aimed at youngsters. “The reasons
seemed pretty clear,” he says. “Most of the
space was what you’d find in a regular café but
with the prerequisite ‘picket fence’, artificial
grass and an awful lot of toys piled up. There
was no separation of toys which meant more
confident children dominated the popular

		

built around the children.
The menu features children’s favourites
as well as the opportunity to explore new
flavours and ingredients, and all meals are
made fresh on site.
“We got help from the experts with our
menus,” says Seth. “Children from Yalding
Primary School gave up some of their playtime
to share their thoughts on the type of food
they would like to see!”
ones. The result? Squabbles and stress!”
Seth and Katie, a clinical phycologist
specialising in young children, decided they
could do better by embracing imaginative
play.
“We’ve created the kind of place that
appeals to children of all ages and gives them
their own space,” says Katie. “There are also
games and toys that can be played at the table
with a family if the other areas are too busy.”

Everyone’s welcome
Not forgetting the grownups, Gulliver’s serves
locally roasted award-winning coffee – perfect
if you want to relax while the children create
something at the ‘building bar’ or let off steam
in a setting made especially for them.

Child-friendly design
Tables and chairs are lowered, there’s
comfortable seating for breastfeeding mums,
a toddler toilet and even a loyalty scheme
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KITCHEN & GARDEN

IN THE GARDEN
Penny Royal visits the home of two flower lovers who have taken a top
prize in this year’s Cranbrook in Bloom Front Gardens competition

P

eople who fear they
need a large amount
of space to make
a stunning garden
will think twice after
seeing the outstanding efforts of
Sharon and James Pashley.
Not only is the front of their
16th century Cranbrook cottage
a triumph of design and colour
but also the hors-d’oeuvre for an
immense banquet laid out on a
tiny, hidden table.
The couple, who have three
daughters, moved into their
fairy-tale home just three years
ago, faced with a tiny, bare space
at the front of the property. It has
been transformed into a mouthwatering delight of colour and
scent which stops passers-by in
their tracks.
Although the back “garden”
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was bigger, the only “features”
were gravel, a large, ugly shed
and a collapsing pergola. When
working on removing the gravel
they hit with solid concrete which
meant they had no alternative
but to grow most plants in
containers – a time-consuming

watering job in the summer
admitted Sharon.
They were both lucky to have
a love and a knowledge of plants,
having met at Hadlow College
where Sharon gained a degree
in medicinal plants and James,
who is ex-Royal Navy, studied
and then taught horticulture
there. He is now a freelance
horticultural trainer and is
running a new weekly Royal
Horticultural Society-approved
course at Merriments Gardens,
Etchingham.
With such a wealth of
experience, it is no surprise that
both gardens look so stunning.
At the back, a new pergola was
erected, stunning cobbles laid, a
tiny, beautiful, wooden, selfassembly glasshouse installed,
and a pretty wrought-iron table

and chairs begging visitors to sit
and admire the view. There are
also two recliners waiting for the
pair to find the time to use them!
A Maid of Kent rose, planted
just two years ago, runs the
entire length of a garden
fence, supplemented by a huge
variety of plants in all manner
of containers. Containers are
in all shapes, colours and sizes
and even an old fire grate has
been pressed into service and
what appeared to be an old wash
tub. Every space has something
to catch the eye including
old railway memorabilia –
“my great-grandfather and
grandfather were both steam
engine drivers,” said Sharon. She
also buys antiques to add ever
more interest to every nook and
cranny. There is even a wonderful
corner for plant pots, a trug, logs
and bird boxes, a beautifully
designed eye-catching display of
“gardenalia”.
What are Sharon’s favourite
plants? “Roses, hydrangeas and
clematis are my staples,” she
replied, adding: “I also love pots
of agapanthus – they thrive on
neglect – and I could not be
without my Trachelospermum
[star jasmine] with its wonderful
scent. If I like a plant I try it
and if it doesn’t work, I’ll try
something else.”
Sharon admits: “I spend all my
money on the garden and see the
back garden as another room of
the house.”
If that wasn’t enough, the
pair also have an allotment in
the town where they grow fruit
and veg and cut flowers for their
home!
Penny Royal

KITCHEN & GARDEN

Let’s Cook

Fresh basil
Drizzle of balsamic vinegar
Salt and pepper
Olive oil
Scattering of Haloumi cheese (optional)

Mediterranean Tray Bake

WHAT TO DO

With many youngsters off to university
I thought it was a good time to come
up with a recipe for them which is easy
and does not require a degree in the
culinary arts! Tray-bakes, whether veggie,
fishy or meaty, are a great way to cook a
nutritious meal and you don’t end up with
a pile of washing up. Here is my take on a
tasty, no fuss chicken dish. Quantities are
up to you!
INGREDIENTS
SERVES 4
8 on the bone chicken thighs
Handful of pitted olives
12 or more cherry tomatoes
2 red onions
1 red pepper
Garlic (optional)

1. Preheat the oven to 180 C fan or
equivalent. Brush an oven-proof tray or
shallow dish with olive oil. Slice the onions
coarsely, chop and deseed the pepper, slice
into strips, grate or finely chop the garlic and
add the olives and tomatoes. (If too big, slice
in half).
2. Put everything into a bowl and season
with sea salt and black pepper and drizzle
with olive oil. Put the vegetables into the
tray, scatter on the chopped basil. After
brushing the chicken with a little oil season
these too and then pop them on top of the
vegetables. Scatter on the cheese, if using,
and cook for about 45 minutes.
3. Just before serving, drizzle with a little
balsamic vinegar. Great with a green salad.
Bon appetite!
Emma Fraser

RARE BREED & NATIVE
LIVESTOCK PRODUCING
THE BEST QUALITY GRASS
FED MEAT
Shop online at paleyfarm.co.uk
For delivery or collection from our farm
butchery just outside Cranbrook
_____________
Please call 01580 891046 or email us at
peter@paleyfarm.co.uk to discuss any
bespoke requirements you may have.
Paley Farm, Paley Lane
Cranbrook, Kent
TN17 2LX
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Autumnal
I

n the past, autumn was
traditionally the time when
work on the vegetable plot
was focused on putting
it to bed for the winter
months. The effects of climate
change here in the South East
are bringing about something
of a rethink. Many varieties will
keep going until the first frosts
arrive so a second crop of dwarf
French beans, for example, will
be possible, as will successive
sowings of quick growing crops
such as radishes and salad leaves.
So, what are now the priorities
for autumn? As a rough guide, I
have divided the coming season
into three periods; early, middle
and late.

BADGER’S PLOT

s
g
n
i
s
Mu

Lift maincrop potatoes. Pick
remaining tomatoes and
cucumbers.

MID AUTUMN
Sowing under glass or
outdoors: Broad beans towards
the end of October.
Planted out: Garlic cloves,
spring cabbage, autumn onion
sets and winter lettuce.
Harvesting: Marrows, squashes
and pumpkins if frosts forecast.
Carrots, cabbage and sprouts.

EARLY AUTUMN
Sowing under glass or
outdoors: Spring cabbage, winter
lettuce and radish.
Planted out: Winter lettuce and
late salad crops. Spinach.
Harvesting: Gather in onions
and dry them for storage.

		

Autumn fruiting raspberries
should be ready now.

LATE AUTUMN
Sowing outdoors: Broad beans
and early peas.
Harvesting: Parsnip, carrots,
leek, beetroot, swede, sprouts and
the last of the outdoor salads.
Continue picking autumn fruiting
raspberries.

SECOND CROPPING
Take advantage of the climatic
changes in the south east
and raise a second crop on a
previously used bed. Having
finished with your broad beans,
dwarf beans, beetroot and other
summer varieties, remove all
surface traces and lightly hoe
the bed. Doing this in the early
autumn period will enable you
to direct-sow some more dwarf
beans or plant out spinach. This
latter vegetable is hardy and
will survive all but the harshest
winter conditions and even
provide a harvest in early spring.

JOBS ON THE PLOT
There is much work to be
scheduled before winter
arrives and access to beds
becomes difficult. Consider
earthing up and staking
sprouts to protect them
against strong winds. Leeks
too will benefit from a little
earthing up. Now that peas
and beans are finished,
clear away the sticks and
poles.
Weeding during this
period is still an important,
yet seemingly endless,
task. If the ground is too
damp to hoe, weeding by
hand is recommended.
Deal immediately with
any weeds that are in the
process of setting seeds
after flowering. Failure to
concentrate on this task
will only store up trouble
for next year! Do not place
anything with either a
flower or seed head in your
compost unless they have
been removed.
For those followers of
“no dig”, any beds that
have been cleared may
now be given a layer of
compost with this job being
progressed over the plot
during the coming months.
Badger
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FARMING

It’s Been
a Struggle
Spare a thought for growers writes our farming
correspondent, Sarah Calcutt

L

ike all farmers, British
apple and pear growers
are very dependent
on the weather and
this year we had a wet,
cold and frosty spring, which has
resulted in poorer pollination
than growers would have liked.
The 2021 harvest was
anticipated to have seen an
increase in volume as younger
orchards came into production,
with the ongoing wet weather
and lack of warmth it is still
too early to accurately estimate
the true effect, however, some
varieties, like Cox and Bramley,
have been particularly hard hit
by the challenging weather.
You’ll have seen the same in
your gardens – what little crop

you may have had may also be
covered in a fungal infection
called scab; it makes for a really
ugly fruits!
And this weather is really
causing the whole farming
community problems. Some
hay still hasn’t been made, I’m
hearing that the cereal crops
aren’t ripening evenly, the maize
is growing like mad, the hedges
are getting out of control in some
areas and the nights are drawing
in. The challenge is now to see
how much can be harvested of a
good enough quality.
The hay will be cut but as
the nights get longer it will be
extremely damp in the mornings
meaning it will take longer to dry
and won’t be such good quality.

“The hay will be cut but as the nights get
longer it will be extremely damp in the
mornings meaning it will take longer to dry
and won’t be such good quality”
The cereal harvest is delayed
resulting in a delay drilling next
year’s crops. Will the drills beat
the autumn rain or is it going
to be hot from the moment
the children go back to school
and our summer lasts well into
October?
The maize crops are growing
like mad and could be earlier
than usual. Most dairy and beef
farmers also grow cereals for feed
so will they be able to combine
their cereal crops, bale and cart
their straw crops, harvest their
maize crops, finish making hay
but most probably will have to
wrap it up for silage as it’ll be
past it’s best for hay?
Please have patience when you
see lots of tractors on our roads
in the coming weeks, the arable
harvest is going to be a challenge
and the time in which to do it
has been contracted. Please have
sympathy if you see tractors and
combines working into the night,

if there is a good day then every
moment needs to be utilised.
In addition to the challenging
weather conditions, British
farmers are facing significantly
increased costs. In the past few
months, cardboard prices have
increased by 25-30%, haulage
costs by 10-12% and packaging
costs by more than 10%, and
they’re still rising. These costs
are on top of labour cost inflation
caused by the impact of Covid
and Brexit. The combination
of labour inflation and Covid
costs have added 13.5p to the
production costs of a six-pack
of British Gala apples in the
past five years. On retail shelves
the prices of packs of apples or
punnets of soft fruit haven’t
changed much in the past 10
years, the growers are at a crisis
point and we are going to lose
them unless something changes
soon.

42 The Cake • Autumn 2021

4826 -

Proud to support
your local community

Hello

neighbour

Your new look Cranbrook Co-op is proud
to support your community

Chickpea rainbow salad full recipe at coop.co.uk/recipes

FREE

*

Free home delivery
when you spend
£25 or more instore

Send & receive
parcels

Bakery

Costa
Express

Amazon
pick up instore

High Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3DQ
Open 7am-10pm Mon – Sat, 10am – 4pm Sun
Now open earlier Monday through Saturday

Serving suggestions. Products stocked in participating
stores and subject to availability.

4826 - Cranbrook Parish Press Ad_216x266_Summer_AW.indd 1

03/08/2021 17:35

We’re passionate
about creating and
maintaining beautiful
outside spaces.
Tompsett Landscaping
A well designed and maintained garden or outdoor space can do amazing things for your home or
business. Whether you want to make the most of your garden, give your customers an excellent
experience or even add value before a sale Tompsett Landscaping are the landscaping company
to make it happen.
We are a Kent based landscaping company operating throughout Kent, London and the South East
providing a whole host of landscaping, garden and grounds maintenance services to commercial
companies, private clients and parish councils.

Free Written Quotes • Fully Insured
Office: 01580 713599 • Mobile: 07856 947840
Email: the-wright-way@outlook.com

www.the-wrightway.com
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MUSEUM
MATTERS

HISTORY

Mike Huxley remembers grave digger Sam Dann

Y

ou may have
noticed the new
bench that has
appeared in
Cranbrook by the
old phone box between The
Hill and Baker’s Cross. If you
stopped to sit on it you will
have noticed the dedication to
“Sam” but who was Sam?
Sam Dann was born in the
town in 1903 and lived his
life in the family home in
Tippens Close. He cared for the
Cranbrook and Sissinghurst
churchyards as well as the
Golford Cemetery from 1937
until his retirement in 1968. His
years of digging were rewarded
with the presentation of a
pocket watch by the chairman
of the parish council.
During his working life he
dug all the graves at not just
Cranbrook and Sissinghurst but

at some surrounding villages
as well. Sam never learned to
drive and used to get dropped
off with his tools and picked up
when the task was completed,
sometimes stopping at the
Duke of York pub on his way
home!
Sam’s grave-digging tools
were donated to the museum
and are still on show. Our
parish warden, Ivor Hatcher,
who commissioned and paid for
the new bench, used to sit and
talk with Sam about his job and,
under Sam’s supervision, Ivor
dug his first grave at Golford in
1989.
Many long term residents
of Cranbrook will remember
seeing Sam sitting on
the original bench in his
retirement, watching the
world go by. He died on the 28
December 1993. Mike Huxley
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HEN HOUSE
POULTRY

Quality Point of Lay Chickens
Excellent choice available, fully
vaccinated, laying lovely fresh
eggs in a variety of shell colours

Country living at its best!
www.henhousepoultry.co.uk
01622 843649 (Sutton Valence)

Whatever you want
to store...

...for whatever reason – business, house sale and
purchase not coinciding, travelling, house building
work, paperwork overload or just “de-cluttering” to
sell your house more quickly –
we offer a friendly and
flexible service in
Cranbrook.

With competitive
rates, secure storage
all on one level and
hassle free 24/7 access,
contact us now!

01580 713231
www.barn-store.co.uk
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ARTS

From Colony
to Quarter
Annie Watsham introduces Cranbrook’s Arts’ Quarter

C

ranbrook, as we
all know, is a very
special place which
rose to prominence
in the 14th century
when Flemish weavers, brought
over by Edward III, developed
the Wealden cloth industry using
Romney Marsh wool. However,
it was during the 19th century
that the group of artists known
as The Cranbrook Colony was
established, started by the
painter Frederick Daniel Hardy.
They were a group of artists
who settled in Cranbrook from
1854 onwards, and painted
scenes of everyday life that
they saw around them, typically
including scenes of domestic life,
childhood, family, work, religion,
old age and death.
Now in late 2021, located
at the Windmill end of town,
Cranbrook has a new go-to Arts’
Quarter, to entice locals and
visitors alike to enjoy a different
area of our beautiful historic
town. It’s with great pleasure
that Grierson Galleries has
teamed up with The Sustainable
Print Company and FramePlace,

located at the lovely Old Brewery
in Dorothy Avenue, to create
Cranbrook Arts’ Quarter, a
place to visit for all your art
requirements.
We are very keen to promote
and bring the arts in its many
forms to Cranbrook and to work
with fellow, local businesses,
complementing each other and
to perhaps introduce art to those
who would like to know more.
We’re very excited about this
as it opens up the other end of
Cranbrook as a venue, enticing
locals and visitors to explore
further than just the High Street.
Whether you’re looking for
a gift, a unique work to hang
in your home or office we can
offer so much from unframed
prints to originals in many
genres including acrylics,
oils, watercolours, linocuts,
monoprints and ceramics. Your
print and framing needs are also
taken care of!
We are proud to be showcasing
many of our established artists
as well as some new faces in our
beautiful bespoke space. Our
artists come from around the

		

Weald, including Carole Robson
from Tunbridge Wells, Vincent
Matthews from Northiam,
Rowena McWilliams from
Smallhythe, Mark Farrow from
Tenterden, Clive Sawyer from
Rye, Ali Stump from Cranbrook,
Jon Gubbay from Rochester,
Helen Jewsbury from Benenden,
Sandhra Rosen and Carole
Aston from Sevenoaks and Anna
Towner from Hawkhurst, to
name but a few!
We plan to have artists’
talks and workshops in the
new gallery space as well as
exhibitions and intend to
use our working partnership
with Sustainable Print and
FramePlace to work to mutual
benefit.

Please do visit Cranbrook’s lovely
museum for more information on
The Cranbrook Colony
www.cranbrookmuseum.org/
cranbrook-colony
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SALES AND SERVICE
M&A Brown & Sons Ltd, Iden Green Farm, Cranbrook Road, Goudhurst, Kent TN17 2PA

info@mabg.co.uk

✆ 01580 211599

www.mabg.co.uk

A different kind of funeral director
for a changing world.
At Holly’s Funerals we treat all
our customers as individuals.
We’ll work closely with you to
help you achieve exactly the kind
of funeral that’s right for you.
For more information please feel free
to call us at any time or look online.

From love comes beauty

01580 389184
www.hollysfunerals.co.uk
Hartley Dyke, Cranbrook • Coombe Lane, Tenterden

Update
Meet Your New Parish Councillors
Linda Dyke

Kevin Rampling
With children grown up and
working life coming to a close,
it gave my wife, Christine, and
me the opportunity to move
further out into rural Kent.
Happenchance, we booked a
garden tour weekend and stayed
at The George in Cranbrook.
Both of us said immediately
how lovely the town is and it
was where we would like to live.
A year or more later in 2016, we
bought a house on the outskirts
of Sissinghurst.
Settling in, getting to know
the area and meeting people
kept us busy but as we come out
of the pandemic crisis, it feels
a really good time to have the
opportunity to contribute to the
ongoing development of the local
community and meet some of the
challenges ahead.
I retired from a varied career as
a hotel manager, local authority
director and managing director of
a consultancy working across the

public and voluntary sectors. My
experience includes the NHS,
Department of Health, Public
Health England and a range of
local councils.
I am acutely aware of the
financial pressures on the
public sector and the need
for communities, businesses,
charities and public sector
bodies to work together to
make a beneficial impact on
the quality of life. I hope to
use my experience to work at
community grass roots level
where it counts – to make a
positive impact on local lives
both in the town and village.
There is much happening in
these vibrant communities. It
is a privilege to be able to build
on the work and keep Cranbrook
and Sissinghurst thriving into
the future.
I'm looking forward to
meeting more of you and
understanding further how I
may be able to help as a parish
councillor.

		

My name is Linda Dyke and I have recently joined the parish
council as a new member. I am very much looking forward to
serving the community and seeking improvements to the quality
of life in our area.
We have all been through a challenging past year so I believe
community initiatives which seek to reach out and bring people
together must be cherished and supported further.
The most obvious example of this would be the work of the
excellent
Wellbeing in the
Weald charity
which has
helped so many
of us during the
past 18 months
and more. It has
played a vital
role in bringing
our community
together and
tackling the
isolation
many have
experienced
during the
pandemic.
Similarly I
would like to
enable many
of the sports
clubs active in
Cranbrook and
Sissinghurst to
maintain their facilities and membership so that we can all get
outdoors more and keep active.
Finally, if you own an electric car or are thinking of doing so
then please do get in touch. I am not only determined to improve
the present maintenance of our current facilities but also to start
planning on improving and adding to them for the future, which,
as we all know, is electric!
Here’s to a better year ahead and I hope to meet many of you at
the great variety of community events planned during the coming
weeks, whatever the weather!
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THE CAKE CHATS WITH…

MP Helen Grant

Trisha Fermor talks to MP Helen Grant about helping victims of abuse and how she got into politics

I

t wasn’t difficult to spot MP Helen
Grant when we arranged to meet for a
chat. She was wearing her now-familiar
“safari” style hat and, as usual, was
stylishly dressed.
We met in the garden of The Milkhouse
in Sissinghurst, one of the many villages in
her Maidstone and the Weald constituency.
She became its MP in 2010, filling the void
left by the retirement of politician and TV
personality Anne Widdecombe.
So how did Mrs Grant, 59, give up a career
helping victims of abuse, to take her place?
She read law at Hull University and later,
with her lawyer husband Simon, ran their own
legal firm concentrating on protecting victims
of domestic violence and child abuse.
“When I was a little girl growing up I had an
intense hate of injustice….It has really formed
my politics. If a woman came into my office
with three small children and a black eye she
did not want to talk but do. The work was hard
and it was sad. I had one 95-year-old who was
abused by her alcoholic son. It was an honour
to be able to help these people.”
When deciding to run for election, she said:
“I did have a look at all the parties and I read
all about David [Cameron], the leader in 2006.
He was a new, young, ambitious leader and I
did meet him and talk about compassionate
conservatism and about women’s issues. I
then realised I could follow this man as a
leader. I felt it was something I needed to do.”
As a child, with a Nigerian father and an
English mother, and living in Carlisle, she was
all too familiar with “racial prejudice around
me”. But she also remembers wonderful times
spend growing up in nearby Cumbria and the
Lake District.
Her parents divorced, her doctor father
moving to America and she recalls being
brought up in the ‘60s by three “very strong
matriarchal women who had a real work
ethic”.
She met Simon in London at the Café des
Artistes on her birthday and a year later they
were married, subsequently having two boys,
Benjamin and Joel.
Sport has always been “a big thing for
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“I think the changes will happen. There is a very high
chance as they are quite significant changes but It is
really too early to say.”
me”, whether it was representing her county
at athletics, playing hockey or tennis and
learning “how to win and how to lose”. Keen
on keeping fit, she still plays tennis in what
little spare time she has. She also enjoys
watching movies, particularly Cohen brothers’
productions.
On Covid-19, Mrs Grant sympathised with
her constituents, especially those running
Weald hospitality venues who found it very
hard. She said lessons had been learned and
the vaccine programme had been extremely
successful, as had the financial support for
businesses during furlough.
On the possibility of re-drawing the borders
of the Maidstone and the Weald constituency
– and annexing the county town – she said:
“I think the changes will happen. There is a
very high chance as they are quite significant

changes but It is really too early to say.”
Mrs Grant was one of the three ministers
responsible for taking the historic Marriage
(Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 through
parliament.
As Minister for Sport and Tourism, 20132015 she championed the growth of women
and girls’ in sport in the UK, driving a similar
agenda for people from diverse and underrepresented communities.
Currently, she has two roles on top of her
life as an MP. She is the prime minister’s trade
envoy to Nigeria, and a special envoy for girls’
education.
Her last words? “Twelve years’ quality
education for every girl on the planet – that
is one of the best ways of tackling climate
change and inequality if we want to save the
world.”

An extra pair of hands
when you need them!

• Bookkeeping
• Credit control
• Data entry
• Back office support
• Training course
organisation
• Newsletters
...and more

Can you relate to one or
more of these statements?

“I want to spend time building my business - not doing paperwork”
“I want to take control of my accounts rather than have them
controlling me”
“I need help in the office but don’t have the equipment
or space for someone else”
“I could do with an extra pair of hands but can't justify the cost
or commitment of employing staff”
“I need to improve my brand, online presence and market
my services, but I don’t have the time ”

If the answer is Yes, we think it's time you
called Pink Giraffes Limited!

if the service you are looking for isn't here please call us
T. 01580 848190 E. enquiries@pinkgiraffes.co.uk

www.pinkgiraffes.co.uk

Local firm of solicitors for all your
personal and business needs
Property Conveyancing

Our Cranbrook Office:
Clermont House
High Street
Cranbrook
Kent TN17 3DN

Family, Children & Divorce
Employment law
Wills, Trusts and Probate
Litigation & Dispute Resolution

T: 01580 712 215
E: info@bussmurton.co.uk

Company & Commercial law

www.bussmurton.co.uk

CRANBROOK

|

TUNBRIDGE WELLS

|

EAST GRINSTEAD

Buss Murton Law LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership No. OC345994 and is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

