Brigg
Matters
Issue 62
Autumn 2021

Brigg
Matters
The FREE community magazine for Brigg and
District

1

FEEL THE QUALITY & THE WIDTH!
I hope that this latest, Autumn, issue of ‘Brigg Matters’
lives up to everyone’s expectations and provides
enjoyable reading.

from 2500 to 5000 copies as we began house-to-house
deliveries to villages such as Cadney, Howsham and
Wrawby.

Brigg’s community is slowly emerging from its Covid-19
restrictions and, while there is still a need to maintain a
degree of caution, timetables are now returning to normal
as more and more people venture out, visit the coffee bar
with friends and the term ‘isolation bubbles’ has begun to
become a distant memory.

We are now in a position to include Scawby in our
circulation area. Following some investigation into the
cost of the extra 1000 copies required, found to be
financially achievable, the major problem has been the
logistics of finding volunteers to carry out the vital role of
house-to-house delivery. While out covering the Scawby
Scarecrow and Yarnbombing event early in the Summer
(see featured article on page 56), Marian Pearson, chair
of Scawby WI, and her colleagues took up the challenge
and have now volunteered. Very many thanks.

It’s not certain if the return to normality is a factor but
‘Brigg Matters’ appears to be more popular than ever.
Committee members report extremely positive feedback
from our readership and the magazine seems to be
achieving such acclaim that we have a queue of potential
new contributors. This emphasises the need
to check the cut-off date for the submission
of articles; the deadline is clearly displayed
in each issue. An early submission increases
the chance of articles being included and
we would particularly like to hear from the
younger generation.

As well as our recently-recruited special feature writers
Josie Webb, Sue Hoy and Sarah Parker,
we have also now recruited Len Reaney, a
local expert ornithologist.  Indeed it is quite
amazing how much talent and expertise there
is to be found in the town and surrounding
area. This, together with a willingness to
lead and organise activities and events on a
voluntary basis, is remarkable.

For a while the committee has functioned
Commercially, we have kept our costs down.
without a designated treasurer - a vital role
Consequently, our advertisers, who already
involving leadership in advising the group on
profit from our very low advertising rates,
financial issues. Our new treasurer, Debbie
will instantly gain from a 20 percent rise
Copson-Bromley, was elected at our AGM in
June since when there have been editorial
BM’s new Treasurer, in distribution. It’s a win-win situation for
meetings at which Debbie has already made Debbie Copson-Bromley everyone.
valuable contributions and demonstrated that
Take care and keep safe this Autumn.
she has ‘found her feet’.
When ‘Brigg Matters’ started in its embryonic state as
the newsletter ‘About Brigg’, its constitution insisted that
the committee extend its interest beyond the town itself
and include news and events from surrounding villages.
Incorporated in the present constitution is a clear
statement about recognising ‘Brigg & District’. Within
the last decade ‘Brigg Matters’ circulation has grown

Ken Harrison, Chairman

For information:
Hard copies of both ‘About Brigg’ and ‘Brigg Matters’ are
archived in the Brigg Heritage Centre..
These are available to the public but please liaise with
the Heritage Centre staff.

Committee Members
Ken Harrison • Gail Copson • Stephen Harris • Paul Hildreth • Danielle Li
Chloe Plachcinski • Becky Reynolds • Sharon Worth • Josie Webb (ex-officio) • Debbie Copson-Bromley
All of the information within this
publication is believed to be correct
at the time of going to press; we
cannot be held responsible for any
inaccuracies. The views expressed
in Brigg Matters are those of
contributors and are not necessarily
those of the publishers.

Contributions from members of the
public are welcome - either as an
article or a letter - subject to normal
editorial scrutiny. Please send your
contributions to:
Brigg Matters Magazine
c/o Brigg Library, The Angel,
Market Place,
Brigg. DN20 8ET

Or email:briggmatters@yahoo.
co.uk
With the exception of letters, please
send all written matters as .doc, txt
file, and images as high res .jpg or
.pdf files.
For more information go to our
website:www.briggmatters.co.uk
Printed in the UK on fully recyclable
paper

Brigg Matters Magazine is a Not-for-Profit Local Community Enterprise
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Alice & Mario
We’re angry! We want to create a
Continental image with alfresco dining
in Brigg......but the mountain of red tape
paperwork needed for a couple of outside
tables is too rigid!
(see this issue page 46)
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The long and short of it!
Jaylaur ladies, Laura (left) and Jayne
Brett, muscle in on the Earthbound Misfits’
jovialities at the Brigg Charity Summer Fête
on the 10th July.

Brigg Matters
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Letters to Brigg Matters
This page allows space for readers to comment on or offer further detail to articles that appear in its pages. The
Editorial Team has the right to censor inappropriate material and, in the circumstance of lack of page room, will
prioritise and select. Where possible, omitted contributions will be stored and may appear in a later issue. Any opinions
or factual information, other than in response, communicated in the correspondence is wholly that of the contributors
and not of the Brigg Matters team.

THE BRIGG ANGEL
Following local concern on social media asking why the Brigg Angel has been missing for some time, BrIgg
Matters asked the sculptor, O.H. (Howard) Boyd for the latest information. His response is printed below:
The iconic Brigg Angel is being maintained and refurbished to ensure her continued vigilance over us. This
necessary work has been greatly delayed due to the unforeseen illness of the artist doing the refurbishment; we
are happy to report that despite a slow and lengthy recovery, work has begun again and the Angel will be
reinstated as soon as is practically possible.
The artist wishes to thank everyone for their patience and understanding and we all look forward to seeing her
back aloft and enjoying her symbolic presence for another hundred years or more.
Kindest regards
O.H. Boyd

PLACE PUZZLE
Does anyone know the past whereabouts of ‘Sarah’s Terrace’? It’s mentioned in the early 1851 census of Brigg
but is not seemingly mentioned thereafter. It’s possible that someone may have come across it whilst looking up
their ancestry.
Josie Webb
If anyone has any information that might help Josie, please get in touch with BM and we will pass it on. (Editorial
team)

ADVANCE NOTICE
Deadline for contributions to the
Winter issue (Number 63) of Brigg
Matters is 1st November 2021.

APOLOGY
In the last issue of Brigg
Matters we published an
article on ‘absentee landlords’ (page
47) which incorrectly reported “extreme neglect” at 57
Wrawby Street. The author, through the editorial team,
wishes to apologise to the owner, Mr. J. Mullen and
to Brigg Hearing Centre for this error. The article was
actually referring to Number 75.
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Brigg Matters:
We love our deliverers
Owing to some changes with our lovely deliverers we
require new deliverers for this once-a- quarter free
magazine. We would appreciate anyone from any
area of Brigg and Wrawby, but we specifically need
deliverers in the areas around Ancholme Leisure
Centre and Waters Edge.
In addition, we would like expressions of interest
from anyone interested in delivering in Scawby in the
future should we be able to expand into the village.
Contact Sharon Worth on
sharon_worth@yahoo.com or any of the Brigg
Matters addresses and phone numbers to let us
know.

Charity Ball 2021
In September 2017
our daughter Ella
was diagnosed
with Acute
Lymphoblastic
Leukaemia
(ALL). Ella has
undergone invasive
chemotherapy
treatments with the
aim of destroying
all the leukaemia
cells to enable
the bone marrow
to work normally
again. Thankfully we can say it worked!
We have received amazing support from some fantastic
charities and we would like to give a little back as a
way of saying ‘Thank you’. To this end we are holding
a Charity Ball at the Double Tree by Hilton Forest Pines
venue on Saturday 25th September. The evening will
commence with a drinks reception, when you can
take advantage of the picturesque setting and views
overlooking the golf course, followed by a three course
dinner with tea and coffee. Tickets cost £45 per
person and also include entertainment throughout the
evening, casino, magician, disco and more. We hope our
contribution will help
to continue supporting
children and their
families in the future.
All funds raised will be
used to support two
chosen charities:
The Children’s
Hospital Charity
supports children from
all over the country
who come to see the
hospital’s specialists
and it works hard to fund things which the NHS does
not cover. The money raised through donations buys lifesaving equipment, funds vital research and treatment
for thousands of children from across the world and
helps create a comfortable, engaging environment
for patients with the best facilities in a hospital
designed with children in mind. Children and young
people visit Sheffield Children’s Hospital with every
condition imaginable. Every day their doctors and nurses

treat children
using groundbreaking medical
advancements
making
their hospital
one of the top
children’s hospitals
for paediatric care.
Sheffield Children’s
Hospital is an
extraordinary place
which has always
depended on
charitable support;
you can make a difference every day to the thousands of
children and their families that visit.
Rays of Sunshine was formed in 2003 to brighten the
lives of children with a serious or life-limiting illness.
They give brave young people, aged between 3 and
18, from across the United Kingdom, the chance to put
their illness on hold, experience happiness, and create
precious memories. Their work includes granting lifechanging wishes; activity days and development projects
at children’s hospitals and hospices; and organising
group outings and events. Wishes are as unique as
children themselves. They give children the chance to
forget their illness and
do something they
could only dream of.
Wishes make a child
feel extra-special
and bring them hope
and happiness. They
also provide families
with treasured
memories of happy
times to look back on.
There are many ways
in which you can help
support The Children’s Hospital Charity and Rays of
Sunshine. These include attendance and/or sponsorship
of the event, or by donating prizes. Donations of prizes
for our auction and raffle are very gratefully received.
Please contact Clare Dicken on 07882439031 or email
drury2001@hotmail.com to register your donation or
take one of our fantastic sponsorship opportunities.

Brigg Matters
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Supporting Lincolnshire businesses for 27 years.

100%
Risk-Free
Guarantee

Brigg ideas.
Bigger savings.

Your local accountants.

Fixed Fees
Unlimited Meetings & Phone Support
Free Initial Tax Review
Comms On Your Terms
Chat today with the team
that goes the extra mile

Specialists in Deep Cleans,
End of Tenancy and Contract
Cleaning for both Homes and
Businesses throughout Lincolnshire

01652 650112
turnerwarran.co.uk
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✓ Local, family owned business
✓ No job too large or small
✓ All staff fully vetted
✓ Work overseen & quality assured

For your FREE, without obligation quotation:
T: 0330 088 2623 W: office-maid.co.uk E: clean@office-maid.co.uk
FRIENDLY • APPROACHABLE • PROFESSIONAL
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BUSY SUMMER MONTHS
FOR LIVES RESPONDERS
LIVES lifesaving First Responders
have been out in Lincolnshire
communities responding to 999
medical emergencies, as well as
spending hours each month training
and perfecting their skills. The
summer months often increase the
number of jobs they are called to
and range from sporting injuries to
cardiac arrests, road traffic collisions
to breathing difficulties.
The volunteers, who respond in
districts across the county, have now
been able to return to face-to-face
training as lockdown restrictions ease.
As well as keeping up to date on
important skills, face-to-face training
serves as a way of support and it
is something that the Responders
missed through lockdown.
As part of LIVES’ vision to make Lincolnshire the safest
place to have a 999 medical emergency, the charity has
been able to start going out to events and schools to
teach people the importance of bystander CPR. Cardiac
arrest can strike at any time, even in people who appear
to be young and healthy. Every week in the UK, 12
people under the age of 35 suffer from Young, Sudden
Cardiac Death (YSCD). This has recently been brought
into focus with the incident involving footballer, Christian
Eriksen.
Figures show that the number of people who survive
out-of-hospital cardiac arrest has more than doubled
in the last 10 years. This can be attributed to more
people learning how to deliver effective CPR, as well as
community defibrillators becoming more common place.
LIVES First Responders are supplied with a kit bag and
defibrillator and are based across the county so if the
worst happened they can get to the incident fast.
LIVES Responder Pippa Crust explains why she chooses
to volunteer, “When I was just 15, my brother collapsed
from a cardiac arrest. No-one suspected it could happen
to such a young, healthy person, so no-one started CPR.
It made me determined never to be in that position again,
and LIVES have supported me in my training.”
10
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To keep LIVES First Responders trained, equipped and
confident to be out on the road, we need to raise over £1
million every year. Last year a series of virtual events was
launched, the most recent being LIVES 51 Miles in May.
The team did exceptionally well despite the unseasonably
wet weather! In total our 26 entrants managed 717 miles
and raised over £1300! Every penny will be spent on
supporting the army of volunteers.
This September you can join a new cycling challenge,
Land’s End to John O’Groats! If you do not want to cover
the 874 miles on your own, you can join as a team and
share the miles between you. The great news -you don’t
need to leave the county, unless you want to of course.
You can instead take to the open roads of the beautiful
Lincolnshire countryside, or do it from the comfort of your
dining room on your exercise bike, it is entirely up to you.
If cycling isn’t your thing and you have always dreamed
of running the iconic London Marathon this is the
challenge for you! You can decide if you want to do the
entire distance in one go, or over a week, and you can
either run it or walk it. As you record your activities on
Strava, you will be moved around the actual route of the
London Marathon via Google maps. It’s as good as being
there in person.
If you would like to talk to someone regarding bystander
CPR for a group or team, or sign up to an event visit,
www.LIVES.org.uk or email info@LIVES.org.uk
Brigg Matters
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The Oldest Club in Town
by Roy Sheppard
At long last football has returned to the EC Surfacing
Stadium with the start of pre-season friendlies. The team
got off to a winning start with a very impressive 4-3 win
over local rivals, and division-above opponents, Grimsby
Borough.
The team has been strengthened in almost every
department with competition for places in all positions.
The evidence of pre-season so far reflects the optimism
of Chairman, Jim Huxford, for the coming season and
promotion to the Premier Division is a realistic aim.
The opening of the clubhouse, relaxation of Covid
restrictions and the effect of the outside catering changes
has seen a remarkable increase in attendances both on
match and non-match days. This was further enhanced
by the table sell-out at all of the televised European

Transform your living space
with our range of stunning
Flooring
& Blinds

Parkers

Large
Selection
of Rugs
available

Stockists
of Sebo
Vacuum
Cleaners

WE SPECIALISE IN THE
SANDING & RE-SEALING OF
WOODEN FLOORS
CALL FOR MORE DETAILS.

Stockists of Farrow & Ball
paint and wallpaper

We provide a measuring
estimating and advisory
service for a superb range of
carpets, flooring & blinds.
Contact us Today for a
No-obligation Quotation

Tel: 01652
653808

email: sales@parkerscarpets.co.uk | www. parkerscarpets.co.uk
37 Wrawby Street | Brigg | DN20 8BS
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Championship matches. The match-day attendances
at games have shown that come the league kick-off on
Saturday 31 July against Glasshoughton Welfare, the
club can confidently anticipate crowds of 200-300.
The football will be entertaining, the food and drink
excellent and we would welcome newcomers to come
along and get value-for-money entertainment.
UPCOMING HOME FIXTURES
21.08.21.
28.08.21.
04.09.21.
11.09.21.
		
22.09.21.
		
09.10.21.
23.10.21.

v
v
v
v

Hallam kick-off 3.00pm
Clipstone kick-off 3.00pm
Nostell Miners Welfare kick-off 3.00pm
Cammell Laird 1907 (FA Vase) kick-off
3.00pm
v Rainworth Miners Welfare kick-off
7.45 pm
v Hall End Rangers kick-off 3.00pm
v Retford FC kick-off 3.00pm

BRIGG TOWN HISTORY - PART 2
Grimsby Town was formed in 1878 after a meeting held
at the Wellington Arms public house in Freeman Street,
Grimsby. Several attendees included members of the
local Worsley Cricket Club who wanted to form a football
club to occupy the empty winter evenings after the
cricket season had finished. In its first year the club was
called Grimsby Pelham FC, the family name of the Earl
of Yarborough, a significant landowner in the area, and
the club’s first two matches
kicked off with separate
games against Brigg teams;
they lost both of them.
The first was against Brigg
Britannia at Brigg where
they turned up a player
short but made up their
numbers by persuading a
travelling supporter, George
Haddelsey, brother of one
their team members to play
for them. They lost 0-2.
Their second game was
played at the Clee Park
ground where they were
well beaten 1-4 by Brigg
Town.
The club became Grimsby
Town FC in 1879.
Brigg Matters
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Movers & Shakers
By Paul Hildreth
Finding a common theme for
this issue’s column has been
difficult. There has been a
surprisingly large amount of
change since the Summer issue
and the changes have been widely
varied. The almost inevitable
roundabout of independent
outlets has been joined by new
housing developments, promises
of rejuvenation of long-empty
premises, exciting additions to the regular market stalls,
young entrepreneurs and the sad, but necessary, loss of a
Brigg landmark building.
Keigar Homes’ ‘The Falcon’ development of the former
industrial site on Bridge Street will see the construction
of new homes within easy walking distance of the town
centre and close to a new supermarket and Brigg Leisure
Centre. I came across a smaller development just off
Almond Grove which has a gated entrance and four
completed dwellings.
The vacant site on the corner of Island Carr Road and
Bridge Street, formerly occupied by TJ’s Coaches, has
been converted into a car wash service and there are
hopeful signs of reoccupation at the ‘White Hart’ and the
former Kennedi shop close to County Bridge, where there
has been interior decorating. At the time of writing I have
no details of the latter’s specific focus .
More is known however about the former HSBC building
which is being converted into a cocktail bar with
apartments over. ‘The Vault’ is a project spearheaded by
a team of female entrepreneurs comprising Lisa Frith,
a self-employed aesthetician consultant and owner of
fashion brand ‘Aggy Styles’, Michelle Drury, director of
a chain of children’s day nurseries ‘I Learn Education
Ltd.’, business consultant and mentor voted ‘North
Lincolnshire’s Business Woman of the Year 2019’ and
Hannah Shepherd, personal licence holder with previous

bar experience, new home sales
negotiator and property developer.
Michelle’s husband, Paul,
undertakes all necessary building
works and renovation, just as
he has done for their chain of
children’s day nurseries. The team
hopes to open in late-2021 but a
more specific date or time is yet to
be announced.
On the theme of female entrepreneurs, I had the good
fortune to meet Aimee Finlay and Johanna Hesselmann
of ‘Final Chapter’, in Market Place promoting their indie
publishing house and creative studio based in Brigg
and who, together with Wayne Oram, specialise in book
publishing, illustration and animation.
A short move has been made by ‘Delchris Interiors’ in
School Court where Adele, now at number 10, offers a
variety of bespoke interior furnishings and accessories.
Delchris is also the town’s sole stockist of Frenchic
products. In Wrawby Street, the refurbishing of empty
properties continues. As reported in the previous issue,
Brigg Hearing Centre will move into No.57 and the
former Greggs shop has been acquired by OIKOS (see
featured article in this issue).
Brigg’s Tesco store has reinstated its token donation box
that invites customers to choose between three deserving
local causes. One assumes that its withdrawal was linked
with concern over cross-contamination before the recent
easing of Covid-related restrictions.
One’s Junk, Another’s Treasure opened for business in

Market Place at the end of May shortly after the deadline
for the Summer issue of BM. Craig (a carpet fitter) and
partner Donna formerly traded in vintage goods from
Hemswell Cliff but wanted to widen their business to
include more modern articles. Opening times are Tuesday
to Friday 10am to 4pm and Saturday 10am to 3pm.

New carwash on Island Carr Road (Aldi roundabout) Hoarding outside the Keigar Homes development
off Bridge Street.
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Maria of Tesco and Sonia resume
donations of tokens for local

Brigg Matters
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Movers & Shakers
Strolling through the market on 10th July I was delighted
to spot a new stall displaying three guitars one of which
I nearly bought! ‘Guitarooze’ is a new venture launched
by Andy Oram supplying guitars and accessories both
online and direct. BM’s photographer, Stephen, managed
to capture the moment just after a lucky customer
experienced a Willy Wonka moment by opening an
envelope which contained a golden ticket that won him
an electric guitar. And on the theme of market stalls,
have you spotted Jackie Harness’ colourful ‘gypsy
caravan’ from which she now sells her home-made buns
and cakes?
Finally, on Brigg landmarks, the function of the ground
floor of the Buttercross has been modified from that of
the Tourist Information Centre (TIC) to ‘The Buttercross
Business Support and Tourism Centre’. The TIC sign has
been removed and new signage is eagerly anticipated.
Open three days a week (Thursday, Friday and Saturday
from 9am – 2pm), it remains under the auspices of
the NLCC, manned (or should that be womanned?) by

Craig and Donna outside their
Market Place premises.

The lucky prize-winner
receiving his guitar from Andy
Oram of Guitarooze.

Hannah and Amanda, and will focus on the promotion of
local activities.
The Summer issue referred to the condition of the
building on the corner of Bridge Street and Forrester
Street formerly occupied by Sherwood’s. One doesn’t
have to be eagle-eyed to notice that this almost iconic
building is no more and marks yet another step in the
evolution of our market town.

Debbie Clark
We raised around £700 over the ‘Scarecrow and
StreetBoot Weekend’ of 3rd/4th July. Thank you to
everyone who helped out, we couldn’t do it without
you, and to everyone who donated raffle and tombola
prizes in particular Wrendale, Claytons Corner Café, The
Aroma Shed and Old School Honey. Thanks too for all
the fantastic cakes that were donated. The money raised
will be used to help repair the church hall roof and cut
back some trees which are overhanging the roof and the
toilet. We are trying to get quotes for the jobs and if you
can recommend someone who could do the jobs please
call 01652 678063.

Are you having a clear out? If so you may be able to
help Kevin and Helen Wright who have recently become
Marine Mammal Medics with the British Divers Marine
Life Rescue Charity (BDMLR). They will attend callouts
from the public for stranded\entangled or injured seals,
dolphins and whales. If you have unwanted bath towels
or bedding sheets they would be gratefully accepted as
Kevin and Helen have to supply their own equipment.
Bath towels are used to help capture and handle seals
16
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By Dave Brittain
Brigg Rotary Club looks forward to a new year when we
can get back to what we do best, helping and supporting
the local community in person.

Cadney and Howsham News

If there is enough interest we could organize another
StreetBoot event. Please get in touch if you would like
to have a stall. Email: howsham.cadney@gmail.com or
call 01652 678768.

Brigg Rotary Club News
The new team has taken over as we welcome our
incoming President and remodel our committee
membership in preparation for a more face-to-face year
ahead. We will be able to meet as a group, share a meal
and support good causes whilst having fun.
The era of Zoom will not fade away entirely as members
now know that they can join planning meetings from
almost anywhere and make a positive contribution. Via
video, past-President, John Wood, shared his thoughts on
an eventful two years in post reflecting on the challenges
of supporting the community through lockdown. We
were greatly restricted but planted 1,400 crocus corms
to show our determination to eradicate polio from the
world and distributed 80 Christmas hampers to those in
need, both with the help of local people and donations.
We supported Brigg Primary School with the distribution
of free-school meals, Riverside Surgery’s vaccination
programme, and gave funds to both Lincolnshire and
Nottinghamshire Air Ambulance and the Humber
Lifeboat. We also sent shelter boxes to disaster areas.
Indeed, our first outside visit since lockdown ended
was to the Humber Lifeboat Station followed by a meal
together.
Just before the end of school term, we were able to
present the award for the 2020 Cliff Padley Primary

In search of a Willy Wonka
candy bar at the Howsham &
Cadney Summer Scarecrow
and Stall Fayre are Fiona
Kevin and Helen with basic
Leahy, Alice and Ruth Fowler.
kit and BDMLR badges.

and bedding sheets are used to help keep dolphin and
whale skin wet and so reduce sunburn. Please drop off
at 9 Main Street in Howsham. Kevin told BM that they
became aware of British Divers Marine Life Rescue when
they came across a seal on Cleethorpes promenade late
one evening. They stayed with the seal until two BDMLR
volunteers arrived to assess the animal before relocating
it to a quieter area away from the public and dogs.

School Writing Challenge. James
was the proud winner along with
two pupils who collected Highly
Commended certificates. I am
sure Cliff would be very happy to
see the 1st prize go to a pupil of
Scawby School as he had lived
in the village for many years.
Our congratulations go to pastPresident Brian Parker on being
elected Mayor of Brigg at the
Annual Town Council Meeting.
Incoming
Brian’s chosen charities for the
President David
next two years are Brigg Prostate
Hinxman
Cancer Care Group and Brigg
Young Carers. We wish Brian and
his wife and consort, Jane, a very successful year ahead;
they will make a great team.
It is not all good news. Sadly, we have to record the death
of Paul Harris Fellow (an award made for exceptional
service), Tony Turnbull. Over the years Tony did so much
for the club, working on various projects, including, links
with the Lincoln and Lindsey Blind Society, Purple4Polio
crocus planting, the Christmas hampers, and international
projects, most recently the Kenya project, initiating
contacts with lead club RC of Grantham Kesteven.
Incoming President David Hinxman is planning to expand
our activities and raise the funds to allow things to
happen through 2021-2. We are
hoping to support the Open Farm
Sunday at Uncle Henry’s, organise
a sponsored walk, hold an auction
of promises and join Christmas
festivities in Brigg. Internationally
we will be considering peace
and conflict resolution, disease
prevention and treatment, water
and sanitation, maternal and child
health, basic educational and literacy
and economic and community
development.

Three pupils from Scawby
Academy receiving their awards.

Brigg Matters
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UK Optician Awards runners-up 2018 & 2019!

From Rabbits to Newspapers
by Josie Webb

Eye Examinations by UK Optician Award
Finalist Optometrist 2018
Specialists lenses for Macular
Degeneration (AMD), Glaucoma and More...

PURVEYORS OF LUXURY EYEWEAR SINCE 1979 ■ CLINICAL EYEWEAR ■

QUALITY EYEWEAR

O’Brien’s Opticians has been located on
Wrawby Street, Brigg for over 40 years.
A nationally recognised and acclaimed
practice being runner-up in the UK
Optician awards 2019 – INDEPENDENT
PRACTICE OF THE YEAR 2019.
All eye examinations are performed by Optometrist,
Sheeraz Janjua who was awarded the degree of
Doctor of Optometry (DipSv) from Aston University
for his research in Dry eye syndrome. He was runner-up
in the 2018 Optician awards for UK Optometrist of the
Year. Supported by longstanding staff new services have been introduced including dry eye and blepharitis appointments
and treatment plans. Doctor Janjua takes great pride in what he calls precision calculation of spectacle prescriptions – using
techniques honed over twenty years in optometry.
Emphasis is placed on personal service, correctly fitted original and international frames and accurately dispensed ophthalmic
lenses by exceptional manufacturers such as Carl Zeiss, Nikon, Seiko, Rodenstock, Essilor (VARILUX, TRANSITIONS), Kodak,
Hoya and many other superior independent lens suppliers including one that makes the THINNEST lens in the world using
1.76 INDEX!

Dr Janjua launches specialist lenses for Macular Degeneration (AMD)
The practice dispenses specialist lens types, tints and coatings which can help people with various daily tasks such as driving (day
driving and night driving), poor vision in low light level and VDU work.
In 2016 Dr. Janjua introduced specialist lenses from the USA for people with vision
loss related to Glaucoma, Retinitis Pigmentosa, Diabetic Retinopathy and
macular degeneration (AMD). These special – prismatic lenses can change the
direction of light to alternative healthier parts of the retina. Combined with a special
filter to improve contrast - they have been a huge success. The practice can now
also supply revolutionary lenses that use a built in mesh in the lens to improve the
vision for those who struggle to see very well – especially at night.

Now official stockists of LINDBERG –
the best eyewear in the world!
The Danish royal family, politicians, business tycoons,
and high-profile celebrities are your typical LINDBERG
customers. With 95+ international design awards
including the prestigious Silmo Gold award, this multi
award-winning Danish company is undoubtedly the
best of the best in the world. Their craftsmanship is
unmatched by ANY other existing brands today and
now available in BRIGG.

By the early 1840s, the rabbit trade had almost ceased
so Ralph Musgrave decided to move back to Durham
where he became a farmer and invested in a Pub called
‘The Bull and Dog’. He died in Durham in 1858, aged
78, leaving over £2,000, a considerable amount of
money in those days.

enquiries@obriensopticians.co.uk Visit www.obriensopticians.co.uk
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Musgrave was born into a farming
family in Durham in 1780 and
he arrived in Brigg at the very
beginning of the 19th Century
along with a young woman,
Elizabeth Hutchins, who he later
married, in 1805, in Wrawby.
By this time the rabbit trade
had already peaked many years before and was in slow
decline but Ralph must have thought it was a good
investment as he and Elizabeth already had four children.
He also bought land at ‘Silversides’ which is named after
the rabbits that lived and bred in the warrens around that
area and were pale brown in colour with silver tips on the
ends of the fur.
In the early 19th Century Musgrave donated land on
the corner of Silversides and Scawby Road to two
French Roman Catholic priests, Father Peter Moulin
and his brother, Father Thomas, on which the priests
built a small chapel. Father Peter died in 1822 and
his tombstone can still be seen in the garden of the RC
presbytery gardens on Barnard Ave.

O’BRIEN’S WELCOMES THE REGISTRATION OF NEW PATIENTS.
The practice is open from Monday to Friday from 9am to 5pm. Saturday 9am-4pm.
Telephone 01652 653 595 to make an appointment. O’Brien’s Opticians 43-44 Wrawby St, Brigg DN20 8BS
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Brigg has managed to retain many
of its lovely Georgian and Victorian
buildings while other towns and
cities have lost theirs through
redevelopment. 8 Wrawby Street
is one such survivor and was built
for Ralph Ignatius Musgrave in
1827 for £1,000 with money he
made from the local rabbit pelt
trade. At the time it was built it
included a large walled garden
to the rear and was said to have
been the largest house in Brigg.

Ralph Musgrave’s house was bought by the Smith Ellison
Bank which had been trading in much smaller premises
at 57 Wrawby Street. In the 1860s part of the building
was rented off for a short-lived private boys’ school that
had moved, under a different headship, from premises in
Bridge Street.

No. 8 Wrawby Street during its occupancy by
Woolworth’s and pre-pedestrianisation.
Woolworth’s bought 8 Wrawby Street and traded there
until the early 1980s. I am sure that many people have
happy memories of shopping there and I loved the old
wooden counters and the nostalgic aroma. And it was all
change again when Belton’s Newsagents, later to become
Martin’s Newsagents, moved in and, since the 1990s,
incorporated The Post Office.
A number of years ago I was fortunate enough to have
a look around the upstairs. My goodness it is huge!
The rooms had all the original plaster mouldings on the
ceilings and the lovely archways which graced the long
corridors. Looking on the dark side, I remember being
told by past members of Woolworth’s staff, the story
of the ghost that is reputed to haunt its upper floors. I
peeped carefully into many of the rooms and cupboards
expecting to come face- to-face with it!
It’s a shame it has not been better looked after in recent
years, these buildings are precious to Brigg and they
contribute towards the town’s charm and uniqueness. I
often wonder what Mr. Musgrave would think if he was
still around? So, when you are out shopping, or just
walking around, take a look up at these buildings and
think how lucky we are to still have them and let’s
hope they continue to be preserved for future
generations.
Brigg Matters
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Tales from the Riverbank
(with apologies to Kenneth Graham)
Paul Hildreth
Like many local residents over the past 18 months or
so, I have changed my habits in order to keep both
reasonably fit and reasonably sane. By doing so I have
discovered a world that was previously unknown to me
but lying on the doorstep just waiting to be explored.
I began cycling along the Ancholme Valley Way towpath
in Summer 2020 and it has now become a regular route
providing opportunities to enjoy the wildlife along the river
banks, the seasonal changes in vegetation and chance
meetings with other ‘explorers’ that often culminate in
interesting conversation.
Having taught geography in a previous
life, it was inevitable that some sort
of map would result from my recordkeeping of way points and places of
interest. The result shows the river
graded in mile-long sections (alternate
pale and dark blue sections) from
County Bridge to just beyond Saxby
Bridge with key locations marked.
This 6+-mile stretch is a treasure and
the gateway to a choice of additional
routes of varying length. You can
choose to cross at one of the three
bridges and return to Brigg on the
Appleby to Castlethorpe Corner road
or head east from Weir Dyke Bridge,
near Worlaby pumping station (A),
Bonby (B) or Saxby Bridge to access
the B1204, South Ferriby to Elsham,
road.

was soon to discover that it was the sound of oars being
caressed through the water by members of Brigg’s canoe
club as they went through their practice drills!
Unfortunately there is a minority that appears to have
little respect for the river or for those who enjoy its
tranquillity and ease of access. I was dismayed earlier
in the year to find that a seat between Brigg and
Castlethorpe Bridge, popular with walkers needing a short
rest, had been destroyed by fire. All that was left were
the metal screws used to hold together the component
parts; it has not been replaced.

Simplified map of the Ancholme
Valley Way north from Brigg
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blend in with the backdrop of reeds and
tall grasses. On one outing in early July,
just beyond Worlaby Pumping Station, I
came across a ‘gathering’ of 22 swans.
This made we wonder if there is an
established collective noun for these
birds. There certainly are for many
others, my favourite being a ‘charm’ of
goldfinch.

Saxby-All-Saints Bridge
and I have to admit to standing under
the arch of the railway bridge that carries
the Grimsby to Scunthorpe line over the
Ancholme when the 4pm passenger
service crosses. I also have to admit to
playing Pooh Sticks on both Castlethorpe
and Broughton bridges, but with a
purpose! I wanted to show that the speed
of flow of a river varies across its width
and the most entertaining way of doing so
is to drop a stick from the upstream side
of the bridge and time its journey from
when it reappears on the downstream
side to a set finishing point.

At D, close to Worlaby Pumping Station,
it is possible to see the winding course
of the old river cutting the adjacent
fields to the east. Its reed-filled channel
becomes a haven for wrens, reed
At the time of writing, a newly surfaced
warblers and goldfinch though the latter
The newly-completed track track has been completed on the western
prefer the banks of thistle and teasel on
from Saxby Bridge to Appleby side of the river that leads from Saxby
drier ground.
Bridge and then turns away from the river
to link with Appleby. That, as Winnie-the-Pooh would say,
As a young boy I used to run to the footbridge over the
is my next explore!
railway line of my home town whenever a train was due

But back to more positive matters.
Location C on the map is a beautifully
wooded stretch of the route and has a
riverside picnic area about half-a-mile
from County Bridge. In the Spring
and Summer it is full of birdsong and
as Autumn approaches it delivers a
wealth of elderberries.

Most users of the river and its
immediate environs appear to treat
it with respect. Youngsters during
the hot weather of 2020 launched
themselves from Castlethorpe and
Broughton bridges, seemingly with no
thought of risk assessments, but in
brief conversation with one or two of
them it was evident that they knew
just where the river was sufficiently
deep to be safe.
On one occasion, while lying in wait
for sightings of local birdlife, I was
intrigued by what I thought at first
was a bird call I didn’t recognise. I

Recently there have been two
instances of tipping rubbish, both
at Broughton Bridge, ironically
not far from the Council’s waste
disposal site. The first, on the path
on the eastern end of the bridge,
was fly-tipping comprising the casing
from a fly-mower, a tarpaulin and
a plastic bag of mixed rubbish.
Here I have to commend North
Lincolnshire County Council who,
within 24 hours of being notified,
had removed the offending rubbish.
The second I recorded on 16th July
(see photograph) which was a load of
polystyrene packaging material that
had been thrown into the river from
the car park on the western side of
the bridge.

The meanders of the old River Ancholme

Discarded packaging near
Broughton Bridge

Beyond Broughton Bridge, grey
herons frequent the river banks
patiently waiting to strike for prey.
I have noticed, provided they feel
secure enough to remain in place,
that as you pass them they tend
to turn so that they present their
narrowest profile and in so doing

Goods train headed for Scunthorpe crossing the Ancholme rail bridge

The end of the road at location
E after 6.7 miles
Brigg Matters
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SURPRISE! SURPRISE!
Saturday, 31st July marked the
40th anniversary of Margaret
Devai trading from her College
Yard shop, ‘Second Chance’.
Fellow shopkeepers could
not let the auspicious date go
unnoticed and clandestinely
arranged a special presentation.
Brigg Town Mayor, Cllr. Brian
Parker, was asked to present
Margaret with a bouquet and
say a few words.
On the day, Margaret, who
was oblivious to the plan,
was surprised to find an everincreasing group of colleagues,
family members and helium
balloons mustering outside her
shop. Then the Town Mayor
appeared!

Silver Birch Blinds
Fashionable windows at affordable prices

Vertical • Venetain • Roller • Wooden
Pleated • Roman • Perfect Fit

ICKS We are a local family
NO GIMEM
INE
JUST G NUCES
ﬁrm offering a fast
LOW PUGRHI OUT
and friendley service
THRONTIRE RANGE
OUR E

Tel: 01652 632509
www. silverbirchblinds.co.uk

Waterside Road, Barton upon Humber, DN18 5BA
Sales@SilverBirchBlinds.co.uk
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Family members gather round Margaret
and Brigg Town Mayor, Cllr. Brian Parker,
after the presentation.

Margaret receives her bouquet
from the Mayor.

During the presentation Cllr. Brian Parker
said that it was a great pleasure to present
Margaret with the bouquet. “Margaret is a real
stalwart of Brigg who has added value and
variety to the town’s shopping emporium for
decades. Very well done.”

Go on - Come and sing!
Members of the Wrawby Choir have begun meeting again
every Wednesday at 7.45 p.m. in St. Mary’s Church,
Wrawby. We are not the Church choir – it’s just where
we meet to practise. We are rehearsing using social
distancing procedures despite
recent changes in legal restrictions.
When the weather permits, we
might easily stay outside!
We comprise a merry throng and
there is a varied range of people
with different musical abilities. We
sing popular pieces and some that
are more classical so we have a
repertoire covering a wide variety of
musical genres. You don’t have to
be able to read music just enjoy having a sing-song and
the challenge of making it sound good! We sing in two/
three-part harmony at the moment and our Director just
dreams of one day being able to sing in four parts but we
do need more members before that can happen!
A couple of years ago, B.C. (Before Covid), we won a
trophy at the North Lincolnshire Music Festival and
have put together concerts to raise money for charity
and sometimes are asked to sing at weddings and other
occasions. There is a very small membership charge to
cover costs and from time to time we have social events,

usually in The Jolly Miller! Indeed, some members retire
there to wet their whistles after every rehearsal!
The choir is a real community choir for people who like
singing together. Many members
have not been in a choir since
school and indeed some have
never been! Now that we are able
to rehearse again we would like to
greet new members from Wrawby
(and indeed from further afield too)
both male and female. We have
a good deal of fun whilst working
towards as high a standard as
possible. Everyone is welcome!
If you think you would like to be part of this sparky group
of folk who like to sing and make things happen, then
just come along at 7.45pm – 9pm on a Wednesday and
see what you think. There is absolutely no commitment
to enlist. Wrawby itself has a wonderful and welcoming
community and deserves to have a jolly decent choir to
represent the village. We really would like to encourage
as many people as possible to join us.
Promise you’ll think about it.
Contacts: Chiara Griffiths: 07840407590 and
Sue Rawlings: 07846676991
Brigg Matters
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Snippets supplied by local historian Josie Webb

LUCKY FRIDAY THE 13TH
How many people are
superstitious? Why do
we avoid walking under
ladders or fear 7 years
of bad luck if we break
a mirror? Or even dread
the coming of Friday
the 13th? This is a true
story and will probably
change your mind.
It was back in August
1980 when my mum,
Kathleen Webb,
received a surprise
package through the
post. On opening it
she found a book entitled ‘In
Brave Company, the History
of 158 Squadron’ by W.R.
Chorley and R.N. Benwell. It
left her rather puzzled until,
when looking at it more
closely, the image of a World
War 2 bomber, which she
recognised, was staring back
at her. Then all those longago memories came flooding
back. Inside the book was
a letter from one of the coauthors, Roy N. Benwell.                                               

Kenneth Cammack
was a local man, born
in ‘The Merchants
House’ in Bridge Street,
Brigg in 1925, the
youngest of 7 children.
He attended St Mary’s
Catholic School in
Bigby Street after
which, on passing his
11+ exam, he went to
Brigg Grammar School,
leaving at 16 years-old.

Kenneth Cammack (top photos)
and (bottom photo) showing the
crew with Friday 13th. L—R. Flight
Engineer Vincent Geane, W/
Officer Kenneth Cammack, Radio
Operator Brian Willersham, Skipper
/Flight Sergeant Derrick Waterman,
Bomb Aimer Reg Littmeoter,
Mid-Upper Gunner John “Jacko”
Jackson, Navigator Wilf Tyler.
Kneeling: Ground crew.

4th August 1980.
Dear Mrs Webb,

ents as it tells the story of the
send you this book with his complim
to
me
d
aske
has
eth,
Kenn
her,
Your brot
1944.
of which he was a member back in
operations flown by 158 Squadron

Work began at the Brigg Sugar Factory then, in 1943
age 18 years, he volunteered to join the Royal Air Force
under the R.A.F. Volunteer Reserve and was based
at RAF Lissett, North Yorkshire. He started going on
operations (ops) at the tender age of 19.
In July 1944 his first trip was as a rear gunner or a
‘Tail End Charlie’ as they became known. The plane
was ‘Friday The 13th’, one of the Halifax bombers that
arrived at RAF Lissett in March 1944 to replace the
24
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earlier twelve Halifax’s that never came home. She was
given this name because she arrived on a Friday and was
number 13.
Kenneth and the rest of his crew scoffed at warnings to
steer clear of the legendary harbinger of bad luck painted
on the nose of the plane. They felt she was different. She
was the best. They trusted her and she took care of them
while other bombers were been shot down and crashing
in flames all over Europe.

The crew, of which Ken was a member,
were Flight Engineer Vincent Geane,
Radio Operator Brian Willersham,
Skipper/Pilot Derek Waterman,
Bomb Aimer Reg Littlemeoter, Mid
Upper Gunner John “Jacko” Jackson,
Navigator Wilf Taylor and Warrant
Officer Kenneth Cammack. Their ops
were mostly at night and they flew
a variety of missions over German
garrisons in Le Havre in Normandy and
daily attacks on V2 flying bomb depots,
coastal gun positions etc.
Kenneth was not superstitious. He
knew his job was risky with the
reputation of being the most dangerous
spot on the plane as enemy fighters
invariably launched an attack from
behind. He always flew wearing his
white silk scarf and claimed that
the most frightening thing was the
searchlights and the flak (anti-aircraft
gunfire). Sometimes it was all over the sky.

The rebuilt ‘Friday 13th’ at Elvington Air Museum, near York.

When you returned you went for breakfast. There was
always bacon and eggs waiting but the thing that hit
you most was coming to terms with the loss of friends
from other crews who did not come back. It was very
upsetting to see the military going round and packing up
their belongings.
Kenneth with grandson James in 2002.

Kenneth flew 26 of his 36 ops in ‘Friday the 13th’. She
completed 128 ops and never suffered any damage.
He said that he always felt safe in her even with all the
unlucky symbols painted on her, the inverted horse shoe,
a grim reaper, a ladder and her name. After the war Ken
received a signed photo of her from Aldeph Galland, the
German Luftwaffe’s ace fighter pilot who was credited
with more than 100 victories. He wrote on it: “One I did
not get”.
On leaving the RAF, Kenneth returned to Brigg Sugar
Factory and worked there for
47 years retiring at age 65,
a year before it closed. He
always said lucky number 13
stayed with him all his life.
He married wife Lillian with
whom he had a daughter born
on 13th October, 13 years
after he flew his war time
ops. His daughter married on
March 13th and her son was
born 13 years later!
Ken kept in touch with
wartime crew and attended
reunions. He passed away
in May 2019 age 94, just
6 weeks after his sister, my
mother, the last of the crew
and the last of the seven
children in the Cammack
Family.

Brigg Matters
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You’ve
been
framed
By Stephen Harris
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Howzat for a fundraising
effort in Brigg
Nigel Fisher

An impressive £837.46 was raised for the Stroke
Association charity through a special cricket match
played at Brigg Recreation Ground (the Rec.) on the last
Saturday in June. It involved current members of the
Town club and former regulars who retired long ago but
were determined to support this worthy cause.

on three home grounds in different decades, The Rec.,
Sir John Nelthorpe School and Brigg Sugar Factory, off
Scawby Road.

Match fees from those who took to the field, and a raffle
with a fine range of donated prizes, got things off to a
good start by totalling £650 on the day. More donations
followed over several weeks from other Brigg residents
and people living far and wide who could not make it to
the Rec.

Gary and his wife Tracy, who live in Brigg, watched the
game throughout and were delighted to see so much
raised for the Stroke Association. Played in ideal sunny
conditions, the match was co-ordinated by long-serving
club all-rounder Jack Richards who tweaked some of the
usual Twenty-20 format rules to ensure players ‘got a
game’ with an opportunity to bat and perhaps bowl a few
overs, something a number of the long-retired ex-Town
participants had not attempted for many seasons.

The key factor behind the very successful fundraiser
was the name of the game - The Gary ‘Bottler’ Smith
Testimonial. Gary, better known by his childhood
nickname, is one of the most popular cricketers ever to
have represented the Town club, which he did for many
seasons from 1980 until illness intervened.

The team with the much higher average age took to the
field first, in the heat, and did well to limit their younger
opponents to 121. The more senior side’s reply then
made steady progress until the scores were level, at
which point the stumps were drawn. Match tied, honours
even!

A very reliable opening batsman, he shared in a couple
of league record partnerships and played for Brigg Town

Guy Haxby, Steve Marshall, Adam and Mark Dunderdale,
Lee Fielden and Ross Richards were among those to
score freely with the bat.
Notable former Brigg Town allrounder Garry ‘Gig’ Smith (now
aged 80) was the most senior
of the seniors to take part in
the match, followed by David
Willey (67); quite a contrast
with some of the current Town
players on duty who are still in
their teens or early 20s!
Once everyone had left the field
the raffle was drawn on the
boundary near the car park and
then some of the players and
spectators made the short walk
to Brigg Town Football Club’s
Hawthorns venue for traditional
after-match refreshments in
the bar.
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Clockwise from left: Simon Fisher; Lee Fielden with Gary ‘Bottler’ Smith;
Nigel Fisher (left).
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Kim Richards, assisted by other volunteers, worked
tirelessly on the sidelines throughout the match to ensure
the success of the raffle and to accept donations. ExBrigg Town players, Jim Copson, Andrew ‘Sass’ Markham
and Alan Ford contributed by umpiring.
It was heartening to see the way in which the young
members of the current team chatted happily with
some of the ‘old stagers’ from decades past. Among the
spectators was ex-wicketkeeper and club captain Garry

Background by The Story ofEli

Dunderdale who watched sons Adam and Mark and
grandson Owen playing out in the middle. There was
even an unexpected mid-afternoon fly-past by a Second
World War Dakota transport plane which was heading
north from its base at RAF Coningsby to make an
appearance at an Armed Forces Day event elsewhere.
It is now intended to make this fundraising friendly an
annual fixture in Brigg Town Cricket Club’s programme.
Next year it will be arranged for a Saturday when there
is no scheduled match in the Lincolnshire
County League. County cricket clubs since
the 19th century have honoured popular
and long-serving players with benefit
matches. The Gary Smith Testimonial
however was the first to be arranged by the
Brigg Town Club since it first took to the
field at the Rec. in 1974. One of Gary’s
former Brigg team-mates, Simon Church,
penned his best wishes before the match
and e-mailed them through from his home
in Western Australia, having emigrated
Down-Under more than 30 years ago.

Some of those who took part in the match with Gary (front, centre).

A Summer Adventure
By Caitlin Age 13
along part of the
Viking Way.

This summer I am staying with
my Granny in Brigg. One of our
‘adventures’ together was a train
trip from Brigg to Barnetby on
Saturday morning at 9:13am
arriving in Barnetby at 9:24am(ish).
Granny had found a walk in
‘VisitNorthLincolnshire’ and had
downloaded a map.
We left the station at Barnetby, went
under the bridge and crossed the
road. The walk took us up Knab’s
Hill alongside the railway. At the top
of the hill, amongst the trees, there
is a bird feeder where we left some
bird food for the birds and carried on
to the road. From the road we used
one of the permitted footpaths which
took us back into Barnetby and out

Caitlin and brother, Aidan, at
Barnetby station

1. The IBLRG is the Independent Brigg Line Rail Group which
works in partnership with the Brigg Town Business Partnership to
promote new and existing customers to come to Brigg using the
unique Saturday-only train services via social media.

30

Brigg Matters

We made our
way back to
the station and
passed a fish and
chips shop called
‘Salt & Battery’.
The train back
was at 11:41.
The IBLRG*
are trying to
encourage visitors
to Brigg by train.
Going on the train
was something a bit different and I
enjoyed it. Try it! My next adventure
will be a geology trip to Ferriby (and
not by train this time!)
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Hello Kids' Matters readers,
Have you ever heard the expression 'tone deaf'?
This is a way we sometimes describe someone
who can't sing very well, but actually, only 2%
of the population are really tone deaf. Most of
us can learn to improve our singing technique.
Whether or not you sound like your
favourite popstar, it is great to sing because
enjoying music is fabulous for your mind and
body.
Singing is fun, it releases chemicals in our
brain which make us feel good. Singing helps us
to breathe deeply and draw lots of oxygen into
our lungs. Having more oxygen running around
your body can help you to concentrate, push up
your energy levels and even fuel your muscles!

Ifyou hit exactly the right pitch and
volume, it is possible to shatter glass
with your voice!

Let's Play
A Game

How do you
make a
bandstand?
Take away
their chairs!

Silent Melody/Rhythm
• The leader sings a small tune or claps a
short rhythm to the group.
e.g 'Lala...lala,' or 'Clap, ...., clap-clap'
This becomes the silent melody (or the
silent rhythm).
• The leader then sings small tunes or claps
rhythms and the other players have to
repeat them.
• If the leader sings the silent melody (or
claps the silent rhythm) then the other
players have to be silent.
• If a player accidentally copies the silent
melody (or silent rhythm) then they are out
of the game.

Memorising songs is also great for your
brain. Think of all the songs you know already,
pop songs, nursery rhymes, even radio jingles
and adverts. Your brain is bursting with
snippets of songs that you probably hadn't even
realised you knew and the older people in your
life will have brains bursting with songs they
thought they had forgotten!
It doesn't matter what kind of music you
like, whether you know all the words, make up
your own, or just have a good hum or a whistle.
Singing and having fun with music is a brilliant
way to spend your day.

What kind of
music do balloons
hate?

Pop!

2. The BM Editorial Team welcomes contributions from young
local writers. Reports, stories, poems and photographs can be
submitted for consideration for use in future issues.
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rock solo choir lullaby harmony
pop duet opera melody serenade
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Podiatry &
Chiropody
HCPC REGISTERED PODIATRISTS WITH OVER 45 YEARS CLINICAL EXPERIENCE
*
*
*
*

Chiropody Treatments
Verrucae Treatments
Ingrowing Toenails
Nail Surgery

*
*
*
*

Warm Wax Therapy
Medical Pedicures
Biomechanics & Video Gait Analysis
Orthotics / Insoles & much more…

TEL: 01652 654690
96 High Street, Broughton, Brigg, DN20 0HY. Website: www.the-accolade-clinic.co.uk
ALWAYS ENSURE YOU SEE A HCPC REGISTERED PODIATRIST / CHIROPODIST FOR ALL YOUR FOOT NEEDS
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MEET AND CONTACT YOUR LOCAL COUNCIL

OIKOS/Food Bank
By Malcolm Bailey
Oikos-Brigg is delighted to be moving
into the premises formerly occupied by
Greggs. We are hugely appreciative of
the Nottingham Building Society, for
a most favourable lease as part of its
commitment to the community: also for
the enthusiastic support of the branch
manager Claire Ravenscroft and staff.
Oikos would also like to express gratitude
to Richard Mason for his legal work on
its behalf.

sorting, date-code checking and packing
into suitable parcels from singles through
to large families, but distribution will
be via existing channels rather from the
premises. We are ever grateful to Brigg
folk for their generous giving of food items
via a range of drop-off points. Next will
see the development of a drop-in centre
on the Wrawby Street frontage, so watch
this space!

Always looking to work in partnership,
We are also enormously grateful to
Oikos greatly values working alongside
the Brigg branch of the NFU Mutual
Hannah Dobson and also the staff at the
for nominating our charity to receive a
Children’s Centre. And we are delighted
donation from the NFU Mutual Agency
that the Food Bank element of our work
Food bank representative
Giving Fund. The money will go a long
has been chosen as the charity of the
Malcolm Bailey receives
way to helping us develop our foodbank
year by Brigg Town Business Partnership
the premises key from The
services and provide drop-in facilities for
(BTBP). The recent ‘Love Brigg Summer
Nottingham’s Brigg Branch
a range of needs that have been identified Manager Claire Ravenscroft. Market’ organised by BTBP saw Oikos
during the pandemic. Currently, we are
receive a donation from the raffle. The
working with Hannah Dobson to provide a range of food
town’s businesses had been fantastic in generously
items, as well as other essentials, for families and single
providing wonderful prizes: it was great to see the town
people who are experiencing financial difficulties.
buzzing as a result of BTBP’s efforts.
Oikos was registered as a Charitable Incorporated
Organisation two years ago and is set up to enable those
within the Christian community to work together to help
serve the people of North Lincolnshire. The premises will
first see the relocation of the food larder. This involves

Brigg Geology
Paul Hildreth

Our thanks also go to the many individuals and
organisations both large and small for their generous
donations to the Food Bank which have enabled the
work to continue.

By now I had hoped to be able to publish a programme
of events for the coming months but confidence in the
safety of meeting indoors is still low for many people and
so I am postponing until the next issue.
Readers may recall my article in the Summer issue
that featured small ammonites recovered from material
excavated from the site of Cadney Reservoir. I can
now report that these are now on their way to North
Lincolnshire Museum and that we may have found
another future exhibit in a local quarry.
On a visit to one of the former cement quarries near
Kirton Lindsey, Mike Oates and I were shown a large
ammonite (still to be identified) in a loose block of
Lincolnshire Limestone. My next job is to sample the
different limestone beds for a match with the rock in
which the fossil is preserved.
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AUTUMN BOOK REVIEW
from the Rabbit Hole
Arctic Star

The Time Thief

Tom Palmer
Publisher: Barrington Stoke (6 May 2021)
Reading age: 8 years and up

Patience Agbabi
May 2021
Canongate

Rooted in the real-life story of the Arctic
convoys, Arctic Star was researched
with the support of HMS Belfast and the Imperial War
Museum. The title refers to the Arctic Star medal that
was awarded to British and Commonwealth forces
who served on these ships north of the Arctic Circle
during the Second World War. The award was made
in recognition of the reality that service on the Arctic
convoys was entirely different from other tours and
was characterised by particularly severe conditions
considered by Winston Churchill as “the worst journey in
the world”.

In reading The TimeThief you also get a
clear sense of how
much Patience Agbabi
loves creative wordplay.
She tells a gripping
time-travel story that
keeps you guessing,
while clearly having
fun with the English
language along the way!
A creative, imaginative
novel with a fascinating
lead character.

Lines Across Lincolnshire: Discovering
Routes, Banks & Boundaries
(Hardback)
Jon Fox
Green Plover
Books (2018)
This is to be
one of the most
beautiful and
interesting books
that I have recently discovered about our county. Jon
Fox investigates the natural and historical lines in the
Lincolnshire countryside, focusing on features used or
constructed as routes, banks or boundaries. It covers
both natural features, such as the Lincoln Edge, former
coastlines and extinct Ice-Age valleys, as well as manmade lines from every period of history, ranging from
prehistoric trackways, Roman roads and Medieval banks,
through to the drains, canals, railways and military
defences of more recent centuries.
Readers may be interested to know that Jon Fox is
scheduled to present a talk on the subject of this book
following the AGM of the Scunthorpe Museum Society
at 7.15pm on 11th October 2021 at St. Bernadette’s
Church Parish Hall, Scunthorpe. Non-members are
welcome to attend.
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It’s Midsummer’s Day
and thirteen-year-old
Elle and her Leapling
classmates are visiting
the Museum of the Past,
the Present and the
Future. But on the day
of the school trip, disaster strikes, and the most unique
and valuable piece in the museum, the Infinity-Glass, is
stolen! And worse still, Elle’s friend and fellow Infinite,
MC², is arrested for the crime!
To prove her friend’s innocence Elle must leap back
centuries in time to a London very different from today.
Along the way she will meet new friends, face dangers
unlike any she has ever known, and face an old enemy
who is determined to destroy her. Can Elle find the
missing Infinity-Glass and return it to its rightful home
before it’s too late?

These books have been recommended by:
The Rabbit Hole.
21 Market Place, Brigg, DN20 8LD
T: 01652 408534
E: therabbithole.brigg@outlook.com
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Local Nature Page
by Len Reaney
As the summer mellows into Autumn, local wildlife
reflects the seasons’ changes. Insect-feeding swifts leave
for their wintering quarters in sub-Saharan Africa from the
end of July and into August, their screaming calls not to
be heard again until late May the following year. Swallows
and house martins, many having nested on buildings in
Brigg, follow in September returning around April.
Through autumn, gulls, mainly black-headed, common
and herring, can be seen towards dusk heading north
along the Ancholme valley, sometimes in large flocks, to
roost overnight on the Humber mudflats and on Read’s
Island returning at dawn to forage in the fields.
In October, large flocks of noisy wintering pink-footed
geese fly high in loose v-formations moving between
feeding fields in the Ancholme valley and the Wolds.
They are mainly Icelandic breeders and on bright, moonlit
nights they may continue feeding rather than returning
to their Humber roost sites. They are not to be confused
with our local breeding greylag and Canada geese which
fly much lower and in much smaller numbers, often in
straight lines, and are present all year round.
In the garden, particularly at or under birdfeeders, birds
such as great and blue tits, chaffinches, dunnock and
house sparrows, appreciate the nuts, seeds and fat-balls
as their natural food becomes scarcer with the onset of
colder weather.

Great spotted
woodpecker
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Close to Brigg, north of Greetwell crossroads at Twigmoor
Woods car park, is a bird-feeding station which, as
well as numerous great, blue and coal tits, attracts
great spotted woodpecker. A patient wait should see a
nuthatch, a bird of mature woodland, which is locally
scarce. They are also present in Scawby Park, the
Brocklesby Estate and Bradley Woods feeding station near
Grimsby.
As well as birds, recent years have seen an increase in
the otter population on the Ancholme around Brigg. Otters
have been reported in various fishing ponds, Manley
Gardens and Smithy’s Pond on Island Carr, along the Old
River in the middle of Brigg, along Cadney Road and on
the New River between the motorway and Castlethorpe
bridges where I suspect they have a holt on the west
bank in tree roots. They are best looked for at dawn and
dusk but beware of confusion with the smaller, darker
mink which have also been spotted. When the river
runs low in Winter exposing mud flats, I have seen otter
prints beneath Brigg By-pass bridge but again beware of
confusion, this time with dog paw prints.
If you have enjoyed reading this article, why not get
out and about in the local area and see what you can
observe? The natural world has much to offer and with a
little patience and keen observation you will be surprised
at the wealth of wildlife on your doorstep.

Nuthatch
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Conservatory
with a Solid
Transform your
Insulated Roof
WHAT A DIFFERENCE
A DAY MAKES
Conservatory
in
just
One
Day!
Fitted in just 1 day and working in conjunction with your existing roof, our unique,
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highly insulated roof upgrade transforms any conservatory into a space that can be
used all year round whilst radically enhancing its appearance inside and out.
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Message from Brigg’s Neighbourhood
Police Officer
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“Excellent job done on our conservatory – installers did a wonderful job
season’, an extremely busy periodYEAR
& we would recommend you to anybody” – SUSAN & NICK, LINCOLN
www.thermotecbyspire.co.uk
Warmer in Winter/
of the farming calendar, where GUARANTEE
Cooler in Summer
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NO MESS, NO FUSS, NO HASSLE
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of what
was
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no stress to existing structure AVAILABLE
www.thermotecbyspire.co.uk
illegal slaughter house inside a residential property in
Scunthorpe in April 2020. Investigators were unable to
prosecute any of the four suspects who were arrested
as we could not identify if or where the sheep had been
stolen from.

SPECIAL OFFER

4
4
4
4
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two new technologies across
farms in North Lincolnshire,
with the possibility of expanding
the scheme into the East Riding
should it be successful, these are
a big step forward in methods
used to tackle rural crime.
Whilst it may not prevent thefts
completely, it massively increases
the chances of recovering the
sheep, plus helps us to build
strong cases against offenders,
with evidence that would prove
difficult for these criminals
to refute at court. We have
worked closely with Tec Tracer,
the company who provide the
forensic sheep markings products
who have accompanied officers
during the installation visits to
ensure the farmers have access to
the best advice on how to use to
protect their sheep.”

Beat
Officer
PC Lawrence
Our
patented,
aluminium,
roof cassette
system cleverly transforms most existing
Grant and
and
conservatories
into aHeritage
well insulated
roomRural
that
canCrime
be used Officer
all year round
whilst
radically
PC
Jane
Proud to
improving the appearance inside and out.

10

0800 488 0579

*

The local patrol and neighbourhood teams, plus PC
Proud as the dedicated Rural Crime Officer, increased
preventative patrols and high visibility in the more rural
areas of North Lincolnshire, however, they were seeking
more innovative solutions which could assist further in
preventing these thefts.
PC Lawrence Grant said: “Having secured funding
through the Community Safety Partnership to roll out

While this technology is beginning to be rolled out to
many farmers in the Brigg area, anyone who has not yet
heard about it and wishes to register their interest can
do so by emailing: spoccommunitiesnorthlincolnshire@
humberside.pnn.police.uk
Please note- PC Jane Proud is retiring in August. She has
been the Local Community Officer in Brigg twice and is
well-known by many members of the community.
PC Lawrence Grant

Brigg Live Arts
Brigg’s voluntary group for promoting arts and crafts in the area is back after the
lockdowns.
Please look out for our next event which will be a Children’s Puppet Show at The
Angel Ballroom on the afternoon of Saturday 20th November 2021. Great for children
of all ages!
Prices around £6 for Adults and £3 for Children and Carers. Watch out for more details
around the town and in your inboxes.
Brigg Live Arts is looking to strengthen its committee membership. If you are excited by Community Arts in any
way please contact us on: 07716 126982 or sharon_worth@yahoo.com
Facebook: Brigg Live Arts – North Lincolnshire
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Obstructing the Highway

Brigg In
Pictures

More pubs, restaurants and cafes will be able to serve customers outdoors in plans announced by
the government today (25 June 2020).

by Ken Harrison

The government will simplify and reduce the costs of the licensing process for outdoor seating and
stalls, making it easier for people to safely drink and dine outside.
Pubs and restaurants will be able to use car parks and terraces as dining and drinking areas, using
their existing seating licenses (sic).
These measures will give an immediate and much needed boost to many businesses, whilst
supporting them to successfully reopen over the summer. (Government Website 25 June 2020)
These four statements were issued just over a year ago in
an attempt by the government to encourage businesses,
restart the economy and reward the public following
the first lockdown in response to the
Covid-19 pandemic. Surprising then that
recent (June/July 2021) activity by North
Lincolnshire County Council has left
several small catering businesses in Brigg
upset by notices to remove customer
outdoor seating and tables because they
were “obstructing the highway”.
Curiously, this ‘obstruction’ can disappear
miraculously on payment of an annual
licence fee and approval of a submitted
seating plan! Equally curious is the fact
that other, non-catering, outlets which
regularly have goods on display in front
of their premises have not received
similar notices nor need to apply for
a licence.
Two established Brigg café proprietors
wish to convey their thanks to Cllr.
Rob Waltham for his assistance
in sorting through the tangle of
paperwork involved. Both Amanda
of ‘Shipley’s Curiositeas’ and Lou of
‘College Yard Café’ were faced with
a plethora of ‘officialdom’ and BM
is happy to record their gratitude to
Rob.

eventually spell the end of busy market days with their
temporary stalls and increased volumes of people?

The offending zig-zags
and no-longer-used
school entrance

Zig-Zag Confusion
Another bone of contention is the
continuing presence of the school yellow
zig-zag lines in Redcombe Lane. A short
protest was made in Brigg Matters some
time ago mentioning that the associated
Glanford School was demolished before
the new Vale Academy was built.
The original entrances have been fenced
off with 3-metre-high metal fencing yet
contractors re-painted the vivid zig-zags
some years ago after they had essentially
disappeared. Residents complained,
North Lincolnshire Council assured them
that they would burn off the offending
lines within the week, but several
years have passed and nothing has
happened.

It all leaves motorists somewhat
confused about on-street parking.
Are the zig-zag lines still valid despite
serving no valid purpose? There are
double yellow lines on the roadway
as Redcombe Lane approaches the
junction with Grammar School Road
Alleged obstruction of the highway and, with the zig-zags, they reduce
choice of on-road car parking spaces
in College Yard
for residents who live in the row of
terraced houses. A reliable source
A reliable source has informed BM that the council’s
has informed BM that traffic wardens consider the lines
action is in response to an appeal from the RNIB (Royal
as no longer active but surely the public needs to know.
National Institute for Blind People) whose members
understandably need clear pathways. But just what does
At the same time another associated concern asked for
and does not constitute an ‘obstruction of the highway’?
various ‘School’ warning signs to be removed. This was
Brigg has numerous A-boards advertising various local
seemingly more successful as several such signs were
shops, must these be removed? What of the many
gone within days!
planters that help to brighten the town centre? Will it
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Recognizing, 4 year old Jack Johnson’s contributions
towards the town’s voluntary litter-picking scheme and
‘Brigg in Bloom’, Debbie Copson-Bromley, Brigg Matter’s
new treasurer presented Jack, accompanied by Mum,
Helena and Dad, Karl, with a £50 voucher for Brigg’s
‘Pastimes’ shop - his favourite.

Elmer and handler on a Brigg safari in
colourful costume in July

Three generations of a local family manning
one of the craft stalls at June’s Craft Fair.

Brigg in Bloom volunteers assemble
prior to decorating the town’s
planters with ‘baby flora’. Many of
Brigg’s plants are now home-grown
by a dedicated team on the Brigg in
Bloom’s allotment.

Time out in Wrawby Street for members of the Jive Troupe
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SOUND ADVICE

g Consultations Independent
Family Run
aring
Aids
Business
Finding it difficult
to hear in a Group,
vicewatching TV or on the phone?
Mobile
Compatible
Models
Have you noticed the big blue advert for Shed 5 Storage?
Hi,Enjoy
welcome
back
to Advertising
Matters
foragain
the Autumn with
your
hearing

Advertising Matters

R:

our
latest Hearing
COME
TOSolutions.
US FOR

Shed 5 is a family-run business established almost 3
years ago and owned by classic car fan Angus. They
offer caravan storage, self storage, dehumidified storage
and recently have added an enclosed car transportation
Local
& and storage, everything you classic car fans could
service
Independent
ask for!
• Free Hearing Consultations
Look out for Marc Benson’s new advertisement. He is a Family Run
Invisible
Hearing Aids
Thank you to all our past and present advertisers for their
gas• engineer,
gas safe-registered,
and welcome back to Business
continued support in keeping Brigg Matters running, not
Jo and Gareth from the Old Parsonage Bed and Breakfast
Tinnitus
forgetting all the volunteers involved. You know who you
in •Scawby.
Did you Advice
notice their top 10 award from
are!
‘Travelmyth’? Also advertising with us again are Norfolk
• Phone and Mobile Compatible Models
Opticians located on Bridge Street.
issue. Welcome also to some new advertisers: ‘Holidays
by Design’, a travel agency dedicated to delivering
unrivalled customer service. Hayley, Ashleigh, Amy,
Clare, Hannah and Jackie are all there to help you find
‘the right holiday at the right price’.

SOUND ADVICE

VISIT US
FOR:
Dedicated
Service
h Guarantee
Finding it difficult to hear in a Group,
s
watching TV or on the phone?
hearing
again with
lemEnjoy
mayyour
just
be wax…
If you have anything you would like to add to
our
latest
Hearing
Solutions.
WE
OFFER:
Cancellations
this issue include:
Adele Cook
Footcare,
Advertising Matters, send to
our FREE Video Otoscope examination.
briggmatters.advertising@yahoo.com.

Pestcotek Pest Control, All Windows Solutions, Paul’s

•the
A Bespoke
Dedicated
the latter
cancelling
because heService
is very
busy. Removal Service if required.
e ofPlumbing,
art
Microsuction
Wax
VISIT
US
FOR:
Local &
Good news Paul. Also leaving us is C. Dawson, Flo Gas,
Cheers, Gail
• Price
Guarantee
FreeMatch
Hearing
Consultations Independent
happy• retirement
Mr. Dawson.

• •Home
Visits
Invisible
Hearing

The tennis season is in
full swing with adult and
junior sessions proving
very popular and we
have welcomed many
new players.
Our social sessions on
Tuesday evening and
Sunday mornings give
adult players a chance to play some doubles fun tennis
against players of different standards. For those who
want to play competitively the club offers competitions
within the club as well as fixtures against other teams.
The ladies at the Club had a fabulous Saturday afternoon
of competitive tennis in June, organised by Helen
Cresswell. The Early Bird Tournament run by Carol Lax,
catered for mixed pairs and was also well attended. Carol
also runs mini tournaments on Sunday afternoons, and
these are proving extremely popular. Brigg first team
is currently top of their division in the Gainsborough
Evening League and Brigg 2nd team are currently mid
table in theirs. The third team are improving all the time
and playing some enjoyable games. The first and third
team have won their respective Cup games and remain in
the competition.

The Juniors coaching
continue on Wednesday
evenings and Saturday
mornings and caters
for children from 5 to
16. Young leaders help
at these sessions and
several members have
done their level one
coaching award and are
hoping to progress to level 2 soon, all under the watchful
eye of Adam our Level 3 coach. In May the juniors took
part in an excellent round of the road to Wimbledon
competition organised by Sue Huck. Congratulations to
Micah for winning and Josh for taking 2nd place, Micah
took part in the Lincolnshire competition. The U16’s are
experiencing match play in a monthly league run by the
Club.
Sunday 18th July was family fun afternoon where juniors
played doubles with an adult member of their family. It
was a scorching hot afternoon, refreshments were served
and spectators were impressed with the enthusiasm and
standard of play from all. The picture shows Alex with his
Dad, Steve, during a break from tennis with Mum, Sarah,
watching on!

Family Run
Business

For further information
please visit
www.briggtennis.co.uk
where sessions and contacts
for the club can be found!
You can also visit us on
facebook or email Ali on
ajsharp1@hotmail.co.uk
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Senior section members

Members of the older junior section

Lest We Forget

Is there a name missing from Brigg’s War Memorial?
A Brigg lad joined the RAF during the inter-war years in 1927 as a regular. 506311
Flight Sergeant Stanley Cross’s parents were Edward and Eliza (nee Campion) who ran
a butchers’ shop (now the traditional sweet shop) in Wrawby Street and lived in the
adjoining house. He married Minna Adele, an Australian living in London, in 1936.
As experienced aircrew, Stanley was older than the newly-enlisted recruits when
WW2 started. He was with 252 Squadron flying Bristol Beaufighter 3238s in Coastal
Command, first in Norfolk, then Northern Ireland, until the squadron was posted for
coastal and escort patrols.
His aircraft was lost whilst on patrol over the Norwegian Sea in 1941 when Stanley was
35 years old, just a day or so after his birthday. As he has no known grave, his name is
inscribed on the RAF Memorial at Runnymede but there is no mention of him on Brigg’s
War Memorial.
Brigg Matters
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BRIGG MATTERS REALLY
MATTERS
Sue Hoy

This is a strange story of coincidence and chance which
all revolves around this magazine. I hope it shows you
the impact of local communication.
In April, my soon-to-be new neighbour Chloe asked if
I’d write an article for Brigg Matters. I admit to being
less than keen; I hadn’t written anything for 11 years
and I didn’t know if I could be bothered. A feeling that I
ought to do something for the community, plus the great
difficulty I have in saying no, found me agreeing, and the
garden piece was published in the June issue.
I thought no more of it until a few weeks later when Ken,
the BM chairman, knocked on my door. He thanked me
for my contribution and said he’d received an email from
someone claiming to be a long lost relative and wanting
to contact me.
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When I read the sender’s name I almost fainted. It was
my youngest brother’s son who I hadn’t seen for 33
years. When my brother and his wife split up, she and
2-year old son, Paul, emigrated to Australia and we
heard no more from them. My brother died very suddenly
in 2009 and I had no way of notifying his ex-wife.
Paul tried to find his father a few years ago but the
birth of his own daughter spurred him to try again. He
searched and finally found his father’s death notice then
found the online article in Brigg Matters as a result of
which he emailed Ken. He’d found other references to
me online but nothing current. He’s now 35, living and
working in Berlin, and we’ve had several family zoom
get-togethers as he’s rediscovered his lost family.
If I hadn’t known Chloe, or said no to the article, then
none of this would have happened. It’s amazing to think
of the incredible knock-on, world-wide effect of our local
Brigg publication. As I said at the start, a strange story.

S CHRISTIAN
Painter and Decorator

Domestic Commercial
All aspects of decoration
schristianpainting@outlook.com

m

07568 440 919

t

01652 680 720

Glenmist Church Hill Barnetby DN38 6JL
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Brigg Matters Summer 2021
St. John the Evangelist Brigg
I felt, it was important for people of
Brigg to understand the relevance
of the vicarage being on the
market. There are still discussions
to be had around the future of
the churches in the benefice. We
will continue to minister to the
community to the best of our ability
following the moving away of Rt.
Rev. Andrew Ballard and his wife
Caroline.

Many people in Brigg will have
noticed that the Vicarage has
been up for sale. This came as a
surprise and shock to members
of the church who were asked to
clear the vicarage in preparation
for sale. As a result we contacted
the Archdeacon of Stow and have
been assured that this is not an
indication that we will not get a
new incumbent.
I am quoting from part of the
contact I had from Rt. Rev.
Mark Steadman following my
letter of concern: “The first thing
to say is that we are seriously
looking at how, in the light of
the emerging diocesan strategy
around Resourcing Sustainable
Church, we shape ministry in
the Brigg group. There continues
to be a commitment that each
parish and group of parishes will
receive ministry and have someone
responsible for that.”

Before retirement, Andrew was
a vicar in the Manchester area
and it is with regret that couple
are leaving Brigg. Settling in
Watersedge after retirement, both
have been significant supporters
within the St John’s Community.
Andrew has however been unwell
recently and they have decided to
move nearer to their children in
The Venerable Rev Andrew Ballard and Harpenden in Hertfordshire. They
his wife, Caroline spending their last 24 will be missed.
hours in Brigg buying essentials at the
Brigg Charity Market in late July.
Pam Braithwaite. Local Minister.

Girlguiding in Brigg and surrounding villages
Fiona Reid
Girlguiding runs in Brigg, covering all 3 sections,
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides. Rainbows caters for 5
to 7 year olds, Brownies, 7 to 10 year olds, Guides 10 to
14 year olds. All 3 sections offer girls the opportunities
to grow and discover. Units meet in school term time
offering a range of activities. In addition, Rangers caters
for 14 to 18 year olds.
We offer a safe, welcoming space for girls and young
women to try new things, help other people and discover
their passions and talents. All while having fun with a
group of ready-made friends!
We’re dedicated to girls leading the way - they choose
activities, challenges and events that inspire them, and
our volunteers support them to make it happen. Because
girls shape and lead everything we do, we know that
we’re offering the best opportunities and experiences
for girls today. We’re always updating and adapting our
programme and resources so that they’re relevant to girls
today.
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Guiding is also excellent value
for money and we have a range
of support available to enable
all girls – regardless of ability or
financial circumstance – to get
involved with guiding.
If you would like to your daughter to become involved,
please contact Fiona Reid on 07725021725 or visit
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/
register-your-daughter/ to register your interest. Please
note many units do operate a waiting list so please
register early.

Brigg District Lions CIO
Fiona Reid

Brigg District Lions have continued to undertake
service projects in and around Brigg with
a number of members supporting the
vaccination centres. Members have been
volunteering at the vaccination clinics by
directing members of the public.
Some members have been supporting
environmental projects with litter picking
in the local community. We have also
supported Brigg in Bloom by up-keeping the
garden at the entrance to Old Courts car park.
Lions are keen to support sight-related projects and as
such we collect spectacles. We have collection boxes
in the Red Cross shop and Norfolk Optics for anyone
wishing to donate their used glasses.
We have funded St Mary’s Catholic Primary School
to participate in Roar 2021. This is a project which
works with children in Key Stage 2 as part of Personal,
Health and Social Education. The project will encourage
participants to develop an idea that could impact
positively on the planet. We are looking forward to seeing
their ideas in the coming weeks.
We have been able to return to face-to-face meetings
to enable us to plan events for the community.
Unfortunately though, we have made the decision not
to run the Christmas market for the second year running
owing to the Covid pandemic. It takes much of the year

NEW CLUB STARTING
IN BRIGG
A table tennis club for adults is starting in Brigg in
September. It will run on Thursdays from 5 - 7pm in
the gym at the Sir John Nelthorpe School on Grammar
School Road. The first session will be on September 9th
at a cost of £2.00 a session. All abilities are welcome.
Equipment is not necessary. Why not give it a try?

to plan the event to ensure compliance with
health and safety and insurance regulations.
We do however plan to be hosting the event
in 2022.
We are starting to plan our Race Night
for October 2021. Details will be
available shortly and we are seeking
sponsors for the event. If you are able to
assist, please contact briggdistrictlions@
gmail.com.
In addition we are looking forward to the Beer
Festival in May 2022 but need a venue. Again if you can
help, please get in touch.
We do continue to raise funds and held a virtual raffle
on social media. You can support us through www.
easyfundraising.org.uk and www.smile.amazon.co.uk
by selecting Brigg District Lions CIO as your chosen
charity. We also have a text donation option. To donate
£2 to Brigg Lions Charity Fund simply text LIONSDEN to
70085 (Texts cost £2 plus standard message charge).
Updates on all our events and service projects can be
found on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and our website.
Brigg District Lions is run by volunteers and we continue
to seek new members to help our fundraising and
service activities. If you are interested in joining, or
feel you can assist with any of our projects, please call
07725021725 or email briggdistrictlionsclub@gmail.
com

A MOMENT’S THOUGHT
“When I was 5 years old, my mother always told me
that happiness was the key to life. When I went to
school, they asked me what I wanted to be when I
grew up. I wrote down ‘happy’. They told me I didn’t
understand the assignment, and I told them they didn’t
understand life.” (John Lennon)

Additionally, all groups are run by volunteers, with
volunteering opportunities available from the age of 14
upward. Training is provided for all volunteers and offers
flexibility for all. Should you wish to get involved please
get in touch for more information by calling Fiona Reid
on 07725021725 or by visiting https://www.girlguiding.
org.uk/get-involved/become-a-volunteer/register-yourinterest/
Brigg Matters
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SUE HOY’S ALLOTMENT
Garden Notes
under shrubs in narrow borders, where
its foliage won’t flop untidily, but leave
the miniatures to pots or rock gardens.

Whether it’s now late summer or early
autumn in the garden depends on your
point of view. There’s plenty to enjoy
in the low golden light with autumn
flowers like chrysanthemums, dahlias
and Michaelmas daisies but gardeners
are always looking forward, planning
the next season and deciding how
they want their borders to look in the
coming year.

Incidentally, never, EVER, tie the
leaves in knots after flowering or cut
them off to keep the plants tidy. The
leaves feed the bulbs to build them up
for flowering the following year and
damaging them will result in no, or
fewer, flowers.

September sees the arrival of springflowering bulbs in garden centres and
supermarkets – and goodness, aren’t
they tempting? It’s hard to resist
buying ‘just a few’ daffodils, tulips or
less-common bulbs, even when your
garden is full to bursting, because they
make such a glorious display.
Bulbs are amazing. Their season
extends from February, with the
earliest snowdrops and golden-yellow
Winter Aconites, to May with the late
tulips and alliums when summerflowering species take over, so there’s
a species to brighten every garden.
Daffodils and tulips are usually a first
choice but look beyond the ordinary to
pick the best varieties for your garden.
Technically known as narcissus,
there are about 50 distinct species
of daffodil and thousands of varieties
– single, double, split corona, multiheaded, dwarfs and miniatures in a
range of cream and yellow. If you have
a small garden, as most of us do, it
makes sense to choose the best to get
that hit of gold we all crave in early
spring.
Two particular favourites are ‘Thalia’,
surely the most elegant of daffodils,
with two, creamy-white, slender
flowers atop each stem, and ‘St.
Patrick’s Day’, with their green-yellow
flowers. Both are healthy, vigorous
varieties which bulk up quickly to
make large clumps. Choose dwarf
forms like ‘February Gold’ to grow
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Scilla siberica

Tulips have become increasingly
popular in recent years. Their bright,
jewelled colours are irresistible and
make a real splash in the garden.
Again there are thousands of varieties
so go for the colours and flower
shapes that appeal to you. I love
the stately lily-flowered varieties like
‘White Triumphator’, and the peonylike doubles. ‘Angelique’ is a lovely
soft pink and white and ‘Carnaval de
Nice’ a striking dark strawberry and
white but there are many other doubles
to tempt you and delight visitors to
your garden. My favourite tulip group
of all is the bizarrely fringed and
flamed Parrot tulips – surely the most
outrageous of flowers! Flaming refers
to the irregular striping and colour
breaks; ‘Estella Rijnveld’ is dark red
and white, and ‘Flaming Parrot’ is deep
yellow and dark red – stunning!
Amongst smaller bulbs, as well as
crocus, try the lovely dark blue – and
very easy – Scilla siberica, Chionodoxa
luciliae, which is commonly known as
‘Glory of the Snow’ in palest blue and
white, and Puschkinia scilloides, ice
blue with a darker stripe on the petals.
All deserve a place in your garden and
will bring pleasure for years.

St. Patrick’s Day daffodils

There are many more spring bulbs of
course. The only thing that limits me
to how many I buy is the hard work of
planting them in large numbers – but
even that is worth it in the end!
Brigg Matters
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‘Will you help me
measure the bus shelter?’
By Marian Pearson
This was the first introduction to our organisation for
Scawby WI’s newest member. Why, you may ask, did we
need the bus shelter measuring? Well, because Scawby
WI had taken on the ambitious project of yarnbombing
a bus shelter on national Yarn Bombing Day, June 11th,
and we needed some idea of the scale of the task we’d
embarked on.
Yarnbombing is reputed to have started in the USA
around 2005 when a woman, Magda Sayeg, was bored
one day and decided to put some knitting over her
door handle - she says she wanted to put something
‘warm and fuzzy and human-like’ over the ‘cold steel
facade’ that she looked at every day. The reaction
was encouraging, so she decided to experiment with
more ideas, covering up posts and bollards around her
neighbourhood. Gradually, she branched out further
decorating larger pieces of street furniture and finding
that she was getting more and more positive feedback.
She then decided to go BIG and covered a whole single
decker bus in Mexico with her knitting and crocheting.
She now accepts commissions from companies as part
of their advertising campaigns. Magda says she is not
a great knitter and has never made a sweater in her life
but she enjoys creating things and has found her perfect

creative outlet in brightening up local neighbourhoods
with woollen ‘graffiti.’ It has changed her life totally.
Gradually, more and more people have taken up
yarnbombing and it has become very popular worldwide.
Not only does it change the way we look at an area, it
is also a good way of using up odd balls of wool! During
the pandemic, many post-boxes in the UK had their
tops decorated as people felt they needed a project to
keep themselves occupied during the long days spent ‘at
home.’ One market town in Northamptonshire decided
to decorate the town for Christmas. Bollards were
covered with nativity and seasonal figures, knitted angels
‘flew’ outside the church and trees were decorated with
colourful baubles.
In Scawby, yarnbombing first appeared on the village
green over the Easter weekend of 2021. Members of the
Scawby Events Team and their friends had decided to
offer a taster of what they hoped would be a much bigger
event during the weekend of June 11th – 13th when the
Gala would have been held in pre-Covid days and the
Treasure Hunt/Scarecrow Trail would entice people to
walk around the village. This just happened to coincide
with National Yarnbombing Day on 11th June.
For Scawby WI, it provided the
perfect opportunity for its craftloving members to come together
(mainly virtually) to work on
a communal project. Having
been inspired by another WI,
whose work had been featured
in our in-house magazine, WI
Life, we decided to concentrate
on decorating one of the bus
shelters. But which one?
We finally settled on the one
remaining bus shelter made of
wood as this would be easier
for attaching the creations. We
decided to make it quite simple
for our first attempt and asked
members to make purple, white
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and green flowers (WI colours) which
we could string across the shelter.
The question always loomed large for
those organising the venture – would
we have enough to cover the shelter,
or would it look a bit pathetic?
We should have trusted our
members to rise to the occasion!
Knitting needles were unearthed
from lofts, surplus balls of wool were
shared out, relatives and friends
joined in to help and the knitting
and crocheting began! Several of our
members professed to be useless at
these skills but were keen to take
part. They developed a production
line making large numbers of
pompoms which were eventually
turned into flowers, caterpillars
and bees. Gradually, leaves, vines,
trellises, ladybirds and butterflies were also added to
develop the garden theme. We used wire meshing as
the backdrop for the creations so it would be easier to
display them in the shelter.
Over half of our members contributed in some way (22
in total) with some offering to help with putting up and
taking down the structures. Members kept in touch via
a WhatsApp group to share what they were working on
and an online meeting was arranged to review progress.
As restrictions were lifted, we did have two working party
meetings. Fortunately the weather was good and so we
were able to socially distance outdoors. We were amazed
by the sheer quantity and quality of the work that our
members produced. It soon became apparent that there
was more than enough for the chosen bus shelter and
we started to plan for decorating a second. One of our
members also had the idea of adding some WI figures to
the second shelter and so show a little of what the WI is
about. Thus work began on a figure from the time of the

start of the WI in 1915 and a second representative of
the WI today.
The weekend was gloriously sunny and the village looked
splendid. There were over 40 scarecrows to visit and
lots of yarnbombing throughout the centre of the village
thanks to several individuals, the Events Team and
church members, in addition to the WI. We received
lots of positive comments about how lovely everywhere
looked, how the yarnbombing brought a smile to
everyone’s faces, and what a wonderful community
effort it had been. Walking around the village we met
lots of families enjoying themselves and several groups
from other areas who had come just to look at the
yarnbombing. The creations remained on display until
the end of June for everyone to enjoy.
For Scawby WI it proved to be an extremely useful event,
giving its members a focus which had, at times, been
lacking during the pandemic restrictions which precluded
face-to-face meetings. We learned how talented our
members are and we even had offers to market some of
the creations as they were so beautifully made. We have
more ladies interested in becoming members when we
re-open in September. Both the church and Scawby WI
are considering the setting up of groups to teach people
how to knit and crochet. As for ourselves, we are already
planning next year to be even bigger and better! Watch
this space for further details of plans for yarnbombing
over the Jubilee Weekend in June next year.
Thank you to the Events Team for their inspiration, to
Scawby WI members for all their contributions, and to
Magda Sayeg without whom it is unlikely to have taken
place at all.
Brigg Matters
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Brigg Methodist News
Mary Knaggs
On Saturday 22nd May, we celebrated the Festival of
Pentecost by holding an outdoor tea party (we were not
allowed to hold it indoors) with a maximum of 30 people
at any one time in accordance with the then Covid
regulations. For many it was the first time they had seen
some of their friends for months and it was amazing how
a simple piece of cake and a cup of tea could bring such
pleasure. Any passers-by were given a piece of cake as
were motorists stopping at the traffic lights outside the
chapel! We really felt we were coming out of the dark
days and we wanted to share the gift of God’s Holy Spirit
with everyone.
The opening words of the Brigg Methodist News page in
the last edition of Brigg Matters were “Hallelujah! The
doors are open again.” Now we can say “Hallelujah! We
can sing our hymns again”. We will be continuing our
integrated morning worships with some worshippers
in church and others joining us on Zoom. We were
really pleased that members of St. John’s Church wish
to continue the twice-monthly united services with
the service on the first Sunday of each month being
Anglican-led. We are also resuming our Thursday Coffee
Mornings from 10am-12noon. Please come along and
soon we hope that our premises will be available for the
use of the Brigg community.
Our present minister in pastoral care, Revd. Peter
Thomas, will be retiring at the end of August and he

and his wife Sylvia have decided to leave Brigg and
move to Gloucestershire to be nearer to their son and
his family. Revd. Enid Knowles, former minister at
Brigg, and now living in Barnetby, will be taking over
the pastoral care for Brigg, Wrawby and Hibaldstow.
We wish both Peter and Sylvia a happy retirement and
we look forward to working with Enid for the next year
after which, hopefully, a new minister will be appointed
to live in Brigg. The Revd. Sally Long takes up her
new appointment as Superintendent Minister of the
Barton and Brigg Circuit, with oversight of Brigg, on 1st
September. She has been appointed for 3 years and
we hope her stay with us in North Lincolnshire will be a
happy one.

On Saturday 26th June, members of the chapel and
friends gathered at the rose garden in the chapel grounds
to scatter the ashes of Marion Chapman who died 4
years ago. Marion’s son planted a Peace rose bush in
her name and the garden will be renamed a Memorial
Garden with Marion’s ashes joining those of other
former members. Marion was well known as a school
administrator at the old Glebe Road site and as youth
leader through MAYC and an active local preacher. RIP
Marion.							
				
More information about our church and church events
can be seen on our Facebook page.

A PERFECT DAY
(Kathleen Webb 1923-2019)
A lazy sun just breaking through,
The ground all covered in heavy dew.
Mist rising over trees and fields
The promise of a hot June morning to yield
Perfume of blossom on the hedgerows.
Swallows darting and diving to and fro’,
The call of the cuckoo as it flies out of a bush
Breaks the silence of the early morning hush.
But very soon the mist will all fade away
Leaving behind a perfect summer’s day.
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PUPDATE
By Sarah Parker of The Dog & Running Co.
The truth about muzzles

• Cloud Accounting
• Limited Companies
• Sole Traders • Payroll & CIS
• VAT, Corporation Tax
& Self-assessment

Supporting Small Businesses
T: 01652 231931 M: 07525 202528
E: rebecca@rbaccountancyservices.co.uk
www.rbaccountancyservices.co.uk
Waters Edge Business Centre
Barton upon Humber DN18 5JR

BRIGG

and so to bed...

BEDS

What do you think when you see a dog in a muzzle?
Visions of an angry snarling dog, ready to pounce? Well,
the truth is often very different. Dogs may need to wear
a muzzle for many different reasons. They are certainly
a good tool to prevent a dog from biting but they do not
necessarily mean the dog has bitten before.
Dogs give us signs of how they are feeling through their
body language. The Canine Ladder of Communication
can often help us recognise stress and anxiety in a
dog before it actually gets to the snap/biting stage. For
example; an early stage of stress can be seen when a
dog yawns, blinks or licks its nose.
Dogs yawn when they are tired,
however it can also be a way to
relieve the tension from its jaw in a
stressful situation. Nose-licking can
be a self-comforting behaviour, along
with blinking and closing their eyes
to show they are not a threat.
The leading dog behaviourist, Kendal
Shepherd, developed this ladder
of communication based on her
experience of working with dogs. It
is widely used and recognised in the
canine world. A quick Google search
will give you hours of reading!
We sometimes walk dogs that wear
muzzles on their group walks. Like
Lexi, the little Patterdale Terrier, who

enjoys her social sessions with other
dogs but often likes to do her own
thing. Often the body language of
another dog in a stressful situation
can be misinterpreted and escalate
quickly to a bite. Lexi is very
happy with the dogs she knows,
and these dogs respect her space.
However, if an off-lead dog were to
approach with speed, putting Lexi in
a situation where she’s not happy,
it’s possible she could climb that
Canine Ladder of Communication in
seconds, perhaps even to the snap
stage. The muzzle is there for her
protection as much as for any other
dogs.
Lexi’s owners were complimented by
other dog owners at a recent event
on their responsible behaviour by training Lexi to wear a
muzzle. A few owners had dogs that had bitten but were
reluctant to put muzzles on their dogs for fear of stigma.
The stress for both owner and dog is much lessened
when both are able to relax.
Not all dogs wear a muzzle for the reasons above. We
also have dogs that will eat anything and everything on
a walk! Obviously this type of behaviour can put dogs at
risk of becoming very ill by eating something undesirable
and a muzzle protects their health. Another area where a
muzzle comes in handy is after injury or surgery, as even
the friendliest of dogs can become stressed when in pain.

01652 651828

Princes Street | Brigg | DN20 8HG
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With positive reinforcement training, dogs can get used to
wearing a muzzle, making it a really useful tool if needed.
A well-fitting basket muzzle allows a dog to eat, drink
and pant. So, next time you see a dog in a muzzle, don’t
judge, there’s a beloved pet behind that muzzle, with an
amazing responsible owner.
Brigg Matters
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COUNSELLING
SHAPED FOR YOU
I’m Kerry, a qualified and experienced
counsellor offering friendly, individualised
and affordable counselling

“Having these sessions has really
helped me get to a point I didn’t think
was possible at times.”
“I genuinely think without speaking
to you I wouldn’t have got to this place.”

07958581647

Telephone:
Email: kerrybrant1@outlook.com
www.counselling-shaped-for-you.co.uk

If you feel talking things through might help,
please get in touch for a FREE no obligation chat
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Wellness in the real world!
By Chloe Plachcinski
How have you found going back
in to the real world after the
restrictions imposed by Covid-19?
Many have found people a
little harder to read, or been
overwhelmed by situations that
would not have affected them
before. All very understandable
after so long in hibernation mode!
A great quote is that ‘if you
understand someone’s intention
for doing something you can never
be mad another day in your life’
(unknown) which I completely
believe! Have you ever wondered
why some people have to get
the task done before they can socialise and may seem
abrupt if you catch them in work mode? Whilst others
may come across as frivolous if you’re someone who
needs to work before play. A great tool for understanding
others is the free resource www.16personalities.com, it
can be fascinating to find out more about yourself and
others. The introvert vs extrovert within us is not always
how sociable we can be but rather whether we ‘charge
up’ alone or around people. Often we are drawn to spend
time with people who exhibit similar outward traits to
ourselves, as this energises us, but we can learn a lot
from our complete opposites if we take the time to just be
in their presence and not to leave if it feels a bit awkward
at first. I’m an ESFP if you’re wondering, but more
interestingly, which are you?
Another great way to open the mind is to write 3 things
you are grateful for each day. Just 21 days of this easy

habit leads to feeling happier
and more confident! This can
be little things or meaningful
memories, any positive thought
will retrain your brain to look for
more positives throughout the day.
Journals are available if you like to
re-read your gratitude statements.
Or you can set up a Whatsapp
group with friends and share your
gratitude together each day, this
keeps you accountable and often
triples the happiness!
Even if you feel too shy to speak
with new people, don’t worry, your
energy introduces you before you
even speak. Most of our communication is non-verbal,
your positive intentions and kindness will always shine
through and confidence will come in time after these
repeated interactions. Plus, a walk through our friendly
town of Brigg will always elicit a smile from a passer-by!
I don’t know who said it first but don’t forget to hydrate
yourself, eat nutritious food and get some sun because
we’re just house plants with more complicated emotions!
Everything feels easier to deal with when we live
healthily. Also, have you ever considered how important
breathing is? Yes, we all do it to stay alive, but when was
the last time you breathed deeply in and out whilst being
totally aware of your breath? In stressful situations we
often subconsciously hold our breath, adding to the issue.
Slowing down and focusing on breathing sounds too
simple, but I promise it works.
Whether you look for the positive or the negative
in situations your brain will find more of the same
throughout the day. The best way to go in to a new
situation is to imagine yourself there genuinely enjoying
yourself. This works for anything from a little trip to the
supermarket to a big event like a wedding. So often we
catastrophise in our heads and talk ourselves out of an
experience, when really we would have a fabulous time if
we just went out and did it without worrying!
Often we are anxious about social situations because
we mistakenly think we are lacking in some way when
we’re not. Just remember, there’s only one of you in the
world with your combination of personality traits and
appearance, you’re on this earth for a reason. We’re lucky
to have you be a part of this post-lockdown time in our
gorgeous little town!
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What’s On

September 2021 to
early December 2021

Brigg Cancer Care Group			
Brigg Farmers’ Market			
Brigg Town CIC				
Love Brigg Art, Crafts & Antiques Market

21.09, 19.10 and 16.11
25.09, 23.10 and 27.11		
(see fixture list on page 13)
11.09, 9.10, 13.11 and 11.12

12th September
15th September
25th September
1st October		
6th October		
7th October		
15th October		
4th November		
29th November

Wrawby Windmill		
1pm-5pm
Brigg Wool Shop		
2.30pm-5.30pm
Brigg Servicemen’s Club
Free entry
Market Place 		
9am-3pm
Brigg Wool Shop		
2.30pm-5.30pm
Brigg Wool Shop		
1pm-4pm
info@wrawbymill.co.uk		
Brigg Wool Shop		
1pm-4pm
Brigg Wool Shop		
9pm-12noon

Open Day		
Learn to Crochet part1
Lauren, solo artist		
Lincolnshire Day Market
Learn to Crochet part1
Knitting socks part 1
Useless Information Quiz
Learn to Crochet part1
Knitting socks part 1

7.30pm
9am-3pm

1. Every Tuesday 10am -12 noon: Brigg Community Cafe - join the activities/quiz/games or chill & chat at the 		
Buttercross in Market Place
2. Every Tuesday 10am – 12 noon: Scawby Coffee Mornings
3. Monday & Tuesday 10.30am - 11.30am/Wednesday 1.30pm - 2:30pm: Social Sessions at the Angel, downstairs
room - chat/games/reminiscences (NLCC Outreach team)
4. Wednesday mornings: ‘Men in Sheds’ activities sessions (Humber & Wolds Rural Action) at the Buttercross, Market
Place.
If you would like your event to be listed in Brigg Matters, please let us know in good time (i.e. by the deadline
date provided in this issue) with an indication of when and where. We can only include those events of which
we are made aware. Please contact Gail on briggmatters.advertising@yahoo.com
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Advertise in Brigg Matters
Brigg Matters offers amazing value for advertisers to reach readers in Brigg and the surrounding area.
6000 copies are printed and distributed every quarter with a potential readership considerably in excess of this
figure. Add to this the ability to download copies from our new website and the reach around Brigg is considerably
more. Advertising spaces range from one eighth of a page to a whole page. We also offer a significant discount
for multiple bookings of paid for at the first insertion. To receive an advertising rate card containing prices, space
dimensions and a magazine profile, email: briggmatters.advertising@yahoo.com.

£18.00 per issue!
Copy and artwork deadline for the next issue is: November 1st 2021.
Prices begin from as little as:
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WE ARE HERE
To get an up to date no obligation appraisal
on your land or property, contact your
local Brown&Co office at
brown-co.com

R E SI DE N T IA L | C OM M E RC IA L | AG R IC U LT U R A L | DE V E L OP M E N T | I N T E R NAT IONA L

Contact your local Brigg Office today:
T 01652 654833
E brigg@brown-co.com
6 Market Place, Brigg,
North Lincolnshire DN20 8HA
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