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Services at
St Andrew’s

Harvest Sunday 3 October
— 8.00am Holy Communion
— 10.30am Family Service
— 4.00pm Choral Evensong
followed by tea at The Ark
Sunday 10 October
— 8.00am Holy Communion
— 10.30am Parish Eucharist

the church of st a ndr ew, SERV ING THE COMMUNITIES OF
CHARVIL, SONNING and sonning ey e SINCE THE 7 t h CENTURY
Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

All Hallow's Eve
(see page 17)
Picture: Sue Peters

EDITORIAL DEADLINE
The editorial deadline for every issue
of The Parish Magazine is 12 noon on
the sixth day of the month prior to the
date of publication.
The deadline for the November
issue of The Parish Magazine is:
Wednesday 6 October 12 noon

The Parish Magazine online
The most recent issues can be viewed at:
http://www.theparishmagazine.co.uk
Earlier issues from 1869 onwards are
stored in a secure online archive. If you
wish to view these archives contact the
editor who will authorise access for you:
editor@theparishmagazine.co.uk

Sunday 17 October
— 8.00am Holy Communion
— 10.30am Family Communion
— 3.00pm Messy Church in
The Ark
Sunday 24 October
— 8.00am Holy Communion
— 10.30am Parish Eucharist
— 6.00pm Sunday at Six in The Ark
Sunday 31 October
— 8.00am Holy Communion
— 10.30am Parish Eucharist
OTHER REGULAR SERVICES
Mid-week Communion in The Ark is
held every Wednesday at 10.00am
Morning Prayer will be in Church
at 9.30am every Tuesday and once a
month on the first Friday
Compline on Zoom is sung every
Wednesday evening — full details
about how to login from Rev Kate
(contact details on page 42)
Home Communion at Sunrise of
Sonning is held on the first Friday
of each month at 10.30am. Visitors
must comply with the care home's
Covid restrictions so please check with
Sunrise a few days before beforehand.

From the registers

Baptisms

Sunday 8 August, Joshua Peter Loveday
Sunday 8 August, Benedict Philip Harry Greed

Weddings

Saturday 14 August, Michael James Blizzard Cattermole and Francesca Varna
Rachel Sullivan
Friday 27 August, Patrick James Banks and Victoria Elizabeth Winter

Funerals

Friday 13 August, Gladys Grace Goodall, Reading Crematorium
Tuesday 17 August, Jeremy Nicholas Rixon, St Andrew's Church followed by
cremation at Reading Crematorium
Thursday 2 September, Caroline Ann Holloway, St Andrew's Church followed by
burial at Mays Lane Cemetery

Please mention The Parish Magazine when responding to this advertisement

4 The Parish Magazine - October 2021

BOOKING NOW

BOOKING NOW

DINNER AND A SHOW FROM £59.50!

THE WATERWHEEL BAR
Open Tuesday - Sunday 11am - 5pm for Hot Bar Food,
Homemade Cakes & Artisan Coffee.
Come and treat yourself to a scrumptious lunch in the
most beautiful setting. Table service and social distancing
will remain in place until restrictions are lifted.
PLEASE FIND FULL MENU ONLINE

F(0118)
I N D O969
U T 7082
MORE

millatsonning.com/millang
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The associate vicar's letter
DE A R F R I EN DS,
While the world still looks different in many ways due to the pandemic,
it has been a truly wonderful thing to see services, groups and events
in the parish resume over the past few months. We’ve done it slowly,
steadily and safely but we first saw the resumption of in-person services
in church on Palm Sunday, followed by STAY and Sunday Club restarting,
Rendezvous lunch club, baptisms and weddings, and more recently
Messy Church after a full 18 month break. October brings the final stage
of our return to a full rhythm of prayer and services with the resumption
of the family service and Choral Evensong – and it is Evensong that I
want to focus this letter on.
Evensong is a service with a rich history and occurs in settings from
very small rural churches to large grand cathedrals. Its origin is as one
of the daily offices, a series of services which take place at different set
times throughout the day. In religious communities throughout the
world this pattern of services still takes place daily, usually seven times
a day. Other daily offices that are used commonly in the Church of
England are Morning Prayer, or Matins, which we say together in church
on Tuesday and Friday mornings, and Compline which I led on Zoom
during Lent.
Evening Prayer, or Evensong, is also known as Vespers from the Latin
word 'vesper' which literally means evening. The service of Evening
Prayer follows a set pattern. Key features involve reading of Psalms, set
Biblical passages for that specific day and a set of prayers and responses
called the Preces. It also involves saying or singing two canticles; the
Magnificat (the Song of Mary) and the Nunc Dimittis (the song of
Simeon). Singing the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis is particularly
special as the passages in the Bible that the words originate from are
songs; Mary, from the start of Luke’s Gospel where she sings her famous
song of praise, and Simeon in Luke chapter two where he meets Mary,
Joseph and the baby Jesus in the temple.

'TO SING IS TO PRAY TWICE'
At St Andrew’s the office of Evening Prayer is sung instead of said,
hence it is called Choral Evensong and is held once a month on the first
Sunday of the month at 4pm. There are hymns and the choir play a key
part in chanting the Psalm, singing the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis,
and leading the responses. The person leading the service also sings
the prayers which I really enjoy doing! Resuming Choral Evensong feels
especially exciting given the arrival of Hannah our new director of music
and the launch of the new choral foundation.
St Augustine is attributed to the famous quote, ‘to sing is to pray
twice’. There is certainly something special about singing in church,
perhaps something we appreciate even more after not being able to sing
for so long during the pandemic. Many people, whether they attend
church or not, or indeed whether they have a faith or not, enjoy hymns.
They can take people back to memories of school assemblies. They can
remind us of significant times in our lives; joyful times such as weddings
or difficult times such as funerals. If Choral Evensong is something
you’ve never been to before then perhaps this might be a good time to
come along and experience this ancient office of prayer and also to have
a good sing!
Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs (Psalm 100:2)

With love and prayer,
Kate
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Notices

Evensong starts at 4pm on 3 October
All but one of our regular services and meetings have
now been reinstated including Rendezvous, Messy
Church and Sunday at Six in The Ark, and we are pleased
to announce that the missing service from the list —
Choral Evensong — is back this month. We are holding
a special Choral Evensong for Harvest on Sunday 3
October at 4pm and to mark the occasion it will be
followed by a Harvest tea in The Ark. We then plan to
hold a Choral Evensong at 4pm on the first Sunday of
each month. Everyone welcome!
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Third Sunday of

revkate@sonningparish.org.uk

For your prayers in October
Want to know more?
email us on:
sundayatsix@
sonningparish.org.uk

— Afghanistan Christians being forced to
leave their home and country
— All who grow, produce, and transport
our food
— All who do not know where their
next meal will be coming from
— The Bible Society and all who translate,
print, distribute and teach the Bible,
particularly in parts of the world that
are hostile to the Gospel message of Christ

THE NEW ORGAN — THANKS BE TO GOD!
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Are you thinking about

homecare?

BOOK A BEAUTIFUL
NIGHT STAY WITH
US.
RECEIVE 15% OFF
QUOTE THE CODE
FST1845

TAKE AWAY
FISH AND CHIPS £10

If you would like to learn
more please call us on

The Bull Inn, Sonning on Thames

0118 947 6666

Berkshire RG4 6UP, T: 0118 969 3901

e: bullinn@fullers.co.uk www.bullinnsonning.co.uk

www.thebmgc.com
10% of the value of your first order will be donated to the new community hall fund when you quote Ref: BMGC-CH

• PVC banners
• Pull-up banners

• Shop signage
• Posters
• Exhibition systems

• Point of sale
• Corporate branding

• Signage for commerce

• Window graphics
• Graphic design

• Bespoke wall coverings

• Vehicle livery
• Installation services

For cost effective, locally produced, quality graphics call us on
The Homestead, Park Lane, Charvil, Reading RG10 9TR

0118 934 5016
email: sales@thebmgc.com
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STAY
St

.

What a scorching summer 2021 was!
Said no one ever! But despite the clouds
and occasional rain we managed to still
have fun and games during the young
people’s summer holidays. Mind you,
you know you’re getting old when you
hear yourself say, 'the rain is good for
the garden', or 'a little bit of rain didn’t
hurt anyone' or even 'don’t worry, your
skin is waterproof'.

Favourite photo of the hour:
Claude playing my daughter,
Phoebe, at air hockey after church.
Oh, how to bring the generations
together. He won too!

Summer continued …

Throughout August we continued to
have lots of fun with the STAY summer
holiday activities! We did more paddle
boarding, some Footgolf, canoeing,
made our own escape room and went
to see Free Guy at the cinema. See the
pictures on Instagram @stayonfriday

STAY in Schools and our new
chaplaincy addition at Piggott

As September loomed we prepared for
the return to school. The assemblies
were booked, the mentoring sessions
scheduled and we have a new addition
to the the Piggott chaplaincy team,
Eleanor Pavey who said,
'I am in my final year of
an applied theology
youth and community
work degree. For part of
this we learn through
placements, and I
am privileged to
work alongside
the Piggott chaplaincy team and teachers
for one day a week. I am looking forward
to getting to know some incredible young
people and knowledgeable teachers!'

Charvil Village Party

What an amazing day it was to spend
at the Charvil Village Party on Sunday
5 September. I popped along with my
daughter and we got to do some really
fun things, including, eat ice cream,
pet animals, eat fruit pots, listen to
music, play football, eat more yummy
food, have our say about the village
development plans, buy raffle tickets,
lose at said raffle and bounce on the
trampolines! The organisation was
excellent and so well attended. I even
spoke to a few young people, checked
how they’re doing and let them know
about our youth club!

More summer fun on the Thames with paddle boarding and canoeing

Diary dates

youthminister@sonningparish.org.uk

STAY on Sunday is back on the 2nd, 4th & 5th Sunday’s of each month during the 10.30am service
at St Andrew’s Church. All young people are welcome, regardless of faith stage or world view. We
meet to play games, eat donuts, think about life and encourage each other to be more Christ like
every day.
STAY on Friday in The Ark, 6.45pm-8.15pm every Friday in term time for teenagers in school years
7-13. We play sports, have fun and enjoy one another’s company. Activities include: football, kubb,
frisbee, swingball, pool, table tennis, foosball, nail and hair styling bar, tuck shop, cards/board
games, donut wall, dodgeball, firepits (winter) and cooking yummy treats for everyone. Don’t forget
we welcome the new year 6’s to STAY on Friday on every fourth Friday of the month. This term
those dates are: 24 September, 22 October and 26 November.
STAY in Schools work also returned in September with: mentoring, monthly assemblies, the
advocacy group and various clubs, across all the four local schools: Charvil Piggott Primary,
Sonning Primary, The Piggott and Reading Blue Coat.
STAY Detached Project is after school on Wednesdays in Emmer Green and after school on
Thursdays in Charvil. This is simply where we go out as youth workers into the local area to meet
young people where they are at. We do this through playing games, giving away prizes, chatting to
them about their issues and engaging as many as we can in positive conversations.
October Half Term Activities: Monday 22 - Thursday 28 October. Watch out for more fun activities
like those in the summer. If you have an idea, email me:
Christmas School Holidays For most local schools the Christmas holidays are from Friday 17
December to Tuesday 4 January. We hope to have some seasonal treats for the young people. As
always, ideas are welcome!
Don’t forget, I love a chat so any questions, ideas or just for a chat email me, Cheers, Westy!

Please mention The Parish Magazine when responding to advertisements
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Independent
Financial Advice
Advice and guidance on:
Retirement & Investment Planning - Mortgage Planning (including Equity Release)
Long Term Care Insurance -

Protection, Trusts and Income Planning

We cut through the jargon to keep it simple and embrace the latest technology to provide you with your own
Personal Finance Portal, designed to give you a holistic view of your finances.

For more information, please contact Andrew Gane:
M: 07796 268 739

E: andrewgane@pennymatters.co.uk

W: https://pennymatters.co.uk/andrewgane.html

Andrew is a member of vouchedfor
https://www.vouchedfor.co.uk/financial-advisor-ifa/bracknell/01665-andrew-gane
Remember that past performance is not a guide to future returns and that the value of investments and the income from them can go
down as well as up. Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage. Some mortgages are not
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Advice fee structure available on request. First appointment at our cost.
Pennymatters Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered as a Limited Company in England
and Wales No. 7331832.
Uncompromising Excellence in Hair Care

|Hair Cutting and Beauty Therapy
|Experts in Colouring and Permanent Waving
|Hairdressing for Men, Women and Children
@stylebyjulieReading
@stylebyjulie
@stylebyjulieRG

Spring Issue

Private Hair
and Beauty Salon
Badgers Rise,
Woodley, Reading,
RG5 3AJ

0118 4378178
salon@stylebyjulie.co.uk
www.stylebyjulie.co.uk
salon@stylebyjulie.co.uk

Banish limescale with a
TwinTec Water Softener
• Enjoy a scale-free kitchen and bathrooms
• Protect and improve the efficiency
of your boiler
• Lower your energy bills
• Reduce time spent cleaning
• Enjoy softer skin and shinier hair
No buttons or routine maintenance: it’s easy

Call for a free installation
survey or quote
Twyford: 0118 9344485
Finchampstead: 0118 9733110
thamesvalleywatersofteners.co.uk

10
YEAR

G UA R A N T E E

THAMES VALLEY
WATER SOFTENERS
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On reflection . . .

By Elizabeth Spiers

Ezra: Let God do the rest

The Parish Magazine - October 2021 11

From the desk
of the editor
editor@theparishmagazine.co.uk

100 issues and still
counting . . .
freebibleimages.org

Ezra is a book about the Israelites returning back to God
and to their homeland after being in captivity for many
years. God ‘put it into the heart of King Cyrus’ says Ezra
to let the Jews go; to return all the artefacts that had been
confiscated from them and give them additional gold and
silver so that they could rebuild the temple and start again.
Approximately one in 40 Jews chose to travel the arduous
900 miles on foot to return.
One commentator likened it to a reconciliation between a
separated couple. Israel had been adulterous in one sense,
worshipping other gods instead of the God of Israel, despite
his goodness to them. Reconciliation is a very difficult
process but can ultimately be rewarding if both parties are
committed to working it through.
Where do you start after being apart for so long? The
Jews started by building an altar. Today we would start
by going to the cross and acknowledging our part of the
breakdown, our sin, our failure and asking God to forgive us
and to give us a fresh start. God will forgive if we are sincere.

LEADING BY EXAMPLE
Next the Jews began building a temple as a sign of God’s
presence in their midst. Their enemies offered to help but
were insincere — undercover operations was more like it.
In any reconciliation attempt there will be those who seem
to be offering support but are actually hoping for failure.
We need to be on our guard. These enemies sent a letter to
the King making a case against them and the building work
was stopped forcibly for many years until valuable support
arrived in the form of Haggai and Zechariah. They said that
God’s word had more authority than ‘royal interests’ (Ezra
4:22) and, leading by example, helped with the rebuilding.
A second letter sent to the King was full of accusation.
But King Darius checked the records carefully and found that
King Cyrus, all those years before, had authorised the return
of the people and rebuilding of the temple. In his reply,
not only did Darius endorse the Jews, but he ordered that
their enemies paid their taxes directly towards the building
expenses. Sweet.
Maybe you are separated from God. It doesn’t matter
how. If you admit your mistakes, ask for forgiveness and be
reconciled, God will help you. He wants to have a relationship
with you. Just watch out for the opposition and ask for the
support of someone you trust. God will do the rest.
For no one is cast off by the Lord forever. Though he brings
grief, he will show compassion, so great is his unfailing love.
For he does not willingly bring affliction or grief to anyone.
Lamentations 3:31-33

The first issue of The Parish Magazine that I was involved
with as the editor was published in November 2012. It was
produced in black and white, had 24 A 4 size pages and was
laid out by David Woodward of Sonning Eye. It had a cover
price of 40p and only a few hundred copies were printed.
As editor, my role included taking over the design and lay
out, introducing colour and creating a magazine that, for the
first time in its history, which dates from 1869, it would be
delivered, free of charge, to every home in Charvil, Sonning
and Sonning Eye. The first issue to drop through everyone's
letter box was December 2012. It was 24 pages with a mixture
of black and white and colour pages. For filing purposes, I
began numbering the issues and it is hard to believe that this
current one is number 100!
Looking back on the earlier copies it is also hard to believe
how much it has change in size and content. It is now 44
pages of full colour and, to date, it has won seven nationwide
awards for its design and content. Even so, one of the most
rewarding achievements is that some readers who raised
objections to the changes we made now ring me to complain
if their copy does not arrive on time!
None of this could have been possible without the full
support of the vicar, the St Andrew's PCC, the tireless efforts
of Gordon Nutbrown who, with his wife Rosemary and Pat
Livesey, handle the 'business' side of the magazine, and by
no means least, our advertisers, many of whom not only
supported us during the change but are still advertising
today. Although I call it the 'business' side of the magazine
our financial objective is non-profit making, we only seek
to cover the production costs which includes things such
as printing, and technology and photography licences.
The distribution costs are funded by the PCC as part of
St Andrew's service within the communities of Charvil,
Sonning and Sonning Eye.

AN OUTSTANDING 'HOWEVER'
Unlike a large number of church parish magazines
around the country which have closed, our solid financial
structure enabled us to continue publishing throughout the
Covid pandemic and we are feeling very confident about the
future. There is, however, one outstanding 'however' that
I mentioned a few months ago. Both Gordon and I are not
getting any younger and we would like to share our lifetime
experiences — Gordon's in the printing and publishing
business, and mine in journalism — with some younger
people who are enthusiastic about serving God's Church and
our local communities through the printed word. Personally,
I hope to be able to continue editing the magazine for a good
time yet, but none of us know what lies around the corner. If
you would like to join the team, please speak to us, if not you
can help by praying that someone else will volunteer!

Please mention The Parish Magazine when responding to advertisements
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Independent And FREE Advice For All Individual & Company Members
•

Switch to an alternative scheme – If you are currently insured, switching to a competitor can mean substantially lower rates

•

Pre-existing conditions covered – It is often possible to include pre-existing medical conditions currently covered by your existing provider

•

Improve your coverage – We can frequently improve your cover whilst also lowering the cost of your premium

•

Complexities of different schemes – In many cases, people are over insured – we can ensure you are covered with a scheme that
meets your individual needs and requirements

•

Full cover for cancer treatment – Many polices do not cover cancer in full – we are able to advise on your current level of coverage

For further information, please call Steve Maguire at M&L Healthcare Solutions:-

PHONE 01628 945944 or 01223 881779
Email: steve.maguire@mlhs.co.uk

quoting ref: The Parish Magazine

M&L Healthcare Solutions is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA Reference number 554206)

ADD Plumbing
& Heating
THE FUNERAL PEOPLE

A FAMILY BUSINESS SERVING
SONNING SINCE 1826

READING
HENLEY
CAVERSHAM

0118 957 3650
01491 413434
0118 947 7007

ALSO AT MAIDENHEAD, BRACKNELL, WOKINGHAM, THATCHAM

TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY FUNERAL
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The Persecuted Church

Colin Bailey focuses on the fate of Afghanistan Christians — our picture of a protestant church for soldiers in Afghanistan
makes us wonder what lies ahead for buildings such as this?
tengiz gogaberishvili, dreamstime.com

Barnabas Fund is supporting needy Afghan Christians who
have fled persecution in their homeland to find safety. The
Taliban has said Christians must convert, leave or be killed.
Since the latter decades of the 20th century, Afghanistan
has been wracked in conflict. In the 1980's the US and UK
armed mujahidin (Islamic jihadist guerrillas) to win a cold
war victory, with the support of General Zia-ul-Haq of
Pakistan. After the Soviet retreat, the US and UK abandoned
Afghanistan. The mujahidin fragmented into Taliban and
Northern Alliance, and Al-Qaeda emerged. By 1998, the
Taliban controlled almost all of the country and enforced a
hard line version of Sharia, with brutal punishments.
After the 9/11 attacks, Al-Qaeda and its leader Osama bin
Laden, who was protected in Afghanistan by the Taliban, were
identified as responsible. The US removed the Taliban from
power in 2001. Many British personnel and others have died
since NATO forces entered the country that year. The conflict
has displaced millions. According to the UN, Afghanistan
has the third largest displaced population in the world.
Brown University research estimates 69,000 losses in Afghan
security forces with 51,000 civilians and the same number of
militants killed.

NO MODERATE TALIBAN
US President Biden inherited the peace plan of President
Trump and brought it forward a few months to bring
America’s longest war to an end. Among the criticism, former
UK Prime Minister Tony Blair said Biden's decision to pull
out the US and British troops was 'imbecilic'. The UK Foreign
Affairs Committee chairman, Tom Tugendhat MP, said the
UK had 'abandoned the Afghan people', and 'we weren’t forced
out…we chose to leave'. The Afghan armed forces, he said, 'would
always struggle alone.'
Patrick Sookhdeo, international director, BarnabasFund,
was recently asked if the Taliban have changed? Sookhdeo
says, 'There is no moderate Taliban'.
China has given the Taliban international backing and he
believes Russia supports the new Taliban government. It is
reported that some Afghans were so desperate to escape the
Taliban they clung to a plane as it tried to take off from Kabul.
A volunteer trying to secure evacuation flights for Afghan
nationals at risk said that many were being turned away even
with an official flight place.
Flying from Kabul is no longer possible for most Afghans
because the Taliban forbids them to board the planes that are
evacuating Westerners unless they have the right approvals.
In a recent Spectator article the parliamentary and press
officer for Aid to the Church in Need, Fionn Shiner, cites
Nadine Maenza, chair of the US Commission on International
Religious Freedom, in saying the Taliban takeover 'is the worst
possible development for religious minorities. While most from
those communities left Afghanistan in recent years, those that

remain, and women in particular, are now in imminent danger.'
Shiner reports from the Pew Forum on Religion & Public
Life that the number of Christians in the country is thought
to be less than 20,000, perhaps as low as 1,000. Most are
underground. The Afghanistan population is 37 million.
Shiner also said that Open Doors ranks Afghanistan as the
second worst country for believers — conversion from Islam
is apostasy and can be punished by death, imprisonment or
confiscation of property.
In Taliban controlled parts of the country, treatment of
Christians has been harsher even than that sanctioned by the
Afghan constitution. For example, in 2010, 10 humanitarian
aid workers were murdered on a medical mission. A convert
from Islam to Christianity told International Christian
Concern that Christians fear their daughters will be forced to
marry Taliban.

DISCRIMINATORY
Barnabas Fund is in direct contact with more than 300
Afghan Christian families. They have been assisting around
400 Afghan Christians who have escaped into a neighbouring
country and are caring for 400 still in Afghanistan while
preparing to enable 1,200 to get into safe countries. Patron of
Barnabas Fund, former Archbishop of Canterbury Lord Carey,
says in a Telegraph article entitled 'Britain is ignoring the fate
of Afghan Christians' that he was 'dispirited that Christians have
seemingly been overlooked by the government even though they
face the most extreme dangers under Taliban rule' and indicated
that the Taliban have an 'ultra-strict interpretation' of Sharia.
Referring to Syria, he highlights 'the government’s long
standing failure to address the persecution of Christians, atheists –
who are also regarded as apostates – and other minorities'
He points out the 'functionally discriminatory' UNHCR
programme — 'those applying for asylum do so through camps
which are often no-go areas for religious minorities', and laments
that the Home Office 'refuses to instruct the UNHCR to change
its system'. A small number of countries have prioritised
Christians fleeing from countries where they are persecuted
— he mentions, Australia, Brazil, Canada, the Czech Republic
and Poland.
Patrick Sookhdeo wrote in August to MPs requesting
that they ask the government to allow Afghan Christians
to be resettled in the UK and he explained why the UK has
a unique responsibility to help and support believers from
Afghanistan. There is a link to that letter below. Essentially,
in 2010, the UK-led ISAF military mission had commissioned
two Islamic religious judges to write fatwas to show that the
Karzai led government was fully compliant with Sharia. One
of these in line with the apostasy law of Islam called for the
killing of those who leave Islam. In effect this was a call for
the killing of Afghan Christians.
turn to page 15
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Join us as we thank God for this year's harvest and
help climate change victims around the world
Two of the most serious issues facing
our world — the continuing Covid
pandemic and worsening climate
changes — are reflected in this year's
Harvest thanksgiving at St Andrew's
Church on Sunday 3 October which
will be different from previous years
as the family BBQ will not be possible.
This year we will be holding a Harvest
Family Service at 10.30am and a special
Harvest Evensong at 4pm. This will be
the first Evensong held since the start
of the Covid pandemic, so it promises
to be a special occasion. Following
Evensong there will be refreshments
served, hopefully, in The Ark garden.
Our collections for both services
will go to this year's Christian Aid
from page 13

Harvest Appeal to help deprived
communities in parts of the world
where climate changes are causing
devastation. Here's an example of the
projects donations will be going to ...

TURNING POINT
Janet remembers the love, friendship,
and sense of community she felt when
she joined the Makande Women's
group, a local co-operative of female
entrepreneurs in Kenya:
‘I gave birth to my third child just
after joining the group.' says Janet.
'Guess what? The group showered
me and my baby with gifts, which
was the first time I had experienced
that since I got married. This was the

turning around of my story.' As well
as a sense of solidarity between the
members, the women in the group are
transforming their lives through an
innovative, sustainable baobab juicemaking business.
Supported by a Christian Aid
partner, Eagles Relief, the women
received training, equipment and a
low-cost loan to set up and grow their
business. The women now make up to
6,000 bottles of baobab juice a month
and increased their income tenfold.
In the wider community, 188
jobs have been created through the
women's enterprises. As more women
join the group, they learn valuable
skills to improve their lives

The Persecuted Church in Afghanistan

Sookdheo says, 'It is important to understand that when the
Taliban say they will protect religious minorities they mean
Shia Muslims or Christian-born Christians from historic
denominations. They do not mean Christian converts from Islam,
who are classified as apostates and traitors to the ‘Islamic nation’,
deserving of the death penalty.'
Barnabas Fund encourages Christians to write to their
MPs to press for Afghan Christians to be included in those to
be resettled in the UK. The answer from one MP’s office has
mentioned 'a bespoke resettlement route for Afghan refugees' –
the Afghan Citizens’ Resettlement Scheme (ACRS). The claim
is that the government is committed to 'supporting Afghan
nationals from religious minorities, such as Christians.' The
scheme is intended to give priority to women and girls, and
religious and other minorities, who are most at risk of human
rights abuses and dehumanising treatment by the Taliban.
The scheme says, 'we are looking at options to ensure that ACRS
provides a safe route for those who are most vulnerable and at
risk'. Apparently, it is modelled on the 'successful' vulnerable
persons resettlement scheme, which resettled 20,000 Syrian
refugees from 2014 to 2021. But Lord Carey’s comments
above about the UNHCR programme and the camps that are
no-go areas for Christians should be noted.
In summary, please:
READ Dr Patrick Sookhdeo’s letter: https://barnabasfund.org/
government-silence-is-another-betrayal-of-afghanistan-christians/

WRITE to your MP, with reference to the letter above, to press
for Afghan Christians to be included in those being resettled
in the UK.
DONATE to the Barnabas Fund appeal – telephone 0800 587
4006 or https://barnabasfund.org/latest-needs/afghanistancrisis-appeal-rescue-afghan-christians/ (Project 01-901: Needy
and persecuted Afghan Christians)
PRAY for Afghanistan and for the work of Barnabas
Fund; for the government; and for Afghan Christians to
be included among those resettled in the UK.
Christians United for Israel have published suggested
prayer points including: the people of Afghanistan,
particularly those not wanting to live under the Taliban’s

Sharia rule; for the displaced, all those who have lost
their homes or had to flee, for Afghan women who are at
particular risk under a Sharia state, for the rescue operation
of foreign nationals and those who remain and for the
protection of secret Christian believers in Afghanistan.
References and further reading:

— Barnabas Fund Afghan Christians: Convert, Flee or Die: will you help with the
practical needs of those who are fleeing? https://barnabasfund.org/latest-needs/
afghan-christians-convert-flee-or-die-will-you-help-with-the-practical-n/
— BBC News: Afghanistan: UK has abandoned Afghan people, says senior MP https://
www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-58220730
– BBC News: Taliban are back – what next for Afghanistan? https://www.bbc.co.uk/
news/world-asia-49192495
— Barnabas Fund: Does the defeat in Afghanistan spell the end of the West? – an
interview with Patrick Sookhdeo, by Andrew Carey https://barnabasfund.org/news/
does-the-defeat-in-afghanistan-spell-the-end-of-the-west/
— Tom Tugendhat MP : Facebook 14 Aug 21 https://www.facebook.com/tomtugendhat/
posts/256333832977886
— Daily Mirror: Tony Blair slams Joe Biden’s ‘imbecilic’ decision to withdraw
from Afghanistan https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/politics/tony-blair-slams-joebidens-24811012
— The Spectator 18 Aug 2021: For Afghan Christians, the Taliban takeover is a nightmare
by Fionn Shiner https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/for-afghan-christians-the-talibantakeover-is-a-nightmare#
— Christians United for Israel: UK Facebook 16 Aug 2021 Urgent prayer for Afghanistan
https://www.facebook.com/ChristiansUnitedforIsraelUK/posts/2922640301333053
— Barnabas Fund Prayer:Focus September 2021 https://barnabasfund.org/resources/
pfu/2021/pfu-large-print-sep21.pdf
— Release International: Facebook 18 Aug2021 Pray for Afghanistan https://www.
facebook.com/146360222095113/posts/4464736233590802/?d=n
— Telegraph: 18 Aug 2021 Parliament holds Joe Biden in contempt over Afghanistan
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2021/08/18/parliament-holds-joe-bidencontempt-afghanistan/?WT.mc_id=tmgliveapp_iosshare_Axn15g9DM4WBL
— Sky News: 23 Aug 2021 A stain on the West: https://news.sky.com/story/a-stain-onthe-west-the-story-of-how-the-greatest-military-force-ever-assembled-abandonedafghanistan-12386720
— Telegraph 30 Aug 2021: US drone strike kills more Islamic State suicide bombers
heading to Kabul airport https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2021/08/29/usdrone-strike-kills-islamic-state-suicide-bombers-heading/
— Barnabas Fund Afghanistan Crisis Appeal: Rescue Afghan Christians https://
barnabasfund.org/latest-needs/afghanistan-crisis-appeal-rescue-afghan-christians/
— Barnabas Fund Facebook post 31 Aug 2021: Afghanistan Crisis Appeal https://www.
facebook.com/BarnabasFund/posts/10159251024435726
— Barnabas Fund 1 September 2021: Lord Carey: Britain is ignoring the fate of Afghan
Christians https://barnabasfund.org/news/lord-carey-britain-is-ignoring-the-fate-ofafghan-christians/
— Barnabas Fund Letter: Government Silence is Another betrayal of Afghanistan
Christians https://barnabasfund.org/government-silence-is-another-betrayal-ofafghanistan-christians/
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From Harvest to Halloween — how
Christianity replaced superstition
For Christians, October begins and ends with two great feast days; the first
Sunday of the month is marked by the Harvest Festival and the last day of
the month is All Hallow's Eve — more commonly known as Halloween —
which celebrates the start of two days of festivities in which we remember
all the saints — followers of Jesus — who have gone before us.
predicting the future by the use of
Like the important Christian festivals
nuts and apples was so popular that
of Christmas and Easter, Harvest and
Halloween is still sometimes known as
All Hallows celebrations have their
Nutcrack Night or Snap-Apple Night.
roots in pre-Christian times.
Today, Christians have learned to
On the last night of October,
turn to prayer instead of charms to
the Celts celebrated the Festival
overcome the powers of darkness, but
of Samhain, or ‘Summer’s End’.
the true meaning of All Hallows’ Eve,
The priests, or Druids, performed
should not be forgotten.
ceremonies to thank and honour the
Christians draw closer to Christ
sun, but there was a very dark side to
when we remember and give thanks
all this: Samhain also signalled the
for our loved ones and for the lives of
onset of winter, a time when it was
others who have gone before us.
feared that unfriendly ghosts, naturespirits, and witches roamed the earth,
VICTORIAN HARVEST
creating mischief.
The great festival of Harvest held
The Druid's answer to this was to
on the first Sunday of October is a
light great bonfires and perform magic
much later, Victorian, innovation,
rites to ward off or appease these dark
although it has its roots in the Biblical
supernatural powers.
days of Moses when the Israelites
Then the Romans arrived, bringing
journeyed through the desert to their
with them their Harvest Festival
Promised Land.
which honoured the Goddess Pomona
This land that God gave them has
with gifts of apples and nuts. Slowly,
a climate that produces two main
over time, the two festivals merged.
harvests — in the spring and the
ALL HALLOWS' EVE
autumn.
At both times, God decreed
When Christianity arrived still
that there should be festivals of
later, it began to replace the Roman
thanksgiving. The spring harvest
and Druid religions. The first day of
thanksgiving was for the first 'fruits'
November, which today we call All
of the land, while in the autumn it
Saints Day, was originally called All
was to mark the completion of the
Hallows and was dedicated to all
gathering in of the crops that would
Christian martyrs and saints who had
provide food for the winter months,
died. The second day of November is
and to pray for next year's crops.
All Souls when we remember all who
In Morwenstow, Cornwall in
have died.
1843, Rev Robert Hawker invited his
The evening before these two
parishioners to a special service to
festivals became one of prayer and
thank God for their local harvest. His
preparation called All Hallows’ Eve,
idea spread like wildfire throughout
meaning the holy evening. Later it was
the UK and beyond and developed into
shortened to Halloween.
a tradition of taking local produce to
For centuries, however, fear of
church where it would be blessed and
the supernatural was strong and
shared among the poor.
superstitions were widely accepted.
Today the local produce is more
During the Middle Ages, animal
likely to be a collection of money
costumes and frightening masks were
which is used to help those in need,
worn to ward off the evil spirits of
although at St Andrew's we auction the
darkness on Halloween. Magic words
produce that is brought to decorate the
and charms were used to keep away
church and add the money raised to a
bad luck, and people believed that
cash collection for the Christian Aid
witches rode about on broomsticks.
Harvest appeal (see page 15).
Fortune telling was popular, and

Wheat And Weeds
Woodley Poet, Steven Rolling wrote
this Harvest hymn-poem based on the
much loved hymn tune: 'Wir Pflugen:
We plough the fields and scatter'. The
words are inspired by the Biblical text
Matthew 13:24-30.
The kingdom of heaven be
Like to a man who, see
Sowed good seed in his field, then
While men did sleep, was when
Enemy came and sowed weeds
Among the wheat, the deeds
He did, then went on his way
Undiscovered that day
[Chorus]
Wheat, weeds, together grown
‘Til harvest, this be known
Then weeds burnt up, wheat gathered in
All free from sin
But when the wheat’s blade did spring
Was revealed everything
Wheat brought forth its fruit, each ear
In fullness did appear
Then did appear weeds also
They with the wheat did grow
Servants said to the sower
How these grow? Do you know?
Sower said, An enemy
Has done this, so it be
Servants said, Shall we gather weeds?
They of no useful needs
Sower said, No, not yet, lest
While you gather, the best
The wheat, you may uproot too
And damage to crops do
Let both grow to the harvest
And then view good, the best
The reapers shall gather first
The weeds, the ad, the worst
Shall bind them in bundles to
Burn, this be their end true
But wheat gathered in barn, for
It safe for evermore
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October celebrations for the most popular book ever
By Bob Peters

In 1545, Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, declared that the first
Sunday in December was to be called Bible Sunday. Today, the Church of England
continues this tradition although it is usually described as being on the second
Sunday of Advent, which this year falls on 5 December. However, many CofE
churches and those of other Christian denominations have adopted The Bible
Society's choice of celebrating Bible Sunday in October thus avoiding the busyness
of Advent. This year the Bible Society's Bible Sunday is on 24 October.
arrested, and jailed in a castle near
Whether by coincidence or deliberate
Brussels. Tied to the stake for
choice, October is an ideal month to
strangulation and burning, his dying
hold Bible Sunday because at least two
prayer was that the King of England’s
other notable anniversaries in the
eyes would be opened.
history of the Bible fall in this month
And, sure enough, a few years
— the death in 1536 of William Tyndale
later they were. In 1529 Henry VIII
and St Felix of Thibiuca who, with four
The Bible, the world's most popular book in
authorised the Great Bible for the
other martyrs, share a feast day.
print or online.
Usrush, dreamstime.com
Church of England. It relied largely on
PASSION
the truth. Lord God of heaven and earth,
Tyndale’s work.
Jesus Christ, I bend my neck as a sacrifice
In 1611, the 54 scholars who
William Tyndale is remembered on
for you, who abides for ever.'
produced the King James Bible also
6 October for his life-long passion
He was beheaded at Carthage, and
used Tyndale's work. This Bible became
to translate the original Biblical
became one of the first martyrs to die
known as the standard English version
scriptures from Hebrew, Greek and
under Diocletian.
from the mid-17th to the early 20th
Aramaic so that 'English men and
century. I also have an early edition
women could read it for themselves'.
FIVE BILLION
of the King James Bible, printed 1613,
Born near Gloucester in c1494,
Needless to say, Diocletian did not
but sadly its poor condition means
he studied at Oxford and Cambridge
succeed in destroying the scriptures.
it cannot be restored. Nonetheless I
and spoke seven languages, including
The Guinness Book of World Records
value it.
ancient Hebrew and Greek.
estimates that more than 5 billion
In 1526, Tyndale’s translation of the
VALUE
copies of the Bible have been printed.
New Testament became the first to be
This compares with 800 million copies
Do you value your Bible? If so, Felix
published in English, the first to draw
of the Quran and 120 million for the
of Thibiuca (247 – 303), whose feast day
directly from Hebrew and Greek texts,
Book of Mormon.
is on 24 October, is a good patron saint
and the first to be printed.
Today, these billions of printed
for you.
The first complete reprint using
copies of the Bible are not the only way
In 303, Diocletian, the Roman
Tyndale's original words and spellings
to read the world's most popular book.
emperor, decided Christians were not
was published by the British Library
There are several online services, for
a good thing, so he issued an edict
in 2000. I was given a copy when I was
example, Biblegateway.com where you
that all copies of their scriptures and
licensed as a lay minister on 28 October
can read 200 versions in 70 languages.
liturgical books were to be surrendered
2000 — October being a timely
and burnt. He had decided to ‘wind up’
coincidence!
DISRESPECT?
this upstart religion.
CHALLENGE
Among the different English
The persecution began in Rome. By
language versions on my shelves are
June 303, the edict had reached North
However, Tyndale's remarkable
some that people may find a little less
Africa, and in Thibiuca — modern day
achievements were to cost him his life
than holy, such as a Cockney Bible, one
Tunisia — Bishop Felix, was arrested
because his work was deemed to be a
written in tabloid newspaper format,
because he would not hand them over.
direct challenge to the power of the
and others in 'rap', emails and so on.
Being highly respected, the
Roman Catholic Church and the laws of
While I accept that some people
authorities were loath to take action
England.
may find these disrespectful or even
and gave him three days grace to see
When the authorities tried to stop
ungodly, the important thing is that
sense. Felix prayed and became only
his translation from being printed,
they tell the Gospel message in a way
more certain that this was a conflict
Tyndale fled first to Hamburg, then
that some readers can relate to. And
between the commandments of God
Wittenberg, Cologne, and the Lutheran
that, hopefully, will lead them on to
and the commandments of men.
city of Worms. It was there, in 1525,
read the fuller versions that the Bible
He was referred to the proconsul,
his New Testament emerged and it
Society asks us to celebrate on 24
but he still refused to hand over
was smuggled into England where
October. The Society works in over 200
his scriptures. His last words were
Henry VIII, Cardinal Wolsey, and other
countries and is a charity that aims to
memorable: 'God, I thank you. I have
leaders, were furious.
bring the Bible to life for every man,
passed 56 years in this world. I have
Tyndale moved on to Antwerp,
woman and child because it changes
preserved my chastity; I have observed
where for 9 years he continued his work
lives for good.
the Gospels; I have preached the faith and
until May 1535 when he was betrayed,
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credit broker and is not a lender and can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers. Newgate Motoring Solutions Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority, firm ref 730559, and also trades as Newgate and Newgate Finance. Newgate Motoring Solutions Ltd will receive a commission or fee for introducing you to a
finance provider. You can request details of the commission or fee we will receive by contacting us on our Freephone number.
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Claude's ups and downs of
days gone by . . .
My memory is a funny thing. I can’t remember
what I did yesterday or what it was I intended
to do next, but I do remember the most trivial of
things that happened many decades ago, writes
Claude Masters (right).

Claudiodivizia, dreamstime.com

Happy 70th
Birthday!

Seventy years ago, on 31 October
1951, zebra crossings were introduced
officially in the UK. The first one was
in Slough, Berkshire, but perhaps the
most famous one is in Abbey Road,
London (pictured above).
The crossings had been trialled over
two years at 1,000 experimental sites,
but in 1951 the black and white striped
pedestrian crossings were approved
with their flashing Belisha beacons. All
drivers were required by law to stop as
soon as a pedestrian set foot on them.

DR ZEBRA
The crossings were the brainchild
of Yorkshireman and traffic engineer
George ‘Dr Zebra’ Charlesworth, a
physicist who had worked on the
Barnes Wallis-designed bouncing
bomb during the war. His zebra
crossings were certainly responsible for
saving many lives.
The Belisha beacons, an integral
part of the crossing, but used since
1934, were introduced by Leslie
Hore-Belisha who was the Minister of
Transport at the time.
Zebra crossings were adopted
throughout the world, from
continental Europe to North America,
Singapore and Australia. They have
now been superseded to some extent
in the UK by pelican crossings, which
are controlled by lights. These were
introduced in 1969. While zebras were
named because of their appearance,
a pelican crossing is so named as a
contraction of the phrase ‘pedestrian
light controlled’.

The 1950’s when I was 16 to 25 years old
are the ones I tend to remember most.
When we were beginning to realise
that girls weren’t just silly I agreed
with a school pal that we probably
already knew the girl we were going to
marry. No doubt it’s the same today
but sadly young people are less likely to
actually get married.
I was 16 when I first knew my
wife. We got married when I was 25,
although we didn’t start courting until
I was 23.
I was very much into Scouting
when I was 16 and enjoyed square
dances with the Girl Guides. I made a
date with one of them and took her to
a symphony concert in the Great Hall
at Reading University conducted by
Sir Adrian Bolt. She didn’t think much
of that, so that was the end of that
relationship.
I went to a lot of BBC Promenade
concerts at that time. I bought a
cheap evening return rail ticket
from Reading to Paddington for two
shillings and sixpence (12½p) and
walked across Hyde Park to the Royal
Albert Hall.

LIFE ASSET
Scouting was always there and
I enjoyed all the comradeship, fun,
weekends away and camping. There is
no doubt that Scouting is a fine way
for youngsters to build confidence,
character and reliability which is an
asset later in life.
On a sad note. I had a friend about
my age that I told about my good
times in Scouting. I was shocked when
he replied that he had never spent
one night out of his own bed. He was
clearly spoilt rotten by his mother.
He got married just before being
called up for National Service in the
army and within a week his photo was
on the front page of The Daily Mirror
because he had committed suicide.
His mother must have been

devastated, but she never wanted
him to, or would let him, grow up.
I was a keen photographer at this
time and had equipment to develop,
enlarge and print black and white
photos. The last part of the process was
to thoroughly rinse the prints in water
and to this end I used the hand basin
in the bathroom. I filled the basin with
water and, with the tap on, left the
prints to swirl around unattended.
On one occasion a print blocked the
overflow and my parents were not best
pleased when the room below had to
be redecorated!
I used the small bedroom as a
darkroom and wanted to paint over
the window glass to keep the light out
but my mother drew the line at that!
Young people when they start work
often get sent of on a fool’s errand such
as buying a left handed screwdriver or
a rubber hammer.
When I was an apprentice I angered
a labourer by telling him that I really
did have a left handed brick trowel.
One morning when I was an
apprentice my mates hid my tools and l
spent all day looking for them.
The foreman bricklayer said that
I would never be a brickie and he was
quite right of course as I haven’t got
the physique for it.
The site manager could see my
potential though and got me helping
out in the site office where I began to
learn how to run a building site.
I also remember being sent to the tool store
for a long weight. After about half an hour
the tool store manager asked me if I had
waited long enough! - editor.
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When I was a lad — the memories

By Phil Mason in conversation with his brother-in-law and ex-choir boy of St Andrew's Church, John Tigwell

It was 1939 when my mother and father, Violet
and George Tigwell, moved from Medmenham to
Sonning with my sister Jean and I.
My father George, came to be the chauffeur/gardener
for Mr and Mrs Savoury at Bishops Close. We lived in
the old Lodge House. Bishops Close was then the old
house, built in 1881, the present house, built on the
site of the original was begun in 2009.
Presently, the original old gates have been
removed to allow large lorries to go through for
further building work. When it’s finished, those
grade 1 listed old gates have to be refitted.
When we lived at the Lodge, there was no
electricity. There were three gas lamps downstairs but
none upstairs, so we took lighted candles to go to bed.
My sister Jean and I attended Sonning School —
now a private house — in Thames Street. Then Jean
went to a girls school in Pearson Road, but I stayed
in Thames Street with the boys until I was 11, before
going to senior school. I cycled each day to Wargrave
Piggott.
In 1946, at 9 years old, I joined St Andrew's Church
choir. Later Jean also joined.
We sang at many services but a
memorable one was in 1947 for
the funeral of Brigadier General
Edmund John, Phipps-Hornby,
VC, CB, CMG, DL (right). At
the funeral his many medals,
including the Victoria Cross,
were carried in on a cushion.
His grave is near the south
Wikimedia
door of St Andrew's church. The vicar was
Reverend Groves. At almost 84 years, I’m possibly the
only one still around who took part in that funeral.
Just for the record. Another memorable time was in
1948 when the BBC made a recording in St Andrew's
for a Christmas record. I was singing solos at 10 years
old and remember I was asked to sing one during
the carol See amid the winter snow, for this recording.
I have been told the record was played in America. I
hope it was good, I’ve never heard it!
Americans in Sonning. A few years earlier there was
a different kind of excitement in Sonning. We had
become used to American troops living under canvas
in the big field at Bishops Close. There was even a
sentry box outside the main gates.
Living at the Lodge during the war years, we
became used to the differences it made to normal
life, but one morning in June 1944, the soldiers had
gone. The field was empty. They had all left overnight!
When we understood why, it was, for all of us in
Sonning, the beginning of D Day.

All that we found in the deserted field was some
tinned fruit, although my father also found two
rifles which he handed to the local ARP warden.
My father also dismantled the sentry box near
the main gates for firewood, and inside it I remember
were names and signatures that the soldiers had
written. I wonder how many of those brave men
survived?
Odds and ends. My memories of Sonning are many,
and some are mixed up. So, the following anecdotes
may jump around the years a little.
Back at the Lodge house we used to have visits
from the ‘muffin man.’ He would come down
Sonning Lane with a tray of muffins on his head and
ringing a hand bell.
Also, Corona — it wasn’t a virus then, it was a soft
drink! My mother would buy four bottles a week for
us from the van driver.
Talking about the Lodge house reminds me that
Jack Payne, the famous dance band leader, who was
very popular in the 1930’s, once lived in Bishops
Close.
My father played an important role in Sonning. He,
with others, was a member of the Sonning volunteer
fire brigade which was based in a building in Pound
Lane. It was taken down in 2007 and houses built on
the land.
When he was a fireman at 7.30am every morning
a bell would ring in every volunteer’s house, to test
the fire alarm. I can still hear that loud, two toned
bell, ringing!
Chief fire officer Mr Edwards designed a covered
cab for the Dennis fire engines. It was the first of its
kind and it all started in Sonning!
Two other fire brigade volunteers I remember
were, Bert Huggins the butcher from the High
Street, and later a friend of mine Roly Hunt who sang
in the St Andrew's choir throughout his life.
River life in Sonning. Be it fishing, helping the lock
keeper or helping with the punts and skiffs for hire,
at the then White Hart, the river was my 'place to be'.
One sunny day when fishing with my friend David
Rawlins, a photographer from the then popular
newspaper The Reading Mercury took a photograph
of us, which they printed. After all those years I still
remember the headline: 'Young anglers spending
their leisure amongst Thames beauty.’
Another day when helping with the hire boats at
the White Hart, I remember the actor Ronald Shiner
coming over to chat with us.
I also remember Richard Dimbleby, the BBC's first
war correspondent, driving a narrow boat on the
Thames through Sonning. With him were his two
young sons David and Jonathan.

John Tigwell sits once again in h
			

Images from John's family album
his sister Jean and their dog Mi
returns to the RAF in Malta, af
John with his dad messing abou
(bottom right) 1950: The smart
dad, George, is fourth from the
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of a choir boy who keeps coming back

his choir stall in St Andrew's
Picture Sue Peters

ms: (top left) 1946: John with
ickey; (top right) 1960: John
fter being home on leave; 1945:
ut on the river at Sonning; and
Sonning Fire Brigade. John's
left in the back row.

But a very memorable incident was when the
captain of a steamer forgot to lower the funnel going
under Sonning Bridge. The resulting sound when the
funnel hit the bridge was tremendous! It no doubt
caused some damage too.

The ace of clubs. I must be the oldest living ‘Sonning
Club’ member. I joined in 1950 and have paid my
yearly dues ever since. Since this Covid 19 pandemic I
haven’t been there, but hope to soon. And especially
on Armistice Day, after the church service.

Lock down at Sonning meant something very
different when I was a lad. I spent many happy hours
down at the lock helping Mr Prince the Sonning lock
keeper. It was tough work in those days, you had to
physically push the heavy lock gates to open and close
them. It must have been some time in the 1950’s that
electric gates were installed. Oh, that made things so
much easier!
Also, in those days ice cream was sold at the back
of the Lock House: 3d for a wafer, (1¼p today), and 4d
for a choc ice, (now about 1¾ p).
Mr Prince had four sons — Bill, Peter, Norman
and Derek — and one daughter, who everyone called
Tricia. She also joined St Andrew's church choir.
The brothers went on to create Prince Brothers, the
garage in Twyford, and that still exists.

A change of direction. Although we still lived at the
Lodge House, my father began working for Mr & Mrs
Holridge at Sonning House, Pearson Road. They had
two maids that sometimes came to tea with us. One
was a very good pianist, and by watching her play our
piano, I began to learn.
When the Holridges died, their nephew Mr Rumble
and his wife came to live at the house. My father
continued working for them. He drove their beautiful
Armstrong Siddeley. And with their permission,
when old enough, I got to drive it too. Particularly at
the time Mr and Mrs Rumble holidayed in Cornwall
and I went with my father to deliver their golf clubs.

Football. I also played football. I played for Wargrave
Piggott, my senior school, and also for Sonning,
where my aforementioned friend Roly Hunt played in
goal.
Saturday jobs. On Saturday mornings, at 11 years
old, I was pleased to ride the trade bike and deliver
groceries for Miss South, of South’s Grocery in the
High Street. I was paid the princely sum of 1/6d, (that
would be 7½p today).
I did that for a while, until Country Kitchens,
also in the High Street, offered to pay me 2 shillings,
(nowadays 10p), for delivering cakes.
Not only was it more money but when I returned
to the shop I received a piece of chocolate cake and a
cup of cocoa. The cake was delicious but I wasn’t keen
on the cocoa, so, when no one was looking, I poured it
down a gap in the floorboards!

Finally, Mum's the word. My mother was always
busy keeping house and looking after us. But
somehow she also found time to work for Doctor
Bailey in Thames Street. She cleaned the house,
cooked for the family and spent time baby sitting too.
I’ve enjoyed remembering Sonning as I knew it.
Our family lived at the Lodge House until around
1950/51 when we moved to Little Glebe, off Pound
Lane. Since then so many different things have
happened to us all. My sister Jean married Jack,
an ex-Blue Coat School boy in 1957. They came back
to Sonning to live for some years in Grove Cottage,
Pearson Road. They now live in Guildford. I married
Margaret in 1971, we now live in Ruscombe, but we
get back to Sonning often, sometimes with children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren!
St Andrew's Church has always been special for
me. My grandparents are buried there — Harriet
Tigwell 1868 – 1950 and Lewis Albert Tigwell 1867 1937. And I still attend the services!
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SONNING VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGAD

Faced with the growing danger of their farms, homes and possessions being lost by fire, Sonning villagers decided to start the
in 1905. Their dedication and ingenuity led to Sonning Volunteer Fire Brigade becoming pioneers their field. This two-part serie
through the Parish Magazine digital archives and The Sonning Fire Brigade Trust files.
November 1904: First discussion?

At the Parish Council meeting on 3 October the
first hose was discussed. It was suggested that
subscriptions should be asked for to purchase a
stand-pipe and connections and the formation of a
Fire Brigade was also discussed.

July 1905: It’s official!

The village, now boasts of a fire brigade.

October 1905: Serious business!

Considering the brigade is only two months old, the
smart turn out brisk work of the men is extremely
creditable ... under 3 minutes was taken to unload
the hose, fasten it at the main, unroll and join it, and
carry it from the main just outside Mrs Norcutts’
cottage, down the vicarage drive, on to the lawn, and
to play on the vicarage trees with a force of water
which went higher than the roof.
If such progress can be made at starting, it
is worth going seriously into the business and
perfecting ourselves in fire drill during the winter
months. The spirit of voluntary discipline and
prompt obedience to orders is worth cultivating. The
brigade might be of real assistance in saving property
— and possibly life.
At a meeting in Pearson Hall it was decided to
open a list of subscriptions to purchase a standpipe
and a hose.

December 1905: Justified existence

The SVFB, having to all appearance come to stay,
has already justified its existence. Although the
hoot toot of the local fire horn has more than once
considerably jarred on the nerves of more than one of
our well-wishers, its notes have at last given warning
that its services have been seriously required. In the
first instance its call to arms was the burning of Dr
Pallant’s hay ricks, when good service was done in
preventing the spread of fire to adjoining property.
Then on 21 November, the brigade was called to a
fire at the house of Mr Prior, newsagent. Fortunately,
while every preparation was made to cope with a
serious outbreak, it proved to be a bad chimney fire.
The brigade deserves every thanks for their prompt
reply to the call, as even chimney fires sometimes
have a bad habit of spreading, especially when the
surroundings are of a helpful nature.

January 1906: Fund raising

A concert, the proceeds of which will go to the
Sonning Fire Brigade, will be held in the Pearson Hall
on 17 January. May it be well patronised.

February 1906: It was well patronised!

The vicar entertained the choir boys to tea on 17
January and his suggestion to the boys to make
a noise quietly was not supported by a single vote
— judging from results! These results showed
themselves also at the Fire Brigade Concert, to which
all adjourned at 8 o’clock, and did their little best to
enliven from the back of the hall!

May 1906: Fire lacked water

A large barn and outbuildings near the Woodley
railway bridge were totally demolished by fire, owing
to sparks from a passing engine. For a time it looked
as if the Holme Park keepers’ cottage must catch. The
Sonning Fire Brigade were soon on the spot, but the
firemen were greatly hampered by the lack of water.
They saved the cottage, however, and did all that
could be done — and who could do more?

1905: The first Sonning Volunteer
very little equipment. Picture from
Sonning and Sonning Eye Society 2

March 1907: The first manual*

At a general meeting held last August last, it was
decided to raise necessary funds to purchase a
‘manual’. A subscription list was started to enable
the purchase of a Merryweather & Sons engine for
£65. The fund raising netted £5 11s 8d enabling the
brigade to purchase the engine — Merryweather
agreeing to accept £45 on delivery, and the balance in
3 years, free of interest.
*A typical manual operated by most fire brigades was a horse-

1907 A two horse-drawn Merrywe
Picture from Graces Guide: https:/

drawn machine with twin 175 mm diameter pump cylinders,
delivering about 585 litres of water per minute. It was worked by
about 30 men and weighed about 1 ton plus its six-man crew.

November 1907: £2 for the fire fund

A rummage sale held in October realized, after
expenses, £38 3s 5d. A donation of £2 out of it was
given to Sonning Fire Brigade, with the balance
equally divided between the cricket and football
clubs for the improvement of their grounds.

February 1910: Timely church rehearsal

Sonning Fire Brigade had an interesting and
useful afternoon’s work at the church on Thursday
13 January. The idea was to show what they would
do and how their apparatus would cope with fire
at the church and vicarage. Assembling at the
fire-station at 2.57pm, the men turned out with
their manual engine, hose-cart, and 950 feet of
hose. A connection was made with the hydrant at
the gates near The Bull, and at 3.31pm water was
playing, capable of being poured on the church,
though to save damage to the roof it was played
out into the churchyard.

1919: The first Sonning Volunteer F
helmets and uniforms. Picture fro
Tigwell - see pages 22-23.

1922: Another picture from John Ti
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The engine had been run down on to the towpath
and through two lines of hose water from the
river was playing up on to the church at 3.06pm .
At 3.13pm, the order was given to disconnect the
branch, add hose and take to the top of the tower
from which water was playing at 3.21pm, showing
that if it were possible in a fire to get to top of the
tower at all, water could be thrown anywhere over
the church from that point of vantage.
The practice at the church showed that a good
delivery of water from the river could be thrown on
the church, with hose laid across the vicarage garden
and through its fence to the river ... the delivery from
the hydrant near The Bull was not so good…
Afterwards, the brigade practised at the vicarage
and playing from the manual on the towpath with
two jets, one on either side of the house and for the
back premises with hose connected with the hydrant
near the White Hart.
In the evening all dined together at the White
Hart, on the invitation of the vicar, when a pleasant
evening was spent and business in connection with
the apparatus and equipment of the brigade was
discussed. What seemed to be most wanted was 250
feet more hose, and some firemen’s boots. Since the
practice, a sliding 30ft ladder has been purchased.

Herridge, Firemen R Adlem, F Cox and I Prior deadheated with Southall-Norwood Fire Brigade in the
hose cart drill; lost the decider and took 2nd prize.
Brigades competing in the drill included those from
Aldershot, Aylesbury, Henley, Marlow, Newbury,
Oxford, Southall-Norwood and Sonning.

July 1910: Fire moral

It is not perhaps known to all our readers that the fire
brigade are in need of a new engine. In consequence,
they are under the necessity of making a special
appeal for money, and we have great pleasure in
announcing that Mrs Arthur Rose has just made the
handsome donation of £100 towards this object. I am
informed that thanks to this generosity the brigade
are within sight of the six or seven hundred pounds
necessary to make their purchase. Donations, large
or small, will be very gratefully received.

The Sonning Fire Brigade once more proved its
usefulness at the fire on 6 June at three thatched
cottages near Sandford Mill. The cottages were
largely destroyed, but the men were able to save most
of the furniture. One moral of the fire is: Go to any
fire insurance company and insure your furniture.

August 1911: No water, no farmhouse

Our fire brigade turned out promptly for a fire at
Lane’s Farm, Woodley. Their difficulty was that
there was no water. There was plenty in the lake at
Bulmershe, and it was sent on its way to the scene of
the fire; but it could not get down the ditches. The old
farmhouse was burnt to the ground.

October 1914: Just in credit

The Fire Brigade issued its annual balance sheet and
appeals for continued support. It has a credit of £4.

November 1921: Farewell for the horses?

The Fire Brigade, ever on guard for the safety of our
homes and buildings, is desirous of replacing its
old horse-drawn engine by a more powerful motor
machine. On 30 November a whist drive and dance is
to take place to start the fund for purchasing it.

July 1924: Champion fire fighters

Heartiest congratulations from us all to our Fire
Brigade: It entered the Fire Brigade Competition
drills at Henley on 21 June; Second Officer J

October 1933: Bells silenced by fires

What a lot of fire calls we have had during the
dry spell! A great debt of gratitude is due to our
fire brigade for their prompt turning out on these
occasions. Owing to the constant calls we had only
three bells on Sunday, 10 September in the morning
and only four in the evening. This must be a record.

October 1933: Drill champions

The Sonning Fire Brigade took part in the Goring Fire
Brigade Competition on 19 July in motor turn-out
drill and escape drill, and won the British Legion Cup.

December 1935: Invaluable brigade

Mr & Mrs Angell are back at home after a time
of great anxiety owing to a serious fire, which
fortunately was prevented from being worse by the
prompt services of our invaluable fire brigade.

September 1937: New engine wanted

October 1937: Sonning blessings

1. A lovely village.
2. A beautiful lock.
3. A fine village hall.
4. Excellent schools
5. A charming swimming pool.
6. A splendid recreation ground.
7. A first-class fire brigade.
8. Bountiful charities.
9. Above all, a great historic church.
Are we grateful enough for all these many
privileges and blessings? RW Legg, vicar.

May 1938: Another proud reason

What a heavy time the members of our fire brigade
have had since the beginning of the year. All the
more reason for us to be proud of our brigade.
Part 2 of this history of The Sonning Fire Brigade
will be published in our November issue
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ST E P I N TO T H E S E AS O N W I T H O U R LO C A L
E V E N TS TO E X P E R I E N C E

AUTUMN AWAKENING
reception@thegreathouseatsonning.co.uk
0118 969 2277 l www.greathouseatsonning.co.uk

Bright and Fresh
The Professional Carpet,
Upholstery, Curtain and
Leather Cleaning Specialist.
0118 9883026 ~ 07956137308

www.brightandfresh.co.uk
info@brightandfresh.co.uk

Plumbing & Decorating Service
Complete Project Refurbishment
Repairs to Bathroom Suites, Showers
Toilets, Basins, Radiators and more ...

Interior & exterior blinds,
shutters, awnings
& screens
Always excellent service
and great value
www.blinds-reading.co.uk

Full Interior and Exterior Decorating

Call John at Blinds Direct
on 0118 950 4272

Reliable, Clean and Efficient

johndacre@blinds-reading.co.uk

DAVID SHAILES

0770 860 2442
i.plumber@btinternet.com
www.iplumberuk.com
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Charvil artist paints for Ugandan street children
Elisabeth Hobden, a local artist,
recently held an exhibition of Fluid
Art and Cyanotypes at the Old
Fire Station, Henley with the aim
of raising much-needed funds for
Dwelling Places, a well-established
Christian Non-Governmental
Organisation (NGO) dedicated to the
rescue and rehabilitation of streetconnected children, abandoned babies
and high risk slum families in Uganda.

The pandemic is hitting Dwelling Places
particularly hard — a second wave of
Coronavirus has meant total lockdown
with schools closed, and an increased
need to provide not just community
schooling but also emergency food
support to many vulnerable families
already struggling on low incomes.
Lis writes: I first supported
Dwelling Places about 15 years ago
when a friend told me about their
wonderful work which relies entirely
on charitable donations.
Selling a painting is a thrill, but the
real joy comes from seeing how even a
small sum goes a long way in helping
to fulfil the aims of Dwelling Places
— ‘until every child has a chest to rest his
head on and a place to call home’.
Check out their website at http://
dwellingplaces.org to find out more
about their multifaceted work. It’s
inspirational.
If you’re interested in seeing some
of my current work (examples right), I
will be exhibiting in the new Atrium at
Greyfriars Church in Reading during
the month of November. You could also
follow me on Instagram: lis.hobden or
take a look at my website: http://www.
elisabethhobden.co.uk.
A talk by John Painter: Reading Abbey and the Abbey Quarter Tuesday 5 October, 7.30pm.
AGM and Supper: Speaker Sacha Dench, Round Britain Challenge, Saturday 20 November
Film Night in Pearson Hall: 19 October — The Quiet American
To reserve a place contact: Penny Feathers 0118 934 3193 penny.feathers@btinternet.com

Reading Abbey by Chris Wood, commons.wikemedia.org
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RENDEZVOUS IN THE ARK
for senior citizens
We meet every second
and fourth Tuesday
of the month.
To reserve your place
call:

0118 969 3298
WATER SOFTENER SALT
Tablet/
Granular 10kg
• 5 Bags £35
• 10 Bags £60
• 20 Bags £115

Tablet/
Granular 25kg
• 3 Bags £33
• 5 Bags £45
• 10 Bags £88

Harvey Block
Salt 2 x 4kg
• 3 Packs £33
• 5 Packs £45
• 10 Packs £88

Please mention The Parish Magazine when responding to advertisements

studio dfp
complete graphic
and web design
service on your
doorstep
Since 1984 · 0118 969 3633
david@designforprint.org

MUCK ‘N’ MULCH

THE LOCAL COMPOST COMPANY

Email: Martyncollins@portmanpm.com

Organic all purpose horse manure compost
Fully composted and milled to fine crumbly texture
Clean and pleasant to handle — weed free & pet friendly
10 BAGS MINIMUM DELIVERY
Half Pallet: 35 bags — Full Pallet: 70 Bags

FOR OFFERS & PRICES ORDER ON LINE AT

FREE DELIVERY — SPREADING & MULCHING SERVICE AVAILABLE

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
www.salt-deliveries-online.com
Tel 07785 772263 or 0118 959 1796
Unit 2, 6 Portman Road Reading RG30 1EA

24 hour: 0783 143 7989 T: 0179 357 5100
www.muckandmulch.co.uk

Assisted Living | Nursing | Dementia Care | Respite

WELCOMING NEW RESIDENTS!
Studio suites and one-bedroom apartments,
all with en suite wet rooms and kitchenettes
Cliveden Manor, Signature’s care home
in Marlow, provides exceptional care by
compassionate people for both individuals and
couples. The home has a variety of communal
areas and the apartments are typically twice the
size of an average care home.
To find out more or to arrange a visit to our
lovely home, please contact Jan Marples – Client
Liaison Manager

01628 702319 | enquiries.cliveden@signaturesl.co.uk | signature-care-homes.co.uk
210 Little Marlow Road, Marlow, SL7 1HX
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Friends garden party raises £1,261

A traditional English afternoon tea on
August Bank Holiday Monday with a
Pictures: (above)A panoramic view of the
garden party by Keith Nichols and (centre)
selection of sandwiches, scones with jam
Wendy Williams receives her raffle prize
and cream, and a variety of cakes followed
from Bob Hine, FoStAC chairman by Sue
by strawberries, more cream, and a glass of
Main Morris.
bubbly, not only raised £1,261 for the Friends
of St Andrew's Church (FoStAC) but went a
long way to restoring the feeling that life after the pandemic, with all its restrictions, is becoming a little more normal.
FoStAC was set up in 2013 as an organisation with the specific aim of raising funds to be spent on the repair, maintenance
and beautification of the historic St Andrew's Church building. The Garden Party took place in Wendy and Allan Williams
garden which, as in pre-Covid years, made a perfect setting for the event.

... and Sonning Art Group paint together indoors again!
Not only have Sonning Art group been able to meet again
indoors for the first time since the pandemic began, they
had the pleasure of enjoying a renovated Pearson Hall.
Fully aware that the virus has not disappeared they
remained vigilant although this did not stop the usual
excitement of preparing for the Sonning Show and sharing
the work they had done over the last 18 months — not all
the members were able to access the social media pages
used during the pandemic. Among the work shared are
these two watercolours the Elephant by Jill Watkins and
the yacht by Linda Tolworthy.

Charity art fair for NHS staff
With support from the Reading Guild of Artists and Leighton
Park School, the Rotary and Inner Wheel Clubs of Reading
Maiden Erlegh is hosting a Charity Art Fair, 29–31 October,
10am to 4pm, with the popular Art Café, so you can look
forward to some first class home made cakes to go with your
tea and coffee.
All the money raised will go to the Royal Berkshire
Hospital Staff Wellness Centre.
There is a preview evening on Friday 29, from 5-7.30pm.
Tickets are £10 and can be reserved by emailing the Art Fair
secretary at readingcharityartfair@gmail.com
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The Window Cleaner
•
•
•
•

Ever wondered why
Mrs Miggins cat
needed sleeping
pills?

Interior & exterior
All windows, frames, sills & doors
Conservatory cleaning
Fully insured

We provide a reliable, professional service, ensuring that your home
will sparkle. For a free quote call or email

07967 004426

thewindowcleaner1@googlemail.com

24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate
Woodland funerals | Religious and non-religious services

Tel: 01491 573370
www.tomalins.co.uk tomalin@btconnect.com
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG

Are you a naturally curious,
compassionate, caring person
who wants to be part of the
solution?
We’re hiring exceptional home
care assistants.
Contracts for anything from a
couple of hours per week to a full
structured career path in care.
Call us if you want the answer...!
0118 9323 865
www.q1care.co.uk/careers
Unit 7, The Old Mill Trading Estate
Pangbourne, Berkshire, RG8 7HY

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service
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Dr Simon Ruffle writes . . .

Spectacular speculation versus the turgid truth!
‘The doctor won’t see you now,’
‘GPs are hiding behind their Covid-thread-bare sofas’
‘GPs are improving their work-life balance while worsening the lifedeath balance of everyone else’
‘Time to turn up the heat on GPs who won’t see us face to face’
‘Vets serve pets better than GPs do the public’
These are some of the headlines that
GPs and their staff have to read from
our media.
I can tell you from personal
experience that they are untrue and
hurtful. The demoralising nature of
headlines is real and, I do not care, that
commentators will call us 'woke for our
feelings'.
Last week my practice received one
of these articles ripped from the paper
with abusive comments written on it
and posted through our letter box; of
course, anonymously.
As far as I know, the shy poster and
the authors of the above headlines
have never worked in general practice
and have been utterly negligent in
their research for the headlines. They
are relying on anecdote. The plural of
anecdote is not data.
Unfortunately, one of the writers is
an ex-NHS surgeon, who has a history
of 'GP bashing.'
He wrote that the feminisation of
the medical workforce was the biggest
problem in access to healthcare.
Obvious lack of evidence used
in his writing would have seen him
struck off should he have practised
surgery in this manner.

WHOLE STORY
While there are many examples
of care that is unsatisfactory these
examples do not tell the whole story
of what is going on within the NHS
and primary care services. They, do
however, sell newspapers.
All the data that these journalists
could have used is freely available via
NHS digital. The data offered in this
article is from this source.
When I entered general practice in

the 1990's, if a GP got to a patient
list size of 1,750 the family health
services authority, the CCG of its
time, released funding to allow for a
new GP partner at a practice. At the
same time patients consulted their
GP practice three times a year per
patient.
We now have an average list size
in the UK of 2,227 patients per GP,
consulting seven times a year.
Staff numbers have not kept pace,
and neither has real term funding.
During this time the funding into
general practice as a percentage of the
NHS budget has fallen from around
13% to around 7%.

STATISTICS
Meanwhile, just over 90% of all
patient contacts in the NHS are via the
general practice surgery. This equates
to over 300 million consultations
per year and the monthly number of
consultations is 3 million a month
more than pre-pandemic.
There are 61 million people
registered at GP surgeries across the
nation. Between July 2021 and August
2021 an extra 62,000 people registered
with practices.
A rather dry statistic showed
that there was a decrease in whole
time equivalent GPs from 0.52/1,000
patients to 0.46/1,000 in the years
between 2015 and 2020. On the surface
this means little. Converting this
into headline figures this means 3.7
million patients lost their GP. For GPs
remaining in practice we had to absorb
these 3.7 million patients into our
workload.
The NHS workforce data shows that
there are 26,778 whole time equivalent

Simon Ruffle

GPs. 37.5 hours is recognised as a fulltime. Unfortunately, the narrative that
GPs are mainly part-time is suggested
by the days they work and not by the
hours. A GP survey revealed that the
average working day was around 12
hours. This did not include breaks.
In April 2021 a survey with 4,230
GP respondents showed that 50% said
they were currently suffering from
depression, anxiety, stress, burnout,
emotional distress or another mental
health condition.
No enquiry into why few junior
doctors want to become GPs, why GPs
are leaving the profession or retiring
early and an increasing majority that
do not wish to work 5 days or more a
week would not be thorough without
talking about financial resources.
In comparison to the 300 million
appointments GPs provide a year,
accident and emergency sees 23
million patients. However, the funding
for a patient in general practice is
approximately equivalent to two
accident and emergency attendances.
I know I am trying to compare apples
and oranges but will continue as it
costs more to insure a pet hamster
turn to page 33
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For a helpful professional service

FIELDSPHARMACY
Wide range of health advice provided
including private consultation area

1a LONGFIELD ROAD, TWYFORD RG10 9AN
Telephone: 0118 934 1222
Fax: 0118 932 0372
Email: fields.pharmacy@gmail.com

CHRIS the plumber

I offer the same friendly, reliable service as
always but in addition to general plumbing
I now offer domestic and commercial gas
work — boiler repairs, installations, fault
finding, power flush.
Repairs not covered by Homeserve?
Speak to a tradesman, not a salesman!
Emergency call out available

Ask Chris Duvall for a FREE quote
christheplumber75@gmail.com

0785 095 6354

3584769
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HEALTH — 2
turn to page 33

for a year than it does for a general
practice to have a patient on their list.
The money would also buy you two
months subscription to a well-known
brand of satellite TV or four months
mobile phone subscription.

TRANSFORMATION
Before the pandemic the
incumbent Secretary of State for
health was a great advocate for digital
transformation in healthcare and
repeated his predecessor’s promise
of 5,000 more GPs. One has been
realised — during this time he allowed
patients to register with digital GP
services that were based many miles
from their home.
While I am no Luddite, this
excludes the poor, the elderly and, as
such, those in most need of health care
services. It also stripped away funding
from traditional general practice that
then were left with more complex
patients.
At the beginning of the pandemic
we were told to close our doors, to
make patients, staff and surgeries
Covid safe and to work more on the
telephone or online.
What this has led to is an increase
in consultations, albeit more non face
to face.
The narrative is to ‘see your GP,’
not to ‘consult with your GP.’ A mix of
types and styles of consultations has
always taken place, mostly with the

GP and the patient together deciding
which is the best way. It has been
shown since the pandemic that we
have been dealing with more patients,
more appropriately and as we have
not got packed waiting rooms full of
patients. We can bring down patients
in a safer environment and in a more
timely manner.
For example, if a phone call triage
list has a sick child on it, that child
may have sat in the waiting room,
potentially infecting other people; now
we can bring them down earlier in
the day, safely, without other patients
feeling that they have been neglected
or queue jumped and waiting longer in
the surgery.
Difficulty phoning practices,
getting appointments and prescriptions
was already a feature of day-to-day
general practice before the Covid
pandemic.
One of the solutions to help this
was a move away from investing
into individual general practices and
using primary care networks (PCNs)
to employ ancillary staff. So far, this
has not been transformational in
improving GP services and indeed the
public reaction to the current access
problems is that they want to see and,
thus, value their relationship with
their GP.
PCNs did help GP practices group
together to deliver 75% of all the
Covid vaccinations administered in

this country. And as I have presented,
this is also at a time where we are
completing more consultations than
ever.
It is tribute to the personal nature
of our services that GPs have been
attacked as a group — despite us
feeling this individually — for the lack
of investment in services.
Lorry drivers are not being blamed
individually for the lack of their
numbers and capacity; and indeed
would not actually be able to work the
same number of hours that I and most
of my colleagues do, despite us being
seen as less than full-time but working
far greater than 37.5 hours a week.

REBALANCE
Most of my colleagues still believe
that being a NHS GP is a privilege and
is the best way to keep healthcare costs
in this country reasonable without
adding service charges or insurance
policies which is common in most
comparable nations.
I hope in my small way I have
rebalanced the image that poorly
researched articles are depicting the
service is failing patients with the
evidence that more is being done with
less.
More importantly it required
someone working within that service
to report that irresponsible journalism
is demoralising staff and dangerously
frightening patients.

HOME & Garden — 1

Recipe of the month
Cinnamon muffins
Ingredients

— 240g plain flour
— 200g sugar
— 4 teaspoons baking powder
— 1 tablespoon cinnamon
— 1/2 teaspoon salt

— 250ml milk
— 120ml vegetable oil
— 2 eggs
— 2 tablespoons sugar
— 1 teaspoon cinnamon

Method
Preheat oven to 190ºC . Grease 16 muffins cups.
Mix the flour, sugar, baking powder, cinnamon and salt in a bowl Make a well
in the centre of the mixture.
In another bowl, beat together the milk, vegetable oil, and eggs. Pour this into
the well in the other bowl and stir until combined — don’t over mix.
Divide the mixture evenly between the greased muffin cups.
In a small bowl, combine 2 tablespoons sugar and 1 teaspoon of cinnamon.
Sprinkle the cinnamon sugar mixture over the tops of the batter filled cups.
Bake until a cocktail stick inserted in the centre comes out clean, 13-15 minutes.

In the garden
Once upon a time ...
All things once were beautiful
All creatures once stood tall
All things once were wonderful
But now we’ve spoiled them all
Each little flower once opened
Each little bird could sing
We’ve made the earth so poison
To life they barely cling
All things could be beautiful
If only we would try
To care for God’s green garden …
Don’t let our world just die!
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Cruz Kitchens
Bespoke, Made to
Measure Kitchens

DAC Mobility Services
Keeping you on the move

Mobility Scooters
Wheelchairs

Designed | Supplied | Installed

Power Chairs
Stairlifts

Contact Your Local Engineer

07885 750350

Call 0118 961 1295
Email: info@cruzkitchens.co.uk
Visit: www.cruzkitchens.co.uk

dacmobility@gmail.com
Sales . Servicing . Repairs . Callouts

ALL WASTE CLEARANCE
John and his team can clear all waste and
rubbish from your office, house, garden or loft.
He can deal with property clearance for probate
and the demolition of any outbuildings –
sheds, greenhouses, garages, conservatories,
summer houses, etc

We also have a selection of
refurbished mobility scooters.
We come to you!

LICENSED WASTE CARRIERS - NO JOB TOO SMALL!
Free phone: 0800 012 6798
Mobile: 0771 021 2056
email: j.garmston@ntlworld.com

www.dacmobilityservices.co.uk

It’s a new day at Sunrise
As we move into Autumn and the days get shorter, thoughts naturally move
to the future. So what better time to think about what happens next when it
comes to your loved one’s care?
At Sunrise of Sonning, residential, nursing, dementia and palliative care is
not just about providing practical support. It’s about creating community,
friendships and memories.
We encourage our residents to get involved in their home in whatever way
suits them, from flower arranging to being a Sunrise resident ambassador,
retaining and building purpose and self worth.
Over 96% of our residents and team members have received their
second vaccination.

Call 0118 338 2986 or visit SunriseSonning.co.uk for more details.

Sunrise of Sonning
Old Bath Road, Sonning, Berkshire RG4 6TQ
Residential, nursing and dementia care home

25 March 2021
ADV_SON_0821_ParishMagazine_02.indd 1

24/08/2021 12:30
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HOME & GARDEN — 2: A focus on children's issues

Seven tips for teaching children about money
Knowing how to manage your money
is an essential life skill. The staff at
Christians Against Poverty (CAP),
who have experience of helping
families manage their money, have
come up with seven tips to help your
children learn.

1: Encourage a healthy attitude
towards money
Show them that money is a tool. It’s
important to be in control of it —
rather than be controlled by it.
TIP

2: Let them see how you plan
your own finances
You — probably! — put time and
effort into managing your money, so
let your children know this. Let them
see whatever you use — a budgeting
spreadsheet or app — that helps you to
manage your income and spending.
TIP

3: Talk about budgeting
It’s OK not to be able to buy your
children everything they want. It can
be an important learning opportunity
for them. Don’t be afraid to talk about
budgets, and the fact that money is a
finite resource, and is to be used wisely.
TIP

4: Let them practise handling
their own money with an app
If you want your children to practise
their money skills, why not try the
GoHenry app? https://www.gohenry.
com/uk/ Here’s what two CAP parents
said about it:
‘We opened a GoHenry account
initially for our daughter at 10/11. It’s
a loaded-up debit card which got her
used to keeping an eye on her pocket
money, deciding what to spend it on,
and also to using pin numbers/bank
machines etc.’
‘I use GoHenry with my kids. I
have it set up s0 that they get a fixed
amount each week. My son is learning
to check what money he has on the app
before buying. He can also see quickly
how much he has saved up.
'As a parent you can set up
spending limits on it and you get a
notification every time they spend
money, which is really helpful too.’
TIP

TIP 5: Help them learn to save up for
the things they really want
As it gets easier to ‘buy now, pay later’,
it's really useful to teach our children
how and why to save for things.

'We involved our lad in money
conversations from a young age. When
he wanted to buy a particular toy,
and we thought it cheap and tatty we
would discuss whether it was worth
it. Then we agreed to wait a couple of
weeks, save his pocket money, and buy
a better version of it.
'He got a better toy, and also he
learned the value/reward of saving.
Now 15 years old, he can assess what
he wants, think through how best to
buy it, and shop for best deals.'

6: Pocket money can be a useful
tool to practise saving principles
'We have a 9 year old and when she
asks for things, our standard reply
is, ‘yes, you can save for it with your
pocket money’. That has helped her
learn that if you are patient, you can
save for what you want.'

Robert Kneschke, dreamstime.com

... and here's another
tricky question ...

TIP

7: Give them some responsibility
to choose how money gets spent
Finally, don’t underestimate the
power of giving children a bit of ageappropriate responsibility. If they’re
old enough to understand budgeting,
why not put them in charge of deciding
what to buy for pudding this weekend,
or for a day out with the family?
TIP

For more tips on managing money,
take a look at the CAP Money Course,
which includes versions for young
people. https://capuk.org/i-want-help/
courses/cap-money-course/introduction
The above is an edited version of what you will find
at https://capuk.org/connect/keep-up-to-date/
blog/seven-tips-for-teaching-kids-about-money

Piyamas Dulmunsumphun, dreamstime.com

How do you encourage a young child
to eat more vegetables?
The answer sounds stupidly simple:
put more vegetables on their plates.
But recent research at Penn State
University has found that by simply
doubling the amount of vegetables
on the plate, the child ate 68% more
of them. Adding salt and butter
made little difference.
While vegetables will rarely be
more attractive than, say, chicken
nuggets, researchers say that if you
increase the proportion of vegetables
compared to the proportion of meat,
it should encourage the child to eat
more vegetables.
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WELLNESS BY DESIGN

A TAILOR MADE SOLUTION, WHERE LUXURIOUS
INTERIOR DESIGN AND FITNESS EQUIPMENT
COME TOGETHER TO MEET YOUR NEED FOR A
GREATER SENSE OF WELLBEING AND SERENITY
IN YOUR HOME

PROJECT MANAGED FROM CONCEPT TO COMPLETION
JOANNA@SABELLAINTERIORS.COM

WWW.VELVAEREFIT.COM
07780 836747
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the sciences

Fearfully and wonderfully made
By Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, church engagement director at The Faraday
Institute for Science and Religion, Cambridge

Every person was once a sperm and an egg. Those two
unique germ cells fused together and in nine months
turned into a living, breathing, human being. One of
the most important stages of this process is when each
section of the body, from head to rump, takes on its
identity.
In this context, identity means what shape it takes, and
which limbs or internal organs grow there: legs or arms,
lungs or pancreas, and so on.
The source of that physical identity is DNA: the
networks of genes that are switched on or off in each
segment of the body, making all the proteins that are
needed to grow and develop in the right way. The mastergenes that control the whole process are called homeobox,
or Hox genes for short.
The most beautiful thing about the process of body
patterning is the way it brings the dimensions of time and
space together in such a tidy way.

HOX
The Hox genes are organised into several clusters on
the chromosomes, in the order in which they are needed
during development and the order in which they appear
on the body.
As the embryo develops, the cells near the head end
activate the first genes in the Hox clusters. The cells just
below the head then switch on the second genes in the
cluster, and so on. A wave of gene activation passes down
the embryo, specifying each section of the trunk in turn.
Once a Hox gene is switched on it can stay switched on
in the next few sections of cells, and it is the overlapping
activity of the genes which gives each section of the body
its proper identity.

I KNOW FULL WELL
The Wisconsin-based developmental biologist Jeff
Hardin often quotes Psalm 139 to express the wonder of
embryonic development:
For you created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made
your works are wonderful,
I know that full well.
My frame was not hidden from you
when I was made in the secret place,
when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes saw my unformed body;
all the days ordained for me were written in your book
before one of them came to be.
How precious to me are your thoughts, God!
How vast is the sum of them!
Were I to count them,
they would outnumber the grains of sand—
when I awake, I am still with you.

Planning Your
Traditional Wedding?
Then you might like to
discuss the possibility of
marriage in our ancient and
beautiful parish church.
If so, call the vicar, Jamie
0118 969 3298
He will be pleased to help!

In addition to the stunning and historic location in Sonning,
we will work hard to provide you with a memorable and
moving occasion. We can provide a choir, organ, peal of
eight bells, beautiful flowers, over 100 lit candles set in
ornate Victorian chandeliers and the use of our beautiful
churchyard as a backdrop for your photographs.
the church of st andrew SERVING CHARVIL,
SONNING & sonning eye since the 7th century
Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye
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Spread over us the tabernacle of your peace, O God
By Rev Michael Burgess

For nine days at the end of
September Jewish families will
have gathered to celebrate the
Festival of Tabernacles. It is always
a happy season as adults and
children alike join for their Harvest
feast. Many churches will be having
their own Harvest Thanksgivings
at the beginning of this month. We
know this was a custom revived by
Parson Hawker in the Victorian
period, but its roots lie in that
Jewish feast which Jesus knew and
celebrated.
Each family erects a tabernacle or
tent in the garden or back yard. They
will have their meals and spend time
there, relaxing with one another.
The roof of each tabernacle might
have branches of trees covering
it, hung with fruits and fragrant
flowers. The children decorate the
tent with drawings and pictures.
Because it is only a temporary
building for that time of the year,
and because the roof is fragile, it is
a reminder of the journeying of the
Israelites in the wilderness when
their safety rested on the goodness
of God.
It was God who watched over the
people then. It is God who watches
over them now and watches over the
earth, so that it is fruitful, providing
food for their health and happiness.

LEISURE HOUR
This feast is the subject of this
month's picture by Simeon Solomon.
He was a Jewish artist, born in
London in 1840 into a family of
artists. He made his own reputation
through meeting the Pre-Raphaelites
and the poet, Swinburne.
Solomon was a colourful
character of that period, whose
life sadly ended in poverty and
alcoholism. But this wood engraving
was made early on in his life in 1866.
It is part of a series illustrating
Jewish customs, which Solomon
provided for 'Leisure Hour.'
We see an elderly person on the
left making his way into the tent,
and at the other side a mother
leading her children. The walls
outside are adorned with palm
branches and inside the tent a feast

Scanned by Simon Cooke https://victorianweb.org/art/illustration/ssolomon/24.html

of fruits and food await them. The
young boy seems hesitant, wondering
what he will find and clinging to the
hand of his mother. But all is well, for
inside other members of the family
are there to welcome them.

HOSANNAS
Solomon conveys the domesticity
of this feast, and the young boy
outside reminds us that Jesus would
have celebrated this feast with Mary
and Joseph.
They would also have gone up
to Jerusalem to join the thousands
of pilgrims there, as Jesus was to
do later in his adult ministry. Each
pilgrim would carry a branch of
myrtle, palm and willow in one
hand and a citrus fruit in the other,
symbols of the fruits of the Promised
Land. The air would be full of
hosannas and praises to God.
Like the Jewish families at the
Feast of Tabernacles, we shall gather
for our Harvest Thanksgivings. Like
them, we shall thank God for his
faithful goodness in the past.
Like them, we shall look ahead to
the coming of God's kingdom, where
God who feeds us now in food and
drink will nourish us eternally.
Like them, we shall proclaim, 'O
taste and see how gracious the Lord
is: blessed is the one who trusts in
him.'

Book reviews
Extreme Crafts for Messy
Churches: 80 activity ideas for the
adventurous By Barry Brand and
Pete Maidment, BRF, £9.99
Here is a fully revised
and expanded new
edition with 80
activities for Messy
Church sessions.
Designed to appeal to
boys as well as girls,
the book includes
sections on Big Stuff,
Construction, Science, Arty and
Edible Crafts. If you like doing
Messy Church, this book is for you.
Busyness: finding God in the
Whirlwind (Lifebuilder Study
Guides) By Juanita Ryan, IVP, £4.99
Most of us have lives
that are too busy, and
it may seem impossible
to make time to focus
on anything more
‘spiritual’. This study
guide suggests a way
we can live ‘centred’ in
God's loving presence,
in a way that allows all our activity to
flow from that centre. As we entrust
ourselves to God's care, so we can live
in the present, where God is with us,
providing for us.
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PUZZLE PAGE — the answers will be published in the next issue
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Each of the nine blocks has to contain all the
numbers 1-9 within its squares. Each number
can only appear once in a row, column or box.
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Search for 22 words hidden in the grid above
that are from the story below ...
October brings us Harvest Thanksgiving, when
we thank God for all the bounty of Creation. If you
ever doubt God’s generosity towards us, just stroll
down the aisles of your local supermarket: they
are groaning with food of a vast variety, of every
colour, texture and taste that you can imagine. Our
God is a hedonist when it comes to food - He could
have provided just a few basic edible things for us
to eat; instead, the choice seems endless. But in the
midst of all this bounty, take time to remember all
the millions of people worldwide who are starving
this month, desperate for any kind of food. Before
God in prayer, decide how much you can give this
month to one of the many charities who are trying
to help people in need, and be generous.
SUPERMARKET
THANKSGIVING
GENEROSITY
DESPERATE
CHARITIES
STARVING
OCTOBER

CREATION
HARVEST
MILLIONS
ENDLESS
VARIETY
BOUNTY
EDIBLE
CHOICE

FOOD
VAST
PRAY
GIVE
GOD
EAT
HELP

OCTOBER QUIZ: NAME THE MUSICAL THAT THE FOLLOWING LYRIC COMES FROM . . .
1. I’ve got to be there in the morning
2. Tying up my bow tie, putting on my tails
3. The waving wheat can sure smell sweet
4. What a wonderful feeling I’m happy again
5. Me I call myself
6. Happy talk
Oleksandr Nagaiet, Dreamstime.com

WORDSEARCH WEEDS

COVID QUIZ
1. Coronavirus Disease
2. 7 January 2020
3. World Health Organisation
4. Margaret Keenan
5. May Parsons
6. 25 March 2020
7. 28 May 2020
8. Furlough
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Local Trades and Services
ACG SERVICES - LOCKSMITH
Locks changed, fitted, repaired and opened
Door and window locks fitted, UPVC door lock expert
Checkatrade member - Which Trusted Trader
Call Richard Homden: 0149 168 2050 / 0771 040 9216

CLARK BICKNELL LTD - PLUMBING & HEATING
Qualified Plumbing and Heating Engineers Gas Safe
25 years experience - local family run company
Office: 0118 961 8784 - Paul: 0776 887 4440
paul@clarkbicknell.co.uk

INTERSMART LIMITED
Electrical Installation and Smart Home Automation
intersmartuk@gmail.com
		
Elliott — 0777 186 6696
		
Nick — 0758 429 4986

CHIROPODY AND PODIATRY
Linda Frewin MInstChp, HCPC member
General foot care and treatments
25 Ashtrees Road, Woodley RG5 4LP
0118 969 6978 - 0790 022 4999

COMPUTER FRUSTRATIONS?
For jargon free help with your computer problems
PC & laptop repairs, upgrades, installations, virus removal
Free advice, reasonable rates
0798 012 9364 help@computerfrustrations.co.uk
HANDYMAN & DECORATING SERVICES
Reliable and affordable
Small jobs a speciality!
Call Andy on 0795 810 0128
http://www.handyman-reading.co.uk

JAMES AUTOS
Car Servicing, Repairs and MOT
Mole Road, Sindlesham, RG41 5DJ
0118 977 0831
james_autos@hotmail.co.uk

ALL AERIALS
A local business based in Sonning. TV - FM - DAB aerials etc.
Sky dishes. Communal premises IRS systems, TV points.
Free estimates - All work guaranteed
0118 944 0000

MC CLEANING
We are a family business with excellent references
and we are fully insured
All cleaning materials provided
For free quote call: Maria 0779 902 7901

PROFESSIONAL HOME VISIT WILL SERVICE
Thames Valley Will Service
Also Lasting Powers of Attorney and Probate Service
We are still working during the pandemic period
0134 464 1885 tvwills@yahoo.co.uk

THAMES CHIMNEY SWEEPS
0779 926 8123
0162 882 8130
enquiries@thameschimneysweeps.co.uk
http://www.thameschimneysweeps.co.uk
Member of the Guild of Master Sweeps

WANT HELP WITH AN ‘ODD JOB’?
For local odd jobs please call Phil on
0118 944 0000
0797 950 3908
Thames Street, Sonning
SMALLWOOD
Landscaping, garden construction,
patios, lawns, fencing, decking etc
0118 969 8989

info@smallwoodcc.co.uk http://www.smallwoodcc.com
CARER — COMPANION
Experienced lady carer who is local to this area
offers live-in support at competitive rates
Excellent references provided — Contact Louise
0784 226 2583
lasheppard61@gmail.com

AJH ROOFING Co (READING) Ltd
Tiling, Slating and Flat Roofing specialists
36 Chatteris Way, Lower Earley, RG6 4JA
0118 986 6035
0794 447 4070

ajhroofingco.co.uk info@ajhroofingco.co.uk
BIG HEART TREE CARE
Reliable and friendly service for all tree care
NPTC qualified — Public Liability of £10million
0118 937 1929
0786 172 4071

bighearttreecare.co.uk info@bighearttreecare.co.uk
BEECHWOOD CARPENTRY & CONSTRUCTION SERVICES LTD
All types of Carpentry, Kitchens, Renovations
Built-in Cupboards & Wardrobes, Flooring & Doors
78 Crockhamwell Road, Woodley
0776 276 6110
http://www.beechwood-carpentry-construction.co.uk

PAINTER and DECORATOR
Roger McGrath has 25 years experience
Restoration painting work of any size undertaken
For a free quotation call
Roger 0742 332 1179
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CHILDREN'S PAGE
'Come with me across the lake,' Jesus said to his
disciples, so they got into a boat and set out. While
they were sailing Jesus slept.
A big storm blew across the lake and the boat
began to fill with water. They were in great danger.
The disciples went to Jesus and woke him.
They said, 'Master, master, we are going to drown!'
Jesus got up and gave a command to the wind
and the waves, 'Be still, be calm.'
The wind stopped and the lake became calm.
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Parish contacts

Advertisers index

information — 2

Ministry Team
— The Vicar: Revd Jamie Taylor*
The Parish Office, Thames Street, Sonning, RG4 6UR
vicar@sonningparish.org.uk / 0118 969 3298
*Day off Friday
— Associate Vicar: Revd Kate Wakeman-Toogood
revkate@sonningparish.org.uk / 0746 380 6735
On duty Tuesday, Friday and Sunday
— Youth Minister: Chris West (Westy)
youthminister@sonningparish.org.uk / 0794 622 4106
— Licensed Lay Minister: Bob Peters
bob@sonningparish.org.uk / 0118 377 5887
Children's Ministry
— Alison Smyly office@sonningparish.org.uk / 0118 969 3298
Churchwardens
— Stuart Bowman sdbowman73@aol.com / 0118 978 8414
— Liz Nelson liz.nelson1@ntlworld.com / 0118 934 4837
Deputy Churchwardens
— Simon Darvall sdarvall@businessmoves.com 0793 928 2535
— Sue Peters mail@susanjpeters.com / 0118 377 5887
— Molly Woodley (deputy churchwarden emeritus)
mollywoodley@live.co.uk / 0118 946 3667
Parish Administrator		
— Hilary Rennie
office@sonningparish.org.uk / 0118 969 3298
Parochial Church Council
— Secretary: Hilary Rennie 0118 969 3298
— Treasurer: Richard Moore 0118 969 2588
Director of Music, organist and choirmaster
— Hannah Towndrow
music@sonningparish.org.uk
Parish Website: http://www.sonningparish.org.uk
The Parish Magazine: http://www.theparishmagazine.co.uk
— Editor: Bob Peters
editor@theparishmagazine.co.uk / 0118 377 5887
— Advertising and Distribution: Gordon Nutbrown
advertising@theparishmagazine.co.uk / 0118 969 3282
— Treasurer: Pat Livesey
pat.livesey@yahoo.co.uk / 0118 961 8017

— The Parish Magazine is produced by St Andrew’s PCC and delivered
free of charge to every home in Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye.
— The Parish Magazine is printed in the United Kingdom by The Print
Factory at Sarum Graphics Ltd, Old Sarum, Salisbury SP4 6QX
— The Parish Magazine is distributed by Abracadabra Leaflet
Distribution Ltd, Reading RG7 1AW
— The Parish Magazine template was designed in 2012 by Roger
Swindale rogerswindale@hotmail.co.uk and David Woodward
david@designforprint.org

ABD Construction
ACG Services Locksmith
ADD Plumbing
AJH Roofing
All Aerials Sonning
All Waste Clearance
Barn Store Henley
Beechwood Carpentry and Construction
Big Heart Tree Care
Blandy & Blandy Solicitors
Blinds Direct
Blue Moose
Bridge House
Bridges Home Care
Bright and Fresh Cleaning
Bull Inn
Carer Companion
Chimney Sweep, Thames
Chiropody, Linda Frewin
Chris the Plumber
Clark Bicknell
Complete Pest Solutions
Computer Frustrations
Cruz Kitchens
DAC Mobility Services
David Shailes Plumbing & Decorating
Design for Print
Freebody Boatbuilders
Fields Pharmacy
French Horn
Gardiners Nursing
Graham Blake Soft Furnishing
Great House Sonning
Handyman, Decorating
Haslams Estate Agents
Hicks Group
Intersmart Electrical Installations
James Autos
Jones & Sheppard Stone Masons
Just Brickwork
Kingfisher Bathrooms
MC Cleaning
Mill at Sonning
M & L Healthcare Solutions
Mortgage Required
Muck & Mulch
Newgate Car Finance
Odd Jobs
Painter and Decorator
Pearson Hall Sonning
Pennymatters Finance Advice
Q1 Care
Reading Blue Coat School
Richfield Flooring
Sabella Interiors
Shiplake College
Signature Cliveden Manor Care Home
Sonning Golf Club
Sonning Scouts Marquees
Smallwood Garden Services
Style by Julie
Sunrise of Sonning Senior Living
Thames Valley Water Softeners
Thames Valley Wills Service
Tomalin Funerals
Velvaere Studio
Village Hamper
Walker Funerals
Water Softener Salt
Window Cleaner
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BRIDGE HOUSE
of TWYFORD

Because you deserve
the very best

Welcome to Bridge House Nursing Home
Established for 35 years, the elegant Georgian Grade II listed Bridge House has extended its facilities to
include a beautiful, light-filled and airy purpose built nursing home.
Our philosophy is built upon helping residents maintain their independence and dignity, whilst ensuring
their needs and expectations are fully met. We believe that being independent means having the freedom
of choice and flexibility over how the day is spent. Working closely with families and professionals
is fundamental in delivering and maintaining the required level of health and wellbeing.
At Bridge House, our comprehensive facilities and care provision is designed to deliver skilled,
professional and individually planned care in an unobtrusive manner.

Call 0800 230 0206

Visit www.bridgehouseoftwyford.co.uk
INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING • NURSING HOME
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The French Horn,
Sonning. Quality.
A continuing commitment to
wonderful food and wine.

0118 969 2204

www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk

