Trainee Spotlight: What does Evaluation Mean to You?
An interview with Mary-Frances Smith, Jenae Gauthier, Jessica Haight and Cristian Neves

Mary-Frances
What program are you doing?
I am in the first year of the thesis based Masters
Of Arts in Community Engagement (MACE) in the
School of Public Health.

Evaluation
allows us to
make good
decisions

Why did you join the ECN?
I've been aware of the ECN for a while now, and
was part of the initial workshops as the ECN was
being developed. It is amazing to see the network
they've developed and the projects they’ve
supported. Coming from the early childhood field,
I am interested in building capacity of evaluation
within the sector for the improvement of practices
and policies for children, educators, families, and
community.

What are you excited to learn about?
I am super excited to uncover the connections the
ECN has, understand the capacity building
opportunities, engage in the movement of
knowledge, and help create responsive practices
in early childhood. As well, I am looking forward to
learning about the evaluation process to help
move the early childhood sector forward.

What does evaluation mean to you?
Evaluation allows us to make good decisions for
improving practices and policies. Sometimes it can
be overwhelming to engage in evaluation but it is
a practice we do everyday. Child care educators
make hundreds of decisions within a day. It is my
hope that with evaluation capacity, the bigger
decisions are made that promote the wellbeing of
children, families and communities and support
the work that educators do.

How can people contact you?
You can reach me at maryfra1@ualberta.ca

Jenae
Evaluation
allows us to
understand
what is going
well and what
needs to be
improved upon

What program are you doing?
I am a 3rd year undergraduate student at the
UofA in the Bachelor of Arts program, majoring in
Psychology. I am completing an internship with
the ECN through the Arts Work Experience (AWE)
program.

Why did you join the ECN?
I was looking to gain practical work experience in
a professional setting, and I wanted to add a layer
of depth to my education. Working with the ECN
will help me develop valuable knowledge and skills
needed to succeed in my future career.
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What are you excited to learn about?
I am excited to learn more about communitybased research and evaluation! I am also
looking forward to improving my leadership
skills and learning more about how to engage
various audiences.

I learned that not only is it important to have access to
data, but you must mobilize and utilize your findings to
generate change. Evaluation is an amazing tool that
allows individuals and organizations to understand
what is going well and what could be improved upon,
thereby providing them with the knowledge and power
to improve their practice, program or policy.

What does evaluation mean to you?
Taking the ECN's spring course UEval
significantly improved my understanding of
evaluation.

How can people contact you?
You can reach me at jsgauthi@ualberta.ca

Jessica
With
evaluation as a
tool,
individuals and
organizations
can create
meaningful
change

What program are you doing?
I am starting a Master of Science in Health
Promotion and Socio-behavioural Sciences in
the School of Public Health at the University of
Alberta. I moved to Edmonton (from
Vancouver) about a month ago!

Why did you join the ECN?
I recently completed a Bachelor of Arts in
Psychology at McGill University in Montréal.
Through my health psychology courses, I
became interested in the evaluation and
improvement of organization and community
programs and interventions related to health
outcomes. This interest led me to discover the
ECN. After connecting with Rebecca and
hearing about all of the incredible projects
being conducted in developing evaluation
capacity I really wanted to join the ECN!
I am so excited to be joining the ECN as a
Graduate Research Assistant and I cannot wait
to get involved in projects and contribute to
the team!

What are you excited to learn about?
I am excited to strengthen my skill set and gain
more experience in community-based
research.

I am also excited to conduct a research thesis that
contributes to the community in a meaningful and
responsible way.
What does evaluation mean to you?
To me, evaluation is not only a source of knowledge,
but a tool that can empower individuals and
organizations to responsibly and effectively develop
their practices, programs, and policies based on
evidence. With evaluation as a tool, individuals and
organizations can create meaningful change in the
communities that they are serving.

How can people contact you?
You can reach me at JBHaight@ualberta.ca.
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Cristian
Evaluation has
the power to
validate the
actions of an
organization

What does evaluation mean to you?
To me, evaluation - as part of an attitude of
continuous improvement in an organization has the power to validate the actions of that
organization both for the organization itself and
for the systems that surround it. In the context
of my personal pursuit, evaluation has the
power to turn a patient organization into an
agent that has an impact at the decision-making
levels, which is the ultimate achievement of a
patient advocate.

How can people contact you?
You can reach me at cneves@ualberta.ca

What program are you doing?
I am a first year MA student in Community
Engagement at the School of Public Health.

Why did you join the ECN?
I joined ECN with the interest of developing
evaluation skills, to position the voice of
communities in a language that matters to those
who make decisions, and that allows to bring
forward evidence of good practices. ECN provides
the appropriate context to learn the technical,
contextual, and relational aspects of the evaluation
processes, with a systemic perspective and focused
on relational and care ethics. I have learned the
importance of reading the context and
understanding the ontology of organizations to
make meaningful assessments. To me, ECN is a
stepping stone for organizations to make a change
in the world.

What are you excited to learn about?
I am excited to integrate new paradigms and forms
of relationship to community-based research that
reflects the humanization of science. I would like to
embody new forms of constructing meaningful
knowledge with communities.
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