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— Saturday 6 November, Russell Lee Ashdown and Sarah Louise Hubbard
— Wednesday 24 November, Richard John Bennett funeral service at Reading
Crematorium
— Saturday 27 November, Peter Eliot Goodacre, funeral service in St Andrew's
Church followed by burial in the churchyard
— Thursday 9 December, John Frederick Roach, memorial service in St Andrew's
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The vicar's letter
DE A R F R I EN DS,
2022 promises to be an historic year as we look forward to the Platinum
Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen. Each of the three communities within
our parish will be preparing for this major celebration and we as a church
will be playing our part in this. In the midst of the bank holiday weekend
we shall be hosting a service of celebration which will involve two public
figures who have worked with Her Majesty at the most senior national
level. Never before has our country, or any other for that matter, had
a Head of State serve for this length of time, and to have done so with
such distinction, is worthy of a huge national celebration.

MAGAZINE LEGACY
The last British Monarch to come close to this record was of course
Queen Victoria. Our parish had a link with her reign in that the former
vicar, Canon Hugh Pearson, served as both Canon of Windsor and as
'Her Majesty’s Deputy Clerk to the Closet', a title that might lead to
misinterpretation these days! Canon Pearson certainly left his mark
on this parish, with the main street in Sonning and village hall being
named after him. 2022 marks the 140th anniversary of his death and
I believe it would be right to mark this at his grave in our churchyard
in April. Very few vicars are still spoken of after the lifetimes of those
they served, so his tenure here was a remarkable one indeed. One legacy
that continues today, and indeed thrives, is this magazine, founded by
Pearson in 1869 and he then edited it. It is believed to be the oldest,
continuously published parish magazine in Britain, and under the
present editor it has just won another national award, for 'best overall
content'. Huge congratulations to Bob Peters and the team.

800th ANNIVERSARY

There is a list of the vicars of this parish on the wall in church. It was
a slightly sobering experience to see my own name there in a list that
goes back exactly 800 years. Vitalis is recorded first on the list from
1222, though there were many others before him, but no records exist
before that year. Many stayed for a long time, and some went on to more
senior roles, including Robert Wright, who became Bishop of Litchfield,
and the last but one vicar, Christopher Morgan, who became Bishop of
Colchester. There were a number who are remembered for perhaps the
wrong reasons, including one who went about the parish with a sword
and was known as 'a raiser of quarrels'. Another who got caught up in a
grave robbing scandal and another who apparently wouldn’t leave his
bedroom in the old Vicarage and so the dead would be brought to below
his window and he would read the order for burial from his bed. An early
example of working from home! Most of them have of course served
this church and parish faithfully and their collective legacy can be seen
in the growing and vibrant life we share in together at St Andrew’s. We
shall be marking this 800th anniversary later this year when the Bishop
of Oxford will come and lead a Confirmation service. This will be an
opportunity for both celebrating the important step of faith being made
by our candidates and also for the collective ministry of all, clergy and
laity alike, who have gone before us in this place.
I wish you all a happy New Year!
Jamie

6 The Parish Magazine - January 2022

Please mention The Parish Magazine when responding to advertisements

the parish noticeboard — 1
Winter Issue

Private Hair
and Beauty Salon
| Hair Cutting and Beauty Therapy
| Experts in Colouring and Permanent Waving
| Hairdressing for Men, Women and Children
@stylebyjulieReading
@stylebyjulie
@stylebyjulieRG

Badgers Rise,
Woodley, Reading,
RG5 3AJ

0118 4378178
salon@stylebyjulie.co.uk
www.stylebyjulie.co.uk

Banish limescale with a
TwinTec Water Softener
• Enjoy a scale-free kitchen and bathrooms
• Protect and improve the efficiency
of your boiler
• Lower your energy bills
• Reduce time spent cleaning
• Enjoy softer skin and shinier hair
No buttons or routine maintenance: it’s easy

Call for a free installation
survey or quote
Twyford: 0118 9344485
Finchampstead: 0118 9733110
thamesvalleywatersofteners.co.uk

10
YEAR

G UA R A N T E E

THAMES VALLEY
WATER SOFTENERS

the parish noticeboard — 1

Notices

The Parish Magazine - January 2022 7

Remembrance 2021

Confirmation

Confirmation is a special church service in which a person
confirms the promises that were made when they were
baptised.
If you were baptised at a christening when you were a
child, your parents and godparents made these promises
on your behalf. As a young person or adult, you may be
ready to affirm these promises for yourself and commit
your life to following Jesus Christ.
At a Confirmation service, you make these promises
for yourself. Your friends and family as well as the local
Christian community will be there to promise to support
and pray for you. The bishop will lay hands on your head
and ask God’s Holy Spirit to give you the strength and
commitment to live God’s way for the rest of your life.
The Bishop of Oxford will be leading our service
though the date is yet to be fixed. Preparation for the
service is in the form of a number of informal sessions,
which will begin in September. There will be separate
groups for young people and adults. If you would like
to find out more or have a general discussion about
Confirmation please contact a member of the ministry
team.

Indy Buddulph

The Epiphany Family Service

Family Services on the first Sunday of the month, which
have not been possible because of Covid restriction,
restarted in December. At the Family Service on Sunday
2 January we will be celebrating The Epiphany which
traditionally falls on the 12th day of Christmas, ie 6
January, and marks the magi's visit to baby Jesus.
Everyone of all ages is welcome to join us for this special
day in the Church year. (See page 9)

Morning Prayer in St Andrew's Church

Morning Prayer will now be held twice weekly in school
term-time at 9.30am every Tuesday and Friday morning.
During school holidays please check the Week Ahead
notices for service details.

Covid Restrictions

At the time of writing a tightening of Covid restrictions
seemed likely, so please check on the St Andrew's website
for any changes before attending any services or other
events. If anyone in your household is exhibiting Covid-19
symptoms, or has tested positive, you are respectfully
asked not to attend.

Georgina Williams
Top: Members of The Royal British Legion gather for the annual
Remembrance Sunday service in St Andrew's. (See page 15)
Bottom: About 60 residents, family members and carers attended the
Armistice Day service at Sunrise, most of whom placed a poppy in a
memorial tray to remember loved ones who served in the armed forces.

Sunday at Six
Having held the third Sunday at Six service in November
we are pleased to hear how much people are enjoying it.
One person said 'the worship was just wonderful, we
loved it' and another commented 'it is so accessible and
relaxed, we will most certainly be back!'
Sunday at Six aims to be just that. A relaxed space to
worship, pray and hear some great and accessible teaching.
It takes place in The Ark on the fourth Sunday of each
month at 6pm. For more details:
sundayatsix@sonningparish.org.uk

For your prayers in January
— Those thinking of being Confirmed
— Preparations for advertising for the new choral scholars
— The developing chaplaincy work at Piggott School
and Westy’s growing ministry there
— The work of Age UK
A41cats, dreamstime.com
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Gardiner’s Homecare is an established family
business that has been serving the local community
since 1968. Proudly supporting people to continue
to enjoy living independent lives in their own homes
for as long as possible.

BOOK A BEAUTIFUL
NIGHT STAY WITH
US.
RECEIVE 15% OFF
QUOTE THE CODE
FST1845

Our team of experienced care workers can provide
help with personal care, medication, overnight stays,
housework, companionship and much more. You will be
assigned your own Care Manager who will work closely
with you to ensure you receive the care and support
that is tailored to your personal wishes and needs.

TAKE AWAY
FISH AND CHIPS £10

The Bull Inn, Sonning on Thames

For more information, contact us on

0118 334 7474

Berkshire RG4 6UP, T: 0118 969 3901

e: bullinn@fullers.co.uk www.bullinnsonning.co.uk

www.thebmgc.com
10% of the value of your first order will be donated to the new community hall fund when you quote Ref: BMGC-CH

• PVC banners
• Pull-up banners

• Shop signage
• Posters
• Exhibition systems

• Point of sale
• Corporate branding

• Signage for commerce

• Window graphics
• Graphic design

• Bespoke wall coverings

• Vehicle livery
• Installation services

For cost effective, locally produced, quality graphics call us on
The Homestead, Park Lane, Charvil, Reading RG10 9TR

0118 934 5016
email: sales@thebmgc.com
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The Epiphany — a new beginning for the wise
Although the 12 days of Christmas ends on 6 January with
the celebration of The Epiphany, it does not mark the end
of one of history's greatest world changing events, but the
beginning of a new way of life that today 2.5 billion of the
world's 7.8 billion people adhere to.
The Epiphany celebrates the visit of the wise men to the
young child and in doing so became the first Gentiles to
worship Jesus as their spiritual king.
It is thought that Jesus was about 18 months old, when
the wise men from the East arrived — Herod, who believed
the arrival of a new king threatened his powerful position,
declared that all boys up to 2 years old were to be killed.

WHO WERE THEY?
We don't know who the wise men were, or how many
of them there were. Matthew calls them ‘magi’, an ancient
priestly caste from Persia, who devoted themselves to
astrology, divination and the interpretation of dreams.
This does not necessarily mean they came from Persia
— some scholars believe they may have been from southern
Arabia where astrology was practised and because the
Arabian caravan routes entered Palestine from the east.
Southern Arabia was also where, about 900 years earlier,
the Queen of Sheba lived. When visiting King Solomon she
would have heard the prophecies about a Messiah being born
to the Israelites.
The devotion of the magi to astrology is significant
because it has been suggested that the Star of Bethlehem
that guided them towards the baby Jesus could have been
a great conjunction of bright planets such as an event that
happened in December 2020 when Jupiter and Saturn came
together. They suggest that on 17 June 2BC a similar event
happened when Venus and Jupiter came together*.

An Epiphany stained glass window

Waarmel, dreamstime.com

Bethlehem. By the nature of their work, shepherds were,
according to Jewish law, unclean and therefore considered to
be unworthy of worshipping God in the Temple, or indeed,
anywhere else.

WHY THREE GIFTS?

THE 'OTHERS'

As well as not knowing exactly where the magi had
travelled from, or how many of them there were, we know
from Matthew 2:11, that they knelt down and offered Jesus
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
In time, these three gifts evolved into the idea that
there were three magi. In the 3rd century a church father,
Tertullian, called them 'kings', and by the 6th century they
had the names of Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthasar.
While we will never know exactly what was in the
minds of the magi, or the reason for their gifts, a feasible
explanation was suggested in Victorian times by Rev John
Henry Hopkins, an American Episcopalian minister, who
wrote in 1857 his much-loved Christmas carol: We Three
Kings of Orient Are.
Gold, said John Henry was a gift given to a king.
Frankincense was traditionally used by priests as they
worshipped God in the Temple, and myrrh was a spice used
in preparing bodies for burial. Thus we have gold because
Jesus was King of the Jews, frankincense because he was
to be worshipped as divine; and myrrh, because he would
become a sacrifice and die for his people.
More significantly, the wise men were the first gentiles
to worship Jesus. The first worshippers on the night that
Jesus was born were Jewish shepherds from the hills outside

Like the unclean shepherds, the wise men from the East
were also considered unclean by the Jewish leaders. Later in
his life Jesus, who often said that he had come first for the
Jews, never ruled out the Gentiles. In the Gospel of John,
Jesus says: 'I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my
sheep know me just as the Father knows me and I know the Father
and I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not
of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my
voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.' John 10: 14-16
The 'other sheep' are clearly the Gentiles and the story of
the birth of Christ with the worshipping shepherds and magi,
makes it clear that Jew and Gentiles who follow the teaching
of his Son are, in the eyes of God, equals.
Both the unclean Jewish shepherds and the Gentile magi
made a great effort to stop whatever they were doing and to
go and worship Jesus, their long promised Messiah. Compare
their efforts with the high priest and religious leaders whom
the wise men saw in Jerusalem. They knew only too well
the prophecies of their coming Messiah, but not one Jewish
religious leader travelled to look for him in Bethlehem. And
it was only six miles down the road from their temple in
Jerusalem!
*https://astronomy.com/news/2020/12/the-star-of-bethlehem-canscience-explain-what-it-really-was
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STAY
St

STAY on Friday

Throughout November we had some
popular Youth Clubs with 50-55 young
people attending each week. As well
as a few activities such as pool, nail
bar, football etc, we also had the
pleasure of the junior choir singing a
carol to encourage others to join them.
Plus we had an amazing Dodgeball
tournament with teams of six battling
it out for the crown.

STAY in Schools

We had the privilege of taking lots of
exciting assemblies, advocacy groups,
topic days, and prayer meetings in all
four local schools. This included the
Wargrave Piggott Christmas Assembly
address and a Soulscape day with
year 10. At Sonning, the year 5 class
looked at incarnation and there were
assemblies on Advent and Christmas.

Deanery Synod

With all the work we do in the local
schools, the Deanery Synod invited
three local chaplains, and the diocese
chaplaincy advisor, Charlie Kerr, to its
November Zoom meeting. I had the
privilege of sharing a positive story
of how one lad I mentor was the only
member of his family to complete year
11 and, after months of me praying,
there was 'a small miracle' (the
student's exact words) of healing with
one of his family members.

Beavers visit St Andrew’s

To complete their faith badge, local
Beaver groups visited St Andrew’s
where we spoke about what being a
Christian means and what the parts of
the church are called. They each wrote
a prayer thanking God for those who
had given their lives while at war.

Youth Ministry Training

Each year nearly 1,000 UK youth
workers gather to worship, share
ideas and meet new people at the
Youthscape National Youth Ministry
Weekend, held in Birmingham. It
was a fantastic time of informative
seminars, creative workshops and
amazing worship.

STAY Detached Project

With the weather getting a lot
colder, we have started serving hot
chocolate to the young people of
Charvil each Thursday after school.
The last Thursday in November we
served 45 hot chocolate mountains,
which includes squirty cream and
marshmallows!

As always, please call me on 0794 622 4106 or
for any reason or to chat about ideas of how to

email: youthminister@sonningparish.org.uk
o better support our young people — Westy!
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The Persecuted Church: Focus on Egypt by Colin Bailey

Good news from Egypt in 2021

2015: Security guards and police guard a Christian church in Cairo

Maximn, dreamstime.com

It is illegal for Christians to worship in an unlicensed church building in Egypt,
but a programme has started of registering churches and church buildings.
Applications started once Ottoman-era restrictions on church buildings were
repealed in 2016. At the beginning of 2021 there were 1,930 churches waiting to be
granted licences under the Law for Building and Restoring Churches. Prime Minister
Madbouli urged the speeding up of licensing. By April, Egyptian authorities had
reached the halfway mark in licensing churches. This brought the total granted
official recognition to 1,882.
On one day in November, 63 churches and affiliated buildings were licensed by
the Egyptian Cabinet committee. It was the 21st batch of registrations and brought
the number of licensed churches to 2,021 — 3,730 had applied.
In March, the teaching of Christianity and Judaism was to be introduced
into schools and in April, it was reported that President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi had
apologised on behalf of the nation when an appeal court acquitted three Muslim
men charged of stripping naked an elderly Christian woman and dragging her
through the streets during mob violence.

'AN OASIS OF STABILITY'
In August, Christians were saying that their situation is better than anyone
can remember. President al-Sisi has been quick to support Christians verbally and
practically whenever anti-Christian incidents occur. Barnabas Fund reported that
although there have been a few kidnappings of Christians, the government has
exerted itself to get the hostages released. The extremist Muslim Brotherhood has
become less influential since Al-Azhar University has controlled most of the mosques.
In October, it was announced that Egypt was to lift its nationwide state of
emergency that had been imposed four years previously, following bomb attacks
against churches. Suicide bombers had targeted two major churches on Palm
Sunday 2017, killing at least 65 people and injuring 126. Responsibility for the blasts
had been claimed by ISIS. At the time of the bombings, Egypt was experiencing
a growing wave of violence linked to IS militants, much of it targeted against
Christians, particularly in the north east Sinai region.
The decision to lift the ban was announced by President al-Sisi via Facebook on
25 October: Egypt has become, thanks to its great people and its loyal men, an oasis of
security and stability in the region.
Please pray for Egypt, its president, prime minister and its people, and that the
whole Muslim community of Egypt will follow their president’s lead in treating the
Christian minority as respected equals.

References and further reading

https://barnabasfund.org/news/egypt-lifts-four-year-state-of-emergency-imposed-after-church-bombings/
https://www.facebook.com/BarnabasFund/posts/10159385328465726
https://www.facebook.com/BarnabasFund/photos/10151828779630726/10159252291890726
https://fal.cn/3eW8K		
https://fal.cn/3e8YH
https://www.facebook.com/BarnabasFund/photos/a.10151828779630726/10158984279065726
https://www.facebook.com/BarnabasFund/photos/a.10151828779630726/10158944839790726
https://www.facebook.com/BarnabasFund/posts/10158905315065726
https://www.facebook.com/BarnabasFund/photos/a.10151828779630726/10158847771755726
https://www.facebook.com/BarnabasFund/posts/10158710692435726
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Independent And FREE Advice For All Individual & Company Members
•

Switch to an alternative scheme – If you are currently insured, switching to a competitor can mean substantially lower rates

•

Pre-existing conditions covered – It is often possible to include pre-existing medical conditions currently covered by your existing provider

•

Improve your coverage – We can frequently improve your cover whilst also lowering the cost of your premium

•

Complexities of different schemes – In many cases, people are over insured – we can ensure you are covered with a scheme that
meets your individual needs and requirements

•

Full cover for cancer treatment – Many polices do not cover cancer in full – we are able to advise on your current level of coverage

For further information, please call Steve Maguire at M&L Healthcare Solutions:-

PHONE 01628 945944 or 01223 881779
Email: steve.maguire@mlhs.co.uk

quoting ref: The Parish Magazine

M&L Healthcare Solutions is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA Reference number 554206)

A.D.D. Plumbing & Heating

THE FUNERAL PEOPLE

A FAMILY BUSINESS SERVING
SONNING SINCE 1826

READING
HENLEY
CAVERSHAM

0118 957 3650
01491 413434
0118 947 7007

ALSO AT MAIDENHEAD, BRACKNELL, WOKINGHAM, THATCHAM

TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY FUNERAL
SERVICE AND DIRECT CREMATION
FLORAL DESIGN & MONUMENTAL MASONRY
PRE-PAID FUNERALS, LATER LIFE LEGAL SERVICES
BEREAVEMENT CARE
WWW.ABWALKER.CO.UK

Heating installation, servicing & repairs
All domestic plumbing
Free written estimates
No job too small
Local and fully insured
References available
0118 934 4624 or 07932 072912
www.addplumbingsolutions.co.uk

In-Home Services for
Seniors by Seniors.

We provide friendly and dependable seniors to help
with services such as light housework, transportation,
shopping, personal care, companionship...and much
more. It’s like getting a little help from your friends.

Contact us today 01628 302 132

SELECTED

Independent
FUNERAL HOMES

For more information contact:
steve@seniorshelpingseniors.co.uk
www.seniorshelpingseniors.co.uk
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On reflection . . .

By Elizabeth Spiers

Noah and the
mercy of God
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From the desk
of the editor
editor@theparishmagazine.co.uk

Why I am as busy in
Advent as always!
Yafit Mo
shensky
, dreams
time.com

You probably remember the story of Jonah and the
Whale from Sunday School. This popular ‘tale’ tells how
Jonah was swallowed by a whale after refusing to obey
God. Jonah clearly had no problem hearing God speak
but he obviously didn’t like what he heard.
God told him to go to Nineveh which was an evil city with
an evil king. Their fearsome reputation was legendary.
The people were cruel and barbaric, especially in their
dealings with enemies and foreigners.
No wonder Jonah didn’t want to go. Instead, he boarded
a boat going in the opposite direction. In other words, he ran
away. Except that you can’t run away from God. Psalm 139
tells us:
If I take the wings of the morning or dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea, even there shall your hand lead me,
and your right hand shall hold me.

RICH IN MERCY
God commanded a great storm to arise, and Jonah was
eventually pushed overboard to save the passengers and
crew. Cue the entry of the whale. In his distress, Jonah
turned back to God, was rescued from his situation, and
given a second opportunity to obey Him. This time Jonah
went to Nineveh and began speaking the message that
God had given him, that all Nineveh would be destroyed
in 40 days. This message had a profound effect on the
inhabitants of Nineveh and the whole nation repented
and believed in God. God saw their repentance, forgave
them, and didn’t destroy the city. A happy ending then?
Not for Jonah! He was furious with God for having
mercy on such an evil people. This, he says, is why he ran
away. He knew God was slow to anger and rich in mercy,
but he wanted judgement on the city, not mercy. They had
committed many atrocities and Jonah wanted to see them
pay dearly for them.

Usually the first two weeks of December are extremely
busy for me. Not only does the January issue — which is
put together during the first two weeks of the month —
take longer than usual to produce because almost all the
advertising pages require changes to the layout, but in the
past, it has also been the time when I took my collection of
Nativity sets into schools and clubs for a Christmas talk.
Covid has rendered this impossible again this year so in
theory I should have had plenty of time to get on with the
magazine. However, not only did I think this, but so did my
family who have a knack of finding things for me to do!
Last year our eldest daughter, Rebecca, and her husband
Corin, opened a plastic free, environmentally friendly food
shop. It is the type that I remember as a child. All the food
is kept in bulk in hoppers and if, for example, you want
some porridge oats, whatever amount you wanted would be
shovelled into a paper bag or your container — if you took
one along with you. My favourite was always a huge tub of
broken biscuits and I lived in hope that the shopkeeper will
scoop up some chocolate ones!

A CHRISTMAS REMINDER
One of the important things about running a traditional
village shop is enticing people inside and with this in mind
Rebecca and Corin were discussing their Christmas window
decorations and the friendly competition there is among the
local shopkeepers.
I jokingly suggested that if they wanted something that
was really to do with Christmas and would therefore be
different from all the other windows in the street, I would
fill it with my nativity sets, although there would not be
room for all 150+ of them. My joke backfired and I have just
returned from spending the last three days dressing their
shop window ... which happens to be in Bovey Tracey, Devon!
This year, the first two weeks of December are not as busy
as always, it is busier. My only hope is that passersby will be
reminded of why we celebrate Christmas!

JUDGED
Isn’t that just like us? We are happy to take a second
chance, but we so often want someone who has hurt us or
sinned against us to pay for it. That they don’t pay seems
unjust and unfair, especially if we have behaved well. But
our God is a God of love, who sent His own Son to pay the
penalty for our sins. He has been incredibly merciful to
us. Shouldn’t we be merciful to others?
For the one who has shown no mercy will be judged
without mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment. James 2:13

Sue Peters
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• Samples to view in your home/office day/evening
• Free Advice / FreeQuotes
• Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved
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A memorable Remembrance
Claude Masters remembers Remembrance
— and his cats!

Arriving early for the Remembrance
Service, I sat in the pews thinking that
it was good to see so many faces that
I could not remember seeing before.
Strangely, I also thought, I have seen
many different things in this church,
and in the churchyard, not only people
but birds, butterflies and, of course,
quite a few dogs, but never a cat . . .
'Winkle! Winkle! Winkle!' yelled my
mother as she stood at the door trying
to entice the cat in for the night. Even
as a child I was a little embarrassed
about this name for the family pet.
My mother’s widowed father, and
whatever evacuee from blitzed London
was lodged on us, lived with my parents
and a black cat that was the only pet
I remember having. My mum and
grandfather were always full of fun so
it’s no surprise they called it Winkle.
l don’t know whether it was a
neutered Tom cat or a Molly but it
certainly wasn’t a Queen as it never had
kittens.
I cuddled it in bed and it would have
stayed there all night had I not been
told by a friend that he knew someone
that did that and both he and the cat
were dead in the morning. So I pushed it
out when I wanted to go to sleep, which
was the sensible thing to do anyway.

Jess
There was no such thing as cat litter
trays, so one had to hope that the cat
would do its business in the garden. The
first and only time I heard my father
swear was when he trod in what the cat
had planted just inside the door.
It had a habit of bringing trophies
indoors and one day, in fledgling
season, it caught about half a dozen
birds and laid them in a perfectly
straight line along the edge of the lawn.
Some 20 years later when my
children were toddlers we had a kitten
and a puppy — Candy and Floss.
Initially they were about the same size
and they fought ferociously but when

Pictures: Indy Biddulph

putting your hand between them there
was no aggression whatsoever, it was
pure play. The kitten looked Siamese
but its father must have been an
alley cat that had a night on the tiles.
However, it had a good temperament
and grew into a lovely pet.
Both animals went with us in our
caravan and the cat recognised it as
home. When we upgraded the caravan
we sold it to our friends who came
with us for their first outing. With the
caravans sited next to each other the cat
got confused and leaped through their
open window landing on them when
they were in bed fast asleep. They have
never forgotten it.
Since moving to our present home
we did not have any pets until last
summer when my daughter asked us to
look after her cat while she went to the
Channel Isles with her three dogs.
The cat settled in well and we
enjoyed having her so she is now
permanently in our care giving a new
focus to our lives. The cat is called Jess
but unlike dogs, cats don’t respond to
a name, so I call her whatever comes to
mind — ‘Moggy’, ‘Pesky Puss’, ‘Get out
of the way cat!’
A cat would certainly not have been
welcome at the Remembrance service
either. There was no service last year
and this one was not quite the same as
usual. There was no parade through the

Claude's
view
from
the
pew

village and the Salvation Army band
was not there. However, as usual, the
Sonning branch of the Royal British
Legion mustered and led by the Union
Jack, their colours and those of the
uniformed organisations where proudly
paraded into church.
The Sonning branch has recently
been re-established and new colours
obtained, so the vicar blessed, and
formally took responsibility for them.
They will always be kept in the church.
In the service the names of local
servicemen who had been killed while
in service were recalled by name and
posies laid by their memorials.
In his sermon, Rev Jamie spoke
about how some current events, both
nationally and internationally, are, or
could, affect our lives today.
At 11am two minutes silence was
respectfully observed and the Last
Post was blown unfalteringly by a very
talented 15 year old lad.
In the congregation the armed
forces were represented by uniformed
veterans and servicemen from high
ranking officers to young cadets.
There was an impressive amount of
military medals and ribbons displayed
on the chests of the British Legion as
they marched out at the end of the
service, bringing to an end yet another
memorable Service of Remembrance.
BAD NEWS I'M AFRAID
IT'S CURIOSITY

Robin Sherry
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'I have no idea how or why God has carried me over so
many funny and hard places' — Mary of Calabar
On 11 January, the Church of
England remembers Mary Slessor
of Calabar, a remarkable Victorian
woman whose courage, vision and
leadership are found in some of the
most unlikely places.
On 2 December 1848, Mary Slessor was
born into a wretchedly poor family
in Scotland. Her father, an alcoholic,
had lost his job as a shoemaker and
she was the second of seven children.
In 1859 they moved from Aberdeen
into the smelly, unpleasant slums
of Dundee. Her father and mother
worked in the mills, and Mary joined
them there when she turned 11.
Mary’s father, and both his
brothers died of pneumonia, and her
mother struggled to keep Mary and
her two sisters alive. By this time
Mary was 14 and she was working a
12 hour day as a jute maker.
But life for the family was not
all drudgery. Mary’s mother was
a devout Christian who read the
family Bible and the Missionary
Record to her daughters.
The Missionary Record was a
monthly publication from the United
Presbyterian Church. The stories
of the missionaries captivated
Mary. When she heard that David
Livingstone, the great missionary
explorer, had died in 1873, she
decided that she would follow in his

Mary Slessor of Calabar

wikipedia.com

Mary Slessor and her adopted children, taken in Scotland c1880		

footsteps. She wanted to devote her
life to taking the gospel to Africa.
She was 25.
In August 1876 the Presbyterians
sent her to Calabar in Nigeria, an
area where no European had set foot
until then. With her red hair and
blue eyes, Mary grabbed attention
wherever she went and, despite
recurring illness and constant
danger, she settled happily among
the tribes.

PASSION
Mary learned their traditions
and soon became fluent in their
language, Efik. She won the
confidence of their tribal leaders and
taught their children, and became
determined to put an end to some
of their barbaric practises, such
as the killing of twins — whom
they thought were evil. Indeed, she
adopted the twins that she found
abandoned.
Throughout all this Mary also
talked endlessly about Jesus Christ,
who was the passion of her life.
She was tough and made long
trips through the jungles and took
canoes up remote rivers. When her
shoes gave out, she went barefoot.
Her passion was to go to ‘the
regions beyond’ with the Gospel.
She thrived in places, and among
people, that would have terrified
most women of her day. It has been
written of her:

wikipedia.com

Practically single handed she
tamed and transformed three pagan
communities in succession. It is a
question if the career of any other
woman missionary has been marked
by so many strange adventures, daring
feats, and wonderful achievements.*
In 1901, when Southern Nigeria
became a British Protectorate, Mary
was appointed the first ever female
magistrate in the British Empire
and she became a skilful diplomatic
emissary.
She was known for saying: It is
not Mary Slessor, but God and our
united prayers that have brought
the blessings to Calabar. Christ shall
have all the honour and glory for the
multitudes saved.
When Mary died of fever on 13
January 1915 the native Christian
girls and women wept bitterly
saying:
Our mother is dead. Everybody's
mother has left us.
Mary once wrote to a friend who
had long prayed for her:
I have always said that I have no
idea how or why God has carried me
over so many funny and hard places,
and made these hordes of people submit
to me, or why the government should
have given me the privilege of being
a magistrate among them, except in
answer to prayer made at home for me.
It is all beyond my comprehension.
*Dr Robert H Glover, The Progress of WorldWide Missions.
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Thinking about
Equity Release?
Then speak to us first!
Mortgage Required is a local, friendly award
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This enables us to pass these savings on to you.

We tick all the boxes
Whole of market

Free first
appointments

Initial chat without providing
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Mortgage and Equity
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Typical
Fees

£599

mortgagerequired.com
01628 507477
Finance House, 5 Bath Road, Maidenhead, Berkshire, SL6 4AQ
This is a lifetime mortgage to understand the features and risks, ask for a personalised illustration. There will be no fee for Mortgage Advice. There may be
a fee for arranging a mortgage. The precise amount will depend upon your circumstances, but we estimate it to be £599. Mortgage Required Ltd, Finance
House, 5 Bath Road, Maidenhead, SL6 4AQ is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority reference 573718 at www.fca.org.uk.
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From Money Matters to Winter Energy Saving
In 1935, one of the ideas that
the UK National Government
considered was the formation of
an information service linked with
a new social welfare service that
it was introducing. By 1938, the
prospect of a world war led to the
National Council of Social Services
being tasked with looking at how
to meet the needs of the civilian
population in war time. Their
solution was to create throughout
the country local 'Citizens Advice
Bureaux'. On 4 September 1939, the
day after war had been declared,
200 bureaux opened. Today there
are 316 serving tens of millions of
enquiries every year.
The first bureaux were run by
volunteers with offices in public
buildings and private houses. During
the war advice was focussed on
the loss of income caused by wageearners being called up for military
service, and on helping with food
rationing issues, homelessness,
problems with evacuation and
helping to find missing people and
prisoners of war.
By 1942 there were 1,074 bureaux
many operating from makeshift
offices near bomb sites, for example,
one was set up in a horse box.
Post war, the Citizens Advice
services have continued to grow
as the nation came to terms with
new legislation that affected social
welfare, such as the Rent Act of 1957,
and the introduction of Universal
Credit in 2013.

The Citizens Advice distinctive sign at Henley-on-Thames

Alongside government driven
demands, Citizens Advice has led a
number of campaigns on housing
related issues and commercial
injustices such as overcharging by
energy companies, and excessive
broadband internet fees.
Now running until the end of this
month, Citizens Advice is promoting
the Big Winter Energy Saving
Campaign to help people cut their
energy bills and get the financial
support they are entitled to.
The campaign aims to help
everyone make simple changes such
as switching energy supplier or
tariff, accessing discounts or grants,
and making homes more energyefficient.
To help do this there is a free
online energy price comparison tool

Ben Molyneux, dreamstime.com

to help you save money. It uses a
full market comparison, is totally
independent and gives a customer
service rating for the major energy
companies.
They also offer advice and tips on
what to consider when switching and
how to check you are getting all the
benefits and help you are entitled to.
There is full information about
this campaign at:
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
about-us/our-work/our-campaigns/
all-our-current-campaigns/besw/
And then, of course, along came
Coronavirus which has added
significantly to the Citizens Advice
workload which already included
giving free advice on debt and
money issues, consumer problems,
housing, family issues, legal matters,
immigration and other health
related difficulties that affect the
nation's social welfare.
All Citizens Advice free services
are within reach of everyone in the
country via face-to-face meetings
in its offices, or by telephone or
through its digital online services —
in 2019 online advice was used for
more than 29 million enquiries.
FOR CITIZENS ADVICE NEAR US

A converted horse box used for a Citizens Advice Bureau in the 1940's

Citizens Advice

— 32 Market Place, Henley-onThames RG9 2AH
— Waterford House Erfstadt Court,
Wokingham RG40 2YF
— Minster Street, Reading, RG1 2JB
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Celebrating the life and work of Louis Braille
By Bob Peters

Sometimes in life we meet a stranger
in an unusual place and we find
that we can never forget them. Even
though we may not remember their
name or where they came from our
brain recalls them when we read
something, or see something, that
instantly reminds us of the meeting.
One such person is a man I met at
a water tap on the edge of field. We
were both attending a holiday rally
run by the Christian Caravanning
and Camping Club. He was probably
about the same age as me — I was in
my 50's.
After filling our water containers we
stood and chatted. Our conversation
soon got round to a talk that we had
both attended the evening before. I
soon realised that this man not only
had an amazing knowledge of the Bible
but had an enviable faith in God. It
took me a little longer to realise that he
was totally blind in both eyes, and that
was why his dog, which sat quietly by
his feet, kept a close eye on me!

UNDERSTANDING

Reading a Braille Bible			

4 January every year and my memories
of this remarkable man flooded back!
World Braille Day is held annually
to celebrate the life and work of Louis
Braille, a French educator and inventor
who was born on 4 January 1809 and
developed the Braille reading system
for the visually impaired. His Braille
reading system is virtually the same
today.
Louis Braille was also blind from
a very early age. An accident with a
stitching awl in his father's harness
making shop left him blind in one
eye. It also caused an infection which
spread to the good eye leaving him
totally blind in both.

Our paths crossed a number of
times during that holiday and I looked
forward to our discussions about life
and the Bible. Curious as to how he had
achieved such a deep understanding of
the Bible, I could not help asking him
TACTILE CODE
how it had come about. 'I have read the
Bible every day since I was young boy,'
In those days there were few
he said.
educational resources for the blind
One day, his father had asked him
but this did not seem to worry Louis
if there was anything that he really
Braille who is said to have excelled in
wanted to help him make life more
his education so much that he won a
enjoyable. He asked for a Braille Bible.
scholarship to France's Royal Institute
Neither he nor his father had any
for Blind Youth.
idea what that meant, but his father
It was here that he began working
went out and bought one. A few weeks
on a new system of tactile code that
later a lorry pulled up outside their
could allow blind people to read and
house and unloaded his Bible. It came
write quickly and efficiently. He
in several boxes and completely filled
created a new method that was more
the hall of their small terraced house
compact than a previous one invented
from floor to
ceiling! When
researching
some ideas for
this month's
magazine I
discovered that
World Braille
Day is held on Louis Braille is recognised throughout the world for his work		

Karin Hildebrand Lau, dreamstime.com

by Charles Barbier. His new method
lent itself to a wider range of uses,
including music. He revealed his work
to his peers in 1824.
Louis Braille became a professor
at the Institute and spent much of
the remainder of his life developing
his system that was eventually, some
years after his death, to become
recognised worldwide. His system is
virtually unchanged to this day.

AWARENESS
In 2018, the importance of Louis
Braille's contribution to his now
worldwide communication system
that has been adapted for many
different languages, the United
Nations declared that there should
be a special day called World Braille
Day, and that it should be held on 4
January — his birthday — every year.
The purpose of World Braille Day is
to raise awareness about how Braille
plays a significant role in the complete
realization of human rights in the lives
of blind and partially sighted people.
It is not only used for books such
as the Braille Bible, which was first
published in 1953 and revised in 1990,
but also on signs in public spaces, such
as lift key pads and doors, restaurant
menus, and
for labelling
everyday
items such
medications
and various
documents,
such as bank
Images: dreamstime.com statements.
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2017: Her Majesty the Queen with members of her family on the balcony of Buckingham Palace 						

MIDWINTER CELEBRATIONS

June 2013: 60th Anniversary of the Coronation
		
The Parish Magazine archives

One of the Queen's Beasts at Hall Place, Bexley
		
Chris Moncrieff, dreamstime.com

As Rev Jamie writes on page 3 of this issue:
'2022 promises to be an historic year as we look
forward to the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty
the Queen'

SUSTAINABILITY

Commonwealth, to benefi
ancient woodlands across
dedicated to the Green Ca
Planting trees dedicate
national tradition and the
examples from the past su
Beasts' which, are now eno
topiaries planted in the ga
Bexley, Kent in 1953 to cel
HM Queen Elizabeth II —
It's never too late to pla
of the Green Canopy — if
or dates left over from Ch
nuts or stones in pot!
If you plant a tree for t
Canopy let us know about
editor@theparishmagazine.
with our readers.
The UK government's d
Culture, Media and Sport

Everyone from individuals to scout and
guiding groups, villages, cities, counties, schools,
companies and churches are being encouraged to
play their part to enhance our environment by
planting trees during the official planting season
between October 2021 to March 2022, and then
starting again in October 2022 through to the end
of the Jubilee year.
Sustainability is the focus for the Green
Canopy that encourage the planting of trees
to create a legacy in honour of The Queen’s
leadership of the Nation and the Realms of the

A toy model of the Queen's Coro

Throughout the UK and many of the 54 countries
that form the Commonwealth, plans are being
finalised for a worldwide celebration of Her
Majesty's 70th anniversary of her ascension to the
throne on 6 February 1952. No other monarch has
ever reigned for so long.
Much of the planning has been underway for
more than a year and Buckingham Palace led the
way last September with the announcement of the
Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) which they describe
as: a unique tree planting initiative created to mark
Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022 and which
invites people from across the United Kingdom to
'Plant a Tree for the Jubilee'.
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TINUM YEAR!
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Lorna Roberts, dreamstime.com

declared an extra bank holiday in 2022 for the
Queen's Platinum Jubilee. It will be on Friday 3
June. On the Sunday of what will be a nation wide
Jubilee celebration we, at St Andrew's Church will
be holding a special service to mark this historic
event. Rev Jamie also mentions this in his letter
on page 3. Look out for further details of this and
other local plans in future issues of this magazine.

YOUR MEMORIES

the Queen's Green
t it and send a picture to
.co.uk and we will share it

Also in future issues we will be looking at
the past 70 years and we would welcome your
memories of the Coronation in June 1953 and
other occasions when perhaps you met the Queen.
As a starter for this, here is a piece published in
this magazine on 20 June 1953 when the then
vicar of St Andrew's, Rev Sidney Groves, wrote:

department for Digital,
(DCMS) has also

The Coronation has come and gone, leaving behind
it the memory of a most august service, beautifully and
reverently performed, the deep and abiding impressions

May 2020: The Queen at the opening of Royal Open Air
Theatre, Scarborough.
Speedfighter17, dreamstime.com
of the devotion and dignity of 'our most religious and
gracious Queen', and the hopeful sense that the nation has
turned a corner into a new and more firmly founded future.
One need say no more about the Coronation — every item
was faithfully recorded on the wireless and television, so
that all people could take part in the solemnity. For the
future the Church, as always, will exercise her priestly
function in offering her continuous prayer on behalf of
Queen and Commonwealth ...
The pre-Coronation services were well attended,
and the Church was well-filled for the Sung Eucharist
on the morning of Coronation Day, when there were 110
Communicants.

onation coach and horses won in 1953 by Gordon Nutbrown in a Reading Chronicle Coronation painting competition

Peter Rennie
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Pearson Hall Sonning
is an ideal venue for
your parties, regular
classes or meetings

Complete Pest
Solutions
WASPS • RATS • MICE • SQUIRRELS
BED BUGS • FLEAS • BIRDS & RODENT PROOFING

Leslie Parker

parkerleslie65@aol.com
0125 624 2135 0799 081 4143

PROFESSIONAL PEST
CONTROLLERS REGISTER

2 Vyne Lodge Farm Cottage, Bramley, Tadley, Hampshire RG26 5EA

24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate
Woodland funerals | Religious and non-religious services

Find out more and check availability
using our online booking system
www.pearsonhall.org.uk

Tel: 01491 573370
www.tomalins.co.uk tomalin@btconnect.com
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG

YO U R H O M E
FROM HOME THIS
WINTER

reception@thegreathouseatsonning.co.uk
0118 969 2277 l www.greathouseatsonning.co.uk

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service
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Help us to say thank you for our advertisers!

By Bob Peters

When this magazine was first published in 1869 by Rev
Hugh Pearson, the vicar of Sonning, it was financed
totally by him and the readers who subscribed to it.
It was a legacy that following vicars were not always
comfortable with, especially when the numbers of
subscribers fell on hard times — there was one time when
only 12 people bought the magazine on a regular basis.
To try to rescue the situation attempts were made to
broaden the scope of the content to include non-church
items but the financial issues were never really resolved
until 1908 when advertising was introduced. At that
time readers were also asked to pay one shilling which in
today's economy is equivalent to £100!
The first advertisers, apart from one, were all Readingbased businesses. There was a coal merchant, ironmonger,
hair dresser, shoe shop, book binder, picture framer, cycle
maker and a printer. The printer, Blackwell & Gutch, also
printed the magazine and sold the advertising space so it
seems likely their advert came free.
Looking through our archives which go back to the first
issue in January 1869, it is clear that advertising in this
magazine must have been beneficial for the advertisers
because many of them were regular supporters of our
magazine.

A NEW START
Even so, the magazine's finances were never sound
(see page 31) and there were times when it came close
to being closed because the income rarely covered the
costs, even when printing was taken in-house. And there
was increasing competition for advertising from local
newspapers and magazines, radio and television, and then
the internet, which for many church and parish magazines
was the final blow.
In 2008, Rev Jamie Taylor was appointed as the new
vicar for the parish of St Andrew's Church and he believed
that The Parish Magazine could play an important part
in reaching out to his new flock in Charvil, Sonning and
Sonning Eye — but not as it was then. Relatively few
people subscribed to it and the advertising revenue was in
decline. He took what is best described as a leap of faith
and decided to scrap the subscription fee and deliver a
copy to every home in Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye
free of charge. He sought out someone with publishing
business experience and a new editor. The business plan
was simple. The advertising income would cover the cost
of printing and the PCC would pay for the distribution to
every home.

LOYAL SUPPORT
Interestingly this year of the 59 current advertisers 13
advertised in the first issue of the new format magazine
that was first published in December 2012.
Thus, our special thanks for their 9 years of loyal
support go to:
The French Horn, Haslams Estate Agents, The Hicks
Group, The Bull Hotel, The Mill at Sonning, AB Walker,
Gardiner's Homecare, Tomalin & Son Funeral Directors,

1908: One of the first pages of advertising in The Parish Magazine

Chris the Plumber, Jones & Sheppard Stone Masons,
Sonning Scouts Marquees, and ADD Plumbing.
We are very pleased this year to welcome some new
advertisers: Active Electrical Appliances, Berkshire
Stump Removals, Callaghan Carpets & Flooring, EMDR
Hypnotherapist, and Seniors Helping Seniors.

UP-TO-DATE
To help keep our magazine current we encourage
all our advertisers to keep their advertisements up-todate and make no extra charge for changing them every
month.
We also try to ensure that advertisements are internet
friendly so that our online readers can simply click on the
advertisements and be taken directly to the advertiser's
website. Again, this is a free service for readers and
advertisers!
With all this in mind, we also encourage all our readers
when using the services and products being offered to
mention to the advertiser in question that they saw their
advert in The Parish Magazine. This will not only help the
advertisers to know how their advertising is working but
it will obviously help us as well!

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING?
We still have a limited amount of advertising space
available for this year, and if you are interested in joining
our band of loyal advertisers then please contact Gordon
Nutbrown on:
advertising@theparishmagazine.co.uk. or 0118 969 3282
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Sonning cutting
train crash
By David Hedley-Goddard

At 4.30 am on 24 December 1841, Hecia, a Great Western Railway broad gauge locomotive left
Paddington Station for Bristol Temple Meads. It consisted of a tender, three third class open passenger
carriages and a number of heavily laden goods wagons. There were 38 passengers aboard, mainly of
the poorer classes with a large contingent of stone masons who were working on the new Houses of
Parliament in London. All were attempting to get home for Christmas. At 6.50 am the train entered
Sonning Cutting and ran into a landslip that was 2 to 3 feet deep. The locomotive and tender left the track
and the passenger carriages situated between the tender and the goods wagons were concertinaed by
the weight of the goods wagons into the rear of the tender. Eight passengers were killed instantly and 16
others severely wounded, one of whom died at The Royal Berkshire Hospital six days later.
The dead were taken to a railway hut beside the
line. An initial enquiry was opened and held at the
Shepherds House Inn at 3pm the same day. Local
people suggested that the cutting was too steep and
the part of it where the accident occurred was not
secure because of the loose and of a springy nature
of the ground. However, a GWR watchman said that
he had inspected the site at approximately 5 am
and that there was not the slightest indication of a
slippage. It was agreed that the slippage must have
happened after 4.30 am, as this was the time that the
up line mail train had passed without incident.
Isambard Kingdom Brunel, Great Western
Railway (GWR) chief engineer, on hearing of the
crash left with 100 workmen on a special train to
clear the line. The dead remained in the hut until
28 December 1841 when they were taken to Saint
Andrew's Church, for burial. They were:— John Pook, (30), of Stoke Cannon, Exeter. A stone
mason by trade.
— Charles Williams, (32) of Cheltenham. A stone
mason by trade.
— Charles E. Sweetland (30) from Gloucester. A
stone mason by trade.
— George Mabbett, (34) from Gloucester. A stone
mason by trade.
— Richard Ralph, (25) from Harwell.
— William Henry Thomas, (32) from Stanley St
Leonard.
— Joseph Hands, (26) from Regents Park.
— Jabez Cleave or Cle, A stone mason by trade.
The man who died in The Royal Berkshire
Hospital was Richard Wooley, 40, of Cheltenham.
He was also a stone mason. It is not known where
he was buried.

Two inquests were held, the first on 28 December
1841. This was held at the Shepherds House Inn. The
inquest began at 9am when the 12 jurors were signed
in. They included Charles Russell chairman of GWR,
Isambard Kingdom Brunel, GWR engineer and
several other influential gentlemen including Robert
Palmer MP, Lord of the Manor in which the accident
took place.
After several witness submissions the coroner's
jury returned a verdict of accidental death in all
cases. It, however, subsequently emerged that the
jury were of the opinion that great blame should
be put on the GWR for placing passenger carriages
between the train and the goods wagons and also
neglect had been made in not providing sufficient
watch at the cutting when it was most necessarily
required.

A white-letter hairstreak butter
		
Sandra

Charvil councillor Sam Akhtar i
community orchard

UNRECORDED
A second inquest was carried out following the
death of Richard Wooley, this was held in Reading.
It is believed that the eight victims were buried
on the north side of the churchyard, shown in the
Record of Burials as area F.
Apparently, and sadly, no memorial was raised
either over the grave site or within the Church, and
today this accident goes largely unknown.
The names of the victims are not recorded in
the Saint Andrew's Record of Burials, Interment of
Cremated Remains and Memorials booklet.
Deodands — a thing forfeited or given to God —
were awarded by the Court but the families did not
receive a penny.
Research into those who died has been
inconclusive and little about their status in life has
been found. It is sad that they have gone unrecorded.
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Charvil residents plant 32 trees
during National Tree Week —
and they plan more in the spring!
After months of planning Charvil now has the
first phase of a community orchard near the
village hall and what promises to be a small,
stunning grove at St Patrick's Recreation Ground.
The first phase of planting took place during
National Tree Week in November when Charvil
residents volunteered to support a plan that has
taken many months to become a reality. Further
planting will take place in the spring and will
include replanting an existing hedge.

TRADITIONAL APPLES
The first phase of the Charvil Community
Orchard was officially opened on 28 November
by the Rt Hon Lady Theresa May MP. It included
six different traditional English apple trees that
had been funded by local residents — a group of
residents has also taken responsibility for caring
and watering them when necessary. The trees are:
— Charles Ross, which is named after the head
gardener at Welford Park, Newbury. It was
originally named Thomas Andrew Knight who was
the president of London Horticultural Society and
under this name won the RHS Award of Merit in
1899.
— Winston, raised in 1920 by William Pope who
was also from Welford Park, Newbury. It is a
cross between Cox’s Orange Pippin and Worcester
Pearmain.
— John Standish which is believed to have been
raised in about 1873 by a nurseryman called John
Standish of Ascot, Berkshire.
— Orleans Reinette, which is an old French lateseason variety that produces firm, rather than
crisp, apples.
— Strawberry Orange Pippin whose origin is
unknown although it was first recorded in 1874.
— Beauty of Bath which originated from
Bailbrook, near Bath in 19th century. It received a
first class RHS certificate in 1887.
Phase Two later this year will develop this orchard
and eventually it is hoped to have 30 small trees.

RARE BUTTERFLY
Also during National Tree Week volunteers
planted a Spanish Field Elm that was donated to the
village.
This tree attracts the white-letter hairstreak
butterfly whose caterpillars live solely on elm leaves.
In the 1960-70's when Dutch Elm Disease was rife in
the UK, their numbers declined rapidly making

them a rare sight in some parts of the country.
Meanwhile, at St Patrick's Recreation Ground,
24 silver birch whips were planted in eight groups
of three.
Also at the recreation grounds, volunteers
planted a small leaf lime to replace a tree that
had been felled near the children’s play area.
This project was funded by a very generous local
resident.

GETTING INVOLVED
Sarah Swatridge, one the Charvil Tree Wardens,
said: 'All the trees, and the equipment to plant them,
were provided by local residents. Some sponsored a
tree, some volunteered to plant, and some such as
Jim Cartmell, a garden maintenance man from Old
Bath Road, were very supportive. While the silver
birches are young ‘whips’ at the moment they will look
stunning in the years to come.
If you would like to get involved in tree
planting, sponsoring a tree or helping towards the
stakes, rabbit protectors, netting, ties and so on,
then please contact the Charvil Parish clerk:
clerk@charvil.com

0118 901 7719

RENDEZVOUS IN THE ARK
for senior citizens
We meet every second
and fourth Tuesday
of the month
To reserve your place
call:

0118 969 3298
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Cruz Kitchens
Bespoke, Made to
Measure Kitchens
Designed | Supplied | Installed

Call 0118 961 1295
Email: info@cruzkitchens.co.uk
Visit: www.cruzkitchens.co.uk

WATER SOFTENER SALT
Tablet/
Granular 10kg
• 5 Bags £35
• 10 Bags £60
• 20 Bags £115

Tablet/
Granular 25kg
• 3 Bags £33
• 5 Bags £45
• 10 Bags £88

Harvey Block
Salt 2 x 4kg
• 3 Packs £33
• 5 Packs £45
• 10 Packs £88

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
Email: Martyncollins@portmanpm.com

Please mention The Parish Magazine when responding to advertisements

studio dfp
complete graphic
and web design
service on your
doorstep
Since 1984 · 0118 969 3633
david@designforprint.org

MUCK ‘N’ MULCH

THE LOCAL COMPOST COMPANY

Organic all purpose horse manure compost
Fully composted and milled to fine crumbly texture
Clean and pleasant to handle — weed free & pet friendly
10 BAGS MINIMUM DELIVERY
Half Pallet: 35 bags — Full Pallet: 70 Bags

FOR OFFERS & PRICES ORDER ON LINE AT

FREE DELIVERY — SPREADING & MULCHING SERVICE AVAILABLE

Tel 07785 772263 or 0118 959 1796

24 hour: 0783 143 7989 T: 0179 357 5100
www.muckandmulch.co.uk

www.salt-deliveries-online.com

Unit 2, 6 Portman Road Reading RG30 1EA

Assisted Living | Nursing | Dementia Care | Respite

WELCOMING NEW RESIDENTS!
Studio suites and one-bedroom apartments,
all with en suite wet rooms and kitchenettes
Cliveden Manor, Signature’s care home
in Marlow, provides exceptional care by
compassionate people for both individuals and
couples. The home has a variety of communal
areas and the apartments are typically twice the
size of an average care home.
To find out more or to arrange a visit to our
lovely home, please contact Jan Marples – Client
Liaison Manager

01628 702319 | enquiries.cliveden@signaturesl.co.uk | signature-care-homes.co.uk
210 Little Marlow Road, Marlow, SL7 1HX
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Sea, sheep and socialising

Thank you
for Sonning
Support
volunteers
Trefor Fisher, one of the organisers
of the Sonning Support help service
during the ongoing Covid pandemic,
would like to say a very big thank
you to all the volunteers who have
helped Sonning residents during
this time.

Sonning Art Group members
appreciated the opportunity to
socialise again after the long
separation caused by Covid
when they met at Sonning Golf
Club for their Christmas lunch.
Special thanks was given to their
chairman, Sue Bell for her work
throughout the pandemic and
supporting other members. Sue (far
right) received an Art Voucher and
flowers from Maggie Hollidge.
Covid did not stop the members
painting as can be seen by the
seascape (above) by Bernadette
Varilone and George Gallocker's
watercolour painted for a
Christmas card (below).

Assistance has been given in many
ways, such as shopping, picking up
prescriptions, dog walking, calling
anxious and vulnerable residents
and so on.
Trefor said: 'We have had many
expressions of gratitude in return from
those that have received help.
'Now that the Covid-19 virus is
becoming much more part of our daily
lives, most residents are back to their
almost normal lives.
'Our dedicated phone line and email
address have been very little used in
recent months and have now been taken
down. That of course is good news but
we would like to stress that Sonning
Support is still very much in operation.'
Should you, your neighbour,
or friend require assistance with
anything, not necessarily Covid
related, call Trefor Fisher on 0778
988 0072 and the Sonning Support
team will do whatever they can to
help.

Friends of Saint
Andrew's Church
2020 Diary Dates
— Thursday 17 March: FoStAC
AGM in The Ark at 7.30pm followed
by a fund raising quiz and fish
& chip supper. Tickets £15 from
Bob Hine 0118 969 8653 and Sally
Wilson 0797 689 9513
— Saturday 30 April: FoStAC
Music evening with Ascot Brass
and local choirs. Tickets: Keith
Nichols 0118 969 8653 and Sally
Wilson 0787 689 9513
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Planning Your
Traditional Wedding?
Then you might like to
discuss the possibility of
marriage in our ancient and
beautiful parish church.
If so, call the vicar, Jamie
0118 969 3298
He will be pleased to help!

In addition to the stunning and historic location in Sonning,
we will work hard to provide you with a memorable and
moving occasion. We can provide a choir, organ, peal of
eight bells, beautiful flowers, over 100 lit candles set in
ornate Victorian chandeliers and the use of our beautiful
churchyard as a backdrop for your photographs.
the church of st andrew SERVING CHARVIL,
SONNING & sonning eye since the 7th century
Church of St Andrew
Serving Sonning, Charvil & Sonning Eye

Louise Amanda Sheppard (BA/Dip)

EMDR Specialist
Hypnotherapist
With 35+ years of experience, Dave Nathan
and his team have built an excellent
reputation in and around the local area.
Specialising in the repair of all makes and
models of washing machine, washer dryer,
tumble dryer, dishwasher, oven, hob and
refrigeration they are Gas Safe registered
and offer a 12 month warranty on parts
and labour.
Active Domestic Appliances has an
extensive customer base working with
letting agents, landlords, private schools,
colleges, care homes and residential
property owners.
Fully insured and DBS checked.
Contact us on:
0118 931 2071 0777 080 6129
repairs@activedomestic.co.uk

Mobile Therapist covering
Oxfordshire & Berkshire
EMDR Therapy

(Eye Movement Desensitisation Reprocessing)
A powerful tool, proven to be extremely useful in the
treatment of traumatised individuals, which can give
people back control in just a few sessions

.

.

Trauma
Victims of Rape
Assault
Drug Addiction
Bereavement
Combat
Anxiety
Depression
Fears/Phobias

.

.

.
.

.

Hypnotherapy

.

.

Pain
Anxiety
Fears
Phobias
Weight Management
Smoking

.

Age Regression/Past-Life Regression
Gestalt Therapy/Dreamwork
Parts Therapy

07842 262 583
lasheppard61@gmail.com
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History

Was it really . . .?

. . . 100 YEARS AGO on 5 January 1922 that Sir Ernest
Shackleton, the Irish-born British Antarctic explorer,
died of a heart attack in South Georgia. He had led three
British expeditions to the Antarctic.

100 years ago in
The Parish Magazine

. . . 80 YEARS AGO on 29 January 1942 the BBC Radio
Show Desert Island Discs was first broadcast. It is
Britain’s longest running radio show, and the world’s
longest running weekly factual radio programme.

November 2014: Theresa May was Kirsty Young's guest on Desert
Island Discs, which this month celebrates 80 years of broadcasts

. . . 70 YEARS AGO on 1 January 1947 that the UK’s
coal industry was nationalised when the Coal Industry
Nationalisation Act 1946 came into effect. The industry
was run by the National Coal Board. It was renamed the
British Coal Corporation in 1987 and was subsequently
privatised.
. . . 70 YEARS AGO on 1 January 1952 that the nuclear
reactors at Windscale (now Sellafield) in Cumbria began
producing enriched plutonium for use in Britain’s first
atomic bomb.
. . . 50 YEARS AGO from 9 January to 28 February 1972
that British miners staged a major strike over pay. This led
to power shortages, and a state of emergency was declared
on 9 February. The miners returned to work when the
National Union of Mineworkers accepted an improved pay
offer.
. . . 50 YEARS AGO on 20 January 1972 that the number
of unemployed people in the UK passed one million for
the first time.
. . . 25 YEARS AGO on 15 January 1997 that Princess
Diana walked through a minefield in Angola, visited
victims, and called for an international ban on landmines.
. . . 20 YEARS AGO on 31 January 2002, that the Larsen
B Ice Shelf in Antarctica began to collapse. The whole
3,265 sq. km structure disintegrated over the next 35 days.
. . . 5 YEARS AGO in January 2017 that The Parish
Magazine announced the final fund raising effort for The
Ark. It was officially opened 5 months later.

THE MAGAZINE (January 1922)
Backed by the Parochial Church Council to the extent of £20
for the year, the Magazine appears again.
Most people think that it would be badly missed if it were
discontinued, but if it is to go on from year to year our friends
must understand that it is not as yet anything like selfsupporting and must rely very much upon the goodwill and
generosity of the parish.
Therefore, if some who have not sent their subscription
wish to help our issue, will they reconsider and send at least
their 2/6 to Mrs Gould at the Telephone Office and then they
will have the Magazine delivered free to them every month of
the present year ?
There is another way in which many can help and that is by
favouring our advertisers.
The advertisements go a long way to help the cost of the
Magazine. But to keep our old friends and to attract new ones
we must make it worth while for firms to advertise. We have
lost more than one advertisement on the plea that we cannot
trace a single order to our advertisement in the Sonning
Magazine.
Let us, when we have opportunity, give an order to a firm
that advertises with us and let it know that we give the order
for that reason.
We are open to receive new advertisements at any time.
The charge is only 60/- for a whole page for a whole year; and
smaller spaces in proportion.

How times have changed? See page 25!
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For a helpful professional service

FIELDSPHARMACY
Wide range of health advice provided
including private consultation area

1a LONGFIELD ROAD, TWYFORD RG10 9AN
Telephone: 0118 934 1222
Fax: 0118 932 0372
Email: fields.pharmacy@gmail.com

CHRIS the plumber

I offer the same friendly, reliable service as
always but in addition to general plumbing
I now offer domestic and commercial gas
work — boiler repairs, installations, fault
finding, power flush.
Repairs not covered by Homeserve?
Speak to a tradesman, not a salesman!
Emergency call out available

Ask Chris Duvall for a FREE quote
christheplumber75@gmail.com

0785 095 6354

3584769
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HEALTH

Dr Simon Ruffle asks . . . are we rediscovering the
ancient wisdom?
January, is named after the Roman
god Janus, god of beginnings,
gateways, of transition. There
was no Greek equivalent which is
uncommon.
January is a female given name but
named after a male god. It seems the
people have this right as beginnings
are often associated with females,
mother earth.
In Greek mythology this was Gaia
who was the mother of all. Indeed,
she didn’t need a male to reproduce —
which some species still do not. It is
known as parthenogenesis.
January is the first month in the 10
month Roman calendar. This changed
to 12, which is why September,
October, November and December are
the 7-10th months by name but 9-12th
in the Julian-Gregorian calendars.
The reason for the above comments
is that the snowdrop is the flower of
January.

GALANTAMINE
The snowdrop produced the
antidote to the Greek goddess Circe’s
poison, atropine, from deadly night
shade or belladonna — beautiful lady.
Skipping past mythology, let’s bring
the snowdrop up to date. The common
snowdrop that is the first flowering
plant of the season is Galanthus
Nivalis.
From the snowdrop the drug
Galantamine is produced. Galantamine
is used in Alzheimer's disease.
Essentially Alzheimer’s disease
seriously effects the way the brain
can function. Galantamine blocks the
breakdown of important chemicals in
the brain that help neurotransmission.
At the end of nerve cells —the
neurone — there is a gap that
electrical pulses cannot pass. Instead
a neurotransmitter is produced,
stimulating the next neutron to
become active. Enzymes break the
neurotransmitter down so that it does
not continue to stimulate the nerve.
These breakdown products are taken
up again to be used all over again. In
many brain diseases neurotransmitters
become deficient. Such as Dopamine in
Parkinson’s disease and Serotonin in

Nataliia Vyshneva, dreamstime.com

anxiety and depression. In Alzheimer’s
disease the brain lacks acetylcholine,
which is a neurotransmitter.
After acetylcholine is released an
enzyme, acetylcholine esterase, breaks
down the chemical so that it can be
recycled.
Galantamine blocks the enzyme
thus increasing the levels of
acetylcholine for the neurone to use.
It is not a cure, it does not slow the
disease progression but can improve
the symptoms, especially motivation/
drive.

ANCIENT WISDOM?
I’m sorry to have produced a
brief article indulging my interest of
how mythology has relevance today,
whether this is slightly contrived or
based in some fact.
Considering snowdrop’s cure
(moly— a magical herb) was
written about in 750BC by Homer,
have we fitted the narrative to the
development of Galantamine, Circe's
— in Greek legend, a sorceress, the
daughter of Helios, the sun god, and of
the ocean nymph Perse — antidote, or
are we rediscovering ancient wisdom?

fairer year than the last two and I wish
you all the best.
I hope that for everyone who
provided care, medically, socially or
spiritually, can get some peace this
year as I am seeing massive levels of
burnout in the medical, social and
pastoral sectors. Burnout is caused by
failing systems.
The people propping up those
systems feel they cannot do the best
job they can, through no fault of
their own, but they take the brunt of
the poisonous comments from the
commissioners and users of the service.
It becomes a moral injury which is
seeing an exodus of good people.
Use your power of Circe’s antidote
to this problem: a kind word, your
thoughts and prayers.
Happy New Year!

A KIND WORD
I’m no Dan Brown — an American
author who wrote well-researched
novels — but I do love these links to
the past and firmly believe that if we
fail to learn from history, ancient or
otherwise, we set ourselves up to fail.
I hope we can learn from 2020 and
2021 to make 2022 a safer, kinder and

Simon Ruffle
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the sciences

HOME & GARDEN — 1

Breathe

Recipe of the month
Creamy tomato risotto

You show your majesty
In every star that shines,
And every time we breathe.
Your glory, God revealed
From distant galaxies
To here beneath our skin.

A tasty easy meal from BBC Good Food

By Dr Ruth M Bancewicz,
church engagement director
at The Faraday Institute for
Science and Religion, Cambridge
Zimmytws, dreamstime.com

The words above are from the song 'Magnificent' by
Matt Redman and Jonas Myrin. They speak volumes
to me as a scientist. Redman is an astronomy geek who
has ‘an appreciation for the universe that surrounds us,
particularly its unique ability to lift our hearts to see how
massive and mysterious God truly is’.*
The microscopic level on the other hand — what goes on
‘beneath our skin’ — is less available to ordinary people. I
have had the privilege of exploring this world to my heart’s
content, and what I’ve seen has given me such a sense of awe
that I want to share it with others.
Every time you breathe, a series of air pockets with a
combined surface area the size of a tennis court is bathed
with oxygen. These minute air pockets are covered with blood
vessels. The boundary between air and blood is so thin that
oxygen and carbon dioxide can diffuse from one to the other.

ALL ARE NUMBERED
When your heart beats at a normal rate, a single red blood
cell takes about three quarters of a second to travel through
the small blood vessels in your lungs. But in just one third of
that time, a quarter of a second, that cell has already received
all the oxygen it needs from the air. So, when you exercise,
causing your heart rate to increase and the blood to flow
faster, you’re still getting plenty of oxygen — as long as you
keep breathing!
Redman and Myrin wrote, 'You are higher than we ever
could imagine, And closer than our eyes could ever see.' The
universe demonstrates God’s awesome power. This is a place
made by a being whose imagination is not limited by time
and space.
Biology, on the other hand, helps to remind me of
God’s creativity and closeness. I am a product of a long and
painstaking process of continued development over aeons
of time. Beneath my skin are incredibly detailed, beautifully
regulated processes that give me life. Jesus said that ‘even the
very hairs of your head are all numbered.’ The knowledge that
God intentionally made me and knows every detail of my
physiology is both amazing and humbling.
*Indescribable: Encountering the Glory of God in the Beauty of the
Universe, Matt Redman & Louis Giglio (David C. Cook, 2011

Ingredients

— 250g risotto rice
— 400g can chopped tomato
— knob of butter
— 4 tbsp grated parmesan
— 1 rosemary sprig, finely chopped — 1 tbsp olive oil
— 1 litre vegetable stock
— 2 garlic cloves, finely chopped
— 1 onion, finely chopped
— 300g cherry tomato, halved
— small pack basil, roughly torn

Method
Put the chopped tomatoes and half the stock into a food
processor and pulse until smooth. Pour into a saucepan
with the remaining stock, bring to a gentle simmer and
keep over a low heat.
Meanwhile, place the butter and oil in the base of a large
saucepan and heat gently until the butter has melted. Add
the onion and gently cook for 6-8 minutes until softened.
Stir in the garlic and rosemary, then cook for another
minute. Add the rice and cook, stirring, for 1 minute.
Add the hot stock and tomato mixture about a quarter at
a time. Let the risotto cook, stirring often, adding more
stock as it is absorbed. After you have added half the
stock, add the cherry tomatoes.
After 20-25 minutes, the rice should be creamy and tender,
the cherry tomatoes softened and all of the stock should
be used up.
Cover and leave for 1 minute, then stir in the basil. Serve
sprinkled with parmesan and black pepper.

Oyez! Oyez! Oyez!
FREE give away!
We have a limited number of The Parish
Magazine Binders and copies of the
Gordon Nutbrown book, A Thames
Parish Magazine, to give away FREE while
stocks last! The binders hold 12
magazines.
The three volumes of the book,
published 2016, give a unique
history of the Parish of St Andrew's
from 1869 - 2015. Interested?
Contact editor (details on page 42)
Ufuk Uyanik , dreamstime.com
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The Dig for Victory garden at Quorn & Woodhouse is set out as it would have been in the 1940's

Peewam, dreamstime.com

Help our planet by digging for victory!
That's the message The Royal Horticultural Society
(RHS) wants to get across to everyone with a garden
with a modern-day ‘Dig for Victory’ campaign aimed at
helping to tackle climate change.
The original ‘Dig for Victory’ campaign was set up during
World War II by the British Ministry of Agriculture. It
encouraged everyone, men, women and children, to grow
their own food, and in doing so, help overcome the harsh
rationing of food caused by the war.
Open spaces everywhere were transformed into
allotments, from domestic gardens to public parks — even
the lawns outside the Tower of London were turned into
vegetable patches. A massive propaganda leaflet campaign
aimed to both ensure that people had enough to eat, and
that morale was kept high. The current recession, as well
as a new awareness of ‘food miles’ and climate change,

has increased the demand for vegetable growing plots and
the trend is supported by new, comparable government
initiatives.
In response to this, The RHS is asking the UK’s 30
million gardeners to consider digging up their garden
paving and to plant trees, grass and bee-friendly flora,
instead, but this time, rather than for human survival, the
'Dig for Victory' campaign is to help nature survive.
The RHS has calculated that if every gardener in the
UK grew at least one medium-sized tree in their garden,
then that would be the equivalent of storing the carbon
produced from driving 11 million times around the planet.
Research from a YouGov survey has found that only
19% of gardeners have adopted sustainable gardening
practices, so there is lots of room for improvement!
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January

'Winnie the Pooh has always
been a very special (albeit
funny old) bear, not least of
all because his books
are filled with wonderful
words of wisdom.'
— Stylist Magazine
This quote is one of many such
acclamations that Pooh Bear
attracts and it's why this fictional
character has a special annual
day of celebration — or rather his
creator, Alan Alexander Milne, does.
A A Milne was born in Hampstead,
London on 18 January 1882. He died
on 31 January 1956.
While he wrote many novels and
non-fiction books, and poetry and
plays, he is best remembered for his
four 'pooh' books which featured
his friends — Eeyore, Piglet, Kanga,
Roo, and Tigger — and, of course, the
human in his life Christopher Robin,
who was based on A A Milne's only
son, Christopher Robin Milne. Pooh
and his pals were based mainly on
Christopher Milne's soft toys.
The four pooh books were When
We Were Very Young; Winnie-The-Pooh;
Now We Are Six; and The House At
Pooh Corner.
It is estimated that these books
have sold 50 million copies around
the world, making Pooh, after Mickey
Mouse, the second most valuable
fictitious character in the world.
Likewise, most things associated
with Pooh are also internationally
popular, such as Ashdown Forest in

Images: Dreamstime.com

East Sussex which was close to the
Milne's family home, and which was
used as the setting for the Hundred
Acre Wood. The most notable site in
Ashdown Forest today must be Pooh
Bridge where visitors gather to play
'Pooh Sticks'!

Pooh Bridge in Ashdown Forest
George Robertson, dreamstime.com

To honour the 95th anniversary
of Winnie-the-Pooh last September,
a new collection of stories inspired
by A A Milne and E H Shepard,
who illustrated all the original
Pooh stories, was published by
HarperCollins. Written by Jane
Riordan and illustrated by Mark
Burgess, it is called, Once There Was
a Bear.
It is described as a 'prequel'
which takes us back to before the
time Winnie the Pooh was bought in
Harrods for baby Christopher Robin.
Once There Was a Bear is described
by Waterstones Booksellers as:
'This timeless story collection is a real
tribute to the world's most famous bear
and the perfect opportunity for everyone
to revisit these favourite friends and
find out how they become the larger
than life characters that we all know
and love'
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What hope at
the turning of
the year?

By Rev Michael Burgess

A Sunday magazine's Doom Directory
surveyed the possible ways in which
the world might end — nuclear
disaster, famine, global warming and
so on. The cover showed a man with
a placard, ‘The end of the world is at
hand’. He was at a bus stop looking at
the times of the last buses!
The speed at which we are using the
earth’s resources has put humanity at
risk. It is a bleak thought to consider
as one year ends and another begins.
Where can we place our hope and find
any assurance? We ask ourselves, 'Do
we need to think of the last buses on
our earthly journey?'
The picture on the right was
painted in Italy when there was
similar speculation about the end
of the world. A mesmerising priest
called Savonarola had preached in
Florence about portents of this end
time, and the final battle that would
take place. His own end was gruesome
and horrific as the church authorities
silenced his voice, but his influence
lingered on among people. Nowhere
more so than in Botticelli, who painted
this Mystic Nativity in 1500, two years
after Savonarola’s death.

BEARING NO GIFTS
At first, it looks like a typical
Epiphany scene; the wise men are
shown to the stable by an angel. But
everything is basic and rudimentary.
The wise men do not wear luxurious
clothing, they have no servants, they
bear no gifts. The stable is a thatched
roof propped against the mouth of
the cave, with Joseph oddly hunched
at one side. The baby kicks a leg into
the air as Mary and animals watch on,
from the inside of the cave.
But above the scene, there is a
long inscription from Botticelli:
it announces that he painted this
Nativity at the end of 1500, to provide
a key to the violent and confused times
in which he lived.
At the bottom demons scramble
back to the underworld, and those
who have been through the battle of

The National Gallery, London

life are comforted by angels, and there
are more angels engaged in an ecstatic
dance above the stable with olive
branches and scrolls in their hands.
At the heart of it all is the simple
Nativity scene.

RESIGNATION
Botticelli makes a heartfelt
statement about his faith in the light
of all that he had experienced and
seen around him: his distress at the
suffering war had brought, and his
sense of doom that war was a portent
of worse things to come.
But the painting also shows his
calm resignation that as one century
turned into another, and one year into
another, there is a birth which can be
the pivot of that turning —
 a birth
which is a sign of a future, a sign of
new life, a sign of love. We can come
through, he says, if we realise where

our hope and trust should be placed —
not in the pursuit of power which leads
to death and destruction, but in a birth
that leads ultimately to a heaven of
victory and dancing and celebration.
The painting is not about winter, it
is about spring: a season of hope and
new life. We can draw the curtains
across this Nativity scene and shut out
the light and springtime.

WELL ASSURED
But then, says Botticelli, chaos and
war and greed will flourish. Go to the
stable with the wise men, open the
curtains, invite the Christ-Child in,
and all will be transformed.
Savonarola preached a few years
earlier, ‘If you wish to be at rest, seek Christ.
Come to this crib, seek none but Him, and you
will find rest. Be well assured that you will
never have peace until you come to this crib
and to this light of faith in Christ.’
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Poetry corner

Book Reviews

So Loved — 26 words that can change your life

His wonders
to all that
they may
sure know

By Martin Salter, IVP £5.99
Here's an astonishing claim. John 3:16
appears on everything from fridge magnets
to sports stars' faces. But what does it
mean? And how does it relate to you and
me? With warmth, personal stories and
humour, the author explains God's love,
his Son, his sacrifice, and the important
connection with us today. It is an invitation
to take the first step in an exciting journey
of faith.

The Money Mentor — getting to grips with your
finances by Ashley Carter, IVP, £8.99

Flynt, dreamstime.com

Worship Wholesomeness
By Steven Rolling

Psalm 96; Tune: Was Lebet, Was Schwebet (O worship the
Lord in the beauty of holiness)
O sing to the LORD a new song, sing all the earth
Praise and adore Him and give Him His worth
Sing to the LORD, bless His name, show His salvation
From day to day, spread it to each nation
Declare His glory among the people and show
His wonders to all that they may sure know
For the LORD is great, and He greatly to be praised
Let all honour Him, His name be upraised
For all the gods of the nations are idols, but He
The LORD made the heavens and the earth, see
Honour and majesty are before Him, beauty
And strength they be in His sanctuary
Give to the LORD, all peoples, strength and the glory
Due to His name, bring an offering free
O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness
Fear before Him all the earth, His name bless
Say midst the peoples that the LORD reigns for ever
The world established, shall be moved never
And the LORD shall judge righteously, with equity
Heavens, earth be glad, He rules faithfully
Creation joins in praise, earth, sea, forests and fields
The LORD comes, everything pleasantness yields
For He shall judge righteously, with truth, justice fair
Of His goodness He shall give us a share
NB: Traditionally, verse 1 is repeated at the end.

‘If only I could manage my money better.'
Many of us feel that. Ashley Carter looks
at the nuts and bolts of our daily financial
decisions and shows us how such decisions
can best serve God's greater purposes.
We find a simple model of Christian
money management that we can adapt
for ourselves, and a step-by-step guide to
establishing good practices. Whatever your
situation, this book will help you to honour God with the
money he has given you.

A Little Bit of Faith — hopeful affirmations for every
day of the year by Katie Piper, SPCK, £11.99
TV presenter and charity campaigner
Katie Piper offers hopeful and encouraging
daily affirmations for the entire year,
showing that a little bit of faith can take
you a long way. She encourages us to see
that heartbreak and hardship can become
fuel for your fight. You can fall countless
times and still get back up again — all
you need is a little bit of faith. Full of hope
and warmth, this daily devotional draws
on Katie’s own faith to show how spirituality has brought
greater confidence and meaning to her life.

Baroness Cox — eyewitness to a broken world — 2nd
edition By Lela Gilbert, Monarch, £12.99
Baroness Cox of Queensbury was
appointed a Life Peer in 1982. A former
deputy speaker of the House of Lords,
she is a tireless advocate for international
human rights. She visits the most
forgotten people in the world — often in
highly dangerous conditions — to carry
their stories of abuse and persecution to
the West. She has risked her life many
times while taking aid to war victims in
Armenia, Myanmar, Nigeria, Sudan and South Sudan, and
Syria and has received many international honorary awards
and degrees for her work. Her motivation is profoundly
Christian: Faith without deeds is dead; love without action is
dead.

Book images from Parish Pump
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PUZZLE PAGE — the answers will be published in the next issue
CROSSWORD
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Each of the nine blocks has to contain all the
numbers 1-9 within its squares. Each number
can only appear once in a row, column or box.
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Across
Across

1 Intense anger (4)
3 - Outfits (8)
3 Outfits (8)
9 - Sophisticated hair style (7)
9 Sophisticated hair style (7)
10 - Embed; type of filling (5)
10 Embed; type of filling (5)
11 - Disheartening (12)
11 Disheartening (12)
13 - Freshest (6)
13- Freshest
15
Wild horse (6) (6)
15- Shrewdness
Wild horse
17
(12) (6)
17- Shrewdness
(12)
20
Burning (5)
20- Powdered
Burning
21
spice(5)
(7)
22
(8)
21- Vigorously
Powdered
spice (7)
23
story (4)(8)
22- Legendary
Vigorously
23 Legendary story (4)
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that are from the story below ...
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21

21

1
10

11

I

C O L L E C T

Down
1 - Disappearing gradually (8)
1 Disappearing
gradually
(8)
2 - Profits
(5)
2 Profits (5)4 - Possessors (6)
4 Possessors
(6) ready to react violently (7-5)
5 - Reckless;
- Dark pigment
in skin (7,5)
(7)
5 Reckless;6ready
to react
7 - Utters
6 Dark pigment
in(4)skin (7)
7 Utters (4)8 - Not staying the same throughout (12)
12 -the
Person
of varied(12)
learning (8)
8 Not staying
same
14 - Crying (7)
12 Person of varied learning (8)
14 Crying (7)16 - Banish; eliminate (6)
18 - Frostily (5)
16 Banish; eliminate
(6)
19 - Cool and collected (4)
18 Frostily (5)
19 Cool and collected (4)
Search for 20 words hidden in the grid above
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WORDSEARCH FOR THE MAGI

Down

1 - Intense anger (4)

M
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U
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E
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15
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12
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Magi from the east – it isn’t a lot to go on.
The magi were a religious caste devoted to
astrology, divination and the interpretation of
dreams. Some scholars believe these magi
came from southern Arabia, where the Queen
of Sheba had lived. She would have learned
about the coming Messiah from Solomon. In
Matthew’s gospel the magi ask Herod: ‘Where
is the one who has been born king of the Jews?
We saw his star in the east and have come
to worship him.’ So it is possible that Queen
of Sheba’s story of Messiah for Israel had
survived. One thing that supports the theory
that the magi came from southern Arabia is
this: if you study any map of Palestine as it
was during biblical times, you will find that
the old Arabian caravan routes all entered
Palestine ‘from the east’.
MAGI
SOLOMON
SCHOLARS
EAST
HEROD
SOUTHERN
RELIGIOUS
KING
ARABIA
CASTE
STAR
ASTROLOGY QUEEN
WORSHIP
SHEBA
DIVINATION
PALESTINE
MESSIAH
DREAMS
CARAVAN

WORDSEARCH CHRISTMAS

CHRISTMAS QUIZ
1. St Nicholas
2. 1,401
3. Charles Dickens
4. STAY
5. Phoenix, Arizona 1967
6. To play with your toys
7. Phoenix, Arizona 1967

A question for Epiphany: What do you call a camel with three humps?

Edwardje, dreamstime.com
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Local Trades and Services
ACG SERVICES - LOCKSMITH
Locks changed, fitted, repaired and opened
Door and window locks fitted, UPVC door lock expert
Checkatrade member - Which Trusted Trader
Call Richard Homden: 0149 168 2050 / 0771 040 9216

CLARK BICKNELL LTD - PLUMBING & HEATING
Qualified Plumbing and Heating Engineers Gas Safe
25 years experience - local family run company
Office: 0118 961 8784 - Paul: 0776 887 4440
paul@clarkbicknell.co.uk

INTERSMART LIMITED
Electrical Installation and Smart Home Automation
intersmartuk@gmail.com
		
Elliott — 0777 186 6696
		
Nick — 0758 429 4986
JAMES AUTOS
Car Servicing, Repairs and MOT
Mole Road, Sindlesham, RG41 5DJ
0118 977 0831
http://www.jamesautos.co.uk

CHIROPODY AND PODIATRY
Linda Frewin MInstChp, HCPC member
General foot care and treatments
25 Ashtrees Road, Woodley RG5 4LP
0118 969 6978 - 0790 022 4999

COMPUTER FRUSTRATIONS?
For jargon free help with your computer problems
PC & laptop repairs, upgrades, installations, virus removal
Free advice, reasonable rates
0798 012 9364 help@computerfrustrations.co.uk
HANDYMAN & DECORATING SERVICES
Reliable and affordable
Small jobs a speciality!
Call Andy on 0795 810 0128
http://www.handyman-reading.co.uk
ALL AERIALS
A local business based in Sonning. TV - FM - DAB aerials etc.
Sky dishes. Communal premises IRS systems, TV points.
Free estimates - All work guaranteed
0118 944 0000

MC CLEANING
We are a family business with excellent references
and we are fully insured
All cleaning materials provided
For free quote call: Maria 0779 902 7901

PROFESSIONAL HOME VISIT SERVICE
Thames Valley Will Service
Also Lasting Powers of Attorney and Probate Service
We are still working during the pandemic period
0134 464 1885 tvwills@yahoo.co.uk

THAMES CHIMNEY SWEEPS
0779 926 8123
0162 882 8130
enquiries@thameschimneysweeps.co.uk
http://www.thameschimneysweeps.co.uk
Member of the Guild of Master Sweeps

CALLAGHAN CARPETS & FLOORING
Thirty-six years local experience
Family run company
0118 962 8527 0779 223 9474
callaghancarpets@btinternet.com

WANT HELP WITH AN ‘ODD JOB’?
For local odd jobs please call Phil on
0118 944 0000
0797 950 3908
Thames Street, Sonning

BIG HEART TREE CARE
Reliable and friendly service for all tree care
NPTC qualified — Public Liability of £10million
0118 937 1929
0786 172 4071

SMALLWOOD
Landscaping, garden construction,
patios, lawns, fencing, decking etc
0118 969 8989

info@smallwoodcc.co.uk http://www.smallwoodcc.com
BERKSHIRE STUMP REMOVALS
Stump grinding and tree stump removal
Latest narrow access machinery
Contact: Mark
0798 495 7334 http://www.berkshirestumpremoval

bighearttreecare.co.uk info@bighearttreecare.co.uk
ALL WASTE CLEARANCE & DISPOSAL
Waste clearance from office, house, garden, loft
Licensed waste carriers, no job too small or large
Contact: John

0771 021 2056

j.garmston@ntworld.com

PAINTER and DECORATOR
Roger McGrath has 25 years experience
Restoration painting work of any size undertaken
For a free quotation call
Roger 0742 332 1179
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Parish contacts

Advertisers index

information — 2

Ministry Team
— The Vicar: Revd Jamie Taylor (Day off Friday)
The Parish Office, Thames Street, Sonning, RG4 6UR
vicar@sonningparish.org.uk / 0118 969 3298
— Associate Vicar: Revd Kate Wakeman-Toogood
revkate@sonningparish.org.uk / 0746 380 6735
On duty Tuesday, Friday and Sunday
— Youth Minister: Chris West (Westy)
youthminister@sonningparish.org.uk / 0794 622 4106
— Licensed Lay Minister: Bob Peters
bob@sonningparish.org.uk / 0118 377 5887
Children's Ministry
— Alison Smyly office@sonningparish.org.uk / 0118 969 3298
Churchwardens
— Stuart Bowman sdbowman73@aol.com / 0118 978 8414
— Liz Nelson liz.nelson1@ntlworld.com / 0779 194 4270
Deputy Churchwardens
— Simon Darvall sdarvall@businessmoves.com 0793 928 2535
— Sue Peters mail@susanjpeters.com / 0118 377 5887
— Molly Woodley (deputy churchwarden emeritus)
mollywoodley@live.co.uk / 0118 946 3667
Parish Administrator		
— Hilary Rennie
office@sonningparish.org.uk / 0118 969 3298
Parochial Church Council
— Secretary: Hilary Rennie 0118 969 3298
— Treasurer: Richard Moore 0118 969 2588
Director of Music, organist and choirmaster
— Hannah Towndrow BA (Oxon)
music@sonningparish.org.uk
Sonning Bell Ringers
— Tower Captain: Pam Elliston
pamelliston@talktalk.net / 0118 969 5967
— Deputy Tower Captain: Rod Needham
ro6needham@gmail.com / 0118 926 7724
Parish Website: http://www.sonningparish.org.uk
The Parish Magazine: http://www.theparishmagazine.co.uk
— Editor: Bob Peters
editor@theparishmagazine.co.uk / 0118 377 5887
— Advertising and Distribution: Gordon Nutbrown
advertising@theparishmagazine.co.uk / 0118 969 3282
— Treasurer: Pat Livesey
pat.livesey@yahoo.co.uk / 0118 961 8017

— The Parish Magazine is produced by St Andrew’s PCC and delivered
free of charge to every home in Charvil, Sonning and Sonning Eye.
— The Parish Magazine is printed in the United Kingdom by The Print
Factory at Sarum Graphics Ltd, Old Sarum, Salisbury SP4 6QX
— The Parish Magazine is distributed by Abracadabra Leaflet
Distribution Ltd, Reading RG7 1AW
— The Parish Magazine template was designed in 2012 by Roger
Swindale rogerswindale@hotmail.co.uk and David Woodward
david@designforprint.org

ABD Construction
ACG Services Locksmith
Active Domestic Appliances
ADD Plumbing
All Aerials
All Waste Clearance
Barn Store Henley
Berkshire Stump Removals
Big Heart Tree Care
Blandy & Blandy Solicitors
Blinds Direct
Blue Moose
Bridge House
Bridges Home Care
Bull Inn
Callaghan Carpets & Flooring
Chimney Sweep, Thames
Chiropody, Linda Frewin
Chris the Plumber
Clark Bicknell
Complete Pest Solutions
Computer Frustrations
Cruz Kitchens
Design for Print
EMDR Hypnotherapist
Freebody Boatbuilders
Fields Pharmacy
French Horn
Gardiners Nursing
Great House Sonning
Handyman and Decorating Services
Haslams Estate Agents
Hicks Group
Intersmart Electrical Installations
James Autos
Jones & Sheppard Stone Masons
Kingfisher Bathrooms
MC Cleaning
Mill at Sonning
M & L Healthcare Solutions
Mortgage Required
Muck & Mulch
Odd Jobs
Painter and Decorator
Pearson Hall Sonning
Reading Blue Coat School
Richfield Flooring
Seniors Helping Seniors
Shiplake College
Signature Cliveden Manor Care Home
Sonning Golf Club
Sonning Scouts Marquees
Smallwood Garden Services
Style by Julie
Thames Valley Water Softeners
Thames Valley Wills Service
Tomalin Funerals
Walker Funerals
Water Softener Salt
Window Cleaner
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BRIDGE HOUSE
of TWYFORD

Because you deserve
the very best

Welcome to Bridge House Nursing Home
Established for 35 years, the elegant Georgian Grade II listed Bridge House has extended its facilities to
include a beautiful, light-filled and airy purpose built nursing home.
Our philosophy is built upon helping residents maintain their independence and dignity, whilst ensuring
their needs and expectations are fully met. We believe that being independent means having the freedom
of choice and flexibility over how the day is spent. Working closely with families and professionals
is fundamental in delivering and maintaining the required level of health and wellbeing.
At Bridge House, our comprehensive facilities and care provision is designed to deliver skilled,
professional and individually planned care in an unobtrusive manner.

Call 0800 230 0206

Visit www.bridgehouseoftwyford.co.uk
INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING • NURSING HOME
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The French Horn,
Sonning. Quality.
A continuing commitment to
wonderful food and wine.

0118 969 2204

www.thefrenchhorn.co.uk

