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                                        10 A FARM PHILOSOPHER<br />

                                                        I TAKE A NEW PART IN THE PLAY OF LIFE.<br />

                                                        "All the ivorld'sa stage, and all the men and women merely<br />

                                                        players; each have their exits and their entrances and one man<br />

                                                        in his time plays many parts". Shakespeare<br />

                                                        I have been in time, a school girl, a practicer of all the do-<br />

                                                        mestic arts, a wife, a housekeeper, a teacher, a preacher, a lawyer,<br />

                                                        a reformer, an editor, the leader of a high cult Emerson<br />

                                                        Club, an official in the W. C. T. U. for many years. I was ordained<br />

                                                        to the Unitarian Ministry under Rev. Jasper L. Douthet's<br />

                                                        ministrations. I am the first woman graduate of a law school<br />

                                                        in the world; I hold a degree as a Bachelor of Laws from the<br />

                                                        <strong>University</strong> of Chicago, graduating in June 1870 under Judge<br />

                                                        Henry Booth of Chicago, as Dean of the Law Department. I<br />

                                                        am an honorary member of the State Bar Association of Ill-<br />

                                                        inois, and of the Mexican War Veterans, and hold a Ph D. degree<br />

                                                        and other trophies I have won as I ran my race. These<br />

                                                        things came to me after my marriage. I have had an adventurous<br />

                                                        life in a little town, and in it all I was aided and abetted<br />

                                                        by my husband, Henry B. Kepley, who was a member of the<br />

                                                        Effingham County Bar.<br />

                                                        There came to my house on a winter day that Power to<br />

                                                        whom no one may say "No", and when my beloved was borne<br />

                                                        away and I sat in the ashes of my home, life seemed hardly<br />

                                                        worth the effort to keep it. The dejection of my loss was upon<br />

                                                        me, and nothing seemed worth while. My spirit was in abeyance<br />

                                                        to my body, which was out of vigor. Child in my house<br />

                                                        there was none; my kindred, what few were left, were far<br />

                                                        away; my soul turned upon herself and dwelt alone. I thought<br />

                                                        of what good old Job's wife said to him, and felt Who was I,<br />

                                                        who needed me, and the paltry things I did?<br />

                                                        But there were houses and lands and things that I was in<br />

                                                        duty and honor bound to look after, and that had been committed<br />

                                                        to my care, and I decided I would take a new part in<br />

                                                        the play of life and become a farmer, and see<br />

                                                        take me out of the deadly miasma of grief.<br />

                                                        if that would
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                                                    10 A FARM PHILOSOPHER I TAKE A NEW PART IN THE PLAY OF LIFE. "All the ivorld'sa stage, and all the men and women merely players; each have their exits and their entrances and one man in his time plays many parts". Shakespeare I have been in time, a school girl, a practicer of all the do- mestic arts, a wife, a housekeeper, a teacher, a preacher, a lawyer, a reformer, an editor, the leader of a high cult Emerson Club, an official in the W. C. T. U. for many years. I was ordained to the Unitarian Ministry under Rev. Jasper L. Douthet's ministrations. I am the first woman graduate of a law school in the world; I hold a degree as a Bachelor of Laws from the <strong>University</strong> of Chicago, graduating in June 1870 under Judge Henry Booth of Chicago, as Dean of the Law Department. I am an honorary member of the State Bar Association of Ill- inois, and of the Mexican War Veterans, and hold a Ph D. degree and other trophies I have won as I ran my race. These things came to me after my marriage. I have had an adventurous life in a little town, and in it all I was aided and abetted by my husband, Henry B. Kepley, who was a member of the Effingham County Bar. There came to my house on a winter day that Power to whom no one may say "No", and when my beloved was borne away and I sat in the ashes of my home, life seemed hardly worth the effort to keep it. The dejection of my loss was upon me, and nothing seemed worth while. My spirit was in abeyance to my body, which was out of vigor. Child in my house there was none; my kindred, what few were left, were far away; my soul turned upon herself and dwelt alone. I thought of what good old Job's wife said to him, and felt Who was I, who needed me, and the paltry things I did? But there were houses and lands and things that I was in duty and honor bound to look after, and that had been committed to my care, and I decided I would take a new part in the play of life and become a farmer, and see take me out of the deadly miasma of grief. if that would
A LOVE STORY I remembered "Nature never did betray the heart that loved her". I had never had all the ground I wanted to dig in> nor time for it. I loved the woods, the fields, the blue sky,, the cattle and everything that lived almost. . I was absolutely free to do as I pleased. 11 I was responsible to nobody but the good God and myself, I resolved to be a farmer an up-to-date one if I could. Agriculture I had always loved, and agricultural books, papers and pamphlets, and stock and fruit papers charmed me to read. I talked with farmers and watched the fields, but I was a town bred woman ; I had never lived on a farm in my life, just visited on, and enjoyed the life of the farmer, Some of my friends were horrified at the decision I made, a few patted me on the back and said 'That's right". The life long physician of my household, Dr. J. B. Walker, himself a lover of the farm, and a farmer, approved of my venture heartily, and prophesied success for me. My early death was foretold by some, but I was determined to be a farmer. I suppose it did look foolish, but I had to ride over many things my friends declared foolish, and that did not turn out that way. I set my town affairs in the best order I could. My dear home was dismantled; that was now a part of my past, was like Columbus afloat on a to me, uncharted sea. and I My farm is in Mason township, Effingham County, Illinois. It has prairie, bottom and upland fields, and much pasture land. The little Wabash River and Fulfer Creek run through it. It is fructified by many living springs, There is much timber on it, grand old trees, and trees coming on; lovely ravines with gray old rocks and ferns and mosses and wild flowers and pools of water where the cattle and other stock drink, and things that minister to the sense and love of grandeur and beauty. From my upper window I can see the gray old covered wagon bridge, a relic of the past, that crosses the Wabash River, and just beyond that are the great arches of the magnificent concrete, Illinois Central Railroad bridge that stretch across the river like an old Roman Aqueduct the old and new in sharp contrast. This body of land was once all timber but had been cleared and used as a stock farm by my husband, and there were horses and cattle and hogs upon it when it came to-
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