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                                        ARMSTRONG CREEK WEST PRECINCT<br />

                                                        Based on the background research three zones <strong>of</strong> Aboriginal archaeological sensitivity<br />

                                                        are proposed for the study area (refer to Table 5 and Figure 7).<br />

                                                        Zone <strong>of</strong> Aboriginal Archaeological Sensitivity<br />

                                                        Zone 1: Armstrong Creek Corridor<br />

                                                        Zone 2: Elevated Land (Rises)<br />

                                                        Zone 3: Low lying land and remainder <strong>of</strong> study<br />

                                                        area.<br />

                                                        Sensitivity Rating<br />

                                                        High<br />

                                                        Moderate<br />

                                                        Low<br />

                                                        Table 5: Predicted zones <strong>of</strong> Aboriginal archaeological sensitivity in the study area.<br />

                                                        Zone 1: Armstrong Creek corridor: this zone has high potential for Aboriginal places<br />

                                                        due to the presence <strong>of</strong> a water source and alluvial soil deposits. Scarred trees and low<br />

                                                        density stone artefact scatters are known to occur in this zone. There is potential for<br />

                                                        further isolated and/or surface stone artefact scatters and subsurface stone artefact<br />

                                                        occurrences to occur in this zone and there may be intact subsurface deposits. However,<br />

                                                        it is unlikely that further scarred trees will be identified as this zone has been surveyed<br />

                                                        several times previously for scarred trees. It is unlikely that post contact Aboriginal<br />

                                                        places occur in this zone due to the focus <strong>of</strong> post contact activity being outside the study<br />

                                                        area.<br />

                                                        Zone 2: Rises: this zone has moderate sensitivity for Aboriginal places due to the dry<br />

                                                        and elevated vantage points this landform provides. Although only one Aboriginal place<br />

                                                        occurs within this zone in the study area, several Aboriginal places such as isolated and<br />

                                                        low density surface stone artefact scatters occur within a 5 km radius in a similar<br />

                                                        landform. There is potential for isolated and/or surface stone artefact scatters and<br />

                                                        subsurface stone artefact occurrences to occur in this zone.<br />

                                                        Zone 3: Remainder <strong>of</strong> the study area: the remainder <strong>of</strong> the study area has low<br />

                                                        potential for Aboriginal cultural material due to the generally low aspect and damp nature<br />

                                                        <strong>of</strong> the remaining area. Nevertheless, Aboriginal places have been identified in the wider<br />

                                                        area on similar landforms. These are generally sparsely distributed isolated and low<br />

                                                        density surface stone artefact scatters.<br />

                                                        3.6 CONCLUSION<br />

                                                        The background review determined that nine Aboriginal places occur within the study<br />

                                                        area. The places occur within 210 m <strong>of</strong> Armstrong Creek and comprise low density<br />

                                                        surface stone artefact scatters and scarred trees. No subsurface Aboriginal places have<br />

                                                        been identified to date.<br />

                                                        42 ochre imprints Issue Date: 29/10/2009
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                                                    ARMSTRONG CREEK WEST PRECINCT Based on the background research three zones <strong>of</strong> Aboriginal archaeological sensitivity are proposed for the study area (refer to Table 5 and Figure 7). Zone <strong>of</strong> Aboriginal Archaeological Sensitivity Zone 1: Armstrong Creek Corridor Zone 2: Elevated Land (Rises) Zone 3: Low lying land and remainder <strong>of</strong> study area. Sensitivity Rating High Moderate Low Table 5: Predicted zones <strong>of</strong> Aboriginal archaeological sensitivity in the study area. Zone 1: Armstrong Creek corridor: this zone has high potential for Aboriginal places due to the presence <strong>of</strong> a water source and alluvial soil deposits. Scarred trees and low density stone artefact scatters are known to occur in this zone. There is potential for further isolated and/or surface stone artefact scatters and subsurface stone artefact occurrences to occur in this zone and there may be intact subsurface deposits. However, it is unlikely that further scarred trees will be identified as this zone has been surveyed several times previously for scarred trees. It is unlikely that post contact Aboriginal places occur in this zone due to the focus <strong>of</strong> post contact activity being outside the study area. Zone 2: Rises: this zone has moderate sensitivity for Aboriginal places due to the dry and elevated vantage points this landform provides. Although only one Aboriginal place occurs within this zone in the study area, several Aboriginal places such as isolated and low density surface stone artefact scatters occur within a 5 km radius in a similar landform. There is potential for isolated and/or surface stone artefact scatters and subsurface stone artefact occurrences to occur in this zone. Zone 3: Remainder <strong>of</strong> the study area: the remainder <strong>of</strong> the study area has low potential for Aboriginal cultural material due to the generally low aspect and damp nature <strong>of</strong> the remaining area. Nevertheless, Aboriginal places have been identified in the wider area on similar landforms. These are generally sparsely distributed isolated and low density surface stone artefact scatters. 3.6 CONCLUSION The background review determined that nine Aboriginal places occur within the study area. The places occur within 210 m <strong>of</strong> Armstrong Creek and comprise low density surface stone artefact scatters and scarred trees. No subsurface Aboriginal places have been identified to date. 42 ochre imprints Issue Date: 29/10/2009
DESKTOP CULTURAL HERITAGE ASSESSMENT Based on geological and archaeological background information two zones with increased archaeological sensitivity were identified in the study area. These comprise: • Creek corridors comprising Armstrong Creek corridor and its tributaries; and, • Elevated landforms. Aboriginal places in the wider region commonly occur along water courses, however many have also been identified on elevated rises. Aboriginal places are most likely to occur in shallow surface deposits due to the age <strong>of</strong> landforms in the study area. Alluvial landforms along Armstrong Creek have the greatest potential to contain intact Aboriginal cultural heritage. The age <strong>of</strong> Aboriginal places in the study area is unknown. Scarred trees are unlikely to be > 300 years old. Stone artefact scatters are likely to be < 6,000 years old, based on the results <strong>of</strong> radio carbon dating <strong>of</strong> four Aboriginal places on the Bellarine Peninsula. However, in the absence <strong>of</strong> organic material stone scatters and subsurface cultural heritage will be difficult to date. The background research suggests that the focus <strong>of</strong> activity for Aboriginal people, at least in the post contact period, was at Dooliebeal (Stewarts Reserve) and Duneed Aboriginal Reserve, both outside the current study area. Armstrong Creek may have served as a travel route during the pre-contact period from the west to the resource rich Bellarine Peninsula. It is likely therefore that the study area, along Armstrong Creek, has been regularly traversed and utilised for limited and brief opportunistic resource acquisition in pre and post contact periods. The creek and its associated Aboriginal places are likely to have strong significance for Aboriginal people. Issue Date: 29/10/2009 ochre imprints 43
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