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                                                        It is now known that the capacity of oceans is not limitless. With<strong>in</strong><br />
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                                                    Children and the Environment I Protect the Environment-I Safeguard My Future By stay<strong>in</strong>g <strong>in</strong><strong>form</strong>ed about what is happen<strong>in</strong>g <strong>in</strong> the world and by pass<strong>in</strong>g the <strong>in</strong><strong>form</strong>ation on to others we are tak<strong>in</strong>g a significant step towards the protection of our planet. Endangered Oceans Oceans cover more than 70% of the planet's surface. Life <strong>in</strong> our oceans has an <strong>in</strong>credible variety of shapes and sizes, and it is estimated that 178,000 species live <strong>in</strong> ocean waters. This number cont<strong>in</strong>ues to grow as technology evolves and allows for exploration, and more discoveries, <strong>in</strong> deep waters. At the same time, some mar<strong>in</strong>e species have been lost forever, while others are on the br<strong>in</strong>k of ext<strong>in</strong>ction. Our habits contribute to this: overfish<strong>in</strong>g, pollution, poor conservation. The evolution of technology has <strong>in</strong>creased the capacity to exploit mar<strong>in</strong>e life at rates much higher than those of reproduction and restoration. It is now known that the capacity of oceans is not limitless. With<strong>in</strong> 50 years (1925 -1975), whal<strong>in</strong>g boats have decimated populations of whales and killed more than 1.5 million whales. This did did not stop until 1986 when the ban on commercial whal<strong>in</strong>g came <strong>in</strong>to effect. Even today, Japan and Norway cont<strong>in</strong>ue their whal<strong>in</strong>g. Other mar<strong>in</strong>e species with high commercial value, such as tuna, a fac<strong>in</strong>g a similar fate. Scientists cry<strong>in</strong>g out about the dramatic decl<strong>in</strong>e <strong>in</strong> stocks of tuna do not prove sufficient to protect the migratory fish from this impend<strong>in</strong>g threat. Other species such as dolph<strong>in</strong>s are threatened by destructive fish<strong>in</strong>g gear, mar<strong>in</strong>e pollution and competition with fishermen. If we cont<strong>in</strong>ue the same tactics the results will be tragic for both mar<strong>in</strong>e life and for the millions who depend on it. We should take steps before it is too late. Hope from 190 Countries Agree<strong>in</strong>g on Measures for the Climate In Cancun Mexico, the governments of 190 countries agreed on a package of measures to tackle global warm<strong>in</strong>g, <strong>in</strong>clud<strong>in</strong>g the creation of an annual "green fund" of 100 billion dollars by 2020. They also agreed on additional measures aim<strong>in</strong>g to improve the mechanisms that will enable develop<strong>in</strong>g countries to better adapt to climate change. The agreement is believed to <strong>in</strong>crease the chances of the European Union to set an even more difficult target regard<strong>in</strong>g the reduction of carbon dioxide emissions. The EU has said it will <strong>in</strong>crease to 30% the reduction <strong>in</strong> carbon dioxide by 2020 compared with 1990 levels, from the current 20% target, if the rest of the world adopts tougher measures to tackle climate change. 28 AEGEAN NEWS WINTER 2010-2011
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