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                                        T r a v e l W i t h A e g e a n<br />

                                                        National Park<br />

                                                        οf Dadia Forest<br />

                                                        At the center of the prefecture of Evros, on the southeast edge of the Rhodope Mounta<strong>in</strong><br />

                                                        range, at the crossroads of two cont<strong>in</strong>ents, is the unique and world-renowned National Forest<br />

                                                        Park of Dadia.<br />

                                                        There is a profusion of nature <strong>in</strong><br />

                                                        the entire region, with mounta<strong>in</strong><br />

                                                        peaks and valleys, rush<strong>in</strong>g<br />

                                                        river waters, quiet streams and mysterious<br />

                                                        shady woods host<strong>in</strong>g perhaps<br />

                                                        the most unique wildlife and flora of<br />

                                                        Europe.<br />

                                                        The diverse landscape and the<br />

                                                        rich vegetation create a magnificent<br />

                                                        environment. The hills, valleys, and<br />

                                                        mounta<strong>in</strong> peaks create a rich and<br />

                                                        diverse topography, together with<br />

                                                        forests of p<strong>in</strong>e, oak, and beech trees.<br />

                                                        Rich flora and even richer fauna, with<br />

                                                        40 species of reptiles and amphibians,<br />

                                                        48 species of mammals and 220 bird<br />

                                                        species abound. The presence of rare<br />

                                                        species makes the National Park a forest<br />

                                                        of immense ecological value, the<br />

                                                        <strong>Aegean</strong> gas stations <strong>in</strong> the area<br />

                                                        Lycofi of Soufli, a distance of 8.5 kilometers from the<br />

                                                        National Park<br />

                                                        Provatonas of Soufli, on the National Road between<br />

                                                        Alexandroupolis and the Greek border, a distance of 19<br />

                                                        kilometers<br />

                                                        On the 2 nd kilometer of Tychero-Provatonas road, a distance<br />

                                                        of 21 kilometers<br />

                                                        Tychero of Soufli, a distance of 23 kilometers<br />

                                                        lead<strong>in</strong>g role played by the birds of prey<br />

                                                        that nest here. Thirty-six species of diurnal<br />

                                                        raptors (from a total of 38 found<br />

                                                        <strong>in</strong> Europe) have been observed <strong>in</strong> the<br />

                                                        region. Eagles, vultures, buzzards, and<br />

                                                        hawks fly over the quiet and beautiful<br />

                                                        scenery of the Thracian land, <strong>in</strong> one of<br />

                                                        the last safe havens <strong>in</strong> Europe.<br />

                                                        The region was characterized a<br />

                                                        protected area <strong>in</strong> 1980 and <strong>in</strong>cludes<br />

                                                        two strict protection zones totall<strong>in</strong>g<br />

                                                        729,000 acres and a peripheral zone of<br />

                                                        3,571,000 acres.<br />

                                                        The area of the Dadia National<br />

                                                        Forest Park has been <strong>in</strong>cluded <strong>in</strong> the<br />

                                                        list of Greek NATURA 2000. Its full<br />

                                                        name "National Forest Park Dadia<br />

                                                        - Lefkimi - Soufli" was the result of a<br />

                                                        jo<strong>in</strong>t m<strong>in</strong>isterial decree of 2006.<br />

                                                        How to Get There<br />

                                                        By airplane: Daily flights to Alexandroupolis<br />

                                                        By car: About 9 hours from Athens,<br />

                                                        4 hours from Thessaloniki<br />

                                                        via Egnatia Highway, 45 m<strong>in</strong>utes<br />

                                                        from Alexandroupolis<br />

                                                        Visitors In<strong>form</strong>ation Center<br />

                                                        In Dadia village there is a visitors’ <strong>in</strong><strong>form</strong>ation center with an exhibition<br />

                                                        of photographs, video view<strong>in</strong>g, a small conference room,<br />

                                                        a cafeteria-bar and a souvenir and local products shop.<br />

                                                        From the <strong>in</strong><strong>form</strong>ation center a Municipality of Dadia bus transports<br />

                                                        visitors to the observatory where, through telescopes, they<br />

                                                        can observe birds at the feeder area.<br />

                                                        Worth See<strong>in</strong>g<br />

                                                        Near the village of Dadia you<br />

                                                        can see the ru<strong>in</strong>s of a Byzant<strong>in</strong>e<br />

                                                        castle built by emperor<br />

                                                        Just<strong>in</strong>ian. Another monument<br />

                                                        of historical significance is the<br />

                                                        Monastery of Dadia.<br />

                                                        30 AEGEAN NEWS WINTER 2010-2011
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