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                                        Chapter 4<br />

                                                        THE FIFTIES & SIXTIES<br />

                                                        In 1950, the President of the EGA was Viscount<br />

                                                        Kemsley, a newspaper tycoon. To stimulate<br />

                                                        gliding and cross country flying during the<br />

                                                        winter months, he put up 100 guineas for<br />

                                                        prizes for pilots and clubs achieving the best winter<br />

                                                        performances from aerotow, winch, or bungee<br />

                                                        launches between the 1st November 1950 and 28th<br />

                                                        February 1951. In the event, Lome Welch of the<br />

                                                        Surrey <strong>Club</strong> won the aerotow class with a flight of<br />

                                                        41 miles and Harry Cook the other with a flight of<br />

                                                        45 V6 miles. The competition was extended into<br />

                                                        March and John Currie, whilst not winning, got a<br />

                                                        special mention for his flight of 59 miles from<br />

                                                        Dunstable to Forest Row in Sussex. In 1955,<br />

                                                        Kemsley introduced a scheme to subsidise<br />

                                                        impecunious young pilots and with the help of<br />

                                                        this, John Currie became a syndicate partner in a<br />

                                                        Meise with Arthur Cleaver, Mike Riddell and Alan<br />

                                                        Stagg.<br />

                                                        It was in 1950 that the Zoo asked if <strong>Club</strong> members<br />

                                                        would not fly so low over Whipsnade as it was<br />

                                                        upsetting the parrots.<br />

                                                        A story has recently emerged about how, in the<br />

                                                        early fifties, a murder suspect nearly became<br />

                                                        Manager of our <strong>Club</strong>. It seems that the post was<br />

                                                        advertised and one of the applicants who<br />

                                                        obviously had an aviation background as he held a<br />

                                                        private pilot's licence, was interviewed by<br />

                                                        Chairman Dudley Hiscox. Dudley did not take to<br />

                                                        him and he was turned down for the job. Some<br />

                                                        time later, there was a very high profile murder<br />

                                                        case where a Warren Street second-hand car dealer<br />

                                                        Stanley Setty was killed and his body<br />

                                                        dismembered. His various bits were bagged up and<br />

                                                        then dumped over the Essex Marshes from an<br />

                                                        Auster aircraft hired from a flying club in the<br />

                                                        London area. Unfortunately the dumping was done<br />

                                                        at high tide and the crime was very quickly<br />

                                                        discovered. Our applicant was arrested,<br />

                                                        subsequently tried but not found guilty. His name<br />

                                                        was Brian Donald Hume and he took himself off to<br />

                                                        Switzerland where he murdered a taxi driver and<br />

                                                        was gaoled by the Swiss.<br />

                                                        Nowadays, two seater training on the AS-K 21 is<br />

                                                        followed by a first solo in an AS-K 23 or AS-K 21,<br />

                                                        but in the fifties and sixties things were different.<br />

                                                        The two seater in use then was the open cockpit<br />

                                                        Slingsby T.21, which was used exclusively for<br />

                                                        flying off a winch launch. Being large and draggy,<br />

                                                        the T.21 would have put too much strain on the<br />

                                                        engines of the Tiger Moths which were the then<br />

                                                        current tug aircraft, so there was no dual aerotow<br />

                                                        Slingsby Tutor, first solo aircraft in the years 1950-67. Slingsby T.21, basic trainer 1950 - 67.<br />

                                                        TAKE <strong>UP</strong> SLACK • 27
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                                                    piano in a Swedish hotel at breakfast time and played through three concertos from memory to the amazement of the hotel guests. In his later years, when asked if he was still able to fly, Doc replied 'Oh yes, I can fly all right. I just can't see the b.b.b.bloody ground to land!' To sum up Doc in one sentence, one can do no better than Mike Bird who wrote: This man who in the same day could compose a piece for piano, voice and any of 12 different wind instruments (all of which he could play), perform a tracheotomy to save the life of a child, design a flying wing that would do aerobatics under and over the hospital beds of his young patients, edit a magazine, formulate a new meteorological theory and observe an occultation of a planet by the moon, has only one serious deficiency - he doesn 't 26 • TAKE <strong>UP</strong> SLACK Philip Wills is bun gee launched in his 1 1jordis 1935. know the meaning of the expression too often heard among today's young Tm bored'. A mention should be made of the perennial peasants' question 'What happens if you land in the lions' den?' For a start, Whipsnade no longer keep the king of the beasts as they now concentrate on endangered species and secondly, the original pit was so small that gliders could probably only have got into it by diving vertically. Gliders have landed within the Zoo boundaries in the distant past. Lawrence Wright put down his Scud in the bison's enclosure and had to de-rig it single-handed this really was dangerous. Ann Edmonds (later Welch) landed in a paddock and kept warm by running between the wing (which the wind was trying to lift over) and the tail (which Shetland ponies and goats were trying to strip of fabric and eat). The Zoo Superintendent gallantly came to her rescue. Tim Hervey briefs pilot for launch from the hill top 1938.
Chapter 4 THE FIFTIES & SIXTIES In 1950, the President of the EGA was Viscount Kemsley, a newspaper tycoon. To stimulate gliding and cross country flying during the winter months, he put up 100 guineas for prizes for pilots and clubs achieving the best winter performances from aerotow, winch, or bungee launches between the 1st November 1950 and 28th February 1951. In the event, Lome Welch of the Surrey <strong>Club</strong> won the aerotow class with a flight of 41 miles and Harry Cook the other with a flight of 45 V6 miles. The competition was extended into March and John Currie, whilst not winning, got a special mention for his flight of 59 miles from Dunstable to Forest Row in Sussex. In 1955, Kemsley introduced a scheme to subsidise impecunious young pilots and with the help of this, John Currie became a syndicate partner in a Meise with Arthur Cleaver, Mike Riddell and Alan Stagg. It was in 1950 that the Zoo asked if <strong>Club</strong> members would not fly so low over Whipsnade as it was upsetting the parrots. A story has recently emerged about how, in the early fifties, a murder suspect nearly became Manager of our <strong>Club</strong>. It seems that the post was advertised and one of the applicants who obviously had an aviation background as he held a private pilot's licence, was interviewed by Chairman Dudley Hiscox. Dudley did not take to him and he was turned down for the job. Some time later, there was a very high profile murder case where a Warren Street second-hand car dealer Stanley Setty was killed and his body dismembered. His various bits were bagged up and then dumped over the Essex Marshes from an Auster aircraft hired from a flying club in the London area. Unfortunately the dumping was done at high tide and the crime was very quickly discovered. Our applicant was arrested, subsequently tried but not found guilty. His name was Brian Donald Hume and he took himself off to Switzerland where he murdered a taxi driver and was gaoled by the Swiss. Nowadays, two seater training on the AS-K 21 is followed by a first solo in an AS-K 23 or AS-K 21, but in the fifties and sixties things were different. The two seater in use then was the open cockpit Slingsby T.21, which was used exclusively for flying off a winch launch. Being large and draggy, the T.21 would have put too much strain on the engines of the Tiger Moths which were the then current tug aircraft, so there was no dual aerotow Slingsby Tutor, first solo aircraft in the years 1950-67. Slingsby T.21, basic trainer 1950 - 67. TAKE <strong>UP</strong> SLACK • 27
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