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                                        the inspired Chairmanship of Tom Zealley and with<br />

                                                        the appointment of John Jeffries as CFI/Manager,<br />

                                                        things really took off. Within two years the number<br />

                                                        of launches leapt from around 12,000 to over<br />

                                                        20,000 and gradually the composition of the glider<br />

                                                        and tug fleets was radically changed. Details of the<br />

                                                        aircraft involved are given in chapter 11.<br />

                                                        In 1966, Hertfordshire County Council provided a<br />

                                                        subsidy to encourage schoolchildren to experience<br />

                                                        the joys of flight, and a series of evening courses<br />

                                                        was held at Dunstable. These were so successful<br />

                                                        that John Jeffries decided to extend the invitation<br />

                                                        to other groups such as Young Farmers, Rotary<br />

                                                        <strong>Club</strong>s, Women's Institutes, sports clubs etc. By<br />

                                                        1968, with publicity, evening flying became a<br />

                                                        regular feature of <strong>Club</strong> activity and a major source<br />

                                                        of income. In view of the somewhat inadequate<br />

                                                        winching facilities, most of the flying was done<br />

                                                        from 1,000 foot aerotows. By the following year<br />

                                                        almost 100% take-up of evening course places was<br />

                                                        the norm, some groups comprised of 30 or more<br />

                                                        participants.<br />

                                                        The <strong>Club</strong> has regularly hosted groups of<br />

                                                        schoolchildren and has run sessions for speciality<br />

                                                        organisations such as the Royal Society for the<br />

                                                        Protection of Birds.<br />

                                                        On one evening course we had a coach load of<br />

                                                        disabled people who moved around in<br />

                                                        wheelchairs. They all had their air experience<br />

                                                        flights and then retired to the bar, where they held<br />

                                                        Bar games were a<br />

                                                        feature of the fifties<br />

                                                        and sixties.<br />

                                                        Tom and June<br />

                                                        Zealley<br />

                                                        inspecting their<br />

                                                        new Ka 6 in<br />

                                                        1961.<br />

                                                        quite a party and knocked back a large quantity of<br />

                                                        alcohol. A lady member recounting this the next<br />

                                                        day remarked in all innocence "They were all<br />

                                                        legless when they left here!"<br />

                                                        Consequent on LGC's success in this field of<br />

                                                        widening the interest in gliding, John Jeffries was<br />

                                                        invited to deliver a series of presentations to BGA<br />

                                                        management groups, and evening courses were<br />

                                                        generally adopted throughout the UK gliding<br />

                                                        scene.<br />

                                                        1966 also saw the introduction of the 'Bronze C<br />

                                                        qualification as a means of encouraging more<br />

                                                        training in cross country awareness before<br />

                                                        attempting flights for the Silver badge.<br />

                                                        Philomena Delaney (Philly) was resident tug pilot<br />

                                                        during the 1968 season and was flying a Chipmunk<br />

                                                        on the NE run which used to involve towing out to<br />

                                                        the right of the windsock and over Hangar Ridge in<br />

                                                        front of the <strong>Club</strong>house. This route could prove<br />

                                                        quite turbulent in the lee of the Bowl. One day the<br />

                                                        glider got too high and pitched the nose of the tug<br />

                                                        earthwards. Philly reacted very quickly, ditching<br />

                                                        the towrope, but could not get the nose up in time<br />

                                                        to avoid touching down heavily in Pratt's Field,<br />

                                                        bending the rear fuselage of the Chipmunk badly<br />

                                                        but at least enabling her to walk away unscathed.<br />

                                                        One attractive feature of the <strong>Club</strong> bar that has long<br />

                                                        since disappeared was installed by John Hands. It<br />

                                                        TAKE <strong>UP</strong> SLACK • 43
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                                                    horrified, and dashed off to hire himself a respectable Ford Zephyr instead. In 1965, the Marconi Company contacted the <strong>Club</strong> for help with a project to see the extent to which gliders showed up on radar. Trials were carried out over Essex using the <strong>Club</strong>'s Skylark III and one of the Tiger Moth tugs. Various types of passive radar reflectors were tried, some consisting of strips of aluminium tape stuck on to various parts of the aircraft. Mike Till, Colin Richardson, John Cardiff and Jim Wingett did the flying, mostly out of Colchester airport. The radar was at Rivenhall and would direct the glider to Wheeley Heath, a farmer's strip that they would use for the rest of the day, sometimes doing nine flights. On one occasion the glider release jammed while Colin was being towed up through cloud and they gained another 500 feet before he managed to free it. Mike in the tug spiralled down towards Wheeley Heath but found it completely clamped in so diverted to Ipswich. Colin told Rivenhall of the situation and they gave him a course to fly for Ipswich. He reckoned he had plenty of height to spare but he was still in cloud when approaching the estuary. The airport was quite a way over the other side and Rivenhall advised him to turn back if he had doubts. Colin did decide to press on, broke cloud halfway across the water and just managed to scrape into the airport without circling or using the airbrakes. The extra 500 feet before release had made all the difference. While they were flying out of Wheeley Heath, the farmer was grubbing up an orchard with explosives and every now and then there would be a shattering crash. They hoped he would not project an apple tree into their flight path on take off! Mike Till recounts even more fraught situations that cropped up during the course of the trials. On many of the sorties, the glider was towed up to heights of 8,000 feet over the North Sea and on cast off, Rivenhall Radar gave a course to the east. Eventually instruction to turn back to land was given, but as many of the flights were carried out blind, complete faith in the controller's advice of location was needed. On one flight, sea fog had rolled in over Ipswich and on Mike's return approach he was really sweating until, breaking cloud at about 100 feet, he saw the runway numbers directly beneath him. Piloting the Tiger Moth up to high altitudes in mid winter was no joke either. The cold was intense in spite of many layers of clothing. The gap between top of flying helmet and top of goggles caused intense pain as it froze and Mike's solution was to 42 • TAKE <strong>UP</strong> SLACK wedge in a pad of rolled up cloth. This worked well until it unrolled on one approach and blinded him. The whole test programme involved over 200 aerotows. All flights were carried out with full co-operation of Air Traffic Control and briefings had been circulated to all airfields in the area including the military. However when on one descent though cloud, Mike came into an area of clear air several hundred yards long but still completely surrounded by cloud, a US Air Force Voodoo fighter suddenly appeared head-on at the same level. The Skylark and the Voodoo passed wingtip to wingtip at a closing speed of some 350 mph and Mike clearly recalls the face peering out from the bone-dome behind the perspex. An enquiry was held and as Mike entered the building where it was taking place, an American lieutenant colonel shouted across the hallway 'That's the guy', so clearly had he seen him. The Marconi operation was completely exonerated of any blame and it turned out that it was the colonel's third air-miss that year. A story Mike Till told against himself was about the time they were preparing to tow out of Ipswich with a fair crosswind. The Skylark was hitched on to the Tiger, which was standing facing a parked aircraft. To turn a Tiger Moth into wind, it was the practice to give a burst of throttle with the stick held full forward and full rudder. This usually worked well but this time the crosswind prevented the swing around and the Moth trundled forward straight towards the parked machine. With no wheel brakes to slow it down, Mike switched off the engine and the metal prop had stopped when the Tiger came to rest, the engine cowling having bent the parked machine's tail fin. Mike and John Cardiff pushed the bent fin upright and as nobody seemed to have noticed, carried on and took off. Fortunately the damaged machine was a derelict so no harm was done and any altercation with authorities avoided. Two course members were comparing notes on the relative merits of the instructors. 'I can't see any difference between John Jeffries and Mike' said one.' I can,' retorted the other, (JJ pulls much harder when we are getting the glider back to the launch point.' Long time member Mike Garrod worked as a Met. Office forecaster and read the daily weather news on Radio Four or its then equivalent. The mid-sixties to mid-seventies saw a dramatic increase in the flying activity at Dunstable. Under
the inspired Chairmanship of Tom Zealley and with the appointment of John Jeffries as CFI/Manager, things really took off. Within two years the number of launches leapt from around 12,000 to over 20,000 and gradually the composition of the glider and tug fleets was radically changed. Details of the aircraft involved are given in chapter 11. In 1966, Hertfordshire County Council provided a subsidy to encourage schoolchildren to experience the joys of flight, and a series of evening courses was held at Dunstable. These were so successful that John Jeffries decided to extend the invitation to other groups such as Young Farmers, Rotary <strong>Club</strong>s, Women's Institutes, sports clubs etc. By 1968, with publicity, evening flying became a regular feature of <strong>Club</strong> activity and a major source of income. In view of the somewhat inadequate winching facilities, most of the flying was done from 1,000 foot aerotows. By the following year almost 100% take-up of evening course places was the norm, some groups comprised of 30 or more participants. The <strong>Club</strong> has regularly hosted groups of schoolchildren and has run sessions for speciality organisations such as the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds. On one evening course we had a coach load of disabled people who moved around in wheelchairs. They all had their air experience flights and then retired to the bar, where they held Bar games were a feature of the fifties and sixties. Tom and June Zealley inspecting their new Ka 6 in 1961. quite a party and knocked back a large quantity of alcohol. A lady member recounting this the next day remarked in all innocence "They were all legless when they left here!" Consequent on LGC's success in this field of widening the interest in gliding, John Jeffries was invited to deliver a series of presentations to BGA management groups, and evening courses were generally adopted throughout the UK gliding scene. 1966 also saw the introduction of the 'Bronze C qualification as a means of encouraging more training in cross country awareness before attempting flights for the Silver badge. Philomena Delaney (Philly) was resident tug pilot during the 1968 season and was flying a Chipmunk on the NE run which used to involve towing out to the right of the windsock and over Hangar Ridge in front of the <strong>Club</strong>house. This route could prove quite turbulent in the lee of the Bowl. One day the glider got too high and pitched the nose of the tug earthwards. Philly reacted very quickly, ditching the towrope, but could not get the nose up in time to avoid touching down heavily in Pratt's Field, bending the rear fuselage of the Chipmunk badly but at least enabling her to walk away unscathed. One attractive feature of the <strong>Club</strong> bar that has long since disappeared was installed by John Hands. It TAKE <strong>UP</strong> SLACK • 43
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