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                                        This done, I was horrified to see two cracks<br />

                                                        radiating up across the front of the perspex from<br />

                                                        the point where the sealing had been put. The<br />

                                                        immediate remedy was to drill two one-sixteenth<br />

                                                        inch holes to stop the cracks spreading further, and<br />

                                                        then help was sought from the Workshop. The<br />

                                                        canopy would have been hideously expensive to<br />

                                                        replace although it was thought that the mould was<br />

                                                        still available in Switzerland nine years after the<br />

                                                        Moswey had been bought there. Dave Richardson<br />

                                                        took a long look at the canopy and then casually<br />

                                                        wiped off the cracks, which were no more than<br />

                                                        thin strands of Araldite that had trailed across it!<br />

                                                        The glider was eventually sold back to its<br />

                                                        homeland and the Swiss will probably puzzle for<br />

                                                        evermore why there were these two holes in the<br />

                                                        canopy (unless they read this, of course).<br />

                                                        At the end of the eighties, the Leighton Buzzard<br />

                                                        area and surrounding villages were terrorised by a<br />

                                                        series of rape attacks, and supplies of door bolts,<br />

                                                        locks and security devices became unobtainable in<br />

                                                        local hardware stores. The perpetrator nicknamed<br />

                                                        The Fox, eluded the police for eighteen months. A<br />

                                                        tremendous effort was mounted to try and catch<br />

                                                        him including the use of helicopters, dog patrols<br />

                                                        and the following up of any suspicious reports of<br />

                                                        sightings. A young lad was winch driving at the<br />

                                                        <strong>Club</strong> at the time and, having overslept one<br />

                                                        morning, got a lift and was dropped in the lane<br />

                                                        opposite the <strong>Club</strong> gateway. Someone reported<br />

                                                        seeing a figure run across the Tring Road carrying a<br />

                                                        large plastic bag, and in no time at all a police<br />

                                                        helicopter landed by the <strong>Club</strong>house, sundry patrol<br />

                                                        cars roared up the driveway with a dog van in<br />

                                                        attendance, and the whole place was swarming<br />

                                                        with the constabulary. Ron Grey, who was running<br />

                                                        the restaurant then, knew a number of the<br />

                                                        policemen and, leaning out the window, invited<br />

                                                        them in for a coffee! The Fox was eventually<br />

                                                        captured in London more or less by accident when,<br />

                                                        stopping him for a traffic offence, the police<br />

                                                        looked into his car boot and found the mask and<br />

                                                        other gear the he used in his attacks.<br />

                                                        Then there was the story of The Dunstable Hi-jack.<br />

                                                        A very junior young lady on a course took a fancy<br />

                                                        to the current tug pilot but he warily kept very<br />

                                                        clear. A week or so later after the end of the course<br />

                                                        the girl turned up again at the <strong>Club</strong> and asked<br />

                                                        where she could find the tuggie. It so happened<br />

                                                        that he was attending with two others a dinner<br />

                                                        thrown by Barbara Deans in her caravan, and the<br />

                                                        proceedings were rudely interrupted by the van<br />

                                                        door being flung open and the diners ordered<br />

                                                        outside at the point of Daddy's 12 bore shotgun. It<br />

                                                        was a terrifying situation and whilst attention was<br />

                                                        being focussed on the tug pilot, others jumped the<br />

                                                        girl, grabbing the gun which went off blasting a<br />

                                                        huge hole in the ground. The police came to take<br />

                                                        the girl away and, although under-age, she was<br />

                                                        detained. As someone once said: 'Hell hath no fury<br />

                                                        like a woman scorned!'<br />

                                                        One or two week gliding courses had been a<br />

                                                        feature at the larger clubs since the 1930s but these<br />

                                                        were universally for training ab initio pupils or just<br />

                                                        for holiday makers. When John Jeffries bought a<br />

                                                        high performance Caproni Calif two seater in 1974,<br />

                                                        he started giving cross-country instruction to the<br />

                                                        less experienced pilots. In the following year he<br />

                                                        had the brilliant idea of 'Lead and Follow' where a<br />

                                                        group of private owners would accompany him on<br />

                                                        a task and, theoretically at least, if one of them got<br />

                                                        low John would spiral down and try and guide<br />

                                                        them to a thermal source and so enable them to<br />

                                                        continue their progress. This<br />

                                                        appeared to work very successfully,<br />

                                                        and John extended the idea to use a<br />

                                                        <strong>Club</strong> AS-K 13 as lead ship with Ka 8s<br />

                                                        as followers. By 1976, this form of<br />

                                                        cross country instruction had proved<br />

                                                        itself and, once again, JJ was asked<br />

                                                        The Swiss built<br />

                                                        Moswey IV<br />

                                                        soaring over the<br />

                                                        Zoo in 1988.<br />
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                                                    nose on tow behind a Dakota. He also did some camera work from the astrodome on one of the Dakotas. Considering that there were no Horsas left in existence when the film was made, the result was surprisingly effective. In the mid seventies the <strong>Club</strong> was adopted by a bird of the feathered variety, which turned up one day and proved to be not only completely tame but a dipsomaniac as well. If the bar was open, it would fly inside and wait for someone to buy a beer and then try and scrounge a drink. It was a starling and would perch on anyone's finger if it was outstretched or on a shoulder if outside the building. After a few sups of beer it would become decidedly squiffy and start staggering around, which was all very well except that it would then defecate all over the bar. Ron Humphries, who had the bar concession at the time, eventually got fed up with this and took the bird in his car to the middle of Dunstable, releasing it back to the wild to plague someone else. Late one night during the winter of 1974, a farewell party for the caterers the Harmandian family was being held in the restaurant when someone dashed upstairs shouting that the hangar was on fire. The response he got was not what he expected, and with difficulty he persuaded the partygoers that he was not joking. Although there were only about a dozen of them, they managed to empty the hangar in less than ten minutes and get at two Tiger Moths at the back, which were blazing. They were manoeuvred outside and the fuel tank of one of them exploded. None of the gliders suffered any damage at all and the Tigers got away with just three of the wings being burnt beyond repair. The source of the fire was a mystery but it was almost certainly arson. After landing in a field one afternoon, Frank Pozerskis was asked by one of the locals where he came from. Frank, perhaps not so aware of the subtleties of the English language that give totally different meanings to 'Where have you come from?' and 'Where do you come from?' replied, 'Lithuania'. This prompted a very reverential: 'What, today? Cor!' One of John Jeffries' interesting flights was when flying with a pupil in an AS-K 13 somewhere out near Fdelsborough, they saw a wall of fog forming up between them and the <strong>Club</strong>. Attempting to get back to the airfield John realised that the visibility had become zero, so he flew at minimum speed in a gentle circle hoping he would see the ground before he hit something. As he circled, he could 48 IAKE <strong>UP</strong> SLACK hear the traffic on the Tring Road but could see nothing at all. Then the ground appeared just below his wingtip, so he straightened out, opened the brakes, and managed to get down in to a field. Just as the glider stopped rolling, he saw the outline of a brick building no more than six yards ahead of him - a very close thing indeed. On another occasion, John took a bungee launch from the south west launch point and tucked in close into the Hill at a height of only some twenty feet. He got into the up-draught and crabbed around the Bastion, gaining height all the way until he soared above the Hill top and got away. It was a fascinating demonstration of what can be done in a Ka8. The Golden Jubilee of the <strong>Club</strong> was celebrated in February 1980 with a grand dinner held in the Sculpture Gallery of Woburn Abbey. Two hundred and fifty guests attended the event, which was superbly organised by Annabel Ellis. Many of the early members of the <strong>Club</strong> from the thirties turned up and the speakers were Godfrey Lee, past Chairman, John Sproule and Peter King, current Chairman. Two of the youngest members of the LGC made a special point of attending so that in the year 2030 they would be able to attend the 100th Anniversary as old codgers and reminisce about the 'good old days' of 1980! October 1987 saw The Great Storm, when winds of hurricane force swept the south of England. Dunstable did not escape unharmed and several trailers and aircraft got damaged. The shed in which the AS-K 16 lived in winter time was completely demolished and the fragments distributed from the <strong>Club</strong>house trailer rack down to the Lynchets. On their way, the larger bits of the roof and walls struck several trailers: damaging the Capstan, Weihe and Oly 463 inside them. The Kite trailer was speared by a length of four by two timber attached to four square feet of roof, but it penetrated the only bit of the trailer without any part of the glider in it. The floor of the shed remained where it was, with the AS-K 16 fuselage sitting on it virtually unscathed apart from a broken canopy. The wings too had hardly any damage: a few tears in the fabric and a small break in a trailing edge. In 1987 my Moswey was having attention to the sealing of its canopy, which was a large perspex bubble moulding. A strip of fuzzy foam was coated with Araldite, placed into position at the front of the cockpit aperture, and then, to hold it in place while it was setting, the canopy was locked down.
This done, I was horrified to see two cracks radiating up across the front of the perspex from the point where the sealing had been put. The immediate remedy was to drill two one-sixteenth inch holes to stop the cracks spreading further, and then help was sought from the Workshop. The canopy would have been hideously expensive to replace although it was thought that the mould was still available in Switzerland nine years after the Moswey had been bought there. Dave Richardson took a long look at the canopy and then casually wiped off the cracks, which were no more than thin strands of Araldite that had trailed across it! The glider was eventually sold back to its homeland and the Swiss will probably puzzle for evermore why there were these two holes in the canopy (unless they read this, of course). At the end of the eighties, the Leighton Buzzard area and surrounding villages were terrorised by a series of rape attacks, and supplies of door bolts, locks and security devices became unobtainable in local hardware stores. The perpetrator nicknamed The Fox, eluded the police for eighteen months. A tremendous effort was mounted to try and catch him including the use of helicopters, dog patrols and the following up of any suspicious reports of sightings. A young lad was winch driving at the <strong>Club</strong> at the time and, having overslept one morning, got a lift and was dropped in the lane opposite the <strong>Club</strong> gateway. Someone reported seeing a figure run across the Tring Road carrying a large plastic bag, and in no time at all a police helicopter landed by the <strong>Club</strong>house, sundry patrol cars roared up the driveway with a dog van in attendance, and the whole place was swarming with the constabulary. Ron Grey, who was running the restaurant then, knew a number of the policemen and, leaning out the window, invited them in for a coffee! The Fox was eventually captured in London more or less by accident when, stopping him for a traffic offence, the police looked into his car boot and found the mask and other gear the he used in his attacks. Then there was the story of The Dunstable Hi-jack. A very junior young lady on a course took a fancy to the current tug pilot but he warily kept very clear. A week or so later after the end of the course the girl turned up again at the <strong>Club</strong> and asked where she could find the tuggie. It so happened that he was attending with two others a dinner thrown by Barbara Deans in her caravan, and the proceedings were rudely interrupted by the van door being flung open and the diners ordered outside at the point of Daddy's 12 bore shotgun. It was a terrifying situation and whilst attention was being focussed on the tug pilot, others jumped the girl, grabbing the gun which went off blasting a huge hole in the ground. The police came to take the girl away and, although under-age, she was detained. As someone once said: 'Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned!' One or two week gliding courses had been a feature at the larger clubs since the 1930s but these were universally for training ab initio pupils or just for holiday makers. When John Jeffries bought a high performance Caproni Calif two seater in 1974, he started giving cross-country instruction to the less experienced pilots. In the following year he had the brilliant idea of 'Lead and Follow' where a group of private owners would accompany him on a task and, theoretically at least, if one of them got low John would spiral down and try and guide them to a thermal source and so enable them to continue their progress. This appeared to work very successfully, and John extended the idea to use a <strong>Club</strong> AS-K 13 as lead ship with Ka 8s as followers. By 1976, this form of cross country instruction had proved itself and, once again, JJ was asked The Swiss built Moswey IV soaring over the Zoo in 1988. TAKE <strong>UP</strong> SLACK • 49
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