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                                        CHAPTER 2  GETTING STARTEDTable 2-3. Basic HTMLElement <strong>Pro</strong>perties<strong>Pro</strong>pertyclassNameidtagNameDescriptionGets or sets the list of classes that the element belongs toGets or sets the value of the id attributeReturns the tag name (indicating the element type)The core properties are supplemented to accommodate the unique characteristics of differentelement types. An example of this is the name property, which returns the value of the name attribute onthose elements that support it, including the input element. I have used this property on the thisvariable to get the name of the input element so that I can, in turn, use it to get a value from thepriceData object that I added to the script:var subtotal = $(this).val() * priceData[this.name];The priceData object is a simple <strong>JavaScript</strong> object that has one property corresponding to each kindof cheese and where the value of each property is the price <strong>for</strong> the cheese.The this variable can also be used to create jQuery objects, like this:var subtotal = $(this).val() * priceData[this.name];By passing an HTMLElement object as the argument to the jQuery $ function, I have created a jQueryobject that acts just as though I had selected the element using a CSS selector. This allows me to easilyapply jQuery methods to objects from the DOM API. In this statement, I call the val method, whichreturns the value of the value attribute of the first element in the jQuery object.• Tip There is only one element in my jQuery object, but jQuery methods are designed to work with multipleelements. When you use a method like val to read some value from the element, you get the value from the firstelement in the selection, but when you use the same method to set the value (by passing the value as anargument), all of the selected elements are modified.Using the this variable, I have been able to get the value of the input element that triggered theevent and the price <strong>for</strong> the product associated with it. I then multiply the price and the quantity togetherto determine the subtotal, which I assign to a local variable called, simply enough, subtotal.Displaying the SubtotalThe second statement in the handler function is responsible <strong>for</strong> displaying the subtotal to the user. Thisstatement also operates in two parts. The first part selects the element that will be used to display thevalue:$(this).siblings("span").children("span").text(subtotal)34www.it-ebooks.info
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                                                    CHAPTER 2  GETTING STARTEDTable 2-3. Basic HTMLElement <strong>Pro</strong>perties<strong>Pro</strong>pertyclassNameidtagNameDescriptionGets or sets the list of classes that the element belongs toGets or sets the value of the id attributeReturns the tag name (indicating the element type)The core properties are supplemented to accommodate the unique characteristics of differentelement types. An example of this is the name property, which returns the value of the name attribute onthose elements that support it, including the input element. I have used this property on the thisvariable to get the name of the input element so that I can, in turn, use it to get a value from thepriceData object that I added to the script:var subtotal = $(this).val() * priceData[this.name];The priceData object is a simple <strong>JavaScript</strong> object that has one property corresponding to each kindof cheese and where the value of each property is the price <strong>for</strong> the cheese.The this variable can also be used to create jQuery objects, like this:var subtotal = $(this).val() * priceData[this.name];By passing an HTMLElement object as the argument to the jQuery $ function, I have created a jQueryobject that acts just as though I had selected the element using a CSS selector. This allows me to easilyapply jQuery methods to objects from the DOM API. In this statement, I call the val method, whichreturns the value of the value attribute of the first element in the jQuery object.• Tip There is only one element in my jQuery object, but jQuery methods are designed to work with multipleelements. When you use a method like val to read some value from the element, you get the value from the firstelement in the selection, but when you use the same method to set the value (by passing the value as anargument), all of the selected elements are modified.Using the this variable, I have been able to get the value of the input element that triggered theevent and the price <strong>for</strong> the product associated with it. I then multiply the price and the quantity togetherto determine the subtotal, which I assign to a local variable called, simply enough, subtotal.Displaying the SubtotalThe second statement in the handler function is responsible <strong>for</strong> displaying the subtotal to the user. Thisstatement also operates in two parts. The first part selects the element that will be used to display thevalue:$(this).siblings("span").children("span").text(subtotal)34www.it-ebooks.info
CHAPTER 2  GETTING STARTEDOnce again, I create a jQuery object using the this variable. I make a call to the siblings method,which returns a jQuery object that contains any sibling to the elements in the original jQuery object thatmatches the specified CSS selector. This method returns a jQuery object that contains the latent spanelement next to the input element that triggered the event.I chain a call to the children method, which returns a jQuery object that contains any children of theelement in the previous jQuery object that match the specified selector. I end up with a jQuery objectthat contains the nested span element. I could have simplified the selectors in this example, but I wantedto demonstrate how jQuery supports navigation through the elements in a document and how thecontents of the jQuery object in a chain of method calls changes. These changes are described inTable 2-4.Table 2-4. Basic HTMLElement <strong>Pro</strong>pertiesMethod Call$(this).siblings("span").children("span")Contents of jQuery ObjectThe input element that triggered the eventThe span element that is a sibling to the input element that triggered theeventThe span element that is a child of the span element that is a sibling to theinput element that triggered the eventBy combining method calls like this, I am able to navigate through the element hierarchy to create ajQuery object that contains precisely the element or elements I want to work with, in this case, the childof a sibling to whichever element triggered an event.The second part of the statement is a call to the text method, which sets the text content of theelements in a jQuery object. In this case, the text is the value of the subtotal variable:$(this).siblings("span").children("span").text(subtotal)The net result is that the subtotal <strong>for</strong> a cheese is updated as soon as a user changes the quantityrequired.Calculating the Overall TotalTo complete the basket, I need to generate an overall total each time a subtotal changes. I have defined anew function in the script element and added a call to it in the event handler function <strong>for</strong> the inputelements. Listing 2-15 shows the additions.35www.it-ebooks.info
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