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CHAPTER 2  GETTING STARTEDFigure 2-3. Changing the flow of the applicationAs this example demonstrates, you can change the flow of a web application as well as theappearance and interactivity of individual pages. Of course, the back-end services need to understandthe various paths that different kinds of user can follow through a web app, but this is easy to achievewith a little <strong>for</strong>ethought and planning.Understanding <strong>Pro</strong>gressive EnhancementThe techniques I have demonstrated in this chapter are basic but very effective. By using <strong>JavaScript</strong> tomanage the elements in the DOM and respond to events, I have been able to make the example web appmore responsive <strong>for</strong> the user, provide useful and timely in<strong>for</strong>mation about the cost of the user’s productselections, and streamline the flow of the app itself.But—and this is important—because these changes are done through <strong>JavaScript</strong>, the basic natureand structure of the web app remain unchanged <strong>for</strong> non-<strong>JavaScript</strong> users. Figure 2-4 shows the mainweb app page when <strong>JavaScript</strong> is enabled and disabled.39www.it-ebooks.info
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