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                                        Charlottesville Protests

                                                        By Eliana Meza-Ehlert

                                                        On August 11th, 2017, right-wing protestors gathered in Charlottesville, Virginia to protest the city’s

                                                        decision to remove a statue of Confederate General Robert E. Lee from Emancipation Park, formerly

                                                        Robert E. Lee Park. 1 Protestors marched through the University of Virginia and gathered around the

                                                        statue with bamboo tiki torches chanting, “White lives matter.” The use of torches has a long history of

                                                        being an intimidation tactic employed by white nationalist groups, such as the KKK, who consistently

                                                        used torches during their parades in the 1860’s as a show of intimidation. 2 Though Charlottesville is a

                                                        liberal college town, (86% of residents voted for Hillary in 2016) it has continually been a hub for white

                                                        supremacist, neo-Nazi, alt-right groups to gather. According to the State Department, white supremacists

                                                        groups are one of the biggest threats to national security. 3

                                                        In response, counter-protesters gathered the next day, August 12th, at Emancipation Park (whose name

                                                        has since been changed to Market Street Park) and clashed with right wing protestors. Pepper spray and

                                                        violent force were used by protestors on both sides, leaving at least 13 people injured. Amidst the chaos,

                                                        DeAndre Harris, a 20-year-old Black man, was beaten severely in a parking lot by multiple neo-Nazi

                                                        protestors. His attackers beat him with poles and signs, breaking his wrist, splitting his lip open, and

                                                        chipping his tooth, among other things. Later, in support of the men that beat Harris, a group effort by

                                                        1

                                                        Robert E Lee Statue: Virginia Governor Announces Removal of Monument. 4 June 2020,

                                                        www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52920610.

                                                        Charlottesville: One killed in violence over US far-right rally. (2017, August 13). Retrieved October 09,

                                                        2020, from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-40912509

                                                        2

                                                        Bond, S. (2017, August 17). A Short History Of Torches And Intimidation. Retrieved October 09, 2020,

                                                        from https://www.forbes.com/sites/drsarahbond/2017/08/15/a-short-history-of-torches-and-intimidation/

                                                        3

                                                        King, M., & Barrón-López, L. (2020, September 30). Trump's refusal to condemn white supremacists

                                                        launches an online furor. Retrieved October 15, 2020, from

                                                        https://www.politico.com/news/2020/09/30/trump-proud-boys-white-supremacy-423464

                                                        10
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                                                    Charlottesville ProtestsBy Eliana Meza-EhlertOn August 11th, 2017, right-wing protestors gathered in Charlottesville, Virginia to protest the city’sdecision to remove a statue of Confederate General Robert E. Lee from Emancipation Park, formerlyRobert E. Lee Park. 1 Protestors marched through the University of Virginia and gathered around thestatue with bamboo tiki torches chanting, “White lives matter.” The use of torches has a long history ofbeing an intimidation tactic employed by white nationalist groups, such as the KKK, who consistentlyused torches during their parades in the 1860’s as a show of intimidation. 2 Though Charlottesville is aliberal college town, (86% of residents voted for Hillary in 2016) it has continually been a hub for whitesupremacist, neo-Nazi, alt-right groups to gather. According to the State Department, white supremacistsgroups are one of the biggest threats to national security. 3In response, counter-protesters gathered the next day, August 12th, at Emancipation Park (whose namehas since been changed to Market Street Park) and clashed with right wing protestors. Pepper spray andviolent force were used by protestors on both sides, leaving at least 13 people injured. Amidst the chaos,DeAndre Harris, a 20-year-old Black man, was beaten severely in a parking lot by multiple neo-Naziprotestors. His attackers beat him with poles and signs, breaking his wrist, splitting his lip open, andchipping his tooth, among other things. Later, in support of the men that beat Harris, a group effort by1Robert E Lee Statue: Virginia Governor Announces Removal of Monument. 4 June 2020,www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52920610.Charlottesville: One killed in violence over US far-right rally. (2017, August 13). Retrieved October 09,2020, from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-409125092Bond, S. (2017, August 17). A Short History Of Torches And Intimidation. Retrieved October 09, 2020,from https://www.forbes.com/sites/drsarahbond/2017/08/15/a-short-history-of-torches-and-intimidation/3King, M., & Barrón-López, L. (2020, September 30). Trump's refusal to condemn white supremacistslaunches an online furor. Retrieved October 15, 2020, fromhttps://www.politico.com/news/2020/09/30/trump-proud-boys-white-supremacy-42346410
white supremacists to submit complaints against Harris led to a warrant for his arrest.  4 Eventually, Harriswas acquitted, and four men were charged for assaulting him. 5Once police managed to disperse the groups, counter protesters marched in celebration towardsdowntown Charlottesville. As protestors passed the downtown mall on Fourth St., 20-year-old JamesAlex Fields Jr. plowed his car, a Dodge Charger, into them, killing 32-year-old paralegal Heather Hayerand injuring 19 others. 6 It was later revealed by city police that Fourth Street was not supposed to havebeen open at the time that Fields was on it, leading authorities to investigate why the street was notblocked off. 7Some reporters present at the scene managed to capture photos and footage of the tragic event. RyanKelly, a photojournalist, happened to be right near the scene, and took over 100 images in 24 seconds. 8One image in particular captured the moment the Charger rammed into the protestors, sending bodiesflying into the air amidst a sea of debris, sunglasses, cell phones, and other objects that the protestors werecarrying on them. The image quickly became the face of the tragic Charlottesville events.4W. (2017, October 10). Charlottesville beating victim charged. Retrieved October 09, 2020, fromhttps://www.wcpo.com/news/national/charlottesville-police-charge-black-victim-of-parking-garage-beating5Shapira, I. (2018, March 16). Black man beaten in Charlottesville found not guilty of assaulting whitesupremacist. Retrieved October 09, 2020, fromhttps://www.washingtonpost.com/local/black-man-beaten-in-charlottesville-found-not-guilty-of-assaultingwhite-supremacist/2018/03/16/92160a88-288f-11e8-b79d-f3d931db7f68_story.html6Stolberg, S., & Rosenthal, B. M. (2017, August 12). Man Charged After White Nationalist Rally inCharlottesville Ends in Deadly Violence. Retrieved October 09, 2020, fromhttps://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/12/us/charlottesville-protest-white-nationalist.html7Seal, D. (2020, May 01). FBI tries to ID people spotted with Fields. Retrieved October 15, 2020, fromhttps://dailyprogress.com/fbi-tries-to-id-people-spotted-with-fields/article_e1eccc42-01e4-5b24-beb4-31a0445c7924.html8Hendrix, S. (2018, August 10). 'It's still hard to look at': The story behind the searing photo ofCharlottesville's worst day. Retrieved October 09, 2020, fromhttps://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/local/charlottesville-photographer-pulitzer-prize-photo/11
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