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                                        I first saw Kelly’s image back in 2017 as a Freshman in High School. Growing up in an age where media

                                                        and imagery have been widely accessible, images from the Charlottesville protests were not the first of

                                                        their kind that I had seen. Yet, never before had I seen a political leader respond as callously to a tragic

                                                        event. Citing that there were “very fine people on both sides,” President Trump refused to condemn white

                                                        supremacy and the violent acts of domestic terrorism that were committed in Charlottesville, emboldening

                                                        the very people who had committed such atrocities.  9 I was incensed, and also disappointed (though not

                                                        surprised) by this blatant lack of leadership by the President.

                                                        I was also struggling to understand the decades of tension and unrest that built up under the surface of the

                                                        events leading up to Charlottesville. I started looking more closely at the reasons people were marching in

                                                        the first place. What were protestors fighting for? Why were they fighting for it? What history does white

                                                        supremacy have in our nation? What white supremacist systems are still in place today? These questions

                                                        never left me, and have influenced the ways I have chosen to spend my time and energy. For instance, this

                                                        semester I am taking an Ethnic Studies class at the University of San Diego in order to better understand

                                                        systems of oppression in our country.

                                                        I was reminded of the photo again recently as I watched protests unfold around the country after George

                                                        Floyd was killed in Minneapolis. After Floyd’s violent death, I began to revisit similar moments and

                                                        events that have impacted me, and as I looked back through images and articles from the 2017

                                                        Charlottesville protests, I was struck by how vividly Kelly was able to capture bodies and objects rotating

                                                        through the air. The moment he managed to capture in his image is something that those at the scene,

                                                        himself included, were unable to process in real time. And yet, in Kelly’s image, the moments before

                                                        Hayer’s death and the countless injuries that were inflicted that day are forever frozen in time.

                                                        9

                                                        McCammon, S. (2020, September 30). From Debate Stage, Trump Declines To Denounce White

                                                        Supremacy. Retrieved October 15, 2020, from

                                                        https://www.npr.org/2020/09/30/918483794/from-debate-stage-trump-declines-to-denounce-white-suprem
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                                                    I first saw Kelly’s image back in 2017 as a Freshman in High School. Growing up in an age where mediaand imagery have been widely accessible, images from the Charlottesville protests were not the first oftheir kind that I had seen. Yet, never before had I seen a political leader respond as callously to a tragicevent. Citing that there were “very fine people on both sides,” President Trump refused to condemn whitesupremacy and the violent acts of domestic terrorism that were committed in Charlottesville, emboldeningthe very people who had committed such atrocities.  9 I was incensed, and also disappointed (though notsurprised) by this blatant lack of leadership by the President.I was also struggling to understand the decades of tension and unrest that built up under the surface of theevents leading up to Charlottesville. I started looking more closely at the reasons people were marching inthe first place. What were protestors fighting for? Why were they fighting for it? What history does whitesupremacy have in our nation? What white supremacist systems are still in place today? These questionsnever left me, and have influenced the ways I have chosen to spend my time and energy. For instance, thissemester I am taking an Ethnic Studies class at the University of San Diego in order to better understandsystems of oppression in our country.I was reminded of the photo again recently as I watched protests unfold around the country after GeorgeFloyd was killed in Minneapolis. After Floyd’s violent death, I began to revisit similar moments andevents that have impacted me, and as I looked back through images and articles from the 2017Charlottesville protests, I was struck by how vividly Kelly was able to capture bodies and objects rotatingthrough the air. The moment he managed to capture in his image is something that those at the scene,himself included, were unable to process in real time. And yet, in Kelly’s image, the moments beforeHayer’s death and the countless injuries that were inflicted that day are forever frozen in time.9McCammon, S. (2020, September 30). From Debate Stage, Trump Declines To Denounce WhiteSupremacy. Retrieved October 15, 2020, fromhttps://www.npr.org/2020/09/30/918483794/from-debate-stage-trump-declines-to-denounce-white-supremacy12
Amidst the chaos of the image, one thing that is particularly striking are the shoes littering the ground andflying through the air. I had previously heard that when people are hit in an accident, their shoes cansometimes fly off, as is the case in the image captured by Kelly. There are several things that play a rolein why this happens. The first things that may influence why some people’s shoes didn’t stay on arecenter of mass and torque. The center of mass is a point at which the entire mass of an object exists. Aforce that is applied away from the object’s center of mass causes the object to rotate around the center, asseen in this image. Torque is similar, because it is a measure of the force that causes an object to rotatearound its axis. In addition, force applied to the lever arm, or the perpendicular distance from the axis ofrotation, caused people who were hit directly by the car to spin suddenly through the air. A lack offriction, which is the resistance of motion of one object relative to another, also played a role in why someof the shoes flew off. Usually, there is enough friction between a person’s socks and their shoes to keepthem in place, but in this instance, that usual amount of friction wasn’t enough to overcome the force of acar, or the effects of center of mass and torque. Examining the role of torque, center of mass, and frictionreveals just how much force was inflicted upon the protestors when Fields drove his car into them, and itfurther accentuates the violence of the act.My quest to understand the seemingly ever-increasing violence of race and politics in our nation is stillnot complete. While I have come to better understand the subtle and not-so-subtle ways in which whitesupremacy has permeated American customs, laws, and politics over the years, I’m not convinced that Iwill ever fully be able to comprehend instances of violence like those in Charlottesville, or the countlessothers that have followed in the years since. However, as recent protests in the wake of George Floyd’sdeath have led to more conversations about race and what it means to be anti-racist, I am more hopefulthan I have been in a long time about the future of our nation.13
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