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                                        2018 Super Bowl: It’s Effect On Me by Jakota “Kagi Taka” Ludwick

                                                        American Football (referred to as Gridiron in Canada) is a sport that

                                                        originated in the late 1800s, played with a prolate spheroid ball. The Super Bowl

                                                        however was first played in the mid 1960s, January fifthteenth 1967 to be exact.

                                                        The event has been held for almost 54 years. During the 52nd Super Bowl my

                                                        cousin, Dj Pumphrey, witnessed his team win.

                                                        Dj was a Running Back for the San Diego Aztecs and currently holds the

                                                        all-time career rushing yards for the NCAA, with a total of 6,405 yards. Shortly

                                                        after graduating from San Diego State University, Dj was selected 132nd overall in

                                                        the 2017 NFL draft as well as being one of three alumni from SDSU drafted that

                                                        year. Sadly in September 2017 during practice in preseason Dj tore his hamstring

                                                        and thus was placed on reserve. Because of this he missed his entire rookie season.

                                                        However, the eagles qualified for the 52nd Super Bowl and eventually won. Dj

                                                        live-streamed his experience on the field shortly after the end of the game and I

                                                        witnessed him touching the Super Bowl trophy.

                                                        My Family has always played sports. I too have played my fair share as well

                                                        and that’s how most of my family bonded prior to my Great Grandma’s passing,

                                                        Despite that all, I’ve barely ever touched a football and I never referred to myself

                                                        as a football fan prior to my cousins enrollment in the Eagle’s roster. The couple of

                                                        months leading up to February I had zero faith in my Family as we had not spent

                                                        time together. The passing of many family members made the divide even worse as

                                                        the only time I'd see my extended family was during funerals while we were all at

                                                        our lowests. Witnessing Dj touch that trophy, realizing my cousin was now a

                                                        celebrity, sparked inspiration to gain more faith in my family. In the past two years

                                                        every single one of my cousins see each other at least once a week and most of my

                                                        extended family have begun to grow closer despite the continuing passing of the

                                                        older family members. Knowing that a member of my family, someone I shared

                                                        blood with, made it so far in life allowed me to go further in life and I gained the

                                                        faith I had once lost.
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