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                                        2019-NOW, COVID-19: IT’S EFFECT ON ME

                                                        The first cases of COVID-19 were in late 2019. It was first identified in Wuhan, China

                                                        and was identified in a bat. The virus first started as an epidemic but soon started spreading to

                                                        other countries and became a pandemic. This caused countries to enforce rules such as

                                                        quarantine, no traveling outside the country, and wearing masks when out in public. This virus

                                                        affected almost everybody. People were starting to lose their jobs, businesses started closing,

                                                        there’s an economic and health crisis, and much more. With the virus spreading, more cases

                                                        were rising and more people were dying. Overall, it caused chaos all over the world.

                                                        Some people think wearing masks are unnecessary and have affected other peoples

                                                        lives by spreading the virus. For example, the elderly are ones who are most affected by this

                                                        virus and those who get infected can lead to intubation and possible death. The elderly also

                                                        have to rely on other people to go out and get them stuff as it may not be safe for them to go

                                                        outside. Because of peoples panic, stores started going out of stock but have slowly been

                                                        recovering back to normal as time goes by. Holidays have also caused COVID-19 cases to rise.

                                                        For example, 4th of July, people come together to celebrate this holiday, and most of the time

                                                        people aren’t wearing their mask or social distancing so the virus spreads.

                                                        When COVID-19 cases were on the rise, hospitals started to get crowded with patients,

                                                        emergency rooms didn’t have enough available beds and patients had to relocate due to

                                                        overcapacity or overcrowded wards. Medical staff also have to sterilize and reuse a lot of their

                                                        protective gear. Since staff are limited to a certain amount of masks per day, this causes

                                                        cross-contamination. This has also led to medical staff protesting during the pandemic for better

                                                        working conditions and equipment earlier in the year.

                                                        COVID-19 has effected me in many ways. First, schools have been closed for a while

                                                        now and it’s been difficult especially considering that I’m in my last year of high school and

                                                        college applications are coming up. Not only that, but online classes seem to be difficult since

                                                        most of the time it’s hard to understand what’s going on, or I may have internet problems, and
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