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                                        September, 21st, 2020 Climate Clock

                                                        Fernanda Ugarte

                                                        Ever since the beginning of time, the Earth has been through many different periods of

                                                        climate. It goes through its own natural cycles, from ice ages to warmer interglacial periods.

                                                        However, there’s a new problem with the climate of the planet today, it’s getting warmer and

                                                        warmer. This isn’t due to the Earth however, it's due to the intervention of the Industrial

                                                        Revolution. We have walked on the surface of the world for only a few thousands of years. How

                                                        could we have changed the climate so much that it’s changing the entire climate of our home?

                                                        In the late 18th and early 19th century, countries in Great Britain started changing

                                                        manual power for machinery fueled by new sources of energy. Steam power was one of them, it

                                                        was a way to use coal more efficiently and was used to power trains, ships, and many other

                                                        industrial products. Then soon after, a new energy source was found; fossil fuels. Depleting and

                                                        using up this new source of energy was damaging to the environment and we had only greedily

                                                        taken it for ourselves. The result of this was increasing the amount of greenhouse gases into the

                                                        atmosphere, making the surface of the planet trap in carbon dioxide. This causes the sun's rays

                                                        to be absorbed into the atmosphere causing it to heat up and keep its energy trapped in.

                                                        What’s being affected by these drastic changes? What are the consequences of trapping

                                                        in all this excess carbon dioxide? The ice caps are starting to melt which releases more gases

                                                        into the atmosphere that has been trapped in them for many years. The water of these ice caps

                                                        is starting to create rising sea levels all over the world which causes more flooding to small

                                                        islands and if the sea levels keep rising, these islands can and will go under.

                                                        The Climate Clock that has been installed in New York of September 2020, is counting

                                                        down the remaining time we have to turn this around and face the mistakes that have been

                                                        created in the past. Being installed by two artists, Gan Golan and Andrew Boyd, they said it

                                                        represents the urgency that this is the short period of time we have to prevent the effects of

                                                        climate change from being permanent. It is a time to change the way we live and the energy we
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