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                                        Yuriani Palomino

                                                        Paris Agreement: Its Effect On Me

                                                        On the 12 of December 2015, 55 countries reached an agreement to slow down

                                                        climate change and to take action to invest in a low carbon future. The 21st Conference

                                                        of the Parties (COP21) was meeting with the United Nations Framework Convention on

                                                        Climate Change (UNFCCC) where they discussed topics like how to limit greenhouse

                                                        gases and global warming. The Paris Agreement has for the first time brought all

                                                        nations together for the same purpose. This agreement’s goal is to improve the

                                                        response to climate change. They want to limit the increase in temperature, strive to

                                                        help countries with the effects of climate change and to find climate-resilient solutions.

                                                        On 22 April 2016, the agreement opened for signatures and on the 4 of November, the

                                                        agreement was implemented. In early 2017, 125 countries had signed the agreement.

                                                        This agreement is allowing helping to protect coastal habitats. Coastal habitats

                                                        are very important to the environment because of the amount of long-term carbon

                                                        dioxide it stores. With the current increase of carbon in the atmosphere, this will greatly

                                                        help solve climate change because of the amount of carbon the coastal habitats can

                                                        absorb. Species like seagrass, salt marshes, mangroves, and coral reefs are essential

                                                        to help reverse the damage we have caused. They can store more carbon dioxide than

                                                        a terrestrial forest, almost three to five times more. These special habitats work like

                                                        trees by taking carbon from the atmosphere and turning it into oxygen. Specifically,

                                                        seagrass can collect 83 million metric tons of carbon every year. Research states that

                                                        Seagrass is one of the most efficient of absorbing carbon than any other plant. This

                                                        plant can absorb only 0.1% of the ocean floor but is thought to collect 11 percent of
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