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                                        Whirlwind<br />

                                                        WARNING<br />

                                                        18<br />

                                                        PORTUGUESE TOURBILLON MYSTÈRE<br />

                                                        The Portuguese Tourbillon Mystère from IWC remains a<br />

                                                        rarity. A limited edition of 150 watches in white gold with<br />

                                                        an elegant slate grey dial is unlikely to affect the situation.<br />

                                                        The “whirlwind” – for that is the literal English translation<br />

                                                        of “tourbillon” – h<strong>as</strong> been sweeping through the<br />

                                                        horological world for a number of years. It will presumably<br />

                                                        also continue to be the most desirable of all watch<br />

                                                        complications: the invention of an escapement with a<br />

                                                        balance in a rotating carriage, made <strong>as</strong> long ago <strong>as</strong> 1801,<br />

                                                        is the technical b<strong>as</strong>is for the present-day tourbillon. It w<strong>as</strong><br />

                                                        intended to overcome the gravitational force which w<strong>as</strong><br />

                                                        playing havoc with the balance wheel rings of the time,<br />

                                                        causing them to be beset with balance errors – although<br />

                                                        only in pocket watches, since the wristwatch had still not<br />

                                                        been born.<br />

                                                        Because the tourbillon is so difficult to manufacture,<br />

                                                        however, due to the minuteness of its parts, because the<br />

                                                        best watchmakers in the world have been keen to be<br />

                                                        judged by their achievements for more than 200 years,<br />

                                                        and because it ultimately presents the observer with a<br />

                                                        wonderful mechanical spectacle, the so-called escapement<br />

                                                        FELDMAR 2007 310.274.8016 www.feldmarwatch.com<br />

                                                        rotating carriage continues to have a future. The fact that<br />

                                                        the 81 individual parts of the tourbillon together weigh a<br />

                                                        mere 0.443 grams also never ce<strong>as</strong>es to f<strong>as</strong>cinate!<br />

                                                        IWC h<strong>as</strong> been playing in the first division of<br />

                                                        the horological league for a long time with the<br />

                                                        “Schaffhausen tourbillon”. The Portuguese Tourbillon<br />

                                                        Mystère, supported in its “flying” stance and combined<br />

                                                        with the large Cal. 50900 automatic movement with a<br />

                                                        seven-day power reserve, practically sold out from the<br />

                                                        start in 2004.<br />

                                                        The idea of c<strong>as</strong>ting the escapement in its rotating carriage<br />

                                                        <strong>as</strong> an “animated twelve” and <strong>as</strong> the centre of attention<br />

                                                        on the dial h<strong>as</strong> contributed in no small me<strong>as</strong>ure to its<br />

                                                        success. The illusion that the “mysterious” tourbillon of<br />

                                                        the Portuguese appears to be moving in space against a<br />

                                                        black background and floating freely and detached from<br />

                                                        any other drive elements also enchanted connoisseurs.<br />

                                                        There is a further “whirlwind warning” for lovers of <strong>this</strong><br />

                                                        precision mechanical delight: the Portuguese Tourbillon<br />

                                                        Mystère will be produced in a white gold variant with a<br />

                                                        slate dial in a limited edition of 250 watches. In a 44mm<br />

                                                        diameter c<strong>as</strong>e with the large, automatic calibre 50900<br />

                                                        movement and a re<strong>as</strong>suring seven-day power reserve<br />

                                                        in the mechanical background. A detailed look through<br />

                                                        the sapphire gl<strong>as</strong>s is certainly worthwhile. There is also<br />

                                                        a small seconds hand with a stop function and a power<br />

                                                        reserve display on the dial with its <strong>as</strong>ymmetric design.<br />

                                                        CASE<br />

                                                        Material 18k white gold<br />

                                                        Gl<strong>as</strong>s sapphire, convex, antireflective coating<br />

                                                        Water-resistant 3 bar (30m)<br />

                                                        Diameter 44.2mm<br />

                                                        Height 14.2mm<br />

                                                        Weight (white gold with crocodile leather strap) 135g<br />

                                                        MOVEMENT<br />

                                                        Caliber 50900<br />

                                                        Vibrations 19,800/ h / 2.75 Hz<br />

                                                        Jewels 44<br />

                                                        Power reserve 7 days (168 hours)<br />

                                                        Winding Automatic<br />

                                                        As one would expect of a watch bearing such<br />

                                                        a name, the M<strong>as</strong>ter Compressor Extreme World<br />

                                                        Chronograph displays the time in each of its time<br />

                                                        zones on a disc controlled by a double-pronged<br />

                                                        hand which completes a rotation every 24 hours.<br />

                                                        The manufacturer’s designers have endowed the<br />

                                                        generously proportioned c<strong>as</strong>e with patented features<br />

                                                        including compression keys and the chronograph<br />

                                                        pushbuttons, while its engineers have contributed<br />

                                                        a new anti-shock device which considerably<br />

                                                        attenuates the effects of vibrations and other<br />

                                                        disturbances on the smooth running of the watch.<br />

                                                        While it is well known that shocks are the archenemies<br />

                                                        of precision in mechanical watches, fewer<br />

                                                        people are aware that equally detrimental effects on<br />

                                                        the mechanism’s functioning result from vibrations.<br />

                                                        Subtler but no less pernicious, these are difficult<br />

                                                        to prevent. However, the m<strong>as</strong>ter-watchmakers and<br />

                                                        engineers of Jaeger-LeCoultre have just perfected a<br />

                                                        revolutionary device designed to prevent everyday<br />

                                                        vibrations and shocks from affecting the functioning<br />

                                                        of the mechanism. The M<strong>as</strong>ter Compressor<br />

                                                        Extreme World Chronograph is a beneficiary of <strong>this</strong><br />

                                                        innovation. Its titanium c<strong>as</strong>e is laid on a two-part<br />

                                                        b<strong>as</strong>e composed of a shaft for the lower part and<br />

                                                        a bezel for the upper part which together keep<br />

                                                        the movement’s c<strong>as</strong>ing in place. Furthermore, the<br />

                                                        Manufacture’s engineers have provided them with<br />

                                                        a shock-absorbing system: <strong>this</strong> device absorbs the<br />

                                                        energy from the vibrations and shocks received<br />

                                                        by the gl<strong>as</strong>s and shaft and considerably lessens<br />

                                                        their effects on the running of the watch.<br />

                                                        There’s no time for procr<strong>as</strong>tination when you need<br />

                                                        to change straps. For the first time in the history<br />

                                                        of the manufacturer, the M<strong>as</strong>ter Compressor<br />

                                                        Extreme World Chronograph comes with two<br />

                                                        interchangeable straps, one of which is made of<br />

                                                        rubber. The provision of two straps might seem<br />

                                                        frivolous if it weren’t accompanied by an innovative<br />

                                                        device which makes instantaneous changeover<br />

                                                        possible: all you have to do is press a button in the<br />

                                                        back of the c<strong>as</strong>e and the pin is rele<strong>as</strong>ed. The fitting<br />

                                                        of the new strap is achieved rapidly and securely<br />

                                                        thanks to the provision of a pawl-and-ratchet<br />

                                                        mechanism. Appropriately in place of a folding cl<strong>as</strong>p,<br />

                                                        the rubber strap is f<strong>as</strong>tened by means of a buckle.<br />

                                                        MOVEMENT Mechanical automatic movement, Jaeger-LeCoultre Calibre 752, crafted,<br />

                                                        <strong>as</strong>sembled and decorated by hand. 28,800 vibrations per hour. 41 jewels. 72-hour<br />

                                                        power reserve. 279 Parts. 5.6mm high. 22k gold oscillating weight segment.<br />

                                                        FUNCTIONS Hours, minutes, date indicator. Chronograph: hour and minute<br />

                                                        counter, center second simultaneous indicator of the 24 time zones.<br />

                                                        DIAL Titanium/stainless steel model: black. Titanium/platinum model: palladium grey.<br />

                                                        Luminescent numerals. Eight luminescent hour-markers.<br />

                                                        HANDS Local hour and minute: trapeze-shaped in rhodium-plated br<strong>as</strong>s, open-worked.<br />

                                                        Others: white or red-lacquered br<strong>as</strong>s.<br />

                                                        CROWN Crown at 3 o’clock to start the watch and adjust the date. Crown equipped with a<br />

                                                        compression key. Crown at 10 o’clock to action the city flange. Two pushbuttons at 2 o’clock<br />

                                                        and 4 o’clock for chronograph functions. Pushbuttons equipped with compression wing-nuts.<br />

                                                        CASE 46.3mm in titanium/stainless steel and in titanium/platinum, limited series of 200. Shockabsorber.<br />

                                                        1,000 Hours Control symbol on the c<strong>as</strong>e back. Cambered sapphire crystal, hardness<br />

                                                        n°9. System of interchangeable straps integrated with the c<strong>as</strong>e. Water-resistance at 100m.<br />

                                                        STRAPS Matte alligator leather with double-stiched with folding cl<strong>as</strong>p in stainless steel or in<br />

                                                        950 platinum and black rubber with stainless steel or 950 platinum cl<strong>as</strong>p supplied with the watch.<br />
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                                                    Whirlwind WARNING 18 PORTUGUESE TOURBILLON MYSTÈRE The Portuguese Tourbillon Mystère from IWC remains a rarity. A limited edition of 150 watches in white gold with an elegant slate grey dial is unlikely to affect the situation. The “whirlwind” – for that is the literal English translation of “tourbillon” – h<strong>as</strong> been sweeping through the horological world for a number of years. It will presumably also continue to be the most desirable of all watch complications: the invention of an escapement with a balance in a rotating carriage, made <strong>as</strong> long ago <strong>as</strong> 1801, is the technical b<strong>as</strong>is for the present-day tourbillon. It w<strong>as</strong> intended to overcome the gravitational force which w<strong>as</strong> playing havoc with the balance wheel rings of the time, causing them to be beset with balance errors – although only in pocket watches, since the wristwatch had still not been born. Because the tourbillon is so difficult to manufacture, however, due to the minuteness of its parts, because the best watchmakers in the world have been keen to be judged by their achievements for more than 200 years, and because it ultimately presents the observer with a wonderful mechanical spectacle, the so-called escapement FELDMAR 2007 310.274.8016 www.feldmarwatch.com rotating carriage continues to have a future. The fact that the 81 individual parts of the tourbillon together weigh a mere 0.443 grams also never ce<strong>as</strong>es to f<strong>as</strong>cinate! IWC h<strong>as</strong> been playing in the first division of the horological league for a long time with the “Schaffhausen tourbillon”. The Portuguese Tourbillon Mystère, supported in its “flying” stance and combined with the large Cal. 50900 automatic movement with a seven-day power reserve, practically sold out from the start in 2004. The idea of c<strong>as</strong>ting the escapement in its rotating carriage <strong>as</strong> an “animated twelve” and <strong>as</strong> the centre of attention on the dial h<strong>as</strong> contributed in no small me<strong>as</strong>ure to its success. The illusion that the “mysterious” tourbillon of the Portuguese appears to be moving in space against a black background and floating freely and detached from any other drive elements also enchanted connoisseurs. There is a further “whirlwind warning” for lovers of <strong>this</strong> precision mechanical delight: the Portuguese Tourbillon Mystère will be produced in a white gold variant with a slate dial in a limited edition of 250 watches. In a 44mm diameter c<strong>as</strong>e with the large, automatic calibre 50900 movement and a re<strong>as</strong>suring seven-day power reserve in the mechanical background. A detailed look through the sapphire gl<strong>as</strong>s is certainly worthwhile. There is also a small seconds hand with a stop function and a power reserve display on the dial with its <strong>as</strong>ymmetric design. CASE Material 18k white gold Gl<strong>as</strong>s sapphire, convex, antireflective coating Water-resistant 3 bar (30m) Diameter 44.2mm Height 14.2mm Weight (white gold with crocodile leather strap) 135g MOVEMENT Caliber 50900 Vibrations 19,800/ h / 2.75 Hz Jewels 44 Power reserve 7 days (168 hours) Winding Automatic As one would expect of a watch bearing such a name, the M<strong>as</strong>ter Compressor Extreme World Chronograph displays the time in each of its time zones on a disc controlled by a double-pronged hand which completes a rotation every 24 hours. The manufacturer’s designers have endowed the generously proportioned c<strong>as</strong>e with patented features including compression keys and the chronograph pushbuttons, while its engineers have contributed a new anti-shock device which considerably attenuates the effects of vibrations and other disturbances on the smooth running of the watch. While it is well known that shocks are the archenemies of precision in mechanical watches, fewer people are aware that equally detrimental effects on the mechanism’s functioning result from vibrations. Subtler but no less pernicious, these are difficult to prevent. However, the m<strong>as</strong>ter-watchmakers and engineers of Jaeger-LeCoultre have just perfected a revolutionary device designed to prevent everyday vibrations and shocks from affecting the functioning of the mechanism. The M<strong>as</strong>ter Compressor Extreme World Chronograph is a beneficiary of <strong>this</strong> innovation. Its titanium c<strong>as</strong>e is laid on a two-part b<strong>as</strong>e composed of a shaft for the lower part and a bezel for the upper part which together keep the movement’s c<strong>as</strong>ing in place. Furthermore, the Manufacture’s engineers have provided them with a shock-absorbing system: <strong>this</strong> device absorbs the energy from the vibrations and shocks received by the gl<strong>as</strong>s and shaft and considerably lessens their effects on the running of the watch. There’s no time for procr<strong>as</strong>tination when you need to change straps. For the first time in the history of the manufacturer, the M<strong>as</strong>ter Compressor Extreme World Chronograph comes with two interchangeable straps, one of which is made of rubber. The provision of two straps might seem frivolous if it weren’t accompanied by an innovative device which makes instantaneous changeover possible: all you have to do is press a button in the back of the c<strong>as</strong>e and the pin is rele<strong>as</strong>ed. The fitting of the new strap is achieved rapidly and securely thanks to the provision of a pawl-and-ratchet mechanism. Appropriately in place of a folding cl<strong>as</strong>p, the rubber strap is f<strong>as</strong>tened by means of a buckle. MOVEMENT Mechanical automatic movement, Jaeger-LeCoultre Calibre 752, crafted, <strong>as</strong>sembled and decorated by hand. 28,800 vibrations per hour. 41 jewels. 72-hour power reserve. 279 Parts. 5.6mm high. 22k gold oscillating weight segment. FUNCTIONS Hours, minutes, date indicator. Chronograph: hour and minute counter, center second simultaneous indicator of the 24 time zones. DIAL Titanium/stainless steel model: black. Titanium/platinum model: palladium grey. Luminescent numerals. Eight luminescent hour-markers. HANDS Local hour and minute: trapeze-shaped in rhodium-plated br<strong>as</strong>s, open-worked. Others: white or red-lacquered br<strong>as</strong>s. CROWN Crown at 3 o’clock to start the watch and adjust the date. Crown equipped with a compression key. Crown at 10 o’clock to action the city flange. Two pushbuttons at 2 o’clock and 4 o’clock for chronograph functions. Pushbuttons equipped with compression wing-nuts. CASE 46.3mm in titanium/stainless steel and in titanium/platinum, limited series of 200. Shockabsorber. 1,000 Hours Control symbol on the c<strong>as</strong>e back. Cambered sapphire crystal, hardness n°9. System of interchangeable straps integrated with the c<strong>as</strong>e. Water-resistance at 100m. STRAPS Matte alligator leather with double-stiched with folding cl<strong>as</strong>p in stainless steel or in 950 platinum and black rubber with stainless steel or 950 platinum cl<strong>as</strong>p supplied with the watch. www.feldmarwatch.com 310.274.8016 FELDMAR 2007 19
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