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Jackie GalindezMarch For Our LivesOn April 20th, 1999, two students went to school and murdered 12 of their fellowclassmates, injuring 23 others in the process. After committing the crime, both students tooktheir own lives. This event, and many that occurred in later years, began the nation-wide debateon gun safety and gun control. Other school shootings have happened over the years, but nonehave had quite the same effect as Sandy Hook. Adam Lanza, the gunman at Sandy HookElementary, took the life of his mother, 20 students, and 6 school employees on December 14,2012. He then proceeded to take his own life.The last school shooting that impacted the country was in Parkland, Florida. In Februaryof 2018, 17 students died, while 14 others were injured, at the hands of Nikolas Cruz.Unfortunately, we don’t know the specific events, but we know the aftermath, like people’sreactions. Many were traumatized and dreaded the return to school, others took this as anopportunity to stand up for what they believed was right. This led to protests around the countrythe following month.Students who attended Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School organized and plannedprotests for gun control soon after their experiences. There was more than one leader in thegroup, but one particular student that stood out was Emma Gonzalez. The March For Our Livesprotests were held on March 24th, 2018. The main event was in Washington D.C. but smallerprotests and walkouts were held in other parts of the country. In New York, protesters woreorange as they walked the streets chanting “Enough is enough!” Many cities hadcounterprotests where people were against the idea of gun control and encouraged teachers tohave guns to protect their students. These protests even reached different countries around theworld even my school located in the heart of Point LomaAt Liberty Station, students gathered before starting the march. They spoke about manydifferent social justice issues that were important to them, but mainly the effect the shooting thathappened the previous month had on them. Students proudly walked the streets holding bold27
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