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                                        ii<br />

                                                        memo to advertisers<br />

                                                        PAY YOUR WCTieY<br />

                                                        ANDTAI^ YOUR CHANCES<br />

                                                        I<br />

                                                        That's pretty much the way it is with some advertising media—<br />

                                                        not even the proprietor really knows for sure what he is selling.<br />

                                                        Most times unknown, unmeasured, unaudited, and unnamed<br />

                                                        circulation audiences are wisely unwanted— the odds just<br />

                                                        don't favor the advertiser's dollar.<br />

                                                        We believe you should have the facts before you buy. That's<br />

                                                        why we have the Audit Bureau of Circulations verify our circulation<br />

                                                        regularly—find and report the actual figures according<br />

                                                        to their standards and based upon their auditors' inspections.<br />

                                                        Above board circulation—be ABC-sure with<br />

                                                        BOXOFFICE<br />

                                                        THE ONLY FILM BUSINESS PUBLICATION MEMBER OF ABC<br />

                                                        The Audit Bureau of Circulations is a self-regulatory association of over 4,000 advertisers, advertising<br />

                                                        Z agencies, and publishers, and is recognized as a bureau of standards for the print media industry.

                                                    

                                                    Stars Rogers, Burns<br />

                                                        To Attend S-A-R 22<br />

                                                        KANSAS niY—Several film companies<br />

                                                        and producers have announced preliminary<br />

                                                        plans for appearances by personalities during<br />

                                                        Show-A-Rama 22. Although many event<br />

                                                        sponsors are still formulating their presentations<br />

                                                        and confirming personalities, a Show-<br />

                                                        A-Rama spokesman announced the following<br />

                                                        special guests:<br />

                                                        • Wayne Rogers will open the convention<br />

                                                        as a special guest at the product-reel<br />

                                                        screening Monday afternoon. Rogers is<br />

                                                        making an appearance on behalf of his new<br />

                                                        feature "Once in Paris" from Atlantic Releasing.<br />

                                                        Show-A-Rama is one stop on<br />

                                                        Rogers' tour for the film which premieres<br />

                                                        April 26 at the Oak Park Cinema in Kansas<br />

                                                        City.<br />

                                                        • Tanya Crevier, star of Intermedia<br />

                                                        Films' "Dribble," will also be presented during<br />

                                                        the Monday afternoon product-reel<br />

                                                        screening. Crevier is the 4'8" star of the<br />

                                                        Iowa Comets women's basketball team. She<br />

                                                        will speak about the filming of "Dribble"<br />

                                                        and will demonstrate the basketball-handling<br />

                                                        technique that has made her famous.<br />

                                                        • Peter Fonda will be introduced Monday<br />

                                                        evening at a screening of "Wanda Nevada"<br />

                                                        at the Midland Theatre. Following<br />

                                                        the screening, Fonda will be the guest of<br />

                                                        honor at a Wanda Nevada casino dinner<br />

                                                        at the Crown Center Hotel hosted by United<br />

                                                        Artists.<br />

                                                        • George Burns will receive a special<br />

                                                        industry salute at the Tuesday morning<br />

                                                        breakfast hosted by Columbia Pictures.<br />

                                                        Bums is the star of Columbia's new feature<br />

                                                        "Just You and Me, Kid."<br />

                                                        • Susan Anton, blond star of Avco Einbassy's<br />

                                                        "Golden Girl," will receive a special<br />

                                                        award during that company's Thursday<br />

                                                        morning breakfast function. Anton has<br />

                                                        won acclaim and fame for her work<br />

                                                        TV commercials and television roles.<br />

                                                        in<br />

                                                        played the • Cheri Caffaro, who title<br />

                                                        role in the "Ginger" films, is the writer and<br />

                                                        star of "Hots" from Derio Production. She<br />

                                                        will appear at the Wednesday morning<br />

                                                        breakfast sponsored by Derio, after her ar-<br />

                                                        (Continued on page 5)<br />

                                                        Idaho Is Ninth State<br />

                                                        To Pass Blind Bid Law<br />

                                                        NEW YORK—Idaho is the ninth<br />

                                                        state to pass an anti-blind bidding<br />

                                                        bill. Gov. John Evans signed it into law<br />

                                                        on March 26, the bill becoming effective<br />

                                                        May 25. Under the new law, advances<br />

                                                        and payment of minimum guarantees<br />

                                                        on percentage pictures will be<br />

                                                        prohibited.<br />

                                                        Tennessee passed its blind bidding<br />

                                                        measure through the House, 84-4,<br />

                                                        March 29. Arkansas' bill won House<br />

                                                        approval, 70-15, also March 29.<br />

                                                        Published weekly, eicept one Issue at year-end, by<br />

                                                        Col Halts Promo Push for 'Syndrome<br />

                                                        After Pennsylvania Nuclear Accident<br />

                                                        By RALPH KAMINSKY<br />

                                                        HOLLYWOOD — Columbia<br />

                                                        Pictures<br />

                                                        vows it has "not the slightest dream of<br />

                                                        capitalizing"on the nuclear crisis in Pennsylvania<br />

                                                        that so closely resembles the dramatic<br />

                                                        events in the studio's high-grossing "The<br />

                                                        China Syndrome."<br />

                                                        "It's like making a movie about Peail<br />

                                                        Harbor two days before the sneak attack,"<br />

                                                        a rival producer said.<br />

                                                        The film grossed $18,059,.^56 in 696<br />

                                                        theatres in the first 17 days of its national<br />

                                                        release. Those figures were announced in<br />

                                                        a straightforward, two-paragraph release<br />

                                                        from Columbia April 3 with no elaboration<br />

                                                        and no attempt at ballyhoo.<br />

                                                        "We'll keep on making the normal reporting<br />

                                                        in our business," a Columbia spokesman<br />

                                                        said, adding his own personal hope that<br />

                                                        "the problem gets solved and all goes away."<br />

                                                        The film opened with an advertisingexploitation<br />

                                                        budget of more than $2 million<br />

                                                        and a press blitz that included junkets for<br />

                                                        entertainment writers to screen the movie<br />

                                                        and interview the stars.<br />

                                                        In its first weekend, "The China Syndrome"<br />

                                                        grossed $4,354,854 in 536 theatres<br />

                                                        and hit $6,100,000 during its first full<br />

                                                        week. Over the March 30 weekend, following<br />

                                                        the accident at the Three Mile Island<br />

                                                        nuclear plant near Harrisburg, Pa., the<br />

                                                        grosses reached $5,181,469 from 561 theatres.<br />

                                                        In keeping with Columbia's low-profile<br />

                                                        stance, a personal appearance on the Tonight<br />

                                                        Show by star and producer Michael<br />

                                                        Douglas was cancelled, and Jack Lemmon<br />

                                                        cancelled out of a nuclear energy special<br />

                                                        planned by CBS Television.<br />

                                                        Media coverage of the Pennsylvania<br />

                                                        emergency, with no prodding from Columbia,<br />

                                                        has resulted in extensive exposure in the<br />

                                                        press, radio and TV. The media see similarities<br />

                                                        between the crisis in Pennsylvania and<br />

                                                        the story unveiled in the motion picture.<br />

                                                        In numerous instances, TV stations have<br />

                                                        run ads, film clips and pre-recorded interviews<br />

                                                        as tie-ins with the news, thus giving<br />

                                                        the picture free air plugs.<br />

                                                        Charles Rouse Is<br />

                                                        In addition to receiving almost daily mention<br />

                                                        in radio, TV and newspapers, the film<br />

                                                        also was the subject of a New York Times<br />

                                                        editorial. The Columbia spokesman also reports<br />

                                                        that the studio has been rejecting<br />

                                                        requests from the media for film clips to<br />

                                                        be used in connection with coverage of the<br />

                                                        accident at the Three Mile Island facility.<br />

                                                        According to the current Time magazine,<br />

                                                        stock market activity paralleled public response<br />

                                                        to the incident. Shares of Columbia<br />

                                                        Pictures rose $2.74 in two days to $24.75<br />

                                                        while stock in<br />

                                                        nuclear power companies declined<br />

                                                        sharply. General Public Utilities,<br />

                                                        which owns the damaged plant in Pennsylvania,<br />

                                                        dropped 50 cents per share while the<br />

                                                        stock of the Kerr-McGee plant in Oklahoma<br />

                                                        dipped $4.12 to $51.<br />

                                                        Showmanship Contest<br />

                                                        Winners Announced<br />

                                                        KANSAS CITY—Three showmen have<br />

                                                        been selected from over sixty entries in the<br />

                                                        BoxoFFiCE magazine/ Show-A-Rama 22<br />

                                                        Honored Showman Competition.<br />

                                                        The winners are: Ed Myers, Frontier Theatres,<br />

                                                        Lima, Ohio; Tony Bruguiere, Santa<br />

                                                        Rosa Cinema, Mary Esther, Fla. and Arnold<br />

                                                        Simmons, Huron Theatre, Pontiac, Mich.<br />

                                                        Ed Myers' electronic media promotion<br />

                                                        for "Mickey Mouse's Birthday Party" was<br />

                                                        selected by the judges as the best radio-TV<br />

                                                        campaign. The promotion gave a trip to<br />

                                                        Disney World to the winner of a local<br />

                                                        contest and secured the theatre extensive<br />

                                                        media coverage.<br />

                                                        Tony Brugiere's photography contest in<br />

                                                        conjunction with a camera shop for "Eyes<br />

                                                        of Laura Mars" was selected by the judges<br />

                                                        as the best off-site promotion.<br />

                                                        Winner of the best print promotion award<br />

                                                        was Amold Simmons, who coordinated<br />

                                                        efforts by several of his neighboring merchants<br />

                                                        to sponsor a contest. First prize was<br />

                                                        a trip to Hawaii.<br />

                                                        The judges delayed their decision for several<br />

                                                        days due to the quantity and quality of<br />

                                                        the entries.<br />

                                                        New BOXOFFICE Editor<br />

                                                        Effective with this issue, Charles F. Rouse III takes over as editor of<br />

                                                        BOXOFFICE If tbe name sounds familiar to some BOXOFFICE subscribers,<br />

                                                        it could be because from 1973-74, Rouse served as editor of the publication's<br />

                                                        Showmandiser and equipment sections in addition to his duties as Modern Theatre<br />

                                                        editor.<br />

                                                        For the past five years. Rouse has been employed by Deluxe Check Printers<br />

                                                        Vance Publishing Corp., 825 Van Brunt BItd., Kai^as<br />

                                                        City, Missouri 64124 Subscription rates: Sectional<br />

                                                        Edition, J15.00 per year, foreign, $25,00. Naiional<br />

                                                        Exeoitlve Edition: $25.00, foreign, $30.00. Single<br />

                                                        Inc., most recently in the capacity of production coordinator and executive assistant<br />

                                                        to the national director of advertising at the company's headquarters in St.<br />

                                                        Paul, Minn.<br />

                                                        ;opy, 75c. Second class postage paid at Kansas City,<br />

                                                        Mo. BOXOFFICE Publication No. (USPS 062-260).<br />

                                                        BOXOFTICE<br />

                                                        Apri

                                                    

                                                    THE NATIONAL FILM WEEKLY<br />

                                                        Published in Five Sectional Editions<br />

                                                        WILLIAM C. VANCE<br />

                                                        Publisher<br />

                                                        JOHN F. BERRY<br />

                                                        Assoc. Publisher/National Sales Manager<br />

                                                        CHARLES F. ROUSE III<br />

                                                        Editor<br />

                                                        BEN SHLYEN Executive Editor<br />

                                                        MORRIS SCHLQZMAN Business Manager<br />

                                                        HARVEY SHARP Circulation Director<br />

                                                        GARY BURCH Equipment Editor<br />

                                                        JONNA JEFFERIS Associate Editor<br />

                                                        STU GOLDSTEIN Associate Editor<br />

                                                        RON SCHAUMBURG Associate Editor<br />

                                                        G. GREGORY TOBIN Associate Editor<br />

                                                        JIMMY SUMMERS Assistant Editor<br />

                                                        RALPH KAMINSKY West Coast Editor<br />

                                                        JOHN COCCHI East Coast Editor<br />

                                                        ADMINISTRATIVE<br />

                                                        VANCE HERBERT A.<br />

                                                        Chairman<br />

                                                        JOHN B. O'NEIL President<br />

                                                        J. JAMES STAUDT Vice-President<br />

                                                        Executive<br />

                                                        C. WILLIAM VANCE Vice-President<br />

                                                        Publication Offices: 825 Van Brunt Blvd., Kansas<br />

                                                        City Mo. 6412-1. (81G) 241-7777.<br />

                                                        Western Offices; 1800 N. Uighlaiid, Suite 707. HoUj-<br />
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                                                        Blind Bidding: Momentum Is<br />

                                                        Building<br />

                                                        There have been more than a few developments of late in<br />

                                                        the country's ongoing struggle over the controversy involving<br />

                                                        blind bidding.<br />

                                                        Legislation banning the practice has been passed in several<br />

                                                        states by at least one house of the legislature. The governors of<br />

                                                        four other states— Utah, Georgia, West Virginia and Idaho<br />

                                                        recently signed bills into law. In Ohio, the law is being challenged<br />

                                                        in court at the present time.<br />

                                                        A total of nine states—or 18 percent of the states in the<br />

                                                        nation—currently have anti-blind bidding laws on the books.<br />

                                                        If, as NATO president A. Alan Friedberg has pointed out,<br />

                                                        passage in 30 or 40 percent of the states can be considered a<br />

                                                        victory, the opponents of blind bidding appear to have the momentum<br />

                                                        on their side. They can only increase that momentum if<br />

                                                        bills continue to be passed by lawmakers at the current rate.<br />

                                                        On the other hand, proponents of the practice—for the most<br />

                                                        part the major distributors—must surely realize by now that time<br />

                                                        is<br />

                                                        run'ning out for them unless they can gain a favorable ruling in<br />

                                                        Ohio.<br />

                                                        Many states in which legislation is pending are, indeed,<br />

                                                        watching the courtroom developments in Columbus, Ohio, before<br />

                                                        they proceed further.<br />

                                                        At this time, the only word that can describe the overall situation<br />

                                                        is "uncertain."<br />

                                                        However, one thing is certain: It is a shame that the U.S. Department<br />

                                                        of Justice will not sonction an agreement between<br />

                                                        NATO and the MPAA to curtail or end the unfair practice of<br />

                                                        blind bidding.<br />

                                                        The Justice Department's argument—that such a pact<br />

                                                        would be in violation of antitrust statutes which forbid trade associations<br />

                                                        from establishing business practices among themselves<br />

                                                        does not address the problem at all.<br />

                                                        Neither NATO nor the MPAA is attempting to limit competition<br />

                                                        or fix prices; instead, they want to come up with a compromise<br />

                                                        that is fair for both sides.<br />

                                                        With the Justice Department maintaining a hands-off policy,<br />

                                                        then the issue must revert to the legislatures and the courts.<br />

                                                        The department's action—or rather, lack of action— is dissatisfying<br />

                                                        also because it robs both sides in the dispute of a uniform<br />

                                                        national solution which could avoid costly, time-consuming<br />

                                                        legal processes on the state level and prevent future confusion<br />

                                                        over different state laws.<br />

                                                        The next few months will tell the tale.<br />

                                                        And we hope it will be the tale of the demise of the unfair<br />

                                                        practice of blind bidding.

                                                    

                                                    Sargent Seeking Damages<br />

                                                        In Pryor Film Lawsuit<br />

                                                        LOS ANGELES — Bill Sargent and his<br />

                                                        Special Event Entertainment are asking $1<br />

                                                        million punitive damages in response to a<br />

                                                        suit filed earlier by his former executive<br />

                                                        producer Steve Blauner. Blauner had asked<br />

                                                        payment of $50,000 allegedly due him after<br />

                                                        completion of the filming of "Richard Pryor<br />

                                                        —Live in Concert."<br />

                                                        Sargent asked for the damages in his answer<br />

                                                        and cross-complaint filed in Superior<br />

                                                        Couil in Los Angeles. The document asserted<br />

                                                        that neither SEE nor Sargent owed any<br />

                                                        amount to Blauner.<br />

                                                        It also declared that Blauner had filed<br />

                                                        his lawsuit "with the express purpose of<br />

                                                        disinjpting (SEE's) business relationship with<br />

                                                        Mr. Pryor, intentionally and willfully impaired,<br />

                                                        impeded or otherwise prevented<br />

                                                        (SEE) from obtaining Mr. Pryor's services"<br />

                                                        to help publicize the film.<br />

                                                        The Pryor concert was filmed December<br />

                                                        28 at the Terrace Theatre in Long Beach.<br />

                                                        NITE to Discuss TOFCO<br />

                                                        ST LOUIS — Approximately 40<br />

                                                        members of the board of directors of<br />

                                                        NITE, the National Independent Theatre<br />

                                                        Exhibitors, will meet at the Stan<br />

                                                        Musial Hilton Airport Inn April 10 at<br />

                                                        1 p.m.<br />

                                                        Under discussion will be Tom Patterson's<br />

                                                        plan for the formation of<br />

                                                        TOFCO, the Theatre Owners Film Cooperative.<br />

                                                        Details of the contract with<br />

                                                        a team of Canadian investors will be<br />

                                                        examined, and the bylaws of the coop<br />

                                                        will be formulated.<br />

                                                        Specific requirements for membership<br />

                                                        will be outlined at that time.<br />

                                                        SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM<br />

                                                        BOXOFnCE:<br />

                                                        825 Van Brunt Blvd.<br />

                                                        Kansas City, Mo. 64124<br />

                                                        Please enter my subscription to BOX-<br />

                                                        OFFICE.<br />

                                                        D 1 YEAR $15.00<br />

                                                        D 2 YEARS $28,00<br />

                                                        n Remittance<br />

                                                        Enclosed<br />

                                                        AIR, Celebrating 25 Years, Looking<br />

                                                        Ahead to<br />

                                                        NEW YORK— In<br />

                                                        By JOHN COCCHl<br />

                                                        East Coast Editor<br />

                                                        Quality Summer Releases<br />

                                                        honor of American International<br />

                                                        Pictures' 25th anniversary, the<br />

                                                        Museum of Modern Art here is holding a<br />

                                                        retrospective of its films, from July 26^ to<br />

                                                        Aug. 28.<br />

                                                        And in honor of that honor, hoard chairman<br />

                                                        and AIP president Samuel Z. Arkoff<br />

                                                        and the Museum held a press reception<br />

                                                        April 2 at "21" here. Keynote speaker was<br />

                                                        Arkoff, who was preceded on the dais by<br />

                                                        Mary Lea Bandy of the Museum's Department<br />

                                                        of Film and Richard Oldenburg, director<br />

                                                        of the Museum.<br />

                                                        Also at the luncheon were Milton I. Moritz,<br />

                                                        senior vice-president of advertising and<br />

                                                        publicity for AIP, Adrienne Mancia, Larry<br />

                                                        Kardish and Luisa Kreisberg of the Museum's<br />

                                                        Department of Film; Larry Steinfeld<br />

                                                        of the New York AIP office; Susan St.<br />

                                                        James, star of AIP's "Love at First Bite,"<br />

                                                        and William K. Everson, film historian and<br />

                                                        programmer.<br />

                                                        Oldenburg said that the retrospective<br />

                                                        would range from "The Fast and the Furious"<br />

                                                        (1954), the company's first film,<br />

                                                        through 1977's "Rolling Thunder." A new<br />

                                                        entry will be "The Amityville Horror," and/<br />

                                                        or another 1979 release, it was learned.<br />

                                                        In introducing Arkoff, Oldenburg said that<br />

                                                        his success was due largely to showmanship.<br />

                                                        There with his wife, Arkoff greeted the<br />

                                                        throng with salutations from the Amazing<br />

                                                        Colossal Man, the Teenage Werewolf, the<br />

                                                        Beach Party group and Edgar Allan Poe,<br />

                                                        naming some of his company's earlier hits.<br />

                                                        An early formula was the marketing of<br />

                                                        $100,000 features as double bills, said Arkoff.<br />

                                                        AIP also helped develop the drive-in<br />

                                                        theatre business by giving those outlets firstrun<br />

                                                        product. He credited late co-founder<br />

                                                        James H. Nicholson with being a genius at<br />

                                                        thinking up exploitable titles and Lou Rusoff<br />

                                                        with the ability to fashion scripts from<br />

                                                        titles and ads. A good ad department then<br />

                                                        put the product over.<br />

                                                        Roger Corman is "a terrific man as well<br />

                                                        as a terrific producer and director," io Arkoff's<br />

                                                        estimation, and his earlier films helped<br />

                                                        establish AIP's reputation.<br />

                                                        The AIP head referred to Joseph E. Lcvine<br />

                                                        as a distributor for the Boston territory<br />

                                                        in the days before he became famous as a<br />

                                                        producer. With the demise of double bills<br />

                                                        in the late "50s, the company turned to<br />

                                                        more ambitious product.<br />

                                                        The Poe films with Vincent Price and<br />

                                                        the Beach Parly musicals proved to be<br />

                                                        moneymakers. By the middle and late '60s,<br />

                                                        the youth-parent alienation theme was strong<br />

                                                        and a new generation came into being with<br />

                                                        such films as "The Wild Angels," "The<br />

                                                        Trip," "Three in the Attic" and "Wild in<br />

                                                        the Streets."<br />

                                                        Arkoff said that the AIP feature "Cooley<br />

                                                        High" was the basis for the successful<br />

                                                        "What's Happening" TV series, from which<br />

                                                        the company is still receiving residuals. This<br />

                                                        year, the company is looking toward<br />

                                                        "Meteor," "The Amityville Horror" and<br />

                                                        "Love at First Bite" as being among the<br />

                                                        best of the 15 films to be released.<br />

                                                        The merger between AIP and Filmways<br />

                                                        will afford new opportunities, opined Arkoff<br />

                                                        in revealing that he will be the largest stockholder<br />

                                                        in Filmways.<br />

                                                        Harold Robbins' "Dreams Die First" will<br />

                                                        be made under the new setup.<br />

                                                        Peter Fonda, Susan Anton<br />

                                                        To Attend Show-A-Rama<br />

                                                        (Continued from page 3)<br />

                                                        rival at the convention in a hot-air balloon.<br />

                                                        Later in the day delegates may take rides<br />

                                                        the balloon.<br />

                                                        Show-A-Rama officials declined naming<br />

                                                        this year's stars who will receive the convention's<br />

                                                        major awards. Actor and Actress<br />

                                                        of the Year, Producer and Director of the<br />

                                                        Year and Stars of Tomorrow.<br />

                                                        "It is still too early to announce our selections,"<br />

                                                        said a spokesman. "We have a<br />

                                                        tremendous lineup for the convention delegates,<br />

                                                        but we don't want to spoil some of<br />

                                                        the surprise."<br />

                                                        In previous years Show-A-Rama has hosted<br />

                                                        surprise guests, such as the appearance<br />

                                                        last year by Lee Majors at a dinner honoring<br />

                                                        Farrah Fawcett-Majors.<br />

                                                        in<br />

                                                        n Send Invoice<br />
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                                                        THEATRE<br />
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                                                        TOWN<br />

                                                        STATE<br />

                                                        ZIP CODE<br />

                                                        NAME<br />

                                                        POSITION<br />

                                                        | |<br />

                                                        STEREO<br />

                                                        Look for Us at Show-A-Rama!<br />

                                                        BOXOFFICE April 9, 1979

                                                    

                                                    fOR THE<br />

                                                        RECORD<br />

                                                        T\a\\A W. Tebet has been named talent consultant<br />

                                                        under a long-term agreement<br />

                                                        with Sir Lew Grade's Marble Arch Productions.<br />

                                                        Sheldon Schrager has taken over the<br />

                                                        vacant spot of vice-president and executive<br />

                                                        production manager of Columbia Pictures<br />

                                                        Productions.<br />

                                                        Robert Mulcahy has been named associate<br />

                                                        distribution counsel for 20th Century-<br />

                                                        Fox Pictures, reporting to Jerry Sussman,<br />

                                                        senior distribution counsel,<br />

                                                        Douglas J. Lemza has resigned as director<br />

                                                        of United Artists' 16mm and classics<br />

                                                        departments.<br />

                                                        Julian Senior has been named vice-president<br />

                                                        of European advertising and publicity<br />

                                                        for Warner Bros., based in WB's London<br />

                                                        headquarters.<br />

                                                        Maria Scarfone has been appointed administrative<br />

                                                        assistant and film booker for<br />

                                                        the Short Film Showcase program.<br />

                                                        Raymond D. Weisbond has been appointed<br />

                                                        Warner Bros.' vice-president and general<br />

                                                        counsel, as well as head of the company's<br />

                                                        legal department.<br />

                                                        John F. Nownes has been promoted to<br />

                                                        vice-president in charge of data processing<br />

                                                        at Warner Bros.<br />

                                                        Ron Beckman, executive vice-president of<br />

                                                        20th Century-Fox's TV division, will resign<br />

                                                        effective April 15.<br />

                                                        POTTS POTTS POTTS<br />

                                                        The<br />

                                                        NEW<br />

                                                        POTTS PLATTER<br />

                                                        has very true, anodized aluminum<br />

                                                        discs with rolled<br />

                                                        edges, keeper rollers at criti-<br />

                                                        ;f;l points, and i LOWER<br />

                                                        PJ

                                                    

                                                    .<br />

                                                        .<br />

                                                        .<br />

                                                        Yablan s 'Halloween'<br />

                                                        May Be Biggest Indie<br />

                                                        By AVERY MASON<br />

                                                        Special Correspondent<br />

                                                        BOSTON—Fifteen years ago Irwin Yablans,<br />

                                                        president of Compass International<br />

                                                        Kotures, left Boston, where he was a film<br />

                                                        salesman for Warner Bros.<br />

                                                        He returned recently to bask in the glory<br />

                                                        of his stupendous grosses for his "'backdoor"<br />

                                                        entry, "Halloween." and beat the woods for<br />

                                                        young filmmakers who can be "John Carpenters,"<br />

                                                        at a press luncheon at the Ritz.<br />

                                                        Yablans expects "Halloween." which set<br />

                                                        a record $200,000 for its first week in six<br />

                                                        perimeter theatres around Boston, to earn<br />

                                                        a $20-million U.S. gross, making it the<br />

                                                        biggest, most successful independent ever<br />

                                                        produced. " 'Halloween' was brought in for<br />

                                                        a cost of only $320,000," he said, "and was<br />

                                                        shot in four weeks." He said Warner Bros.<br />

                                                        has purchased "Halloween" for France and<br />

                                                        Germany.<br />

                                                        'Through Back Door'<br />

                                                        He detailed how he showed the film to<br />

                                                        major studios who turned it down, and how<br />

                                                        he had to "bring the picture in through the<br />

                                                        back door." "I couldn't get the theatres I<br />

                                                        wanted," he noted.<br />

                                                        He said there was no reason for titling<br />

                                                        the picture "Halloween." "I just wanted to<br />

                                                        make a fihn about three baby sitters terrorized<br />

                                                        on Halloween night. Now, I have<br />

                                                        a built-in thing. We'll show the picture on<br />

                                                        Halloween for years to come."<br />

                                                        Yablans said: "Boston is now the most<br />

                                                        influential film city in the country, with<br />

                                                        the exception of Los Angeles, and that includes<br />

                                                        New York."<br />

                                                        'Immediate Reaction' City<br />

                                                        Yablans pointed out that Boston is the<br />

                                                        home of the First National Bank, "which<br />

                                                        bankrolls more Hollywood films than anybody.<br />

                                                        It's also the headquarters of General<br />

                                                        Cinema, largest exhibition chain in the U.S.,<br />

                                                        and the residence of NATO president A.<br />

                                                        Alan Friedberg, president of TONE and<br />

                                                        Sack Theatres. There is<br />

                                                        a huge area of college<br />

                                                        students where filmmakers can get an<br />

                                                        immediate reaction to their newest film<br />

                                                        efforts.<br />

                                                        "We want to make pictures with young<br />

                                                        filmmakers," Yablans said, "just as we did<br />

                                                        with John Carpenter." He said "Halloween"<br />

                                                        was rushed into New York and Los Angeles<br />

                                                        for Halloween, 1978. and "had them<br />

                                                        screaming in the aisles."<br />

                                                        According to exhibitors at the Ritz gathering<br />

                                                        for Yablans, they screamed up a storm<br />

                                                        of dollars around Boston where the film<br />

                                                        played at Sack and Academy theatres, and<br />

                                                        the perimeter theatres. "Halloween" will<br />

                                                        have "legs,"<br />

                                                        they said.<br />

                                                        The picture was deemed a natural for the<br />

                                                        big New England drive-in season, which<br />

                                                        peaks in June, July and August, and Lockwood<br />

                                                        Friedman Film Co.. distributors for<br />

                                                        Compass here, is planning a big campaign.<br />

                                                        Yablans also pointed out that the first<br />

                                                        week's gros.s in six Boston perimeter theatres<br />

                                                        of $200,000 was achieved on a "paltry"<br />

                                                        $28,500 for promotion and advertising campaign,<br />

                                                        "while majors were spending $6."^,-<br />

                                                        00d-$7.5,000 on their six perimeter films in<br />

                                                        the same week.<br />

                                                        'Horseman' Composer Nod<br />

                                                        NEW YORK—Michael Small, composer<br />

                                                        of the music for "Comes a Horseman," has<br />

                                                        won the Western Heritage Wrangler Award<br />

                                                        as writer of the outstanding musical composition<br />

                                                        of 1979.<br />

                                                        The award, bestowed by the National<br />

                                                        Cowboy Hall of Fame, was presented at the<br />

                                                        organization's banquet in Oklahoma City<br />

                                                        April 7.<br />

                                                        'Hair' Opening Night<br />

                                                        Film at Cannes Fest<br />

                                                        NEW YORK— Milos Forman's "Hair"<br />

                                                        has been selected as the opening night presentation<br />

                                                        at the International Film Festival<br />

                                                        at Cannes beginning May 10, it was announced<br />

                                                        by Norbert T. Auerbach, United<br />

                                                        Artists senior vice-president and foreign<br />

                                                        manager.<br />

                                                        The out-of-competition presentation at the<br />

                                                        festival, which runs through May 24. will<br />

                                                        be "Hair" 's first showing outside of the<br />

                                                        United States and will precede by one day<br />

                                                        its premiere in Paris. Selected engagements<br />

                                                        in other major European centers will follow<br />

                                                        shortly.<br />

                                                        The event will be attended by "Hair" 's<br />

                                                        director, Milos Forman, producers Lester<br />

                                                        Pcrsky and Michael Butler and cast.<br />
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                                                    New Chinese Theatre Gala Opening<br />

                                                        Coincides With 'Hurricane Premiere<br />

                                                        An artist's rendering of the Chinese Theatre as it appears with new additions.<br />

                                                        The new facilities are joined to the original by a forecourt entrance that includes<br />

                                                        a Chinese garden, entry lounges and concession stand with a pagoda.<br />

                                                        By RALPH KAMINSKY<br />

                                                        West Coast Editor<br />

                                                        HOLLYWOOD — Paramount<br />

                                                        and Ted Mann, owner of<br />

                                                        Pictures<br />

                                                        Mann Theatres.<br />

                                                        will collaborate in launching Dino De Laurentiis'<br />

                                                        "Hurricane" April 12 with a glamorous<br />

                                                        Hollywood premiere.<br />

                                                        The event will simultaneously serve as a<br />

                                                        dedication of two new houses added to<br />

                                                        Mann's landmark Chinese Theatre.<br />

                                                        Last-minute finishing touches are being<br />

                                                        put on Chinese I and 11, built adjacent to<br />

                                                        the famed Chinese, to make them ready<br />

                                                        for the premiere and the gala South Seas<br />

                                                        party that will follow. The twin theatres<br />

                                                        are the first completely new movie houses<br />

                                                        to be built on Hollywood Boulevard in<br />

                                                        more than two generations, according to a<br />

                                                        Mann spokesman.<br />

                                                        Original Left Intact<br />

                                                        The original Chinese is in no way affected<br />

                                                        by the addition of two new units.<br />

                                                        The theatres are adjacent to the Chinese's<br />

                                                        glamorous and historic forecourt which is<br />

                                                        visited by thousands of tourists yearly<br />

                                                        most of whom inevitably try out their shoe<br />

                                                        sizes in the footprints of famed movie stars.<br />

                                                        A common lobby will serve the two new<br />

                                                        theatres. Patrons will enter by walking<br />

                                                        through the famed forecourt.<br />

                                                        A day after the premiere the twins will<br />

                                                        be open for business, one showing "Hurricane"<br />

                                                        and the other Avco Embassy's "Old<br />

                                                        Boyfriends." Warner Bros.' "Superman" will<br />

                                                        continue its regular run at the Chinese.<br />

                                                        The premiere, with tickets selling at $50,<br />

                                                        will be a benefit for the Hollywood Historic<br />

                                                        Trust, established by the Hollywood<br />

                                                        Chamber of Commerce to safeguard motion<br />

                                                        picture memorabilia with the intention<br />

                                                        of eventually creating a museum of Hollywood<br />

                                                        lore.<br />

                                                        Mann Theatres executive William F.<br />

                                                        Hertz, as president of the Chamber of<br />

                                                        Commerce, has named Jack Foreman, general<br />

                                                        manager of Goldwyn Studios, chairman<br />

                                                        of the Hollywood Historic Trust. He<br />

                                                        has designated Stanley Spcro, vice-president<br />

                                                        of Golden West Broadcasters, as chairman<br />

                                                        of the premiere and party.<br />

                                                        At least two blocks of Hollywood Boulevard<br />

                                                        will be closed to traffic to handle the<br />

                                                        arrival of celebrities at the premiere-dedication.<br />

                                                        Metromedia will tape activities in the<br />

                                                        Chinese forecourt to be edited into a onehour<br />

                                                        television special. Featured will be<br />

                                                        stars of' the film, Mia Farrow, Jason Robards.<br />

                                                        Max Von Sydow and Trevor Howard.<br />

                                                        Although dedication plans are not complete,<br />

                                                        it is expected that Ted Mann, representatives<br />

                                                        of the picture and possibly Mayor<br />

                                                        Tom Bradley will participate in a ribboncutting<br />

                                                        ceremony or some other appropriate<br />

                                                        celebration.<br />

                                                        Guests will walk on a red carpet from<br />

                                                        the theatre to a nearby underground parking<br />

                                                        garage which will be completely transformed<br />

                                                        into a South Seas island motif for the<br />

                                                        party.<br />

                                                        'Moonraker' Boat Pari<br />

                                                        Of Shopping Mall Push<br />

                                                        NEW YORK—A major "Moonraker"<br />

                                                        promotion for the metropolitan New York<br />

                                                        area started March 29 on Long Island.<br />

                                                        The promotion is keyed to the unique<br />

                                                        speedboat used in the film by Roger Moore<br />

                                                        in his role as James Bond 007.<br />

                                                        The campaign kicked off at the Green<br />

                                                        Acres Shopping Center in Valley Stream<br />

                                                        and was tied in with the Mall's Spring Boat<br />

                                                        Show. The boat, built by the Glastron Boat<br />

                                                        Company of Austin, Texas, is a CV 23<br />

                                                        Hardtop but was modified for its special<br />

                                                        mission in this eleventh James Bond screen<br />

                                                        thriller. The boat features torpedo tubes<br />

                                                        and deep-sea detonation charges and has<br />

                                                        state-of-the-art electronic and computer<br />

                                                        equipment.<br />

                                                        Appropriately clad James Bond girls will<br />

                                                        distribute 1,000 multi-colored "Moonraker"<br />

                                                        posters each day on a first-come firstserved<br />

                                                        basis. They have already become a<br />

                                                        collectors' item for James Bond fans.<br />

                                                        On April 8 the boat was moved to the<br />

                                                        giant Roosevelt Field Shopping Center at<br />

                                                        Garden City where it was displayed as the<br />

                                                        centerpiece of the mall's Faster sales promotion<br />

                                                        campaign.<br />

                                                        AMPAS Adds to Funds<br />

                                                        For AFI Internships<br />

                                                        WASHINGTON—The American Film<br />

                                                        Institute has received a substantial increase<br />

                                                        in its funding from the Academy of Motion<br />

                                                        Picture Arts and Sciences for the continuation<br />

                                                        of the Academy internship and Academy<br />

                                                        chairs programs. The joint Academy/<br />

                                                        AFI programs are now in their eleventh<br />

                                                        year.<br />

                                                        The Academy internship program is designed<br />

                                                        to enable a limited number of promising<br />

                                                        new directors to learn professional film<br />

                                                        techniques by observing an established director<br />

                                                        at work on a major film production.<br />

                                                        Since the program's inception in 1968, 87<br />

                                                        interns have been placed with distinguished<br />

                                                        directors.<br />

                                                        Former AFI Interns<br />

                                                        Former interns Karen Arthur, Mark<br />

                                                        Griffiths, Matthew Robbins, David Schmoeller<br />

                                                        and Eva Lothar are now directing feature<br />

                                                        films.<br />

                                                        Arthur, who interned with Peter Hyams<br />

                                                        on "Our Time," has signed a four-picture<br />

                                                        contract with Universal, and is presently in<br />

                                                        pre-production for "Lady Beware."<br />

                                                        Griffiths, after his internship with John<br />

                                                        Schlesinger on "Marathon Man," is now in<br />

                                                        production of "Teen Angel" for Oasis Production.<br />

                                                        Robbins, an intern with Irvin Kershnor<br />

                                                        on "Loving," recently directed MGM's release<br />

                                                        "Corvette Summer."<br />

                                                        Following his internship with Peter<br />

                                                        Hyams on "Capricorn One," Schmoeller directed<br />

                                                        "Tourist Trap" for Charles Band<br />

                                                        Productions.<br />

                                                        Eva Lothar, an intern with Stanley Kramer<br />

                                                        and "Oklahoma Crude," was guest film<br />

                                                        director at the French Institute of Film and<br />

                                                        Television in Australia and is now directing<br />

                                                        her first feature in Berlin.<br />

                                                        MOTION PICTURES RATED<br />

                                                        BY THE CODE & RATING<br />

                                                        ADMINISTRATION<br />

                                                        The following feature-length motion pictures<br />

                                                        have been reviewed and rated by the<br />

                                                        Code and Rating Administration pursuant<br />

                                                        to the Motion Picture Code and Rating<br />

                                                        Program.<br />

                                                        Title Distributor Rirting<br />

                                                        Ashanti (WB)<br />

                                                        La Cage Aux Folles (UA)<br />

                                                        Crime Busters (UA)<br />

                                                        Get Out Your Handkerchiefs<br />

                                                        (New Line)<br />

                                                        Ravagers (Col)<br />

                                                        Rich Kids (UA)<br />

                                                        A Saint ... A Woman ... A Devil<br />

                                                        (Rochelle)<br />

                                                        Saint Jack (New World)<br />

                                                        The Sensuous Nurse (Mid-Broadway)<br />

                                                        The Street Fighter's Last Revenge<br />

                                                        (New Line)<br />

                                                        Sw^ip Meet (Dimension)<br />

                                                        April

                                                    

                                                    $8 Million Ad Boost<br />

                                                        For The Black Hole'<br />

                                                        HOLLYWOOD — "The Black Hole,"<br />

                                                        Willi Disney Productions' biggest and most<br />

                                                        expensive feature over, will be boosted by<br />

                                                        an $8-million advertising and promotion<br />

                                                        campaign before and after it is released<br />

                                                        Dec. 21 in 700 theatres in 350 LI. S. and<br />

                                                        Canadian cities.<br />

                                                        Card Walker, president of Disney, revealed<br />

                                                        that the exploitation buildup for the<br />

                                                        $18-million science fiction epic will range<br />

                                                        from television specials dealing with the<br />

                                                        black hole phenomenon in outer space to<br />

                                                        merchandising of toys and related promolional<br />

                                                        items. A soundtrack album will be<br />

                                                        released, and "Black Hole" characters will<br />

                                                        be developed in comic strips, posters and<br />

                                                        other promotional material at Disney theme<br />

                                                        parks.<br />

                                                        Walker said Disney will put up $5 million<br />

                                                        of the promotional budget and $1 million<br />

                                                        for prints. Other money will come<br />

                                                        from companies involved in the promotion<br />

                                                        of products spinning off from the movie.<br />

                                                        Mego Toys will spend $1 million in pre-<br />

                                                        Christmas advertising on a huge variety of<br />

                                                        toys and games based on the picture's story<br />

                                                        and characters.<br />

                                                        Other companies will put up $500,000<br />

                                                        in similar pre-Christmas advertising and $1.5<br />

                                                        million in promotional advertising beginning<br />

                                                        in October. Companies involved are<br />

                                                        J. C. Penney, General Electric. Nabisco,<br />

                                                        Florida Citrus Assn. and GM/Pontiac.<br />

                                                        900,000 Record LInits<br />

                                                        Disneyland/Vista Records will lelease<br />

                                                        900,000 units involving five different recorded<br />

                                                        products and the soundtrack. Record<br />

                                                        sales are expected to hit $12.5 million,<br />

                                                        Walker said.<br />

                                                        Walker revealed the "Black Hole" promotional<br />

                                                        plans at a meeting with security<br />

                                                        analysts who had been getting an overall<br />

                                                        view of financial operations of various<br />

                                                        studios during the week of March 26.<br />

                                                        Irving<br />

                                                        Ludwig, president of Disney's distribution<br />

                                                        arm Buena Vista, told the analysts<br />

                                                        that "The Black Hole" has been sold on<br />

                                                        the best terms that Disney has ever obtained,<br />

                                                        calling for a 90-10 split or a floor of<br />

                                                        70 per cent for three weeks, then 60 per<br />

                                                        cent for the next three weeks and reducing<br />

                                                        after<br />

                                                        that.<br />

                                                        Terming the campaign "the most powerful<br />

                                                        media campaign in our history," Walker<br />

                                                        said feature stories on the movie are expected<br />

                                                        to be published by Newsweek, Life,<br />

                                                        Rolling Stone, Omni and Reader's Digest.<br />

                                                        In all, he said, a total of 78 million representations<br />

                                                        of "Black Hole" characters and<br />

                                                        story line will be printed in various media.<br />

                                                        Gala Sets 6-Month Slate<br />

                                                        SANTRUCE, P. R.—Gala Films International<br />

                                                        Inc. of Puerto Rico will release in<br />

                                                        the next six months "Cyclone." "Kingdom<br />

                                                        of the Spiders," "Soldiers of Orange." "The<br />

                                                        Devil Within Her" and "The 39 Steps."<br />

                                                        Industry Cant Support 'Torrid Rote<br />

                                                        Of Expansion in<br />

                                                        NEW YORK—After scoring<br />

                                                        heady profit<br />

                                                        gains during the past seven years, the<br />

                                                        recreation industry will lose a considerable<br />

                                                        amount of its "earnings steam" in 1979,<br />

                                                        according to Value Line, an investment advisory<br />

                                                        service.<br />

                                                        The U.S. economy can't continue "indefinitely"<br />

                                                        to support the industry's torrid expansion<br />

                                                        rate. Value Line said in its weekly<br />

                                                        investment survey.<br />

                                                        Between 1972 and 1978, the industry's<br />

                                                        earnings rose at an average 15 percent annual<br />

                                                        pace, with a 30 percent gain last year,<br />

                                                        the investment advisory service said. However,<br />

                                                        in 1979, the industry's profit will show<br />

                                                        a modest 6 percent increase, it predicted.<br />

                                                        Value Line said that unless the entire<br />

                                                        economy were to speed up. "the share of<br />

                                                        the gross national product allocated to recreation<br />

                                                        would simply get out of hand;<br />

                                                        there'd be no time left for anybody to mind<br />

                                                        the store."<br />

                                                        Speed-Up Unlikely<br />

                                                        The investment survey stated that such<br />

                                                        a speed-up is unlikely because of the Carter<br />

                                                        administration's fight against inflation. The<br />

                                                        industry's growth also will be curbed by the<br />

                                                        fuel shortage and by a showing of business<br />

                                                        activity, if not a recession later this year,<br />

                                                        the publication stated.<br />

                                                        Value Line includes in the recreation industry<br />

                                                        a diverse group of businesses, including<br />

                                                        motion pictures, gaming casinos, amusement<br />

                                                        parks, recreational vehicles, pleasure<br />

                                                        craft and other leisure-time products and<br />

                                                        services.<br />

                                                        It was estimated that recreation industry<br />

                                                        earnings this year would amount to about<br />

                                                        $740 million, up 6 percent from the $700<br />

                                                        million reported for 1978. It forecast 1979<br />

                                                        revenues of approximately $10.85 billion in<br />

                                                        comparison to sales of $9.8 billioin in 1978.<br />

                                                        'Better Than Average'<br />

                                                        Declaring that recreation stocks have performed<br />

                                                        "relatively well" during the past few<br />

                                                        years. Value Line said that "market prospects<br />

                                                        for the group are still a little better<br />

                                                        than average."<br />

                                                        A recession and increased unemployment<br />

                                                        would probably cause a decline in expenditures<br />

                                                        for costlier types of recreational<br />

                                                        spending. Value Line said, adding that the<br />

                                                        coming economic slowdown would affect<br />

                                                        various sectors of the leisure time industry<br />

                                                        differently.<br />

                                                        Lower air fares and an abundance of<br />

                                                        gasoline during the past year have encouraged<br />

                                                        travel to places like Disney World, Las<br />

                                                        Vegas gaming casinos aind other pleasure<br />

                                                        spots. Value Line declared. Recently, however,<br />

                                                        flights have been cancelled for lack of<br />

                                                        fuel, and air fare increases are being filed<br />

                                                        to offset rising costs.<br />

                                                        Value Line takes issue with the contention<br />

                                                        that "luxury class recreational expenditures"<br />

                                                        won't be affected by a business<br />

                                                        slump.<br />

                                                        Recreation Industry<br />

                                                        A recessioni could adversely affect the<br />

                                                        motion picture industry, because some potential<br />

                                                        moviegoers would stay at home with<br />

                                                        their TV sets. Value Line stated. Movie<br />

                                                        revenues could be aided though by a number<br />

                                                        of "potential blockbusters" scheduled<br />

                                                        for release in mid- 1979, it declared.<br />

                                                        "Whether they'll click is always a question<br />

                                                        until the public actually responds," the<br />

                                                        investment advisory service pointed out.<br />

                                                        Bugs Bunny Feature Added<br />

                                                        To Warners Release Slate<br />

                                                        NEW YORK—Warner Bros, has released<br />

                                                        "The Great American Chase," a new animated<br />

                                                        theatrical feature consisting of five<br />

                                                        complete Bugs Bunny shorts as well as<br />

                                                        scenes from 24 other cartoons.<br />

                                                        The motion picture had its premiere<br />

                                                        April 6 in Salt Lake City, Columbus and<br />

                                                        Houston.<br />

                                                        40th Anniversary Film<br />

                                                        The 92-minute feature containing only<br />

                                                        material created by famed animator Chuck<br />

                                                        Jones between 1938 and 1962 is being issued<br />

                                                        in celebration of Bugs Bunny's 40th<br />

                                                        anniversary.<br />

                                                        Jones, in addition to assembling the vintage<br />

                                                        material—which he co-wrote with Mike<br />

                                                        Maltese—has also produced, directed and<br />

                                                        written 20 minutes of new animation for<br />

                                                        the movie, including scenes set in Bugs<br />

                                                        Bunny's carrot palace in Beverly Hills. The<br />

                                                        new animation has Bugs as a narrator who<br />

                                                        introduces the compilation scenes.<br />

                                                        Jones, a three-time Academy Award winner,<br />

                                                        is co-creator of Bugs Bunny and the<br />

                                                        creator of Road Runner.<br />

                                                        POTTS POTTS POTTS<br />

                                                        BE<br />

                                                        SURE<br />

                                                        your dealer bought your<br />

                                                        plat-ter from Robert Potts or<br />

                                                        you could get an unproven<br />

                                                        substitute.<br />

                                                        Potts Platters<br />

                                                        R.R. #2<br />

                                                        Urbana, Illinois 61801<br />

                                                        Ph. (217) 469-7578<br />

                                                        POTTS POTTS POTTS<br />
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                                                    Lone Star Pictures<br />

                                                        International<br />

                                                        Finds Selectivity the Right Path<br />

                                                        By RALPH KAMINSKY<br />

                                                        West Coast Editor<br />

                                                        HOLLYWOOD—Lone Star Pictures International,<br />

                                                        founded 14 months ago by some<br />

                                                        Texans who thought they would like to get<br />

                                                        into the movie business, now is contemplating<br />

                                                        the current releasing season with a<br />

                                                        schedule of ten features. The pictures have<br />

                                                        a cumulative price tag of $12,700,000 and<br />

                                                        will be backed with a $1,400,000 advertising-promotion<br />

                                                        campaign.<br />

                                                        President Lee Thornberg said the features<br />

                                                        will go into theatres in a system which will<br />

                                                        involve a total of only 575 prints in<br />

                                                        the first<br />

                                                        releasing wave. Some of the features will go<br />

                                                        out with as few as 20 or 35 prints on the<br />

                                                        first go-around.<br />

                                                        "We'll start each picture carefully, see<br />

                                                        how it does, and increase the print order<br />

                                                        when we decide how the picture promises<br />

                                                        to go," Thornberg explained.<br />

                                                        "We're not going to buy a huge volume<br />

                                                        of prints for any of the movies and then<br />

                                                        discover we have to eat them," he asserted.<br />

                                                        Since starting the company with executive<br />

                                                        vice-president Jim Bohan, Thornberg has<br />

                                                        seen it grow to a staff of 14. including<br />

                                                        veteran distribution executive George Roth<br />

                                                        who is general sales manager and Norbert<br />

                                                        Meisel who heads up the foreign sales.<br />

                                                        Lone Star has accumulated its ten features<br />

                                                        for current release under a policy in<br />

                                                        which "we'll look at any film that's offered,"<br />

                                                        Thornberg said.<br />

                                                        Just about the entire staff joins in screening<br />

                                                        the offerings. They provide input on<br />

                                                        decisions to take or reject a movie.<br />

                                                        The company recently screened 33 offerings,<br />

                                                        he said, "and we picked up only<br />

                                                        one," he said. "We have to be very selective;<br />

                                                        we'll take only those that we think have a<br />

                                                        good market."<br />

                                                        The ten features include two currently in<br />

                                                        release. One is the $1.2 million "Secrets,"<br />

                                                        starring Jacqueline Bissett, Robert Powell<br />

                                                        COMING SOON...<br />

                                                        A<br />

                                                        GGER<br />

                                                        and Shirley Knight, an R-rated film which<br />

                                                        went out with 160 prints and has grossed<br />

                                                        $6 million since its release in May. The<br />

                                                        other is the $3 million "The Children of<br />

                                                        Sanchez," produced and directed by Hall<br />

                                                        Bartlett with Anthony Quinn, Dolores Del<br />

                                                        Rio, Katy Jurado and Lupita Ferrer starring.<br />

                                                        With 100 prints now playing the picture<br />

                                                        is doing "very well" in the Texas area,<br />

                                                        Thornberg said.<br />

                                                        The rest of the release schedule has one<br />

                                                        or two features going out every month<br />

                                                        through November. They are:<br />

                                                        May: "The Bandits," budgeted at $900,-<br />

                                                        000, with 55 prints, starring Robert Conrad<br />

                                                        and Jan-Michael Vincent; produced by Alfredo<br />

                                                        Zacarias who directed with Conrad.<br />

                                                        June: "The Florida Connection," budgeted<br />

                                                        at $900,000, out with 45 prints, star-<br />

                                                        bert Meisel.<br />

                                                        October: "My Boys Are Good Boys."<br />

                                                        made on a $400,000 budget and going out<br />

                                                        with 20 prints. Starring Ralph Meeker, Ida<br />

                                                        Lupino and David Doyle, the film was directed<br />

                                                        by Bethel Buckalew and produced by<br />

                                                        Colleen Meeker.<br />

                                                        November: "Games Lovers Play," budgeted<br />

                                                        at $1,400,000, with 35 prints available,<br />

                                                        stars a British cast headed by Joanna<br />

                                                        l.umley and Jeremy Lloyd.<br />

                                                        'Hair' Cast. Crew Tour<br />

                                                        NEW YORK— "Hair" producers Lester<br />

                                                        Persky and Michael Butler, director Milos<br />

                                                        Forman and members of the starring cast<br />

                                                        .ire currently making a multi-city tour keyed<br />

                                                        to local openings of the film. The film<br />

                                                        is being seen in more than 300 theatres<br />

                                                        across the country.<br />

                                                        Among the cast members on tour are<br />

                                                        stars Annie Golden, Cheryl Barnes and<br />

                                                        Dorsey Wright. Composer Gait MacDermot<br />

                                                        and screenwriter Michael Weller joined the<br />

                                                        group for the AFI benefit showing in Washington<br />

                                                        March 2.S.<br />

                                                        Health Spots Added<br />

                                                        To Feature Pictures<br />

                                                        HOLLYWOOD— Health education messages<br />

                                                        will be attached to the beginning of<br />

                                                        major feature films to call attention to a new<br />

                                                        West Coast medical referral and liaison program<br />

                                                        developed by the Will Rogers Memorial<br />

                                                        Fund and the UCLA School of Medicine.<br />

                                                        The program was worked out for the<br />

                                                        members of the entertainment and communications<br />

                                                        industries on the coast by<br />

                                                        Salah M. Hassanein. president of the Will<br />

                                                        Rogers Fund, and Dr. Sherman Mellinkoff,<br />

                                                        dean of the UCLA School of Medicine.<br />

                                                        Under the program, patients with pulmonary<br />

                                                        diseases as well as other illnesses<br />

                                                        will be referred to the medical staff of<br />

                                                        UCLA for consultation. The liaison and referral<br />

                                                        office at UCLA will be directed by<br />

                                                        Denise Richards, who will handle patient referrals<br />

                                                        and will be liaison for research and<br />

                                                        ring Dan Pastorini and June Wilkerson and<br />

                                                        health activities of the Will Rogers programs,<br />

                                                        produced by Massey Creamer.<br />

                                                        "The Comeback," made for $1,800,000,<br />

                                                        Hassanein said.<br />

                                                        The new service is another step in nationalization<br />

                                                        will go out in a test release with 75 prints<br />

                                                        with a wide release planned for October.<br />

                                                        of the Will Rogers health care<br />

                                                        Starring are Jack Jones, Pamela Stevenson<br />

                                                        and education programs, Hassanein pointed<br />

                                                        out.<br />

                                                        and David Doyle. Peter Walker produced He said Dr. Hibbard Williams, professor<br />

                                                        and directed.<br />

                                                        and chairman of the department of<br />

                                                        August: "Kill the Golden Goose."<br />

                                                        medicine at<br />

                                                        a<br />

                                                        Cornell University Medical<br />

                                                        $900,000 budget and 35<br />

                                                        Center in New York,<br />

                                                        prints for was instrumental in<br />

                                                        the first<br />

                                                        bringing<br />

                                                        run. Starring are Ed Parker and Bong Soo<br />

                                                        about the new service.<br />

                                                        Han. Produced by Patrick Strong and Working with Dean Mellinkoff and Hassanein<br />

                                                        Stephen Kim.<br />

                                                        were Martin H. Newman, executive<br />

                                                        September: "The Monkeys of Bandapur." vice-president and chief operations officer<br />

                                                        made for $1,400,000, with 50 prints available.<br />

                                                        Stars are Ana Hale and Robert Wilke<br />

                                                        of Warner Bros.; Norman Levy, president of<br />

                                                        Columbia Pictures Distribution, and Robert<br />

                                                        who produced with George W. Brooks, with<br />

                                                        Carruth C. Byrd as executive producer.<br />

                                                        Wilkinson, executive vice-president of Universal<br />

                                                        Pictures.<br />

                                                        "Love Is a Many Splendored Dream." an<br />

                                                        $800,000 item going out with 45 prints.<br />

                                                        Starring are Matt Greene, Nona Jane Lim,<br />

                                                        Xenia Loba and Steven Nicholson, produced<br />

                                                        by Nancy Kwan and directed by Nor-<br />

                                                        MGM, Chrysler Tie In<br />

                                                        To Boost The Champ'<br />

                                                        NEW YORK—MGM, United Artists and<br />

                                                        the Chrysler-Plymouth Corp. have joined<br />

                                                        promotional forces to create added interest<br />

                                                        in the national release of the new MGM<br />

                                                        motion picture, "The Champ," and Plymouth's<br />

                                                        new 1979 subcompact, the Champ.<br />

                                                        The MGM production, directed by Fr.-mco<br />

                                                        Zeffirelli and produced by Dyson Lovell,<br />

                                                        stars Jon Voight, Fayc Dunaway and introduces<br />

                                                        Ricky Schroder.<br />

                                                        MGM and UA will provide participating<br />

                                                        Chrysler-Plymouth dealerships with showloom<br />

                                                        display pieces, quantities of "The<br />

                                                        Champ" posters for give-aways, and private<br />

                                                        screenings of the picture. The dealerships<br />

                                                        will give major advertising support to this<br />

                                                        promotion via newspapers and radio.<br />

                                                        The national promotion will be coordinated<br />

                                                        between Chrysler-Plymouth's 22 zone<br />

                                                        managers throughout the United States and<br />

                                                        field<br />

                                                        representatives of UA. the distributors<br />

                                                        for the film.<br />

                                                        MGM's "The Champ" opened April 6.<br />

                                                        The Plymouth Champ is now on display in<br />

                                                        dealer showrooms.<br />
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                                                    THE PROMOTION AND MERCHANDISING<br />

                                                        GUIDE<br />

                                                        Send news of advertising campaigns and publicity to STU GOLDSTEIN, MERCHANDISING EDITOR<br />

                                                        f Charity Movie Marathon<br />

                                                        Reaps Dollars, Publicity<br />

                                                        A mammoth "Mardi-Gras Movie Marathon"<br />

                                                        was conceived by Carol Maxwell and<br />

                                                        her staff at the Odeon theatre in Prince<br />

                                                        George. B.C. This promotion might well be<br />

                                                        considered as a public service to the community,<br />

                                                        as it took first prize in the Odeon<br />

                                                        circuit's Showmanship '78 Contest.<br />

                                                        The original idea for the promotion took<br />

                                                        fire last November, with the first desire being<br />

                                                        that it be tied in with a worthy civic<br />

                                                        project. Ths idea was to run four feature<br />

                                                        films at the theatre between midnight and<br />

                                                        dawn, with all the money raised going to<br />

                                                        I he chosen charity.<br />

                                                        It was confirmed by the Odeon's Toronto<br />

                                                        head office early in January that Columbia<br />

                                                        Pictures would supply the films without<br />

                                                        cost, and these would be "Let the Good<br />

                                                        Times Roll," "Lords of Flatbush," "Watch<br />

                                                        Out, We're Mad" and "Creeping Flesh"<br />

                                                        all yet to go into general release.<br />

                                                        The Personal' Touch in Promofion<br />

                                                        Mardi-Gras Tic-In<br />

                                                        The charitable project chosen was British<br />

                                                        Columbia's annual Show of Hearts Variety<br />

                                                        Club telethon, in aid of handicapped children.<br />

                                                        The date was chosen to tie in<br />

                                                        with the city's Mardi-Gras celebration, and<br />

                                                        a week prior to the Variety telethon held<br />

                                                        in Vancouver.<br />

                                                        The line-up of donated items and services<br />

                                                        was impressive. A sign company provided<br />

                                                        silk screened posters. Harlan Fairbanks of<br />

                                                        Vancouver provided drinking cups, popcorn<br />

                                                        cups, corn syrup, and similar items, and all<br />

                                                        of the candy bar receipts were also donated.<br />

                                                        A local company printed the tickets and<br />

                                                        lucky draw tickets, without charge.<br />

                                                        More Free<br />

                                                        Publicity<br />

                                                        Plenty of free publicity was also offered.<br />

                                                        The Prince George Citizen agreed to run a<br />

                                                        full-page ad, if the theatre did the layout<br />

                                                        and supplied names of the sponsors. As a<br />

                                                        result, six local businesses took a full page,<br />

                                                        which was valued at $350.00. CJCLRadio<br />

                                                        donated 40 spots a day for five days, valued<br />

                                                        at more than $2,000. CKPG-Radio gave<br />

                                                        five spots a day for five days, which was<br />

                                                        valued at $300.00. As well, CKPF TV gave<br />

                                                        two spots a day for five days, also valued<br />

                                                        at $300.00.<br />

                                                        Employei of Camelvicw Plaza Cinema in ScollsdaJe. Ariz, demonstrate a wrestling<br />

                                                        lechniqtu to incoming customers. Manager Krista Griffin is the referee.<br />

                                                        Buena Vista's first PG rated release.<br />

                                                        "Take Down," received a special personalized<br />

                                                        promotion by theatre manager Krista<br />

                                                        Griffin at her Camelview Plaza Cinema in<br />

                                                        Scottsdale,<br />

                                                        Ariz.<br />

                                                        Giving her patrons entertainment pizazz<br />

                                                        as they entered her lobby. Griffin and her<br />

                                                        employees imitated several of the wrestling<br />

                                                        antics from the film's plot. Demonstrating<br />

                                                        headlocks and other methods of "taking<br />

                                                        down" your opponent in wrestling, the theatre<br />

                                                        staff gave movie patrons a live preview.<br />

                                                        Griffin designed athletic uniforms using<br />

                                                        the film's logo as a center of attention. The<br />

                                                        doorman dressed in a coach outfit while<br />

                                                        Griffin outfitted herself as a referee complete<br />

                                                        with whistle and rule book. The theatre<br />

                                                        staff wore these uniforms during<br />

                                                        the film's engagement.<br />

                                                        Reaching out to their potential audience.<br />

                                                        Griffin and her staff dressed in costume and<br />

                                                        distributed handbills through local merchants<br />

                                                        and seven major shopping centers.<br />

                                                        They handed out flyers to passing shoppers<br />

                                                        and placed them on parked cars. Griffin<br />

                                                        believes this promotion greatly helped the<br />

                                                        picture's playdate stating. "Quite a few patrons<br />

                                                        mentioned at the boxofficc that they<br />

                                                        came to see the movie due to a handbill<br />

                                                        give to them or left on their car."<br />

                                                        VRO' WINNERS NAMED<br />

                                                        AT PUTT WESTERN DIV.<br />

                                                        The First Annual Plitt Theatres Western<br />

                                                        division "Put the Pro in Promotion" contest<br />

                                                        was a resounding success. Nearly lOO'^ of<br />

                                                        the Western Division's managers participated<br />

                                                        during this Fall and Winter "78 seasonal<br />

                                                        contest. The objectives of the contest were<br />

                                                        to promote film product, reach new patrons,<br />

                                                        involve the individual theatre's neighboring<br />

                                                        merchants and businesses and promote staff<br />

                                                        (team) involvement.<br />

                                                        Winners were announced last month by<br />

                                                        Henry G. Plitt, president: and divisional<br />

                                                        vp, Edward M. Plitt. First prize of $500<br />

                                                        cash plus an all expense trip for two to<br />

                                                        ShoWesT '79 in Las Vegas went to Bob<br />

                                                        McKeehan (DM, San Francisco district)<br />

                                                        and Gary Warrick (manager, St. Francis<br />

                                                        (Continued on page 12)<br />
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                                                    'SUPERMAN' RAISES<br />

                                                        THE ROOF IN LOUISIANA<br />

                                                        Plitt Announces Winners<br />

                                                        Of Divisional Contest<br />

                                                        (Continued from page 1 1<br />

                                                        Tluaiic employees i;i)i !oi;ellu'i to make sure "Superman" was a success in i!s<br />

                                                        run at the Charles Cinema in Lake Charles. La. The staff sketched the picture's<br />

                                                        name on playwood letters, then painted and raised the letters to the roof. With the<br />

                                                        aid of some effective lighting, the letters could be seen for blocks.<br />

                                                        The Charles Cinema in<br />

                                                        Lake Charles. La.<br />

                                                        really tub-thumped "Superman" recently.<br />

                                                        When the theatre was properly dressed<br />

                                                        on the interior, with "coming soon" signs<br />

                                                        and one-sheets, manager Jules Courville<br />

                                                        moved on to an immediate attack of the<br />

                                                        media variety. He made contact with local<br />

                                                        newspapers concerning advertising. He implemented<br />

                                                        a new aspect to the regular ad<br />

                                                        which ran every day until the opening of<br />

                                                        the movie. The new addition was a small but<br />

                                                        highly visible rectangular ad which simply<br />

                                                        read, "Superman Starts Jan. 26 (PG)." As<br />

                                                        stated, this addition ran every day. beginning<br />

                                                        just one day following notification concerning<br />

                                                        the film.<br />

                                                        The Charles idea also included that of<br />

                                                        putting "Superman" on the theatre roof, in a<br />

                                                        very real sense. Light plywood letters, each<br />

                                                        one foot high and four feet wide, stood on<br />

                                                        the Charles Cinema roof. The letters were<br />

                                                        each painted in fire hydrant red, with a royal<br />

                                                        blue trim, and were firmly supported by<br />

                                                        2x4's and guidewires. The letters were handsketched<br />

                                                        on the plywood by theatre employee,<br />

                                                        Dwayne Courville. The remainder<br />

                                                        of the work was done by Dwayne and three<br />

                                                        other employees, Tommy Lueck, J. R.<br />

                                                        Courville. and Kevin Lyle. The letters were<br />

                                                        constructed indoors and then raised to the<br />

                                                        roof. When the support work was done the<br />

                                                        lights, which were loaned to the theatre<br />

                                                        by a local resident, were installed. The "Superman"<br />

                                                        sign was illuminated and could<br />

                                                        be seen for blocks. The sign was aimed so<br />

                                                        that it faced the street, and was also plainly<br />

                                                        visible from the shopping complex across<br />

                                                        the street from the theatre.<br />

                                                        With the sign in full bloom, the theatre<br />

                                                        turned their attention towards further media<br />

                                                        promotion. They arranged a promotion with<br />

                                                        local radio station KLOU that cost the theatre<br />

                                                        a grand total of nothing and provided<br />

                                                        a large amount of publicity generated by<br />

                                                        a major radio contest. They provided radio<br />

                                                        station KLOU v,ith fifty posters. They accepted<br />

                                                        their posters and went one step further<br />

                                                        in their contest effort. KLOU, at absolutely<br />

                                                        no expense to the theatre, had 50<br />

                                                        T-shirts bearing the SLiperman" emblem<br />

                                                        made to supplement their giveaway. Each<br />

                                                        time a shirt or poster was given away, a<br />

                                                        mention of the theatre and the fact that thev<br />

                                                        were displaying the film was made on the<br />

                                                        air. KLOU informed that by the conclusion<br />

                                                        of the contest, the theatre had received in<br />

                                                        excess of 300 free spots concerning the<br />

                                                        movie, "Superman."<br />

                                                        Merchandise Tie-in<br />

                                                        A Success at Capri<br />

                                                        The Plitt circuit's Capri Theatre used a<br />

                                                        tie-in/prize package to promote "The Lord<br />

                                                        of the Rings."<br />

                                                        Local businesses were contacted in an<br />

                                                        effort to promote merchandise tie-ins, with<br />

                                                        the following results: Dexters Donuts agreed<br />

                                                        to print up 250 coupons, to be honored<br />

                                                        at their bakery for a free ring donut. These<br />

                                                        were given to customers at the theatre<br />

                                                        door. Daily prizes included original soundtracks<br />

                                                        donated by Fantasy Films. Walden's<br />

                                                        Book Store contributed complete sets of<br />

                                                        "The Lord of the Rings" trilogy, with "The<br />

                                                        Hobbit," a prelude to the book, included<br />

                                                        in each set. In the interest of fairness, the<br />

                                                        show times at which these daily drawings<br />

                                                        were held were rotated.<br />

                                                        Rings for 'Rings'<br />

                                                        The grand prize consisted of two gold<br />

                                                        rings, valued at $400. and made especially<br />

                                                        for the promotion by Goldrush Manufacturing.<br />

                                                        The rings were kept on continual<br />

                                                        display in<br />

                                                        the boxoffice and entry forms for<br />

                                                        the grand prize drawing were made readily<br />

                                                        available to customers.<br />

                                                        Local Advertising Spots<br />

                                                        Local advertising included two daily<br />

                                                        spots on radio station KWUN, which announced<br />

                                                        the opening date of the feature,<br />

                                                        and made reference to the grand prize drawing<br />

                                                        for the two gold rings. These spots were<br />

                                                        done at no charge, in exchange for free<br />

                                                        passes to "The Lord of the Rings," which<br />

                                                        were then in turn given as prizes for their<br />

                                                        daily trivia contest. One thousand flyers,<br />

                                                        with all prize information, were distributed<br />

                                                        throughout local high schools and colleges,<br />

                                                        and were placed on cars in the parking lots<br />

                                                        ol the two major shopping centers.<br />

                                                        Theatre). Gary's winning promotion featured<br />

                                                        an outrageous and imaginative monkey<br />

                                                        beauty contest for "Every Which Way<br />

                                                        But Loose," (featured in the Jan. 22 edition<br />

                                                        of Showmandiser).<br />

                                                        Second prize ($100 cash) went to Don<br />

                                                        Dodds (manager. Cine Capri, Phoenix) for<br />

                                                        his "Battlestar Galactica" premiere promotion.<br />

                                                        Third prize ($50 cash) went to Chad<br />

                                                        Galloway (manager. University Mall Theatres,<br />

                                                        Orem) for his huge promotion of<br />

                                                        "Goin' Coconuts."<br />

                                                        A special Plitt Promoter Leadership bonus<br />

                                                        award went to district ad suf>ervisor<br />

                                                        Rick Easter.<br />

                                                        'Animal House' Sub-Run Gets<br />

                                                        First'-Run Type Exploitation<br />

                                                        In conjtmction with the engagement of<br />

                                                        "National Lampoon's Animal House" at the<br />

                                                        Meadowbrook Cinema 6 in Jackson. Miss.,<br />

                                                        manager Barry Lieberman conducted a toga<br />

                                                        party. Held at T.G.I. Friday's night club<br />

                                                        and restaurant, techniques included a "wear<br />

                                                        the best toga contest" and a jello eating contest.<br />

                                                        MCA donated 25 albums to give away,<br />

                                                        Friday's gave special prices on drinks and<br />

                                                        radio station WZZQ gave air time to publicize<br />

                                                        the party.<br />

                                                        There was a $200 cash prize for the best<br />

                                                        toga and the theatre chipped in with 1-<br />

                                                        sheets for display and passes. Over 150 people<br />

                                                        waited in line in the rain in their togas<br />

                                                        for empty space to develop inside Friday's<br />

                                                        night club, a direct result of the Meadowbrook<br />

                                                        campaign.<br />

                                                        Sioux City Touting for 'Ice<br />

                                                        Castles' Includes ice Castles<br />

                                                        Promoting a wintery film during the coldest<br />

                                                        winter on record proved successful in<br />

                                                        Sioux City, Iowa for the Plaza Theatre.<br />

                                                        Since Columbia Pictures did not lend any<br />

                                                        local radio support for their film, the Plaza<br />

                                                        arranged with KWSL 1470 Radio to launch<br />

                                                        a citywide contest which would require the<br />

                                                        people of Siouxperland to build an ice castle<br />

                                                        in their front yard.<br />

                                                        The exposure KWSL gave in hyping the<br />

                                                        contest exceeded the television buy that<br />

                                                        Columbia placed in dollar amounts. Radio<br />

                                                        announcements were run every hour, 24<br />

                                                        hours a day. A total amount of 336 spots<br />

                                                        valued at over $2000.00 were placed.<br />

                                                        . . . The<br />

                                                        Despite sub-zero temperatures, the "Ice<br />

                                                        Castles" contest turned many parts of Sioux<br />

                                                        City neighborhoods into a fantasyland. The<br />

                                                        contest earned popularity because it gave<br />

                                                        people a chance not only to compete for a<br />

                                                        valuable prize but to also have fun during<br />

                                                        an uncomfortable winter. And<br />

                                                        Plaza theatre played to capacity!<br />

                                                        The first place prize was a season pass<br />

                                                        to the Dubinsky Bros. Theatres in Sioux<br />

                                                        City. Second place honorces received a six<br />

                                                        month's pass to the theatres.<br />
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                                                        CASTING<br />

                                                        FILM PROJECTS<br />

                                                        Paramount has scheduled a start in January<br />

                                                        1980 on Popeye, starring Robin Williams<br />

                                                        of "Mork and Mindy" lame. Robert<br />

                                                        Evans will produce the comedy, based on<br />

                                                        the comic strip. Screenplay will be written<br />

                                                        by Jules Feiffer.<br />

                                                        Filming began April 2 on Avco Embas-<br />

                                                        Director William Friedkin will begin<br />

                                                        shooting in the fall in Boston on MGM's<br />

                                                        Mortal Frends, based on James Carroll's<br />

                                                        novel.<br />

                                                        Lorimar Pictures has signed producer Joe<br />

                                                        Roth to a multi-picture deal with his first<br />

                                                        project being Bad Medicine. Story is a comedy<br />

                                                        about an American student at a medical<br />

                                                        school in Guadalajara. Harvey Miller is<br />

                                                        writinig the screenplay for the $5 million<br />

                                                        project. Filming is slated for summer. His<br />

                                                        next feature will be Oh, What A Man. Story<br />

                                                        concerns the true adventures of Sonny Wisecarver,<br />

                                                        whose adventures as a 14-year old<br />

                                                        boy with older women made headlines in<br />

                                                        the 1940s. David Simons and Bob Kosberg<br />

                                                        will write the screenplay.<br />

                                                        New World Pictures will produce Neon<br />

                                                        Lights later this year. Rita Mae Brown is<br />

                                                        writing the screenplay for the contemporary<br />

                                                        drama.<br />

                                                        Steve Martin's first starring motion pictLirc.<br />

                                                        The Jerk, went before" the cameras<br />

                                                        March 19 in Los Angeles. A 12-week shooting<br />

                                                        schedule is planned. Picture will be a<br />

                                                        Universal Christmas release.<br />

                                                        Altered States, which has now been added<br />

                                                        to Warner's 1979 production schedule, went<br />

                                                        before the cameras March 23. Paddy Chayefsky<br />

                                                        adapted for the screen from his own<br />

                                                        novel. Howard Gottfried is producing.<br />

                                                        Innovision-ECA will produce Shooting<br />

                                                        Star, based on an original idea bv Pat Brad-<br />

                                                        ^ey, for Orion Pictures. John Ness will write<br />

                                                        the screenplay. Steve Rash will direct. Lensing<br />

                                                        is planned to begin next winter.<br />

                                                        Chris Mankiewicz will produce Yellow<br />

                                                        Beard, comedy-adventure about piraics on<br />

                                                        the high seas. The Warner Bros, leatuie<br />

                                                        stars Graham Chapman, a member of Britain's<br />

                                                        Monty Python group. Shooting on the<br />

                                                        $6 to $8 million film will begimi this summer.<br />

                                                        Picture will be a take-off on Robert<br />

                                                        Louis Stevenson's "Treasure Island," involving<br />

                                                        a search for treasure by a group of<br />

                                                        bumbling characters.<br />

                                                        Walt Disney Productions will begin principal<br />

                                                        photography April 22 on The Last<br />

                                                        Flight of Noah's Ark. Story concerns a B-29<br />

                                                        tana.<br />

                                                        that crash-lands on a deserted South Pacific<br />

                                                        sy's The Fog, shooting on locations in<br />

                                                        Northern California. Hal Holbrook, Ardienne<br />

                                                        Island where two Japanese sailors, stranded<br />

                                                        Barbeau and Janet Leigh head the<br />

                                                        since World War II. turn the bomber into<br />

                                                        cast. Debra Hill is producing from a screenplay<br />

                                                        a modern-day Britches. The Hemdale Films production began<br />

                                                        Noah's Ark. Elliott Gould<br />

                                                        written by John Carpenter. Also will<br />

                                                        filming<br />

                                                        cast:<br />

                                                        star as the plane's pilot, Genevieve Bujold<br />

                                                        will be a missionary and Ricky Comedian<br />

                                                        April 2.<br />

                                                        Jamie Lee Ciirits. Tom Atkins. Charles Cyphers<br />

                                                        and Nancy Loomis.<br />

                                                        der and Tammy Lauren will play stowaway<br />

                                                        Schro-<br />

                                                        Gary Mule Deer has<br />

                                                        the cast of Universal's The Jerk.<br />

                                                        joined<br />

                                                        Rastar Films will produce Somewhere in<br />

                                                        orphans.<br />

                                                        Fred Gwynne has been signed to a major<br />

                                                        Time, comedy-mystery love story. Christopher<br />

                                                        Columbia is eyeing an October shooting<br />

                                                        role iin Orion's Simon, now shooting in New<br />

                                                        Reeve start on The First Deadly Sin. York.<br />

                                                        will star. Jeannot Szwarc is<br />

                                                        Mann Rubin<br />

                                                        Bert Richard Matheson will write<br />

                                                        set to direct. will write a new script of the story about<br />

                                                        Convy has been signed to co-star<br />

                                                        the screenplay from his own novel. Stephen<br />

                                                        Ritter and Anne Archer<br />

                                                        Deutsch, former senior vice president for<br />

                                                        tracking down a psychotic killer.<br />

                                                        Captain Avenger.<br />

                                                        a New York cop who becomes obsessed with<br />

                                                        with<br />

                                                        MGM's<br />

                                                        John in<br />

                                                        Rastar, will produce.<br />

                                                        First Timers, dealing with the high school<br />

                                                        Yaphet Kotto has been signed for the<br />

                                                        Writer-director Joseph scene in 1965, will be made as a co-production<br />

                                                        role of Dickie Coombes in 20th-Fox's Brubaker.<br />

                                                        L. Mankiewicz<br />

                                                        of Seymour Borde & Associates of Los<br />

                                                        The Ted Mann-Ron Silverman Pro-<br />

                                                        will make Madonna Red, starring Paul<br />

                                                        Newman, for Columbia Pictures. Newman<br />

                                                        will portray a priest the<br />

                                                        Angeles<br />

                                                        of New<br />

                                                        and<br />

                                                        York.<br />

                                                        Chuck<br />

                                                        Principal<br />

                                                        Vincent Productions<br />

                                                        duction goes before the cameras April 9.<br />

                                                        Robert Redford is toplined in the title role.<br />

                                                        in story about an<br />

                                                        IRA assassiniatiom. John Foreman will produce.<br />

                                                        scheduled to begin<br />

                                                        photography<br />

                                                        October<br />

                                                        is<br />

                                                        Red Buttons will<br />

                                                        Original<br />

                                                        join Paul Newman, Jacqueline<br />

                                                        Bisset and William Holden screenplay is by Paul J. Ross.<br />

                                                        for a<br />
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                                                        The Evictors, suspense-terror drama,<br />

                                                        went into release March 30 with 250 prints<br />

                                                        in Canada and southern U.S. areas. Charles<br />

                                                        B. Pierce directed the feature. Vic Morrow,<br />

                                                        Michael Parks. Jessica Harper and Sue Ann<br />

                                                        Langdon star. American Intermational has<br />

                                                        acquired the picture for worldwide distribution.<br />

                                                        Shooting will<br />

                                                        begin April 9 on Cattle Annie<br />

                                                        and Little Britches. Lamont Johnson is<br />

                                                        directing. Burt Lancaster and John' Savage<br />

                                                        star. Also cast are Amanda Plummer and<br />

                                                        Diane Lane.<br />

                                                        I<br />

                                                        ACQUISITIONS<br />

                                                        NMD Film Distributing Corp.: Worldwide<br />

                                                        distribution rights to'Smokey and the<br />

                                                        Hotwire Gang, action drama about a youthful<br />

                                                        criminal band. American premiere in<br />

                                                        Chariotte. N.C. is set for May 18. A 75-<br />

                                                        theatre break in Atlanta follows on June 15.<br />

                                                        Golden State Productioms: Savage Roots.<br />

                                                        Production is set for May 1<br />

                                                        Ramridge Productions: Westport, Conn.<br />

                                                        Production will start in summer.<br />

                                                        Manson International: International distribution<br />

                                                        rights of H.O.T.S. Story is a comedy<br />

                                                        about the misadventures of a group of<br />

                                                        female students who turn a university campus<br />

                                                        upside down.<br />

                                                        Wade Williams: Rights to the 1959 horror<br />

                                                        film. The Hideous Sun Demon. Picture<br />

                                                        will be made available in 16mm and 35mm.<br />

                                                        I<br />

                                                        Ruth Gordon has a starring role in Scavenger<br />

                                                        Hunt, a Melvin Simon production.<br />

                                                        Shooting began April 2.<br />

                                                        Claire Bloom has been cast in MGM's<br />

                                                        Oash of the Titans, a UA release.<br />

                                                        Brad Dourif. Jeff Bridges and Isabellc<br />

                                                        Huppert have joined the cast of Michael<br />

                                                        Cimino's Heaven's Gate. UA's feature is<br />

                                                        set to shoot April 16 on locations in Massachusetts.<br />

                                                        Rhode Island. Idaho and Mon-<br />

                                                        Steven Ford, son of former President<br />

                                                        Gerald Ford, will debut in films playing a<br />

                                                        deputy marshall in Cattle Annie and Little<br />

                                                        starring role in Irwin Allen's production of<br />

                                                        The Day the World Ended. Buttons portrays<br />

                                                        am' embezzler pursued to a South Seas<br />

                                                        Island by a New York policeman.<br />

                                                        TECHNICAL<br />

                                                        ASSIGNMENTS<br />

                                                        American Cinema Productions has signed<br />

                                                        Alan Trustman to write the screenplay for<br />

                                                        The Osterman Weekend. Paul Aaron will<br />

                                                        direct. Marc Zavat and Larry Jones will<br />

                                                        produce.<br />

                                                        Roger M. Rothstein has been set as associate<br />

                                                        producer and production manager on<br />

                                                        MGM's Captain Avenger. Filming is under<br />

                                                        way in New York.<br />

                                                        Dan Rissner will produce and Tom Mankiewicz<br />

                                                        will direct and adapt for the screen<br />

                                                        the soon-to-be-published novel. Rainbow.<br />

                                                        Peter Stone will write the screenplav for<br />

                                                        The Wanting of Levine. Walter Matthau<br />

                                                        will star. Filming is planned for late this<br />

                                                        year.<br />

                                                        Peter J. Helm will do special aerial photography<br />

                                                        for stimt flying sequences in<br />

                                                        Strong Together. Harry Hope will produce.<br />

                                                        Producer Brad Marks has signed Rav<br />

                                                        Ellis to score Champagne Tony.^^based on<br />

                                                        the life of golf star Tony Lema."<br />

                                                        David Peoples will edit The Last Resort.<br />

                                                        The Butterflies Ltd. production is now<br />

                                                        shooting in Key West. Fla.<br />
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                                                        movie.<br />

                                                        Look-Alike 'Innocent'<br />

                                                        Ad Prompts Lawsuit<br />

                                                        BOSTON — "Imitation is the sincercst<br />

                                                        form of flattery, but this is going too far,"<br />

                                                        says Paul Cohen of Analysis Film Releasing<br />

                                                        Corp., distributor of "The Innocent," the<br />

                                                        final film of the late Luchino Visconti.<br />

                                                        The newly adopted ad layouts for "Wifemistress"<br />

                                                        are now featuring an art rendering<br />

                                                        which Analysis claims is "unfairly close"<br />

                                                        10 the now-famous clinch scene photograph<br />

                                                        selected from "The Innocent" for its suceossfiil<br />

                                                        New York advertising campaign.<br />

                                                        Ihat photograph has become the hallmark<br />

                                                        of "The Innocent" and its advertising.<br />

                                                        The Innocent" has received wide acclaim<br />

                                                        in<br />

                                                        this country and has been called a classic.<br />

                                                        For its first eight weeks of release, it holds<br />

                                                        the all-time boxoffice record for a foreign<br />

                                                        film in New York.<br />

                                                        The distributor of "The Innocent" fears<br />

                                                        that the public may be confused between the<br />

                                                        two motion pictures because of the newly<br />

                                                        created similarity of the "Wifemistress" ads<br />

                                                        to the well-established advertising program<br />

                                                        tor "The Innocent."<br />

                                                        The attorneys for Analysis Films have<br />

                                                        notified Quartet Films of New York and<br />

                                                        Sack Theatres, the distributor and Boston<br />

                                                        exhibitor of "Wifemistress," to cease and<br />

                                                        the use of the new advertising format<br />

                                                        desist<br />

                                                        and artwork.<br />

                                                        "Our attorneys, Mintz, Levin, Cohn,<br />

                                                        Glovsky and Papeo. are filing suit in Boston<br />

                                                        this week," said Robert Kaplan of Analysis<br />

                                                        "if our demands are ignored. This type<br />

                                                        of practice has no place in the motion picture<br />

                                                        industry."<br />

                                                        CLEVELAND<br />

                                                        Qordon Bugie, Avco Embassy branch manager,<br />

                                                        tradescreened "Old Boyfriends"<br />

                                                        at the Brainard screening room March 28.<br />

                                                        "Buck Rogers in the 25th Century" began<br />

                                                        its Cleveland release March 30 at five<br />

                                                        theatres and April 6 at five drive-ins.<br />

                                                        I niversal's<br />

                                                        '1 .It five Cleveland theatres.<br />

                                                        "The Promise" opened April<br />

                                                        WZZP-FM held a promotional screening<br />

                                                        of "Hair" at the Brookgatc Movies March<br />

                                                        29. The station gave away 100 passes and<br />

                                                        100 soundtrack albums.<br />

                                                        Thomas Mihok, United Artists branch<br />

                                                        manager, just returned from a sales seminar<br />

                                                        in Florida. Tom is most enthusiastic about<br />

                                                        the coming product, especially the new presentation<br />

                                                        of "Fiddler on the Roof." It will be<br />

                                                        tradescreened in the near future at the Great<br />

                                                        Northern Theatre which has Dolby soimd.<br />

                                                        Excerpts by critics: "Fast Break," by<br />

                                                        Tony Mastroiani, Cleveland Press: "Kaplan,<br />

                                                        isn't too different from his 'Welcome Back,<br />

                                                        Kotter' role or his comic routines in this<br />

                                                        It's a little bit of 'The Bad News<br />

                                                        Bears' grown up and in a different sport.<br />

                                                        It's aJl very pleasant but not very vital."<br />

                                                        Peter Bellamy of the Plain Dealer: " 'Fast<br />

                                                        Break' is an amusing sleeper. It's completely<br />

                                                        escapist entertainment that all of us need<br />

                                                        oflcc in a while. I'm stiJl chuckling."<br />

                                                        COLUMBUS<br />

                                                        J^<br />

                                                        portion of the Athens International Film<br />

                                                        Festival will focus on special effect.s<br />

                                                        the Cinema of Illusion. Robert Blalack, one<br />

                                                        of the special effects artists who won an<br />

                                                        Academy award for his work on "Star<br />

                                                        Wars," will attend the event, which will<br />

                                                        take place April 20-22 during the festival's<br />

                                                        initial weekend.<br />

                                                        Raintree Cinemas are once again alive<br />

                                                        and well. "So far we have not been disappointed,"<br />

                                                        manager Steve Prince said, noting<br />

                                                        that coinisidering there are 53 other screens<br />

                                                        operating in the Columbus area Raintree<br />

                                                        is faring "very well."<br />

                                                        In fact, against major chain competition,<br />

                                                        Raintree produced the city's second-highest<br />

                                                        gross on "Halloween," which was playing<br />

                                                        also at five other houses.<br />

                                                        A group of Ohio teenagers has produced<br />

                                                        a feature length martial arts picture, "The<br />

                                                        Fire-Breathing Dragon." The enitire cast and<br />

                                                        crew consisted of individuals 18 years of<br />

                                                        age or younger. The 100-minute film is in<br />

                                                        color and boasts an original musical score.<br />

                                                        VERMONT<br />

                                                        ^ spokesman for Rutland's five cinemas<br />

                                                        indicated at Boxoffice presstime that<br />

                                                        Paramount's "The Warriors" would not be<br />

                                                        booked into Vermont's second largest city.<br />

                                                        The spokesman said the decision not to<br />

                                                        schedule the motion picture followed complaints<br />

                                                        from residents and a personal call<br />

                                                        from Mayor Gilbert Godnick.<br />

                                                        Meanwhile, Merrill G. Jarvis, major<br />

                                                        northern Vermont independent exhibitor,<br />

                                                        said that he had tentatively booked the<br />

                                                        film<br />

                                                        for the Flynn Theatre, Burlington, starting<br />

                                                        May 2. Jarvis, president of Merrill Theatre<br />

                                                        Corp., said he had no plans to ban the film<br />

                                                        but would try "to find out if the violence<br />

                                                        was related to the movie or just a coincidence.<br />

                                                        If we find it's a real problem, we<br />

                                                        won't bring it in."<br />

                                                        Merrill G. Jarvis slotted Vermont premiere<br />

                                                        of Columbia's "The China Syndrome"<br />

                                                        into the Merrill's Showcase 3, South Burlington.<br />

                                                        SBC Circuit hosted Green Mountain<br />

                                                        state Dcws of New World Pictures'<br />

                                                        "Autumn Sonata" and 20th-Fox's "Quintet,"<br />

                                                        in auditoriums one and two, respectively,<br />

                                                        of the company's Burlington Plaza 2.<br />

                                                        Continuing titles on Vermont marquees:<br />

                                                        Warner Bros.' "Superman," "Every Which<br />

                                                        Way But Loose" and "Agatha"; Universal's<br />

                                                        "The Brink's Job"; Paramount's reprise of<br />

                                                        "Up in Smoke" and "Heaven Can Wait."<br />

                                                        States-rights' "The Grateful Dead" was<br />

                                                        shown under student association sponsorship<br />

                                                        at the University of Vermont's Angell<br />

                                                        Hall.<br />

                                                        Town Pressures Exhib<br />

                                                        To Cancel 'Warriors'<br />

                                                        AVERY MASON<br />

                                                        By<br />

                                                        Special Correspondent<br />

                                                        BOSTON — Protests about The Warriors"<br />

                                                        still continue in Massachusetts and<br />

                                                        throughout New England. The public hearing<br />

                                                        on the matter at the State House in Boston<br />

                                                        at which NATO president A. Alan<br />

                                                        Friedberg, also president of Sack Theatres<br />

                                                        and TONE, defended his right to "show<br />

                                                        anything," did not arrive at any conclusion,<br />

                                                        but it<br />

                                                        did precipitate pressure from town officials<br />

                                                        in smaller Massachusetts cities to exhibitors<br />

                                                        to drop the film.<br />

                                                        "Warriors" was canceled voluntarily by<br />

                                                        the exhibitors of Billerica Mall Cinemas and<br />

                                                        Route 3 cinemas in Chelmsford, after<br />

                                                        Billerica selectmen voted to ban it. The<br />

                                                        Chelmsford board issued a strongly worded<br />

                                                        request to drop the picture.<br />

                                                        "There was rowdyism and a lot<br />

                                                        of shouting<br />

                                                        by groups of young people coming out<br />

                                                        of the theatre, and parents complained to<br />

                                                        us," said Chelmsford police chief James<br />

                                                        Greska. "People were concerned when they<br />

                                                        read about the killing and beatings after the<br />

                                                        movie showed in other towns."<br />

                                                        "Shutting down the movie would have<br />

                                                        been a violation of the First Amendment."<br />

                                                        he said, "but I don't think the film does anybody<br />

                                                        any good. We get along very well with<br />

                                                        the theatre owners, and they went along<br />

                                                        with the town decision after police reported<br />

                                                        the complaints. If it became an issue of<br />

                                                        lawyers and court cases, it would have been<br />

                                                        another matter," said Harold Ralston, executive<br />

                                                        secretary, Billerica Town Board.<br />

                                                        "Fortunately we were able to settle things<br />

                                                        over the phone. The Billerica board had<br />

                                                        never issued a film ban before."<br />

                                                        The theatre owners said they responded<br />

                                                        to maintain good community relations, not<br />

                                                        because the film was unpopular. In fact,<br />

                                                        officials of the said, exhibitors the Chelmsford<br />

                                                        showing still drew full houses until it<br />

                                                        was withdrawn March 21. after a full week.<br />

                                                        NEW BRITAIN<br />

                                                        f^entral Connecticut's largest alternoon<br />

                                                        daily carried a review criticizing the<br />

                                                        advertising approach for Columbia's "The<br />

                                                        China Syndrome." The Herald's critic commented:<br />

                                                        "Once word gets around that "The<br />

                                                        China Syndrome' is an intelKgent, thoroughly<br />

                                                        engrossing thriller, people will probably<br />

                                                        go to see it despite a silly advertising campaign<br />

                                                        that has turned some movie-goers<br />

                                                        right off.<br />

                                                        "While the ads are pure melodrama, there<br />

                                                        is nothing melodramatic about 'The China<br />

                                                        Syndrome.' "<br />

                                                        Bob Thomas, Associated Press Hollywood<br />

                                                        columnist, said that Paramount's<br />

                                                        "Real Life" can be enjoyed on nvo levels:<br />

                                                        "As a frequently hilarious comedy and as<br />

                                                        a social document about the media gone<br />

                                                        mad."<br />
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                                                    New York<br />

                                                        All About Gloria Leonard (Evart).<br />

                                                        FIRST RUN REPORT<br />

                                                        1 2th wk.<br />

                                                        Eastworld (avg. $6300) $ 5.000<br />

                                                        World (8.000) 9.150<br />

                                                        The Bell Jar (Avco). Cinema 1 (10.400).<br />

                                                        2nd wk 11.340<br />

                                                        The China Syndrome (Col). 2nd wk..<br />

                                                        showcase (65 screens) 800.000<br />

                                                        The Deer Hunter (Univ). Coronet<br />

                                                        (9.650). 8th wk 38.800<br />

                                                        The French Detective (Quartet).<br />

                                                        68th Street Playhouse. 3rd wk.<br />

                                                        Get Out Your Handkerchiefs<br />

                                                        (New Line). Paris (9.000). 5th wk. 17.820<br />

                                                        Hair (UA). Ziegteld (19.000),<br />

                                                        3rd wk 93.895<br />

                                                        The Innocent (Analysis). Plaza (8.400).<br />

                                                        7th wk 21.900<br />

                                                        Cinema. (5.000). 5th wk 12,265<br />

                                                        Old Boyfriends (Avco), 5 screens,<br />

                                                        2nd wk 100,000<br />

                                                        Picnic at Hanging Rock (Atlantic),<br />

                                                        Little Carnegie (7,500), 5th wk.. . 1 1.200<br />

                                                        The Promise (Univ), Radio City Music<br />

                                                        Hall (156,000), 4th wk 300,000<br />

                                                        Real Life (Para), Cinema 2 (6,000),<br />

                                                        4th wk 11.375<br />

                                                        Remember My Name (Lagoon),<br />

                                                        Cinema Studio I (5,000), 3rd wk. 7,500<br />

                                                        Richard Pryor—Live in Concert (SEE).<br />

                                                        Showcase III. 2ind wk<br />

                                                        Baltimore<br />

                                                        Same Time, Next Year (Univ),<br />

                                                        Agatha (WB), Liberty II, 4th wk 10 Showcase V. 7th wk<br />

                                                        The Bell Jar (Avco), Westview IV,<br />

                                                        wk<br />

                                                        The Warriors (Para), Showcase IV.<br />

                                                        1st 50 6th wk<br />

                                                        The China Syndrome (Col), Westview<br />

                                                        wk I, Glen Burnie Mall, 3rd 160<br />

                                                        The Deer Hunter (Univ), Towson,<br />

                                                        Buffalo<br />

                                                        6th wk 300 Agatha (WB), 2 theatres, 2nd wk<br />

                                                        Fast Break (Col). Westview II,<br />

                                                        The Brink's Job (Univ), 1 theatre.<br />

                                                        5th wk 60 4th wk<br />

                                                        Get Out Your Handkerchiefs (Key),<br />

                                                        The Deer Hunter (Univ). 1 theatre.<br />

                                                        Playhouse, 2nd wk 200 4th wk<br />

                                                        The Great Train Robbery (UA),<br />

                                                        Halloween (Compass). 1 theatre,<br />

                                                        Cinema II, 9th wk 130 7 th wk<br />

                                                        Hair (UA), Cinema I, 1st wk. 100 .(3 days)<br />

                                                        Murder by Decree (Avco), Liberty I,<br />

                                                        Hardcore (Col), 3 theatres, 3rd wk<br />

                                                        Murder by Decree (Avco), 2 theatres,<br />

                                                        1st wk 110 3rd wk<br />

                                                        Norma Rae (20th-Fox), Westview III, Norma Rae (20th-Fox), 2 theatres,<br />

                                                        2nd wk 100 wk<br />

                                                        1st<br />

                                                        The North Avenue Irregulars (BV).<br />

                                                        Hartford<br />

                                                        3 theatres, 15th wk<br />

                                                        Richard Pryor—Live in Concert (SEE),<br />

                                                        Agatha (WB), Cinema I and<br />

                                                        1 theatre, 3rd wk<br />

                                                        Weslfarms II, 4th wk 90 The Psychic (Group One), 2 theatres,<br />

                                                        Avaianche (NWP), 3 theatres, 1st wk. 225 1st wk<br />

                                                        The Brink's Job (Univ), Showcase IV,<br />

                                                        wk<br />

                                                        Same Time, Next Year (Univ),<br />

                                                        wk<br />

                                                        6th 90 2 theatres, 6th<br />

                                                        The CI ina Syndrome (Col), 3 theatres, The Warriors (Para), 1 theatre, 6th wk.<br />

                                                        2nd wk 215<br />

                                                        Days of Heaven (Para), Cinema City I,<br />

                                                        5th wk 60<br />

                                                        The Deer Hunter (Univ), Showcase I,<br />

                                                        3rd wk 450<br />

                                                        Fa.st Break (Co) ), 3 theatres, 4th wk. ... 11<br />

                                                        Get Out Your Handkerchiefs (New Line),<br />

                                                        Atheneum Cinema, 4th wk 50<br />

                                                        Ihe (;rual I rain Robbers (l A).<br />

                                                        Cinema Cay ill. Elm 11. 7lh wk 135<br />

                                                        Halloween (Compass), Showcase II,<br />

                                                        2nd wk 300<br />

                                                        The Image .250<br />

                                                        (SR). Art Cinema, 1st wk. .<br />

                                                        The Last Wave (World Northal).<br />

                                                        Avon Twin II. Cinema City IV.<br />

                                                        1st wk 200<br />

                                                        Norma Rae (20th-Fox). Cinema City II.<br />

                                                        Elm I. 1st wk 225<br />

                                                        The North Avenue Irregulars (BV).<br />

                                                        UA East II. 6th wk 50<br />

                                                        Same Time, Next Year (Univ),<br />

                                                        Showcase V, 7th wk 75<br />

                                                        Superman (WB). Showcase VI.<br />

                                                        1 5th wk 1 65<br />

                                                        The Warriors (Para). Showcase II.<br />

                                                        6th wk 215<br />

                                                        New Haven<br />

                                                        Bread and Chocolate (World Northal).<br />

                                                        York Square Cinema. 2nd wk<br />

                                                        The China Syndrome (Col), Cinemart I.<br />

                                                        Milford I. 3nd wk<br />

                                                        The Deer Hunter (Univ), Showcase II,<br />

                                                        3rd wk<br />

                                                        Fast Break (Col), Cinemart II and<br />

                                                        Milford II, 4th wk<br />

                                                        The North Avenue Irregulars (BV).<br />

                                                        Cine I. 6th wk<br />

                                                        "Health" began filming Feb. 20 in St.<br />

                                                        Petersburg Beach. Fla., with Robert Altman<br />

                                                        directing a cast which includes Lauren<br />

                                                        Bacall, Carol Burnett, James Garner, Glenda<br />

                                                        Jackson. Paul Dooley. Henry Gibson.<br />

                                                        Dick Cavett, Donald Moffat and Diane<br />

                                                        Stillwell.<br />

                                                        BUFFALO<br />

                                                        gill Gilliland, in charge of operations at<br />

                                                        the Xana theatres, has moved his office<br />

                                                        to the Dipson Theatres office, PC Box<br />

                                                        579, Batavia. N. ¥., phone (7160) 343-2700.<br />

                                                        Como 8 Theatres set company records<br />

                                                        for a one-day total (Dec. 30) and for total<br />

                                                        j<br />

                                                        revenue during the Christmas holiday period.<br />

                                                        Buffalo ri-altor Edward L. Hengerer Jr.<br />

                                                        has proposed a plan for conversion of the<br />

                                                        former Paramount Theatre at 610 Main<br />

                                                        Street into an 84-room hotel. A member of<br />

                                                        the newly formed Entertainment District<br />

                                                        Corp., Hengerer is also active in Shea's<br />

                                                        Buffalo Theatre. The Paramount Theatre<br />

                                                        closed Feb. 12. 1965 and has been boarded<br />

                                                        up since.<br />

                                                        "Hardware Wars," a spoof on "Star<br />

                                                        Wars" using household appliances instead<br />

                                                        of spacecraft and rockets, is a 14-minute<br />

                                                        featurette which was added to the revival<br />

                                                        run of "The Thief of Bagdahd" at the<br />

                                                        Rivoli Theatre.<br />

                                                        Proposed fund-raising activities for the<br />

                                                        year were discussed at a meeting of Variety<br />

                                                        Club Women of Tent 7 March 24.<br />

                                                        The Kensington Theatre reopened April<br />

                                                        1 as the Oscar Micheaux Theatre, with a<br />

                                                        double bill of films by its namesake, an independent<br />

                                                        black film artist working in Harlem<br />

                                                        during the 1930s.<br />

                                                        Films programmed for the first weeks<br />

                                                        include "Raisin in the Sun," "Carmen<br />

                                                        Jones," "Stormy Weather" and "St. Louis<br />

                                                        Blues." The theatre project is supported by<br />

                                                        grants from the National Endowment for<br />

                                                        the Arts and the state Arts Council.<br />

                                                        A general meeting of the members of<br />

                                                        Variety Club of Buffalo, Tent 7 was held<br />

                                                        April 9.<br />

                                                        Chief barker Ed Pantano of Variety Tent<br />

                                                        7 has named Joe Crimi as chairman of the<br />

                                                        Variety Man of the Year dinner April 28.<br />

                                                        South Park Associates has announced<br />

                                                        it will develop a shopping center at the<br />

                                                        site of the former Star Drive-In on Lake<br />

                                                        Avenue, Blasdell.<br />

                                                        Holiday City took a full-page color ad<br />

                                                        in a special supplement of the Buffalo Evening<br />

                                                        News March 29. advertising the six }<br />

                                                        Holiday theatres, their Aerohead Inn and<br />

                                                        J<br />

                                                        iheir Showcase Restaurant, all under the<br />

                                                        heading: "Tonight . . . Visit Holiday City."<br />

                                                        "Old Boyfriends," from Avco Embassy,<br />

                                                        was screened March 29 at the Granada<br />

                                                        Theatre. John Belushi and former Buffalonian<br />

                                                        Talia Shire are starred.<br />

                                                        "Hair" (United Artists) was given a special<br />

                                                        .screening for Radio Station WKBW<br />

                                                        listeners March 27 at the Amherst Theatre.<br />

                                                        The Towne Theatre started a first-run<br />

                                                        policy March 28 with the showing of<br />

                                                        "Hair." in conjunction with the Amherst<br />

                                                        and Como theatres.<br />
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                                                        O' D BOYFRIENDS," an Avco Embassy<br />

                                                        release now at the Sutton Theatre, was<br />

                                                        the subject of an after theatre party held<br />

                                                        March 12 at P. J. Clarke's in Macy's cellar,<br />

                                                        following a special benefit preview. Director<br />

                                                        Joan Tewkesbury was on hand with stars<br />

                                                        Talia Shire and Richard Jordan, as well as<br />

                                                        Jordan's daughter Nina, who appears in the<br />

                                                        film. Proceeds of the benefit are earmarked<br />

                                                        for the City University Graduate School<br />

                                                        Scholarship Fund.<br />

                                                        •<br />

                                                        The Motion Picture Bookers Cliih held a<br />

                                                        luncheon at Rosoff's April 5 to honor Etiie<br />

                                                        Rillerman. who is retiring as a booker with<br />

                                                        W arner Bros.<br />

                                                        •<br />

                                                        "Willie & Phil," a new romantic comedydrama,<br />

                                                        will begin filming here May 17. Paul<br />

                                                        Mazursky and Tony Ray will produce for<br />

                                                        2()th Century-Fox, with Mazursky directing<br />

                                                        from his own screenplay. Starring will be<br />

                                                        John Heard, Ray Sharkey and Margot Kidder.<br />

                                                        Additional filming will take place in<br />

                                                        Los .Angeles and India.<br />

                                                        •<br />

                                                        Robert Altman's "A Perfect Couple." romantic<br />

                                                        comedy combining rock and classical<br />

                                                        nuisic. opened April 6 at the Beekman. Paramount,<br />

                                                        Gramercy and metropolitan area<br />

                                                        houses, following a seven-house preview<br />

                                                        March 30 at seven theatres. Altman ami<br />

                                                        Allan Nicholls wrote the film, which Altman<br />

                                                        produced and directed as a Lion's Gate<br />

                                                        Film for 20th Century-Fox. Paul Dooley.<br />

                                                        Maria Heflin and a new group called Keepin'<br />

                                                        Em Off the Streets are featured and or<br />

                                                        starred.<br />

                                                        •<br />

                                                        World Northal Films will world premiere<br />

                                                        "The American Game" at Cinema II April<br />

                                                        29. Selected to be shown at the USA Film<br />

                                                        Festival in Dallas, the film was produced<br />

                                                        by Anthony Jones and written and directed<br />

                                                        by Jay Freund and David Wolf. It was<br />

                                                        filmed throughout the U.S. and features two<br />

                                                        17-year-old athletes, Brian Walker of Lebanon,<br />

                                                        Ind. and Stretch Graham from a<br />

                                                        Brooklyn ghetto.<br />

                                                        •<br />

                                                        Walt Disney Productions' "The North<br />

                                                        Avenue Irregulars" is set to open April<br />

                                                        I.) at some 50 theatres in the Greater New<br />

                                                        York area, marking the local debut of the<br />

                                                        Buena Vista comedy. The stars include Susan<br />

                                                        Clark, Claris Leachman, Barbara Harris.<br />

                                                        Edward Herrmann, Karen Valentine. Patsy<br />

                                                        Kelly and Michael Constantine.<br />

                                                        week shooting schedule in New York and<br />

                                                        Los Angeles, has announced final casting.<br />

                                                        A Crossbow Production for 20th Century-<br />

                                                        Fo.x. it will mark the directorial debut of<br />

                                                        Anne Bancroft, as based on her own screenplay.<br />

                                                        Stuart Cornfeld will produce, the cast<br />

                                                        to be headed by Bancroft. Dom DeLuise.<br />

                                                        Candy Azzara, Ron Carey, Sal Viscuso,<br />

                                                        Robert Costanzo. Paul Zegler, Michael<br />

                                                        Lombard. Renata Vann. Delia Salvi. David<br />

                                                        Comfort. Natasha Ryan, Peggy Mondo,<br />

                                                        Eslelle Reiner. Argentina Brunetti, Father<br />

                                                        Bob Curtis, Arnold Soboloff. Dick Balduzzi.<br />

                                                        Ralph Manza. Rudy DeLuca. Marilyn Coleman.<br />

                                                        Chao-Li Chi. Andy Lanihros. Art Kassul,<br />

                                                        Lisa Raven, Merie Earle, Marshall<br />

                                                        Efron and Carol Arthur Hatter is Mrs. De-<br />

                                                        Luise).<br />

                                                        NEW HAVEN<br />

                                                        The ambitious plans to turn the Strand Theatre,<br />

                                                        Hamden. into a "live" entertainment<br />

                                                        center fizzled out. Spokesman Luke<br />

                                                        Luchetti explained, "We simply ran out of<br />

                                                        money." He cited bad weather and a continuing<br />

                                                        lack of ticket sales.<br />

                                                        Columbia's "The China Syndrome" was<br />

                                                        labeled "a bold position paper which over-<br />

                                                        (Continued on page E-4)<br />

                                                        Of<br />

                                                        NEW ENGLAND<br />

                                                        * * * ANNUAL MEETING * * *<br />

                                                        Tuesday — April 24, 1979 — 10:00 A.M.<br />

                                                        at<br />

                                                        CINEMA-BROOKLINE, Hearthstone Plaza<br />

                                                        111 Washington St. (Rte. 9—Brookline-Boston Line)<br />

                                                        A Presentation of the Various Membership Plans<br />

                                                        T O F C O<br />

                                                        (THEATRE OWNERS' FILM COOPERATIVE)<br />

                                                        -by TOM PATTERSON. PRESIDENT. Natl NITE-<br />

                                                        All Exhibitors, Buyers, Interested Parties cordially invited!— Learn How YOU<br />

                                                        can obtain TOP-QUALITY FILMS at SCALE TERMS, FIRST RUN without<br />

                                                        GUARANTEES through TOFCO's Canadian Investor-Financed Multi-Million<br />

                                                        Dollar Film Cooperative Program! —<br />

                                                        For Further Information Call:<br />

                                                        Reservations Required! •<br />

                                                        , v ((413)527-9693<br />

                                                        ti i<br />

                                                        '°°" ^amilkoski<br />

                                                        Noon Luncheon: $10.00<br />

                                                        ,<br />

                                                        (4^3) 527.2346<br />

                                                        Edie Scott (617) 749-7963<br />

                                                        Madeline Kahn has been signed for a starring<br />

                                                        role opposite Alan Arkin in "Simon,"<br />

                                                        la contemporary comedy for Orion Pictures<br />

                                                        release through Warner Bros., which is filmling<br />

                                                        here. Marshall Brickman is directing the<br />

                                                        Martin Bregman production, from an original<br />

                                                        screenplay by Brickman. Louis A. Stroller<br />

                                                        is executive producer. Others in the cast<br />

                                                        are Austin Pendleton, Carleton Carpenter,<br />

                                                        Adolph Green, David Susskind, Judy Graubart<br />

                                                        and Fred Gwynne.<br />

                                                        •<br />

                                                        "Fatso," to begin filming on an eighl-<br />

                                                        Please Reserve Luncheons For April 24th.<br />

                                                        Company ..<br />

                                                        Address<br />

                                                        City<br />

                                                        Stote<br />

                                                        Zip<br />

                                                        Telephone<br />

                                                        Check Enclosed<br />

                                                        Bill me later Send more information<br />

                                                        Mail to: Nite of New England, 188 Whiting Street, Hingham, MA. 02043<br />
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                                                        looks, the broad resources of its leading actors,"<br />

                                                        by Bob Eimicke. New Haven Register.<br />

                                                        The same critic, reviewing Columbia's<br />

                                                        'Fastbreak." commented: " 'Fastbreak' is<br />

                                                        ajnother scam by moviedom to take advantage<br />

                                                        of the swelling popularity of a TV superhero<br />

                                                        . . . Kaplan nms above the material<br />

                                                        like a comic told to warm up a tipsy house<br />

                                                        for the boffo headliner."<br />

                                                        The Redstone circuit resumed the Sunday<br />

                                                        Flea Market Swap 'n Shop policy at<br />

                                                        the Milford Drive-In for the warmer<br />

                                                        months. Run-of-paper and on-screen promotions<br />

                                                        are being used.<br />

                                                        Connecticut's capitol city will get its first<br />

                                                        downtown cinema construction in decades.<br />

                                                        The Redevelopment Agency has disclosed<br />

                                                        "unanimous endorsement" of plans by former<br />

                                                        State Rep. Clyde M. Billimgton and developer<br />

                                                        Allan Schaefer. Consruction will include<br />

                                                        a two-level facility to include a cinema<br />

                                                        quad. 18 racketball courts, plus retail/<br />

                                                        office space atop the mimicipal garage at<br />

                                                        Church and Main streets.<br />

                                                        Connecticut Assn. of Theatre Owners<br />

                                                        president Sylvia Stiebcr, back from the<br />

                                                        NATO board meeting in Scottsdale, Ariz.,<br />

                                                        told BoxoFFiCE that the sessions indicated<br />

                                                        "continuing awareness, rapport, in the exhibition<br />

                                                        ranks on key factors." Mrs. Stieber,<br />

                                                        who operates the Avon Twin cinemas, said<br />

                                                        that "state, regional borders are not as important<br />

                                                        as the overall, overriding problems<br />

                                                        confronting exhibition. Sessions such as<br />

                                                        those in Arizona emphasize the need for<br />

                                                        exhibition, more than ever, to close ranks<br />

                                                        and present a united front."<br />

                                                        BOSTON<br />

                                                        JJay Callier, proprietor of the Empire Theatre,<br />

                                                        Lewiston, Maine, was winding up<br />

                                                        The Opera House, Newport, R.I., has<br />

                                                        been converted to a "piggy-back" twin cinema.<br />

                                                        The Orton Cinema Service & Supply<br />

                                                        Co. is installing new equipment in both<br />

                                                        projection booths, under the direction of<br />

                                                        Bud Orton and Steve Mele. Equipment included<br />

                                                        Strong lamphouses, Balco platters,<br />

                                                        Kelmar sound system and Conrad-Hanovia<br />

                                                        xenon bulbs.<br />

                                                        Long-delayed plans for expansion of the<br />

                                                        Menschell Vernon Cines 2 to a quad are<br />

                                                        being firmed, with construction start to be<br />

                                                        determimed shortly.<br />

                                                        WASHINGTON<br />

                                                        Qpon completion of the Holiday Cinema<br />

                                                        Twin, Dan Weinberg, president of<br />

                                                        Frederick Theatres. Frederick, Md., will<br />

                                                        be the owner and operator of the largestcapacity<br />

                                                        theatre complex in the city. The<br />

                                                        Holiday Cinema 1 has 600 seats and Cinema<br />

                                                        2 has 350 seats. The theatre features<br />

                                                        the most advanced sound and projection<br />

                                                        equipment, including Dolby sound. A June<br />

                                                        opening is contemplated.<br />

                                                        Harry Howar left as Buena Vista branch<br />

                                                        manager March 30 to become consultant<br />

                                                        for Neighborhood Theatres' Northern division<br />

                                                        office in Falls Church, Va. Jim Pierce.<br />

                                                        salesman at Buena Vista's Cherry Hill division<br />

                                                        office, succeeds Howar as branch manager.<br />

                                                        Pulitzer prize-winner Mary McCrory The City Council of Camden, N.J.. will<br />

                                                        headed her March 30 column in the Star consider a cable TV franchise for the first<br />

                                                        "Atomic Truth's in Hollywood, Not Here."<br />

                                                        She said, "Jane Fonda's new movie 'The<br />

                                                        China Syndrome' was scaring people to<br />

                                                        time.<br />

                                                        The first 400 patrons seeing "Let Me Die<br />

                                                        a Woman" at Budco's Midtown Thcatr-j<br />

                                                        death. Scientists reported calls from anxious<br />

                                                        viewers. 'Could it happen'<br />

                                                        "The question is whether what happened<br />

                                                        in Pennsylvania will merely lengthen the<br />

                                                        lines outside the theatre's showing the film<br />

                                                        and inspire a few promises of stricter controls<br />

                                                        from the Nuclear Regulatory Com-<br />

                                                        PITTSBURGH<br />

                                                        J^argaret Ingram Josack died March 29<br />

                                                        She was the widow of George Josack<br />

                                                        and sister-in-law of Vincc Josack. both longtime<br />

                                                        film salesman.<br />

                                                        George F. Callahan Jr., 74, died March<br />

                                                        31. Callahan retired last year as president<br />

                                                        of Exhibitors Service Co. He had succeeded<br />

                                                        his late father as head of the company<br />

                                                        in 1950. His son George F. Callahan III<br />

                                                        now operates the firm.<br />

                                                        CATV's Home Box Office's advertising<br />

                                                        states that those "not wild about standing<br />

                                                        in line" at a theatre need CATV.<br />

                                                        Sam and Norman Fleishman of the Regent<br />

                                                        Square Theatre in Edgewood are joining<br />

                                                        Jim Baker's South Hills Theatre, Dormont,<br />

                                                        in offering special exhibitions of Indian<br />

                                                        films. The South Hills has featured<br />

                                                        films from the East Sunday afternoons for<br />

                                                        a number of years and the Regent Square<br />

                                                        will have an irregular Saturday matinee<br />

                                                        policy with such foreign movies. Those two<br />

                                                        neighborhood houses are tops in the hou^ccleaning<br />

                                                        department.<br />

                                                        PHILADELPHIA<br />

                                                        Qeorge Perry of the Plaza Theatre, Atlantic<br />

                                                        City, has nailed down "Star Trek"<br />

                                                        as his Christmas attraction.<br />

                                                        received a free copy of the paperback version<br />

                                                        of the book upon which the movie was<br />

                                                        based.<br />

                                                        BALTIMORE<br />
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                                                        Metro Theatres Opens<br />

                                                        $l-Millioii Fourplex<br />

                                                        SANTA BARBARA— Metropolian Thciitrcs<br />

                                                        opened its $1 -million Fiesta 4 theatres<br />

                                                        in the downtown area April 6, hringing to 61<br />

                                                        the numher of screens operated by the corporation<br />

                                                        in Southern California. Nineteen of<br />

                                                        them are in this territory.<br />

                                                        l-ight months under construction, the<br />

                                                        Ficsla 4 was designed by Santa Barbara<br />

                                                        architect Roger Phillips who held to the<br />

                                                        classic Spanish style, following the motif of<br />

                                                        his previous restoration of Metropolitan's<br />

                                                        Arlington Center of the Performing Arts, a<br />

                                                        cit\ landmark.<br />

                                                        Ihree of the theatre's auditoriums have a<br />

                                                        seating capacity of 300 each, and the fourth<br />

                                                        is smaller. The installation occupies the<br />

                                                        ground floor and a lower level of the cityowned<br />

                                                        Lobero public parking building.<br />

                                                        Major reconstruction was required to<br />

                                                        convert street-level space of an existing<br />

                                                        three-story building into the four-auditorium<br />

                                                        theatre, including four stores in the structure.<br />

                                                        A year ago Metropolitan had only 1<br />

                                                        screens in the Santa Barbara area, but addition<br />

                                                        of the Fiesta 4. preceeded by the<br />

                                                        "twinning" of the Fiesta 4, preceeded by the<br />

                                                        view theatres near Golita, boosted the total<br />

                                                        to 19.<br />

                                                        Metropolitan also has plans on the drawing<br />

                                                        boards for a six-theatre development<br />

                                                        on a 14-acre site in Cathedral City, just<br />

                                                        outside of Palm Springs. Opening of this<br />

                                                        2,500-seat sixplex is scheduled for Easter,<br />

                                                        lySO, according to Bruce C. Corwin, president<br />

                                                        of the circuit.<br />

                                                        T u c^cTn<br />

                                                        pestival of Films by Women took place<br />

                                                        April 4, 7 and 8 in U of A Modern<br />

                                                        Languages auditorium co-spomsored by City<br />

                                                        of Tucson, Arizona Film Project, and Arizona<br />

                                                        Women's Caucus for Art. A highlight<br />

                                                        was the personal appearance of filmmaker<br />

                                                        Martha Coolidge, presenting two of her<br />

                                                        films. "Not a Pretty Picture" and "Bimbo."<br />

                                                        Screenings, panels and discussions climaxed<br />

                                                        with premiere Tucson showing of Jacques<br />

                                                        Rivette's "Celine and Julie Go Boating."<br />

                                                        An invitational special showing of "Hair"<br />

                                                        was held March 27 at Plitt's Catalina The-<br />

                                                        Ihe American Heart Assn. sponsored a<br />

                                                        premiere screening of "The Champ" April<br />

                                                        S at Oracle View quad. A donation of $10<br />

                                                        included free admission to Rillito Downs<br />

                                                        Racetrack 7. Patrons were invited to a<br />

                                                        oost-show champagne party at After the<br />

                                                        Gold Rush.<br />

                                                        Special preview of "A Perfect Couple"<br />

                                                        >crcened March 30 at Plitt's Cme El Dorado<br />

                                                        Theatres and Radio KWFM preiented<br />

                                                        a special midnight showing of "Phanom<br />

                                                        of the Paradise" at the Showcase .<br />

                                                        Plitt's Cataline held late shows of "Hair"<br />

                                                        March 30 and 31.<br />

                                                        Producer Bringing<br />

                                                        Financial Muscle<br />

                                                        To Bear on Family Entertainment<br />

                                                        Executive producer J. Louis Delli<br />

                                                        Gatti (right) pins a promotional button<br />

                                                        on the lapel of Utah governor Scott<br />

                                                        Matheson, who holds the first press kit<br />

                                                        for World Entertainment Corp.'s release<br />

                                                        "Rivals."<br />

                                                        OAKLAND — World Entertainment<br />

                                                        Corp.. a subsidiary of the successful World<br />

                                                        Energy Corp. founded by J. Louis Delli<br />

                                                        Gatti. is using its financial muscle to provide<br />

                                                        backing to high action family films in<br />

                                                        the entertainmenit field.<br />

                                                        Formed early this year. World Entertainment<br />

                                                        is propelled by J. Louis Delli Gatti,<br />

                                                        who possesses "a deep sense of responsibility<br />

                                                        to his family and society.<br />

                                                        "Delli Gatti hopes to make available substantial<br />

                                                        funding and marketing expertise to<br />

                                                        the independent producers of family films.<br />

                                                        He intends to use his banking contacts, influence,<br />

                                                        and personal funds to help independents<br />

                                                        bring quality family fare to the boxoffice,<br />

                                                        as he did with "The Black Pearl."<br />

                                                        This past month, WEC acquired and<br />

                                                        launched its newest attraction, "Rivals."<br />

                                                        produced and directed by Lyman Dayton.<br />

                                                        It previewed Feb. 28 in Salt Lake City.<br />

                                                        Spotlights, star dignitaries, and an eager<br />

                                                        FILMACK IS<br />

                                                        1st CHOICE<br />

                                                        WITH<br />

                                                        SHOWMEN<br />

                                                        EVERYWHERE<br />

                                                        audience were on hand for the first night<br />

                                                        showing.<br />

                                                        "Rivals" was written by Academy Awardwinner<br />

                                                        Kieth Merrill, and stars the likeable<br />

                                                        Stewart Peterson. The film is a first for<br />

                                                        several young TV actors and actresses, including<br />

                                                        Dana Kimmell and Phillip Brown.<br />

                                                        World Entertainment has adopted a marketing<br />

                                                        techniqtie that has proved highly successful<br />

                                                        for theatrical films— the TV ad blitz.<br />

                                                        The film is booked around TV market areas.<br />

                                                        Following a saturation of TV and radio<br />

                                                        spots and generous publicity, the potential<br />

                                                        audience is primed for opening night.<br />

                                                        Im Salt Lake City "Rivals" enjoyed sellout<br />

                                                        crowds on its first weekend against major<br />

                                                        competition. The word-of-mouth for<br />

                                                        "Rivals" is helping the boxoffice gross<br />

                                                        which went over $155,000 in its first-week<br />

                                                        limited run and has topped $350,000 to<br />

                                                        date in the Salt Lake exchange.<br />

                                                        "There's an electric excitement that fills<br />

                                                        the air when an excellent, entertaining family<br />

                                                        film hits the screen," says Delia Gatti.<br />

                                                        "People of all ages are drawn out of their<br />

                                                        homes to see an enjoyable film. They tell<br />

                                                        their friends and everyone benefits—^the<br />

                                                        filmmaker, the theatres, the producer, and<br />

                                                        best of all. the audience.<br />

                                                        'More Than Lip-Service'<br />

                                                        "I feel a great responsibility to see that I<br />

                                                        do more than provide lip-service to the<br />

                                                        cause of decent theatrical entertainment,"<br />

                                                        Delli Gatti said. "I have put up a great deal<br />

                                                        of money on 'Rivals' and some other movies<br />

                                                        which will soon' be released. I intend to use<br />

                                                        my influence and banking experiences to<br />

                                                        provide independents with a viable alternative<br />

                                                        to the stranglehold that the majors exert<br />

                                                        on the film industry.<br />

                                                        "We are currently j>erfecting our marketing<br />

                                                        techniques so that we will have a<br />

                                                        track record. We want to show that we are<br />

                                                        here to create a long-teim clearinghouse to<br />

                                                        help the independent keep his costs down<br />

                                                        and to make sure his film receives adequate<br />

                                                        advertising and promotional support.<br />

                                                        "It's time someone offered the independent<br />

                                                        in the film industry up-to-date, costefficient<br />

                                                        methods," Delli Gatti stressed. "We<br />

                                                        will be here to act as consultants, financial<br />

                                                        backers, or to bring the indie together with<br />

                                                        proper financial<br />

                                                        support."<br />

                                                        ORDER FROM FILMACK<br />

                                                        WHENEVER YOU NEED<br />

                                                        SPECIAL FILMS<br />

                                                        DATE STRIPr<br />

                                                        CROSS PLUGS,<br />

                                                        MERCHANT ADS,<br />

                                                        SPECIAL AN-<br />

                                                        NOUNCEMENTS<br />

                                                        FILMACK STUDIOS, INC.<br />

                                                        30X0FFICE :: April 9, 1979

                                                    

                                                    Hollywood<br />

                                                        FRANCO ZEFFIRELLI. director o\<br />

                                                        MGM's "The Champ," received an<br />

                                                        honorary doctorate of humane letters from<br />

                                                        Loyola Marymoimt University April 4 for<br />

                                                        Producer-director Ronald Neame was at<br />

                                                        Oakland University in Rochester. Mich.,<br />

                                                        March 27-31. working with film students in<br />

                                                        classes on scriptwriting. film and visual arts.<br />

                                                        Happenings<br />

                                                        film criticism and advanced acting. His participation<br />

                                                        was part of the visiting artists program<br />

                                                        of the Academy of Motion Picture<br />

                                                        Arts and Sciences and the Academy Foun-<br />

                                                        his "profoundly sensitive vision as a director dation.<br />

                                                        and his unique artistic contributions to film<br />

                                                        •<br />

                                                        and television." The presentation will be Cicely Tyson will receive an honorary<br />

                                                        made during a champagne reception and doctorate degree from Butler University in<br />

                                                        screeming of "The Champ" at MGM.<br />

                                                        Indianapolis June 15 in recognition of her<br />

                                                        •<br />

                                                        "continued excellence in performances in<br />

                                                        films and television."<br />

                                                        *<br />

                                                        EMI Films "The Deer Hunter," a Universal<br />

                                                        release, was awarded the Grand Prix<br />

                                                        If your banquet<br />

                                                        meeting or press conference<br />

                                                        is<br />

                                                        have it<br />

                                                        routine,<br />

                                                        anywhere.<br />

                                                        If its important,<br />

                                                        have it in the Derby's<br />

                                                        new DeMille Room.<br />

                                                        "Meet me at the Derby."<br />

                                                        RESERVATIONS:<br />

                                                        Hollywood & Vine Hollywood 9-5151<br />

                                                        du Meilcur Film De L'Armee from the Prix<br />

                                                        Femina Beige du Cinema in ceremonies at<br />

                                                        the Brussels' town hall before a committee<br />

                                                        headed by Princess Paola.<br />

                                                        •<br />

                                                        Street Rodder magazine will publish a<br />

                                                        two-page layout of scenes from Warmer<br />

                                                        Bros.' "Boulevard Nights," focusing on the<br />

                                                        customized "low rider" cars which cruise<br />

                                                        the boulevard in the film. The magazine<br />

                                                        cites the film as am "honest and authentic"<br />

                                                        motion picture for its depiction of life in<br />

                                                        the Mexican-American community.<br />

                                                        *<br />

                                                        Columbia's "The China Syndrome" has<br />

                                                        been selected for entry to the 1979 Cannes<br />

                                                        Film Festival.<br />

                                                        •<br />

                                                        The late, great singer and actor Paul<br />

                                                        Robeson will be honored with a star in the<br />

                                                        Hollywood Walk of Fame, to be placed during<br />

                                                        ceremonies April 9 by the Hollywood<br />

                                                        Chamber of Commerce. Last year the chamber<br />

                                                        was the target of loud and powerful<br />

                                                        protests when it refused to sanction a<br />

                                                        star for the famed black performer. The<br />

                                                        chamber at that time added fuel to the<br />

                                                        clamor when it sought to explain the denial<br />

                                                        was made because Robeson's record was<br />

                                                        little known. Now describing him as a<br />

                                                        "legendary entertainer," the chamber issued<br />

                                                        a two-and-a-half page release citing Robeson<br />

                                                        as "an internationally famous singer and<br />

                                                        motion picture actor." Los Angeles Mayor<br />

                                                        Tom Bradley, who led the public outcry,<br />

                                                        has named April 9 Paul Robeson Day in<br />

                                                        the city.<br />

                                                        •<br />

                                                        Gene Roddenberry. producer of Paramount's<br />

                                                        "Star Trek—The Motion Picture,"<br />

                                                        was presented with the National Space<br />

                                                        Club's "Freedom Through Knowledge"<br />

                                                        award March 30 at the group's annual Robert<br />

                                                        H. Goddaid memorial dinner.<br />

                                                        *<br />

                                                        Blake Edwards and Tony Adams are in<br />

                                                        Europe on a two-week location scouting<br />

                                                        tour, visiting Zurich. Munich. Berlin and<br />

                                                        Amsterdam.<br />

                                                        •<br />

                                                        Marilyn Hassett, star of Avco Embassy<br />

                                                        Pictures' "The Bell Jar," and director Larry<br />

                                                        Peerce wound up a seven-city press tour<br />

                                                        March 29 with a final meeting in Los Angeles.<br />

                                                        The tour took them to Atlanta, Washington,<br />

                                                        D.C., Philadelphia. Boston. Chicago<br />

                                                        and San Francisco before winding down in<br />

                                                        L.A.<br />

                                                        •<br />

                                                        Amy Irving, star of MGM's "Voices," has<br />

                                                        been honored by the Southern California<br />

                                                        Motion Picture Council with a Bronze Halo<br />

                                                        Award for her outstanding performance.<br />

                                                        •<br />

                                                        Henry Mancini will begin scoring Orion<br />

                                                        Pictures' "10" on June 1, conducting an<br />

                                                        augmented orchestra ini music he composed<br />

                                                        for the Blake Edwards' film.<br />

                                                        •<br />

                                                        The Motion Picture and Television Fund<br />

                                                        reports spending $254,265 for 15 years of<br />

                                                        continuous care at the Motion Picture Hospital<br />

                                                        for one patient, a victim of multiple<br />

                                                        sclerosis. The patient is the wife of a retired<br />

                                                        laboralorv technician.<br />
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                                                    Commonwealth Makes<br />

                                                        Western Div. Changes<br />

                                                        DHNVhR—Coninioiiwjallh Theatres has<br />

                                                        made several changes throughout the territory.<br />

                                                        Mike Rosencutter, city manager in<br />

                                                        Scottsbiulf, Neb., has been transferrred to<br />

                                                        Coloiado Springs as city manager and will<br />

                                                        he supervising the nine Commonwealth<br />

                                                        screens in that town.<br />

                                                        Reed Hagen, manager of the Cooper<br />

                                                        Triple.v in Colorado Spiings, has been promoted<br />

                                                        to Scottsbluff city manager, replacing<br />

                                                        Rosencutter.<br />

                                                        Changes in Denver<br />

                                                        In metropolitan Denver Commonwealth<br />

                                                        has appointed Rick Cheevcrs as manager of<br />

                                                        the Lakeside Twin. Frank Clark manager<br />

                                                        o\ the Cinderella Twin Drive-In and Keimit<br />

                                                        Sanders manager of the Cherry Knolls Twin.<br />

                                                        Dennis Kelly is now managing the Colfan<br />

                                                        Drive-In and Dianna Cogburn has been<br />

                                                        moved from the Cherry Knolls Theatre to<br />

                                                        the managership of the University Hills Triplex.<br />

                                                        Final results have been tabulated m<br />

                                                        Commonwealth Theatres "King of the Sun"<br />

                                                        contest which is based upon showmanship<br />

                                                        exhibited by their managers during the drive<br />

                                                        period.<br />

                                                        The winner is Howard Haun. manager of<br />

                                                        the Beverly Twin Theatre in Casper, Wyo.<br />

                                                        Howard will be crowned "King of the Sun"<br />

                                                        in a forthcoming Commonwealth district<br />

                                                        meeting.<br />

                                                        SAN FRANCISCO<br />

                                                        ^nn Sothem is scheduled to appear mext<br />

                                                        in the Warfield Theatre's series of inperson<br />

                                                        film tributes and an on-stage interview<br />

                                                        with Jeri Lange Wednesday. April 15.<br />

                                                        The premiere of "The Killing Kind" will<br />

                                                        also be shown.<br />

                                                        Horace G. (Bud) Tapper, for many years<br />

                                                        manager of various UATC theatres including<br />

                                                        the Alexandria and Millbrae, died here<br />

                                                        March 23.<br />

                                                        Tony Bill, executive producer of "Boulevard<br />

                                                        Nights," held a press conference March<br />

                                                        30 at the Hyatt cm' Union Square to challenge<br />

                                                        the request of Mayor Diane Feinstein<br />

                                                        which resulted in the closing of his film at<br />

                                                        Blumenfeld's Alhambra Theatre after a run<br />

                                                        of only three days. The Warner Bros, release<br />

                                                        played other theatres in the area including<br />

                                                        UATC's Serra Theatre in nearby<br />

                                                        Daly City. Bill deftly handled questions<br />

                                                        from the media representatives regarding the<br />

                                                        violence attributed to his film and the film<br />

                                                        that was actually made. W.B.'s publicist Bill<br />

                                                        Lanese coordinated arrangements for the<br />

                                                        confrontation billed as "Tony Bill vs. Mayor<br />

                                                        Diane Feinstein."<br />

                                                        Both "The China Syndrome" and "Boule<br />

                                                        vard Nights" have been hyped since their<br />

                                                        openings by almost daily mention by the<br />

                                                        various news media.<br />

                                                        Indefatigable Mike Thomas, encouraged<br />

                                                        i.fi.A^i<br />

                                                        DIRK lOKS—Newly in.stalled board of directors of Southern California Variety<br />

                                                        ( lul) lent 25 include (front row, left to right): Nat D. Fellman, Al Lapidus,<br />

                                                        Milton I. Morit/, Murray Proppcr (chairman), Donald T. Gillin (president), Ezra<br />

                                                        Stern, Ric R. Roman and Floyd Coverston Jr. Standing are James J. Hayes (executive<br />

                                                        director), Louis Diaz (Boys Club executive director), Joav Gersten (Young<br />

                                                        Variety chairman), Ronald N. Baumgarten, Thomas E. P. Levin, Ahron Gersten,<br />

                                                        Burt Topper, Bob Wynn, Stan Rosenfield, Eugene Cofsky and Howard Hinderstein.<br />

                                                        'n Roll Show '79" screens on the other Saturdays.<br />

                                                        These programs beginning March<br />

                                                        31 chronologically are "Sympathy for the<br />

                                                        Devil," "Performance," "Monterey Pop,"<br />

                                                        "Renaldo & Clara," "Let the Good Times<br />

                                                        Roll" and "The Holy Mountain."<br />

                                                        The Warfield Theatre will have a special<br />

                                                        showing May 15 of Bay Area filmmaker<br />

                                                        RobertHellmann's "Bhagwan" described as<br />

                                                        a startling revelation of new age spirituality<br />

                                                        and sexuality, philosophy and lifestyle.<br />

                                                        Other unusual film activity was a midnight<br />

                                                        showing of Ron' Chase's "Lulu" at the<br />

                                                        Lumiere March 31.<br />

                                                        Sneak previews of "The Champ. " "A Perfect<br />

                                                        Couple" and "Voices" (again) on Friday,<br />

                                                        March 30,<br />

                                                        nearly saturated the area.<br />

                                                        LOS ANGELES<br />

                                                        by the success of the Strand Theatre's midnight<br />

                                                        showings of "The Rocky Horror Picture<br />

                                                        Show," has added midnight films additionally<br />

                                                        at his nearby Egyptian Theatre on<br />

                                                        formidable Market Street. "Salo" is shown<br />

                                                        gruce<br />

                                                        Theatres,<br />

                                                        Corwin, president<br />

                                                        and Mrs.<br />

                                                        of<br />

                                                        Corwin<br />

                                                        Metropolitan<br />

                                                        were invited<br />

                                                        every Friday and "Pink Flamimgos" is the<br />

                                                        guests at the state dinner marking the<br />

                                                        fare on alternate Saturdays. "The Reel Rock signing of the Egypt-Israel peace treaty in<br />

                                                        Washington. Corwin has long been active<br />

                                                        "North Dallas Forty," a Frank Yablans<br />

                                                        production, began filming Feb. 26 in Los<br />

                                                        Angeles with Ted Kotcheff directing the<br />

                                                        screenplay by Nancy Dowd.<br />

                                                        in Democratic Party circles in California<br />

                                                        and in Los Angeles civic affairs, serving at<br />

                                                        one time as a member of the Police Corn-<br />

                                                        Crown International Pictures' "Coach"<br />

                                                        has been acquired for worldwide television<br />

                                                        syndication by Time-Life Television, according<br />

                                                        to Crown president Mark Tenser.<br />

                                                        The 1978 theatrical release was screened<br />

                                                        over the CBS-TV network March 6.<br />

                                                        Reader's Digest will give Warner Bros."<br />

                                                        "Superman" a big boost with an extensive<br />

                                                        promotional campaign for the "Superman<br />

                                                        to the Rescue" article appearing in the magazine's<br />

                                                        April issue. The magazine will reprint<br />

                                                        the six-page cover story published earlier<br />

                                                        in the year by Newsweek magazine.<br />

                                                        Michael Coby, Kenneth Haigh, Ian Hendry,<br />

                                                        Carolyn Seymour. Sue Lloyd and Mark<br />

                                                        Burns have been signed for roles in "The<br />

                                                        Bitch."<br />
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                                                    . . Jerry<br />

                                                        Denver<br />

                                                        ( \\a ,gL' Is 100)<br />

                                                        Agatha (VVH) Coopei C.imco 4th wk 190<br />

                                                        The China Syndrome (Col). Continental.<br />

                                                        2nd wk. 330<br />

                                                        '.<br />

                                                        The Deer Hunter (Univ), Colorado 4.<br />

                                                        5th wk 490<br />

                                                        Every Which Way But Loose (WB).<br />

                                                        3 theatres. 14th wk 160<br />

                                                        Fast Break (Col), 3 theatres. 3rd wk. , . 100<br />

                                                        The Great Train Robbery (UA).<br />

                                                        3 theatres. 7th wk 100<br />

                                                        Hardcore (Col), 2 theatres. 6th wk 110<br />

                                                        The Lord of the Rings (UA).<br />

                                                        University Hills. 19th wk 100<br />

                                                        Murder by Decree (Avco). 4 theatres.<br />

                                                        4th wk 90<br />

                                                        Norma Rae (20th-Fox). 2 theatres,<br />

                                                        2nd wk 275<br />

                                                        The North Avenue Irregulars (BV).<br />

                                                        4 theatres, 6fh wk 150<br />

                                                        Same Time, Next Year (Univ). Cooper.<br />

                                                        7th wk 140<br />

                                                        Superman (WB). Century 21. 15th wk. 260<br />

                                                        Take Down (BV). 6 theatres. 4th wk. . . 90<br />

                                                        San Francisco<br />

                                                        (Average weekly grosses follow theatre).<br />

                                                        Agatha (WB). Regency I (9.600).<br />

                                                        4th wk 6.214 (4 days)<br />

                                                        Bottom Line (PFE). Vogue (4,400).<br />

                                                        1st wk 818 (5 days)<br />

                                                        Boulevard Nights (WB).<br />

                                                        1st wk. Alhambra 1<br />

                                                        (5.200) 8.608 (3 days)<br />

                                                        Serra (11.500) 14.735<br />

                                                        The Brink's Job (Univ). 6th wk.<br />

                                                        Coliseum (7.400) 3.909<br />

                                                        UA Stonestown (4.050) 2.604<br />

                                                        The China Syndrome (Col), Coronet<br />

                                                        (14.900). 2nd wk 54.193<br />

                                                        Days of Heaven (Para). Regency II<br />

                                                        (7,200), 5th wk 8,039<br />

                                                        The Deer Hunter (Univ), Alexandria I<br />

                                                        (10,800), 5th wk 27,855<br />

                                                        PETERSON<br />

                                                        THEATRE<br />

                                                        455 Bearcat Drive<br />

                                                        Times Square Park<br />

                                                        FIRST RUN REPORT<br />

                                                        SUPPLY<br />

                                                        Salt Lake City, Utah 84115<br />

                                                        801-466-7642<br />

                                                        Despa-r (New Line), Lumiere (3,850),<br />

                                                        wk Isl 8,886<br />

                                                        Fast Break (Col) 3id wk<br />

                                                        Alexanarra 2 (4,500) 2,659<br />

                                                        Plaza II (6.100) 3,744<br />

                                                        Geneva Dr.ve-ln (5.400) 2.308<br />

                                                        Effi Briesf (NY). Surf (3.300),<br />

                                                        1st wk. 4,813 (6 days)<br />

                                                        The Mafu Cage (Coast Film). Egyptian<br />

                                                        (2.500). 2nd wk 1.103 (5 days)<br />

                                                        Murder by Decree (Avco). Alhambra 2<br />

                                                        (5.250), 6th wk 3,424 (6 days)<br />

                                                        Norma Rae (20th-Fox), 3rd wk.<br />

                                                        Royal (9,960) 12.988<br />

                                                        Plaza I (6.200) 7.374<br />

                                                        Once in Paris (Atlantic). Ghirardelli<br />

                                                        (6.000). 3rd wk 2.062<br />

                                                        Same Time, Next Year (Univ).<br />

                                                        Cinema 21 (S.600). 7th wk 8,406<br />

                                                        Superman (WB). Northpoint (11.800).<br />

                                                        15th wk 17.944<br />

                                                        Take Down (BV), 3rd wk.<br />

                                                        Alexandria 3 (4,100) 2.223<br />

                                                        UA Stonestown 2 (4.050) 1.655 (5 days)<br />

                                                        Wifemistress (Quartet). Stage Door<br />

                                                        (4.600), 1st wk r 12.237<br />

                                                        DENVER<br />

                                                        JJallberg Theatre Services Co. has moved<br />

                                                        and the new address is 7344 West Wulden<br />

                                                        Drive, Littleton, Colo. 80123. The new<br />

                                                        phone nitmber is 303-979-6591.<br />

                                                        Patty Marks, who resigned her sales position<br />

                                                        with Warner Bros., has moved over<br />

                                                        to Mid-America Film Distributors where<br />

                                                        she will be branch manager . Collins,<br />

                                                        branch manager for Rocky Mountaiti<br />

                                                        Film Co.. hosted a Friday inight screening<br />

                                                        of "Dawn of the Dead" at the Colorado<br />

                                                        Four Theatre.<br />

                                                        Celebrity Sports Center, an 80-lane bowling<br />

                                                        complex together with swimming facilities<br />

                                                        and other skill oriented games, has been<br />

                                                        sold. The sports center was erected about<br />

                                                        twenty years ago and the original investors<br />

                                                        included Walt Disney, Jack Benny, George<br />

                                                        Burns and others from Hollywood.<br />

                                                        Funeral services were held in the True<br />

                                                        Faith Church of God in Christ Church for<br />

                                                        Emma Jean Jenefor who died at age 25.<br />

                                                        Emma had started in the film business in<br />

                                                        the office of Highland Theatres and had<br />

                                                        then moved to Warner Bros, where she<br />

                                                        worked up umtil the time of her death. She<br />

                                                        is survived by her mother Mrs. Lula Mcckling<br />

                                                        of Salina, Kan. and several brothers<br />

                                                        and sisters.<br />

                                                        SEATTLE<br />

                                                        gcreenings in the Jewel Box on Filmrow:<br />

                                                        Warner Bros." "Ashanti." March 30;<br />

                                                        Universal's "Walk Proud." April 4; Cardina<br />

                                                        Films' "Slave of Love," April 5. and set for<br />

                                                        Tuesday, April 10, is Universal's "The Senator."<br />

                                                        Sneak previews: "The Champ" from<br />

                                                        MGM at the Overlake Cinema in Bellevue<br />

                                                        with "The North Avenue Irregulars" March<br />

                                                        30. and "A Perfect Couple" from 20th Century-Fox<br />

                                                        with "Norma Rae" at the UA<br />

                                                        Cinema 70 same day.<br />

                                                        This correspondent returned from the<br />

                                                        press junket to San Francisco for "The Bell<br />

                                                        Jar." The film will not open until the third<br />

                                                        week in April at the Seven Gables Theatre.<br />

                                                        In the Seattle Post Intelligencer. William<br />

                                                        Arnold gave "The Shout" a pretty good review.<br />

                                                        He remarked particularly on the superb<br />

                                                        installation of the theatre's Dolby<br />

                                                        sound system, installed for this film, which<br />

                                                        opened Macrh 30 at the Harvard Exit on<br />

                                                        Capitol Hill.<br />

                                                        Meanwhile the critic for the Seattle<br />

                                                        Times, John HartI, gave a good review to<br />

                                                        "Get Out Your Handkerchiefs" at the Varsity,<br />

                                                        where it opened March 30. He stated<br />

                                                        it also had the best chance of winning Best<br />

                                                        Foreign Picture for the Academy Awards.<br />

                                                        Among the new films locally: "Hair" at<br />

                                                        the Coliseum; "The Passage" at the SeaTac<br />

                                                        6. Kenmore and Duwamish drive-ims and<br />

                                                        at the Crossroads Quad; Walt Disney Productions'<br />

                                                        "Bedknobs and Broomsticks" at<br />

                                                        the Renton Village. Tacoma Villa Plaza.<br />

                                                        Seattle Aurora. Everett Mall, SeaTac 6 and<br />

                                                        Bellevue Crossroads Quad; "Fast Break" at<br />

                                                        the Everett Mall, Seattle Aurora, Bellevue<br />

                                                        Overlake. Renton Village. SeaTac 6 Cinemas<br />

                                                        and Valley drive-in; "Murder by Decree"<br />

                                                        at the Cinerama Theatre; "The Shout"<br />

                                                        at the Harvard Exit; "In Praise of Older<br />

                                                        Women" at the Town; "Buck Rogers in the<br />

                                                        25th Century" at the Bay in Ballard. Crossroads<br />

                                                        Quad in Bellevue. Renton in downtown<br />

                                                        Renton. SeaTac 6 in Federal Way and<br />

                                                        at the Valley 2 and Aurora drive-ins. and<br />

                                                        "Get Out Your Handkerchiefs" at the Varsity.<br />

                                                        The Crossroads Quad in Bellevue under<br />

                                                        the Tom Moyer Theatres helm out of Portland,<br />

                                                        opened its four screens March 30. and<br />

                                                        the next day, the Everett Triplex in downtown<br />

                                                        Everett under the same ownership was<br />

                                                        open for customers.<br />

                                                        "The Last Wave" was doing fine at the<br />

                                                        Guild 45th as was "The Wicker Man" at the<br />

                                                        Crest 70; and "Autimin Sonata" ended April<br />

                                                        4 at the .Seven Gables after a successful<br />

                                                        rim of more than three months.<br />

                                                        ; li Luke • Boston • Ooiloi • New Yotk<br />

                                                        u .ERSAL THEATRE SUPPLY<br />

                                                        - HOME OFFICE -<br />

                                                        264 Eosr lit South, Sail Loke City, Utah 8411)<br />

                                                        Apri

                                                    

                                                    CHARLOTTE<br />

                                                        H fter the third session in Raleigh, in which<br />

                                                        the blind bidding bill was referred to<br />

                                                        a subcommittee, the subcommittee reported<br />

                                                        back to the meeting March 22 and again<br />

                                                        delayed its formal report until the next<br />

                                                        week. The consensus is that it will be passed<br />

                                                        with a few clauses, and will probably be<br />

                                                        comparable to the bill passed in South<br />

                                                        Carolina.<br />

                                                        Top grosses of the week; "The China<br />

                                                        Syndrome" at the Charlottetown Mall and<br />

                                                        Eastland Mall, "Dirt" at Capri. "The Deer<br />

                                                        Hunter" at Eastland Mall. "Richard Pryor—<br />

                                                        Live in Concert" at the Village and "Norma<br />

                                                        Rae" at Southpark and Tryon Mall.<br />

                                                        News from Smilin" Jack Jordan of Southern<br />

                                                        Booking and Advertising Co.: The trailer<br />

                                                        on Galaxy Picture's "Star Crash" was<br />

                                                        screened the past week and it looks like a<br />

                                                        cross between "Jason and the Argonauts"<br />

                                                        and "Battlestar Galactica." The picture was<br />

                                                        set for March in Florida and June 1 in the<br />

                                                        Carolinas. It is available in Dolby stereo.<br />

                                                        Sharon Carter of the Hickory Daily News<br />

                                                        reviewed "The North Avenue Irregulars"<br />

                                                        and said, "If ever a movie can have you<br />

                                                        splitting your sides with laughter, gasping<br />

                                                        for breath and holding an oft-hit funnybone,<br />

                                                        is it.<br />

                                                        this For pure unadulterated<br />

                                                        comedy, this movie is indescribably hilarious."<br />

                                                        Bill Ochs of Gainesville, Fla., finished<br />

                                                        his tenth week of "Every Which Way But<br />

                                                        Loose" with a gimmick. His ad used "talk<br />

                                                        balloons" with Clint and Clyde telling<br />

                                                        Gainesville "goodbye."<br />

                                                        A new movie is soon to be filmed at the<br />

                                                        famous Biltmore House in Asheville entitled<br />

                                                        "Being There." Its stars will be Peter Sellers<br />

                                                        and Shirley McLaine.<br />

                                                        EMC Film Corp. advises us that Elliott<br />

                                                        Gould and Celine Lopez, two of the stars in<br />

                                                        "Silent Partner," will make personal appearances<br />

                                                        in our area. Resulting TV, radio and<br />

                                                        press interviews will be reaching some of<br />

                                                        our towns.<br />

                                                        Allied Artists, a major motion picture distributor<br />

                                                        which has fallen on hard times.<br />

                                                        Owensby telegrammed AA's New York<br />

                                                        headquarters saying he, along with Charlotte<br />

                                                        country music pei former Arthur Smith and<br />

                                                        Fred Foster, president of Monument Records,<br />

                                                        are ready to buy. He also wants to<br />

                                                        move Allied's headquarters to Shelby. But<br />

                                                        AA vice-president Jay Feldman says Owensby<br />

                                                        did not give Allied a price tag and didn't<br />

                                                        say who was going to provide financing. "I<br />

                                                        don't know who he is," Feldman said. "This<br />

                                                        is not the way we would negotiate if we<br />

                                                        were interested. You know, most people call<br />

                                                        up."<br />

                                                        New or returning pictures on the marquees:<br />

                                                        "An Unmarried Woman" at the<br />

                                                        Manor Theatre, "Hair" at .Southpark<br />

                                                        "Dirt" at the Capri and Viking Driv MIAMI<br />

                                                        Screenings at Car-Mel: "The Bell Jar"<br />

                                                        from Avco Embassy and "The Evictors"<br />

                                                        (Continued on page S-3)<br />

                                                        PALM BEACH<br />

                                                        n mong the new movies scheduled to open<br />

                                                        in the area March 30 were "Murder<br />

                                                        by Decree" from Avco Embassy at Cross<br />

                                                        Coimty 8, "The Evictors" also at Cross<br />

                                                        County 8, "Hair" from United Artists at<br />

                                                        Village Green Movies, "Buck Rogers in the<br />

                                                        25th Ceintury" at Budco Twin City Cinemas<br />

                                                        and Village Green Movies and "The Passage"<br />

                                                        at the Lake Worth Movies and Village<br />

                                                        Green Movies.<br />

                                                        Paul Dooley, who played the role of<br />

                                                        Carol Burnett's husband in "A Wedding"<br />

                                                        and has a major role in "A Perfect Couple,"<br />

                                                        to be released later this year, currently is<br />

                                                        in St. Petersburg for his role in Robert Altman's<br />

                                                        "Health." Dooley also shares screenwriting<br />

                                                        honors with Frank Barhydt and Altman<br />

                                                        for his two years' work on this film.<br />

                                                        Altman met with state officials March<br />

                                                        14 to discuss his problems with the Teamsters,<br />

                                                        whose chores for "Health" include the<br />

                                                        transportation of people and equipment.<br />

                                                        The director threatened to pull one of his<br />

                                                        next motion pictures out of Florida because<br />

                                                        of the allegedly exorbitant wage scale<br />

                                                        charged by Teamsters Local 79 in Tampa.<br />

                                                        Earlier in the week Altman had threatened<br />

                                                        never to shoot another film in Florida.<br />

                                                        Cinema 70 held a sneak preview March<br />

                                                        (Continued on page S-3)<br />

                                                        ATLANTA<br />

                                                        Last month the parking decks adjacent to<br />

                                                        Atlanta's 15,000-seat Omni took on the<br />

                                                        aspect of a movie set when "Little Darlings"<br />

                                                        moved in its lights, cameras, extras and two<br />

                                                        young stars, Tatum O'Neal and Kristy Mc-<br />

                                                        Nichol. The film, now shooting in nearby<br />

                                                        Madison, concerns a summer camp, and the<br />

                                                        Excerpt from Charlotte Observer: Earl<br />

                                                        Owensby, Shelby, N.C., moviemaker, wants<br />

                                                        the parking area were those<br />

                                                        scenes filmed in<br />

                                                        his own company to distribute his new<br />

                                                        and departures of the<br />

                                                        movie "Living Legend," which is almost<br />

                                                        ready for release. So he's decided to buy<br />

                                                        of the noisy arrivals<br />

                                                        camp attendees. Around 50 girls, ages 9 to<br />

                                                        14. were rounded up by the Atlanta Talent<br />

                                                        Shop to spend four days sticking their heads<br />

                                                        out a bus window and waving tennis racquets.<br />

                                                        Marquee changes: "Hair" at Akers Mill<br />

                                                        and Loew's Tara Twin; "Buck Rogers in the<br />

                                                        25th Century" at Cinema 75, Arrowhead,<br />

                                                        fhe North Miami Board of Adjustment has<br />

                                                        voted to allow a movie theatre in the<br />

                                                        127th Street shopping center. The theatre,<br />

                                                        which will have two screens with 400 seats<br />

                                                        each, will be only the second within the<br />

                                                        city limits. It would be prohibited from<br />

                                                        showing X-rated films under a revision to<br />

                                                        the city's zoning ordinance approved by the<br />

                                                        planning commission March 7, and scheduled<br />

                                                        to be considered by the city council<br />

                                                        this month. In January, when the request<br />

                                                        for a special exception allowing the theatre<br />

                                                        came before the board of adjustment, members<br />

                                                        voted to table it until they could ensure<br />

                                                        that X-rated movies would not be shown<br />

                                                        there. The board also granted parking amd<br />

                                                        sign variances to Phyllis Kovens. who agreed<br />

                                                        to install additional lighting and repave<br />

                                                        a section of the shopping center parking<br />

                                                        lot.<br />

                                                        Bernardo Bertolucci's controversial film<br />

                                                        "1900" opened April 1 at the Cinematheque,<br />

                                                        the 190-seat movie house in Coral Gables.<br />

                                                        Ned Chediak, the theatre operator bringing<br />

                                                        the film here, said he has wanted to show<br />

                                                        the film since it was shown at the New York<br />

                                                        Film Festival in 1977. The film needs special<br />

                                                        promotion, Chediak has said, and for<br />

                                                        many reasons is not suitable for all theatres<br />

                                                        and audiences. He says no one else in Miami<br />

                                                        was imterested in showing it, so he got it<br />

                                                        for the Cinematheque. He call it "tremendous."<br />

                                                        The film runs four hours, plus intermission.<br />

                                                        The Cinematheque is charging<br />

                                                        higher-than-normal prices during its expected"<br />

                                                        three-week run— $3.50 Mondays through<br />

                                                        Thursdays, and $4 Fridays through Sundays.<br />

                                                        Parkaire Mall Twin, South DeKalb Mall,<br />

                                                        AMC Tower Place, Glenwood and Northeast<br />

                                                        Expressway; "Norma Rae" at Perimeter<br />

                                                        Mall, Loew's Tara, Akers Mill and<br />

                                                        Southlake; "The Silent Partner" at Arrowhead.<br />

                                                        Buford Highway. Mableton. Miracle,<br />

                                                        North DeKalb, Roswell, South DeKalb and<br />

                                                        AMC Tower Place; "The China Syndrome"<br />

                                                        at Akers Mill, National Four. Phipps Plaza.<br />

                                                        Roswell, Northlake and Southlake; "The<br />

                                                        Exorcist" at Atlanta, Belvedere, Ben Hill,<br />

                                                        Phipps. Town & Country and Weis Doravill;<br />

                                                        "The Passage" at Cobb Center. Loew's<br />

                                                        12 Oaks. South DeKalb and Westgate:<br />

                                                        "Who Is Killing the Great Chefs of Europe"<br />

                                                        for 99 cents at Toco Hill, and "Challenge<br />

                                                        of Death" at<br />

                                                        "Eyerything for your theatre— except film"<br />

                                                        Rialto.<br />

                                                        800 Lambert Drive N.E.<br />

                                                        Atlanta, Go. 30324<br />
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                                                        (704)<br />

                                                        (404) 876-0347<br />
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                                                    DALLAS<br />

                                                        T^einbers of the<br />

                                                        Motion Picture Operators<br />

                                                        Local 249 in Dallas has joined with<br />

                                                        exhibitors of NATO of Texas in their appeal<br />

                                                        to legislators to ban blind bidding in<br />

                                                        Texas. The operators are writing their state<br />

                                                        representatives and senators, as they feel<br />

                                                        the issue holds great interest to them as an<br />

                                                        integral part of the motion picture industry<br />

                                                        from which they derive their livelihood.<br />

                                                        Marquee changes: "Murder by Decree"<br />

                                                        at the Northtown, Northwood and Esquire,<br />

                                                        and "Hair" in Dolby sound at the Village<br />

                                                        and Loew's Quad Park Central.<br />

                                                        The Ninth Annual USA Film Festival<br />

                                                        opened March 30 with a retrospective tribute<br />

                                                        to director Sidney Lumet and a slate<br />

                                                        of new American dramatic films, documen-<br />

                                                        tor, said the lineup reflected two changes<br />

                                                        in policy from preceding years. As of this<br />

                                                        year films directed by non-Americans were<br />

                                                        made eligible for entry, and for the first<br />

                                                        time at least half of the films scheduled for<br />

                                                        exhibition were made by independent producers.<br />

                                                        "We believe the independents need<br />

                                                        festivals like ours to showcase their films.<br />

                                                        And it gives us a chance to show films that<br />

                                                        our audience might never get to see." The<br />

                                                        full schedule for the festival was held in the<br />

                                                        Bob Hope Theatre.<br />

                                                        Ned Tanen, president of Universal Pictures,<br />

                                                        and Walter Mirisch, producer of<br />

                                                        "Dracula," paid a short visit to Dallas<br />

                                                        March 23 during which they screened a<br />

                                                        product reel of "Dracula" in the Plitt<br />

                                                        Screening Room.<br />

                                                        Bob Davis, branch manager of Associated<br />

                                                        Film Distribution Co., reports that Associated's<br />

                                                        first four pictures were to open<br />

                                                        April 6, and that big grosses are being expected.<br />

                                                        He also advises that Associated's<br />

                                                        release of "The Treasure of Piranha" will<br />

                                                        op>en on a saturation Oct. 19.<br />

                                                        Travis Blair of New World Pictures reports<br />

                                                        a very good convention was held in<br />

                                                        Oklahoma City at the Soonerama, where he<br />

                                                        and New World's Oklahoma salesman Dave<br />

                                                        Hudgins had an opportunity to visit and tell<br />

                                                        about their product to exhibitors in attendance.<br />

                                                        James P. Prichard says his organization's<br />

                                                        "Halloween" is still doing tremendous<br />

                                                        business and it looks as though this<br />

                                                        will be the top grossing picture of all time<br />

                                                        for the company.<br />

                                                        Trade screenings at Fox included "A<br />

                                                        Couple," 20th-Fox, and "The Evictors,"<br />

                                                        Perfect<br />

                                                        taries and short featurettes. The festival<br />

                                                        American<br />

                                                        traditionally brings to Dallas a gathering of<br />

                                                        prominent critics, actors, actresses, directors Screening<br />

                                                        International.<br />

                                                        Room Avco Embassy<br />

                                                        In Plitt<br />

                                                        screened<br />

                                                        and producers throughout the ten days on "Old Boyfriends."<br />

                                                        Theatre openings: United Artists opened<br />

                                                        the SMU campus. Bill Jones, festival direc-<br />

                                                        the UA Ingram 6 Feb. 16 in San Antonio.<br />

                                                        The customer not only has his choice of<br />

                                                        six feature films, but also the use of the<br />

                                                        electronic game room area and the cafeteria-style<br />

                                                        concession area. Manager of the<br />

                                                        sixplex is Chris Taylor, formerly of Little<br />

                                                        Rock, Ark.<br />

                                                        David Tillery takes over as manager of<br />

                                                        the newly remodeled UA Southbrook 7 in<br />

                                                        Memphis. The theatre was reconstructed<br />

                                                        from four screens to seven, and to maximize<br />

                                                        the efficiency of the operator, closed-circuit<br />

                                                        TV monitors were installed to enable the<br />

                                                        operator to view the film from either one<br />

                                                        of two separate booths. The cafeteria concept<br />

                                                        has also been introduced to this operation.<br />

                                                        The grand opening of the UA Cinema<br />

                                                        6 in the Mall of Abilene, Abilene, Tex. was<br />

                                                        held March 16. The new sixplex features<br />

                                                        Dolby stereo, various-sized auditoriums.<br />

                                                        III<br />

                                                        Pinkston Sales & Service<br />
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                                                    WESTWARD<br />

                                                        DOUGH!<br />

                                                        OR<br />

                                                        howDOgou<br />

                                                        COVERA<br />

                                                        Wagon<br />

                                                        The wild, wild West. Land of<br />

                                                        hope and opportunity to thousands<br />

                                                        of courageous settlers. But. if it<br />

                                                        weren't for the dollars of thousands<br />

                                                        more Americans taking stock in their<br />

                                                        country, there might never have<br />

                                                        been a West to go west to.<br />

                                                        You see, money raised from the<br />

                                                        sale of government securities<br />

                                                        helped us purchase the Louisiana<br />

                                                        Territory from the French. Other<br />

                                                        securities helped buy the states of<br />

                                                        California. Nevada. Utah, western<br />

                                                        Colorado and most of New Mexico<br />

                                                        and Arizona from Mexico. Evrn<br />

                                                        settlement of the Oregon Territory<br />

                                                        was made possible through the<br />

                                                        issuance of United States securities.<br />

                                                        Today, you can still take stock<br />

                                                        in your country's growth by buying<br />

                                                        U. S. Savings Bonds.<br />

                                                        Just sign up for the Payroll<br />

                                                        Savings Plan where you work.<br />

                                                        There's no easier, safer way to save<br />

                                                        or help your country. After all.<br />

                                                        U. S. Savings Bonds are still a great<br />

                                                        way for you to go West. Or East.<br />

                                                        North and South.<br />

                                                        Now E Bonds pay 6% interest when held<br />

                                                        to maturity of 5 years (4^2% the first<br />

                                                        year). Interest is not subject to state or<br />

                                                        local income taxes, and federal tax may be<br />

                                                        deferred until redemption.<br />

                                                        Take .<br />

                                                        .stock .<br />

                                                        in^^enca.<br />

                                                        CHARLOTTE<br />

                                                        (Continued from page S-1)<br />

                                                        from American International. "The Bell<br />

                                                        Jar" was also tradescreened at the Mini-<br />

                                                        Cinema in Rock Hill.<br />

                                                        Charlie Hunsuck of UA sneaked "The<br />

                                                        Champ" (an MGM release) at the Charlottetown<br />

                                                        Mall March 23. This PG-rated film<br />

                                                        stars John Voight, Fay Dunaway, Ricky<br />

                                                        .Schroder and Jack Warden, and from the<br />

                                                        audience reaction it looks like a potential<br />

                                                        bo.xoffice<br />

                                                        attraction.<br />

                                                        PALM BEACH<br />

                                                        (Continued from page S-1)<br />

                                                        30 of "The Champ," which was lensed in<br />

                                                        Miami. A sneak preview of "Hair" was held<br />

                                                        March 29 at the Village Green Movies.<br />

                                                        Douglas E. Patrick is the new assistant<br />

                                                        manager and chief projectionist at Budco<br />

                                                        Century Twin.<br />

                                                        'Van Nuys' Bows May 9<br />

                                                        From Wesl EdiUon<br />

                                                        HOLLYWOOD — Crown International<br />

                                                        Pictures will open its "Van Nuys Blvd." in<br />

                                                        four West Coast cities May 9. The wave of<br />

                                                        250 prints in a saturation play will be the<br />

                                                        largest multiple booking in the history of<br />

                                                        the company, according to George M. Josephs,<br />

                                                        vice-president and general sales manager.<br />

                                                        The film will open in Los Angeles, San<br />

                                                        Francisco, Portland and Seattle with a huge<br />

                                                        advertising campaign on radio, television<br />

                                                        and the print media. Personal appearances<br />

                                                        will be made in those cities by the film's<br />

                                                        participants in Los Angeles, San Francisco.<br />

                                                        Seattle, Portland and other Pacific Coast<br />

                                                        territories.<br />

                                                        The Merimark production, produced by<br />

                                                        Marilyn J. Tenser, is a youth-oriented comedy<br />

                                                        re7reating the action which takes place<br />

                                                        weekly on the nationally famous "cruisin'<br />

                                                        corridor," Van Nuys Blvd., in California's<br />

                                                        San Fernando Valley. The youthful cast is<br />

                                                        headed by Bill Adler, Cynthia Wood. Dennis<br />

                                                        Bowen, Melissa Prophet and David Hayward.<br />

                                                        'Swap Meet' Opens May 23<br />

                                                        From West Edition<br />

                                                        SAN FRANCISCO— Dimension Pictures<br />

                                                        has set Steve Krantz's "Swap Meet" for<br />

                                                        world premiere opening in the San Francisco<br />

                                                        area in 75 theatres and drive-ins the week<br />

                                                        of May 23. Film stars Ruth Cox. Jonathan<br />

                                                        Gries, Debi Richter, Dan Spector and<br />

                                                        Cheryl Rixon.<br />

                                                        Unsuccessful Extortionist<br />

                                                        Of Theatre Is Arrested<br />

                                                        HOUSTON— Houslon police said<br />

                                                        that an<br />

                                                        unemployed Houston man, who used a<br />

                                                        bomb threat to extort $2,000 from the<br />

                                                        Gulfgate Cinema, was arrested while receiving<br />

                                                        the money from a ten-year-old boy.<br />

                                                        Joe L. Bronikowsky was charged with robbery<br />

                                                        and was being held without bond.<br />

                                                        Police said Bronikowsky called the theatre<br />

                                                        about 1:30 p.m. saying a bomb would<br />

                                                        explode in the theatre unless the manager<br />

                                                        delivered the money to a car wash. Detectives<br />

                                                        said Bronikowsky was arrested after<br />

                                                        officers watched a ten-year-old boy pull<br />

                                                        the bag from a trash can at the car wash<br />

                                                        at 2:50 p.m. and hand it to him.<br />

                                                        The youth, who was going home from<br />

                                                        school when Bronikowsky offered him $1 to<br />

                                                        retrieve the brown bag. was apparently not<br />

                                                        aware the bag contained extortion money,<br />

                                                        detectives said.<br />

                                                        NEW ORLEANS<br />

                                                        Tlay Milligan of Do Drive-In was chosen<br />

                                                        as a special leprechaun for the show<br />

                                                        business people of Jefferson Parish in honor<br />

                                                        of St. Patrick's Day and was decked out in a<br />

                                                        green suit.<br />

                                                        The 12th Annual Festival of New French<br />

                                                        Films was held March 16-21. Among the<br />

                                                        films scheduled were "La Traque," "Adieu,<br />

                                                        Voyages Lenis." "La Chanson de Roland,"<br />

                                                        "Les Feux dc la Chandeleur," "Raphael, ou<br />

                                                        le Debauche," "Leopold le Bien Aime,"<br />

                                                        "Passe Montague" with an appearance by<br />

                                                        d;rector Jean-Francois Stevenin, "La Femme<br />

                                                        Qui Pieure" with an appearance by director<br />

                                                        Jacques Doillon and "Le Sucre."<br />

                                                        Southeast NATO to Meet<br />

                                                        MOBILE — NATO members from Alabama,<br />

                                                        Georgia, Tennessee, Louisiana and<br />

                                                        Mississippi will meet here May 6-8 for their<br />

                                                        annual regional convention. Convention<br />

                                                        headquarters will be the Sheraton Inn on<br />

                                                        301 Government St., Mobile, Ala., 36602,<br />

                                                        and reservations must be arranged with the<br />

                                                        hotel.<br />

                                                        Advance registratons for Alabama,<br />

                                                        Georgia and Tennessee are being handled by<br />

                                                        WOMPI of Atlanta, and those for Louisiana<br />

                                                        and Mississippi are being handled by<br />

                                                        WOMPI of New Orleans. Registration for<br />

                                                        NATO members is $50 and $60 for nonmembers.<br />

                                                        The deadline for advance registration<br />

                                                        is April 16.<br />

                                                        Filming of "The Tempest" began Feb.<br />

                                                        19 in England, with Derek Jarman directing<br />

                                                        his own screenplay.<br />

                                                        704-333-9651 /^/ / // ^/ / < / ®e^©.<br />

                                                        CIS<br />

                                                        Full Line Theatre Supply House<br />

                                                        •<br />

                                                        229 S. Church Street P. O. Box 1973<br />

                                                        • Charlotte, N.C. 28201<br />
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                                                    HOUSTON<br />

                                                        ^he world premiere of "Tilt"' was held at<br />

                                                        the Woodlake Cinema March 30 with<br />

                                                        the stars of the film.<br />

                                                        Brooke Shields. Charles<br />

                                                        Diirning and Ken Marshall, here for the<br />

                                                        opening. Producer Mel Simon and director<br />

                                                        Rudy Durand were also on hand, as was<br />

                                                        Jack Valenti. president of the Motion Picture<br />

                                                        Assn. of America.<br />

                                                        James Drury was in town on a promotion<br />

                                                        for this film compainiy's "Rituals," which<br />

                                                        stars Hal Holbrook. It is the current attraction<br />

                                                        at the Majestic OST.<br />

                                                        Cal Habern, motion picture producer and<br />

                                                        head of American Video-Cinema Productions,<br />

                                                        will finish shooting "The Gusher,"' a<br />

                                                        $5 million contemporary movie about oilfield<br />

                                                        roughnecks in Victoria, Tex., and then<br />

                                                        begin filming "Embargo" in the Houston<br />

                                                        area on a $10 million budget. "The Gusher"<br />

                                                        is set for a December premiere.<br />

                                                        Marquee changes: 'Wifemistress. "Disco<br />

                                                        "<br />

                                                        Fever." "Beneath the Valley of the Ultra-<br />

                                                        Vixens."" "'Boulevard Nights." "Buck Rogers<br />

                                                        in the 25th Century," "Evictors," "Hair,"<br />

                                                        "The Passage." "Murder by Decree." "Once<br />

                                                        in Paris." "Singing in the Rain" plus "An<br />

                                                        American in Paris," "Woman Love" plus<br />

                                                        "The Romantic Englishwoman," "Nashville"<br />

                                                        plus "Handle wTth Care," "The Birds"<br />

                                                        1702 Rusk Avenue<br />

                                                        Houston, Texas 77003<br />

                                                        Bob Mortensen<br />

                                                        Dan Waggoner<br />

                                                        plus "Family Plot" plus "Psycho" and the<br />

                                                        double bill of "New York. New 'Vork"' and<br />

                                                        '"Cabaret."<br />

                                                        Films booked into the Rice Media Center<br />

                                                        include "Timnelvision." "Jason and the Argonauts."<br />

                                                        "On the Waterfront." "L'Aventura."<br />

                                                        "Blue Collar." "The Point" and "Little<br />

                                                        Big Man."<br />

                                                        Scheduled into Brown Auditorium at the<br />

                                                        Museum of Fine Arts have been "Winifred<br />

                                                        Wagner," "Jonathan," a 1970 vampire tale<br />

                                                        from Germany, Bo Widerberg's "Adalen<br />

                                                        31," and Carl Dreyer's "Vampyr."<br />

                                                        Plans reportedly call for a second theatre<br />

                                                        to be made out of the existing balcony of<br />

                                                        the Windsor, considered by many to be one<br />

                                                        of the city's most luxurious theatres.<br />

                                                        Cinema-Art Classics Shown<br />

                                                        SAN ANTONIO— St. Mary's University<br />

                                                        will present programs of cinema-arts world<br />

                                                        classics during April which are open to<br />

                                                        the public at no charge. Each program begins<br />

                                                        at 7:30 p.m. in the St. Mary's Continuing<br />

                                                        Education Center auditorium with brief<br />

                                                        comments by an educator specializing in<br />

                                                        the film's material. The Minnie Stevens Piper<br />

                                                        Foundation is funding the cinema-arts<br />

                                                        seminars.<br />

                                                        (713) 654-1461- Off<br />

                                                        (713) 931-0748 -After Hi<br />

                                                        YOUR TOTAL THEATRE SUPPLY DEALER<br />

                                                        Projection & Sound Equip. ,. .. ^ .<br />

                                                        Auditorium & Lobby Equip. jl^^i.^^on<br />

                                                        Concession Equip. & Supplies<br />

                                                        SALES — SERVICE — INSTALLATIONS<br />

                                                        FILMACK IS<br />

                                                        1st<br />

                                                        WITH<br />

                                                        SHOWMEN<br />

                                                        iilRYWHERE<br />

                                                        nn iDPI-BY SYSTEM I<br />

                                                        ORDER FROM FILMACK<br />

                                                        WHENEVER YOU NEED<br />

                                                        CHOICE ^ISPECIAL FILMS<br />

                                                        THE NAME OF FILMACK<br />

                                                        IS SYNONYMOUS WITH<br />

                                                        QUALITY, SERVICE AND<br />

                                                        PRESTIGE TO FILM USERS<br />

                                                        IN THE UNITED STATES.<br />

                                                        DATE STRIPS,<br />

                                                        CROSS PLUGS,<br />

                                                        MERCHANT ADS,<br />

                                                        SPECIAL AN-<br />

                                                        NOUNCEMENTS<br />

                                                        ;R STUDIOS, INC.<br />

                                                        "lue. Chicago<br />

                                                        Is Auditorium's Future<br />

                                                        In Film Production<br />

                                                        SAN ANTONIO—Centro 21,<br />

                                                        the downtown<br />

                                                        San Antonio revitalization task force,<br />

                                                        heard a suggestion that the fire-gutted Municipal<br />

                                                        Auditorium be turned into a motion<br />

                                                        picture production center. Greg Davenport,<br />

                                                        representing Artists Alliance of San Antonio,<br />

                                                        explained why his client would like<br />

                                                        to see the auditorium rebuilt and adapted<br />

                                                        to an electronic communications media center.<br />

                                                        Would Be the Largest<br />

                                                        The center would be the largest (motion<br />

                                                        picture) film production soundstage outside<br />

                                                        of California and New York, with one or<br />

                                                        more small video studios and one or niore<br />

                                                        musical recording studios. Davenport told<br />

                                                        the group. The facility would be used for<br />

                                                        the production of feature films, television<br />

                                                        shows, television commercials, documentaries,<br />

                                                        sales and training films, institutional<br />

                                                        films, radio jingles, film soundtracks and<br />

                                                        records, it was stated by Davenport. He said<br />

                                                        local businesses that would benefit secondarily<br />

                                                        from the media center range from<br />

                                                        hotels and airlines to lumber-paint companies<br />

                                                        and restaurants. Davenport pointed<br />

                                                        out that the film industry in Texas is third<br />

                                                        only to New York and California.<br />

                                                        $70 Million Made in 1978<br />

                                                        Texas movie studios and film consultants<br />

                                                        made about $70 million from feature film<br />

                                                        productions last year, and San Antonio<br />

                                                        should get in on the lucrative act. Davenport<br />

                                                        stated further. He named "Logan's<br />

                                                        Run" and "The Great Waldo Pepper" as<br />

                                                        two of the many movies filmed in the state.<br />

                                                        Davenport would not cite a dollar cost for<br />

                                                        his proposal, but said a recent study shows<br />

                                                        a similar facility would cost about $5 mil-<br />

                                                        SAN ANTONIO<br />

                                                        Qasting director Elizabeth Keigley is holding<br />

                                                        auditions for a role in the major<br />

                                                        motion picture "The Island." Ms. Keigley<br />

                                                        said that she is seeking a lively outgoing<br />

                                                        boy between the ages of ten and 1 2 to play<br />

                                                        the son of Michael Caine. The contemporary<br />

                                                        film is tentatively carrying an R-rating<br />

                                                        before production, and is based on the book<br />

                                                        by Peter Benchley. the author of "Jaws."<br />

                                                        Marquee changes: "Hair." "The Evictors,"<br />

                                                        "Buck Rogers in the 25th Century."<br />

                                                        "Phantasm." "The Manitou." "The House<br />

                                                        by the Lake." "Beyond the Door" plus "The<br />

                                                        Little Girl Who Lives Down the Lane" and<br />

                                                        "Los Recudros del Porvenir" plus "El Principio."<br />

                                                        Actor James Drury was in San Antonio<br />

                                                        recently on a promotional visit for "Rituals."<br />

                                                        a film which his company. Day and<br />

                                                        Date International, owns. The films stars<br />

                                                        Hal Holbrook and has opened at the Judson.<br />

                                                        .Aztec. San Pedro. Mission. UA Ingram,<br />

                                                        UA Movies and Wcstwood Twin.<br />
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                                                    Butler's 'Hair' Grows<br />

                                                        On Chicago Film Fans<br />

                                                        CHICAGO — "Hair" was the big news for<br />

                                                        the week. United Artists' pubhcist Ellen<br />

                                                        Davis and her assistant Dennis Kuczajda did<br />

                                                        an effective job on advance promotion for<br />

                                                        the Midwest premiere at the McClurg Court<br />

                                                        Thcatic.<br />

                                                        According to early figures following initial<br />

                                                        openings, "Hair" business will be substantial.<br />

                                                        Michael Butler, a scion of one of Chicago's<br />

                                                        most affluent families, nurtured the<br />

                                                        stage production of "Hair" when he was<br />

                                                        considered a middle-aged hippie.<br />

                                                        Ten years later, as a mature hippie, he<br />

                                                        was present at the opening to witness audience<br />

                                                        reaction; the audience was noisily responsive<br />

                                                        and applause was generous.<br />

                                                        Milos Forman, Czech-born director, was<br />

                                                        especially satisfied with audience response.<br />

                                                        He said here that there had been some opposition<br />

                                                        to his doing "Hair."<br />

                                                        Forman paid special tribute to Chicago.<br />

                                                        He noted that his first American success,<br />

                                                        "One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest," drew<br />

                                                        its initial important acclaim at the Chicago<br />

                                                        International Film Festival.<br />

                                                        Gene Siskel,<br />

                                                        Chicago Tribune movie critic,<br />

                                                        gave the film version of "Hair" four<br />

                                                        stars. He wrote, "It's much better than the<br />

                                                        original play. The film version is much better<br />

                                                        because it's a more artful experience."<br />

                                                        Siskel said also, "Forman's "Hair' is a<br />

                                                        declarative statement that there are not two<br />

                                                        sides to the issue of personal freedom."<br />

                                                        Exhibitors generally agree that the film<br />

                                                        is a winner. But there are some exhibitors<br />

                                                        in this group who expressed the opinion<br />

                                                        that the raucous segments of the film could<br />

                                                        result in a reversal of the irresponsible existence<br />

                                                        which took place in<br />

                                                        the '60s.<br />

                                                        But if there is widespread agreement with<br />

                                                        a youthful cashier in one of the theatres, a<br />

                                                        turn to a "revolution" more to the right is<br />

                                                        questionable. Her enthusiastic statement:<br />

                                                        " 'Hair' is the greatest movie I've ever seen.<br />

                                                        I hope that type of existence goes on and<br />

                                                        on!"<br />

                                                        One more note about opening night:<br />

                                                        When the audience exited the theatre, the<br />

                                                        floors and aisles were littered with empty<br />

                                                        popcorn cartons and pop cans and cups--<br />

                                                        just like the park which was the habitat of<br />

                                                        the<br />

                                                        "Hair" group.<br />

                                                        Guy Thorne Dead at 83<br />

                                                        SANDSTONE. MINN.—Guy Thorne.<br />

                                                        83. an exhibitor for 51 at years the Vogue<br />

                                                        Theatre, died March 10.<br />

                                                        During his career Thorne played violin<br />

                                                        in many pit orchestras in many theatres<br />

                                                        throughout the Midwest. Later he formed<br />

                                                        his own orchestra, but was forced to discontinue<br />

                                                        playing professionally following an<br />

                                                        ear operation.<br />

                                                        Thorne and his wife Dorothy supplied<br />

                                                        violin and piano background music to silent<br />

                                                        films playing in the Vogue.<br />
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                                                        COM LSI— Cooper Theatres' managing<br />

                                                        director Joel Thorn conducted a<br />

                                                        contest to promote "Invasion of the<br />

                                                        Body Snatchers." The prize was lunch<br />

                                                        with the film's star, Leonard Nimoy.<br />

                                                        (seated) who was in Minneapolis appearing<br />

                                                        in "Vincent," a one-man show.<br />

                                                        Pictured are, from left: Ron Butwin of<br />

                                                        Rudolph's Restaurant; Sam Sherwood<br />

                                                        of WAYL Radio; Joel Thom, Commonwealth<br />

                                                        Theatres, and Dennis Babcock<br />

                                                        of the Cuthrie Theatre.<br />

                                                        ST.<br />

                                                        LOUIS<br />

                                                        JJurricane," Dino De Laurentiis'<br />

                                                        remake of<br />

                                                        the 1937 film, a $20-million production<br />

                                                        with a fictional setting in<br />

                                                        American<br />

                                                        Samoa, opens April 13 at Mark Twain,<br />

                                                        Cypress, Grandview and Chesterfield.<br />

                                                        With eight Academy Award nominations,<br />

                                                        "Coming Home" is doing just that after its<br />

                                                        initial appearance here in spring of '78. It<br />

                                                        will be shown at Halls Ferry. Ronnie's and<br />

                                                        Cypress beginning April 13.<br />

                                                        St. Louis was chosen as one of the few<br />

                                                        cities for the premiere of "Tilt," because<br />

                                                        producer Rudy Durand is vitally interested<br />

                                                        in learning the reaction of people in this<br />

                                                        area rather than New York or Bel Air's<br />

                                                        movie colony. The story of a relationship<br />

                                                        between a 14-year-old pinball whiz and an<br />

                                                        aspiring young rock singer opened April 6<br />

                                                        at Esquire. Lewis & Clark. Crestwood.<br />

                                                        Woods Mill and Cameo. Alton, III. Charles<br />

                                                        Durning appears as "the Whale" in the exciting<br />

                                                        yarn of pinball competition which<br />

                                                        should appeal to the estimated 28 million<br />

                                                        fans of the game throughout the country.<br />

                                                        "Richard Pryor—Live in Concert" is on<br />

                                                        the screens of Cypress Village. Halls Ferry<br />

                                                        and Stadium 2.<br />

                                                        "Take Down" from Buena Vista rated<br />

                                                        three-and-a-half stars from critic Frank<br />

                                                        Hunter who finds the film an uplifting<br />

                                                        sports comedy-drama zeroing in on some<br />

                                                        attractive in teenagers a Rocky Mountain<br />

                                                        high school. The film is showing at Halls<br />

                                                        Ferry, Des Peres, Ronnie's, St. Ann and<br />

                                                        Cinema 4.<br />

                                                        C. R. Frank Popcorn and Supply Co.<br />

                                                        will be displaying their wares at Showa-Rama<br />

                                                        in Kansas City's Crown Center<br />

                                                        April 24-25.<br />

                                                        The former Debbie Kuse, now Mrs. Phil-<br />

                                                        lip Strinni, has returned to her duties as<br />

                                                        distributors' advertising representative at the<br />

                                                        Robert E. Johnson Agency.<br />

                                                        Chuck Norman, owner of WGNU Radio<br />

                                                        and popular columnist, says in "Things I<br />

                                                        Don't Undeistand": "An R-rated movie<br />

                                                        which requires anyone under 17 to be accompanied<br />

                                                        by an adult. If it's too rough<br />

                                                        for the kid to see by himself, why is it<br />

                                                        okay if he brings an adult along Using<br />

                                                        that same reasoning, why couldn't a sixteen-year-old<br />

                                                        go into a tavern and have a<br />

                                                        beer if he's accompanied by an adult"<br />

                                                        MINNEAPOLIS<br />

                                                        The final week of March found only one<br />

                                                        new picture, "The Wackiest Wagon<br />

                                                        Train in the West," opening. But almost all<br />

                                                        holdover situations saw grosses edge upward<br />

                                                        from the preceding week.<br />

                                                        The Movie.s at Maplewood, a six-screen<br />

                                                        theatre complex owned and operated by<br />

                                                        United Artists Theatres Inc. and situated<br />

                                                        in the St. Paul suburb of Maplewood, will<br />

                                                        be enlarged to a nine-screen situation. Construction<br />

                                                        is to begin shortly, with completion<br />

                                                        due in mid-summer. It is believed this<br />

                                                        will make the Maplewood one of the largest<br />

                                                        multi-screen complexes in the nation. In the<br />

                                                        Greater Twin Cities. UA Theatres also operates<br />

                                                        The Movies at Cottage Grove, The<br />

                                                        Movies at Burnsville and The Movies at<br />

                                                        Eden Prairie.<br />

                                                        Meanwhile, Ron Kuharski has been named<br />

                                                        manager of The Movies at Maplewood.<br />

                                                        Kuharski shifts over from The Movies at<br />

                                                        Cottage Grove. Jim Madvig. who had been<br />

                                                        at the Maplewood helm, moves to the Cottage<br />

                                                        Grove.<br />

                                                        Dick Maiek, Warner Bros, branch manager,<br />

                                                        set an Easter territorywide break for<br />

                                                        "Superman" with almost 40 prints involved.<br />

                                                        Walt Badger, United Artists branch boss,<br />

                                                        held an advance showing of "Hair" March<br />

                                                        29 at the Plitt Skyway Theatre here. The<br />

                                                        event was part of a promotion for the film<br />

                                                        done in conjunction with radio station<br />

                                                        KQRS and also involving RCA Records,<br />

                                                        which has the soundtrack album. "Hair"<br />

                                                        opened its regular run the next day.<br />

                                                        Forrie Myers, Paramount branch manager,<br />

                                                        set<br />

                                                        "Hurricane" for an April 12 bow<br />

                                                        at the World Theatre, the Northtown and<br />

                                                        The Movies at Burnsville here and at the<br />

                                                        Roseville, Cine 4 and The Movies at Maplewood<br />

                                                        in St. Paul. Meanwhile, Myers has<br />

                                                        "Foul Play" set for an April 20 TV saturation<br />

                                                        with 26 prints working, and "Grease"<br />

                                                        (off screens since January) will hit May 18<br />

                                                        in another TV saturation with 36 prints<br />

                                                        working.<br />

                                                        THEATRE EQUIPMENT<br />

                                                        -Everyihing for the Theatre"<br />

                                                        No. CAWTOL AVE., INDIANAPOLIS, INC.<br />

                                                        MW-1

                                                    

                                                    ' "<br />

                                                        . 75<br />

                                                        i.^:mmnmmm^^^xm^^'im^'<br />

                                                        Minneapolis<br />

                                                        FIRST RUN REPORT<br />

                                                        Agatha (WB), Park. 4th wk 145<br />

                                                        The Brink's Job (Univ), Hopkins.<br />

                                                        6th wk 50<br />

                                                        The China Syndrome (Col). Cooper,<br />

                                                        Southdale. 2nd wk 395<br />

                                                        The Deer Hunter (Univ), Mann.<br />

                                                        5th wk 270<br />

                                                        Every Which Way But Loose (WB),<br />

                                                        Northtown, Southdale. 14th wk 110<br />

                                                        Fast Break (Col), 3 theatres, 3rd wk. ... 1 10<br />

                                                        Get Out Your Handkerchiefs (New<br />

                                                        Line). Skyway 111. 4th wk 130<br />

                                                        The Glacier Fox (Sanrio), 5 theatres.<br />

                                                        4th wk 55<br />

                                                        The Great Train Robbery (UA).<br />

                                                        Cameo, 7th wk 135<br />

                                                        Halloween (Compass), Brookdale East,<br />

                                                        Edina 11, 8th wk 150<br />

                                                        Movie Movie (WB), Hopkins, 9th wk. . .<br />

                                                        25<br />

                                                        Murder by Decree (Avco)<br />

                                                        4 theatres, 4th wk 95<br />

                                                        Norma Rae (20th-Fox), Edina I.<br />

                                                        2nd wk. 360<br />

                                                        The North Avenue Irregulars (BV),<br />

                                                        3 theatres, 6th wk 110<br />

                                                        Same Time, Next Year (Univ),<br />

                                                        Skyway 1, 7th wk 100<br />

                                                        Superman (WB), Brookdale.<br />

                                                        Southtown, 15th wk 240<br />

                                                        Take Down (BV), 3 theatres, 4th wk. . .<br />

                                                        45<br />

                                                        The Wackiest Wagon Train in the<br />

                                                        West (Topar), 7 theatres, 1st wk 90<br />

                                                        The Warriors (Para), Skyway II,<br />

                                                        7th wk 125<br />

                                                        ll.c I'Mi-hic (SR). ;^ ihc.iMcs. :iul wk. .120<br />

                                                        liichard Pryor— Live in Concert (SEE),<br />

                                                        Empire, 7th wk 60<br />

                                                        Same Time, Next Year (Univ),<br />

                                                        Glenwood, 5th wk 165<br />

                                                        The Warriors (Para), 4 theatres,<br />

                                                        7th wk 90<br />

                                                        Chicago<br />

                                                        Agatha (WB), 4 theatres, 4th wk 250<br />

                                                        Autumn Sonata (NW), Biograph,<br />

                                                        15th wk 200<br />

                                                        The Brink's Job (Univ), 3 theatres,<br />

                                                        3rd wk 150<br />

                                                        The China Syndrome (Col). 1 1 theatres,<br />

                                                        2nd wk 400<br />

                                                        The Deer Hunter (Univ), Esquire,<br />

                                                        3rd wk 600<br />

                                                        Fast Break (Col), 8 theatres, 5th wk. . .<br />

                                                        175<br />

                                                        Hair (UA), 1 1 theatres 400<br />

                                                        Hardcore (Col), 7 theatres, 5th wk 175<br />

                                                        Murder by Decree (Avco), 6 theatres,<br />

                                                        3rd wk 150<br />

                                                        Norma Rae (20th-Fox). 7 theatres,<br />

                                                        4th wk 175<br />

                                                        Richard Pryor—Live in Concert,<br />

                                                        Roosevelt, 8th wk 250<br />

                                                        Same Time, Next Year (Univ),<br />

                                                        3 theatres, 7th wk 150<br />

                                                        Superman (WB). 9 theatres, 14th wk. . .200<br />

                                                        The Warriors (Para), 3 theatres,<br />

                                                        7th wk 225<br />

                                                        KANSAS CITY<br />

                                                        Qommonwealth Amusement Corp. has an-<br />

                                                        Kansas City inounced the following realignment of<br />

                                                        Agatha (WB), 3 theatres. 4th wk. .... 95 district managers effective March 26, 1979.<br />

                                                        The Brink's Job (Univ), 4 theatres, Bert English was transferred from Roswell<br />

                                                        6th wk 70 to Albuquerque, N.M. Danny Smart is mov-<br />

                                                        The China Syndrome (Col), 3 theatres, ing from Kansas City to be based in Spring-<br />

                                                        2nd wk 355 field. Mo. Web Meredith came from Albu-<br />

                                                        Circlc of Iron (Avco), 7 theatres, querque to be located in Kansas City. Phil<br />

                                                        1st wk 115 Blakey, formerly district manager in Okla-<br />

                                                        Days of Heaven (Para), Fine Arts. homa City, has been promoted to division<br />

                                                        5th wk<br />

                                                        1 25 manager and will be located in Denver.<br />

                                                        The Deer Hunter (Univ). Ranchmart.<br />

                                                        Frank Jones has moved from Springfield to<br />

                                                        4th wk 350 Oklahoma City. Darrell Manes is to remain<br />

                                                        Every Which Way But Loose (WB), as division manager in Kansas City.<br />

                                                        .<br />

                                                        Fa^tB^MCou''5"heatre.:4;h wk.:::i Ky 102 R^io hc^ed__a sneak showing<br />

                                                        Fiona (SR), 3 theatres, 1st wk 90 of United Art.st s Ha,r at the Midland<br />

                                                        Theatre<br />

                                                        The Glacier Fox<br />

                                                        March 28. The preview was attend-<br />

                                                        (SR), 8 theatres.<br />

                                                        ,<br />

                                                        T ed by a large crowd and there were many<br />

                                                        j^ 150<br />

                                                        familiar faces from Filmrow Dick Dur-<br />

                                                        Th'e^Grateful DeadVsR')'. Midland.'<br />

                                                        , ,<br />

                                                        ^1^<br />

                                                        Th'e Great Train Robbery' (UA)'. 'oak<br />

                                                        30<br />

                                                        "<br />

                                                        wood and his wife, Hal McClurc and son,<br />

                                                        Doug, Bev and Mary Margaret Miller and<br />

                                                        100 Park, Seville, 7th wk<br />

                                                        Terne Gray were among those attending.<br />

                                                        Hardcore (Col), Valley View, 7th wk.<br />

                                                        p,^y^ Brethour, division manager of<br />

                                                        Murder by Decree rAvco), 6 theatres. Warner Bros., Chicago, spent a long wcek-<br />

                                                        1st wk. 190<br />

                                                        ^^^ j^ Kansas City combining business with<br />

                                                        Norma Rae (20th-Fox). 3 theatics,<br />

                                                        branch<br />

                                                        2nd wk 230<br />

                                                        ^ yj^jj (^ j^j^ jq^ jgpry Brethour,<br />

                                                        rnanaaer of Avco Embassv here.<br />

                                                        The North Avenue Irregulars (BV),<br />

                                                        5 theatres, 6th wk 235 The WOMPI March meeting was held at<br />

                                                        Patty Poessiger's house March 28. The next<br />

                                                        meeting will be at Sue Hawley's house April<br />

                                                        at 6:30 p.m. Members are asked to help fill<br />

                                                        Easter baskets April 10 at Bev Johnston's<br />

                                                        office at the K.C. ticket office. 1703 Wyandotte,<br />

                                                        after work.<br />

                                                        MILWAUKEE<br />

                                                        The national NATO board meeting Scottsdale,<br />

                                                        Ariz, was attended by Ranee Mason<br />

                                                        and Ben Marcus as representatives for<br />

                                                        NATO of Wisconsin & Upper Michigan.<br />

                                                        Ranee is NATO president and a director<br />

                                                        while Ben is chairman of the board.<br />

                                                        The triple-feature seems to have become<br />

                                                        a successful draw at downtown movie<br />

                                                        houses. Towards the end of March the<br />

                                                        Strand Showcase was offering "Black Mamma,<br />

                                                        White Mamma," "The Abominable Dr.<br />

                                                        Phibes" and "Killers Three." all for the admisson<br />

                                                        tab of $1.75 (children $1). Cinema<br />

                                                        1 & 2 had "Superman" and "Green Hornet"<br />

                                                        in No. 1, "Kung-Fu Hercules," "Goodbye<br />

                                                        Bruce Lee," and "Switchblade Sisters" in<br />

                                                        No. 2— "all seats $1.50."<br />

                                                        Centre Cinema Twins had "Hong Kong<br />

                                                        Strong Man," "Tiger From Hong Kong"<br />

                                                        and "The Young Dragon" in No. 1, "Blacula,"<br />

                                                        "Cannibal Girls," and "Food of the<br />

                                                        Gods" at No. 2. Altogether this makes a<br />

                                                        total of 14 different pictures being screened<br />

                                                        at the three theatres on Wisconsin Ave.,<br />

                                                        between sixth and second streets.<br />

                                                        Currently back in Milwaukee is F. J.<br />

                                                        Clumb. formerly manager of the Riverside<br />

                                                        Theatre, who has been renewing acquaintanceships<br />

                                                        along Filmrow.<br />

                                                        Ruby Isle Theatre in Brookfield had a<br />

                                                        special offer for male moviegoers on a recent<br />

                                                        Monday evenings: "Tonight! Guys<br />

                                                        bring your girl free to the 7:00 or 9:00 show<br />

                                                        with' this ad." The film attraction was<br />

                                                        "Heaven Can Wait."<br />

                                                        Rivoli Theatre in Cedarburg, community<br />

                                                        a dozen miles north of Milwaukee, has announced<br />

                                                        it has only one showing per evening,<br />

                                                        Monday through Thursday. Walt Disney's<br />

                                                        "The North Avenue Irregulars" was<br />

                                                        the current attraction for at least one week.<br />

                                                        Local industry people are watching with<br />

                                                        interest the new ambitious "Ringmaster<br />

                                                        Package" being offered the public by the<br />

                                                        Melody Top Theatre. This "package" includes:<br />

                                                        four choice seats for Saturday 9:30<br />

                                                        performances only, up-front parking and a<br />

                                                        pass to the Ringmaster Lounge which is<br />

                                                        open before the show, during intermission<br />

                                                        and after the show. Following the show, the<br />

                                                        stars join you in the Ringmaster Lounge so<br />

                                                        you may meet them. The Ringmaster Package<br />

                                                        sells for $240.<br />

                                                        Shows during the summer season include<br />

                                                        "Mame," "A Connecticut Yankee" and<br />

                                                        "Call Me Madam."<br />

                                                        Countryside Twins in Muskego. a Milwaukee<br />

                                                        suburb, now has "$1 Nites" on<br />

                                                        MW-2<br />
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                                                    1<br />

                                                        check<br />

                                                        .<br />

                                                        mcnts.<br />

                                                        Vilas County News-Review. The writer accused<br />

                                                        the local television station of poor<br />

                                                        judgment in scheduling a motion picture on<br />

                                                        the same day it opened a three-day run at<br />

                                                        the local Vilas Theatre in Eagle River.<br />

                                                        The letter, headlined "TV competition<br />

                                                        unfair to theatre," stated: "The next time<br />

                                                        a television network station considers scheduling<br />

                                                        a 'family fare' first-run movie for<br />

                                                        prime time viewing, the least it can do is<br />

                                                        first with the owners of the Vilas Theatre<br />

                                                        before making a final decision. It was<br />

                                                        a shame that Channel 12 televised 'The<br />

                                                        Sound of Music' the day the Vilas Theatre<br />

                                                        opened a three-day run of the same movie.<br />

                                                        The theatre's owners are to be commended<br />

                                                        for their efforts to offer a more varied program<br />

                                                        for their customers.<br />

                                                        "Our family certainly enjoyed the uninterrupted<br />

                                                        screening of an award-winning<br />

                                                        classic. We fully support our local theatre.<br />

                                                        Sincerely,<br />

                                                        River."<br />

                                                        (signed) Frank H. Surpless, Eagle<br />

                                                        Columbia College Sponsors<br />

                                                        Illinois Filmmakers Fest<br />

                                                        CHICAGO—The film department of Columbia<br />

                                                        College will sponsor the fourth Illinois<br />

                                                        Filmmakers' Festival, which will culminate<br />

                                                        in a public showing May 20 at Chicago's<br />

                                                        Biograph Theatre. Prizes will be<br />

                                                        awarded to the two best films.<br />

                                                        Entries are now being solicited on a<br />

                                                        statewide basis. Films must be 16mm and<br />

                                                        may be professionally or student-produced.<br />

                                                        All genres of film documentary, animation,<br />

                                                        dramatic, etc., will be considered in the<br />

                                                        judging by a panel of professional filmmakers<br />

                                                        from throughout the state.<br />

                                                        Previous festivals have been limited to<br />

                                                        the Chicago area. With increased funding<br />

                                                        from the Illinois Arts Council, the scope of<br />

                                                        this year'a festival has been expanded to<br />

                                                        statewide. Anthony Loeb, chairperson of<br />

                                                        Columbia's film department, continues to<br />

                                                        serve as festival<br />

                                                        director.<br />

                                                        CHICAGO<br />

                                                        Mondays and Wednesdays. The screen attractions<br />

                                                        1<br />

                                                        in recently was a double Walt<br />

                                                        Disney show of "Pinocchio" and "The<br />

                                                        Small One," while No. 2 had "That's Entertainment,"<br />

                                                        a:nd "That's Entertainment<br />

                                                        fjenry G. Plitt, president of Plitt Theatres<br />

                                                        Inc., told some 1,500 delegates who<br />

                                                        Part 2." These, the management pointed<br />

                                                        are "together for the first time."<br />

                                                        attended the recent ShoWesT '79 convention<br />

                                                        show "Going the<br />

                                                        out.<br />

                                                        and trade that to<br />

                                                        movies as an evening out will remain as<br />

                                                        America's chief form of entertainment." In<br />

                                                        Oriental Landmark Theatre on the city's<br />

                                                        jast side is dispensing with film fare on evenings<br />

                                                        in April to present live stage entertainment:<br />

                                                        addressing the group, Plitt focused on seven<br />

                                                        contemporary issues which he termed "detours<br />

                                                        The Orginal Roxy Music featur-<br />

                                                        in the road to the future."<br />

                                                        In referring to such problems Bryan Ferry with special guest Atlantis<br />

                                                        ing as product<br />

                                                        over-bidding, pay television and<br />

                                                        April 11, and a "New Multi-Media Show."<br />

                                                        shortage,<br />

                                                        blind bidding, Plitt affirmed his faith m the<br />

                                                        Tubes, with special guest April Wine<br />

                                                        the<br />

                                                        survival of the film. He advised theatre<br />

                                                        15. Reserved seats for either concert<br />

                                                        April<br />

                                                        arc $7,50. A local booking agency, I-andmark<br />

                                                        owners to fully merchandise their pictures<br />

                                                        Productions, is making all airange-<br />

                                                        and not to overbuild.<br />

                                                        Plitt also talked on the roles of advertis-<br />

                                                        ing, film terms and independent producers<br />

                                                        First-run films coming to Beertown:<br />

                                                        and distributors. He emphasized the importance<br />

                                                        of moving ahead by declaring, "There<br />

                                                        Hurricane" April 12 at Movies Northridge,<br />

                                                        Mall Triplex, Skyway Triplex and<br />

                                                        Spring not really a road ahead, but there is a<br />

                                                        is<br />

                                                        superhighway lurking out there somewhere.<br />

                                                        Scotsland Cinemas; "A Perfect Couple" at<br />

                                                        Spring Mall Triplex.<br />

                                                        But we have to get moving and trudge to it;<br />

                                                        not going to change directions and come<br />

                                                        it's<br />

                                                        The kind of "letter to the editor" that exhibitors<br />

                                                        to us!"<br />

                                                        like to see appeared recently in<br />

                                                        the<br />

                                                        BOXOFFICE April 9, 1979<br />

                                                        After a successful run of 15 weeks at the<br />

                                                        Biograph Theatre, "Autumn Sonata" is moving<br />

                                                        out to make way for "The Duelist." The<br />

                                                        film is adapted from the novel by Joseph<br />

                                                        Conrad.<br />

                                                        "Fast Break" has been a<br />

                                                        very good grosser<br />

                                                        at the Evanston 1, according to Alice<br />

                                                        Moore, manager. With "Buck Rogers" coming<br />

                                                        in as the next attraction, Mrs. Moore<br />

                                                        holds special hope that business will continue<br />

                                                        at a lively pace. The roof of the Evanston<br />

                                                        2 collapsed under the weight of last<br />

                                                        January's<br />

                                                        heavy snow, and until extensive repairs<br />

                                                        are completed, business volume depends<br />

                                                        on Evanston 1 operations.<br />

                                                        Harry Freedberg, brother of Leo Freedberg,<br />

                                                        is back as general manager for the<br />

                                                        Coronet, Montclare, Deerpath and Tiffin<br />

                                                        theatres. Leo's son Marty is also now involved<br />

                                                        in the management activities. Aaron<br />

                                                        Shiesman's Allied Theatres Film Buying and<br />

                                                        Bookimig organization does the booking for<br />

                                                        all<br />

                                                        four theatres.<br />

                                                        Barbara Gillespie is now manager of the<br />

                                                        Tiffin Theatre.<br />

                                                        "Hurricane" with Jason Robards, Mia<br />

                                                        Farrow, Timothy Bottoms and Trevor<br />

                                                        Howard is currently the center of attention<br />

                                                        at Paramount. Radio spots and area screenings<br />

                                                        precede the opening set for April 13.<br />

                                                        Golf Min patrons will not in the future<br />

                                                        have to brave the elements. Work on a modern,<br />

                                                        ceilinged mall probably start this summer.<br />

                                                        A survey indicates that 92 stores in<br />

                                                        area favor the idea of a mall.<br />

                                                        the<br />

                                                        Bene Stein, general manager of the Golf<br />

                                                        Mill theatres, said, " 'Hair' grossed in excess<br />

                                                        of $18,000 over the weekend alone!" Columbia's<br />

                                                        "Fast Break" has had a very successful<br />

                                                        run at the Golf Mill, according to<br />

                                                        Stein. He said upcoming bookings include<br />

                                                        "The Champ," April 6; "Alien," May 25;<br />

                                                        "Rocky 11" June 15,<br />

                                                        June 22.<br />

                                                        and "The Main Event,'<br />

                                                        Columbia Pictures' "Hanover Street "<br />

                                                        with<br />

                                                        Christopher Plummer, Harrison Ford and<br />

                                                        Lesley-Ann Down is set for a series of<br />

                                                        screenings prior to a mid-May opening.<br />

                                                        Some benefit showings are planned for this<br />

                                                        movie, a throwback to the '40s. It's a love<br />

                                                        story taking place in Worid War II, when<br />

                                                        a blitz in<br />

                                                        London was a regular event.<br />

                                                        In March, Columbia's "The Fifth Musketeer"<br />

                                                        arrives for multiple openings. It was<br />

                                                        originally filmed under the title of "Man<br />

                                                        in the Iron Mask," which was the title of a<br />

                                                        novel by Alexandre Dumas. "The Fifth<br />

                                                        Musketeer" has a big cast of well-knowns<br />

                                                        including Jose Ferrer, Rex Harrison, Olivia<br />

                                                        de Haviland, Beau Bridges, Ursula Andress,<br />

                                                        Cornel Wilde and Lloyd Bridges.<br />

                                                        April and May releases from New World<br />

                                                        Pictures of Chicago include "Secrets" with<br />

                                                        Jacqueline Bisset; "Rock 'n Roll High<br />

                                                        School" and "The Brood." New World's<br />

                                                        "Autumn Sonata," one of the top grossers<br />

                                                        for the past weeks, will be going into a first<br />

                                                        subruin after it moves out of the Biograph.<br />

                                                        The FUni Center at the Art Institute will<br />

                                                        start April with a series of Charies Boyer<br />

                                                        films. First on the list are "Mayeriing."<br />

                                                        (1937); "The Earrings of Madame De .<br />

                                                        (1953) and "Slavisky" (1974).<br />

                                                        A jazz and film program will also highlight<br />

                                                        April. Rare clips of such jazz performers<br />

                                                        as Billy Holiday, Glen Miller and<br />

                                                        Chariie Parker will be shown. David Chertok,<br />

                                                        collector of the films, will be here to<br />

                                                        personally present the program. During the<br />

                                                        latter part of April, the Film Center will<br />

                                                        show a series of Japanese and American<br />

                                                        science fiction<br />

                                                        films.<br />

                                                        The Chicago International Film Festival<br />

                                                        is adding a number of new categories of informational<br />

                                                        and educational films to the<br />

                                                        1979 competition. And. in hoiior of the festival's<br />

                                                        15th anniversary celebration, a special<br />

                                                        award will be given to the production<br />

                                                        which is judged best of Intercom. Intercom<br />

                                                        is a division of the Chicago International<br />

                                                        Film Festival, a not-for-profit, tax-exempt<br />

                                                        cultural and educational organization. Michael<br />

                                                        J. Kutza Jr., festival founder and director,<br />

                                                        said June 1 1 is the deadline for entries.<br />

                                                        Robert Conrad, in a letter to Mona Ma-<br />
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                                                        toba, film coordinator in the mayor's office.<br />

                                                        said if industry members want total cooperation<br />

                                                        in filmmaking. Chicago is one of<br />

                                                        the great major cities in the world. The letter<br />

                                                        rioted that •"The Duke," shot here during<br />

                                                        severe winter weather last January, was<br />

                                                        completed two days ahead of schedule because<br />

                                                        of help from the mayor's office, the<br />

                                                        fire department and Local 714 Teamsters'<br />

                                                        Union.<br />

                                                        Lucy Salenger, who heads up the Illinois<br />

                                                        Film Office, said on returning from the<br />

                                                        West Coast that it is possble eight to ten<br />

                                                        movies may be filmed in Illinois locations<br />

                                                        this year. Initial estimations indicate that if<br />

                                                        these programs take place here, the state<br />

                                                        could benefit by as much as $5 to $6 million.<br />

                                                        Dick Kordos will move from the Marriott<br />

                                                        Lincolnshire Theatre to a new 3.000-seat<br />

                                                        theatre in Merrillville,<br />

                                                        Ind.<br />

                                                        During the month of April, the Chicago<br />

                                                        Children's Film Center Facets Multimedia's<br />

                                                        series of films for kids features a Pippi<br />

                                                        Longstocking film festival. Four Pippi films<br />

                                                        will be presented. Screenings of the Children's<br />

                                                        Film Festival are on' consecutive Saturdays<br />

                                                        and Sundays at 2 p.m. at the center,<br />

                                                        1517 West Fullerton Ave., Chicago. General<br />

                                                        admission is 50 cents for kids and $1<br />

                                                        for adults.<br />

                                                        Twenteith Century-Fo.x's "A Perfect Couple"<br />

                                                        will be screened prior to the formal<br />

                                                        opening in April. Arm Ryerson, a Chicagoan,<br />

                                                        has a role in this Robert Altman movie.<br />

                                                        "A Perfect Couple" presents a look at<br />

                                                        what happens to a couple who meet through<br />

                                                        a computer dating service.<br />

                                                        Coming up on the Fox agenda is "Dreamer,"<br />

                                                        which was filmed in southern Illinois.<br />

                                                        It stars Tim Matheson, Susan Blakely and<br />

                                                        Jack Wardon.<br />

                                                        "Alien," another new Fox film, with the<br />

                                                        action taking place in outer space, is due<br />

                                                        to open May 25. This happens to be two<br />

                                                        years to the day after "Star Wars" made<br />

                                                        such a big splash.<br />

                                                        Wm. Lange & A.ssociates are preparing<br />

                                                        an extensive campaign for the spring openings<br />

                                                        of "Dawn of the Dead," referred to as<br />

                                                        another horror classic by George A. Romero.<br />

                                                        And it's a sequel to "Night of the<br />

                                                        Living Dead," also directed by Romero. It<br />

                                                        had a very successful run in this area recently.<br />

                                                        American Management Corp., based in<br />

                                                        Kansas City, is opening a sixplex in suburban<br />

                                                        Barrington. It is to be known as the<br />

                                                        Harrington Square 1-6. Advance word on<br />

                                                        this new operation sets the opening date as<br />

                                                        Sept. 28. American Management Corp. already<br />

                                                        owns a sixplex in the Ogden Mall in<br />

                                                        the Napervillc. 111.<br />

                                                        area.<br />

                                                        'The Warriors' Caught m Tug-of-War<br />

                                                        As Para 'Shrugs Off Responsibility'<br />

                                                        ST. PAUL—For "The Warriors," Paramount's<br />

                                                        gang-war action-adventure, there's<br />

                                                        been as much hassling, tussling and suspense<br />

                                                        off the screen as on it. And in St. Paul,<br />

                                                        the picture got caught up in a case of nowyou-see-it,<br />

                                                        now-you-don't . . and nowyou-see-it-again.<br />

                                                        "The Warriors" opened Feb. 16 at The<br />

                                                        Movies at Maplewood and The Movies at<br />

                                                        Cottage Grove, and in Minneapolis at the<br />

                                                        Skyway Theatre. The Maplewood and Cottage<br />

                                                        Grove multi-screen complexes are<br />

                                                        operated by United Artists Theatre Corp.<br />

                                                        The Skyway is part of the Plitt theatre circuit.<br />

                                                        Grosses Through the Roof<br />

                                                        In each city, boxoffice action went right<br />

                                                        through the roof. And the Twin Cities<br />

                                                        weren't exceptions. Grosses at almost all of<br />

                                                        the picture's openings were dynamite. But<br />

                                                        then came explosive action of a different<br />

                                                        sort.<br />

                                                        Violence was reported in connection with<br />

                                                        the showing in Boston, a shooting was reported<br />

                                                        at a Palm Springs, Calif., drive-in<br />

                                                        playing "The Warriors," and in Oxnard,<br />

                                                        Calif., a knifing death occurred.<br />

                                                        Paramount, going through the ritual of<br />

                                                        denying the movie was the cause of these<br />

                                                        outbursts, nevertheless moved quickly to put<br />

                                                        itself at arm's length from the film, which<br />

                                                        it is distributing (though it did not produce<br />

                                                        it). Paramount informed theatres that the<br />

                                                        studio would pay salaries of security guards<br />

                                                        it urged be posted in movie houses during<br />

                                                        the run of "Warriors."<br />

                                                        And it also informed theatres it would<br />

                                                        no longer participate in what's called "coop<br />

                                                        advertising" for the movie. (Under contract<br />

                                                        terms for many movies, the studios<br />

                                                        take a healthy bite of the boxoffice money<br />

                                                        —but also agree to pay anywhere fiom 50<br />

                                                        to 70 per cent of advertising for the film.)<br />

                                                        UATC Was Angered<br />

                                                        This move apparently angered the United<br />

                                                        Artists circuit, even though there were clear<br />

                                                        indications that contract terms for "Warriors"<br />

                                                        would be adjusted to compensate for<br />

                                                        the advertising pull-out. It was plain that<br />

                                                        Paramount was trying to divorce itself from<br />

                                                        its own picture, putting all responsibility<br />

                                                        for it.s showing on individual theatres.<br />

                                                        The UA home office flashed the word<br />

                                                        to its chain of theatres: Paramount has<br />

                                                        broken the contract, so yank the movie.<br />

                                                        Both The Movies at Maplewood and The<br />

                                                        Movies at Cottage Grove immediately did<br />

                                                        so . . . after the showings for Friday, Feb.<br />

                                                        23, the start of the movie's second rousing<br />

                                                        week. Large ads appeared in the St. Paul<br />

                                                        papers that day, proclaiming "start of a<br />

                                                        second week!"<br />

                                                        But those arriving the next day at the<br />

                                                        Maplewood found "Warriors" gone. In its<br />

                                                        place, customers found the Clint Eastwood<br />

                                                        film, "Every Which Way But Loose." At<br />

                                                        Cottage Grove, the replacement picture was<br />

                                                        "Death on the Nile."<br />

                                                        Meanwhile, the Skyway in Minneapolis<br />

                                                        continued to play "The Warriors" to lusty<br />

                                                        ticket action. There bad been no incidents<br />

                                                        of violence in either city. Maplewood manager<br />

                                                        Jim Madvig said; "We had no trouble<br />

                                                        at all. We did sensational business. But when<br />

                                                        instructions came from our home office,<br />

                                                        we immediately replaced 'Warriors.'<br />

                                                        A few days later, new instructions came<br />

                                                        from UA to Madvig: You can put "Warriors"<br />

                                                        back on the screen at Maplewood.<br />

                                                        So the movie reappeared locally. But on<br />

                                                        instructions from Paramount, ads were altered<br />

                                                        considerably. The original ads carried<br />

                                                        such lines as "they outnumbered the<br />

                                                        cops five to one." Current toned-downed<br />

                                                        ads merely announce the presence of the<br />

                                                        movie.<br />

                                                        Grosses Surprised Many<br />

                                                        Grosses posted by "The Warriors" surprised<br />

                                                        almost all in the industry. Rated R<br />

                                                        and populated with a no-name cast, "The<br />

                                                        Warriors" was viewed by most in the film<br />

                                                        industry as a "a piece of crud." flick aimed<br />

                                                        solely at what used to be called "the leatherjacket<br />

                                                        crowd."<br />

                                                        Though most theatres reported audiences<br />

                                                        "on the weird side," incidents of violence<br />

                                                        were isolated. Ed Gulberg. Plitt Theatres<br />

                                                        representative, said: "No, we've had no unusual<br />

                                                        incidents. And we never for a moment<br />

                                                        considered yanking the picturie."<br />

                                                        Toronto's Ethnic Theatres<br />

                                                        Suffer With Bad Business<br />

                                                        From Canada Edition<br />

                                                        MONTREAL—Business is bad for Montreal's<br />

                                                        ethnic movie theatres, and owners are<br />

                                                        blaming less immigration and more widespread<br />

                                                        knowledge of English and French<br />

                                                        among the young.<br />

                                                        "We have plenty of films but no people,"<br />

                                                        says Gino Grannini, projectionist at the<br />

                                                        Italian-language Cinema Riviera. "The<br />

                                                        young people now speak English or French<br />

                                                        and they go to the big downtown theatres<br />

                                                        where they have more choice."<br />

                                                        Capacity crowds were commonplace at<br />

                                                        the Riviera 15 years ago. Giannini recalls.<br />

                                                        Now the theatre is only open on weekends<br />

                                                        —when it draws as few as 20 patrons a<br />

                                                        day—and Its owners have to rent it out for<br />

                                                        marriages and dances to help meet expenses.<br />

                                                        "The last few years have been very difficult,"<br />

                                                        agrees Costas Spiliotopolous, whose<br />

                                                        Greek Rialto theatre is among the oldest<br />

                                                        cinemas in Montreal. "When the older generation<br />

                                                        first came over here ten or 20 years<br />

                                                        ago they were very anxious to see Greek<br />

                                                        films. But now they can speak English or<br />

                                                        French and they don't want them anymore."<br />

                                                        Spiliotopolous has met his clientele's demand<br />

                                                        by offering English-language action or<br />

                                                        suspense films such as Dracula at the Saturday<br />

                                                        midnight show. Otherwise, he shows<br />

                                                        Greek pictures.<br />
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                                                        H II<br />

                                                        three Bay stores and local television station<br />

                                                        CFAC-TV have combined their<br />

                                                        resources in a promotion for the Academy<br />

                                                        Awards. It involves a contest of guessing<br />

                                                        the winners of the Oscars, and Jack Albertson<br />

                                                        and Florence Henderson will host the<br />

                                                        14th annual "Your Choice for the Oscars,"<br />

                                                        broadcast locally April 5 and 8. A ballot has<br />

                                                        been printed up and is available at all three<br />

                                                        Bay stores. Six categories must be correctly<br />

                                                        chosen: Best Actor, Best Supporting Actor,<br />

                                                        Best Actress, Best Supporting Actress, Best<br />

                                                        Picture and Best Song. On April 10 a lucky<br />

                                                        winner will be drawn from all of the correct<br />

                                                        entries and the winner will<br />

                                                        Baycrest color TV set.<br />

                                                        receive a 20-inch<br />

                                                        The latter part of March saw some very<br />

                                                        unusual films being screened by the National<br />

                                                        Film Theatre of Edmonton in the<br />

                                                        Citadel Theatre. The very wide choice included<br />

                                                        "Cria Cuervos," produced m Spain<br />

                                                        in 1975 under the direction of Carlos Saura<br />

                                                        and starring Gcraldine Chaplin and Ana<br />

                                                        Torrent; "Easy Rider," directed by Dennis<br />

                                                        Hooper, produced in 1969 in the U.S. and<br />

                                                        starring Peter Fonda, Dennis Hooper and<br />

                                                        Jack Nicholson; "Jigokumon/Gate of Hell,"<br />

                                                        produced in Japan in 1953 under the direction<br />

                                                        of Teinosuke Kingugasa and starring<br />

                                                        Kasuo Jasegawa and Machiko Kyo; "Ugestsu<br />

                                                        Monogatari," also made in Japan in 1953<br />

                                                        by Kenji Mizogiichi with Machiko Kyo,<br />

                                                        Miasayuki Mori and Kinuyo Tanaka; "Die<br />

                                                        Glaserne Zelle/The Glass Cell." made in<br />

                                                        1978 in Germany by Hans W. Geissendorfer<br />

                                                        with Helmut Griem and Brigitte Fossey;<br />

                                                        "Die AUeseitig Reduzierte Personlichkeit-<br />

                                                        Redupers," also from Germany in 1977,<br />

                                                        starring Edda Chiemnyjerski and Helke<br />

                                                        Sander and directed by Sander; 1978's<br />

                                                        "High Anxiety," directed by Mel Brooks<br />

                                                        and starring Brooks, Madeline Kahn amd<br />

                                                        Harvey Korman; "Der Hauptdarsteller/The<br />

                                                        Main Actor," made in Germany in 1978 by<br />

                                                        Reinhard Hauff and starring Mario Adorf<br />

                                                        and Vadim Glowna, and "Flammende Herzen/Flaminig<br />

                                                        Hearts," a German feature directed<br />

                                                        by Brockmeyer and Buhman and starring<br />

                                                        Peter Kern and Barbara Valentine.<br />

                                                        A large contingent of Landmark Cinemas<br />

                                                        of Canada personnel attended the annual<br />

                                                        convention of the Motion Picture Theatre<br />

                                                        Assn. of British Columbia held in Vancouver<br />

                                                        recently. From Edmonton were Mr. and<br />

                                                        Mrs. P. May, Mr. and Mrs. C. May and M.<br />

                                                        Kishiuchi: from Kelowna, Bill Axelson;<br />

                                                        from Westbank, Dave Miller; from Penticton,<br />

                                                        Mr. and Mrs. P. Heisler; from Abbotsford,<br />

                                                        Mr. and Mrs. D. Gibb; from Calgary,<br />

                                                        Brian Mcintosh and Ken McBean; from<br />

                                                        Mission, George McDonald; from Victoria,<br />

                                                        Bill Nowrie, and representing King Cinema<br />

                                                        Services from Edmonton were Mr. and Mrs.<br />

                                                        T. Yushchyshyn.<br />

                                                        The Calgary Film Society showed two<br />

                                                        .programs recently, beginning with "The<br />

                                                        Clockmaker" in its international series<br />

                                                        March 15 in the Jubilee Auditorium. A<br />

                                                        French feature produced in 1976, it was<br />
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                                                        British<br />

                                                        Columbia Film Exhibitors<br />

                                                        Once Again Convene in<br />

                                                        the important topics discussed during the<br />

                                                        Motion Picture Assn. of British Columbia<br />

                                                        convention held again in the Four Seasons<br />

                                                        Hotel here March 6-7. President Chris Van<br />

                                                        Snellenberg was chairman, assisted by vicepresidents<br />

                                                        Mike Murphy and Ralph Clark<br />

                                                        and secretary-treasurer Vi Hosford.<br />

                                                        Independent Exhibtors Meet<br />

                                                        Immediately after registration on opening<br />

                                                        morning, a two-hour meeting was held by<br />

                                                        independent exhibitors to discuss their various<br />

                                                        problems, particularly with regard to<br />

                                                        the gradual encroachment of cable TV in<br />

                                                        even the remotest areas. A complete report<br />

                                                        on this meeting was given by chairman<br />

                                                        Barney Simmons of the Quadra in Victoria<br />

                                                        at the general meeting in the afternoon.<br />

                                                        President Van Snellenberg opened the<br />

                                                        general business meeting at pm-. and<br />

                                                        gave a report of the activities during 1978.<br />

                                                        He also gave a report on the Toronto annual<br />

                                                        meeting of the national association<br />

                                                        which he had attended some time before.<br />

                                                        Brian Macintosh gave a short but concise<br />

                                                        report on the last Alberta general meeting.<br />

                                                        And a report and discussion on pay-TV was<br />

                                                        held before the afternoon break.<br />

                                                        Afternoon Activities Conclude<br />

                                                        The afternoon's activities concluded with<br />

                                                        new business, nominations and elections of<br />

                                                        new directors to replace those whose terms<br />

                                                        had expired. New directors include Leonard<br />

                                                        Schine of the Ridge in Vancouver. Brian<br />

                                                        Rogers of the Capitol 6 and Ralph Clark of<br />

                                                        the Chilliwack Drive-In.<br />

                                                        Vancouver<br />

                                                        By JIMMY DAVIE<br />

                                                        a screening of trailers and production reels<br />

                                                        Regional Correspondent<br />

                                                        in Famous Players' Vancouver-Centre Cinema,<br />

                                                        followed by a luncheon at the Hotel<br />

                                                        VANCOUVER— Pay TV, film classifying<br />

                                                        and newspaper advertising were among Georgia to which distributor representatives<br />

                                                        and media members had also been invited.<br />

                                                        Guest speaker at this luncheon was veteran<br />

                                                        the annual meeting of the Motion Picture<br />

                                                        Assn. of British Columbia at the Four<br />

                                                        Seasons Hotel. Flying in from Toronto was<br />

                                                        Frank Lawson. secretary-treasurer of the<br />

                                                        Motion Picture Theatres Assn. of Canada,<br />

                                                        and Gordon Guiry of Danton Films. From<br />

                                                        Alberta came Max Candell of Consolidated<br />

                                                        Theatre Services, Terry Yuschyschyn of<br />

                                                        King Cinema in Edmonton, Maurice Kishiuchi<br />

                                                        of Landmark Cinema in Edmonton,<br />

                                                        Chuck and Phil May and their wives from<br />

                                                        the Landmark in Calgary and Brian Macintosh<br />

                                                        and Ken McBean from Landmark<br />

                                                        Cinemas in Calgary. Mrs. Hy Seely and<br />

                                                        daughter Laurie flew in from the Yukon<br />

                                                        Theatre, Whitehorse, as did Jim McLachlan<br />

                                                        from Faro, Yukon Territory. From<br />

                                                        North Central British Columbia was Coert<br />

                                                        .Seattle exhibitor Fred Danz, who discussed<br />

                                                        the desirability of cooperation between<br />

                                                        Northwest U.S. exhibitors and their British<br />

                                                        Columbia neighbors, particularly in the<br />

                                                        promotion of an annual SHOWA convention.<br />

                                                        These meetings are considered to be of<br />

                                                        great value to everybody and worth vigorous<br />

                                                        promotion.<br />

                                                        Final Meeting Is Workshop<br />

                                                        The final business meeting, convening at<br />

                                                        2:15 p.m., was a workshop covering aspects<br />

                                                        of day-to-day operation, featuring an audiovisual,<br />

                                                        multi-screen presentation on newspaper<br />

                                                        advertising by the Vancouver Province<br />

                                                        newspaper.<br />

                                                        A lengthy discussion and dialogue from<br />

                                                        the floor wa.s held with film classifier Mary-<br />

                                                        Lou McCausland, concerning the conflict<br />

                                                        arising out of different classifications which<br />

                                                        exist in various provinces and states, made<br />

                                                        even more confusing by the locked-in U.S.<br />

                                                        rating on the trailers available for use.<br />

                                                        Up-Dating Equipment Presentation<br />

                                                        This was followed by a presentation of<br />

                                                        the necessity of up-dating equipment for<br />

                                                        theatres to keep pace with general media<br />

                                                        improvements, delivered by Bob Johnson of<br />

                                                        Hosford Theatre Supply.<br />

                                                        The convention concluded with an indepth<br />

                                                        presentation by manager George Mah<br />

                                                        of the Westminster Triplex on all aspects of<br />

                                                        concessions in both four-wall and drive-in<br />

                                                        theatres. It was all designed, as George suc-<br />

                                                        Wednesday's meetings commenced with cinctly put it, "to make a better profit."<br />

                                                        VANCOUVER<br />

                                                        They came from all over Canada to attend and Rita Beertema from Hazelton; Bill and<br />

                                                        Norma Young from Terrace; Art and Marge<br />

                                                        Buchanan fiom Smilhers; Paul Gauthier<br />

                                                        from Quesnel; Lyon and Larie Appleby<br />

                                                        from 100-Mile House, and David Hothi and<br />

                                                        Jerrv Rook from Williams Lake. From the<br />

                                                        Okanagan and Kootenays were the Rculs<br />

                                                        from Merritt, Frank Price from Nelson,<br />

                                                        Dave Leismester from Oliver, Clair Morrow<br />

                                                        from Salmon Arm and many others.<br />

                                                        The Canadian Picture Pioneers took the<br />

                                                        opportunity to hold a short business meeting<br />

                                                        with their exhibitor members from the interior,<br />

                                                        and Dawson Exley. chairman of the<br />

                                                        golf committee, reminded them of the tournament<br />

                                                        and evening get-together June 6 at<br />

                                                        the University Golf course. They were asked<br />

                                                        to get their raffle tickets in early and take<br />

                                                        advantage of the many prizes being offered.<br />
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                                                    mm^m>'<br />

                                                        Ottawa<br />

                                                        fIRST RUN REPORT<br />

                                                        Agatha (WB). Little Elgin.<br />

                                                        3rd vsk<br />

                                                        Very Gocd<br />

                                                        The Deer Hunter (Univ). Elmdale.<br />

                                                        1st wk Excellent<br />

                                                        The Great Train Robbery (UA).<br />

                                                        Elgin. 5th wk Very Good<br />

                                                        Hardcore (Astral). Somerset,<br />

                                                        3rd wk<br />

                                                        Very Good<br />

                                                        Murder by Decree (Amb), Capitol<br />

                                                        Square. 6th wk<br />

                                                        Good<br />

                                                        Norma Rae (BVFD). Place do Ville,<br />

                                                        1st wk Excellent<br />

                                                        The North Avenue Irregulars (BV),<br />

                                                        Rideau. 1st wk Very Good<br />

                                                        Same Time, Next Year (Univ). St.<br />

                                                        Laurent. 4th wk<br />

                                                        Very Good<br />

                                                        Superman (WB). Nelson. Cinema<br />

                                                        6. 14th wk Good<br />

                                                        Watership Down (PR), St. Laurent,<br />

                                                        7th wk Good<br />

                                                        The Wilderness Family Part 2<br />

                                                        (PIE). Cinema 6. 4th wk Good<br />

                                                        Calgary<br />

                                                        Agatha (WB), Calgary Place,<br />

                                                        1st wk<br />

                                                        Excellent<br />

                                                        The Brink's Job (Univ), Uptown,<br />

                                                        Westbrook, 3rd wk<br />

                                                        Very Good<br />

                                                        The Buddy Holly Story (Astral),<br />

                                                        Marlboro Square, Odeon,<br />

                                                        1st wk Very Good<br />

                                                        Days of Heaven (Para), Towne Blue.<br />

                                                        1st wk Fair<br />

                                                        Every Which Way But Loose (WB),<br />

                                                        Towne Red, 1 1th wk Excellent<br />

                                                        The Great Train Robbery (UA),<br />

                                                        Chinook, 3rd wk Excellent<br />

                                                        Hardcore (Astral), Grand. Westbrook.<br />

                                                        1st wk<br />

                                                        Excellent<br />

                                                        The Lord of the Rings (UA). Market<br />

                                                        Mall, list wk Fair<br />

                                                        Midnight Express (Astral), Grand,<br />

                                                        Westbrook. 19th wk Very Good<br />

                                                        Murder by Decree (Amb), Pailiser<br />

                                                        Square, 4th wk Excellent<br />

                                                        Same Time, Next Year (Univ), North<br />

                                                        Hill, 4th wk Excellent<br />

                                                        Sasquatch (PR), Marlboro Towne<br />

                                                        Square. Odeon. 2nd wk Very Good<br />

                                                        Superman (WB). Calgary Place.<br />

                                                        12th wk Excellent<br />

                                                        The Warriors (Para). Pailiser Square.<br />

                                                        4th wk Excellent<br />

                                                        Vancouver<br />

                                                        Agatha (WB), Capitol 6. 3rd wk. Excellent<br />

                                                        Days of Heaven (Para), Stanley,<br />

                                                        1st wk Fair<br />

                                                        The Deer Hunter (Univ), Vogue,<br />

                                                        1 St wk Excellent<br />

                                                        Every Which Way But Loose (WB),<br />

                                                        Downtown, I 3th wk Very Good<br />

                                                        Fast Break (Astral), Coronet, 1st wk. Good<br />

                                                        The Great Train Robbery (UA),<br />

                                                        Capitol 6, 5th wk Very Good<br />

                                                        Hardcore (Astral), Odeon. 4th wk. . .Good<br />

                                                        Murder by Decree (PR). Vancouver<br />

                                                        Centre. 7th wk<br />

                                                        Good<br />

                                                        National Lampoon's Animal House<br />

                                                        (Univ). Coronet. 29th wk Good<br />

                                                        Quintet (BVFD). 1st wk Average<br />

                                                        Same Time, Next Year (Univ). Park.<br />

                                                        7th wk Good<br />

                                                        Silent Partner (PR). Capitol 6. 8th wk. Fair<br />

                                                        Superman (WB), Capitol 6. 13th wk. Good<br />

                                                        The Warriors (Para), Capitol 6,<br />

                                                        6th wk Good<br />

                                                        Winnipeg<br />

                                                        The Deer Hunter (Univ). Garrick.<br />

                                                        1 St wk Excellent<br />

                                                        Every Which Way But Loose (WB).<br />

                                                        Northstar. 13th wk Very Good<br />

                                                        Fast Break (Astral). Convcntiom Centre.<br />

                                                        1 St wk Very Good<br />

                                                        The Great Train Robbery (UA).<br />

                                                        Metropolitan. 2nd wk Excellent<br />

                                                        Halloween (Astral). Odeon.<br />

                                                        4th wk Excellent<br />

                                                        Hardcore (Astral). Garrick.<br />

                                                        2nd wk<br />

                                                        Excellent<br />

                                                        The Lord of the Rings (UA). Colony.<br />

                                                        6th wk<br />

                                                        Very Good<br />

                                                        Murder by Decree (Amb). Northstar.<br />

                                                        6th wk Good<br />

                                                        The North Avenue Irregulars (BV),<br />

                                                        Garden City. 1st wk Average<br />

                                                        Same Time, Next Year (Univ).<br />

                                                        Grant Park, 5th wk<br />

                                                        Very Good<br />

                                                        The Warriors (Para), Polo Park,<br />

                                                        6th wk<br />

                                                        Very Good<br />

                                                        Toronto<br />

                                                        Abba the Movie (WB). Elgin.<br />

                                                        1st wk Good<br />

                                                        Agatha (WB). Towne. 3rd wk Good<br />

                                                        Every Which Way But Loose (WB),<br />

                                                        Imperial. 13lh wk Very Good<br />

                                                        Get Out Your Handkerchiefs (PR).<br />

                                                        Uptown. 4th wk<br />

                                                        Excellent<br />

                                                        The Great Train Robbery (UA).<br />

                                                        Uptown. 5th wk Good<br />

                                                        Invasion of the Body Snatchcrs (UA).<br />

                                                        Imperial. 13th wk Very Good<br />

                                                        Murder by Decree (Amb). University,<br />

                                                        7th wk<br />

                                                        Very Good<br />

                                                        Real Life (Para), Uptown, 1st wk Fair<br />

                                                        Superman (WB), Imperial,<br />

                                                        14th wk<br />

                                                        Very Good<br />

                                                        The Warriors (Para), Imperial,<br />

                                                        6th wk<br />

                                                        Very Good<br />

                                                        Edmonton<br />

                                                        Agatha (WB), Westmount B,<br />

                                                        1 St wk Excellent<br />

                                                        The Brink's Job (Univ), Odeon. Plaza.<br />

                                                        2nd wk<br />

                                                        Very Good<br />

                                                        The Great Train Robbery (UA).<br />

                                                        Capitol Square, 3rd wk Exccllemt<br />

                                                        Hardcore (Astral), Capilano, Rialto,<br />

                                                        1st wk Excellent<br />

                                                        Murder by Decree (Amb), Garneau,<br />

                                                        4th wk Excellent<br />

                                                        Sasquatch (PR). Avenue, 1st wk Good<br />

                                                        Superman (WB), Paramount.<br />

                                                        12th wk Excellent<br />

                                                        TORONTO<br />

                                                        Qabara Films of this city has issued a<br />

                                                        writ against a new American distribu-<br />

                                                        Analysis Film Releasing Corp. Analysis<br />

                                                        tor.<br />

                                                        has refused to honor its agreement with<br />

                                                        Dabara, and has not provided prints of<br />

                                                        Visconti's last film, "The Innocent" starring<br />

                                                        Giancarlo Giannini, Laura Antonelli<br />

                                                        and Jennifer O'Neill. "The Innocent" has<br />

                                                        been breaking boxoffice records in New<br />

                                                        York City for the past two months, and<br />

                                                        now Analysis is seeking more favorable<br />

                                                        terms than were made with Dabara prior<br />

                                                        to this wildly successful opening. Dabara<br />

                                                        was left with no other course than to take<br />

                                                        legal action in the matter. "The Innocent"<br />

                                                        is the first major theatrical film to be<br />

                                                        handled by Analysis.<br />

                                                        "The Silent Partner" has now grossed<br />

                                                        its $1 million in domestic Canadian market.<br />

                                                        This thriller feature, starring Christopher<br />

                                                        Plummer. Elliott Gould and Susannah<br />

                                                        York, has just recently opened in the U.S..<br />

                                                        and co-producer Garth Drabinsky reports<br />

                                                        that it has been doing good business around<br />

                                                        the world. A French language version is to<br />

                                                        open in Quebec shortly. Other Canadian<br />

                                                        features in this charmed inner circle of<br />

                                                        million-dollar grossers include "The Apprenticeship<br />

                                                        of Duddy Kravitz." "Black<br />

                                                        Christmas." "Why Shoot the Teacher."<br />

                                                        "Who Has Seen the Wind" and "Rabid."<br />

                                                        "Has Anybody Here Seen Canada", a<br />

                                                        90-minute documentary which deals with<br />

                                                        the history of filmmaking in Canada, is to<br />

                                                        be shown on the CBC-TV network. The<br />

                                                        film tells of the rise of Canada's private<br />

                                                        film industry and the remarkable success of<br />

                                                        Quebec in feature film production.<br />

                                                        WINNIPEG<br />

                                                        The Deer Hunter" has opened very strong<br />

                                                        here to<br />

                                                        reviews which describe the film<br />

                                                        as "majestic in its rhythym and conviction"<br />

                                                        and "special and unforgettable."<br />

                                                        "The Warriors" continued strong, though<br />

                                                        slightly slower, in its second month, with<br />

                                                        little or no fuss raised locally as to its promotion<br />

                                                        of violence. Famous Players' Hilliard<br />

                                                        Gunn has said he received advice that<br />

                                                        a local group intended to commence a campaign<br />

                                                        to remove the film from the city. But<br />

                                                        nothing developed, and no further protests<br />

                                                        were forthcoming.<br />

                                                        Renovations to the downtown Capitol<br />

                                                        Theatre will cost $350,000. Conversion of<br />

                                                        the theatre includes extension of the 430-<br />

                                                        seat balcony to a second floor cinema. No<br />

                                                        scats will<br />

                                                        be added, either to the new house<br />

                                                        or to the 700-seat maim floor. Reopening is<br />

                                                        set for June 8. according to Brian Cameron<br />

                                                        of Famous Players, who also said the architecture<br />

                                                        would be maintained.<br />
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                                                    ,<br />

                                                        'Bigfool' Film Uses<br />

                                                        Wisconsin Locations<br />

                                                        From Midwest Edition<br />

                                                        .<br />

                                                        GLEASON, WIS. — Wisconsin s only<br />

                                                        lulltime movie producer. Bill Rebane, who<br />

                                                        Foot . . . Captured on Film<br />

                                                        heads the Studio Film Corp. at Gleason,<br />

                                                        is making another full-length motion pic-<br />

                                                        roles.<br />

                                                        The movie's locale, of course, is northern<br />

                                                        Wisconsin where the first sighting of a big<br />

                                                        creature takes place. The plot centers on a<br />

                                                        lumberman, Olsen (played by Richard Kennedy),<br />

                                                        and two hired hands (John Goff and<br />

                                                        Otis Young) who endeavor to track down<br />

                                                        and capture Bigfoot, intending to make him<br />

                                                        become a freak side show attraction.<br />

                                                        'Plowboy' Is<br />

                                                        'Bigfoot'<br />

                                                        Bigfoot is played by Stan "Plowboy" Frazier,<br />

                                                        who stands 7"2" and weighs 400<br />

                                                        pounds. A heavyweight wrestling champion,<br />

                                                        Frazier has hinted that after the movie is<br />

                                                        released, he may change his name to Bigfoot<br />

                                                        Frazier.<br />

                                                        Wisconsin has experienced one of its<br />

                                                        worst winters in local history, with lots of<br />

                                                        snow and bitter cold. The weather presented<br />

                                                        many problems to the actors and the filming<br />

                                                        crew. One day a high speed camera<br />

                                                        froze up during the filming of a slow motion<br />

                                                        scene. Cameraman is Bele St. John.<br />

                                                        The film's set designer, William McGrew,<br />

                                                        used burlap sacks and acrylic plaster to<br />

                                                        form a cave for some of the scenes, and<br />

                                                        special effects man Gary Zeller applied his<br />

                                                        skill ot create an explosion outside the<br />

                                                        cave.<br />

                                                        Rebane Writes<br />

                                                        Script<br />

                                                        Rebane wrote the script. He expects the<br />

                                                        filming to be completed and the movie readied<br />

                                                        for release and national distribution on<br />

                                                        Memorial Day.<br />

                                                        His three previous films are: "Alpha Incident,"<br />

                                                        "The Giant Spider Invasion," and<br />

                                                        "Invasion From Inner Earth." "Spider Invasion"<br />

                                                        was released on television in 1977.<br />

                                                        According to his wife Barbara, Bill has directed<br />

                                                        a number of other films, including<br />

                                                        several in Europe.<br />

                                                        "The Capture of Bigfoot" will be backed<br />

                                                        by a massive merchandising campaign, according<br />

                                                        to Rebane. Included in the campaign<br />

                                                        will be Bigfoot T-shirts, coloring<br />

                                                        books, posters, lunch buckets, belt buckles,<br />

                                                        stuffed animals and dolls, along with numerous<br />

                                                        other impulse item.s to be merchandized<br />

                                                        through the official program/<br />

                                                        catalog.<br />

                                                        Also available for release in April will<br />

                                                        be a 45 rpm recording of "The Capture of<br />

                                                        Bigfoot" theme song, "My Spirit Runs<br />

                                                        Free."<br />

                                                        CALGARY<br />

                                                        (Continued from page K-1)<br />

                                                        made under the direction of Bertrand Tavernier.<br />

                                                        On March 18 in the Boris Roubakine<br />

                                                        Theatre on the university campus the<br />

                                                        specialist series screened another surrealist<br />

                                                        film, "La Voie Lactee" directed by Luis<br />

                                                        ture entirely in this state.<br />

                                                        Bunuel and made in France and Italy in<br />

                                                        Lincoln County Bigfoot<br />

                                                        1968.<br />

                                                        This new one is called "The Capture of<br />

                                                        Bigfoot" and is presently being shot in the<br />

                                                        area surrounding Rebane's home in Lincoln<br />

                                                        The Edmonton Film Society closed a very<br />

                                                        successful season March 19 with the screening<br />

                                                        of the last picture of the 1978-79 season<br />

                                                        County where he lives with his wife Barbara<br />

                                                        and four children. Two of the youngsters,<br />

                                                        in" the SUB Theatre. The movie was the<br />

                                                        international series and<br />

                                                        12-year-old Randy and daughter Julia, final offering in the<br />

                                                        appear in the film. Randy has two small was a 1975 production from West Germany,<br />

                                                        "False Moment," directed by Wim<br />

                                                        Wenders and adapted from Goethe's "Wilhelm<br />

                                                        Meister" (1795).<br />

                                                        Continuing in its nostalgic theme, the<br />

                                                        Provincial Museum in Edmonton scieened<br />

                                                        another Shirley Temple feature March 18,<br />

                                                        "The Poor Little Rich Girl" made in 1936<br />

                                                        with Jack Haley and Alice Faye.<br />

                                                        'Slight Errors' Put Together<br />

                                                        Become a 'Big Mistake'<br />

                                                        VANCOUVER—When a film company<br />

                                                        shooting a movie starring George C. Scott<br />

                                                        burned down a plywood replica of a suburban<br />

                                                        mansion last month, they made what<br />

                                                        a fire department official described as "a<br />

                                                        slight error."<br />

                                                        They set fire to the mansion as well, he<br />

                                                        said.<br />

                                                        Another "slight error" was made when<br />

                                                        the moviemen received a city hall estimate<br />

                                                        of the cost of havimg firemen stand by as the<br />

                                                        replica burned.<br />

                                                        "The figure given to the film company<br />

                                                        was $10,000," said deputy fire chief Richard<br />

                                                        Enman. "But there was another slight<br />

                                                        error. Somebody left a zero out—^the figure<br />

                                                        should have been $100,000."<br />

                                                        The two "slight errors" have now combined<br />

                                                        to make a "big mistake," Enman said.<br />

                                                        And that isn't all, he added.<br />

                                                        "A fire department investigation of the<br />

                                                        fire scene indicates that the mansion was<br />

                                                        set ablaze deliberately," Enman said. "There<br />

                                                        is evidence to show that areas of the mansion<br />

                                                        were soaked in gasoline in excessive<br />

                                                        amounts," he said.<br />

                                                        Parly Would Levy Tax<br />

                                                        On Foreign Pictures<br />

                                                        TORONTO—The New Democratic Party<br />

                                                        would levy a withholding tax on foreign<br />

                                                        film producers to help provide more money<br />

                                                        for Canadian film production, its cultural<br />

                                                        affairs spokesman said.<br />

                                                        The party's policy is to have $14 million<br />

                                                        a year spent on the production and distribution<br />

                                                        of Canadian Films, Cyril Symes,<br />

                                                        MP for Sault Ste. Marie, On^t., said at a<br />

                                                        meeting of film industry representatives.<br />

                                                        Withholding Tax on Rent<br />

                                                        Part of the money would be raised by a<br />

                                                        withholding tax on the amounts paid in<br />

                                                        rent<br />

                                                        to American and other foreign film producers<br />

                                                        for films shown in Canadian theatres.<br />

                                                        Symes also said Canadian theatres would<br />

                                                        be limited to showing non-Canadian feature<br />

                                                        films on only 90 percent of their programs,<br />

                                                        reserving ten percent to Canadian films.<br />

                                                        The ten percent figure would be rai: ;d later<br />

                                                        to 25 percent.<br />

                                                        He also said the NDP, if elected, would<br />

                                                        revamp the Canadian Film Development<br />

                                                        Corp., a Crown company which helps finance<br />

                                                        Canadian film production, so that it<br />

                                                        could buy out a major Canadian theatre<br />

                                                        company.<br />

                                                        Companies Now Foreign-Owned<br />

                                                        The major theatre companies now are<br />

                                                        foreign-owned. Symes said that on an average<br />

                                                        day, a quarter of a million people pay<br />

                                                        an average of $2.30 each to go to motion<br />

                                                        picture theatres and only four percent of<br />

                                                        them will see a Canadian film as now loosely<br />

                                                        defined.<br />

                                                        The NDP would require that to be defined<br />

                                                        as Canadian, films would need a substantial<br />

                                                        porportion of the people employed<br />

                                                        on production to be either Canadian citizens<br />

                                                        or landed immigrants, with financial<br />

                                                        control of production in Canadian hands,<br />

                                                        and processing done in Canada by Canadian<br />

                                                        producers and technicians.<br />

                                                        Syme's policy papers and a summary of<br />

                                                        his speech were released in advance in Otta-<br />

                                                        Mich. Theatre Owner Gets<br />

                                                        Sunny Greeting in Mexico<br />

                                                        From Midwest Edition<br />

                                                        DETROIT — Robert F. Anthony, coowner<br />

                                                        of the Main Theatre, Royal Oak, and<br />

                                                        the Shores Madrid Theatre, St. Clair Shores,<br />

                                                        Mich., recently returned from a vacation<br />

                                                        in Acapulco and Mexico City.<br />

                                                        It was the same day Pope John Paul II<br />

                                                        visited Mexico City, and Anthoy's .'American<br />

                                                        Airlines flight was delayed 15 minutes<br />

                                                        over Mexico City, awaiting the Pope's departure.<br />

                                                        All at once, while circling that city<br />

                                                        at dusk, the airline pilot announced the<br />

                                                        plane had been mistaken for the Pope's<br />

                                                        plane and was being saluted by thousands<br />

                                                        of Mexicans, who reflected the sun's rays<br />

                                                        to the plane by means of hand mirrors.<br />

                                                        The flashing lasted about 1 5 minutes and<br />

                                                        was like thousands of flashbulbs exploding<br />

                                                        all over the city.<br />
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                                                    Who reads Boxoffice<br />

                                                        ^ple you know...<br />

                                                        and want to reach<br />

                                                        Key people in Exhibition:<br />

                                                        11,266* theatre owners and managers, circuit<br />

                                                        executives, film buyers, bookers and<br />

                                                        projectionists<br />

                                                        Key people in Distribution:<br />

                                                        1,198* distributors and sales executives, home office<br />

                                                        managers, bookers and publicity people<br />

                                                        Key people in Equipment:<br />

                                                        453* supply dealers, sales agents and executives<br />

                                                        Key people in Production:<br />

                                                        356* producers, directors, studio executives,<br />

                                                        cameramen, actors and writers<br />

                                                        Key People in the Media:<br />

                                                        262* newspaper, magazine editors and writers and<br />

                                                        radio-TV broadcasters<br />

                                                        Recognize your soles prospect<br />

                                                        You should because more key<br />

                                                        people in the film industry rely on<br />

                                                        BOXOFFICE for its complete and<br />

                                                        accurate information than any other<br />

                                                        film industry publication with ABC<br />

                                                        audited circulation.*<br />

                                                        Take one small step today toward<br />

                                                        big sales tomorrow . . . deliver your<br />

                                                        advertising message to the BOX-<br />

                                                        OFFICE Reader: someone who is<br />

                                                        integral to the film industry . .<br />

                                                        someone who makes the big<br />

                                                        ^decisions . .<br />

                                                        someone like<br />
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                                                        LOVE OIS THE RVI\ '^si^'v^l<br />

                                                        New World (196) 95 Minutes Rel. Apr. '79<br />

                                                        The saga of Antoine Doinel, as portrayed over the past<br />

                                                        20 years by Jean-Pierre Leaud, continues in this channing<br />

                                                        import. Fi-ancois Ti-uffaut, director and co-author<br />

                                                        with Marie-Prance Pisier, Jean Aurel and Suzanne<br />

                                                        Schiffman assisting in the latter capacity, has filmed<br />

                                                        "L'Amour en Puite" (Love on the Run) as the ultimate<br />

                                                        in the Doinel saga by using footage from the four earlier<br />

                                                        films, the fu-st two being in black, and white. Life and<br />

                                                        love are the main ingredients of the new entry, as Antoine<br />

                                                        faces a divorce, an uncertain futui-e with his young<br />

                                                        mistress and the possibility of resuming a relationship<br />

                                                        with a woman he had unsuccessfully wooed when both<br />

                                                        were teenagers. The cutting back and forth between the<br />

                                                        old and new footage is a tribute to Truffaut's genius and<br />

                                                        Martine Barraque-Cm-ie's editing. Repeating theii- roles<br />

                                                        are Claude Jade as the about-to-be ex-wife and Pisier as<br />

                                                        the lost love. Some dramatic ingredients only add to the<br />

                                                        film's effectiveness. It could be one of the better Pi-ench<br />

                                                        imports. The Les Films Du Carrosse production, an<br />

                                                        AMLP presentation, was beautifully filmed by Nestor Almendros<br />

                                                        in EasUnan Color. English titles are occasionally<br />

                                                        misspelled.—John Cocchi.<br />

                                                        Jean-Piere Leaud. Marie-France Pisier, Claude Jade,<br />

                                                        Dani, Dorothee, Rosy Varte, Julien Bertheau.<br />

                                                        REMEMBER MY NAME<br />

                                                        Lagoon 94 Minutes Rel. Mar. '79<br />

                                                        Again, director Alan Rudolph and producer Robert Altman<br />

                                                        find the dark side of Los Angeles in a sort of "prequel"<br />

                                                        to their "Welcome to L. A." (1977). The distui-bed<br />

                                                        ex-convict character of Geraldine Chaplin is said to be an<br />

                                                        earlier version of her role in the other film. As written<br />

                                                        by Rudolph, the Lion's Gate Films production takes its<br />

                                                        time in establishing the fact that Chaplin is the former<br />

                                                        wife of Anthony Perkins now wed to Berry Berenson i i<br />

                                                        and seeks revenge for the "wrongs" she has endured.<br />

                                                        Acting is first rate and includes excellent work by Moses<br />

                                                        Gunn in the second male lead. Chaplin never fails to register<br />

                                                        as she alternately evokes sympathy and revulsion<br />

                                                        for her actions. Perkins, for once playing a more or less<br />

                                                        normal person, also creates a realistic character. Best<br />

                                                        surprise is Berenson in her film debut; although typecast<br />

                                                        as the wife, she's extremely impressive. An original blues<br />

                                                        score wi-itten and sung tlu-oughout by Alberta Hunter<br />

                                                        adds to the overall quality, putting a hard edge on some<br />

                                                        dry stretches. The R rating is for language and possibly<br />

                                                        for one topless love scene. Originally intended for Columbia<br />

                                                        Pictm-es, the Mike Kaplan presentation is a Lagoon<br />

                                                        (of Santa Monica) release for Circle Associates. For<br />

                                                        better class houses.—John Cocchi.<br />

                                                        Geraldine Chaplin, Anthony Perkins, Moses Gunn, Berry<br />

                                                        Berenson, Jeff Goldblum, Alfre Woodard.<br />

                                                        LOVE AT FIRST BITE<br />

                                                        American Int'l (7905) 93 Minutes Rel. Apr. '79<br />

                                                        Who would ever have thought that George Hamilton's<br />

                                                        greatest contribution to the silver screen would be a comedy<br />

                                                        Yet, as Count Dracula, a woman-chasing vampire<br />

                                                        with an impressive record of more than 700 years of<br />

                                                        "one-bite stands," he has finally made a memorable<br />

                                                        pictui-e. Stan Dragoti directed the Joel Freeman production<br />

                                                        from Robert Kaufman's funny script, based on a<br />

                                                        story by Kaufman and Mark Gindes. Evicted from his<br />

                                                        Transylvania castle, the sharp-toothed Romeo heads for<br />

                                                        the Big Apple in hot pm'suit of his real love, fashion<br />

                                                        model Cindy Sondheim, played to the hilt by Susan St.<br />

                                                        James. After an incredibly funny spin around a disco<br />

                                                        dance floor, she's impressed with the Count, whom she<br />

                                                        earlier thought was the waiter. Their romance flom-ishes<br />

                                                        despite interruptions by her previous<br />

                                                        lover, bumbling psychiatrist Richard Benjamin. Perhaps<br />

                                                        funniest of all in this double leg-slapper is Dracula's<br />

                                                        valet, the bug-eating Renfield (Arte Johnson). When<br />

                                                        they "hoist" a blood bank, the laughs come more than<br />

                                                        once a minute. When the Count's coffin gets mixed up<br />

                                                        going thi-ough JFK customs and winds up in a Harlem<br />

                                                        funeral parlor . . . well . . . nail down the roof on the<br />

                                                        theatre. Eat your heart out, Mel Brooks!—John F. Berry.<br />

                                                        George Hamilton, Susan St. James. Richard Benjamin,<br />

                                                        Dick Shawn, Arte Johnson, Sherman Hemsley.<br />

                                                        BOULEVARD ISIGHTS<br />

                                                        [R]<br />

                                                        *'=«'°" °"""<br />

                                                        Warner Bros.<br />

                                                        102 Minutes<br />

                                                        Rel. Mar. '79<br />

                                                        Los Angeles' Chicano community provides action, comedy,<br />

                                                        drama, romance and a large dose of both old and new<br />

                                                        music in this contemporary look at its inhabitants. A<br />

                                                        largely unfamiliar cast includes two very impressive young<br />

                                                        leads, Richard Yniguez and Marta Du Bois, whose love<br />

                                                        affair is anything but smooth. The R rating is mostly for<br />

                                                        street language. Some subtitles might be helpful to understand<br />

                                                        the wealth of Latin terms. Executive producer<br />

                                                        Tony Bill usually does films with much broader appeal<br />

                                                        and this Tony Bill/ Bill Benenson production seems<br />

                                                        destined for the action houses for the best response.<br />

                                                        Although the script by Desmond Nakano is not without<br />

                                                        merit, the total film isn't altogether satisfying. Title and<br />

                                                        the scenes in which the youths cruise the local boulevards<br />

                                                        are reminiscent of other, more light-hearted pictures, an<br />

                                                        image which could hm-t the serious theme. Michael Pressman<br />

                                                        dii-ected on locations in the barrio district, using<br />

                                                        Panavision equipment and Technicolor. Lalo Schifrin's<br />

                                                        score employs new Latin beats to advantage, while a few<br />

                                                        old rock numbers isuch as "Duke of Earl") are heard.<br />

                                                        Best angle to sell would be the gang element, although<br />

                                                        care should be taken with that, in view of recent happenings<br />

                                                        sm-rounding another gang movie.—John Cocchi.<br />

                                                        Richard Ynigruez, Danny De La Paz, Marta Du Bois, Betty<br />

                                                        Carvalho, James Victor. Gary Cervantes, Victor Millan.<br />
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                                                        THE STORY: "Love at First Bite" (AD<br />

                                                        Transylvania's 700-year-old Count Dracula (George<br />

                                                        Hamilton<br />

                                                        I<br />

                                                        falls in love from afar with top New York<br />

                                                        fashion model Susan St. James. With his devoted, bugeating<br />

                                                        manservant Arte Johnson in tow, he sets off for<br />

                                                        New York City to try to win St. James' love. He finds her<br />

                                                        in a crowded disco and manages to charm the beautiful<br />

                                                        model into spending time with him. According to legend,<br />

                                                        three bites on the neck from the Count will tm-n St.<br />

                                                        James into a vampire. The latter's bumbling, nem'otic<br />

                                                        psychiatrist and occasional lover, Richard Benjamin, happens<br />

                                                        to be a descendent of Dracula's arch rival, Dr.<br />

                                                        Max von Helsing. Benjamin realizes the infatuated Dracula's<br />

                                                        designs on St. James and enlists the aid of New York<br />

                                                        police lieutenant Dick Shawn in trying to save her. A<br />

                                                        wild chase ensues despite St. James' favorable reaction<br />

                                                        when she learns that her suitor is a vampire. She and the<br />

                                                        Count attempt to escape by plane but miss their flight<br />

                                                        and are trapped by police at the airport. St. James' fate<br />

                                                        is sealed when she receives the third loving nip on the<br />

                                                        neck and the lovers turn into bats for their- escape flight<br />

                                                        across the ocean.<br />

                                                        EXPLOITIPS:<br />

                                                        Hold midnight screenings to which patrons are invited<br />

                                                        to contest for best-di'essed vamp or vampire.<br />

                                                        CATCHLINES:<br />

                                                        Dracula, Your Favorite Pain in the Neck, is About to<br />

                                                        Bite Yom- Funny Bone!<br />

                                                        THE STORY: "Boulevard Nights" (WB)<br />

                                                        In Los Angeles' Chicano area, the Latin gangs VG'V and<br />

                                                        the 11th Street Gang clash. Former 'VGV leader Richard<br />

                                                        Yniguez has to stop brother Danny De La Paz from kicking<br />

                                                        a rival to death. Although long engaged to Marta Du<br />

                                                        Bois, who prefers the finer things, Yniguez is content with<br />

                                                        cruising the boulevards, eating at taco joints and engaging<br />

                                                        in contests with his hydraulic lift car. The difficult<br />

                                                        De La Paz gets a job at James 'Victor's auto repair shop,<br />

                                                        where Yniguez works. Clashes between the rival gangs<br />

                                                        heat up after a fight in which an 11th Streeter is knifed.<br />

                                                        De La Paz has to be bailed out of jail by Yniguez. After<br />

                                                        losing his job, De La Paz leaves home. At Yniguez and<br />

                                                        Du Bois' wedding, De La Paz doesn't show up to act as<br />

                                                        best man. At the reception the youths' mother, Betty<br />

                                                        Carvalho, is killed by a shot intended for De La Paz. Ignoring<br />

                                                        Du Bois' pleas, Yniguez goes out for revenge. De<br />

                                                        La Paz, however, kills Cai-valho's slayer before Yniguez<br />

                                                        can harm anyone. Mortally wounded, De La Paz dies in<br />

                                                        a hospital, having saved his self-sacrificing brother from<br />

                                                        a similar fate.<br />

                                                        EXPLOITIPS:<br />

                                                        Somidtrack album is available on 'Warner Bros. Records<br />

                                                        and Tapes. The theme, "Street Tattoo," performed by<br />

                                                        George Benson, could be a hit.<br />

                                                        CATCHLINES:<br />

                                                        Everything Happens on the Boulevard—and the Boulevard<br />

                                                        Happens at Night.<br />

                                                        USE THIS HANDY SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM<br />

                                                        BOXOmCE:<br />

                                                        825 Van Brunt Blvd.<br />

                                                        Kansas City. Mo. 64124<br />

                                                        Please enter my subscription to BOXOFFICE.<br />

                                                        THE STORY:<br />

                                                        'Love on the Run" (New World)<br />

                                                        Jean-Pierre Leaud as Antoine Doinel, a proofreader in<br />

                                                        a printing plant, continues to cope with life and love. The<br />

                                                        previous appearances of Antoine are itercut, starting<br />

                                                        with "Tlie 400 Blows" (1959, black and white), when he<br />

                                                        was a little boy, and continuing with "Love at Twenty"<br />

                                                        < 1962, b&w), in which teenaged Antoine falls in love with<br />

                                                        student Marie-France Pisier and tries to win her by fii'st<br />

                                                        befriending her parents. Then he meets and marries<br />

                                                        Claude Jade in "Stolen Kisses" (1968) and has marital<br />

                                                        difficulties and a son with her in "Bed and Board"<br />

                                                        (1972). Now, Jade and Leaud are (iivorcing and he is<br />

                                                        having an affaii- with young Dorothee, who works in a<br />

                                                        book store run by her brother, Daniel Mesguich. Pisier is<br />

                                                        a lawyer who sees Leaud by chance when he accompanies<br />

                                                        son Julien Dubois to the train station. She reads Leaud's<br />

                                                        autobiogi-aphical novel "Love on the Run," especially the<br />

                                                        parts about herself. Pisier, in love with Mesguich, misunderstands<br />

                                                        his relationship to Dorothee. She meets Jade,<br />

                                                        who tells her of Leaud's romance with her friend Dani.<br />

                                                        After seeing Juilen Bertheau, his mother's old lover,<br />

                                                        Leaud is able to reconcile with Dorothee.<br />

                                                        EXPLOITIPS:<br />

                                                        Mention the linking footage from the other films in the<br />

                                                        series, also the Georges Delerue score.<br />

                                                        CATCHLINES:<br />

                                                        Antoine Is Back. He's Still in Love and Still Alive.<br />

                                                        THE STORY: "Remember My Name" (Lagoon)<br />

                                                        Geraldine Chaplin, a former convict, finds work as a<br />

                                                        cashier in a dime store run by Jeff Goldblum. The latter<br />

                                                        has a guilt complex because his mother is serving time<br />

                                                        for killing his father. Chaplin haunts the home of carpenter<br />

                                                        Anthony Perkins and wife Berry Berenson by<br />

                                                        destroying their tranquility. Meanwhile, Chaplin has<br />

                                                        trouble with assistant manager Alfre Woodard, who dislikes<br />

                                                        her. Landlord Moses Gunn, distant at fii'st, is won<br />

                                                        over by Chaplin's playing on his syinpathy with a suggestion<br />

                                                        of a more intimate relationship. Recognizing Chaplin<br />

                                                        from the store after the former has stabbed 'Woodard's<br />

                                                        boyfriend, Berenson has her arrested. Perkins refuses to<br />

                                                        press charges, explaining that Chaplin is his ex-wife and<br />

                                                        had been jailed for "accidentally" killing his mistress, the<br />

                                                        office tramp, some years before. 'When Berenson leaves<br />

                                                        after an argument and he gets fired, Perkins decides to<br />

                                                        talk to Chaplin. They make love after a lengthy di-inking<br />

                                                        session. Chaplin insisting that she still cares for him.<br />

                                                        Having arranged her revenge, Chaplin iises Berenson's<br />

                                                        credit card for a shopping spree. She leaives as an angry<br />

                                                        Gunn confronts Perkins.<br />

                                                        EXPLOITIPS:<br />

                                                        Original soundtrack is on Colmnbia Records and Tapes.<br />

                                                        Play up Chaplin's awards as Best Actress at the 1978 Paris<br />

                                                        Film Festival and the 1978 Miami Film Festival.<br />

                                                        CATCHLINES:<br />

                                                        Romantic Revenge.<br />

                                                        • CLEARING HOUSE for<br />

                                                        Classified Ads<br />

                                                        1 YEAH S15.00<br />

                                                        2 YEABS $28.00<br />

                                                        Outside U.S.. Canada and Pan-American Union, $2S.0O Per Year.<br />

                                                        Q] Remittance Enxrlosed<br />

                                                        Q] Send Invoice<br />

                                                        THEATBE „<br />

                                                        TOWN<br />

                                                        ZIP CODE<br />

                                                        NAME<br />

                                                        • SHOWMANDISER for<br />

                                                        Promotion Ideas<br />

                                                        • FEATURE REVIEWS for<br />

                                                        Opinions on Current Films<br />

                                                        • REVIEW DIGEST for Analysis<br />

                                                        of Reviews<br />

                                                        POSITION<br />

                                                        BOXOFFICE BookinGuide .'\pril 9. 1979

                                                    

                                                    Hottertown<br />

                                                        O.n<br />

                                                        , . ,<br />

                                                        ,<br />

                                                        ATES: 50c per word,<br />

                                                        n SS.Ofl CASH WITH COPY. Four consecutive insertions 'or price of tht<br />

                                                        iTben using a Boxoil:<br />

                                                        figure 2 additional words and include $1.00 additional to cover cost<br />

                                                        andling replie Display Classified, S38.00 per Column Inch. No comrmssion allowed. CLOSING DATE;<br />

                                                        londay noon ceding publication dale. Send copy and answers to Box Numbers to BOXOFFICE, 825<br />

                                                        pressbooks, posle<br />

                                                        jrworded unless accompanied by sufficient postage.<br />

                                                        HELP WANTED<br />

                                                        EXPERIENCED MANAGEB/OPERATOR<br />

                                                        eeded by Luxury Theatres, Portland,<br />

                                                        iregon. Salary commensurate with exrience<br />

                                                        No limit to opportunity lor aamcemenl<br />

                                                        Send resume and references<br />

                                                        Luxury Theatres, 919 S.W. Taylor<br />

                                                        ireet,<br />

                                                        ,<br />

                                                        Portland, Oregon 97205.<br />

                                                        ATTN: MGRS. & ASSTS. in New England<br />

                                                        Sho Cine<br />

                                                        /ho want to grow to join the notion's 1<br />

                                                        jr & W. Springield need management<br />

                                                        —<br />

                                                        ircuil! Top salary— company-paid penlinns—major<br />

                                                        medical & dental—talk to<br />

                                                        'jhn Lowe, (413) 733-5134.<br />

                                                        5.<br />

                                                        dealer and<br />

                                                        iriends $200.00 minimum com-<br />

                                                        ss ndh'iad; $3245.00; Platter Film Transport,<br />

                                                        Xenon Lamp 71 paid per sale. We'll show you<br />

                                                        $2995.00; console, from<br />

                                                        details (ad mckeup,<br />

                                                        and handle all<br />

                                                        $2300.00. Other FontasUc bargains. Buy or<br />

                                                        lease. RANGER THEATRE SUPPLY, 1801<br />

                                                        Pioduction, billing, etc )- Write: Thea-<br />

                                                        North 69th Street, Scoltsdale, Az. 85257.<br />

                                                        Clock, O. Box 597, Sarasota,<br />

                                                        Time P.<br />

                                                        33578. 30 years in the business.<br />

                                                        (602) 945-0503.<br />

                                                        IMMEDIATE OPENING. $18,500 starting<br />

                                                        -...ith Midwest circuil lor man in RADIO SOUND for DRIVE-IN THEATRES<br />

                                                        iry capocily, experienced in hard-<br />

                                                        $1,995 00. Available Irorn manulacturer'<br />

                                                        , drive-in operation. Opportunity for<br />

                                                        1<br />

                                                        executive position. Replies held in Call lor further<br />

                                                        ,;„<br />

                                                        (904) 376-4000; ou<br />

                                                        onlidence. Boxolfice 4239.<br />

                                                        ONE ONLY new 6500<br />

                                                        SERVICE ENGINEER with Altec or RCA<br />

                                                        watt X-Cel<br />

                                                        xenon bulb with warranty. 1/2 price<br />

                                                        xpenence needed lor the Philadelphia<br />

                                                        nd surrounding areas. to<br />

                                                        Send resume $990.00. Coll (704) 933-3153.<br />

                                                        'oxolfice, 4244.<br />

                                                        ENTIHE CONTENTS of former Jerry Lew<br />

                                                        EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITIES avail<br />

                                                        Curtains, chdirs. Simplex booth, con<br />

                                                        ession. $30K. Negotiable. (203) 423-1274.<br />

                                                        'arolina. South Carolina and Georgia.<br />

                                                        nation's leading theatre circuits.<br />

                                                        2" usee<br />

                                                        LENSES, Kollmorgen (BX-241),<br />

                                                        'ne ol<br />

                                                        'ompetilive salaries offered, excellent months, perfect condition. $350.00 pair<br />

                                                        6<br />

                                                        mge benefits. Written resumes only. Dii^sion<br />

                                                        Boxollice, 4245.<br />

                                                        Cilice, General Cinema Theatres,<br />

                                                        COMPLETE DRIVE-IN THEATRE, Centur<br />

                                                        167 Cobb Parkway, Atlanta, GA 30339.<br />

                                                        booth, concession stand equipment, ove<br />

                                                        200 speakers, 100 posts and<br />

                                                        ig cmd promotion. Excellent concession<br />

                                                        nd miscellaneous income commiFSions<br />

                                                        jin a progressive company. Send resume<br />

                                                        POSITIONS WANTED<br />

                                                        MISCELLANEOUS<br />

                                                        CASH for one-sheets, posters, lobby card<br />

                                                        3ts, stills, pressbooks, trade magazines,<br />

                                                        Dming attraction slides, annuals, trailers,<br />

                                                        tc, etc. (any quantity—older the better!)<br />

                                                        lartinez, 7057 Lexington Ave., Los Aneles,<br />

                                                        CA 90038.<br />

                                                        CASH PAID for one sheets, 22c each;<br />

                                                        ibbies, 5c per set; stills, 7c each. Poster<br />

                                                        tudio of Nyack, Box 838, 1 Terrace Drive,<br />

                                                        yack, NY 10960. (914) 358-5406.<br />

                                                        521-3 Wokonda Drive, Des Moines, lowc<br />

                                                        SERVICES<br />

                                                        INDOOR THEATRE MUSIC progr<br />

                                                        'r today's audiences, today's mov<br />

                                                        day's theatres. C & C Music :<br />

                                                        tl5) 397-9295.<br />

                                                        MARQUEES, SIGNS<br />

                                                        DESIGNED, ENGINEERED, BUILT,<br />

                                                        3ECTED, MAINTAINED on Lease or purlase<br />

                                                        plan. Bux Mont Electrical Advertisig<br />

                                                        Systems, Horsham, Pa. (215) 675-1040.<br />

                                                        nid, Okla. 73701.<br />

                                                        EQUIPMENT FOR SALE<br />

                                                        BURLAP WALL COVERING DRAPES,<br />

                                                        $1.10 per yd.. Home retordont. Quantity<br />

                                                        discounts Nurse & Co., Millbury Rd., Oxlord,<br />

                                                        Mass. 01540. Tel (617) 832-4295.<br />

                                                        35/70 CENTURY JI heads, soundheads,<br />

                                                        Ic. Altec A-4 and A-7 speakers. TECO,<br />

                                                        ox 706, Matthews, NC. (704) 847-4455.<br />

                                                        TICKET MACHINES repaired. Fast service,<br />

                                                        reasonable rates. Your old ticket<br />

                                                        machine worth money. We trade, buy and<br />

                                                        first. sell ticket us machines. Try Ask<br />

                                                        rebuilts. about our Save money. J. ED<br />

                                                        Service Co., 10 Woodside Dr., Grallon,<br />

                                                        Massachusetts. (617) 839-4058.<br />

                                                        condition, $7,500.(<br />

                                                        EQUIPMENT WANTED<br />

                                                        WE PAY good money for used equip<br />

                                                        lent. Texas Theatre Supply, 915 S. Ala<br />

                                                        lo, San Antonio, Texas 78Z05.<br />

                                                        TOP CASH PAID lor<br />

                                                        >s and I. ,--<br />

                                                        AR CINEMA<br />

                                                        SUPPLY, 217 West Zlst Street, New Y<br />

                                                        10011. Phone (212) 675-3515.<br />

                                                        THEATRE MONTHLY CALENDARS, weekly<br />

                                                        programs, heralds, bumper strips,<br />

                                                        daily/weekly boxollice reports, time<br />

                                                        schedules, passes, labels, etc. Write lor<br />

                                                        DRIVE-IN THEATRE CONSTRUCTION<br />

                                                        SCREEN TOWERS INTERNATIONAL: Ten<br />

                                                        Day Screen Installation, (817) 642-3591.<br />

                                                        Drawer P. Rogers, Texas 76569.<br />

                                                        DRIVE-IN THEATRE ^SCREENS' painted<br />

                                                        and repaired in Tex., Okla., N. Mex., Ark.,<br />

                                                        and La. Gene Taylor, P.O. Box 3524, Shawnee,<br />

                                                        Ks. 66203. (913) 631-9695.<br />

                                                        icLtflfiine Housf<br />

                                                        THEATRES FOR SALE<br />

                                                        WORLD'S LARGEST THEATRE<br />

                                                        JOE JOSEPH, Box 31406, Dallas 75231<br />

                                                        363-2724.<br />

                                                        DRIVE-IN THEATRE. Schuylkill Count<br />

                                                        P A. Excellent location on busy Rt. 61. 16<br />

                                                        acre commercial property, newly refinished<br />

                                                        screen, dual sound system, 56"<br />

                                                        business. (316) 583-7145 or (316) 583-6120.<br />

                                                        TWO VERY PROFITABLE THEATRES.<br />

                                                        1—triplex in El Paso, Texas, 681 seats,<br />

                                                        3 years old in shopping center $275,-<br />

                                                        000.00. 2— twin in Corpus Christi,<br />

                                                        Texas, 500 seats 4 years old free standing<br />

                                                        bldg., $250,000.00. Owner phasing<br />

                                                        out of business Terms to qualified<br />

                                                        buyer Boxollice 4232.<br />

                                                        TWIN INDOOR THEATRE, Toledo, Ohi<<br />

                                                        ully automated. Net proht pasi<br />

                                                        ibove $32,000 C Dxollice, 4242<br />

                                                        PACKAGE indoor theatre with<br />

                                                        plus DRIVE-IN theatre, both shol^<br />

                                                        books. P. O. Box 30 Ord, Nebraska 68852<br />

                                                        (303) 728-3569.<br />

                                                        BY OWNER. 300 seat theatre, 'Western<br />

                                                        Montana. Main Street, no competition.<br />

                                                        $7,000 prolit 1978. Open weekends. Only<br />

                                                        $35,000. Write: Park Theatre, St. Ignatius,<br />

                                                        MT 59855, or call (406) 745-4430.<br />

                                                        300 SEAT INDOOR; Deluxe 3-bedi<br />

                                                        apartment; 2 business rentals. Joy T<br />

                                                        re, Virginia, IL 62691. (217) 452-7536.<br />

                                                        THEATRES FOR SALE OR LEASE<br />

                                                        MODERN THEATRE 1720 seat capacity<br />

                                                        ivailable lor Film or live entertainment<br />

                                                        nterested parties apply to: PO Box 152<br />

                                                        GOOD USED automated booth, with<br />

                                                        THEATRE SEATING<br />

                                                        ound and xenon, lor 380 seat house; also<br />

                                                        pright popcorn machine. Must be reasonbly<br />

                                                        priced, prefer Southwest area. Boxllice,<br />

                                                        4240.<br />

                                                        ials pric bu\<br />

                                                        and sell theatre chairs. Chicago Used<br />

                                                        Chair Mart, 2616 W. Grand Ave., Chicago,<br />

                                                        1 11. 60612. (31 2) 235-Ull. _ _<br />

                                                        BUSINESS STIMULATORS<br />

                                                        SPECIALISTS IN THEATRE SEATING.<br />

                                                        New and rebuilt theatre chcrirs lor sole.<br />

                                                        We buy and sell old chairs. Travel Irom<br />

                                                        coast to coast. Seating Corporation oi<br />

                                                        BUILD ATTENDANCE with real Hawaiian<br />

                                                        orchids. Few cents each. Write Flow-<br />

                                                        N. Y. 11201. Tel. (212) 875-5433 (reverse<br />

                                                        New York, 247 Water Street, Brooklyn,<br />

                                                        ers ol Hawaii, 670 S. Lafayette Place, Los charges).<br />

                                                        Angeles, Calif. 90005.<br />

                                                        $100 REWAHDl Need 200 to 2,000 theatre<br />

                                                        BINGO CARDS DIE CUT: 1-75, 1500 combinations<br />

                                                        in color. PREMIUM PRODUCTS, Know of a theatre closed We need phone<br />

                                                        chairs, any condition but rebuildable.<br />

                                                        339 West 44th St., New York, N.Y. 10036 number or owner's name. Will remove off<br />

                                                        lloor<br />

                                                        (212) 246-4972.<br />

                                                        and transport. At present we have<br />

                                                        250 American Bodilorms completely rebuilt.<br />

                                                        Red metal, red upholstery, (816) 523-2904,<br />

                                                        495-5507. Mission Seoting, 8320 Ward Parkway<br />

                                                        Plaza, Kansas City, MO 64114.<br />

                                                        cal<br />

                                                        THEATRE REMODELING<br />

                                                        Services Comi<br />

                                                        —designing—ac!<br />

                                                        wall covering—seat refurbishing—<br />

                                                        curtains, black masking conversion<br />

                                                        tems. Materials and labor supplied.<br />

                                                        (617) 769-6580. Endicott St., Bldg 25,<br />

                                                        wood, Mass. 02062.<br />

                                                        lerilion,<br />

                                                        $15.00<br />

                                                        THEATRES WANTED<br />

                                                        INDOOR THEATRES or drive-Ins v^anted<br />

                                                        lo lease in Mich Jnd In:l. O.r.en or<br />

                                                        ,<br />

                                                        closed. Please send inlormaaon. Boxollice,<br />

                                                        INDOOR THEATRES or drive-ins wanted<br />

                                                        to lease or buy in up-state New Yoi<br />

                                                        Please send Information to: Edwin Coilin,<br />

                                                        Jr., 47 Alexander St., Uttle Falls, New<br />

                                                        CHAIN IS SEEKING moUon picture theatres<br />

                                                        lor sale, lease or rent in major cities.<br />

                                                        Please send information to Boxollice, 4208.<br />

                                                        wishes to .<br />

                                                        theatres, single, twin, or multl-plex in<br />

                                                        Washington, Baltimore, Richmond corridor<br />

                                                        and thru both Carolinas south to Florida.<br />

                                                        11 you have a theatre or theatres successful<br />

                                                        or potentially so -with a good experienced<br />

                                                        operator please reply immediately<br />

                                                        to Boxollice 4234. You will be contacted<br />

                                                        promptly.<br />

                                                        WANTED in Florida. In-door or drive-in<br />

                                                        theatre, medium size. Good draw area<br />

                                                        Lease buy lease or purchase. Experienced<br />

                                                        exhibitor. Boxolfice 4233.<br />

                                                        MAN IN MID 40's heavy experience supervising<br />

                                                        multi-plex units, booking an<br />

                                                        in first buying run hectvy grossing and<br />

                                                        to competitive situations seeks purchase<br />

                                                        or lease single or multi-plex theatres<br />

                                                        Prefer south or southwest but consider<br />

                                                        any lucrative or potentially successful<br />

                                                        area with proper management. All replies<br />

                                                        confidential and will be answered. Boxollice<br />

                                                        4236.<br />

                                                        THEATRES to lease, purchase or monaae,<br />

                                                        in Western Connecticut, Massachu-<br />

                                                        setts Vermont or Eastern New York State.<br />

                                                        Pemberry Inc Road, Newtown,<br />

                                                        Conn. 06470.<br />

                                                        FILMS FOR RENT<br />

                                                        ited<br />

                                                        16MM XXX FILMS lor any area in the<br />

                                                        world. Our trailers and posters are free<br />

                                                        "Our service made us the best. Call<br />

                                                        (216) 779-7136.<br />

                                                        FEATURES— 16mm or video. Rent, sale<br />

                                                        $10 00 up. $1.00 for new catalog. Movietown<br />

                                                        6520 Selma, Hollywood 90028.<br />

                                                        FILMS FOR SALE<br />

                                                        ATTENTION DISTRIBUTORS: New 35mm<br />

                                                        Tints on classic science-fiction and horror<br />

                                                        :1ms lor outright sale. Boxolfice, 4230.<br />

                                                        IGMM SOUND/SILENT Classics lor theatrical<br />

                                                        or home use. Illustrated catalog<br />

                                                        50c Pictures, 3621-B Manbeck Wokonda<br />

                                                        Drive, Des Moines, lo-wa 50321.<br />

                                                        35nim FILMS—outright sale. Titles from<br />

                                                        1933-1956, many in the Public Domain.<br />

                                                        Classics, Westerns, comedies. Prints in<br />

                                                        excellent condition. List free. W.M.P., Box<br />

                                                        7195, Kansas City, Mo. 64113.<br />

                                                        International Blockbusters: SALAHEDDIN<br />

                                                        AYYOUBI and REVOLTED PALESTINIAN.<br />

                                                        Worldwide rights: Rinalilm, Box 116031,<br />

                                                        Beirut,<br />

                                                        Lebanon.<br />

                                                        FILMS WANTED<br />

                                                        WANTED 35mm tainment feature<br />

                                                        ket. Rights purchased<br />

                                                        on percentage<br />

                                                        or will distribute a<br />

                                                        ' basis. Send particulars " '"<br />

                                                        Mice, " 41 *^"^<br />

                                                        WE PURCHASE CANADIAN RIGHTS to<br />

                                                        leature films. CREATIVE EXPOSURE, a<br />

                                                        film marketing company finds the market,<br />

                                                        promo es and distributes your product to<br />

                                                        its maximum potential. Terms negotiable<br />

                                                        Soles Manager, Carm Bordonaro (416><br />

                                                        April

                                                    

                                                    BOXOFFICE LEADS THE FIELD<br />

                                                        with more exhibitor subscribers<br />

                                                        because it publishes . . .<br />

                                                        MORE<br />

                                                        Local and National News<br />

                                                        MORE Booking<br />

                                                        Information<br />

                                                        MORE Showmandising Ideas<br />

                                                        MORE Projection<br />

                                                        Information<br />

                                                        MORE Equipment and Concession Tips<br />

                                                        MORE Convention Coverage<br />

                                                        MORE on all counts that count most<br />

                                                        —read and relied on by MORE Theatremen<br />

                                                        than any other film trade paper in the world<br />

                                                        THE NATIONAL FILM WEEKLY - WITH THE LOCAL TOUCH!
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