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                                        Aegean NewsT H E Q U A R T E R L Y M A G A Z I N E O F A E G E A NAegean Orders6 New RO-ROTankersto ServeGreek IslandsLloyd’s Register“Work<strong>in</strong>gTogether”GeorgeMelissanidisAn InterviewSUMMER 2005EnergyPolicy¡. StefanouPlusFlows & CurrentsExplorationMaritime TraditionCreat<strong>in</strong>gthe Future∞ƒπ§π√ - π√À¡π√ 2003 AEGEAN NEWS 3

                                                    

                                                    contents22Apostolos Poulovassilis,Area Manager, EastMediterranean & BlackSea, Lloyd’s RegisterEMEA, discusses today'sevolv<strong>in</strong>g marketplace.Aegean is <strong>in</strong> the process of8 20 upgrad<strong>in</strong>g its liquid fuels reserveand trad<strong>in</strong>g <strong>in</strong>stallations<strong>in</strong> Alexandroupolis.George Melissanidis discusses howAegean is respond<strong>in</strong>g to changes <strong>in</strong>today's global shipp<strong>in</strong>g marketplace.Summer 2005Aegean News is publishedquarterly by AEGEANPUBLISHER & MANAGING EDITORRaymond MateraCONTRIBUTING EDITORG. GeorganaLAYOUT AND PRODUCTIONMultimedia S.A.PRINTING AND BINDINGA. Psillidis & Co.OWNERAegean42 Hatzikyriakou Street185 38, Piraeus, GreeceTel: +30 210 458 6000Fax: +30 210 458 6241E-Mail: <strong>in</strong>fo@<strong>aegean</strong>oil.grInternet: www.<strong>aegean</strong>oil.grComments and suggestionsare welcome.CODE: 5169Aegean News is free of charge andis available, subject toavailability, to any <strong>in</strong>terestedperson or organization.4 AEGEAN UPDATE6 FLOWS AND CURRENTSTrends and News <strong>in</strong> the Oil and Energy Fields8 RETAILAlexandroupolis Installations10 RETAILQuality & Economy12 RETAILAegean’s Per<strong>form</strong>ance—First Trimester 200514 STATIONS OF THE MONTHToulis Baldis:“I Don’t Like Big Fat Words”Yiannis Klettas-Sofiko Kor<strong>in</strong>thias16 BUNKERINGAnalysis: Fuel Low <strong>in</strong> Sulphur17 BUNKERINGNew Certificates—TR8:2003Customer Satisfaction Questionnaire18 BUNKERINGJamaica’s First Days of Operation19 SHIPPINGWork<strong>in</strong>g Luncheon with Capta<strong>in</strong> P. Tsakos19 AEGEAN ORDERS 6 RO-RO TANKERS20 SHIPPINGInterview with George Melissanidis22 LLOYD’S REGISTER“Work<strong>in</strong>g Together”24 ENERGY POLICYN. Stephanou, General Secretary,M<strong>in</strong>istry of Development26 EXPLORATION“Azerbaijan”The Birthplace of the Oil Industry27 MARITIME TRADITIONA Fish named Tarichos28 ROOTSKomboloi—Track<strong>in</strong>g Down its Roots (Part One)29 ATHLETICSSoccer Crosses the Atlantic30 TRAVELHydra—An All-Time ClassicSUMMER 2005 AEGEAN NEWS 3

                                                    

                                                    Logg<strong>in</strong>g OnCustomers and associates of Aegeanmay visit the company’s web site[www.<strong>aegean</strong>oil.gr] to learn about thecompany’s activities.Bunker<strong>in</strong>g customers may registeronl<strong>in</strong>e to conduct bus<strong>in</strong>ess and ma<strong>in</strong>ta<strong>in</strong>contact with the bunker<strong>in</strong>g department.New Stations<strong>in</strong> Aegean’s Retail NetworkThe Aegean network is grow<strong>in</strong>g throughout the country. Today 420 gas stations are a partof the Aegean family. Listed below are the stations that have started display<strong>in</strong>g theAegean logo dur<strong>in</strong>g the last two months.New Office<strong>in</strong> S<strong>in</strong>gaporeAegean has opened a new office <strong>in</strong> the busyAsian shipp<strong>in</strong>g capital of S<strong>in</strong>gapore. As Aegeanestablishes a presence <strong>in</strong> new markets worldwide,S<strong>in</strong>gapore figures high on the list ofEastward expansion and the new office will provideAegean with the necessary foothold forgrowth <strong>in</strong> Asian markets.Aegean's offices, which occupy the 13th floor<strong>in</strong> the central bus<strong>in</strong>ess district of S<strong>in</strong>gapore,are fully operational and by the end of the yearwill be mak<strong>in</strong>g physical supplies <strong>in</strong> the S<strong>in</strong>gaporemarket. The 6-person office is managedby Erw<strong>in</strong> Chua and the Greek side of the S<strong>in</strong>gaporeteam is represented by Yiannis Tzanakakis.Tel: + 65 622 45210e-Mail: s<strong>in</strong>gapore@<strong>aegean</strong>oil.gr65 Othonos, Lamia FthiotidaKotsilitis Pandelis5 Thermaikou, ThessalonikiEliadis Elias1st km Apsalou-ThessalonikisMetitanidis Georgios15th km P.∂.√. Thessalonikis-EvzononKarayiannidis SA29th km Thessalonikis–MihanionasKerasia ThessalonikiHadjigeorgiou NikolaosLouros PrevezisLetsios ChristosAgnadero KarditsasLaspas Demetrios2nd km Trikalon-PylisPan. Gouma Bros.Zilefti TrikalonTsiotras EvaggelosCrysavgi TrikalonPappa EfterpiOihalia TrikalonHadji Ioanna18 Lavriou Ave., Glyka NeraKonstand<strong>in</strong>idis IoannisTerma Venizelou, KilkisSarandis VasiliosChrysovitsa AstakouZorbas HeraklesMakrohori VeroiasChrysanis IoannisArgos Airport, ArgosPatouras Vasilisª. Volvi LagadaGeorgiadou Despo<strong>in</strong>a32 Sivitanidou & P. Tsaldari, KallitheaKazantzis Stamatis & Co.205 Thivon Avenue, PeristeriMaravelias F- Papadeas A.Kondariotissa Kater<strong>in</strong>isPistilis Demetrios40 Marathonos Avenue, MarathonasRousi-Barba Fot<strong>in</strong>iKerkyras & 24 Paxon, KypseliFoundas P. Ioannis & CoKa<strong>in</strong>ourgio Agr<strong>in</strong>iouSideris IoannisPiperia AridaeaKonakoglou AnnaGarefi AridaeaKoyios AlexandrosAnoixis Avenue AridaeaKotaidou ArhondiDorothea AridaeaBerberis EvaggelosPolykarpi AridaeaPehlivanis Georgios¡otia AridaeaEleftheriadis DemetriosFoustani Aridaea∫apelis StylianosFiloteia AridaeaKaraelias Stavrosªilia Aridaea∫lironomoi Giannakopoulou N.Arhaggelos AridaeaBatsili PetroulaExaplatanos AridaeaPanagiotelidis MiltiadisErasmio XanthiNetzip Oglou Tourhan200 Piraios, TavrosMakridis Yiannis18 Ag. Gerasimou, 291 00 ZakynthosTsourakis NikolaosSUMMER 2005 AEGEAN NEWS 5

                                                    

                                                    G8 Summit: Need for Action Establishedwithout Specific TargetsUpon the completion of the G8 summit,an announcement was made publicstat<strong>in</strong>g that “the group is ready to actnow” aga<strong>in</strong>st climatic change, “so that<strong>in</strong>crease of emissions responsible forthe greenhouse effect may be reversed”.The announcement makes a referenceto the Kyoto protocol, the <strong>in</strong>ternationalagreement demand<strong>in</strong>g the decrease ofsuch emissions, by 2012, which theUSA have refused to ratify, on the basisof the huge costs it requires and ofscientific “uncerta<strong>in</strong>ties” <strong>in</strong> regardsto the change of the climate.The announcement also makes it clearthat the G8 countries will focus onprovid<strong>in</strong>g help to develop<strong>in</strong>g countries,to adopt clean energy technologies, <strong>in</strong>steadof plac<strong>in</strong>g restrictive measureson their economies.The British Prime M<strong>in</strong>ister Tony Blairannounced that the G8 together withfive emerg<strong>in</strong>g economies-Ch<strong>in</strong>a,Brazil, India, Mexico and S.Africawilldiscuss <strong>in</strong> November new strategiesaga<strong>in</strong>st the greenhouse effect.Oil Starts Flow<strong>in</strong>gthroughAzerbaijan Pipel<strong>in</strong>eIn a grand ceremony on May 26, thepresidents of Azerbaijan, Georgia, andTurkey opened the pipel<strong>in</strong>e that will betransferr<strong>in</strong>g approximately 1 millionbarrels of crude oil a day from theCaspian Sea to the Turkish port ofCeyhan <strong>in</strong> the Mediterranean. The costof construct<strong>in</strong>g the pipel<strong>in</strong>e totaledroughly 3.6 billion U.S. dollars.Accord<strong>in</strong>g to Turkish President AhmedNecdet Sezer, “this is the Silk Road ofthe 21st Century.” Azerbaijan,Georgia, and Turkey, and <strong>in</strong>vestorsown<strong>in</strong>g part of the fields through whichthe pipel<strong>in</strong>e will pass, expect to collectmore than 150 billion U.S. dollars <strong>in</strong>“This is the Silk Roadof the 21st Century"Greece and KosovoSeek Closer Cooperation<strong>in</strong> EnergyGreek Development Deputy M<strong>in</strong>ister George Salagoudis met with energy officials fromKosovo, led by Energy M<strong>in</strong>ister Ethem Ceku, to discuss forg<strong>in</strong>g closer cooperation <strong>in</strong> energyand natural resources.The delegation also <strong>in</strong>cluded Development and Strategy Department Director Nail Reshidi,Energy Department Director Mimoza Kusari, M<strong>in</strong><strong>in</strong>g Department Director Lorik Haxhiu, andPolitical Analyst Sabri Limari.revenue from oil, gas, and transit feesfrom 2005 to 2024.The consortium <strong>in</strong>vest<strong>in</strong>g <strong>in</strong> thepipel<strong>in</strong>e is led by BP and comprises 11partners and developers, <strong>in</strong>clud<strong>in</strong>gState Oil Company of Azerbaijan,Unocal, Statoil Norway, the TurkishPetroleum Corporation, Eni and Total,Itochu, Inpex and ConocoPhillips, andAmerada Hess.SUMMER 2005 AEGEAN NEWS 7

                                                    

                                                    RETAILMajor WorksAt Installations <strong>in</strong> AlexandroupolisYIANNIS PISTOLAS | MANAGER, ALEXANDROUPOLIS INSTALLATIONSAegean is <strong>in</strong> the process of upgrad<strong>in</strong>g its liquid fuels reserve and trad<strong>in</strong>g<strong>in</strong>stallations <strong>in</strong> Alexandroupolis. The company’s Management has approveda comprehensive program designed to improve operational capabilities,environmental management and protection, and the quality of servicesand products.Under the framework ofthe upgrade program,Aegean:1: Upgraded the tank—truck load<strong>in</strong>gareas by modify<strong>in</strong>g them toBottom Load<strong>in</strong>g and connect<strong>in</strong>gthem to an automatic programm<strong>in</strong>gand load<strong>in</strong>g software.2: Installed a Vapor Recovery Unit, <strong>in</strong> l<strong>in</strong>e with M<strong>in</strong>isterialDecree 10245/713/97 and European Council Directive94/532/EK that was passed on December 20, 1994. Soonthe Vapor Recovery Unit will be employed to protect theenvironment from emitted liquid fuel vapors.3: Moved the <strong>in</strong>stallation’s chemical lab to a newly renovatedarea and <strong>in</strong>stalled new equipment, such as flash po<strong>in</strong>t, to ensurethe quality of traded fuels.8 AEGEAN NEWS SUMMER 2005

                                                    

                                                    4: Is replac<strong>in</strong>g exist<strong>in</strong>g pipel<strong>in</strong>es with two new pipel<strong>in</strong>es, six<strong>in</strong>ches and eight <strong>in</strong>ches, for load<strong>in</strong>g and unload<strong>in</strong>g fuels fromtankers with the “pig” system. Completion of this project willhelp to prevent accidents and m<strong>in</strong>imize the use of sea waterand oil residues.With their modernization, the upgrad<strong>in</strong>g of their operation,and great emphasis on environmental sensitivity and thequality of services and products, Aegean’s <strong>in</strong>stallations <strong>in</strong>Alexandroupolis will operate as a model <strong>in</strong>stallation <strong>in</strong> theregion and will <strong>in</strong>crease liquid fuels trad<strong>in</strong>g through controlledand qualitative procedures that are safe for man andthe environment.Aegean’s <strong>in</strong>stallations will be <strong>in</strong> a position to meet ever<strong>in</strong>creas<strong>in</strong>g demands <strong>in</strong> eastern Macedonia and Thrace.The human resources of our branch, with experiencega<strong>in</strong>ed from the six-year operation of the <strong>in</strong>stallations,broad knowledge <strong>in</strong> the Liquid Fuels sector, and directcommunication with all of Aegean’s associates, have managedto <strong>in</strong>crease considerably the volume of trad<strong>in</strong>g throughthe Alexandroupolis <strong>in</strong>stallations dur<strong>in</strong>g the w<strong>in</strong>ter period(2004-2005), confirm<strong>in</strong>g that respect from associates andcompetitors is ga<strong>in</strong>ed through modernization, upgrad<strong>in</strong>g,and healthy competition.SUMMER 2005 AEGEAN NEWS 9

                                                    

                                                    RETAILAegean Quality and EconomyANTONIS HATZIS | MANAGER OF NORTHERN GREECE GAS STATIONS NETWORKQuality and Economy. These two words are rarely compatible. But at Aegean,we managed to comb<strong>in</strong>e concepts that can only be comb<strong>in</strong>ed on exceptionaloccasions, concepts that rarely go hand <strong>in</strong> hand with the absolutely positivecourse of a company, our company.10 AEGEAN NEWS SUMMER 2005

                                                    

                                                    But how did this come about?Quality is the basic guid<strong>in</strong>gpr<strong>in</strong>ciple that we follow. If weanalyze all the parameters of Aegean’sphilosophy, start<strong>in</strong>g from its corporateimage, we become aware of the superiorquality and <strong>in</strong>novative design of itsgas stations. Aegean never hesitated tospend as much as necessary to atta<strong>in</strong>the image it desires for its stations.Aegean places a lot of attention onfuel quality. This is why Aegean hasstaffed a special mobile unit that per<strong>form</strong>srandom <strong>in</strong>spections at its gasstations to certify excellent fuel quality.In the sector of services to gas stationowners, Aegean has a customercenteredconcept and aims at address<strong>in</strong>gany problems that may naturallyoccur <strong>in</strong> these transactions. In l<strong>in</strong>ewith our customer-centered approach,Aegean is <strong>in</strong> the process of atta<strong>in</strong><strong>in</strong>gISO 9001 certification for services offeredto all its associates.These efforts have been possiblethrough the cont<strong>in</strong>uous support of theadm<strong>in</strong>istration’s network and especiallythe CEO Mr. Iakovos Melissanidis,who makes customer-service a toppriority.One would naturally expect thatclose attention to quality would raisethe cost of the company’s products, butAegean’s philosophy is to make profitsAegean’s philosophy is to make profits from heavyconsumption and network expansion, not fromburden<strong>in</strong>g its clients.from heavy consumption and networkexpansion, not from burden<strong>in</strong>g itsclients.As a result of these efforts, a largenumber of consumers—grow<strong>in</strong>g largerby the day—identify Aegean’s gas stationsas the best and most economicalsolution.At Aegean, we make sure that qualityand economy are compatible concepts,concepts that will no longer seemcontradictory when we <strong>in</strong>corporate them<strong>in</strong>to one strategy. For us, it is a commitment,for you, an opportunity.Aegean Provides Fuelto the American Base <strong>in</strong> SoudaExpand<strong>in</strong>g its cooperation with the U.S. public sector, Aegean recently signeda five-year contract to provide a U.S. military base <strong>in</strong> Souda with fuel.S<strong>in</strong>ce June 1, Aegean has been provid<strong>in</strong>g the base with fuel for its vehiclesand for the operation of all its <strong>in</strong>stallations.SUMMER 2005 AEGEAN NEWS11

                                                    

                                                    ACHAIAFOKIDAARTAPREVEZATHESPROTIAKARDITSATRIKALAIOANNINAGREVENAKOZANIKASTORIAFLORINAPELLAKILKISSERRESDRAMAXANTHIRODOPITHASSOSLIMNOSLESVOSHIOSSAMOTHRACEEVROSKAVALATHESSALONIKIHALKIDIKIIMATHIAPIERIALARISSAMAGNESSIAFTHIOTIDAEVIAANDROSSKYROSTINOSMILOSAMORGOSASTYPALIASANTORINIPAROSSYROSNAXOSRODOSKARPATHOSIKARIAKOSEVRITANIAVIOTIAATTIKAARCADIAARGOLIDAKORINTHIAILIAMESSINIAZAKYNTHOSLEFKADACORFUKEPHALONIAAITOLOAKARNANIALAKONIAKYTHIRAHANIARETHYMNOIRAKLIOCRETELASITHI564211221114355327381844454111132121212115111274211111411SUMMER 2005 AEGEAN NEWS 13Aegean’s Retail Network Expand<strong>in</strong>g Rapidly420 Stations and Grow<strong>in</strong>g!

                                                    

                                                    STATIONS OF THE MONTHToulis Baldis“I Don’t Like Big Fat Words”A seasoned veteran <strong>in</strong> the fuel bus<strong>in</strong>ess, Sevastos Baldis—Toulis to most people—is the owner of the gas station that, s<strong>in</strong>ce 1978, operates <strong>in</strong> Kato Scholari, on theNational Road Thessaloniki-New Moudania. In the summer of 2003, he choseto cont<strong>in</strong>ue his successful course, hand <strong>in</strong> hand with Aegean.For more than 20 years, Mr. Baldiscooperated with a big mult<strong>in</strong>ationalfuel company, and hisrelationship with the company was neverwhat he wished it to be. A few yearsago, however, th<strong>in</strong>gs got even worse. Planshad been announced for changes on thehighway where his gas station —togetherwith three others— is located. ToulisBaldis clearly noticed a change <strong>in</strong> his relationshipwith the fuel company. “Theydid not know what would happen withthe highway, and they chose to stop <strong>in</strong>vest<strong>in</strong>g<strong>in</strong> me,” he expla<strong>in</strong>s. “Not onlythat, but they started to discrim<strong>in</strong>ateaga<strong>in</strong>st me. I am not a man of manywords, I am not a person who compla<strong>in</strong>sand makes demands all the time. So, theywere giv<strong>in</strong>g all their attention to thosewho did compla<strong>in</strong> all the time and theycompletely ignored me.”A veteran <strong>in</strong> the profession, ToulisBaldis knows th<strong>in</strong>gs, people, and situations.In this way, he had heard aboutAegean, a new company <strong>in</strong> the fuel bus<strong>in</strong>ess.“I liked what I heard from othercolleagues, I liked its logo, I liked its people,and of course…I liked the fact thatthe company offered the lowest prices,”said Mr. Baldis.The f<strong>in</strong>al agreement was made atIakovos Melissanidis’ office. “I went toThessaloniki to meet with Mr. Iakovos.Straightforward words, no false promises.Our meet<strong>in</strong>g quelled any reservationsI still had,” said Mr. Baldis.Suddenly, the previous company’s <strong>in</strong>differencehad trans<strong>form</strong>ed <strong>in</strong>to press<strong>in</strong>g<strong>in</strong>terest. What happened, why did hemake this decision, was he sure he wasdo<strong>in</strong>g the right th<strong>in</strong>g? Unfortunately forthe previous company, its <strong>in</strong>terest was abit delayed. Mr. Baldis’ decision was irrevocable.Accord<strong>in</strong>g to an ancient Greek say<strong>in</strong>g,“When one th<strong>in</strong>g goes bad, millions“I went to Thessaloniki to meet with Iakovos Melissanidis.Straightforward words, no false promises. This meet<strong>in</strong>gquelled all my reservations.”of bad th<strong>in</strong>gs follow.” Well, it seems thatthis works the other way around for ToulisBaldis. Th<strong>in</strong>gs went from good to better.The highway was changed, but to his station’sbenefit. Mr. Baldis’ station climbedfrom 4th station to number one <strong>in</strong> thearea. This change, comb<strong>in</strong>ed with hisnewfound cooperation with Aegean,boosted his sales impressively.So far, Toulis Baldis views his cooperationwith Aegean as more than positive.He doesn’t even consider the possibilityof switch<strong>in</strong>g to another company.“I wouldn’t pay the slightest attention toany other proposals. What more couldthey offer? My cooperation with Aegeanall this time has been exactly as I wantit. I have no compla<strong>in</strong>ts. They have givenme all that I have asked for. And asyou know, I don’t like big fat words.”14 AEGEAN NEWS SUMMER 2005

                                                    

                                                    Yiannis KlettasSofiko Kor<strong>in</strong>thiasMr. Yiannis Klettas’ gas station has beenoperat<strong>in</strong>g as a family bus<strong>in</strong>ess <strong>in</strong> Sofikos<strong>in</strong>ce 1985. He jo<strong>in</strong>ed the Aegean familythree years ago.For years the station owner workedwith a big fuel company, as didmost of the stations <strong>in</strong> the widerarea. There were quite a few problems.Accord<strong>in</strong>g to Mr. Klettas, “the climatehad become almost hostile. They wouldcharge a very low price to stations with theirlogo and a different price to the rest of us.”“Well, isn’t this absolutely normal?”asked Aegean News.“Of course it is. But what makes thedifference is the way you do it. When youreally know how to conduct your bus<strong>in</strong>essproperly you have to deal with peoplethe right way. You must treat them <strong>in</strong>a way that will br<strong>in</strong>g them closer to you.You should not alienate them with yourbehavior. This is what I do with my clientsand it has never failed.”Mr. Klettas did mention one very positiveaspect of his cooperation with thebig fuel company. He had the chance tomeet and appreciate certa<strong>in</strong> people,among which are Aegean executives.Through his relationship with these people,he came to know about the familyclimate of Aegean, and when the fuelcompany announced its withdrawal fromthe market, the station owner had alreadyplotted the course of his next partnership.One of the th<strong>in</strong>gs that impressed Mr.Klettas was his first meet<strong>in</strong>g with thePresident of the Aegean Group, Mr. DimitrisMelissanidis, and the CEO of AegeanMr. Ioakovos Melissanidis. “You rarelymeet people with the prestige of DimitrisMelissanidis who tell you that they don’tlike be<strong>in</strong>g addressed as Mr. President andwho request that you address him by hisfirst name. This was very <strong>in</strong>dicative of thenature of our relationship.”“My meet<strong>in</strong>gs with Mr. Iakovos reconfirmedmy <strong>in</strong>itial positive impressionsthat have now developed <strong>in</strong>toThe quality of fuel thatAegean provides isexcellent, and this soonbecame clear to everyone.completely reliable and honest cooperation,a cooperation that all the stationowners <strong>in</strong> the wider area also enjoy,”said Mr. Klettas.Yiannis Klettas was the first stationowner <strong>in</strong> Kor<strong>in</strong>thia to jo<strong>in</strong> the Aegeanfamily. Almost concurrently, eleven morestation owners <strong>in</strong> Argolis did the same.Switch<strong>in</strong>g companies became a rathermassive affair <strong>in</strong> the wider region. Mr.Klettas’ station was the first <strong>in</strong> Kor<strong>in</strong>thiato jo<strong>in</strong> the Aegean family. At almost thesame time, eleven other stations <strong>in</strong> Argolisfollowed suit.It was not easy <strong>in</strong> the beg<strong>in</strong>n<strong>in</strong>g. “Thefirst five months were quite difficult.There was a lot of hesitation and suspicionma<strong>in</strong>ly due to talk <strong>in</strong> the marketabout fuel quality. Soon, though, it wasover. The quality of fuel that Aegean providesis excellent, and this soon becameclear to everyone.”Today, follow<strong>in</strong>g three years withAegean, Yiannis Klettas knows he madethe right decision. His station’s sales havealmost doubled. He describes his cooperationwith Aegean as be<strong>in</strong>g “Impeccable.No problem whatsoever.”“And what about the future?” asksAegean News, “Is there a chance youmight consider some other proposition?”Mr. Klettas replies with true professionalism.“Look. I have no reason at themoment to consider any such possibility.But when I complete my five years withAegean, I will reevaluate the situation. Ilike to keep up with any new developments<strong>in</strong> my sector that might help to improvethe services I offer. I have heardsometh<strong>in</strong>g about computers connected tothe fuel deposits and about automatic sales.I want to be <strong>in</strong>volved with all that, I wantto keep up with new th<strong>in</strong>gs, be competitive.This will be a very important factor<strong>in</strong> my choice of company. But, to tellyou the truth, I believe Aegean, be<strong>in</strong>g apioneer <strong>in</strong> <strong>in</strong>novations, will support me<strong>in</strong> everyth<strong>in</strong>g.”SUMMER 2005 AEGEAN NEWS 15

                                                    

                                                    BUNKERINGRelationship Between Low Sulfur Fuel,TBN, and Lube Oil Feed Rate <strong>in</strong> Two-StrokeMar<strong>in</strong>e Diesel Eng<strong>in</strong>esDIMITRIS G. BAKINEZOS | LUBRICANTS MANAGERThere has been a lot of talk recently about the future use of low sulfur fuels <strong>in</strong> themar<strong>in</strong>e <strong>in</strong>dustry. The average amount of sulfur <strong>in</strong> two-stroke mar<strong>in</strong>e diesel eng<strong>in</strong>esused today is approximately 3%.The Total Base Number(TBN) is a factor that <strong>in</strong>dicatesthe ability of thecyl<strong>in</strong>der oil to neutralize acid us<strong>in</strong>galkal<strong>in</strong>e components. The higherthe TBN of the cyl<strong>in</strong>der oil themore acid can be neutralized.Controlled corrosion is veryimportant <strong>in</strong> creat<strong>in</strong>g the lubricationoil film and, as a result, the TBN is important tocontrol corrosion on the cyl<strong>in</strong>der l<strong>in</strong>er surface.We should take extra caution to avoid complete neutralizationof the acids—sulfur oxides. If complete neutralizationoccurs, controlled corrosion cannot be achieved anddamage to the oil film on the cyl<strong>in</strong>der l<strong>in</strong>er surface and excessivecorrosive wear may result.Efficiency <strong>in</strong> operat<strong>in</strong>g fuel oils with sulfur content1–1.5% and high TBN lubrication oils depends on the eng<strong>in</strong>emaker, age, l<strong>in</strong>er temperature, lube oil feed rate, andthe TBN.For many years, cyl<strong>in</strong>der oils with TBN 70 have been thestandard <strong>in</strong> two-stroke diesel eng<strong>in</strong>es. It has been acceptableto use cyl<strong>in</strong>der oil of TBN 70 with fuel sulfur contentof 1-1.5% for up to two weeks maximum. At the sametime, eng<strong>in</strong>e manufacturers advise that the TBN 70 cyl<strong>in</strong>deroil feed rate be reduced when us<strong>in</strong>g low sulfur fuel.It has been shown <strong>in</strong> practice that some two-strokediesel eng<strong>in</strong>es can use low-sulfur fuel and still use TBN 70lube oil by reduc<strong>in</strong>g the cyl<strong>in</strong>der oil feed rate to the levelsrecommended by the eng<strong>in</strong>e’s manufacturer.Practice has shown that the m<strong>in</strong>imum feed rate of TBN70 lube oil is 0.5 g/bhph. This feed rate can be achievedwhile still ma<strong>in</strong>ta<strong>in</strong><strong>in</strong>g an acceptable film thickness by us<strong>in</strong>gfuel with a sulfur content of 2%. An eng<strong>in</strong>e us<strong>in</strong>g TBN70 lube oil and 0.5 g/bhph feed rate with 1% sulfur fuelwill have over-neutralized acids which we don’t want forreasons expla<strong>in</strong>ed earlier.In case we have to use a fuel with sulfur content as low as0.5%, what we need is a low cyl<strong>in</strong>der-oil feed rate (as recommendedby the eng<strong>in</strong>e manufacturer) and TBN 50 lubricantoil.Eng<strong>in</strong>e manufacturers advise that the TBN70 cyl<strong>in</strong>der oil feed rate be reduced whenus<strong>in</strong>g low sulfur fuel.16 AEGEAN NEWS SUMMER 2005

                                                    

                                                    TR8:2003First <strong>in</strong> EuropeANNA SAMPSON | BUNKER TRADERCustomer Satisfaction QuestionnaireGREGORIS ROBOLAKIS | DIRECTOR OF MARINE SALESAegean’s promise to provide high standard services to allits customers is also a commitment to cont<strong>in</strong>ually improv<strong>in</strong>gthe quality of services it offers.With<strong>in</strong> this framework,Aegean, hav<strong>in</strong>g <strong>in</strong> recentmonths coord<strong>in</strong>ated its effortswith its bunker<strong>in</strong>g stations, was successfullycertified by Lloyd’s TR8:2003, thenew quality management system for thebunker supply cha<strong>in</strong>. This system aimsat the development of an effective processfor the qualitative management of thewhole cha<strong>in</strong> of procedures related to aship’s refuel<strong>in</strong>g—from the first step ofload<strong>in</strong>g fuel on our barges to the last stepof deliver<strong>in</strong>g fuel to the ships of our customers.The procedures def<strong>in</strong>ed <strong>in</strong>TR8:2003 were <strong>in</strong>corporated <strong>in</strong>Aegean’s quality procedures manual,along with the renewal of the ISO9001:2000 quality model that is ma<strong>in</strong>ta<strong>in</strong>edby the company <strong>in</strong> cooperationwith Lloyd’s.Aegean is the first company <strong>in</strong> Europeto be certified with TR8:2003. Thisachievement becomes even more significantif we consider that TR8:2003 wasfirst implemented <strong>in</strong> S<strong>in</strong>gapore after twoyears of strenuous efforts.With<strong>in</strong> the same framework, Aegeanalso acquired one more certificate, theBS EN ISO 14001:2004 (environmentalmanagement system). This certificatespecifies the basis on which the companymay determ<strong>in</strong>e its policies and set itsgoals on procedures and activities, tak<strong>in</strong>g<strong>in</strong>to consideration legal and environmentaldemands.Aegean was successfully certified accord<strong>in</strong>g to thenew quality management system for the bunkersupply cha<strong>in</strong> TR8:2003Aegean places a lot of weight on quality.The renewal of its ISO 9001:2000certification, <strong>in</strong> comb<strong>in</strong>ation with its newTR8:2004 certification, makes Aegeana pioneer <strong>in</strong> the sale of mar<strong>in</strong>e fuels andlubricants and places the company onestep higher on the ladder of success.Aegean is the first company <strong>in</strong> Europe certified with TR8:2003Aegean always strives to improve the services it offers its customers and believes that it is very important to understandcustomer needs and take all the measures necessary to facilitate bunker<strong>in</strong>g procedures. Customer responses tothe second questionnaire we issued <strong>in</strong>dicate that Aegean has significantly improved its services dur<strong>in</strong>g recent years.This improvement is attributable to the excellent work of our experienced salespeople <strong>in</strong> our sales department, theprompt process<strong>in</strong>g of <strong>in</strong>voices <strong>in</strong> the account<strong>in</strong>g department, and the on-time delivery per<strong>form</strong>ance at our bunker<strong>in</strong>gstations. As a natural consequence, Aegean’s sales have recently <strong>in</strong>creased.CUSTOMER QUESTIONNAIRE—QUESTION AND ANSWER SUMMARY:EXCELLENT VERY GOOD GOODQUALITY OF SERVICES 67% 31% 2%QUALITY OF SERVICES COMPARED WITH COMPETITION 63% 34% 3%TOTAL EVALUATION OF AEGEAN 65% 32% 3%Our efforts tomaximize thequality of ourservices area never-end<strong>in</strong>gprocess.SUMMER 2005 AEGEAN NEWS 17

                                                    

                                                    BUNKERINGPort Authorityof JamaicaJamaicaGREGORIS ROBOLAKISDIRECTOR OF MARINE SALESAegean’s new bunker<strong>in</strong>g station <strong>in</strong>Jamaica is operat<strong>in</strong>g with greatsuccess. The station cont<strong>in</strong>uesestablish<strong>in</strong>g its presence <strong>in</strong> theregion and has been offer<strong>in</strong>g muchneeded alternative solutions s<strong>in</strong>ceits first day <strong>in</strong> operation.Aegean delivers fuel <strong>in</strong> the port andoffshore with two double hullvessels equipped with the latesttechnology, pump<strong>in</strong>g rates of 700m 3 /hr, competitive prices, and lowcall<strong>in</strong>g costs. The bunker<strong>in</strong>g stationhas already attracted the attentionand <strong>in</strong>terest of big shipp<strong>in</strong>gcompanies and, <strong>in</strong> response to itscustomers’ needs, Aegean hasstarted operat<strong>in</strong>g its new salesoffice <strong>in</strong> New YORK, U.S. This officeis staffed with experiencedpersonnel, ready to respond to allfuel sales requests, not only <strong>in</strong> theCaribbean, but <strong>in</strong> other regionswhere the company is servic<strong>in</strong>g itsclients. With its New YORK office,Aegean is sell<strong>in</strong>g mar<strong>in</strong>e fuel 24hours a day.Who would believe that the idyllic tropical isle of Jamaica hasaspirations to become a thriv<strong>in</strong>g maritime center! Actually,Jamaica has succeeded <strong>in</strong> conv<strong>in</strong>c<strong>in</strong>g the lead<strong>in</strong>g cruise shipcompanies and conta<strong>in</strong>ership operators of its serious <strong>in</strong>tent.The Port Authority of Jamaica has <strong>in</strong>vested massive amountsof money to make the Port of K<strong>in</strong>gston the 72nd largest conta<strong>in</strong>erport <strong>in</strong> the world and the pr<strong>in</strong>cipal transshipment center <strong>in</strong> theregion. Infrastructure development to accommodate cruiseshipp<strong>in</strong>g has resulted <strong>in</strong> more than one million cruise passengersvisit<strong>in</strong>g Jamaica each year.The Jamaica Maritime Adm<strong>in</strong>istration, namely the Maritime Authority ofJamaica (MAJ), seeks to ma<strong>in</strong>ta<strong>in</strong> this momentum. The MAJ was established<strong>in</strong> February 1999 under the Shipp<strong>in</strong>g Act 1998 to pursue thedevelopment of shipp<strong>in</strong>g and to regulate matters relat<strong>in</strong>g to merchant ships andseafarers. The activities of the country are conducted <strong>in</strong> accordance with nationaland <strong>in</strong>ternational standards of maritime safety and pollution prevention.Emphasis was placed on:● Inspection and licens<strong>in</strong>g of the vessels operat<strong>in</strong>g <strong>in</strong> the tourism <strong>in</strong>dustry andcommercial fish<strong>in</strong>g sector● Casualty regulations● Port-state control <strong>in</strong>spection and <strong>in</strong>quiries <strong>in</strong>to mar<strong>in</strong>e accidents occurr<strong>in</strong>g <strong>in</strong>Jamaican waters● Exam<strong>in</strong>ation and certification of seafarers● Draft<strong>in</strong>g of the regulations necessary for the implementation and monitor<strong>in</strong>gof various activities under the Shipp<strong>in</strong>g Act● Technical services to vesselsIn tandem with regulatory oversight activities, the MAJ also pursued the developmentactivities geared at further expand<strong>in</strong>g the Jamaica Ship Registry,promot<strong>in</strong>g Jamaica as a shipp<strong>in</strong>g center, and <strong>in</strong>creas<strong>in</strong>g the earn<strong>in</strong>g potential ofthe MAJ through the provision of technical services.Aegean presently is <strong>in</strong>volved <strong>in</strong> the Jamaican Shipp<strong>in</strong>g Industry, offer<strong>in</strong>g Bunker<strong>in</strong>gServices with valuable support from the Maritime Authority of Jamaica.18 AEGEAN NEWS SUMMER 2005

                                                    

                                                    SHIPPINGCapta<strong>in</strong> TsakosHosts Work<strong>in</strong>g LunchCapta<strong>in</strong> Panyotis Tsakos of the Tsakos Shipp<strong>in</strong>gGroup, and President of the Hellenic Advisory Committeeto Lloyds, <strong>in</strong>vited a group of Greek shipownersto a work<strong>in</strong>g lunch to discuss current topics of <strong>in</strong>terest tothe Greek shipp<strong>in</strong>g community.Nikos Efthymiou, President of the Greek Shipowners Associationwas present at the meet<strong>in</strong>g, which was attended bymany of the lead<strong>in</strong>g names <strong>in</strong> Greek shipp<strong>in</strong>g. Aegean Newswishes every success to Capta<strong>in</strong> Tsakos <strong>in</strong> his efforts to promotethe <strong>in</strong>terests of Greek shipp<strong>in</strong>g.GUESTS ATTENDING WORKING LUNCHEONANGELAKOS E. | ANGELAKOS HELLAS S.A.CHATZIGIANNIS A. | CYPRUS MARITIME CO LTDDALACOURAS G. | DALEXECONOMOU G. | DRYTANK S.A.FRANGOS N. | GOOD FAITH SHIPPING CO S.A.FRANGOU A. | MARITIME ENT. MANAGEMENT S.A.GABRIEL G. | GOLDEN UNIONGIGILINIS D. | GIGILINIS MICHAEL & COGRATSOS G. | STANDARD BULK TRANSPORT CORP.HATZIOANNOU P. | SAFETY MANAGEMENTHATZIMICHAEL H. | TSAKOS SHIPPING AND TRADINGHATZIMICHALIS L. | ST.JAMES SHIPPINGIOANNIDIS J. | SPRINGFIELD SHIPPING COMPANYKANELAKIS CHR. | AVANGEL SHIPPING ENTERPRISESKARNESSIS S. | EUROPEANNAVIGATION CO LTDKARRAS L. | TOMAZOS SHIPPING CO LTDKOMNHNOS A. | TARGET MARINE S.A.KONSTANTAKOPOULOS V. | COSTAMARE S.A.SHIPPING CO.KORKODILOS D. | ANDRIAKILASKARIDIS P. | LASKARIDIS SH.LEKANIDIS S. | EQUINOXLYRAS J. | PARALOS MARITIME CORP. S.A.MAMIDAKIS K. | MAMIDOILMANIOS V. | TRANSMANMARINAKIS E. | BARKLAY SHIPPING LTD.MELISSANIDIS D. | AEGEAN SHIPPINGMOUNDREAS N. | NICHOLAS G. MOUNDREASSHIPPING S.A.PANAGIOTIDIS GABRIEL | MARYVILLE MARITIMEPAPACHRISTIDIS V | HELLESPONT CORP.PAPADAKIS N | A.G.PAPADAKISPAPAGEORGIOU V. | TSAKOS SHIPPING ANDTRADING S.A.PAPAGIANNOPOULOS A. | COMMON PROGRESSPATERAS M. | COMMON PROGRESSPERATIKOS K. | PLEIADES SHIPPING AGENTS S.A.PROCOPIOU DIM. | CENTROFINTSAKOS NIKOLAOS | TEN LTDVENIAMIS THEOD. | GOLDEN UNION SHIPPING CO.XYLAS J. | PYRSOS MANAGING CO.Aegean Orders 6 RO RO TankersSeated: Dimitris Melissanidis, Stelian StancioiuStand<strong>in</strong>g L to R: Ion Enachescu, Liviu Capet, Spyros Fokas, Grigoris Parissis,Kyriakos DermatisIn May, Aegean signed a contract for six RO RO Tankers to be built foroperations <strong>in</strong> the Aegean Sea. The ships, which will distribute<strong>petroleum</strong> and <strong>petroleum</strong> products to the Greek islands of the Aegean,are be<strong>in</strong>g built to the highest standards and will <strong>in</strong>corporate the lastword <strong>in</strong> technology. The new <strong>in</strong>itiative by Aegean will provide fuel and<strong>petroleum</strong> to the Greek islands at low prices, a majoradvantage for consumers. A major <strong>in</strong>ternational company will buildthe new vessels to Aegean's specifications. The contract was f<strong>in</strong>alizedat the offices of Aegean with the presence of Mr. StelianStancioiu, Mr. Liviu Capet, Mr. Ion Enachescu, Mr. DimitrisMelissanidis, President of Aegean, Mr. Kyriakos Dermatis ofIntermodal, Mr. Grigoris Parissis and Mr. Spyros Fokas of Aegean.The new vessels are double-double tankers for diesel oil, gasol<strong>in</strong>e,and other clean and dirty oil <strong>petroleum</strong> products.SUMMER 2005 AEGEAN NEWS 19

                                                    

                                                    SHIPPINGGeorge MelissanidisAlthough he earned a university degree <strong>in</strong> shipp<strong>in</strong>g operations <strong>in</strong> the United K<strong>in</strong>gdom,George Melissanidis believes his real tra<strong>in</strong><strong>in</strong>g started when, at 15, he spent threeconsecutive summers aboard Aegean ships learn<strong>in</strong>g the day-to-day reality ofwork<strong>in</strong>g at sea. Today, the son of Aegean President Dimitris Melissanidis works<strong>in</strong> Aegean's shipp<strong>in</strong>g department, where he concentrates on improv<strong>in</strong>g the quality ofservices, moderniz<strong>in</strong>g the fleet and its level of operation, and expand<strong>in</strong>g Aegean'sshipp<strong>in</strong>g <strong>in</strong>terests.Aegean has been <strong>in</strong>vest<strong>in</strong>g considerably recently. What is Aegean'sfocus, especially <strong>in</strong> shipp<strong>in</strong>g?Aegean is cont<strong>in</strong>ually and rapidly evolv<strong>in</strong>g. All our <strong>in</strong>vestmentsare with<strong>in</strong> the framework of the company’s developmentand our constant efforts to meet with market demands.Indicatively, <strong>in</strong> the last two years, we have <strong>in</strong>vestedlarge amounts of money both on ships and ashore to upgradeall levels of operation. Dur<strong>in</strong>g the last two years,Aegean purchased 15 modern ships to be employed for use<strong>in</strong> Aegean bus<strong>in</strong>ess or <strong>in</strong> the free market. All these shipsmeet the latest EU standards and comply with all its regulations.Another very significant moment for the companywas the mov<strong>in</strong>g of the Aegean Group’s headquarters to aprivately owned build<strong>in</strong>g <strong>in</strong> Piraeus that is equipped withthe latest technology and ensures a modern and comfortablework<strong>in</strong>g environment for our staff.What role does technology play at Aegean?Technology has become a part of our lives and I must confessthat contemporary technology is my passion. Therefore,we might say that it was because of my <strong>in</strong>sistence that technologyplays such a significant role <strong>in</strong> Aegean’s shipp<strong>in</strong>goperations. We closely follow all technological developmentsand their applications <strong>in</strong> the market, especially <strong>in</strong> shipp<strong>in</strong>genterprises. We may boast that all company sections, spread<strong>in</strong> various cities, <strong>in</strong> the seas and the ports of the world, havean on-l<strong>in</strong>e connection and can communicate with eachother. For example, all vessels are onl<strong>in</strong>e 24/7 and arel<strong>in</strong>ked to the company’s system through the use of specialsatellite equipment. This means that we at the office havefull knowledge of what is happen<strong>in</strong>g on the ships. Ships canbe tracked at any time. Stores, provisions, and <strong>in</strong>ventoriesare followed automatically and technical data (runn<strong>in</strong>ghours, mach<strong>in</strong>ery ma<strong>in</strong>tenance) is collected and recorded.ISM is also followed that way s<strong>in</strong>ce it is even possible to giveonl<strong>in</strong>e sem<strong>in</strong>ars to people on board.How do you view the current shipp<strong>in</strong>g environment?The shipp<strong>in</strong>g market is always unpredictable. It’s up to eachowner to decide the amount of risk he is will<strong>in</strong>g to take. Thestrategy that we have chosen to apply is to have a number ofships <strong>in</strong> the spot market where big numbers can be achieved,and the rema<strong>in</strong><strong>in</strong>g ships to be employed either for Aegean’s owncargo transports or for time charters to third parties. That way,20 AEGEAN NEWS SUMMER 2005

                                                    

                                                    significant profits can be achieved when market levels are highand risks can be reduced <strong>in</strong> the case of market drops, s<strong>in</strong>cefixed <strong>in</strong>come is secured through time charters.How important are environmental considerations at Aegean?Aegean has a built-<strong>in</strong> sensitivity to environmental issues.Let us not forget that our emblem is the ecological daisy.With<strong>in</strong> this framework, Aegean Shipp<strong>in</strong>g is committed tomanag<strong>in</strong>g environmental issues as an <strong>in</strong>tegral part of ourbus<strong>in</strong>ess, safeguard<strong>in</strong>g the environmental completeness ofall our procedures, means, and <strong>in</strong>stallations everywhere andalways. There is no doubt that pollution prevention is one ofthe most important issues <strong>in</strong> today's shipp<strong>in</strong>g market. Weplan all of our shipboard activities <strong>in</strong> accordance with environmentalconsiderations, under controlled conditions,and <strong>in</strong> compliance with all applicable laws and regulations.We employ management systems, procedures, and technologyspecifically designed to prevent activities and conditionsthat threaten environmental safety, with an aim at protect<strong>in</strong>gthe communities <strong>in</strong> which we operate. Aegean is alsomak<strong>in</strong>g every effort to identify potential emergency situations—oilspills, air emissions, solid and hazardous waste—and prepare a proper and efficient response so that <strong>in</strong>cidentsassociated environmental impacts are prevented or mitigated.There is a company with<strong>in</strong> the Group that deals exclusivelywith the mar<strong>in</strong>e environment.It is said that Piraeus may rega<strong>in</strong> its importance as a major EuropeanPort. What <strong>in</strong>frastructure and management changesneed to be enacted for Piraeus to take its place next to Rotterdamand other European ports?Dur<strong>in</strong>g recent years, the port of Piraeus has been neglected.It has fallen beh<strong>in</strong>d <strong>in</strong> many areas and has lost a significantportion of its traffic and prestige. Fortunately, significantsteps have been made recently and Piraeus is on a modernizationcourse. We hope that when these steps have beencompleted, Piraeus will be trans<strong>form</strong>ed <strong>in</strong>to a fully modernizedport, provid<strong>in</strong>g competitive services—General Cargo,Bulk Carrier, Conta<strong>in</strong>er, Tanker, and Ro-Ro Vessels—<strong>in</strong>relation to other European ports. After equipment, programsand procedures have been upgraded under the fullsupport of the European Commission, Piraeus will become“a European Metropolis.” As you are already aware, theaim of the European Commission (EC) is to build the <strong>in</strong>frastructurefor a pan-European network of sea transportat the port that will compete, <strong>in</strong> terms of time and cost, withthe terrestrial transfer of goods. The new system will allowthe port to reduce the amount of time spent ashore forload<strong>in</strong>g and unload<strong>in</strong>g and will cut the cost of us<strong>in</strong>g portfacilities for the handl<strong>in</strong>g of goods. Accord<strong>in</strong>g to the EU, theprogram will mark the start of a revolution <strong>in</strong> the shipp<strong>in</strong>g<strong>in</strong>dustry and the port of Piraeus will be the first port <strong>in</strong>Mediterranean adopt<strong>in</strong>g such a program.How do you view the future <strong>in</strong> light of a marketplace that isregulated by EU and <strong>in</strong>ternational bodies?It is common knowledge that dur<strong>in</strong>g the last decades <strong>in</strong>ternationalbodies such as the IMO have sought to regulate <strong>in</strong>ternationalshipp<strong>in</strong>g through the development of <strong>in</strong>ternationalconventions and codes. This <strong>in</strong>ternational regimepromoted a level play<strong>in</strong>g-field from a commercial po<strong>in</strong>t ofview by prevent<strong>in</strong>g, for example, rogue ships from operat<strong>in</strong>gto the f<strong>in</strong>ancial detriment of well-built, well-ma<strong>in</strong>ta<strong>in</strong>ed,and well-managed vessels. The system also provides for auni<strong>form</strong> application and enforcement of ship safety andpollution prevention regulations. Consider<strong>in</strong>g EU <strong>in</strong>volvement,<strong>in</strong>creased pressure has been brought to bear on itsMember Nations to fulfill their obligations under <strong>in</strong>ternationalmaritime conventions and codes. Today, all shipstrad<strong>in</strong>g <strong>in</strong>ternationally must comply with <strong>in</strong>ternationallyrecognized safety standards and management practices,implement<strong>in</strong>g uni<strong>form</strong> shipp<strong>in</strong>g laws that apply across theregion. Bear<strong>in</strong>g these factors <strong>in</strong> m<strong>in</strong>d, I assume, and I believethat you’ll agree with me, that all those <strong>in</strong>volved <strong>in</strong> theshipp<strong>in</strong>g market—ship owners and managers—that do nothave sufficient resources to handle effectively the manycomplex matters aris<strong>in</strong>g from <strong>in</strong>ternational bodies and theEU will not manage to survive.And now a personal question. How do you feel about the factthat you’ve been <strong>in</strong> the deep s<strong>in</strong>ce a very young age, and how doyou spend your free time?In regards to the first part of the question I must say that Ihave not been directly <strong>in</strong> the deep. I started on deck at avery young age and then I became familiar with shipp<strong>in</strong>gand shipp<strong>in</strong>g issues on an academic level, study<strong>in</strong>g <strong>in</strong> England.After that I entered the company and worked <strong>in</strong> variousdepartments under the guidance of my father and ourexperienced executives. When you have so many experiencedcolleagues you cannot claim to have gone directly <strong>in</strong>tothe deep. What I can tell you is that I am try<strong>in</strong>g to understandand I am try<strong>in</strong>g to participate <strong>in</strong> all companyfunctions, tak<strong>in</strong>g <strong>in</strong>itiatives and add<strong>in</strong>g at the same timewhat I consider to be correct procedures and <strong>in</strong>itiatives. Inregards to my free time, unfortunately there isn’t much of it.In the limited free time I do have, I try to keep <strong>in</strong> touch withchildhood friends, relatives, and family because I believethat they are the safest refuge <strong>in</strong> all of life’s rough seas.SUMMER 2005 AEGEAN NEWS 21

                                                    

                                                    LLOYD’S REGISTERWork<strong>in</strong>g TogetherAPOSTOLOS POULOVASSILIS | AREA MANAGER, EAST MEDITERRANEAN & BLACK SEA, LLOYD’S REGISTER EMEAThe Lloyd's Register Group, an <strong>in</strong>dependent risk management and safety assuranceorganisation, provides risk assessment and risk mitigation solutions and managementsystems certification around the world.The organisation is committed topromot<strong>in</strong>g high standards ofsafety, quality and environmentalprotection. We work closely withbuilders, owners, and operators to improvetheir bus<strong>in</strong>ess per<strong>form</strong>ance by provid<strong>in</strong>gsolutions that help lower technicaland commercial risk—ultimatelybuild<strong>in</strong>g better bus<strong>in</strong>ess. Work<strong>in</strong>g as partof their team enables us to provide significantbenefits <strong>in</strong> help<strong>in</strong>g them operateefficiently and safely <strong>in</strong> design, construction,and operation.Lloyd’s Register has significantly <strong>in</strong>creasedits market share of the classedfleet, now class<strong>in</strong>g over 116 million gt,and the order book is bigger than everbefore. We offer a wide range of mar<strong>in</strong>eadvisory and consultancy services, andour expertise and activities extend farwider than the shipp<strong>in</strong>g field. In additionto mar<strong>in</strong>e activities, our operationscover management systems, land-based<strong>in</strong>dustries, railways, and oil and gas. TheLloyd's Register Group has more than200 offices and more than 5,000 employees.Through its constitution, Lloyd's Registeris directed “to secure, for the benefitof the community, high technicalstandards of design, manufacture, construction,ma<strong>in</strong>tenance, operation, andper<strong>form</strong>ance, for the purpose of enhanc<strong>in</strong>gthe safety of life and propertyat sea and on land and <strong>in</strong> the air.” Likeother classification societies, Lloyd’s Registeris an essential l<strong>in</strong>k <strong>in</strong> the overallsafety cha<strong>in</strong> of the mar<strong>in</strong>e <strong>in</strong>dustry.There is already an <strong>in</strong>dustry alliancebetween classification societies <strong>in</strong> the<strong>form</strong> of the International Association ofClassification Societies (IACS). Dedicatedto safe ships and clean seas, IACSmakes a unique contribution to maritimeClassification societies work closely with shipowners’associations to <strong>form</strong>ulate regulations for the future andalso to devise practical methods of survey and audit ofstatutory regulations.safety and regulation through technicalsupport, compliance verification, andresearch and development. More than90% of the world's cargo-carry<strong>in</strong>g tonnageis covered by the classification design,construction and through-life complianceRules and standards set by the10 member societies and one associateof IACS. Through IACS there is cooperationon driv<strong>in</strong>g improved quality standardsacross the <strong>in</strong>dustry.The recent jo<strong>in</strong>t tanker Rules projectis an example of how classification societiesare work<strong>in</strong>g together. The Rules<strong>form</strong> a s<strong>in</strong>gle, robust structural design22 AEGEAN NEWS SUMMER 2005

                                                    

                                                    standard that are drawn from the accumulatednew construction and <strong>in</strong>-serviceexperience of each of the three societies.Throughout their development,the new Rules have been discussed withan external review group that <strong>in</strong>cludesshipbuilders, shipowners, designers, and<strong>in</strong>dependent consultants.Classification societies actually worktogether with shipowners—not just aspure regulators. They work closely withshipowners’ associations to <strong>form</strong>ulateregulations for the future and also to devisepractical methods of survey and auditof statutory regulations.The shipp<strong>in</strong>g <strong>in</strong>dustry is made up ofa number of different regulators. Sometimes,conservatism is necessary <strong>in</strong> orderto ensure that higher safety standardsare cont<strong>in</strong>ually promoted, as overflexibilitywith<strong>in</strong> the system can lead toan unwanted erosion of standards. The<strong>in</strong>dustry has to react to major <strong>in</strong>cidentsand any perceived reluctance to changeresults from its desire to ma<strong>in</strong>ta<strong>in</strong> standardsrather than any opposition toprogress. It should be noted that classificationsocieties can, and do, <strong>in</strong>troducechanges very rapidly—far more so thanthe other bodies <strong>in</strong>volved with safetystandards at sea.Involvement <strong>in</strong> the tanker bus<strong>in</strong>essrequires balanc<strong>in</strong>g a number of differentfactors to achieve the overall objectiveof a successful bus<strong>in</strong>ess. These <strong>in</strong>cludenot only safety, but commercial,per<strong>form</strong>ance, operational, environmental,and organisational issues as well.When a risk assessment for safety is carriedout, all of these issues can be <strong>in</strong>cluded<strong>in</strong> the evaluation. Hence, safetycan be achieved without compromis<strong>in</strong>gother bus<strong>in</strong>ess objectives.Lloyd’s Register helps owners and operatorsto understand how they can meetthe challenges of TMSA. We providemany services that can help ownersdemonstrate compliance with the TM-SA guide:● management systems (ISO, ISM,ISPS, EMS, OHSAS)● gap analysis, prelim<strong>in</strong>ary andperiodical assessments● risk assessment services● operational risk assessment software- Lloyd’s Register Mar<strong>in</strong>er● ship emergency response service(SERS)● fuel oil bunker analysis services(FOBAS)● planned ma<strong>in</strong>tenance and conditionmonitor<strong>in</strong>g schemes● ballast water management plann<strong>in</strong>g● ClassDirect Live● human element studies● tra<strong>in</strong><strong>in</strong>g needs assessments and arange of practical coursesThe mar<strong>in</strong>e world has well-establishedmethods of work<strong>in</strong>g, generallybased around a prescriptive approach.However there are many new techniquesand tools com<strong>in</strong>g <strong>in</strong>to the sectorthat are based upon risk methods. Ifcompanies take the time to look at theserisk-based approaches they will be ableto see that their bus<strong>in</strong>ess operates as as<strong>in</strong>gle <strong>in</strong>tegrated unit with safety result<strong>in</strong>gfrom comb<strong>in</strong>ations of a large rangeof factors. Issues relat<strong>in</strong>g to design, tra<strong>in</strong><strong>in</strong>g,operation, and culture can be evaluatedand understood <strong>in</strong> the context ofhow they <strong>in</strong>fluence safety under differentcircumstances.This understand<strong>in</strong>g can then be fedback <strong>in</strong>to both risk-based and prescriptiverule mak<strong>in</strong>g. However, the greatestdriver from risk-based techniques willbe the appreciation that every scenario isdifferent and requires an understand<strong>in</strong>gof the situation at hand, and not prewrittenRules, to ensure a safe outcome.S<strong>in</strong>ce the <strong>in</strong>troduction of the ISMCode, the safety culture with<strong>in</strong> the maritime<strong>in</strong>dustry has undoubtedly improved.Safety is very much <strong>in</strong> the <strong>in</strong>terestof all stakeholders, <strong>in</strong>clud<strong>in</strong>g owners,shipmanagers, ship crews, and class, anda holistic approach is highly desirable.Class shares the ISM Code’s aim ofimprov<strong>in</strong>g safety at sea, and a close relationshipbetween the two is essential<strong>in</strong> order to achieve this.People make a difference, and it is nowbecom<strong>in</strong>g more widely accepted that thehuman element is important to maritimesafety. This has been understood <strong>form</strong>any years, but there now seems to be agreater will<strong>in</strong>gness to consider how toreduce the impact and to reduce thenumber of <strong>in</strong>cidents that result from thefail<strong>in</strong>gs of people. Lloyd's Register is <strong>in</strong>vest<strong>in</strong>g<strong>in</strong> creat<strong>in</strong>g greater awareness and<strong>in</strong> develop<strong>in</strong>g methodologies for tackl<strong>in</strong>ghuman system <strong>in</strong>teraction <strong>in</strong> a constructiveand beneficial way. The focusPeople make a difference, and it is now becom<strong>in</strong>g morewidely accepted that the human element is importantto maritime safety.has to move away from the bridge andthe widely held belief that the human elementis synonymous with watch-keep<strong>in</strong>gand to work towards a genu<strong>in</strong>ely human-centreddesign for ships that encouragesen effective relationship betweenpeople and hardware. Throughthis approach an improvement <strong>in</strong> maritimesafety is achievable.To conclude however, it must be emphasisedthat <strong>in</strong> order to achieve this improvementit is important that all thema<strong>in</strong> stakeholders, such as IMO, EU, theShipowners’ Associations, the Shipbuilders’Associations and Class, workmore closely together to br<strong>in</strong>g technicaland operational experience to bear oncurrent and future regulations.SUMMER 2005 AEGEAN NEWS 23

                                                    

                                                    ENERGY POLICYEnergyPolicies and ProgramsNikos Stefanou, General Secretary of the M<strong>in</strong>istry of Development,spoke at the European Neighborhood Policy— Energy and TransportCooperation Around the Black Sea Conference held <strong>in</strong> Athens onApril 20-21, 2005. Aegean News pr<strong>in</strong>ts excerpts from his speechon Greek energy policy.Follow<strong>in</strong>g the March 2004 elections,the new government wascalled upon to carry out the difficulttask of manag<strong>in</strong>g the f<strong>in</strong>al preparationsfor the Olympic Games and thesuccessful organization of both theOlympic and Para-Olympic Games. Naturally,from March to September 2004,both our policies and <strong>in</strong>terventions focusedma<strong>in</strong>ly on achiev<strong>in</strong>g this target.With<strong>in</strong> this framework, emphasiswas given to:First: Enhanc<strong>in</strong>g the efficiency of thethree-stage process of generation, transmissionand distribution of electricity,focus<strong>in</strong>g ma<strong>in</strong>ly on upgrad<strong>in</strong>g the system’sstabilitySecond: Secur<strong>in</strong>g the country’s supplyof electricity, oil, and natural gas.S<strong>in</strong>ce the autumn of 2004, thegovernment and, <strong>in</strong> particular, theM<strong>in</strong>istry of Development, hasclearly illustrated its new set ofpolicies concern<strong>in</strong>g the energy market<strong>in</strong> Greece, which is based on thefollow<strong>in</strong>g targets:First: The complete liberalization of theelectricity and natural gas markets, accord<strong>in</strong>gto the relevant E.U. DirectivesSecond: The further enhancement of efficiency<strong>in</strong> produc<strong>in</strong>g, transmitt<strong>in</strong>g, anddistribut<strong>in</strong>g electric energyThird: The country’s gradual withdrawalfrom its high oil dependency by furtherpromot<strong>in</strong>g the use of natural gas andthe use of renewable energy sourcesFourth: The establishment of programsand policies regard<strong>in</strong>g the rational useof energy—energy sav<strong>in</strong>g and efficiencyFifth: The creation of a new regulatoryframework regard<strong>in</strong>g procedures for <strong>in</strong>vest<strong>in</strong>g<strong>in</strong> renewable energy sourcesSixth: Greece’s accession <strong>in</strong>to the majorEuropean and <strong>in</strong>ternational energy networks<strong>in</strong> the fields of electricity, oil, andnatural gasSeventh: The upgrad<strong>in</strong>g of our country’sgeopolitical role through the constructionof large <strong>in</strong>ternational energy projectsand Greece’s active participation <strong>in</strong>the both the Organization of the BlackSea Economic Cooperation and the EnergyCommunity of South East Europe.In this direction we have madethe follow<strong>in</strong>g steps, or rather leaps,dur<strong>in</strong>g the last period.With the issuance of the new codesfor Transmission System Operation andElectricity Trad<strong>in</strong>g, the regulatoryframework govern<strong>in</strong>g the new liberalizedelectricity market will be completed.A new legal framework will beestablished, <strong>in</strong> which all parties <strong>in</strong>volved<strong>in</strong> the electricity market willoperate and all issues regard<strong>in</strong>g theeffective and proper function<strong>in</strong>g of themarket will be arranged. These issues<strong>in</strong>clude third party access, load allocation,and rules govern<strong>in</strong>g the trad<strong>in</strong>gof electricity between the transmissionsystem operator, the electricity generator,and the suppliers.With the actual completion of thenew framework for a liberalized electricitymarket, both domestic and foreignplayers will have the “green light”to <strong>in</strong>vest <strong>in</strong> the electricity generationsector of the Greek energy market.The liberalization of the market willcommence with the <strong>in</strong>troduction of the24 AEGEAN NEWS SUMMER 2005

                                                    

                                                    new regulatory framework—the new lawgovern<strong>in</strong>g the liberalized natural gasmarket.At first, all large consumers—<strong>in</strong>dustrialand commercial consumers—will directly ga<strong>in</strong> from the marketopen<strong>in</strong>g and, as of 2007, domesticconsumers will enjoy the same benefits.Accord<strong>in</strong>g to the new regulatoryframework, for the first time <strong>in</strong>Greece, new suppliers of natural gaswill be <strong>in</strong>troduced <strong>in</strong> the market,which is now controlled by the statemonopoly PGC. This will f<strong>in</strong>ally giveconsumers the right to choose theirsupplier.In addition, the M<strong>in</strong>istry of Development,<strong>in</strong> cooperation with the RegulatoryAuthority for Energy, is prepar<strong>in</strong>gthe new tariff scheme to govern thetransmission of natural gas with<strong>in</strong> thecountry. The tariff scheme is expectedto be issued right after the vote on thenew natural gas law.In enhanc<strong>in</strong>g the efficiency of theelectricity system, the M<strong>in</strong>istry of Developmentis promot<strong>in</strong>g a thorough program,focus<strong>in</strong>g ma<strong>in</strong>ly on strengthen<strong>in</strong>gthe stability of the system through thecreation of new extra high voltage substations<strong>in</strong> Attica and Peloponnesus.In addition, with the implementationof a time-based tariff scheme for electricity,the Greek state is aim<strong>in</strong>g to reducethe irrational use of electricity andpromote the importance of sav<strong>in</strong>g energy,especially dur<strong>in</strong>g the summer. It isworth not<strong>in</strong>g that dur<strong>in</strong>g last summer,the peak load reached 9.320MW.Regard<strong>in</strong>g the promotion of energysav<strong>in</strong>g and energy efficiency, itis a fact that the low price of electricity,together with a lack of <strong>in</strong><strong>form</strong>ationon rational energy use,has led Greece to the top of the EU“15” countries <strong>in</strong> terms of per capitaenergy consumption.It is for this reason that we havedeclared 2005 the year of “EnergyGreece constitutes oneof the driv<strong>in</strong>g forcesbeh<strong>in</strong>d the jo<strong>in</strong>t effortto create the EnergyCommunity of SoutheastEurope and will cont<strong>in</strong>ueto work thoroughlytowards this direction.Efficiency.” In collaboration withthe PPC and the Centre for RenewableEnergy Sources, we are putt<strong>in</strong>gforward these measures:First: The launch<strong>in</strong>g of an <strong>in</strong><strong>form</strong>ationcampaign focus<strong>in</strong>g on the significanceof energy efficiency. We are determ<strong>in</strong>edto start by implement<strong>in</strong>g these measures<strong>in</strong> the wider public sectorSecond: The <strong>in</strong>corporation of EU Directiveson the energy per<strong>form</strong>ance ofbuild<strong>in</strong>gs and the promotion of cogenerationof heat and electricity <strong>in</strong>to ournational lawsOur country’s active participation <strong>in</strong>the large electricity, oil, and natural gasnetworks is yet another pillar of our newenergy policies.The country’s active role the creationand promotion of the Energy Communityof Southeast Europe has turnedGreece <strong>in</strong>to an important player concern<strong>in</strong>genergy affairs <strong>in</strong> the Balkans.Greece constitutes one of the driv<strong>in</strong>gforces beh<strong>in</strong>d the jo<strong>in</strong>t effort to createthe Energy Community of Southeast Europeand will cont<strong>in</strong>ue to work thoroughlytowards this direction.Proof of this is the fact that our countryhas undertaken the headquarters forboth the Forum for the Development ofElectricity networks <strong>in</strong> the region andthe Regulatory Authority for Energy ofSoutheast Europe. These were some ofthe conclusions of the Third M<strong>in</strong>isterialConference for the Energy Communitythat was held here <strong>in</strong> Athens last December.We are, at last, certa<strong>in</strong> that verysoon the sign<strong>in</strong>g of the Treaty establish<strong>in</strong>gthe Energy Community ofSoutheast Europe will take place. TheTreaty will constitute the beg<strong>in</strong>n<strong>in</strong>g ofthe long-awaited creation of the EnergyCommunity <strong>in</strong> the wider region ofSoutheast Europe, which will providegreat benefits to all countries that are<strong>in</strong>volved and will essentially open theway for the full <strong>in</strong>corporation ofSoutheast Europe’s energy markets <strong>in</strong>tothe greater energy market of theEuropean Union.In addition, Greece has played an importantrole <strong>in</strong> the promotion of measuresand policies with<strong>in</strong> the frameworkof the Organization of Black Sea EconomicCooperation. Greece, still hold<strong>in</strong>gthe BSEC Presidency, has shown itsstrong support <strong>in</strong> develop<strong>in</strong>g balancedand mutual cooperation <strong>in</strong> the energysector between the member countries ofBSEC and the EU.Greece is strongly <strong>in</strong> favor and work<strong>in</strong>gtowards the further expansion the oiland natural gas export networks, the promotionof closer and stronger cooperation<strong>in</strong> the electricity sector between thecountries of the Black Sea region and, ofcourse, the creation of a friendly environmentfor attract<strong>in</strong>g foreign <strong>in</strong>vestments<strong>in</strong> this neighborhood of the world.SUMMER 2005 AEGEAN NEWS 25

                                                    

                                                    EXPLORATIONAzerbaijanBirthplace of the Contemporary Oil IndustryGeologists believe that the Caspian Sea has one of the world’s largest oil reserves and thatthere is enough oil there meet the needs of many generations to come.Azerbaijan’s capital Baku hasbeen known s<strong>in</strong>ce the 8th Centuryfor its oil reserves. The firstoil well was drilled <strong>in</strong> 1848 and the firstref<strong>in</strong>ery was established <strong>in</strong> 1859. Theyears that followed, years connected withmajor attempts to f<strong>in</strong>d oil, trans<strong>form</strong>edBaku <strong>in</strong>to a wealthy city, a pole of attractionfor all European <strong>in</strong>vestors. Bythe end of the 19th Century, Azerbaijanwas provid<strong>in</strong>g more than half theworld’s oil production.The Soviets first discovered and triedto develop the regions around Baku calledOily Rocks, but they did not have thetechnology needed to fully exploit them.When the Soviet Union collapsed, theRussians deserted the region. After theSoviets withdrew, hundreds of Westerncompanies rushed to fill the gap. Accord<strong>in</strong>gto Dave Churchman, one of theWith the constructionof the pipel<strong>in</strong>e, the Westhad taken the first step<strong>in</strong> its efforts to disengagefrom its dependencyon Middle East oil.first to arrive <strong>in</strong> the early 1990s, “It wastotal chaos. Men were stand<strong>in</strong>g aroundwith mach<strong>in</strong>e guns. It was like the oldWild West, a strange but very excit<strong>in</strong>gtime.”Oil companies were fiercely try<strong>in</strong>g tomake a deal, and politicians saw the dealswith western companies as a guaranteefor their country’s future <strong>in</strong>dependence.Russia and Iran strongly disliked thepossibility of western countries ga<strong>in</strong><strong>in</strong>gground <strong>in</strong> their neighborhood. As a result,Russia closed all road communicationsand Iran refused to import oil fromAzerbaijan.On September 20, 1994, a consortiumof companies, <strong>in</strong>clud<strong>in</strong>g BP Oil,Amoco, and Pennzoil, signed an agreementwith the Azerbaijani government.Accord<strong>in</strong>g to the agreement, oil that untilthen was be<strong>in</strong>g transported on slow,old tra<strong>in</strong>s would be carried to the Westthrough a pipel<strong>in</strong>e known today as BTC(Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan). When thepipel<strong>in</strong>e was completed, daily oil productionwas estimated to reach up to 1billion barrels a day and the West hadtaken the first step <strong>in</strong> its efforts to disengagefrom its dependency on MiddleEast oil.The route of the pipel<strong>in</strong>e was designed<strong>in</strong> such a way that it would avoidareas of serious conflict. “This is thereason why the pipel<strong>in</strong>e is buried,”said Michael Townshend, CEO of theProject. “Once it is <strong>in</strong> the ground, youdon’t see it, you don’t hear it, and youcerta<strong>in</strong>ly don’t smell it. Very few peoplewill actually know even where itis.” Instead of follow<strong>in</strong>g the naturalroute south from Baku towards Armenia,the pipel<strong>in</strong>e follows a northerncourse to Georgia, pass<strong>in</strong>g throughsmall, heavily <strong>in</strong>habited villages.Mr. Townshend believes the three billiondollar project was necessary. “In afew years, this oil will be almost onequarter of all the new energy sources <strong>in</strong>the world. It is a non-Persian, non-Russian,new source of energy.”26 AEGEAN NEWS SUMMER 2005

                                                    

                                                    MARITIMETRADITIONA Fish Called…TarichosThe oldest shipwreck ever discovered <strong>in</strong> the Black Sea reconfirmed the region’s importantrole <strong>in</strong> maritime trade dur<strong>in</strong>g antiquity. It also reconfirmed what, until now, was onlyknown from ancient writers, some of the dietary preferences of Ancient Greeks.In January 2003, a group of Americanand Bulgarian scientists announcedthe August 2002 discoveryof a 2,400 year-old shipwreck foundoff the eastern coast of Bulgaria. Scientistsplace the time of the shipwreck <strong>in</strong>the 4th Century B.C., the Golden Age ofGreek city-states.“The first th<strong>in</strong>g we saw was a pile ofamphora. There were 20 to 30 jars exposedon the surface layer...I knew rightaway that it was ancient,” said DwightColeman, a mar<strong>in</strong>e geologist at the Institutefor Exploration <strong>in</strong> Connecticut.The recovery of one amphora revealedunderneath more layers of the same, suggestiveof the way amphora were placed<strong>in</strong> ancient ships.The recovered amphora was of anunusually large size, almost three metershigh and half a meter wide.Analysis of the amphora’s contentsrevealed traces of bones from a largefreshwater catfish, olive pits, and res<strong>in</strong>.There was evidence of cut marks on thebones and researchers concluded that theship carried fish steaks, catfish cut <strong>in</strong>pieces that probably had been salted anddried up for preservation.Ancient writers such as Stravon oftenmention that Greece imported atype of dried fish called tarichos fromthe Black Sea region near Crimea. “Itis a known fact that Greeks turned toAncient writerssuch as Stravon oftenmention that Greeceimported a type of driedfish called tarichosfrom the Black Searegion near Crimea.the Black Sea region for fish and gold,”said the exploration team’s leader, Dr.Robert. The olive pits and res<strong>in</strong> found<strong>in</strong> the amphora raised a lot of speculationbut scientists concluded that thejar might have been used before totransport olive or olive oil cargo. Res<strong>in</strong>was used often as a coat<strong>in</strong>g material toprevent leakage.Archaeologists who exam<strong>in</strong>ed theamphora’s design believe it orig<strong>in</strong>atedfrom Turkey’s S<strong>in</strong>ope, a flourish<strong>in</strong>gGreek colony of the 4th Century B.C.Accord<strong>in</strong>g to Fredrik Hierbert, anarchaeologist from the University ofPennsylvania, the ship must havestarted its journey from the southerncoast of the Black Sea and sailed northacross the sea to the Crimean Pen<strong>in</strong>sula,where it loaded the amphora withfreshwater catfish and then sailed westalong the northern coast of the BlackSea bound for Greece. “This allows usto construct an idea of what Black Seatrade was like <strong>in</strong> the 5th to 4th CenturiesB.C.” said Mr. Hiebert.“From text and archaeology we havebeen able to learn quite a bit about theGreek presence <strong>in</strong> the Black Sea andabout the <strong>in</strong>teraction of Greeks withthe people there. But it has only beenthrough <strong>in</strong>direct evidence that we havebeen able to approach the trade networksthat existed,” said maritime archaeologistCheryl Ward. “This shipwreckprovides the first opportunity tohave direct evidence of that early trade<strong>in</strong> action.”SUMMER 2005 AEGEAN NEWS 27

                                                    

                                                    ROOTSKomboloi—Track<strong>in</strong>g Down its RootsThe favorite habit of most Greeks, to “kill time” or even “drown their sorrows” by play<strong>in</strong>g withthe beads of a Komboloi, has deep roots <strong>in</strong> human history, though its orig<strong>in</strong>s are controversial.The word itself is a compositeone. Kombos means knot, butaccord<strong>in</strong>g to the ancient Greekmean<strong>in</strong>g of the word, it also means thenoise that two objects make when theyclash aga<strong>in</strong>st each other. The end<strong>in</strong>g, oi<strong>in</strong>dicates a series of similar th<strong>in</strong>gs.Therefore, Komboloi is the noise madeby beads, or anyth<strong>in</strong>g similar, whenpassed through a thread. Some haveeven compared Komboloi to Moiroloi(Greek lamentation song).Just as the lamentation song repeatswords rhythmically, so does the beadcycle encompass sorrows that comeand go, come and go. In a simpler <strong>in</strong>terpretation,the word derives fromkombos (knot) and leo (say, speak),mean<strong>in</strong>g “<strong>in</strong> each knot, I say a prayer.”In any case, the komboloi started as aprayer tool and its roots lie deep <strong>in</strong>Eastern civilization.Accord<strong>in</strong>g to tradition,Mohammed had holes made<strong>in</strong> 99 beans—as many asthe prayers ordered <strong>in</strong> theKoran—and then had athread pass through them.Each bean corresponded toa prayer.Muslim Komboloi: the TespihMohammed taught his people the importanceof communicat<strong>in</strong>g with Allah.Accord<strong>in</strong>g to the Koran, Allahasked, through Mohammed, that hisfollowers make 99 prayers, as many ashis attributes. But how could a simpleMuslim keep track of the prayers?Mohammed ordered that 99 beans bepassed through a thread, each beancorrespond<strong>in</strong>g to a prayer. This firstKomboloi was called Mashaba, mean<strong>in</strong>g“I recite.” Soon the beads on thepray<strong>in</strong>g str<strong>in</strong>gs were made out of pitsand wood, always 99 <strong>in</strong> number andalways passed through a th<strong>in</strong> thread.Throughout the years, the Muslimkomboli acquired its very dist<strong>in</strong>ctcharacteristics: the <strong>in</strong>ame, the tepelik,and the durak. The Iname is the upperlong part. The rest, <strong>in</strong>clud<strong>in</strong>g the tuft,is the tepelik. Often two differentbeads are placed on the thread to separateevery 33 beads from the rest.These two beads are called Durak (hewho stops someth<strong>in</strong>g) and are notcounted <strong>in</strong> the total bead number.Buddhist Komboli: the MalaThe Komboloi appears <strong>in</strong> Ch<strong>in</strong>a withthe birth of Buddhism and is calledJepian, from the Sanskrit word Jepa,which means prayer. Today it is commonlyknown as mala.The purpose of a mala is to recite amantra or prayer. Most malas consistof 108 beads, with a bigger one on topcalled a guru bead. Some are divided<strong>in</strong> 4 parts with 27 beads each or <strong>in</strong>three parts, one with 54 beads and twowith 27. The 108 beads symbolize thenames or events of H<strong>in</strong>du supplicationsand, accord<strong>in</strong>g to another version, thegods around which Buddhism was developed.Similar to the accounts ofhow the Muslim beads were created,tradition has it that around 500 BC astudent <strong>in</strong> Northern India who did notknow how to count had trouble recit<strong>in</strong>gthe mantra 108 times. The student’sspiritual guide came up with theidea of pierc<strong>in</strong>g 108 pits, pass<strong>in</strong>g themthrough a thread, and ty<strong>in</strong>g the endstogether. This is how the komboloi issaid to have been born.28 AEGEAN NEWS SUMMER 2005

                                                    

                                                    ATHLETICSSoccerCrosses the AtlanticJohn Wheelright, the man who presumably brought soccer to America, was theonly man Oliver Cromwell ever feared on the soccer field dur<strong>in</strong>g his yearsat Cambridge University.Mr. Wheelright’s portrait hangstoday <strong>in</strong> the State House <strong>in</strong>Boston, where the first soccergame <strong>in</strong> the New World was played.In the beg<strong>in</strong>n<strong>in</strong>g, soccer <strong>in</strong> theUnited States was primarily an upper-classgame played by schoolboysand college teams. The Oneida SoccerClub, <strong>form</strong>ed <strong>in</strong> Boston <strong>in</strong> 1862,is considered the first soccer club witha regular roaster of players, as opposedto the pick up games commonly playedat the time. Oneida’s members were studentsof elite Bostonian public schoolswho played matches aga<strong>in</strong>st pickup teamsfrom the local collegiate community.The team went undefeated dur<strong>in</strong>g itsentire four-year existence. Oneida wasthe first soccer club anywhere outsideEngland, predat<strong>in</strong>g even the <strong>form</strong>ationof Scottish teams.Soon, soccer spread to other collegiatecommunities but rules varied widelyamong different schools and communities.Pr<strong>in</strong>ceton and Rutgers played thefirst <strong>in</strong>tercollegiate game <strong>in</strong> NewBrunswick <strong>in</strong> 1869 us<strong>in</strong>g the LondonFootball Association’s 1863 rules. Soccerwas by now spread<strong>in</strong>g to the studentcommunities of big universities such asYale, Columbia, Cornell, and Harvard.In 1876, however, Harvard, Pr<strong>in</strong>ceton,and Columbia <strong>form</strong>ed the IntercollegiateFootball Association us<strong>in</strong>g Rugby rules.Other big <strong>in</strong>stitutions followed suit, as theupper-class community <strong>in</strong>creas<strong>in</strong>glyThe critical turn<strong>in</strong>g po<strong>in</strong>tfor soccer <strong>in</strong> the UnitedStates came <strong>in</strong> 1975, whenPele jo<strong>in</strong>ed the New YorkCosmos of the NorthAmerican Soccer League.looked to Rugby, and by the end of thesame year collegiate soccer <strong>in</strong> the U.S.came to its end.After the downfall of collegiate soccer,the game lay <strong>in</strong> the hands of thework<strong>in</strong>g-class communities, who wereadopt<strong>in</strong>g it rapidly. Immigrants, arriv<strong>in</strong>g<strong>in</strong> ever <strong>in</strong>creas<strong>in</strong>g numbers, broughtwith them new soccer traditions and thegame became very popular <strong>in</strong> the Northeastern<strong>in</strong>dustrial cities. Pick up gamesand <strong>in</strong><strong>form</strong>al teams soon grew <strong>in</strong>to establishedclubs, and by the 1890s thegame had spread to Chicago, Cleveland,and St. Louis.Sociological forces, however, wereseriously hamper<strong>in</strong>g the game’s development.Baseball was ga<strong>in</strong><strong>in</strong>gground as a favorite American pastimeand many immigrants, <strong>in</strong> an attemptto merge <strong>in</strong>to the culture of theirnew home, began switch<strong>in</strong>g to baseball.Soon, soccer came to be seen as a sportplayed by foreigners.In 1894, the first attempt was made<strong>in</strong> the United States to establish a professionalsoccer league. Plagued by lowattendance rates, the league collapseddur<strong>in</strong>g its first season with heavy f<strong>in</strong>anciallosses. The 1920s marked a turnaroundfor soccer’s popularity <strong>in</strong> theUnited States, and the decade is now consideredfirst Golden Era of AmericanSoccer. In 1921 the American SoccerLeague was founded. The league managedto ga<strong>in</strong> prestige, compete effectivelyfor European players, and even per<strong>form</strong><strong>in</strong> par with the National Football Team.The critical turn<strong>in</strong>g po<strong>in</strong>t for soccer<strong>in</strong> the United States came <strong>in</strong> 1975, whenPele jo<strong>in</strong>ed the New York Cosmos ofNASL (North American Soccer League).Pele, arguably the greatest player <strong>in</strong> thehistory of soccer, attracted a recordnumber of fans to NASL contests and<strong>in</strong>spired many young boys to play thegame.SUMMER 2005 AEGEAN NEWS 29

                                                    

                                                    TRAVELHydraAn All-Time ClassicA contemporary Electra dressed<strong>in</strong> black falls <strong>in</strong> love with DimitrisHorn and is forced to confront theprejudices of a small local society.When? In 1956. Where?On the island of Hydra.Michael Kakoyiannis’ moviestarr<strong>in</strong>g Ellie Lambeti asthe “Girl <strong>in</strong> Black” was notthe only movie set on scenic Hydra. In1940, “The Part<strong>in</strong>g Song,” the firstmovie of F<strong>in</strong>os Productions and amelodrama archetype for later similarproductions, was also filmed <strong>in</strong> on theisland. Years later, “The Boy and theDolph<strong>in</strong>” with Sofia Lauren and AllanLadd became the first <strong>in</strong>ternationalproduction filmed on Hydra. The island’slandmark motion picture, however,is Mel<strong>in</strong>a Merkouri’s “Phaedra,”co-starr<strong>in</strong>g Anthony Perk<strong>in</strong>s as Hippolitus.Hydra quickly became the islandof celebrities and rema<strong>in</strong>ed theirtop vacation choice for years.Even today Hydra attracts local and<strong>in</strong>ternational visitors with its diverse naturalbeauty. The island’s name comesfrom Hydor, the Ancient Greek word forwater, which flowed abundantly from theisland’s many founta<strong>in</strong>s dur<strong>in</strong>g antiquity.Dur<strong>in</strong>g the end of the 18th Century,Hydra was the center of flourish<strong>in</strong>g maritimetrade. The War of Independenceaga<strong>in</strong>st the Turks <strong>in</strong> 1821 found Hydraarmed and ready with 130 ships, 5,300men, and 2,400 cannons. On account ofthis, the Turkish Commander Ibrahimcalled the island “Little England.” In theseven years that followed Hydra was adom<strong>in</strong>ant sea power and Greek nationalheroes from the island—Koundouriotis,Miaoulis, Kriezis—played lead<strong>in</strong>grole <strong>in</strong> the war. Even today, visitors withknowledge of Greek history sense thesmell of gunpowder emerg<strong>in</strong>g from Hydra’snarrow streets.The town, located at the center ofthe island and built amphitheatricallyEven today, visitors withknowledge of Greekhistory sense the smell ofgunpowder emerg<strong>in</strong>g fromHydra’s narrow streets.around the harbor, is an architecturalmodel and prepares arriv<strong>in</strong>g visitorsfor what lies ahead. To the left andright of the harbor, ag<strong>in</strong>g bastions andcannons still stand guard as testimoniesto the island’s glorious past.Located at the center of the portarea, the 1648 cathedral that once operatedas an “Assumption” monasterynow houses the Town Hall and the EcclesiasticalMuseum. To the left of thetown hall are the statue of Miaoulis,the old powder-magaz<strong>in</strong>e now used asthe Port Authority’s headquarters, andthe well known School of MerchantMar<strong>in</strong>e Officers, which is housed <strong>in</strong> theTsamados Family Mansion.The monasteries of Prophet Elias(where Greek war hero Kolokotronis wasjailed <strong>in</strong> 1825),of the Holy Tr<strong>in</strong>ity, andof Sa<strong>in</strong>t Eupraxia, together with theMansions of Maioulis, Topazis, Koundouriotis,and Kriezis, all decorated <strong>in</strong> the18th Century island-style, are places avisitor should not miss.For sea lovers, Spilia, a rocky beachjust outside the harbor with deep clearwaters, is ideal for div<strong>in</strong>g. Other beaches<strong>in</strong> Vlyhos, Mandraki, and Molos canbe reached by boat.Add<strong>in</strong>g to the island’s traditionaluniqueness, cars are not allowed onHydra. Donkeys, the island’s ma<strong>in</strong>means of transportation, offer visitorsa very dist<strong>in</strong>ct experience.As the sun sets, Ellie Lambeti’sbeautiful features beg<strong>in</strong> to fade asother 50’s and 60’s personalities takeher place. Joan Coll<strong>in</strong>s, Grace Kellywith her Pr<strong>in</strong>ce Renier, Mel<strong>in</strong>a Mercouriwith Jules Dass<strong>in</strong>, AristotleOnassis with Jackie Kennedy, are allthere, tak<strong>in</strong>g a stroll through the narrowstreets, before end<strong>in</strong>g up atLagoudera, the favorite night club ofcelebrities that still operates today.Don’t be fooled by the dark. If you try,you can see them all there among you,danc<strong>in</strong>g away the sweet summer night.30 AEGEAN NEWS SUMMER 2005

                                                    

                                                    THE AEGEAN IMAGEProducts that say“We ‘re different”Aegean is proud of the contemporary image of its petrolstations. Station personnel enhance the “Aegean Look”through cloth<strong>in</strong>g and products that reflect acommitment to quality and customer service.

                                                    

                                                    AegeanAEGEAN is a diverse group of companies active <strong>in</strong> the energy and shipp<strong>in</strong>g<strong>in</strong>dustries and is committed to provid<strong>in</strong>g its clients with the bestproducts, services, and solutions to meet their needs. The AEGEANgroup markets fuels and lubricants <strong>in</strong> the bunker<strong>in</strong>g and retail sectors,is a leader <strong>in</strong> top-quality bunker<strong>in</strong>g services, providesmar<strong>in</strong>e transport through its fleet of 32 tankers, and offers24/7 shipp<strong>in</strong>g services to trusted clients throughoutthe world.SERVICE AND PRICEAEGEAN is committed to provid<strong>in</strong>g its customerswith unmatched services at the most competitiveprices. It has grown <strong>in</strong> just over a decade<strong>in</strong>to a dynamic force <strong>in</strong> the <strong>in</strong>dustry and fromits headquarters <strong>in</strong> Piraeus, Greece AEGEAN directsits domestic and <strong>in</strong>ternational operations.The company is privately held and 100% Greek owned.A DYNAMIC GROWTH STRATEGYThrough a strategy of respond<strong>in</strong>g to market needs,AEGEAN has successfully grown to be an <strong>in</strong>dustryleader that is committed to excellence <strong>in</strong> customersatisfaction, environmental awareness, and overallquality. The company is ISO 9002 accredited,its ships meet ISM standards, and AEGEAN'sbunker<strong>in</strong>g operations are on the top of the FOBASWhite List. AEGEAN employs more than 1,000professionals who are the foundation of the company'ssuccess. In 2004, turnover reached $1.5billion. In addition to its headquarters <strong>in</strong> Piraeus,the company has offices <strong>in</strong> Thessaloniki, Greece andan <strong>in</strong>ternational presence <strong>in</strong> the United Arab Emirates,Venezuela, Russia, Bulgaria, Gibraltar, and the United States.FULLY-EQUIPPED FACILITIESAEGEAN has two fully equipped depots to handle its fuel needs. Thedepot <strong>in</strong> Alexandroupolis serves clients and customers <strong>in</strong> northernGreece and southeast Europe. The company's depot <strong>in</strong> Aspropyrgosserves southern Greece and the important port of Piraeus.www.<strong>aegean</strong>oil.gr
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